Abstract Writing Prompt

Due Dates
· Rough Draft:  Tuesday, January 28, 11:59 pm
· Peer Review:  Tuesday, February 4, 11:59 pm
· Final Draft:  Tuesday, February 11, 11:59 pm
Word Count:  no more than 250 words
Formatting
· 12 point font
· double spaced
· For both drafts, include your Grammarly report (see below) at the top of the first page
· For the final draft, write Rachel’s goals at the top of the first page before your abstract
Abstracts are commonplace in the scientific world.  As explained in the “Writing Abstracts” reading posted to eCampus and as we discussed in class, abstracts have become invaluable tools in a world of information overload because they provide brief, yet comprehensive, summaries of highly technical and often complex information.  We’ve really only discussed abstracts in the context of journal articles.  However, scientists also write abstracts to accompany everything ranging from poster presentations to grant applications to conference talks.  As such, being able to write abstracts is an important skill for any biomedical professional.  Even if your career path steers you clear of research, you will be called on repeatedly in your career to explain, as succinctly as possible, the context for something that you did, why you did it, how you did it, what happened, and either what you learned from doing it or what you recommend doing next.  Writing abstracts will help you develop this important set of communication skills.
As ubiquitous as abstracts are today, they weren’t always so common.  Indeed, they didn’t become a regular feature of journal articles until sometime after World War II.  Prior to that, when they did appear, they often offered summaries of research published in different journals or presented at scientific meetings.  Uploaded to eCampus are three journal articles from this earlier era, each published without an abstract.  Your task is to choose one of these three articles and to write an abstract for it.  This will require you to read the article you choose carefully so that you understand the context for the study, the experimental protocols, the results, and the conclusions.  As always, if you have any questions, please be sure to ask your instructor or TA.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For this assignment, you will structure your abstract according to the guidelines suggested in the “Writing Abstracts” reading with the exception of a title.  In other words, it will contain: background information; a statement about the objective(s) of the study; a brief summary of the experimental methods employed; the important results; and the major conclusions.  You will turn your abstract in to Turnitin using the link provided in eCampus.  
Important note:  Do not simply copy and paste sentences from your selected paper to create your abstract!  Everything should be written using your own words and phrases.

Grammarly
Grammarly (https://www.grammarly.com/) is a free program that checks spelling and grammar.  It isn’t perfect, but it is far superior to the grammar and spelling checkers available in most word processors.  For each assignment, you are to submit a Grammarly report with your work. Much like the plagiarism report on Turnitin, this report will highlight areas that might need revision. We encourage you to revise your report until your writing is as error-free as possible.
To obtain a Grammarly report, go to https://app.grammarly.com/ and sign into your free Grammarly account. Upload your file and set features (if applicable). Once you are satisfied with your revisions, select PERFORMANCE (left panel) and download PDF report. You must include this performance number (out of 100) at the top of your writing assignment (i.e., “Grammarly report: 98/100”).  
Note: This number serves two purposes.  First, it lets us know that you’ve run your paper through Grammarly.  Second, it gives us a sense of how well Grammarly is working to catch common student writing errors.  Importantly, this number does not affect your grade unless you forget to include it.
You don’t have to agree with or abide by all of Grammarly’s suggestions; sometimes Grammarly is completely wrong.  However, you will be asked to provide a copy of this report if your draft is riddled with spelling, grammar, and or mechanical errors. 

