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HE '"' 

e histories of Texas today have ~ittle to say about Lafayette 

Lumpkin oster, who at the close of the vineteenth Century was one of 

the leading public figures in the state. At the time of his death he 

ran'ked high among the stateand, educators, and nolitical reformers of 

his dav, and numb red among his personal friends Lawrence Sullivan Hoss, 

James Steph n Hogg, Josenh D. Sayers, John H. Beagan, and , dward H. 

House, to mention only a i'ew. 

It is surprising to find that such an eminent public i'igure could 

have coen so soon forgotten after his death, and that few people today 

have even heard of him or know anything about his accomplishments. He 

was not only a leader in Texas politics for nearly two decades, but he 

was widely known throughout the state as a newspaper publisher, an 

educator, and as one who was suite familiar with the operatior. of rail- 

roads. He was, too, well known for his leadership among the Hasons and 

the Bantists. Among the latter, he wss the , . ost active layman of his 

day when he helped to bring about the consolidation of the Baptist General 

Association with the Bantist State Convention to form the pres"nt powerful 

Baptist General Convention oi' Texas. 

If this biography increoses our knowledge of Lai'ayette Lumpkin 

~ oster and his times, it has been well worth the effort. If it rescues 

'Foster from oblivion ond restores him to his rightful place among the 

Texas leaders of his day th, . author has succeeded to an exte-t ar 

beyonc his original optimistic aspirations. 

The materials for this biographv sre found mainly in the Cushing 



FIemorial Library of Texas A'Il UniversityI the Eugene C. Barker Texas 

History Li'!rory of the University oi' Texas; the El~ming Library of the 

Southwester! Paptist Theological SemInary, mort forth; the Texas 

Histo v Collection of Baylor University Library; t'ne Texas State Archives 

in Au"tin; the Library of the IIasonic Grand Lodge of Texas, A, P, and 

in 'Jaco; the Georgia "epartment cf Archives and History, Atlanta, 

Caorgia; and in the Office of the Clerk oi' Brazos County, Bryan, Texas. 

Cra eful acknowledgement is extended to the custodians of the 

fore!, oing named institutions. I am especially indebted to Professor 

Joseph I'. i i+on Rance, Head of the Denartment of FIistory and Government 

at Texas A. and I'. . University, who initially suggested the studIy and 

who has 'oeen r. ost helpful with suggestions and recommendaticns or 

assembling and writing the biography. To I rs. ". iley ", . Bell I am 

greatly indebted for the cheerful assistance given in typing the 

manuscrint and to zl/Sgt Charles A, . Pantalion for typing the voI uminous 

ut necessary correspondence involved in the research. 

Robert Eugene Byrns 

College Station, Texas 

January 4, 1964 
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CHAPTER I 
THE GEORGIA YEARS, 1852-1869 

Lafayette Lumpkin Foster, statesman, educator, and newspaper man 

was born on November 27~ 1851~ in Forsyth County, Georgia~ about two 

miles southeast of the settlement of Gumming, the eldest son of Joseph 

Douglas and Milly Malinda (Estes) Foster. The Estes and Post. r families 

had migrated from Greenville, South Carolina, in the early 1800's and 

settled in Gwinett County, Georgia, where the i'ather of Lafayette 

Lumpkin, Joseph Douglas Foster, was born on February 22, 1829. Life in 

the Georgia back-country was not easy "or young Joseph D. , and as he 

approached manhood the outbreak of the Mexican Mar in 1846 gave the 

enterprising and aggressive Joseoh an opportunity to seek adventure 

in strange and distant lands, and, therefore, in response to President 

James K, Polk's call for troops, he enlisted in the United States Army. 

Little is known of his service in the war with Mexico beyond the fact 
that he participated in the closing campaigns of 1847 and 1848. 

A veteran soldier at the age of nineteen, Joseph D. returned home 

where less than two years later on January 20, 1850, he married Milly 

Malinda Estes, then sixteen years of age, who had been born in Gwinett 

County on September 15, 1833. Soon after their marriage, the young 

couple took residence between the villages of Gumming and Sheltonville 

in Forsyth County. The ties between the Foster and Estes families seem 
1 

"Family Record of Joseph D. Foster" dated "Dec. 10th, 1892, " in 
L. L. Foster Papers, Archives Division, Texas ASM University Librarv. 
This is an unsigned three-page typed manuscript on letterhead paper of 



the Office of Railroad Commission of Texas, Austin, Texas; O. B. 
Tollison, Forsyth Court of Ordinary, Cumming, Georgia, to Robert E. 
Byrns, October 23, 1962, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

to have been strong and apparently other members of the Estes family 

also moved to the vicinity of Gumming at this time. For example, 

Henderson Estes, Milly Malinda's brother, and Sarah Foster, sister of 

Joseph Douglas Foster, had recently married, and were among those who 

apparently moved north with Joseph D. and his young bride. Furthermore, 

the two brothers-in-law were later to become partners in a successful 

business enterprise in Gumming. 

2 Sheltonville, near where Joseph Douglas Foster first settled, was 
originally located in a section of Forsyth County which in 1857, to- 
gether with part of adjacent Cobb County, was incorporated into a new 
Milton County. Milton, Fulton, and Campbell Counties were merg. . d in 
1932 to form a single entity called Fulton County. The village of 
Sh. . ltonville has disappeared; however the site is in the extreme north- 
west part of present-day Fulton County. Mrs. Philip M. Bryant, Surveyor- 
General Department, A'tlanta, Georgia, to Robert E. Byrns, July 1, 1963, 
in L. L. Foster Papers. 

During the ensuing eleven years following the move to the vicinity 

of Gumming, five children were born to Joseph Douglas and Milly Malinda 

Foster. The first child, born on November 27, 1851, was christened 

Lafayette Lumpen Foster. Rarely in later life did the press ever refer 

"Family Record of Joseph D. Foster, " dated "Dec. 10th, 1892, " in 
L. L. Foster Papers. 

to Foster's given names, and on occasion when reference was made to his 



given names they were often transposed or even misspelled. Foster, 

himself, preferred to be known simply as "L. L. Foster. " Few individuals 

actually knew i' or what the initials "L. L. " stood. The name "Lumpkin" 

was the name of a respected pioneer Georgia family~ one of whose members, 

Wilson Lumpkin, served as governor of Georgia from 1831 through 1837 end 

then later as a United States Senator from 1837 to 1841. 

4 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, the former 
May Alma Foster, daughter of L. L. Foster, Dallas, Texas, May 28, 1963. 

Four years after the birth of Lafayette Lumpkin, Ophelia Florence 

was born on January 21, 1855, but she lived only fourteen months, dying 

on March 23, 1856. On February 15, 1857, following the death of Ophelia 

the previous year, Henry Iveson was born. 

According to a news item clipped from an unidentified Georgia 
newspaper and found in the L. L. Foster Papers, Henry Iveson Foster 
died in 1901, shortly before the death of L. L. Foster. 

Another child, Thomas Benjamin, was born July 20, 1859, but died 

thirteen months later. Then on May 20, 1861, the sorrows of' Joseph 

Douglas Foster reached a climax with the death of his wife in her twenty- 

seventh year unon the birth of their fifth child, a daughter, who was 

named for her mother — Milly Malinda. 6 

6 "Family Record of Joseph D. Foster, " dated "Dec. 10th, 1892, " in 
L. L. Foster Papers. 



A few months prior to the death of Lafayette Lumpkin's mother, the 

State of Georgia seceded from the Union on January 9, and )oined the 

newly formed Confederate States of America. The governor of Georgia, 

Joseph E. Brown, on April 18, 1861, issued a proclamation recognizing 

the existence of a state of war between the Confederacy and the United 

States and called for the enrollment of volunteers to defend the asserted 

rights of the State and of the South. 7 

7 T. Conn Bryan, Confederate ~Geor ia, p. 18. 

In spite of underlying Union sentiment in north Georgia, Milton and 

Forsyth Counties heeded the call for troops and set about recruiting a 

company of infantry. Captain Evan Howell was elected Company Commander. 8 

Ss "Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers who served in 
Organizations from the State of Georgia, " Microcopy No. 266, National 
Archives, washington, D. C. , of which there is a photocopy in the Georgia 
State Archives. The latter will hereafter be cited as "Compiled Service 
Records of Confederate Soldiers from Georgia State Archives; Family 
record of Joseph D. Foster dated Dec. 10th, 1892, in L. L. Foster Papers. && 

Governor Brown's proclamation offered Joseph Douglas Foster a 

r . spite from the sorrows of civil life to the more martial, but tangible 

problems of the soldier. On Saturday, August 17, 1861, the day set for 

the activation and mustering of the company into the service of the 

State of Georgia, Joseph Douglas Foster again became a soldier by 

enlisting in the newly formed company. No sooner had Private Foster 

enlisted than, backed by his local military reputation as a veteran of 



the Mexican Mar, he was promptly' appointed second-in-command and promoted 

to the rank oi' First Lieutenant. Dr. Knox was commissioned Second 

9"Family 'Record of Joseph D. Foster " dated "Dec. 10th, 1892 " in 
L. L. Foster Papers; "Compiled S rvice Records of Confederate Soldiers 
from Georgia, " Georgia State Archives. 

Lieutenant of the newly activated company. 
10 

"Family Record of Joseph D. Foster, " dated "Dec. 10th, 1892, " in 
L. L. Foster Papers. 

The martial ceremonies incident to the day and the active part 

taken by their father, now Lieutenant Foster, no doubt made lasting 

impressions upon nine-year-old Lafayette Lumpkin a'nd his brother Henry 

Iveson who, with other children in the community and their elders 

witnessed the proceedings. The ceremonies were impressive — the formal 

roll call; the proffering of troops by the civil dignitaries; the 

acceptance by the state military authorities; prayers by the Chaplain; 

oaths of allegiance snd of office; and finally, the field music of 

i'ifes and drums as "squads right" was executed and the company paraded 

in column under arms. 

Shortly after being mustered into service, Captain Howell's company 

departed Cumming for Camp McDonald, near Marietta, Georgia, where on 

August 31st it was formally mustered into the service of the Confederate 

States of America as Company eg" of the 22d Georgia Volunteer Infantry 

Regiment. Colonel Robert Jones cceunanded the 22d which was initially 



an organization of Bright's Brigade of R. A. Anderson's Division, A. P. 
Hill's Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia. By November 1861, the 

22d Infantry was in position in the Richmond perimeter at Camp Lee, 

Virginia. ll 

The Brigade Organization seems to have been flexible according to military exigency. One roster dated Jan. 1865, shows the 22d Regiment as a component of G. M. Sorrel's Brigade of 'lilliam Mahone's Division— 
presumably a consolidation during the closing days of the war. On an earlier occasion wright's Brigade was commanded by Brigadier General V. J. B. Girardey (Petersburg, August 1864). "Compiled Service Records of 
Confederate Soldiers from Georgia, " Georgia State Archives; "Family 
Record of Joseph D. Foster, " dated "Dec. 10th, 1892, " in L. L. Foster 
Papers. 

Captain Howell resigned the command of Company sE" shortly after 
the first engagement with Union troops, and the command of the company 

devolved upon Lieutenant Joseph D. 'Foster, who was promoted to ths rank 

of Captain, effective June 19, 1862. 12 

"Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers from Georgia, " 
Georgia State Archives; "Family Record of Joseph D. Foster, " dated "Dec. 
10th, 1892" in L. L. Foster Papers. 

In the meantime, the Foster children came under the direct 

supervision of their grandmother, Fary Foster, who cared for them during 

the four years of the Civil ~hr while their soldier-father went the 

long road from Camp Lee and Richmond to the third day and the last 
charge at Gettysburg. Captured on July 3 at Gettysburg, Captain Foster 

was held a prisoner of war for eighteen months at the Prisoner oi' Nar 

Depot on Johnson 's Island, Sandusky, Ohio. 13 



13?bid 

Back in Georgia the war-time emergency, the interruption of routine 

living and the numerous frustrations and improvisations, the shortage of 

able-bodied men, and the pressures of sn uncertain future all had their 

effects upon young L. L. Foster. As the man of the family during his 

father's absence~ he learned to assist his grandmother in coping with 

the problems which arose from day to day, and i'aced up to tasks 

immediately at hand~ characteristic that sparked him throughout his 

lifetime. 

Grandmother Foster was a v»oman of marked intellectuality and 

strong Christian character. " Zt is evident that her influence on 
»14 

14 Battalion (College Station), Secember, 1898. 

the lad was efi'ective, especially so since the four war years were the 

most, formative period of Foster's boyhood. Yiary Foster may have been 

severe, but the vicissitudes of the times would brook no vacillating 

in the performance of maternal duties and di. scipline. The rather 

severe, austere homelife engendered by an environment of a country on 

a war footing and on the losing side, may have influenced Foster in 

later life to lean away from the side of harshness to that of sympathy 

and kindness. 11eaker men under like circumstances would become 

embittered. 

Foster's early formal schooling was sparse and sketchy. He 



aequi"ed the rudiments of an education through the short, sessi. ns 

offer -' '. v t'. e ' ocal vriv. te schools and "s. cademies" of the rural 

Georg»c neiz'. '. orhood in which he grew up. . hese he attended "between- 

crop . =-. -. »»»"s-. ' be war int~rrupted his form»al education. 

t": cn, ncenber, 'So8; w. »fwthur snd ''icles, ne 
. we». . — . vent'. » . e=islatxue and:&tate Administration of' "'eras, 1901. 
pp 

In a general exchange of prisoners at City Point, Virginia, Cantata 

16 Foster was parolled home on February 24, 1865. Sometime after t»»e war 

— o»»Compi1 ed Service Hecords of Confederate Soldiers fr-m Georg. a, " 
Geor, =ma State archives. 

in which he and his brother-in-law, Henderson Estes, had sufi'ered heavy 

financ al losses, the two men formed a partnership in a mercantile 

business and built a large brick store building in Gumming, Georgia. 

The s-. es and "oster partnershin soon became well estab" i~hed snd 

succe. . sfrl. (The Estes Departnent Store is still in business in 

Gainesvi'. le, Georgia. ) Captain Foster's i'inancial affairs continued to 

improve and 'Forsyth County records indicate that, Henry I. 'Foster, as 

administrator of his father's estate, paid L, L. Foster »quite a large sum 

of mon-y" sometime in 1877 or 1878 after the death of Captain 'Foster on 

July 17, 1877, at the age oi' forty-eight. he e der Foster's grave is 

in the old Estes family cemetery near Cumming sunnosedly near the 

unmar'. e1 -:ave ~f yillv Halinda, L. L. Foster's mother. 



With the prospect of an improvement in his financial condition, 

Captain Foster remarried. His second marriage was to Margarett Evaline 

McAffee on April 29, 1866. Three children were born of this second 

marriage; namely~ Franklin, born May 22~ 1867~ but died at birth; 

Joseph Alexander, born June 3, 1869, and died in his fifteenth year on 

October 24~ 1884; and Charlie Collins, born September 7, 1871. 17 

17A. B. Tollison to 'Robert E. Byrns, October 23, 1962, in L, L. 
Foster Papers; "Family Record of Joseph D. Foster, " dated "Dec. 10th, 
1892, " ibid. 

Georgia in the year 1868 showed little promise for young Lafay=tts 

Lumpkin Foster. The state, tom 'by four years of Civil War and strangled 

by carpet bag government, lay destitute. Young Foster saw little hope 

for success in his home state, and looking beyond to new lands untramplsd 

by war, decided at the age of 18 to go west to Texas. His father' s 

second marriage may have been a factor in his determination to leave 

home at this time; yet, he was at an age when young men were heading 

west for a new life away from the problems of the Old South. 18 

18Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963. 



CHAPTER II 
THE EARLY YEARS IN LIMESTONE COVNTY, 1869-1876 

L. L. Foster arrived at Horn Hill, Limestone County, Texas, on 

Sunday, December 12, 1869. His method of transportation is unknown. 

He may have come as an individual or with a group of other ambitious 

migrants entering Texas in great numbers from the Old South and Mid- 

West. A Dallas correspondent of the Galveston ~Dail News wrote: 

Immigration is pouring into all this upper country by the 
thousands. Substantial, respectable looking people from 
Tennessee . . . Mississippi, Georgia. They are all greatly 
pleased and looking for lands. l 

1 Galveston ~Dail News, November 28~ 1869. 

The Navasota Tablet observed: 

Among immigrants from everywhere were a large number of 
Georgians. The men were all good looking, and the ladies 
from the grandmothers to the budding, and yet to bud, were 
beautiful. 'Ihe babies were fat and cryless. Many a 
subscriber must we have among these Georgians. They appear 
to have plenty oi' money. 2 

Navasota Tablet, December 9, 1869~ quoted in Galveston ~Dail News, 
December 11, 1869. 

The last observation may have been wishful thinking on tne part oi' 

the editor of the Tablet, if the Georgians referred to were as impecunious 

as Foster who "arrived at Horn Hill, . . . without a cent in his 

pocket. "& 

10 



L. E. Daniell, Personnel of the Texas State Government with 
sk t h s~Dt' i h d 7. , 1887 d. , p. 31. 

The reason Foster chose Limestone County is obscure. Local 

tradition states that an Uncle Estes lived at Horn Hill~ a scattering 

of houses~ about nine miles west of present day Groesbeck, and that it 
was with him that Foster lived for a while upon his arrival in Texas. 

Ray A. ':falter to Robert E. Byrns, Waco, Texas, Decemb . r 10, 1962, 
in L. L. Foster Papers. 

Another account says that Foster was indebted to an uncle for his travel 

expenses; it may be that Henderson Estes, the brother-in-law and , 5 . 

Battalion, December, 18/8. 

business partner of Captain Joseph D. Poster, may have loaned him the 

money. 

Although Texas had suffered less than any one of the other states 

of the Confederacy and had been spared the vicious reconstruction 

measures encountered in Georgia, Foster found political and economic 

conditions chaotic and the future uncertain under the rule of the 

Radical Republicans in Texas supported by Federal troops. If Foster 

had arrived in Limestone County a few days earlier (on November 30) he 

would have witnessed the spectacle of a Texas election where all voters 

were being checked by Federal troops. In order to facilitate close 



12 

supervision over the election, the new Constitution of 1869 required 

voting to take place at the county seats only and over a period of four 

days. In Limestone County a detachment of ten soldiers had been 

assigned to the county seat at Springi'ield, as elsewhere, by the commander 

of the Fii'th Military District (Texas), "to keep the peace and supervise 

the elections, " and to assist in retaining the Radical Republicans in 

control of the state by barring from the list of registered voters all 
persons who could not take the "iron clad" oath, declaring that they 

had not previously held either Federal, State, or local civil or 

military office and "afterwards engaged in the rebellion. " 

Gen ral Orders Number 185, dated: Nov"mber 18, 1869, Headquarters 
Fifth Military District, Austin, Texas, in Galveston ~Dail News, 
November 18, 1869. 

"Civil positions" as minutely interpreted by the Radical Republicans 

were sifted down to include former municipal servants, school trustees, 

and even sextons. In this manner a large majority of the conservative 

Democrats were disfranchised, and many other whites feeling that voting 
7 was farcical stayed away from the polls on election day. The 

Rupert Norval Richardson, Texas the l, one Star State, p. 208. 

conservative ticket prevailed in Limestone County i. n spite of the 

coercion, but, the manipulations of the "adical Republicans elsewhere 

throughout Texas won them control of the state. 8 



13 

8 Galveston ~Dail ~ews, December 7, 1869. 

The spectacle of elections supervised by the military was no doubt 

annoying to L. L. Foster. However, this irregularity was only an 

indication of coming events as conditions continued to deteriorate under 

the Radical Republicans. Two years after Foster's arrival in Texas, the 

white citizens through formation of a secret society known as the Ku Klux 

Klan, sought to intimidate the freedmen through persuasion and the use of 

force. Violence also was directed against the state police, which served 

more or less as the personal bodyguard of' Edmund J. Davis, the Radical 

Republican incumbent in the governor 's chair at Austin. As a result, 

Davis placed Limestone County and the adjoining county of Freestone under 

martial law and stationed a militia company of colored troops in the 

district to maintain order and to enforce his edicts. Such display of 

military force and rigged elections was Lafayette Lumpkin Foster 's 

introduction to Texas politics and probably made him feel as if he were 

at home in Georgia. 

Other diff'iculties also beset Foster's newly adopted stats. Besides 

the general lawlessness that prevailed at the time throughout the state, 

the Indians were still troublesome on the frontier and there were added 

difficulties along the border with Mexico. The Galveston ~3ail News 

reported that on November 24 a detachment of troops under Captain E. M. 

Heyl from the 9th Cavalry engaged the Indians in battle on the Llano 

River, resulting in the killing of several Indians and in the wounding 

of two or three of the troopers, including Captain Heyl, who had engaged 



14 

in a hand-to-hand fight, with a savage whom he subsequently scalped. 9 

9Ibid. 

From Washington, the United States Secretary of "ar, ~lilliam N, 

Belknap~ reported that an unusual num'ber of Indian raids throughout Texas 

for the first nine months of 1869 had resulted in heavy property damage 

but that the loss of life had been held down to twenty-six Texans killed. 

He also reported that the "ordinary civil machinery of the state has 

been in operation, aided whenever necessary and practicable, by the 
'0 

military force of the United States. " 

Ibid. , December 16, 1869. 

Conditions in Texas w. re not good. The economic unrest and the 

changes in society that had been brought by the emmancipation of the 

Negro made life interesting ii' somewhat uncertain at times. Yet the 

turbulence and unrest were only indicative of change and of a struggle 

for improvement, and Foster recognizing the great potential, but facing 

the necessity' of providing for the harsh present, went to work. 

For the next three years he worked as a farm hand, stone and 

brick mason, welldigger, and often as a general day laborer. The 

flowery prose of an early biographer describes him: 

sweetening his toil with cheerfulness and the 
consciousness of duty well performed Pened burning with 
the fires of noble ambition to enter the walks of a higher 
life and fill the station for which nature had designed 



11 L. Z. Daniell~ Personnel of the Texas State Government, 1892 ed. ~ p. 102 ' 

During this time Foster saved enough mon. . y to enroll in 'Jaco University 

for the 1872-1873 session which began on Monday, September 2, 1872. 

The school year was of ten months duration divided into Fall and Spring 

terms of twenty weeks each with an intermission of one week during the 

Christmas season. In accordance with the published regulations Foster 12 

12~Ctl* Sofa 1 „, d, td t Pal *U~t I„* 
Terss, 1872-1873, p. 9; Ibid. , 1873-1874, p. 22. 

paid his fees in advance. The tuition fee was )25. 00 a term, or 850. 00 

for the school year. Board, also payable in advance, was "&15. 00 a month; 

a library and contingency fee for the year amounted to e4. 00. Cash was 

required in advance although provision was made for parents or guardians 

to tender notes at 10$ interest. Foster had evidently earned and 
13 

Ibid. , 1873-1874, pp. 23-24. 

saved enough money during his first three years in Texas to enable him 

to complete two years oi' schooling at 'hco University. 

"aco University was one of several schools established by the 

various unconsolidated Baptist, congregations throughout Texas that were 

loosely organized into sikssociationss or "Conventions. " Baylor 

University, "Old Baylor" as it was often referred to in later years, was 
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chartered by the Republic of Texas in 1845 and was opened at Independence 

in 1846. At the time Foster enrolled at Waco University, his school was 

a competitor for leadership in higher education in Texas with Austin 

College at Huntsville and with "Old Baylor" University at Independence. 

"aco University had initially been established in Waco, Texas, by the 

Waco Baptist Association as the Waco Classical School. In 1861 it was 

rechartered as Waco Vniv~rsity by the Association, and received the 

patronage of the Baptist General Association. The Baptist General 

Association of Texas and the Baptist State Convention (responsible for 

the operation o Baylor University since 1848) united to form the Baptist 

General Convention. As a result of this unification, Baylor and "aco 

Universities were merged in 1886. It was under Foster's leadership as 

President of the Baptist General Convention, the main organ of the 

Baptist denomination in Texas, that the merger of ths two schools waa 

effected in 1886 — thirteen years after his student days at Waco. 14 

14 Sohn Milton Carroll, A History of Texas Ba tists, pp. 35-36, 40, 
155-158; a~alter Prescott We'bb and H. Bailey Carroll eds. ), Toe Handbook 
of Texas, I, pp. 125-126. 

Under the terms of the merger Waco University was redesignated as Baylor 

University in waco. This redesignation accounts for Foster 's often being 

credited with attending Baylor when actually it was the old Waco 

University in which he had been enrolled. 

The physical plant of Waco University when Foster i'irst saw it in 

1872 consisted of: 
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Two well constructed and neatly finished brick buildings, 
each two stories high and sixty feet long by thirty-six 
wide jthge Commodious building of the Female Boarding 
Department jwags under construction. 

The faculty boasted fourteen members, including the emminent presidentp 

Rufus C. Burleson, D. D. , and Nrs. Georgia Burleson, the matron. 15 

~dt 1 7 7 ~V' 't, 1871-1872, p. 29. 

Foster enrolled in a college preparatory class for his first year 

(1872-1873) at "aco University, and was carried on the rolls simply as 

an undergraduate. It was not until his second and final year in school 

that he was listed as a freshman. Evidently he and his advisers 16 

Carl B. 77ilsonp eA Register of Baylor University, 18!5-19353" 
V 1 "P-C, " p. 722; ~dt 1 f' " ~ttt, 1 1872-1873 8 
1873-187'. 

believed that he needed a preparatory course in order to pass the required 

entrance examinations for admission to the university proper. 

Although he had an early attraction to enter the legal profession, 

and at one time even seriously considered studying for the Baptist 

Ninistry, Foster elected at &taco University to specialize in Ytathematic s 

and Latin. 17 

Battalion, December, 1889. 

&laco University offered two courses, "The Classic" and "The 
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Scientific. " The first, judging from the entrance examinations, stressed 

English& Lstiny Creeky arithmetic, algebra, geography, and United States 

history. The second course, "The Scientif'ic, " omitted the language 

requirements and substituted etymologyy reading, English grammar and 

composition. Zf a student were considered acceptable in the above fields 
he could then pursue the study of' astronomy, geology, French, moral 

philosophy, natural philosophy, booklfeepingy applied mathematics, and a 

combination course of' history, literature, and rhetoric. 

Catalogue of 'laco University, 1872-1873, pn. 20-21. 

The number of students graduating was disprooortionately low 

compared to the number enrolled as undergraduates. Epparentlyy a majority 

of the students intended to round out their general education with a year 

or so in college and then go info other activities much as Foster did. 

For examnle, in his first year at "aco University there were only two 

male students in the graduating senior class, but there were one hundred 

and sixty-f'our male undergraduates, anc of' tne one hundred and eighteen 

female undergraduates only seven were seniors. 19 

1 tktb k 1 t ddt dd d' G b' t1 By't tt'* 

B&l' dt 1. '~1 tt G, , d . d Rb' ' ~1, , t 
A~1, B k' G&d, d bblyB 111 ' ~dkl 1 t~yd d 
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~Gite . 'H th p I' d t t t ' 'ty 1gb, g . ty, 
Virgil~ and English composition. 20 

Ibid. , 1870-1871& p. 13. 

Waco University, a strong Baptist school, had an extensive list of 

regulations designed to develop high moral character in its students, 

and Foster and his contemporaries were en]oined on threat of expulsi. on, 

to avoid "profanity, cards, and nocturnal disorders or revelings. » 

Church and Sunday School attendance was mandatory; ho~ever, devotions could 

be exercised in any church and not necessarily that of the Baptist, 

denomination. "Pocket money" was curtailed, curfew was at nine o' clock, 

"lounging on streets or about stores" was prohibited as was "visiting 

the young ladies' study and recitation rooms "] and, furthermore, sNo 

young lady of the institution shall receive the attention of young men. 

A violation of this rule will incur a heavy penalty, at the discretion 

of the faculty. " 

Ibid. , 1871-1872, pp. 23-26. 

At the close of Foster 's second year at Waco he left school never 

to return as a student. The graduates at the close of the school year 

of 1873-1874 included one boy (not Foster) and six girls. . The lone boy 

graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degr e, and the young ladies, most 

properly, each received the degree of 'Vwid of Arts. " ff 22 
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8' t 1'th 8 d y. h t. . 8th f ~U* 't d 
Jl 1, ldh 1~JPA, Bdlt Ap g, 1887, 7 dy, J 19, 
1874, p. 77. 

Foster was not listed among the graduatesp nor does his name appear in 

Carroll's list of graduates of Waco University. ~ 23 

BC 11, 4 H~tt 8 7'8 t' t, pp. 548-549. 

When Foster enrolled in September, 1873, for his second year at the 

Waco University, he listed the new town of Groesbeck as his home. 24 

A~dt 1 y 9 * ~81 * 't, 1873-1874, p. 4. 

The school catalogue supports the f'act that he attended tne 

school in 1873-1874, and biographical sketches of his activities during 

this period generally state that he was in school for two years, but he 

is also generally credited with moving to Croesbeck in November of' 

1873, ~ thus indicating that he may have withdrawn before the end of 

Danielly Personnel of the Texas State Government, pp. 31-32. 

the school year. To make the matter more mystifying Ytasonic records 

show that Foster ]oined the Groesbeck Lodge and was initiated to the 

order as an Entered Apprentice Ytason on January 17, 1873. 26 



26. gembership Card ~ ile, Grand Iod-e oi' Texas, AFf AN, "aco, mexas. 

The multifarious interes+s and activities of young oster, so 

characteristic of the msn throughout his lifetime, were becoming avid~st 

as early as 1873 when he was just twenty-one years old. Although 

Foster never returned as a student to "taco University, he retained an 

active int-rest in the institution. Fe was one of the leaders in the 

negotiations for the merger of "aco and Baylor Universities in 1885-1886, 

when the two schools formed Baylor University in " aco. 

C '1, i:. ' t 9' ~t' t, pp. 35-ICI; S. , 16. 

Four years after the merger he served as a member of the Board of' 

Trustees for Baylor University for +he period from 1890 to 1896. 28 

Carl B, '!ilson, "A Register of Baylor University, 18/5-1935, s 

p. 2. 

After leaving 'aco University, Foster firmly established himseli' in 

Groesbeck where he took a leading part in the affairs of the community. 

Groesoeck, a railroad boom town in 1871 and 1872, was the county railhead, 

stage line center, and commercial leader of Limestone County. The 29 

9&exas A)manac, 3871, n. 130. 

county had been created from parts of Robertson and navarre counties on 
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April 18, 1846, with Springfield designated as the county seat. In 

1869, Springfield was a rural market center with a gristmill and a few 

stores and several blacksmith shops. The most imposing structure was 

the new brick courthouse built to supergede the original plank building 

constructed in 1847. The town showed promise of accelerated growth 30 

30- campton Steele, g ~Histor of Limestone ~Count, Texas, ~18 -1860, 
p. 14; B. B. Paddock, g H~istor of Central and Western Texas, pp. 474- 
475. 

with the first railroad, the Houston & Texas Central, approaching from 

the south in 1870. Property owners in the town agreed to donate 

sufficient land within the town limits for the H&TC Railroad right-of-way 

providing the line build through Springfield. This was done, but when 

the grade surveys were being made the donors withdrew their gratuitous 

offer and demanded payment. The railroad company promptly relocated 

their line and laid the steel two miles east of Springfield and established 

the new town of Groesbeeck (now spelled Groesbeck), named after Abram 

Groesbeeck, one of the directors of the road. 31 

Denny Parker Cralle, "Glamorous Early Day History Entwines Around 31 

Old Springfield~ Limestone's Pirst Capitol, " Pioneer Edition of 
Groesbeck J'ournal, Nay 15, 1936. 

'Ihe name of the town of Groesbeeck was always spelled with the 

double "e" in the last syllable until the administration of 'Theodore 

Roosevelt when in deference to Roosevelt's penchant for phonetic spelling 
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the postal authorities dropped the final "e"; however, for many years 

the townsfolk and the railroad stubbornly retained the original 

spelling, while the Post Office Department was as unyielding on its 

part. Eventually the old order yielded to the idiosyncrasy of "T. R. e 

and adopted the shortened version of sGroesbeck" and so it appears 

today. 

C. S. Bradly, "A Sketch of Limestone County, " Pioneer Edition of 32 

Groesbeck Journal, May 15, 1936. 

The population of Limestone County in 1870 was somewhere between 

six and eight thousand of which approximately one-third was Negro. With 

the advent of the railroad the population shifted from the older 

settlements to the new towns of Kosse, Groesbeck, and Nexia. 

Paddock A H~istor of Central and 'Western Texas, VI, pp. 474-475; 
Texas Almanac, 1871, p. 130. 

Springfield eventually disappeared, and the townsite now lies beneath the 

waters of Lake Springfield, in Fort Parker State Park. 

In AugustN1873, the year that Foster first claimed Groesbeck as his 

hometown, the county courthouse in Springfield burned. A store building 

belonging to a Captain Tyas of Springfield was used as a temporary 

expedient, but on October 24& 1873' thisy toop burned taking with it all 

county records salvaged from the August fire. The shii't in population 34 

Hampton Steels, "From Account of Elisha Anglin, " g ~Histor of 
Limestone ~Count Texas, ~18 1860, p. 14. 
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to Groesbeck created a voting ma)ority over Springfield and forced the 

transfer of the county seat to Groesbeck, where a rented store building 

was again used as a courthouse until about 1877 when a new brick court 

house was constructed. Foster was reputedly one of the chief instruments 

in bringing about the change of county seats. 

~Battalion, December, 1898. 

Foster 's initial business venture was in the insurance business, 

from which he eventually branched out into other fields; but he seems 

to have depended on insurance as his principal means oi' livelihood while 

he lived in Groesbeck. 36 

Ray A. Walter to Robert E. Byrns, Waco, Texas, December 10, 1962, 
in L. L. Foster Papers. 

Foster had a life-long interest in religion and the activities of 

the Baptist Church, in particular. His interest seems to have been 

greatly influenced by the forceful preaching of Ezekiel J. Billington one 

of the noted evangelists of the time. Soon after his arrival in 37 

Ray A. Walter, A H~istor of Limestone ~unt, p. 82. 

Groesbeck, Foster commenced to preach as an unordained Baptist minister 

in the newly established church which he had an active part in founding, 

He was sent as a delegate from Groesbeck to the Twenty-Seventh Annual 
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Session of the Baptist State Convention of Texas beld in Galveston, 

October 3-65 1874. This was the first of Foster's numerous and often 
38 

38, , Minutes of the ~Twent -Seventh Annual Session of the Barttist State ~ptt fa tG1 t, ~tt $, 4, 5, 6, 1~27, p. 25, 

arduous trips in behalf of the interests of the Texas Baptists, that 

was to absorb no mean proportion of his energy, time, and money throughout 

the remainder of his life. Three weeks 'before he died in 1901, he 

attended his last three-day annual session of the Baptist General 

Convention held in the Fort Horth City Hall with over three thousand 

delegates crammed into a situation where "standing room only" was at a 

premium. Carroll's monumental history of the Texas Baptists numbers 

39 ~Ba tist Standard, Dallas, Texas, November 4, and December 5, 1901. 

L. L. Foster along with a select group of thirty-six, including Sam 

Houston, as one of the great Baptist laymen of Texas. 40 

4 2 ll, 4 ~H'*t f 7 * ~lp tt t, p. GCG. 

Foster was also an active member of the Masonic fraternity. As 

previously noted, he was initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason of 

Groesbeck Lodge 354 AF&AM. Masonic records show, for some unaccountable 

reason, that he was raised to the Degree of Master Mason on the same day. 

Before the end of the y"ar Foster was passed to the Degree of Fellowcraft, 
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and in 1874 he was elected Junior ~i!arden of the Lodge and served through 

the years 187', 1875, and 1876 in that capacity, and thereafter continued 

to be active in the order. In 1. "77 he was "orsh'pi'ul '. . 'aster and from 1879 

through 1881 h served as Senior 'arden and again as Yastcr in 1882, 1883, 

and 1884. For some reason — perhaps because of his gresarious nature» 41 

!:embership Card:ile, Crand Lodge of Texas, . '. &;-l'», ". aco, Texas; 
Noel Po. 'Iingsworth to Robert E. Byrns, Mexia, Texas, May 3, 1963, in 
L. I. . Foster Papers. 

or possi'oly as a political expedient to make himself better known 

outside his own community — Foster petitioned the Mexia, T. xas, Chapter 131, 

oi' the Royal Arch Yasons on February 26, 1876, and received the Marked 

Master Yason Degree on March 26„ 1876, Less than two weeks later, April 

6, he received his Past Y!asters Degree and at the same time received and 

was exalted tc the Degree of Royal . "z ch Mason. 42 

42~. , 

"exia is twelve miles north of Groesbeck and in the days of dirt 

roads and slow trains a round trip to Mexia would reouire more preparation 

than the casual few minutes given to such a drive today. . The nolitical 

scene probably attracted Foster's attention and interest especially with 

the downfall of the &adical Republicans in the Fall of 1873 ~hen Richard 

Coke of ':laco unseated Governor avis. Since Foster was a student at the 

University in !aco when Coke was nominated, it is not at all unlikely 

that the energetic young man may have at that time met the noted Texan— 



the first duly elected governor after nine years of Reconstruction and 

radical rule. The election was a rough-and-tumble affair; but, no 

Federal troops intervened since military control in the state had been 

terminated since April 16, 1870. Governor Davis appealed to President 

Grant for Federal troops to keep him in office~ but Grant declined to 

intervene and Davis relinquished the governor 's office on January 17 

to Coke who had been sworn into office two days before. 

The busy and eventful year of 1874 proved rewarding to L. L. Foster 

in another and deeper sense. Compressed between his political labors in 

getting the county seat established at Groesbeck and the performance of 

his church and Masonic duties, to say nothing of his growing insurance 

business, young Foster, now in his twenty-third year, had a romantic 

interest to occupy the few remaining evenings left free from the demands 

of his other activities. Laura Lucretia Pender, nineteen year old daughter 

of Drew Pander of Groesbeck, was progressively requiring more of the 

aggressive young man 's time. Although Miss Laura concluded that life 

with Lafayette Lumpkin Foster could be expected to be on a competitive 

basis with Lafayette's numerous and varied interests, she accepted the 

competition and fitted her life into that of L. L. Foster and cn January 

2, 1875, they were married in Groesbeck. 

43?nterview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963; San Antonio ~ess, December 2, 1901. 



CHAPTER III 
A NEW ERA 1875-1S80 

The year 1875 found the Democrats taking full control of the state 

on all levels of government. Law and order gradually returned to the 

state under the leadership of the Democratic administration of Governor 

Richard Coke. Rigid economy was practiced; but the Democrats were not 

content until the last vestiges of Radical rule — represented by the 

Constitution of 1867 — were eliminated by the drafting of a new 

Constitution in 1875 which was submitted to a vote of the people on 

February 15, 1876. The Constitution was overwhelmingly approved 

simultaneously with the reelection of Governor Coke. 

'Ihe change in the political situation, the resumption of railroad 

construction, and the general feeling of better times to come were not 

lost on L. L. Foster. He had taken an active interest $n the politics 

and issues of 1875 and 18763 and, with the dawn of a new era, he felt 

the need of an organ for the Democratic Party in Limestone County. 

Accordingly, on November 19, 1876, the Limestone New «rad a weekly 

newspaper published at Groesbeck, made its first appearance, with L. L. 

Foster as editor, proprietor, and publisher. Though Foster was not the 1 

1 E. Y. Loughery, Personnel of the Texas State Government for ~188 , 
pp. 4-5; Dallas ~Dail Times Heraldd December 2, 1901. 

first to publish a newspaper in Limestone Countyd his was the first to 

h Ghillhdd «tkl dth dtl . th ~hkl K *E~t'*1 
lddt, tb G h 1 d~dk b 1 1 ldl3 t Ebb, dth G b k 
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Clarion in 18?4 allegedly antedated the New Era. The Clarion 's reason 

A. B. Norton, "A History oi' Early Newspapers in Texas, " p. 358; F. 
B. Baillio, A H~istor of the Texas Press Association; Another source 
makes no m~ntion of these publications, but cites the New Era as the 
first newspaper in Limestone County. Texas N~ews a~era ~181 -~1 

for existence is unknown, but it apparently failed to satisfy the 

requirements for a newspaper and disappeared shortly after commencing 

publication. Possib+ it was an organ of the declining Radical regime; 

however, Foster's paper 

. gradually, but surely, gained the respect snd 
confidence of the p ople of Limestone County, and in time 
its influence extended beyond County lines and throughout 
Central Texas. 3 

Daniell Personn. l of the Texas State Government, with Sketches of 
, DDit' D' h d 1', p. 31. 

&lhether as a Mason, or as a campaigning editor, or as a crusading 

Baptist lay-minister, Foster soon acquired a great deal oi' power and 

political influence in his county and throughout Central Texas. Seven 4 

David Brooks Cofer ~e Second Five &dministrators of Texas A and 

M ~Colle e, p. 111. 

years after his arrival in Texas as a penniless eighteen-year-old youth 

from the Georgia hills, young Foster was the leading citizen in 

Limestone County. 

Other and more personal interests soon began to demand a share of 
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Foster's time. On July 8, 1877, the first of the seven children of 

L. L. and Laura Foster was born. The youngster was promptly named 

Joseph Lumpkin Foster, in honor of his father snd grandfather. The Joy 

incident to the arrival of little Joseph was sharply checked ten days 

later by news from Georgia of the death on July 17, 1877, of Lafay"tte 

Lumpkin's father, Captain Joseph D, Foster. Captain Foster was buried 

in the old Estes family burying ground near Gumming, Georgia, not far 

from the grave of his first wife, Milly Malinda. 

Henry, the brother of L. L. Foster, who still lived in Forsyth 

County, Georgia, acted as administrator of his father's estate and 

according to the records of Forsyth County, L. L. Foster inherited a 

substantial sum. 

5. X. B. Tollison to Robert E, Byrns, Cumming, Georgia, October 23, 
1962, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

Foster continued through the 1870's to remain active in community 

affairs. His Masonic responsibilities in Groesbeck and neighboring Nexia 

were not neglected. He served as worshipful Master of the Groesbeck 

Masons in 1877, Foster contributed regularly to the support of the church 6 

Membership Card File Grand Lodge of Texas, Maco, Texas. Noel 
Hollingsworth to Robert E. Byrns, Mexia, Texas, May 3, 1963, in L. L. 
Foster Papers. 

and missions of the Baptists. He was also gaining some reputation as a 
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Ray A. Halter to Robert E. Byrns, waco, Texas, June 21, 1962, in 
L. L. Foster Papers. J. L. walker and C. P. Lumpkinp A Resistor of the 
»draco ~Ba tist Association of Texas, p. 117. 

Baptist lay-minister. On one occasion, he attended the Baptist State 

Convention of Texas in Galveston on October 3-6, 1874, where he was 

listed in the minutes of the Convention as a Baptist minister from 

Groesbeck, Limestone County. The reference to Foster as an ordained 8 

Minutes of the ~Trent -Seventh Annuel Session of the Bantist Stats 
~Ct1 TT tldt Gl t, Otal". $, 6, 5, 6, 1677, 2. 25. 

minister is obviously an error, which has persisted to this day. Later 

church records often refer to him as either a Baptist layman or as an 

unordained ministerp but no where, except in 18745 is there a reference 

to him as an ordained minister. As mentioned previously, his inclination 

for the ministry had always been strong. Ever since his baptism in the 

Baptist Church at Horn Hill by the Reverend G. L. Jennings soon after his 

arrival in Texas, he often toyed with the idea of entering the ministry. 9 

Ray A. ~palter to Mrs. T. D. McNeilp Haco, Texas, July 16, 19525 in 
L. L. Foster Papers. 

The Reverend Jennings and L. L. Foster seem to have joined together to 

establish the First Baptist Church in Groesbeck. Owing to efforts of 

these two men, the Groesbeck church was officially recognized as a new 

church by the Haec Baptist Association at its annual meeting held on 
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August 26 and 27, 1876 at Blue Ridge Church, Falls County. At that 

time, there were only sixteen members of the Groesbeck church, with the 

Reverend Jennings listed as the duly installed pastor. 10 

10 bilk d I, pld, AH' t f th '7 ~Btf t om 
Texas, pp. 73-74. 

In August 1877, Foster again attended the Annual Session of the 

Waco Association — this time held in Marlin — as an "unordained minister" 

from Groesbeck. 11 

Ibid. , p, 85. 

A second son named Walter Drew Foster~ was born in Groesbeck on 

October 18, 1878. With the prospect of a growing family, Foster now 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Yes. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, Texas, 
Ymy 28, 1963. 

found it necessary to apply himself more assiduously than ever to his 

insurance business, and in connection with the New Fra began to branch 

out into Job printing, turning out pamphlets of various types, minutes 

of various associations, briefs of law cases, and occasionally pro- 

Democratic political materials. 13 

13 
Ray A. whiter to Robert E. Byrns, waco, Texas, tune 21, 1962, in 

L. L. booster Papers. 
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The year 1879 opened sadly with the death of Foster 's only sister 

Milly Malinda on January 26. She was not quite eighteen. Of the eight 

chi. ldren born of Captain Foster's two marriages only four had survived 

by 1879. ~ 

14 "Family Record of Joseph D. Foster " dated: "Dec. 10th, 1892, " in 
L. L. Foster Papers. 

The unpropitious opening of the year 1879 for Foster seemed to 

permeate the rest of Texas. In the spring there was excessive rain, and 

then as summer arrived, the weather turned hot and extremely dry for 

Central Texas. 'Ihe Fort 'cnorth Democrat complained of the 110 degree heat 

and decried the lack of public baths, but observed that the town had "a 

number of free public stenches. " Animals were reacting strangely, and 15 

5Fort Worth ~Dail Immocrat, July 19, 1879. 

an incidence of rabies was reported. A child, who had been bitten by a 

dog, died of 

hydrophobia. . . . Mad stones were applied +to the wounjd 

and it was i'ondly hoped had proven effectual~ until 
Friday last when symptoms of the disease showed themselves. 

16Ibid. 
& August 15, 1879. 

Malaria ravaged New Orleans, and Galveston promptly quarantined all 

vessels approaching from that city and earned the thanks of the Democrat 
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for taking such nreventive steps. 17 

17 Ibid. , July 24, 1&79. 

At Memphis, Tennessee, the dreaded yellow i'ever broke out. The St. 
Louis postmaster rei'used to handle mail from the pestilent area. On 

July 25 the Texas State Health officials quarantined the Lone Star State 
against freight i'rom Memphis and at Red 'River, a few miles north of Denton, 

a fumigation mill was established for all mail destined for Texas via 

th Mi 1, K, dT 211 d. B D t b diht9t 
was a known fact that yellow i'ever never appeared at elevations above 

four hundred feet sea level. Although the source of infection at Memphis 

was no doubt caused by unclean privy vaults, it was hoped that wise men 

would investigate the cause of the dreaded disease and impose regulations 

to eliminate it. 18 

Ibid, , July 19, 25, and August 2, 1879. 

During July, the Indians in Hest Texas proved troublesome. 

Deutscheurer's Rancho, three miles west of Fort Davis, was attacked by 

redmen who killed Juana Josea, the herder's wife, and made off with 

sixteen head of horses. 19 

9Ibid. ~ July 19, 1879. 

Business lagged that summer. Mhile great loads of buffalo hides 
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were being hauled into Fort !cnorth, the number of domestic beef animals 

on hoof' moving northward i'rom Southern and Southwestern Texas was only 

257~927~ or 7, 719 less than for the same time the previous year. 20 

20 Ibid. , August 2 and 6, 1879. 

The Denton Monitor complained: 

Denton is invested with a number of Juvenile Sneak Thieves 
Pand observed darkly theist the boys are ripening i' or the 
gallows or the penitentary. That book of 'Sam Bass and His 
Gang' has much to answer for. 

Quoted in the Fort, Worth ~3ail Democrat, July 20, 1879, 

On the brighter side, vH. M. S. Pinafore" took people 's attention off 

f lityf b'f p*ll. 1t ply d I dbyth M t 22 

Fort 'forth ~Dail Democrat~ August 6, 1879. 

as one of which "there 's nothing in it to offend the most fastidious . 
the music as well as the drama is bright and sparkling. " 

The wooded and undulating prairie of Limestone County lay in the 

doldrums during the last of the July heat of 1879, and not for another 

six weeks would the first suggestion of i'all shake the people out of' 

their summer lethargy. Foster was impatient to be doing something, and, 

although the elections of 1880 were a year off, he was sniffing the 

political air and detecting insurgency. The New Era began to take the 
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members of the state press to task for ouestioning the capabilities of 

United States Senator Sam Bell Maxey, "an 'ultra-simon-pure-secession- 

anti-reconstruction Democrat'" whose first term would expire in 1880 and 

who was generally accepted by the Democrats as their nominee to be 

elected by the state legislature for a second term. 

2~~ -ruchardson, Texas the Iona Star State, p. 227. 

Those paners, +said the voice of Limestone Count@, engaged 
in an attempt to prepare the public mind for a change of 
Senators in 1880 forget that Yaxey is one of the most 
intelligent hardworking and influential men in the United 
States Senate. The people are pleased with his course, and 
the wire pullers can't make them go — Lang. 4 

24 The Groesbeck New &ra as quoted by the Fort '1orth Dailv Democrat, 
July 27, 1879. U. U. Lang was Master of the State Grange. He had un- 
realized gubernatorial aspirations in 1878. 

The closing of the year 1879 also marked the closing of L. L. 

Foster's first decade in Texas. He could well pause and reflect on his 

current position and consider future plans 'and prospects. He was a 

leader in local afi'airs--Senior larden of the Masonic Lodge, clerk of 

the Groesbeck Baptists, editor, and businessman; but the town was still 
small, and at twenty-eight years of age, middle-age to Foster seemed 

ominously close. His family was growing. 4 third child was on the way. 

Perhaps, the coming decade would see him advance to higher lev. ls and 

responsibilities. He never shunned responsibility. In fact, he sought 

it. Foster anxiously awaited the election year of 1880, and the ensuing 

decade. 



CHAPTER IV 
IN THE STATE IEGISLATURE 

The election year of 1880 marked an acceleration of Foster's 

activities which within the next five years would project him to a 

position of prominence in the affairs of Texas. Since his first arrival 

in Groesbeck six years earlier, Foster encountered an ever widening 

circle of close personal friends and poli. tical acquaintances through 

his work in the church and among the Masonic order. Through the columns 

of the New Era he became known to many others throughout Central Texas. 

The Democrats were no longer a minority party in the state, however, 

there were latent threats in the reappearance of the Republicans in 

strength in northeast Texas. The chief competition, however, was to 

come from the new and vcciferous Greenback Party which advocated the 

issuance of Greenback paper money' as full legal tender as a means of 

rai. sing farm prices. The new party also called for a general retrenchment 

in government expenses. 

The height of political activity in Limestone County in 1880 was 

reached on J'uly 16 when the aspirants for local county offices staged 

at Groesbeck a combination barbecue dinner and political rally. The 

featured speakers were United States Senator Samuel Maxey and Congressman 

Roger 0. Mills, both Democrats, and Dr. J. D. Rankin, of the Greenback 

Party. Senator Maxey spoke for an hour and a half before an 

enthusiastic crowd of four thousand persons, or about one-fourth of 

the county's population of 16, 255 as shown by the 1880 census, plus a 

number of visitors from the adjoining counties. Senator Maxey lauded the 

37 



'strength of the Democrats and decried the alleged weaknesses of the 

Greenbackers 

he attacked the Greenback Party vigorously, showing it had 
changed front since 1876~ and is no longer advocating the fiat money theory as a distinctive principle; that it now 
proposes to pay the national debt, according to contract in 
gold and silver. The past record of the democratic party 
was presented in glowing terms, and to this the people were 
urged to look for guidance in the future. The speech was 
cl. . ar, pointed, logical and convincing, and made the senator 
many new friends. 

Apparently the Senator was a convincing speaker because his opponent, 

Dr. Rankin~ flatly refused to speak when it came his turn. The doctor 

complained that the time allotted to the two opposing speakers had been 

uni'airly divided, and for this reason he declined making a speech at 
that late hour. 

After the barbecue following the rally, Congressman Mills addressed 

the crowd and was well received. 

Galveston ~Dail News, July 17, 1880 

The Democrats held their election of candidates in Limestone County 

on July 27. This came as something of an anti-climax to the excitement 

of the previous week. Voting was light, yet Foster won nomination by a 

vote of 524 to 301 over Gibson, as candidate to the State Legislature, 
2 

Ibid. , July 27, 1880. 

At the time Foster was being elected to the House of Representatives, 

another significant campaign was concluded in the Seventh District, 
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comprising six counties some distance north and east of the Fifty-Second 

Distr ictp which placed James Stephen hogg in office as District 

Attorney. Jim Hogg, like Foster, and only eight months his senior, was . 3 

Rt tt Ct, J ~tt H~AB~R, P, RR, 

another earnest young politician who was beginning to attract the 

attention of the people of Texas. The personalities of the two men were 

radically different, but both were basically honest with high personal 

standards and a capacity for hard work and attenti. on to detail, and each 

championed the cause of his constituents, the ordinary people of Texas. 

Both were friends of the farmer, the laborer, and the small businessman, 

against corporate wealth and special privilege. In a few years the 

political paths of the two men were to cross, and Hogg, in his long fight 

against illegal trusts and unfair cornorate practices, soon found himself 

relying heavily upon the services and support, of L. L. Foster. 

The year 1880 fulfilled all of Foster 's earlier optimistic 

expectations and ambitions for greater achievement and prominence in 

public affairs. His family, too, was growing. A new baby, a girl this 

time, Edna Eerie Foster, was born March 23, 1880, and required more of 

Laura Foster's attention, along with the increasing demands of the two 

little boys. Father Foster, sn indulgent family man, regretted the 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeilp Dallas, Texas, 
May 28, 1963. 



numerous absences that were made necessary by his increasing participation 

in pu'hlic afi'airs. In the late spring he made the long trip by rail to 

Houston to help organize the Texas Press Association, which met for the 

first time on May 19 with Foster as a charter member cf the new organization. 

5 Baillio, A H~istor of the Texas Pr ss Association, p. 73-76. 

Then, too, "oster's church responsibilities were increasing with the 

growth and expansion of the Texas Baptists and his own growing popularity 

within the organization and among the rank and file Baptists of the state. 

He was frequently requested to address conventions and meetings of the 

denominaticn. The Twenty-First Session of the '~ace Baptist Association, 

held at White Hall, i'ive miles west of ~. 'aco, requested him to report to 

the Association on the sub]ect of "Temperance. " Fost r attended the 

meeting as an unordained minister from Groesbeck; and when called upon to 

address tne Association, declared in the course of his speech that, "if 
there were no moderate dram drinkers, there would be no drunkards. " At e6 

Halker and Lumpkin, ~Hister of the waco Baptist Association, 87; 
Pwy A. '!alter to Ro'bert E. Byrns, Haec, Texas, Jun 21, 1962, in L. I. 
Foster Papers. 

the business meeting of the Association, Foster was named to membership 

in the Baptist Foreign Mission Board, thus incurring additional 

responsibilities. 7 

Ray A. Halter to Robert Z. Byrns, ~dace, Texas, June 21, 1962, in 
L. L. Foster Papers. 



f I gcnu" ry 18, 1881, ('overnor Gran !'. Roberts I . agan & i= second 

term in ofi'ice and L. L. I"oster, now twenty-nine years of age, took his 

seat in the House of Representatives n the old car itol building in 

Austin, and became a member of the Texas State Legisl tare sometimes 

rei'erred to as that 

lndenendent organisation. . . more indenendent than 
anv other !egislature in the United States. . . Langd as i'ar 
as "exas is concerned a member of the legislature holds the 
most resnonsible office from the President of the Un. ted States 
„. . down to Constable. 8 

. '*g C. ':t. ht h ~T, :: 1 t ' th * F n 1 , " . . . 1-2. . 

Foster's activities in the Seventeenth Legislature are o'hscure. 

He aopears to hav, proceeded with caution, He sought to learn the 

business of legislation, and to study r. . ore i'ully the problems cf the 

day on a broader perspective from the state capitol than one could 

vision at the county level. . 'he Seventeenth Legislature sunported Governor 

Robert'=- program of debt liquidation and government solvency and end!orsed 

his "pay-as-you-go" policy. The Governor reported in his inal message 

to ', he Legislature in 1883 that during his two terms in office nearly 

a million and a half dollars hac been paid on the state debt and this 

had 'been in spite of the fact that taxes had been anpreciably reduced. 

Ifter the Seventeenth Legislature adjourned Foster returned hone 

to nroe 'neck in tine to welcome the latest baby in tl"e Foster house- 

. . old! — : nr; ' -". , : oster — born Nay , 1881. 
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9 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, Texas, 
May 28, 1963. 

As the summer of 1881 wore on Foster continued to be busy with his 

public activities. During this time the Groesbeck church sent him as 

one of three delegates to the Fourteenth Annual Session of the Baptist 

General Association held in ~'aco, July 22-26. The official minutes of 

the session show that Foster was placed on the Sunday School Committee 

oi' the General Association to help develop the educational program of 

the church. 10 

10 Proceedin=s of the Fourteenth Annual Session of the Bent- st 
~mneral Association of &exas, 1881, p. 5, 86. 

The old capitol building in Austin burned Hovember 9, 1881, and 

Governor Roberts called a special session of the Legislature to meet 

April 6, 1882, to make specific provision for the construction of a 

new capitol building for which general authority had been given in the 

Constitution of 1876. The Legislature initiated action to start 

negotiations with a northern firm to erect a new capitol building in 

return for a grant of three million acres of land in Hest Texas. 

The necessary legislation having been accomplished, the suecial 

session of the Seventeenth Legislature adjourned on May 5, and 

Representative Foster hurried home for a few days with his family 

bei'ore setting out for the second annual meeting of the Texas Press 

Association scheduled to meet in Pilot's Opera House in Houston May 11. 
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As a charter member of the Association, Foster felt obliged to attend 

the meeting. The Association wes having difficulty in getting properly 

organized, and th re was some mystery regarding the whereabouts of one 

of its key officials and the missing funds of the Association. 11 

Baillio, g H~istor of the Texas Press Association, p. 76. 

Upon his return to Limestone County, Foster was soon back in the 

routine of public life. In July he was called to attend the fifteenth 

annual session of the Baptist General Association of Texas held in 

Sulphur Springs from the twenty-first through the twenty-fifth of the 

month. Returning to Groesbeck with a new responsibility as a member 

oi' the "Bible and Colportage and Fducational Board, " Foster added this 

latest duty to his growing list of responsibilities connected with his 

church. He was also serving again as ". orshipful Master of the 

~P* d' . f th !"f!. t! A 1!I. ' f!! !I t' t 
General Association of Texas, 1882, p. 11. 

Groesbeck Masons. 13 

Membership Card File, Grand Lodge of Texas, waco, Texas. 

Foster decided to continue in the state legislature, and accordingly, 

in 1882 ran for and was elected to the office a second time on the 

Democratic ticket. In spite of an upswing in the Greenback Party vote 



in the statep Foster 's support, of the i'armers' demands for needed reforms 

in tho land laws, the regulation oi' railroad transportation, the abolition 

of the "smokehouse" tax law, the abolition of useless ofi'ices, and the 

establishment of a genuine public school system for Texas, cut heavily 

into the Greenback Party vote in his district. "The people of the 52nd 

district . . . called him from the editorial sanctum" as one of his 

contemporaries remarked, and sent him down to Austin to represent their 

4'Daniell, Personnel of the Texas State Government, 1885, p. 4. 

interests. In the meantime, on September 5, 18. 2, the Foster family 

welcomed another youngster, their fifth, with the birth oi' Jacob 

Lawson Foster. 5 

15 Death Certii'icate, State File Wo. 48145, exas Department of 
Health, Bureau of' Vital Statistics, Austin; Interview of Robert :;. Byrns 
with lairs. T, D. Ncheil, Dallas, Texas, hlay 28, Io63. 

The Eighteenth Legislature convened January 9, 1883, and a few days 

later, J'ohn Ireland was installed as the new governor of Texas. Foster 

now occupied his seat in the House of Representatives with the air of an 

experienced legislator~ and his forensic ability soon began to attract 

the attention of many of his colleagues and to earn for him the reputation 
16 of an accomnlished orator. Foster was accorded consid rable notice 

16, Daniall, Personnel of the Texas State Government, 1885, p. 4. 
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during the session and given various legislative resoonsibilities. He 

was named chairman of several important committees, including the 

chairmanship oi' the all important Free Conference Committee, composed 

of five members of the House and five of the Senate, to iron out the 

differences between the two houses on the sale oi' nublic land for the use 

of the various state educational and eleemosymary (orphan8 blind, deaf8 

dumb, and lunatic) institutions. The committee's report was then 
17 

Journal of the House oi' Representatives of the St . te oi' Texas. 
E~tt** tt ~L' 1 t ~188, p. 44. , 441. 

submitted to the House of Hepresentatives and there adopted by sr. 

"unanimous vote. " During the session oi' the Legislaturet Foster was 
18 

18 -. . ibid. , p. 444'. 

"called to the chair" to preside over the House on five different 
lo occasions. ' Of gr-ster significance, however, was the interest that 

Ibid. , p. 503. 

Foster exhibited in working towards establishing a commission to regulate 

railroad traffic, fares, operating procedures, and other matt rs 

connected with the railroads. Horking with James g. Chenoweth of Bonham 

and Senator A. '. ~. '8errell of Austin, Foster sought to get the necessary 

legislation passed, but failed. Eight years later, with a more gr~atly 20 



Cotner, James Stenhen H~os, p. 221. 

aroused public support, the desired legislation would pass under the 

leadership of Governor Hogg and Foster would be named as one oi' the 

three original members of the first Texas Hailroad Commission. 

Upon adjournment of the eighteenth Legislature on April 13, 1883, 

Foster returned to Groesbeck to give attention to his business interests, 

to cement political and personal friendships, and to spend somQime 

with his family, before and in between attending the usual church, 

fraternal, and press conventions and meetings with which he was 

associated. The year 188!, would be another election year foz state 

and local offices, as we"1 as for President of the United States, and 

the rouzine of the stump speaker would require long bours of travel and 

speaking; hence, it would not 'b unlikely that Foster elected to rest a 

little after the Legislature adjourned. misting records az e vague 

regarding his actions during the latter half of 1883. 

The year 188& marked the biz th oi' the sixth child to Lafayette 

Lumpkin srd I. aura Pander Foster, on March 23. The new born son was 

simply christened "Mack Marion ~cater. s 21 

Interview of Robert Z. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. Mcpeil, Dallas, 
exas, May 28~ 1963. 

Foster found time to attend the annual state convention of the 

Texas Press Association in Meyer Hall, Dallas, on May 5, 188i„ where he 

nominated Colonel J. F. Zlliott, editor of the Wllas Herald for 



President and moved that the . lection 'be by acclamation. Elliotty 

however, declined to permi. t his name to be considered because he had been 

selected to spend the year in New Orleans as "Commissioner to the 

1 t' . "i3 II ldad t ). d q tly, if. t. HBI, 1 y 

the Dallas Herald, was nominated and elected to fill the office of 
President of the Association for the next year. 22 

22 Baillio, A ~Histor of the Texas )dress Association, p. 106. 

Aftqr the meeting of the Press Association, Foster returned to 

Groesbeck and probably was soon off on a Press Association excursion to 

Houston. Such excursions were now becoming a regular feature of the 

annual meeting of the Texas Press Association and were generally on a 

gratis basis from the railroads, the hotel keepers, and other catering 

services that preferred to keep on the good side of the press. In 1884 

a special car snd sleeper were attached to the regular train for the 

accommodation of those members of the Press Association going to Houston. + 

ibid. 

On Zune 11-12 h'e attended the Democratic State Convention in . ort North 

to assist, in choosing delegates to represent the state Democratic Party 

in the party's national presidential nominating conventiop meeting in 

Chicago on July 8. In ths State Convention Foster represented the 

Fifteenth Senatorial District on the Committee on Platforms and 
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Resolutions. 

'4 ', t 'Al. ll '2 11 ( 1. ), Pl t"- 1 P — tl 1 P tt 
Texasp pp. 217-218. 

Foster continued to be very active in the affairs of the Baptist 

Church and never lost an opportunity to attend all local, county, and 

state meetings of the Baptist Associations, or to preach in the role of 

a lay-minister. As late as 1936 he was sti. ll remembered among the 

Baptists for his work in the church even after many of his other 

achievements had been forgotten. A writer in the Centennial ~Stor of 
P~ttt't, ptl'td'1935, d: 

The laymen of this period wbo saw denominati. onalservice 
in more places than any other, perhaps, was Honorable 
L, L. Foster . 

25 Franklin Elisha Burkhalter, "The Laymen and Their Work" from ttdl J. . tt, Pt d. t 1 ~dt 1' 1' ~td 
t' t*, p. 252. 

In accordance with his reputation, Foster attended the annual 

session of the General Association held in Paris, Texas, July 25-28P 

1884. He was still a member of the "Bible and Colportage and 

Educational Board" concerned with the finances of ministerial education 

and scholarships for young ministers attending Waco University. Included 

in the minutes of the 1S84 meeting is Foster's report dated July 15, 18843 

on the activities and recommendations of the Board. 26 
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~P*d fthm. B t thA1S fth~Bt' 
general Association of' Texas, 1884, p. 25. 

Going from the sacred to the secular, Foster next went to Houston 

to attend the State Democratic Convention for state affairs, August 18- 

21, inclusive. The Democrats renominated John Ireland as their candidate 

i' or governor. Chairman J. M. Claiborne discussed the schisms within the 

party~ and the tendency for some of the members to drift from the fold 

into the ranks of the Greenback Party'. Foster was again placed on the 

Committee of Platform and Hesolutions, and no doubt had considerable 

influence in liberalizing the platform of the party and yet maintaini~d 

the air of harmony that prevailed at the convention. The Texas Democratic 

Convention endorsed th . principles announced in the platform adopted by 

the national Convention of the Democratic Party, which had met in Chicago 

in July. The nomination of Grover Clev land by the National Conventi. on 

was approved. The Texas Convention went on record as approving an 

efficient system of common free schools for Texas, both for white and 

for colored races, and recommended the disposition of state school lands 

set aside for the purpose under "such limitations as may best subserve 

these ends, so that school taxes may be reduced to the lowest possible 

limit. " 

The Free School and asylum lands, the Convention declared, were 

a sacred trust in the custody of the Legislature and to be held and 

managed for the best interests of the particular fund to which they 

were dedicated. 

Leasing rather than selling the lands was advocated until such 
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times as they were purchased by actual settlers, at a reasonable price 
fixed by' law, without competition and in such a manner as not to retard 

the development and prosperity of the frontier. 

The Convention opposed the enactment, of a herd law and recommended 

overhauling existing State laws i' or the protection of mechanics and 

laborers by liens in order that the real laborer might be thoroughly 

protected. 

The State Convention also opposed the unrestricted buying and 

controlling of Texas real estate by corporations and advocated amendment 

of the incorporation laws to discourage such practices. 

The proper and immediate regulation of transportation of freight 

by common carriers was considered a matter of public concern and thszt 

delays and discriminations to which persons and places were often 

subjected by carriers should be remedied by prompt and efficient 

legislation. 

Priends of good government in Texas were appealed to "to assist in 

the maintenance of the same. " 

The Convention also tacked on several additional resolutions. One 

condemned the ecriminal indifference exhibited by the Republican Party 

at all times" and had some caustic remarks for James G. Blaine, when 

he was Secretary of' State of the United States, in reference to the 

care and protection of American citizens of foreign birth while they 

were visiting in foreign countries. 

The Democrats in Congress were commended for their actions& especially 

their stand om the tariff issue. (Protective tariffs were not favored— 

only those for revenue were considered favorably). 
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'Ihe last recommendation advocated to the Hineteenth Legislature 

of Texas the formulation of a law providing for the organization of 

district criminal courts whenever necessary throughout the respective 

Judicial districts of the State, 

Dallas ~5'eekl Herald, August 21, 1884; Cotner, James ~Ste hen H~o 

P 953 '. 5' ll" ( 2 ~ 3, ~ltf' . 5 P 3 t l 3 tt 5, P. 220-223. 

As a result of his activities within the Convention and upon i. ts 

platform and Resolution Committees Foster's stature among the Democratic 

leadership in the state increased considerably. In i'act, he was teamed 

with the eminent Congressman Robert 0. Mills for a speaking tour through 

Central Texas. The Dallas Herald kindly observed: 

Hon. R Q. Mills and L. L. Foster spoke at Kosse yestp rday. 
+Oct LJ. They both sustained their well-earned reputations 
as orators; and the Republican cause and free grass craze 
were set back ten years in that community. Who is more 
worthy than L. L. Foster of Limestone to handle the gavel 
in the next legislature72 

28 Ibid. , October 92 1884. 

Hot only was Foster helping to promote the course of the liberal 

wing of the Democratic party, but he was also concerned about his own 

re-election. For the latter, he should have had little cause for 

concern. The voters of the Fifty-second District, 5udgiqg from the 

election returns, seemed to have been weIl pleased with what he had been 

doing in the Legislature and returned him for a third term by a sizeable 

vote. After the election returns were in a correspondent of the Dallas 
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~Ãsekl Herald commonted shortly before Christmas: 

Editor and Hon. L. L. Foster, of Groesbeck arrived this 
morning Pin Waco, December 2/i . He is the editorial 
representative in the Legislature from this district and 
is hers looking after his political fences, he being an 
aspiriant i' or Speaker at the next House of Representatives. ~ 

9?bid. , December 25, 1884. 

At noon January 13, 1885, the Hon. J. W. Baines, Secretary oi' State, 

called the Nineteenth Legislature to order. After the opening prayer end 

certain other ceremonial functions had been disposed of, the business 

of selecting a Speaker was in order. L. L. Foster, A. T. McKinney, 

W. F. Upton, and M. Tankersly were each nominated from the floor for 

that key position in the House. After the nominations were closed, and 

the balloting was about to commence, Tankersly withdrew from the race. 

On the first ballot Foster, Upton, and McKinney each polled forty-five, 

thirty-six, and twenty-four votes, respectively. By the time the third 

ballot was r-. ached, McKinney had withdrawn. On the third ballot, Foster 

r'eceived fifty-six votes to forty-nine for Upton. Poster was then 

acclaimed the new Speaker, and, at the direction of the Secretary of 

State, the losers in the contest escorted Foster to the chair, where 

he was promptly sworn in. 

After the installation ceremony, Poster addressed the House and 

asked for the cooperation of its members. He also remarked that he had 

been opposed in the contest for Speaker by honorable competi. tors who 

had an honorable ambition to be elected to the speakership by virtue of 

their age and experience in public life. Foster concluded with 



congratulations that the contest had beeni sn earnest one and that there 

was no bitter:. sss -f feeling. . ne F-ase ien adjourned u;. ". il 3:30 p. m. 

'2 
Q ~ J'o'wr. a" o the Pouse of Renresentatives of the &tate of texas 

t ti ~i' 1 t, , ~18i. . 1. 

It is not "~e purpose of this biography to go into any detail oc 

the accomnlis'. ". ants of the Nineteenth Legislature or, conversely, to 

study the work left undone by iu. It is sufficient to say that this was 

an era of unrest. A fence-cutting war was in progress =--' it b. -came 

necessary for Covernor Ireland to cal: the Legislature into special 

session :o dea w th the matter. In Austin, the Legislature worked 

under some handicap. The ofi'icos of the stats government and legislative 

bodies were housed in cramped quarters in a building nn Congress Avenue 

while the new capitol was undorgoing construction. The Univ-r 'ty of 

Texas had become a reality during Ireland's first term as govi. rnor, and 

continued improvements had been made during his administration of all of 

the other state institutions, making possible a further reduction ir. 

taxe s 

At, the time of his election, Foster was the y'oungest person to occupy 

the Speaker's Chair. The record no longer holds true today. The 

Speaker oi' the Forty-fifth Legislature of 1937, the Honorable R. V, 

Calvert "f Hillsboro, was thi. rty-one years of age when elevated to that 

office. Foster was thirty-i'our. Foster's record for attendance at 
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legislative sessions was excel ent. C" the sixty-six days in which the 

House "et, he was absent a total of three and one-half days. 

32 journal of the House of Re resentatives oi' the State of exes 
~ 8 . t . th ~t' 1 t, ~188, 2. 136, 198, 204, 325, 8 329. 

Foster's family had rema3ned in Groesbeck while he was in Austin, 

and he probably was concerned over childhood ailments of the children, 

and~ over the real or fancied alarms engendered when his barn and corn 

crib were burned on February 26, allegedly by a disgruntled tramp. 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Hrs. T. D. HcNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, Hay 28, 1963; Ray A. Halter to Robert E. Byrns, Haco, Texas, June 
15, lo63. 

There was scms doubt as to whether or not he attended the sixth 

annual convention of the Press Association at Galveston on February 10- 

13, when Carl Shura spoke to the Association, since he was occupying the l 

Speaker's Chair on those dates, and the record of the legislature session 

does not show that he was absent on these days. The attendance rolls of 

the Press Association have been lost. 

34 33aillio3 A H~istor of the Texas Press Association, pp. 109-110. 

That Foster was held in high esteem by his fellow representatives 

is quite evident. On the day of adjournment of the Legislature on 

Yiarch 31, 1885, a brief end unprecedented ceremony took place in the 
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House with Foster being presented a ring by the House pages and a large 

and very elegant silver tray by hi. s fellow legislators. There may have 

been additional silver presented to him nn this occasion, for the donors 

spoke of a "silver set, " but only the tray now (1963) remains in evidence, 

and is in the possession of Foster's youngest and only surviving child, 

Mrs. T. D. McNeil, of Dallas, Texas, the former May Alma Foster. The 

inscription engraved on the tray reads: 

Members of the House 
19 Legislature 

to their 
Speaker 

L. L. Foster 

As a matter of interest and because the scene is one of the only three 

on record where Foster's remarks were set down verbatim, tbe presentation 

ceremony is given as it appeared in the House Journal of that day: 

The Reading Clerk, George N. Finger of Terrant County, was first presented a gold-headed cane i' or the prompt, diligent 
and fai~ul manner sin which he discharged the arduous and 
trying duties as Roading Clerk of the Legislature. » 

Following this little ceremony, the representative from Montgomery 

County, the Honorable A, T. McKinney then presented to Speaker Foster on 

behalf of the Nineteenth Legislature a "silver set" as an indication of 

the respect in which the members of the House held their Speaker. During 

the course of the presentation cer mony McKinney saidp&st s 

. an associate in the transaction of the business of 
the House and Aas an indicationg that we feel that you 
have discharged the duties of the responsible office 
with zeal and ability, that you have striven to acquaint 
yourself with the duties thereby imposed, and that ydn have 
administered the office with zeal and skill . . . we hope 
that this service will serve to perpetuate in a pleasant 
manner in your home, with your wife and children and friends, 
the honorable estimate which this house has placed upon your 
character and services. 
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In accepting the gift presented to him, Foster remarked that the 

relations between the Speaker and the membership of the House had been 

the most pleasant and cordial; and he said that he wished to take this 

opportunity to thank them further for the kindess shown and for the 

many courtesies they had e . tended to him. Then in a more jocular tone 

he continued: 

During our labors here you have been presided over by one 
whose judg"ents were not like the laws of the Nedes and the 
Persians - unalterable — and from whose decisions you could 
have appealed. But you are about to return to the jurisdiction 
of another presiding off'icer from whose decisions there is no 
appeal. You may raise a "point of order" on hor, but when the 
decision is announced and the gavel falls, the question at 
issue is forever settled. There will be no turning back of 
the hands oi' the clock there, every man must come up to the 
full measure of his duty, or suffer the punishment that will 
surely follow. 

Nay each of you meet with a kind reception and the 
apnroving smiles of a grateful constituency at, home. May 
your lives be long, prosperous and happy, and may you be as 
d . voted to the interest of "exas in the future as you have 
been in the past. 

Again I thank you for this token of appreciation. 35 

o5 J 1*ftl'. H i~!I tt' 8th Stt f1' 
Nineteenth Legislature, p. 457-458. 

Then in another move fully as unprecedented as the presentation oi' 

the silver, Edward Pendleton, one of the House pages, presented the 

retiring Speaker a "handsome ring, " as he expressed it, on behalf of the 

pages of the House of Representatives with the hope that it would be 

. worn as a souvenir of our high appreciation of you 
as a gentleman and presiding officer. 3C 

36lbid 



Foster thanked the pages and admonished them to 

be moral, upright, honest young men and in after years, 
when you shall have attained the years of maturity, may the 
people of your respective counties honor you with seats as 
Representatives in this Legislature. 3Y 

3TIbid. 

By "years of maturity" Foster no doubt had in mind his own venerable 

thirty-one years during which time he hoped that he perhaps had given 

some indication of maturity in judgment and leadership. 

The hour of twelve o' clock arrived and Speaker Foster adjourned 

the House after a concluding speech in which he summarized the 

achievements of the Nineteenth Legislature, but observed that time alone 

would tell how well the Legislature had peri'ormed its duty. It was, he 

said, the peoples' prerogative to sit in judgment on the acts of the 

legislature and: 

In the pre. ent state of public opinion no fair and impartial 
verdict can be rendered. we have been misrepresented, abused, 
maligned, and the indiscreet acts and utterances of a few have 
been held up to public view as representing the character of the 
majority, and the good we have done, if any, has been lost sight 
of. 

Foster then gav. a summary of the most important legislation of the session 

l. You have provided for the deficiency in the revenues of 
the government necessary to meet cur obligations to those 
employed in the public service. 

2. You have amended the tsx laws and curtailed expenses, 
wherever it could be done without impairing the efficiency 
of government, so as to bring the current expenses within 
the current revenue, and thus provided for a continuance 
of the "pay as you go" policy, which has been so fully 
endorsed by the people. 

3. You have passed laws compelling railroad companies doing 



business in this state to keep and maintain a public office 
within the jurisdiction of cur courts, and also to prevent 
the consolidation of competing lines, and thus the first 
steps have been taken to force compliance with cur 
Constitution by these corporations. 

4. You have provided for the sale and lease of the public 
school, university and asylum lands, snd thus redeemed the 
pledge made to the people by the Houston Democratic 
Convention. 

After thanking the members of the House again for their support and 

loyalty, Foster observed: 

It was not without doubt and misgivings as to my ability 
to discharge the important duties to which this House 
assigned me, that I accepted the trust imposed, but 
whatever errors I may have committed in the organizati~n 
of the House or the administration of its rules, I feel 
conscious of having acted in all that I have done solely 
with reference to the promotion of the public interests, 38 

38Ibid. 

After a few additional remarks along this general trend Foster made an 

observation which reflects most favorably on his ability as an organizer 

and parliamentarian 

During all the excitement incident to debate over great public 
questions there has not been a single appeal taken from any 
decision rendered by the chair. 

'Ihereupon, the Legislature adjourned at noon on March 31, 1885, 

after being in session sixty-six days from January 13, and Foster 39 

39m id. , p. 458. 

returned to hip home in Groesbeck. 



CHAPTER V 

LAST DANS IN LE%STONE COUIPIYP 1885-1886 

Lafayette L. Foster returned to Limestone County upon the 

adjournment of the Legislature in March, 18858 and plunged into the 

task of getting in order his personal business and political affairs 

which had fallen into disarray during his frequent and prolonged 

absences from home. Then, too, there was the political fence-mending 

necessary to keep him constantly in the eye of the fickle public. At 

times the end results did not seem worth the effort expended. His 

n wspaper, the New Era, which came out every Friday whether he was in 

Groesbeck or notp reouired constant attention. As time passed, he had 

found it necessary to depend more and more upon his editorial snd 

printing staff to keep the paper in circulation. The ~e ~ra in 1885 1 

Bay A. Walter to Robert E. Byrns, Waco, Texas, June 21, 1962, in 
I, . L. Foster Papers. 

was a respectable newspaper of eight pages, size 29 x 40 inchesd with a 

circulation of some nine hundred copies. Printed on Fridays, it enjoyed 

a relatively wide circulation and was universally respected throughout 

the state. Politically, it espoused the cause of the Democratic Party. 

2 ll 
' 

dt lh ~D* t (1888), P. 684; lt I. 11, P D 1 f 
th T dtt 8 t tthdj th f~httl hdT*T88T, 
pp. 31-32. 

Foster had 1st it be known in 1884 that he aspired to be the 
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Speaker of the House in the Nineteenth Legislature, and he had by 

dropping judicious remarks and by his own personality been accorded 

this honor. Furthermore, he had won wide acclaim in the performance 

of his duties as Speaker. Now, however, he felt that he had gone as 

far as possible in the Legislature, and while his constituents would 

likely return him to his legislative )eat year after year if he so 

desired, the idea of spending three to i'ive months each two years away 

from home did not seem very attractive to him. The business of being 

a legislator was an arduous, expensive, and a thankless task. Foster 

aspired to hold higher political office. 

The office of Secretary of State appealed to him snd he i'elt that 

his experience in the legislature oualified for the position. Another 

rising young politician and reform leader within the Democratic Party, 

James Stephen Hogg, the District Attorney for the Seventh District, had 

won statewide respect by his success as a reform leader in his district 
and was beginning to be boomed as the Democratic choice for the position 
oi' Attorney General. Foster also had ambitions to be governor, and 

3 

Ray A. Walter to Robert 7, . Byrns, Waco~ Texas~ September 5, 1962, in L. L. Foster Papers; Cotner, James ~Ste h n H~o , p. 102. 

followed the procedure~successfully employed when he sought the Speaker- 

ship of the House of 'Representatives,  letting it be known that he was 

"available". However, there was a difference in being Speaker and in 

being Governor. The idea was not taken seriously by others and one of the 

leading newspapers cf the stats seemed to regard the idea as a Joke. 
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'The San Antonio Times' is amusing when it asks: 'L. L. 
Foster for Governor and J. B. Cranfill for Lieutenant 
Governor: How does that sound?' They would be about as 
certain of election as Hash Zones was last year. & 

~Dali s ~eekl Herald, June 25, 1885. 

The "Nash Jones" referred to was George washington Zones oi' Bastrop, the 

Greenback Party's candidate in 1884, who contended against the reelection 

of Governor John Ireland. Ireland received 210, 53$ votes to the poor 

showing of 88, 230 votes for eNash" Jones. Dr. James Britton Cranfill 

Journal of the 'House of Re esentatives of th", State of Texas r' t th ~Lul t, , ~188, p, 21. 

was a Baptist leader and prohi. bitionist, who, in 1892, was to be a 

candidate for Vice-President of the United States on the National 

Prohibition Party ticket. 

The obvious choice of the Democrats for the governorship was the 

venerated Lawrence Sullivan Ross of Maco, and considerable enthusiasm 

was building up to place him in the governor's chair. Hoss was a renowned 

Texas Ranger, Civil Nar hero, and sheriff. He was regarded as one of the 

ablest and most respected men in Texas. Recognizing the impossibility 6 

6 Cotner, James ~Ste hen ~Po, p. 102. 

of obtaining the nomination oi' the state convention of the Democratic 

Party for Governor, Foster determined t'o plan for the future. He was 
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still relatively young, and through hard work and careful planning he 

might at some future date have a better chance of gaining the guber- 

natorial ofi'ice. Foster's ambition to be Governor was long recognized, 

but never achieved. 

Dallas ~Dail Times Herald, December 2, 1901. 

Foster became more heavily engrossed in the affairs of the Baptist 

Church. He was of the opinion that the time had arrived for the Texas 

Baptists to consoLidate and reorganize. He was impatient with the little 

splinter groups and local associations of Baptists, who took counsel of 

their fears and trembled over the problems incident to joining together 

to form one huge, powerful, and magnificent Texas Baptist Church. Foster 

believed that he was called to apply his God-given ability to help Sn 

the consolidation movement. This would require time, effort, and careful 

planning. This Foster did not object to doing, for his work in the 

Church was truly a "work of love, " and he always gave unhesitatingly of 

his time. 

Benajah Harvey Carroll, minister of the First Baptist Church of 

'. draco, in a meeting of the General Association of Texas Baptists in 

Cleburne in 1888 suggested the sending cut of a call for a meeting of 

Baptist leaders in the state to consider the consolidation of all Baptist 

organizations into cne general organization in order to eliminate the 

antagonism and inefficiency of the various factions within the denomination. 

The response among the several Baptist associations was both favorable 

and cordial. The General Association was encouraged to move forward 
'I 
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toward effecting a consolidation of all Baptist organizations into one. 

It was then resolved to take the matter up for discussions and through 

various meetings, opinions were expressed giving approval to the idea. 

Finally, in 18855 the ideas engendered at Cleburne were to bear fruit 

when the Baptists met at Ennis. 

'Ihe Eighteenth Annual Meeting of the Baptist General Association 

was held at Ennis, Texas, July 24-275 1885. The meeting was opened with 

prayer, after which the President of the Association, the Rev. R. C. 

Buckner, who had served as president for the past five years, requested 

that, he not be nominated again, and 

. put in nomination the name oi' Bro. L. L. Fost r for 
President, who was unanimously elected by acclamation . 

Bro. L. L. Foster, upon assuming the chair, said what- 
ever honors may have been conferred upon him politically, he 
could not be insensible to the honor of being President of 
the General Association. 'Ie would have preferred that some 
who have grown older in the work had been put in his position. 
He was willing to do all he couldy and request the assistance 
and prayers of the brethezs5 in his behalf. 

8 ~*di yth ~E'ht thdy ld Eth ~Bt t 
2 1 ' t' Ey hid ty d. , JMy2d, 25, d22, 1EB5, 
2 2 

Foster was also appointed a member of a committee of three to draw up a 

report on the work of the Frontier Missions for presentation to the 

Southern Baptists' Home Mission Board in Atlanta, Georgia. On the third 

~Ibid. 
y p. 14. 

and last day of the meeting, Sunday afternoon, J'uly 275 the famous 



resolution for Baptist unity was made. 

10 Jh'6, 27-28; 0 *11, Al ~t* f T . ~t' t, p. 643. 

From among the representatives of the ninety-one churches and 

twenty associati. ons presen't at the General Association's annual meeting 

thirty-one prominent leaders were chosen to meet on December 93 1885, at 
Temple, Texas, to ei'fact the consolidation with the other ma]or body of 

Texas Baptists — the State Convention. Among the thirty-one delegates 

chosen for this purpose were such noted Texans as Rufus C. Burlesonp 

J. E. Elgin, Richard Coke, and L. L. Poster . 

11 0 11, AB~t f l' ~lht' t, p. 643; 2 Phhht' 2, A~02 th 5' ~Bt t, p. 40. 

Also at the Ennis meeting the Association appointed Foster, S. L. 

Morris, and Henry Furmmp to visit the State Convention at Lsmpasas when 

it convened later in the summer to confer with that important segment of 

Texas Baptists on the mechanics of the merger and to work out all details 

pertaining thereto for presentation to the December meeting at Temple. 

The delegates were also charged with making arrangements for the 

"consolidation of denominational institutions of learningBe 2[12 

~PCA fth E~ht thlmlulS 4* fth 8 t t 
G l, * tt*, 1885, P. 28; C 2, A~B' t f T ~B„ttt, 
p. 643, 645. 

The consolidation of the Baptist General Assooiation with the State 
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Convention wrs efi'ected December 9, 18853 at, Temple, Texas. It was 

recommended that the two 'bodies consolidate under the name of "The 

Baptist Csneral Convention of Texas, " and that the first meeting of this 

organization should take place on the first Sunday in July, 1886, at Maco. 

The privately owned Texas Rwntist Herald, quasi-ofi'icial organ of the 

State Convention and the Texas Bautist, quasi-off'icial publication of the 

General Association were also conso'. idated and thereafter were known as 

the Texas &artist and Herald. The new paper continued to be privately 

financed. 

13 4 ~dt 't. '. , 0 t' t, p. 40; ~IP I* 0 I 
3 tl! ~P. 

t' t, 11, p . 1379, 1403. 

Poster was placed on a joint committee of ten members equally 

divided between the two general associations to present a basis for the 

consolidation of Haco University and Baylor University. On Uecember 10, 

the Committee proposed the consolidation of the two universities into one 

under the name of Baylor University at Haco. Provision was made for the 

transf. -r of the physical plant from Maco University to Baylor and Baylor 

University was to be located in the City of '. &aco. The co-educational 

system at "aco University was to be continued at Baylor University for 

ten years, snd thereafter the continuance of co-education would be 

determ5ned by a majority vote of the Baptist General Ccnvention of Texas. 

Baylor Pemale College was to be located at some c ntral point. The 

exact place ~ould be detern. 'ned by the willingness of a community to 

donate at least suitable grounds and buildings. The City of Belton met 



the conditions and the cornerstone of the first building was laid 

April 12, 1886. 

Foster's ability as an organizer and his aptitude for administration, 

as well as his oratorical powers~ had become well known. Often he was 

asked to preside over meetings he attended. At an earlier meeting in 1885, 

oi' the General Association at Chilton, ten miles west of Marlin, Foster 

was appointed the moderator and the year before he was called upon to give 

one of the three Sunday School speeches delivered at that time. 4 

14 ~Pdk a th ~tth l 1 s* f tt. R»t' t 
G 1~*ktk f7 hid t'lb' (', & th fV*) 
1884; Nalker and Lumpkin, A ~Histor of the 4'aco ~Ba tist Association of 
Texas, p. 98. 

Foster's occupation with the affairs of his church did not markedly 

interfere with his other interests. He had about given up the idea of 

running for the Twentieth Legislature;and since this was an off year for 

politics, he curtailed his activities somewhat, but continued to make 

speeches when the occasion demanded it, especially if it afforded him an 

opportunity to speak on "local option" in reference to the sale of liquor, 

as he did in Haco on August 29. 15 

15Dallas ~weekl Herald, September 3~ 1885. 

Although he continued publication of the New Era, Foster began 

casting about for a larger paper. He was convinced that if he ever 

exoected to progress further politically it would be mandatory for him to 
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move to an urban area, and to acquire a newspaner with an established 

reputation and a more extensive circulation. In the meantime the New 

Era must speak for him. 

The Seventh Annual meeting of the Texas Press Associaticn was held 

in Scn Antonio, May 18, 1886. The Association had grown from the 

struggling little group that passed for an organization of newspapermen 

in 1880 to the better organized and more influential body of 1886. The 

annual meetings were becoming gala affairs and the one at San Antonio was 

no exception. The members of the Association were entertained and given 

i'ree railroad express service and free rooms at the YMCA. The San 

Antoni. o A Aransas Pass Railroad provided an excursion train to Floresville 

and return. Arrangements were made for those who were interested to go 

on an excursion to St. Louis and Chicago after the regular meeting had 

ad]on~ed. In fact, L. D. Lillard, editor of the Fairfield . . ecorder, 

offered the following motion: 

~&thereas the Texas Press Association is, to a great measure 
misunderstood and misrepresented as to being a drinking and 

semi-dissipated body' at its annual meetings; therefore, be 
it resolved, that in all kindly regard for the feelings of 
the local Committee of Arrangements, we ask them to please 
omit from the programme of this evening the visit to the 
Lone Star Brewery. 

After an extended discussion the motion lost by a vote of eighteen 

to seventeen. The annual meeting of' the Texas Press Association then 

closed with the election of L. L. Foster as its next President. 16 

114. 
Baillio, A ~Hister of the &exas Press Association, pp. 111, 113- 
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It is probable that Foster completed negotiations for the purchase 

oi' the Dallas l~Jeekl Herald from H. H. Clayton while at the Press 

Association meeting in San Antonio. He may also have worked out the 

cetails of a partnership in the venture with Charles E. Gilbert then 

d jul 1 h f th Ab'1 l~*t . G&b t *f 
considerable newspaper experience. Prior to the establishment of the 

Abilene Resorter he had founded and published the Navasota Tablet in 1877. 

The purchase of the Herald was consummated June 7~ 1886. 

17 L. H. Tapscott, secretary, Brotherhood Department, Baptist 
General Convention of Texas, to Robert E. Byrns, Dallas, Texas, June 3, lo63, in L. L. Foster Papers; unidentified newspaper clippings: "Dallas 
and Texas 50 Years Ago, " "Times Herald Founder Dies, " in L. L. Foster 
Papers. 

About three weeks after the adjournment of the Press Association's 

annual meeting in San Antonio, Foster made preparations to move his 

family to Dallas for that purpose and rented a house in the city. Such 18 

Interview of Robert, E. Byrns with Has. T. D. HcNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, Hay 28, 1963. 

a move was no easy matter for a man so firmly established in Groesbeck; 

he had seen the little town grow from an end-of-track construction camp 

to a permanent, solid town with a population of some 800 inhabitants. 

Howevor, the town seemed to be destined to remain primarily an agricultural 

settlement, noted chiefly as the county seat of Limestone County, and as s 

cattle shipping point on the Houston & Texas Central Railroad. 19 



~4 ' " 
~lt ~3' t 1888, p. 68I. 

While Laura Pender Foster had strong i'emily ties in Groesbeck, she 

had not always lived there. Born in Orange, Texas, Decemb r 11, 1856, 

20 Certificate of Birth (Delayed Registration) No. 800880, Texas 
Department of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Austin. 

Laura Lucretia Pender had moved to Limestone County with her parents as 

a child, and did not now relish the idea of giving up her home in Groesbeck 

for this new venture, since most of her immediate family had settled in 

the county and her own children had all been born there. She remembered 

little of any other place besides Groesbeck, and Dallas was a big city 

and the intervening one hundred miles seemed to be farther from friends 

and family than it would today. Furthermore, the move would have to be 

made in the hot summer, and, another baby was on the way to add to the 

general discomfort of summertime in Texas. At the time of his move to 

Dallas Lafay. tte Lumpkin Foster was described as 

about six feet tall, straight and slight iu person, with a 
finely chisled face, the lower part of which is hidden by a 
thick, black "card, worn at a moderate length. He has a 
commanding presence and address, and is graceful and dignified 
in manner. He is now in the prime of life and gives promise 
of many more years of usefulness to his friends and to the 
state of his adoption. ~ 

Daniell, Personnel of the Texas State Government& 1887, p. 33. 

He was further known for his "high mental endowments, gr at executive 
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ability and indomitable energy, " and as possessing "a genius for close 22 

22 
~Br an Dailv Lisle, December 3, 1901. 

application. " The political mud slinging never seemed to hurt him. a2 

23 Tems Dentist Herald, December 5~ 1901. 

He was respected as "an incorruptible politician" and one, Z. G. 

+Ibid. 

Senter, lawyer, politician, and former newspaperman, was taken to task 

by an unidentified editor in 1898 for hinting alleged corrupt use of 

money at the Haco primary and elsewhere by Foster or at least with his 

acquiesence. Foster's champi. on declared that 

Hr. Senter should have informed himself before making 
such serious charges aggjnst one of the State's most worthy 
and trusted public men. 

5Unidentified newspaper clipping dated June 25~ 1898, in L. L. 
Foster Papers. 

In November of 1886 Governor-elect Lawrence Sullivan Hoss, in 

selecting trustworthy and qualified men for the key positions on his 

administrative staff, offered the appointment of Commissioner of 

Insurance, Statistics, and History~ to L. L. Foster, who promptly 
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accepted the apnointment. Governor Hoss prob, . bly knew Foster personally. 

Both men were from Central mexas, . and, no doubt, had frequently met, in 

'. Jaco and in Austin on various occasions. Both men were nrominent 

Democrats, and the commendable manner in which Foster had performed his 

duties as Speaker in the Pineteenth Legislature had not gone unnoticed 

throughout the State. The duties of' the Commissioner required patience, 

an an. itude for statistics, and an interest in history as custodian of 
the state's archives. Hoss knew that Foster possessed these reauirements. 

"oster now sold his in. rests in the pallas Perald to his partner, 

Charles Z. Gilbert, for an undisclosed down payment snd a balance cf 
"~700 to be paid in three increments of »300, "250, and '", 150 at ten 

pegent interest over a period of ten months. There is no evidence 
26 

6Three notes i' or '"300. 00, "25C. OO and '&150. 00 dated Dallas, Texas, 
Decemcer 1, 1886, L. L. Foster, creditor, C. E. Gilbert, debtor, on 
Letterhead of the '3allas Herald, eGilbert f: Foster, «ditors and 
Proprietors, " in L. L. Foster Papers. 

that these notes were ever paid. The reason Foster suddenly decided to 

leave Dallas is uncertain. He was there barely five months. The new 

paper may have provon a mon y losing venture as Texas was experiencing 

only relative and spotty prosperity at this time, and the great, 27 

Cotner, Jar. es Stenhen ~Po ~, p. 100. 

agricultural depression was not yet over. Furthermore, . oster had not 

been able to dispo;e of his newspaper in Groesbeck, the X!'eu Zra, before his 
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move to ~mlles. The ~Jew Era barely paid its own expenses. An annual 

subscription rate of $1. 50 and 900 circulation was not conducive to a 

life of leisure and Foster's primary business — insurance — suffered from 

his periodic absences. 

Ray A. Halter to Robert E. Byrns, Haco, Texas, June 21, 1962, in 
L. L. . t= P r -; A. I~l. ~nt, 1888, p. 684. 

The !Pallas Herald had also been in the 5ob-printing bustiness, but 

competition in this phase of work was severe, and Foster had probably 

9L. H. Tapscott, Secretary, Brotherhood Department, Baptist General 
Convention of Texas to Robert E. Byrns, Dallas, Texas, June 3, 1963, in 
L. I, . Foster Papers. 

been unable to realize much in the way of profits from it. 
The announcement of Foster 's appointment and the termination of his 

interests with the Herald appeared in the November 29, 1886, issue of 

that paper. In December 1886, Foster left Dallas and moved his family 30 

30Ibid. 

to Austin. 



CHAPTER VI 
FOSTERS HOGGY AND sVILDCATs INSVRANCE COMPANIES@ 1886-1890 

The Foster family moved to Austin in December, 1886, and settled in 
a house on 1rJhitis Street. The new home was conveniently located and 

1 

1 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, Texas, 
May 28, 1963. 

was only a twenty or thirty minute walk from downtown Austin and the 

temporary capitol on Congress Avenue. The campus of the new Vniversity 
oi' Texas was within a block or so of the Foster home. The grounds of 
the new capitol were also easily accessible, and the Foster children soon 

became fascinated with the sights and sounds of construction going on at 
the site. Since 1883 the new capitol had been in process of construction 

by the Capitol Syndicate of Chicago, which had contracted to build the 

capitol in return for three million acres of land in the Texas Panhandle. 

Construction was still somewhat over a year i'rom completion when the 

Fosters moved to Austin. 

Cotner, James Stenhen 7~Io , p. 10$. 

The family of the newly elected Attorney General, James Stephen 

Hogg, had also arrived in Austin in December, and was temNorarily located 

at Hidow Andrews' boarding house at the corner of Lavaca and 11th Streets, 
n'ot far from the Foster home and adjacent to the Governor s mansion. I 

73 
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3Ibid. 

Foster's immediate responsibility was to learn the routine of the 

office of the Commissioner of Insurance, Statistics, and History, and to 
become acquainted with any unfinished business. Although he would not, 

take office until Governor Hoss had been officially installed on January 

18, there was much that he could learn about, the affairs of the office 

beforehand, and he began to apply himself to the task. The department 

had been established in 1874 under the title of "The Department of 

Insurance Statistics and History. " The salary of the commission, . r of 

the department was fixed at, )2000. 00 annually. Shortly after Foster 

H. P. N. Gammel, The Laws of Texas, VIII, p. 1055. 

became Commissioner, there was added on April 1, 1887, a Bureau of 

Agriculture and, Foster thus became an ex-officio member of the Board 
5 

Ibid. , IX~ p. 896. 

of Directors of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, of 

which institution he was subsequently to become president in 1898. 

The office of the Commissioner had f'irst been held by Dr. V. 0. 
Percy Brewster, who held the office until his death on December 28, 1884, 

when he was succeeded by General Hamilton P. Bee, of' San Antonio, who in 

turn was replaced by Foster. 
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The duties of the Office of Commissioner of Agriculture, Insurance, 

Statistics, and History covered a wide range of responsibilities. As 

Commissioner he was authorized to communicate directly with the 

Department of Agriculture in washington, as well as with similar agencies 

in the various states and territories; and, at his option, with those of 

foreign countries, and with the representatives of' the United States in 

foreign countries. The importance of the office seems to have varied 6 

6 John Henry Brown, H~istor of ~Texas II, p. 550. 

with the State Administration and the personality of the Commissioner 

himself. Attorney General Hogg relied on Commissioner Foster to act as 

a double-check on insurance companies doing business in Texas and in time 

this function became one of Foster's chief responsibilities. 

7 Cotner, James ~Ste hen ~Ho, p. 117. 

The Twentieth Legislature convened on January 11 at 12 o' clock noon 

and after the election and installation of George C. Pendleton of Bell 

County as Speaker of the House, adjourned briefly until the afternoon. 

Foster was present during the formalities of the organization of 

the new I, egislature and no doubt observed the proceedings with a touch 

oi' nostalgia. A. C. Prendergast of NcLennon County, in Foster's old 

62nd District, , noting Foster observing the proceedings of the House of 

Hepresentatives, ofi'ered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, that the Hon. L. L. Foster of Dallas County, a 
mern'ber of the Seventeenth, Eighteenth and Nineteenth 
Legislatures and Speaker oi' the Nineteenth, be invited to 
a seat within the bar of the House. 

The Resolution was adopted. A week later (January 18, 1887) Governor- 8 

8 1 1 ftt P. t tt~t'tt ftt Rtt f 7 P, p. 

elect Ross was duly installed in office, along with a number of other 

state officials, including L. L. Foster as Commissioner of Insurance, 

Statistics, and History. It took very little time for Foster to become 

thoroughly oriented in his new position and in learning his new 

responsibilities. He 

brought System out of Chaos and rendered the department of 
Insurance, Statistics and History and Agriculture one of the 
most valuable departments to the people of the state 
The statistical matter annually collected and disseminated 
by the department has been of inestimable service to all 
classes. 

Yr. Foster has in every relation, as a citizen and 
public servant, discharged every obligation in a manner to 
5ustify the expectations of his friends and merit the 
approval of the people. 9 

9Daniellp Personnel of t' he Texas, ~~tats Ctov rnment with Sketches of ~Rt t' P *f 1' . , pp. 102-103. 

Daniell, the biographer quoted above, was so carried away with 

Foster's ability that a few years later he accorded the Commissioner 

twenty-five percent more space in his compact little book of biographical 

sketches than he allowed the Attorney-General Charles M. Culberson in 

1892~ (who later succeeded Hogg as Governor of Texasg, 



Lawrence Sullivan Ross, ex-Indian fighter and Confederate Army 

Brigadier General, could not by the most liberal interpretation of the 

term be classed as a reformer. He had been elected to office by an 
10 

Richardson, Texas the I, one Star, "tate, p. 265. 

overwhelming vote under the guidance of an ultra-conservative campaign 

manager, George Clark, of 11aco. However, the dynamic James Stephen Hogg& 

was also in ofi'ice as Attorney General and Hogg had campaigned and been 

elected on a promise of reform. His reputation in the Seventh District 

was one oi' reform and a most ruthless reformss at that. Among various 

i'actions of the Texas Democratic Party the Grand State Farmers' Alliance, 

in a convention at Cleburne on August 3-7, 1886, resolved that: "The 

Statutes oi' the State of Texas be rigidly enforced by the attorney- 

general, to compel corporations to pay the taxes due the state and 

counties. " The farmers sought in the Attorney General's office a man 
11 

Hinkler, Platforms of Political Parties in Texas, p. 236; Cotner~ 
James Stephen H~o , p. 103. 

who would vigorously pursue these aims and at the same time elevate the 

office of Attorney General to the stature it merited in the eyes of the 

public. Jim Hogg, the common man hoped, would be Just the person to 

cudgel the corporations into complying with the statutes of the State oi' 

Texas. His reputation so far had indicated that he possessed the 
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Cotner, James Stenhen H~o~, p. 102, 

necessary strength of character, insight, and leadership to do so. In 

his speech of acceptance of the nomination for Attorney General at the 

Democratic Convention, August 10-13, Hogg pledged to "fearlessly, 

impartially, and earnestly discharge every obligation resting upon me. s 

131bid. , p. 1O4. 

The pledge to bring the corporations under regulatory control of the 

state hcd been one of the main planks in the platform of the Stats 

Democratic Party, and after his election to the office of Attorney 14 

14&Hnkler, Platforms of Political Parties in Texas, pp. 2I37-242. 

o'h 
General, Hogg was determined to uphold the tenets of the platform which 

he had been elected. And, while Governor Ross, genteel, courageous, and 

honest, was of the old school of ultrgonservatism, Attorney-General Hogg 

was not. J'im Hogg was a militant reformerp and for the next ten years 

his was to be the voice that would set the tone of the Texas Government. 15 

15 Richardson, Texas the Lone Star State, p, 265 

Once the shouting and the tumult of the gubernatorial inauguration 

had died and the various state officials could get back to work, Foster 
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determined to check into the activities of the insurance firms doing 

business in Texas. Accordingly, as soon as he had organized his staff~ 

he requested the Attorney General to make an inspection of the charter, 

by-laws, and annual statements of the Hational Mutual Fire Insurance 

Company of Salina, Kansas, to determine whether the company should 

continue to do business in Texas. The company in ouestion was a private 

corporation organized to secure protection for its members against "loss 

or damage of property by fire. " Under Kansas law it appeared to be 

organized as a charitable or benevolent private corporation. By Kansas 

law, also, the company was authorized to take "premium notes, " which 

become liens on the property insured; the liability of the members was 

fixed, and cash premiums, fees and premium notes were declared to be the 

capital of the company. Hogg informed Foster that, while the company was 

evidently complying with Kansas laws and "protecting its members in 

Kansas, " there was no reserve fund or capital stock required for the 

protection of those who lived outside of Kansas. Texas law required 

every insurance company to have bona fide capital stock or not less than 

"j100~000, and to conform to certain restrictions upon its inv . stment. 

Furthermore, purely benevolent societies in Texas had to make annual 

report to the state, and failure to do so caused them to be considered 

profit-making operations. The Attorney General ruled that although 

a company may be called a 'mutual aid' or charitable, or 
benevolent association, if it is in fact conducted for 
profit to its officers, etc. , it is an insurance company, 
and subject to the general insurance laws of Texas. 
The 'Hational Mutual' derives its authori. ty from laws 
unknown to Texas; is an insurance company for business 
purposes, having in view the mofit and advantage to its 
officers and agents directly and to its members remotely; 
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and although it may incidently contemplate the promotion 
of the interests of others in a benevolent way, it cannot 
be lawfully permitted to operate in this state without 
strictly complying with the general laws of insurance, and 
you are so, most respectfully, advised. 18 

Cotner, J'ames ~Ste hen ~Ho, pp. 118»119. 

The agational Mutual" evidently was unable to comply with these 

regulations and disappeared from the Texas scene. 17 

17Ibid. , p. 119. 

Foster then proceeded to draw up a list of Wildcat" or illegally 

operating companies and submitted it to the Attorney General, who compiled 

his famous "Circular Letter" from the data provided by his Commissioner 

of Insurance. The "Circular Letter" was addressed to district and county 

attorneys, and advised them to initiate corrective action. At times 

Hogg would communicate directly with the county or district attorney in 

whose county or district a firm was operating illegally and would provide 

for the local law enforcing officers the necessary information with 

instructions to prosecute. 18 

Cotner, James ~Ste hen H~o, p. 120. 

The Commissioner of Insurance, Statistics, and History was, indeed, 

very busy, but the cares of office could be relegated to his roll-top 

desk each evening and he would return to his home on Mhitis Street to be 
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greeted by the shrieks of the six little Fosters. On February I, 1887~ 

May Alma, the seventh child, wcs born and was very soon spoiled by an 

indulgent father. Ymy Alma was the last child of the stair-step seven to 

be born to Lafayette Lumpkin Foster and Laura Fender Foster, and still 
lives, in Dallas, Texas. 19 

Interview of Robert E. Syrus with Mrs. T. D. KcNeil, Dallas, Texas, 
May 28, 1963. 

Foster continually checked upon the insurance companies~ and when- 

ever he discovered one which in his opinion was suspect, he would request 

an opinion of the Attorney General regarding the legality of the firm in 

question. Texas, Hogg emphasized, was not a persecuting agency intent, 

on driving legal business from the state, and in a letter to Foster 

advised him that 

in reply to your favor which asks "if corporations chartered 
under territorial governments are entitled to do business in 
this state, under such laws of comity as exist between this 
and other states" you are most respectfully advised: That a 
territory is subordinate to and dependent upon the laws of 
Congress; possesses no absolute sovereign powers . . . in 
many respects however, the territory possesses features and 
attributes of states insofar that the legislative power of 
them extends by authority of Congress to all rightful subjects 
not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws of the United 
States . . . any territory acting on this delegated power has 
granted articles of incorporation to any insurance company . 
then such companies under the laws of comity between states, 
should be permitted to do business in this state. 

The object of the restrictive laws of Texa. s, with 
relation to insurance companies among other things, is to 
prevent worthless and insolvent concerns from imposing upon 
the citizens. . . . Ho discrimination is intended if' . . . $8I ~ fully satisfy the standard. . . . You may admit them to 
do business. 2 



20 J'. S. Hogg to L. L. Foster, June 18, 1887, Attorney General 
Letter Press, No. 40, pp. 21-22, in Hogg Family Papers. 

Armed with these opinions, Foster energetically scrutinized every 

insurance firm that came to his attention within the realm of his 

responsibility. The limited staff of the Office of Commissioner of 

Insurance investigated the charters of all insurance companies doing 

business within the state to determine if they were complying with 

existing state laws. Hogg was left to cope with the burden of 

investigating the railroads, since the position of state engineer for 

railroads, which had formerly been given some supervisory control over 

21 railroads had recently been eliminated. Foster probably maintained sn 

Cotner, James Sterhen H~o , p. 117. 

academic interest in the railroads as one segment of a large corporate 

wealth that needed to be controlled just as insurance companies 

representing another large business ent=rprise closely connected with the 

public needed scrutiny of their operations by the state. Later as a 

Railroad Commissioner he was to be more directly concerned with railroad 

practices. 

If Foster had any inclination to be derelict in his duties, which 

would seem unlikely, he had very little opportunity to do, so, for he was 

periodically and almost routinely requested to provide the Attorney 

General with additional ammunition for his fight against the "wildcat" 

insurance firms then infesting the state. Qn July 16, 1887, Hogg 
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informed Foster: 

Complaint is made . . . that there are operating in Texas 
many concerns claiming to be insurance companies in 
violation of the laws of our stats regulating insurance. 

Please investigate this matter and do the Department 
the favor of reporting at your earliest convenience all 
companies proporting QSigc to do an insurance business in 
the State that have no lawful permit from your Department, 
to the end that proceedings may be instituted to protect 
the citizens against the work of such frauds. 

22 J. S. Hogg to L. L. Foster, July 16, 1887, Attorney General 
Letter Press, No. 40, 284, in Hogg Family Papers. 

A year later, in the continuing fight, the Attorney General was 

still requesting Commissioner Foster to check complaints received by his 

department of the operations of insurance companies which had no authority 

to do business in Texas, and to furnish the Attorney General's office at 

earliest convenience . . . a list of such companies as have 
been reported to you upon which action will be taken to 
protect the public against their fraudulent practices. 3 

J. S. Hogg to L. L. Foster, August 1, 1888, Attorney General 
Letter Press, No. 44, p. 209, in Hogg Family Papers. 

By December of 1887, the reputation of the new Attorney General of 

Texas for enforcing compliance with the law had become well known not 

only throughout Texasp but also throughout the United States, and the 

word had been spread that only legitimate businesses would be tolerated 

in the Lone Star State. No company that complied with the law need dread 

either the Attorney General or the Commissioner of Insurance, but those 
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which ignored the law completely or were lax in complying with its 

spirit were bound for trouble. 

The Fidelity' and Casualty Company whose permit to do business in 

Texas had been denied through action of the previous Attorney General, 

John O. Templeton, dated October 6, 1885, again submitted its application 

for a permit to do business in the state. Hogg advised Foster to 

determine if the company now met all legal regulations including solvency, 

"The former opinion notwithstanding. " If the company had done so, then 

Foster was "respectfully advised" to admit the company and grant them 

the certificate applied for. 

24 J. S. Hogg to L. I, . Foster, December 21, 1888, Attorney General 
Letter Press, No. 45, pp. 626-634. , in Hogg Family' Papers. 

Foster was now armed with great legal power to carry out the 

functions of his office, an authority apparently not realized by his 

predecessors. The Commissioner of Insurance also enjoyed the close 

cooperation of the Attorney General's Office. Hogg wrote him that 

The Commissioner of Insurance . . . is required to examine 
into the conditions and affairs of the company, (The Fidelity 
and Casualty Company) and to issue it authority to do business ~*ace* . . . . yj g p y' tj 
to suspension in business, or to have its certificates revoked 
by the Commissioner when it fails or refuses to comply with the 
laws, or whenever its assets QSigc ~au ar to him insufficient 
to justify its continuance in business. . . . He has free 
access to all books and papers, may summon and examine on oath 
any person, snd can visit officially the principal office of 
any insurance company doing business in this state for the 
purpose of testing the company's solvency or fidelity in 
complying with the laws which he is required to execute. R, 
S. Art. 2933. 

This officer has almost unlimited, and certainly in many 
particulars arbitrary, power vested in him by law over 
insurance companies operating in Texas. 25 



The Foster-Hogg combine proved so effective by the close of the 

i'irst year oi' operation that insurance companies which were suspect or 

fraudulent went out oi' business or took the necessary stens to comply 

with state laws on insurance and incorporation. 

Hogg was not unused to the abuse that he sometimes met in his 

wholehearted enforcement of the law, and it is assuned that the 

Commissioner of Insurance may have received his share of such abuse, too, 

although Foster's public and private life were singularly free of the 

vilification used so freely in his day. Hogg, himself, was the defendant 

in a damage suit for libel as a result of the "Circular Letter, " but the 

courts sustained his demurrer relative to a suit for damages from a 

public official for the alleged performance of an executive-judicial 

act. '6 

26 Cotner, games ~Hte hen P~o, pp. 121-122. 

The active prosecution of "wildcat" insurance companies continued 

throughout the remainder of Foster's service as Commissioner of Insurance, 

although towards the end "game" was growing scarce and search-and-seek 

methods aimed at uncovering fraudulent companies masking under the guise 

of charity were the rule. Both the Attorney General and the Commissioner 

of Insurance had developed throughout the state a sound intelligence 



system for uncovering insurance companies that were suspect. 0n March 

5~ 1889~ Hogg informed Foster; 

The enclosed letter and circular concerning the "Christian 
Charitable Association of Texas" explain themselves. If this 
concern is not a palpable fraud the ear marks of it are very 
deceptive. The name alone read in connection with By-Law Ho. 7 
produces the strongest suspicion if not conclusive proof that 
the thing is an imposition under guise of Christian charity, 
and should be suppressed. ':%at ever course you advise in 
reference to it on investigation will cheerfully be followed 
by this department. B7 

J. S. Hogg to L. L. Foster, March 5, 1889, Attorney General 
Letter Press, No. 46, p. 407, in Hogg Family Papers. 

Foster continued to serve as commissioner throughout Governor 

Ross's two terms, from 1887 to 1891, and when Hogg became Governor in 

1891 he reappointed Foster to the Commission. The work in the office 

of the Commissioner of Agriculture, Insurance, Statistics, and History 

was long and tiring to both Foster and his clerical staff. Poster 

complained officially and as a matter of record to Chairman& T. J. 
Towles of the House of Representatives Special Committee investigating 

the governmental departments of the state. He felt that his department 

was being unjustifiably discriminated against. The other departments of 

the state government he pointed out, were permitted to pay higher 

salaries to their clerical staff. Except for the chief clerk of his 

department, the clerks of the other departments drew higher pay than 

those who worked in his department under his direction, The minimum pay 

in the other departments was $1, 000 but in his own it was $900. N. th 

the exception of the chief clerk who drew a salary of g. ~600, the maximum 



pay for clerks in Foster 's department was 'p1, 200, whereas in the others 

it was greater. . Foster felt aggrieved, and furthermore, 

The character of the service required employees of the highest 
order since the work was mainly statistical involving intricate 
mathematical calculations and necessitating the most laborious 
work. 28 

28 J 1 fth ~Tt 71 t~11lt feh Stt f1' 
p. 748, 

The House Journal shows that Foster had four employeesk in his 

department, including his chief clerk. The chief clerk was paid e1, 600 

annually; two others received &~~1, 200, and the fourth clerk 9900. The 

department also had nine geologists paid on a sliding scale from a 

~axinnm of +, 000 down to $900 per annum. 

Foster pointed out, that his staff averaged over nine hours a day 

at their work, and often found it necessary to work at night to keep 

abreast of their duties, During the last two years one "stenographer 

and corresponding clerk" (an Englishman from Limestone County, incidentally), 

en/eyed only one week's vacation; the others had none. None had been 

absent, nor was there any loss of time on the part of any of the staff 

members. The commissioner seems to have been sn efficient, respected, 

and beloved chief. Hogg in a speech at Rush, on April 19, 1890, 

29Ibid. , pp. 746-747, 

publicly praised Commissioner Foster: 

By the aid of an efficient and faithful Commissioner of 
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Insurance through the courts I effected the extermination 
of every one of them +the "wildcat" compan5. egs within 
twelve months. 30 

30 Cotner, James ~Ste hen P~op p. 123. 

Legitimate companies were encouraged and strengthened. Foster 

himself estimated that the people of Texas were saved at least 82508000 

per year between 1887 and 1890 by the work of his department. 31 

31Ibid 

After his arrival in Austin, Foster appears to have been less active 

politically than previously. While he may have attended local political 

rallies, the Democratic State Convention of 1884 is the last instance 

where he is mentioned as an active participant as a committeeman. Soon 32 

33' ll, Pl tt 2 3 1 t' 1 8 t'* ' lt pp. 221, 663. 

after he settled in Austin, Foster sold his Limestone New Era to C. W. 

Cobb, who became editor and publisher. Cobb soon turned the paper 

33 
~8 ~38 t (1888), p. 684. 

over to M. M. McFarland who ran the New Era for two y'ears. McFarland was 

evidently of the same dynamic personality as that of the newspaper's 

founder, L. L. Foster. McFarlsnd during his two years as editor, 
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organised a bank» a board of trade and initiated a good roads 

movement. He )oined the Texas Press Association in 1889, but shortly 

loiter, g ~Histor of Limestone ~Count, p. 84; Baillio, A H~istor 
of the Texas Press A. ssociation, p. 131. 

afterwards moved to SouthwestA Texas. The New Wa continued publication 

for approximately fourteen years longer, and after several intermittent 

periods of inactivity it disappeared completely. The Groesbeck Journal 

was probably the principal cause of the New r, ra's demise. Zn a sr~ 
country town of nine-hundred inhabitants there was not sufficient 

35m id. 

circulation for two weekly papers. The Groesbeck Journal was established 

in 1892 by N. C. Morris and ran in competition with the older weekly. 36 

36 Jack R. Hawkins to Robert E. Byrns, Groesbeck, Texas, February 24, 
1962. 

Current, tradition in Limestone County credits the Journal with absorbing 

the New Era. However, this is not factual. According to the current 

editor of the Groesbeck Journal, if the New Era was absoried by the Journal, 

sll records of the transaction and all files of both papers were lost 

when the Journal burned in 1895. 



37 Ibid. ; Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Jack R. Hawkins, Editor, GG, GT&, G6 2, 9*, 215, 1962, 

In any event, a NJw Era appeared on the scene periodically and at 
such times it was generally the recipient of recognition, flattering or 

otherwise, from the Journal. 

The Limestone New Era has again made its appearance 
/the Journal Editor obs. rved in 190/1 . . . this time under 
the management of Yn . V. D. Nard. The first issue under the 
new management is brim full of terse news, and evidences a 
master hand at its helm. 3H 

3 Groesbeck Journal, Nay 22 1901. 

Two months and nine editions later it was reported, Nr. ", Jard had 

severed his connection with the Limestone New Era, and has 
been succeeded by A. R. Hixon. This is the fourth change in 
the management of the New Era since January 1st. 39 

39Ibid. , July 112 1901. 

Two weeks later the Journal observed in an undated quotation from the 

I. 'exia ~Led er: 

'The Limestone New Era has changed hands again. ' The editor 
says he will make the old lady take her 'old time place as 
one of the best in this section of the state. ' Let's see 
the first issue contains forty-five "purely personal" notices 
and if it has a local in its entirety we are unable to find it. If that is the way to build up a broken down newspaper 
then we admit we are a woeful bacl number etc. , etc. ' 

The Journal then added a jab at the NGw Era for its oblique reference to 

the Journal's practice of interspersing "patent medicine leaders among 
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locals. " 'hereafter, , the ~ew Era faded into the limbo of lost 
40 

4 Ibid. , July 25, 1901. 

newspapers. It was an untimely end to Foster's respected and influential 

weekly of 1876-1887. With the disposal of the ~Jew Era, Foster dropped 

out of the newspaper business, and his name disappeared from the roster 
of the Texas Press Association after 1886, although he seems to have 

kept in touch with their activities. While President of the Agricultural 

and Mechanical College of Texas he extended an invitation to the members 

of the Press Association to visit the college. Whether the invitation 

4 Ibid. , Nay 24, 1901. 

was made in person or by letter Rh is not known. 

Shortly after the Foster family became settled in Austin, the 

members of the family began to attend the First Baptist Church, and on 

September 28, 1887, Foster was elected Superintendent of a Yission Sunday 

School sponsored by the church, but resigned the following Nsrch 27. 
Neither Foster nor his wife actually' Joined the church until September 8~ 

1889. They maintained their membership in the church in Austin until 

June 13, 1900, when they transferred it to the Baptist Church in Bryan. 

Shortly after transferring his membership from Groesbeck to the First 
Baptist Church in Austin, Foster was elected a deacon in the church and 

served in that capacity from October 13, 1889, until he left Austin. 

Two of the Foster children ]oined the Austin church. Edna by 
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profession of faith and baptism joined the church in November, 1891, and 

another child, interestingly enough, listed in the church records as 

"Jodiee Foster (presumably Joseph L), joined it on November 30, 1892. 

42 Irma Ferguson, Secretary, First Baptist Church, to Robert Z. 
Byrns, Austin, Texas, Nay 17, 1963; V. I. Brooks, ~Histor of the First Baotist Church, Austin, Texas, p. 14. 

Foster also taught a Sunday School class in the First Baptist 

Church in Austin, and may have taught at times while he was in the state 

legislature. One of his former pupils wrote from Indiana upon receipt 

of the news of Foster's death on december 2, 1901 

I knew him first when he was in the Legislature at Austin, 
and better when he was a resident of the city while 
commissioner of insurance, statistics and history. I 
treasure his memory most for his faithful service as teacher 
in the Sunday-School of the First Baptist Church~ where I 
was ajmost reared. 43 

43Cabell N. Chadwick, "From a Texan in Indiana. " The Bantist 
Standard, (Dallas, Texas) January 2, 1902. 

"bile in Austin Foster continued to be an active Mason. He received 

the Illustrious Order of the Red Cross and the Order of the Temple in the 

Colorado Commandery No. 4, Knights Templar of Austin on April 2, 1888. 

44Harry B. Tuer, Grand Recorder, Grand Commandery, Knights Templar, 
to Robert E. Byrns, Dallas, Texas, Yiay 2, 1963. 

Shortly afterwards, April 21, Foster demitted (transf-rred) from the 
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Groesbeck Lodge. He is listed in Masonic records as a member in good 

standing and as having f'aithfully paid his dues from 1887 until 1901, 

inclusive, to year of' his death. 45 

4 Membership Card File Grand Lodge of Texas, '. Caco, Texas; 
T t' f'th, . g. Q d~C. d f~K'ht ~1' . 1 f'th 
Stats of' Texas, '. Jaco, Texas. 

As the 1880's drew to a close, L. L. Foster awaited the coming of' 

1890 with speculative interest. The new decade promised change and 

challenge and time alone would reveal what might be in store for him. 



CB:: TER VI I 
T. . B 'I . BT "BX. ;8 . oiII X)AD ". C'-. 'IBCI"~ 1891-1895 

"he eighteen-seventies marked the transition cf exas kansportation 

from usmc cf the bull team and stage coach of ante-tel~urn and Re- 

construction days to the era of the railroad anc swam ' ocomotive. The 

annu"' rate of railroad construotion mounted after 1866 in suite of 

occasional po' . real snd econom " set'oacks until, b ~ 1882, the amount of 

trackage aid during that year alone amounted to over zwo chousand miles. 

By the close o — '"9C, Texas had 8, 71C miles of railroads. 

"he state government oi' Texas early sought to promote an znterest 

in building railrmads. Ln 1856 the Legislature author red the ending 

of school "unde M the railroads to z~e amount of 16, CC er z:. 'e laid. 

During Reconstruction cay the ~zdical controlled legislature voted 

bonds . o f=nance the private construct" on of railroads. Later, however, 

most cf' the bonds issued were redeemed by land grants. 

Texe. s in the early days had more land than money. Beginning as 

early as 1852 the state offered a bounty of eight sections of land for 

each mile of track laid. ln 1854 the grant was increased to sixteen 

sections of vacant unappropriated state land for each mile of track 

laid after the first twenty-five miles had been constructed. Except for 

the period " 869-18?3 when the granting of land was prohibited by the 

Constitution oi' 1869, this became the accepted policy until 1882, wh-;. . 
the act authorising the granting of 'and wcs repealed. In the later 

years a general outcry was raised against the policy of making land 

grant. ;. railroad companies. Actually, however, most of the railroads 

94 
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of the day were under-capitalized and land-poor, and bankruptcy and 

receivership were common i&s. It cannot be denied, however, that the 

policy oi' granting land to railroads promoted the ra-id settlement and 

development of the state. 

Officially, the attitude of Texas towards capital and b 'sincss in 

the 1870's and early 1880's was friendly and encouraging. A ew 

dissident voices, though, advocated strict controi over the railroads in 

the interest of the general public. The support or . o= r suzervision 

over the railroads came mostly from +he ranks of the Grange o= anization 
'at 

and the Greenback party. The dominabe party, +he Democrats, however, 

continued to make overtures to oapital and sought to Rnpose on y a 

minim of restrictive legislation on big business. 

The far. . . ers constituted the largest single economic group in 

Kinet enth Century Texas. The farmer 's chief woe for many years after 

the Civil '. im was the continual decline of farm prices as more land 

came :nto procuction and farm mechanization and productivity increased at 

alarming rates. Cotton was one of the leading orcus in Texas. It was 

the farmer's principal cash crop. Prices of cotton fell i'rom a high of 

thirty cents per pound in 1865 to less than five cents a pound by the 

close of the century. In the meantime, taxes and mortgage rates 

increased an' the cost of staples (both hard and soft goods) used by 

farmers continued to mount. It was only natural then for the farmer, the 

major have-not segment of Texas, to blame the large land . companies, the 

loan and mortgage interests, and the railroads and their freight rates~ 

as the malevolent forces behind their dilemma. 
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Finally, organizing themselves 'nto vocii'erous organizations, such 

as the Grange anc Gr. enback Party, the farmers began to influence the 

thinking of the Democratic party in the state. By 1887, another voice 

of the farmer, tne Farmer's Alliance, founded in Lampasas, Texas, in 

1875 and reorganized in 1879, was beginning to have some ini'luence upon 

the Democratic Party. The Cleburne meeting of Farmer's Alliance in 1886~ 

as noted previously in Chapter VI, instituted a set of demands which were 

in the rain incorporated by the state convention of the Democratic party 

in 1886 as planks in the party's plauform. 1 

!! kl, ~lt" f P*1't1* 1 P t' ', p-. 23. -242. 

James Stephen Hogg w s one of the important leaders o the reform 

element within the Democratic party. He was elected Attorney General in 

1886 on a reform slate, and upon taking office proceeded to make good 

his campaign promises by a vigorous application of the state's corporate 

laws against those firms operating in Texas which violated the statutes 

or failed to comply with the regulations. The numerous cases of the 

awildcat'~type insurance companies covered in the last chapters are but 

examples of his zeal in the matter of fighting corporate abuse. 

There were many other activities that Hogg also believed mwgy, 

should be of primary concern to the Office of the Attorney General. 

There was a growing note of worry reaching his office from the rural 

areas. The alarms of the farmers to say nothing of' the small business 

men, were genuine fears of the growth of monopoly, arbitrary treatment, 



and special privilege enjoyed by a small minority group. As farm prices 

continued to decline, 0he increa. ed charges for transportation cut deeply 

into the meager profits of the producers of farm products; so did the 

rising costs oi' the things that farmers had to buy. The railroads were 

not the only offenders. There were complaints agains . the "Cotton- 

bagging Trusts, " the "Beef Combine" and the large land corporations. 

Hogg became convinced that, the stats needed an anti-trust law. Texas was 

not alone in this matter. Other states and the United States Congress 

were also working on anti-trust, legislation aimed at "combinations of 

capital, organized as trusts or otherwise~ to control arbitrarily the 

conditions of trade. " 2 

2 'Cotner, James ~&te. hen H~o, , p. 162. 

In the United States Congress, Representatives David Culberson and 

Jo Abbott oi' Texas~ had initiated in the House of Representatives jkti- 
trust legislation, and a Texas Senator, the able John H. Reagan, had 

introduced a bill of the same nature in the Senate. 

In the meantime, the question of trusts was boiling in the Texas 

Legislature where several bills were introduced on the sub)ect. Members 

of the Judiciary Committee consolidated the several proposals into a 

single measure, but there were yet some differences. So a small group 

of interested leaders met in the evenings with Hogg to -ron out the 

details. Those who met with the Attorney General were L. L. Foster and 

~&vin C. Ousley of Denton, the chairman of the special subcommittee 



98 

charged with the responsibility of rewriting the anti-trust bill, which 

eventually becare the Texas Anti-trust Law of 1889. The measure passed 

the House of 'Representatives in February but was delayed in the Senate, 

where the effort to get through a railroad commission bill was 

enoountering opposition owing to the pressure of railroad lobbyists 

under the leadership of George Clark oi' waco. The several commission 

bills in the Senate were each dei'sated. The House version of the anti- 
trust Act finally passed the Senate on Harch 22, 1889 wi h a last minute 

amendment to Section 6 through the insertion of "knowingly acted, " the 

House reluctant to accept any change, i'inally acquiesced tc the Senate. 

The wording that was acceptable to both the House and the Senate appeared 

in the act as "knowingly carry out any of the stipulations, purposes, 

prices, rates, or orders, " and the Texas Anti-trust Act was a:proved Ymrch 

30, 1889. Professor Cotner, in bis biography of Hogg, refers to the . 3 

3 Ibid. , pp. 163-164. 

Texas Anti-trust Law as a closed meshed dragnet of great, sweep within 

and without the state and continues: 

There were many indications that it was influencing thought 
and activity far beyond the borders of the state. . . . The 
Fansas Legislature . . . called for a convention of states 
at St. Louis on April 12 and 13, 1889, to investigate the 
beef combine. . . . One of the Hinnesota delegates . 
proposed that all nine states represented adopt an "act to 
define trusts, and to provide for penalties and punishments 
of corporations, persons, firmsp and associations or persons 
connected with them, and to promote free competition in the 
State oi' . " 'lhe proposal carried, and the Texas 
delegates were able to take home the proud report that the 
Texas law had been adopted almost in its entirety. 4 
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4Ibid. , p. 165. 

Whether L. I . Poster could claim any pride in authorship is 
unknown, but it is certain that he was consulted and worked on the bill 
as Ousley himself reported. 

5~bid. , p. 164. 

The new trust, structure of business organisation initiated by John 

D. Rockefeller for Standard Oil was being emulated by other out-of-state 

companies. The railroads were achieving similar results by forming 

pools and by the establishment of traffic associations. Attorney General 

Hoggy had not been satisfied with his predecessor's view that, since the 

Texas . raffio Association had not sxMsdsd the Isgislativs maximum in 

fixing rates, intervention therefore was not needed. Accordingly, Hogg 
6 

6 Ibid. , p. 154. 

initiated suit against the Association, charging that, in effect, a 

monopoly had been established, contrary to the state constitution, by a 

combine that eliminated competitive procedures. The state, through 

Hogg's leadership, won the case, but not before an appeal had been made 

to the Texas Supreme Court, which upheld the 5udgment oi' the District 

Court. 

James Hogg was well aware that the railroads were not done 
with the fight. Gould and Huntington +railroad magnates of 



the tim je had not given up their efforts to control the 
Texas railway network. The actu"1 scope of their 'secret 
agreement ' and other 'gentlemen 's agreements ~ was unknown 
to him, but there was constant and ample evidence of their 
unremitting p~pose. 7 

~id. , p. 159. 

The Attorney General was able to dissolve the International Traffic 

Association (the successor to the Texas Traffic Association) and the 

International weigher's Association as illegal combines; and he also was 

able to weaken the cud state control of the state's railroads to a 

limited extent by compelling the railroads operating in Texas to re- 

establish their general offices in the state. 

In the meantime, Hogg was aware, too, that additional regulatory 

legislation was needed. The small-town businessman, the rancher, and 

the farmer all clamored for additional reforms. Hogg worked to secure 

the enactment of a railroad commission law. The constitutionality of 

the establishment of such a regulatory body was clouded, so the 

Legislature in 1889 submitted to the voters of the state a constitutional 

amendment that would resolve all doubts as to the authority of the 

legislature to create such a regulating agency. The pressure of public 

opinion prevailed and the amendment was approved. 

During the hectic days of anti-trust and railroad legislation 

Foster was active in the performance of his duties as Commissioner of 

Agl icul ture f lnsul ance f Statist I ca, and History. He continued to supply 

the Attorney General with information concerning the insurance companies 



together with pertinent advice snd general moral support. 

Vith the sale of his newspaper, the New vrap Foster became primarily 

dependent for a livelihood on his annual salary of "l23000 as Commissioner, 

although he is generally credited "b; his industry and prudent business 

management" with having "acquired a competency. " He seems to have been 

8 Daniell Personnel of the texas State Government with Sketches of 
th R~tt' * ll 1 1'*, p. 104. 

something of a speculator as well as a source oi' emergency funds to 

impecunious friends. There is evidence that his creditors were often in 

arrears and in some instances it is doubtful whether he was ever repaid 

for the loans he extended to friends. For example, the editor of the 

Southern M~!ercur visited Commissioner Foster in the capitol on November 

30, 1889 (paydayt)p and borrowed S325. Using a sheet of official letter- 

head stationery, Foster wrote out an LLI. O. U. " which the visitor 

acknowledged by his signature, "Sam H. Dixon, Editor Southern Mercury. " 

Dixon left as additional security another note due the editor from E. 

Newton, for $333. 258 and further "secured (the loan) by accounts of the 

Southern Mercury. " Foster may have regarded the difference between the 

9 Sam H. Dixon, Editor of the Southern M~ercur (Dallas, Texas), !811, l', 8 0 30, 1883, Tt L. L. R t 3, 1 L. L. R 1 
Papers. 

";~325 loaned and the $333. 25 pledged as security as a mild speculation. 

In any event, Dixon was an old friend, a Baylor graduate, and had published 
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an excellent history of Texas literature. As long as he was editor of 
the Southern ~Msrcur , he rendered Hogg's cause great assistance. 10 

10 Cotner, James Stenhen H~o , p. 203. 

Foster possibly realised an ~&8, 25 profit from the transacti. on by 

collecting from E. Newton since the '&333. 25 note is missing from Foster's 

papers; however, this appears unlikely i' or it is doubtful if he would 

have retained Dixon 's letter had the debt been paid. Dixon had been 

House Journal Clerk in the Twentieth Legislature in 1887 and Chief Clerk 

in the House in the Twenty-Second Legislature in 1891. After Dixon 

Journal of the Youse of Reure entativos of the State of Texas 
1 t' tth hWg' l. t, 18!!7, P. 8; lh'8, , ~lh t . '* 8 8~hi t 
~81, p. 4. 

ldtth ~hth pp p 8 t-gggyl y 

After Foster left Austin to become manager of the Velasco Terminal 

Railroad, John E. Hollingsworth, who had served as Chief Clerk when 

Foster was Commissioner of Insurance, and who had departed Austin on 

April 23, 1895, for New York to work as comptroller for the Mutual and 

Reserve Iife Association wrote his former associate from New York: 
12 

12 Galveston ~Dail News, April 23, 1895. 

As ~I advised you two or three days ago I have to day drawn 
on you for $100. 068 /or 81000 06--the i'igures have been marked 
over in order to tide over QSi jc another close place, and I 
trust you will be able to extend me this one more accommodation. 
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I say once more. I feel this time that I am really going to 
get out of deep water in a few days. I have just received 
my commission from Mr. Johnson to examine the Mutual Heserve 
and notified them if they' do not refuse I will be able to get 
along for awhile. Again, I have at last secured an option 
and sufficient amount of the Bearing Stock to interest some 
capitalists in the west, and I expect them here Saturday 
morning. I have been at work at them i' or nearly two months 
and I got them in the notion before I could Fet the stock. 
He have given them 2 weeks to take 1500 shares for '. 62, 500. 
I firmly believe they will take it, , but they exact a pooling 
contract, in advance, which we are ~ore than willing to give. 
I look to see B stock booming in next 30 days. 

". e are getting orders from Central of N J QRailroagd 
right along and they are ='ncreasing then — the number in each 
order. "1e have orders now waiting i'unde to pay for filling 
them. The western folks are headed by a banker, and have 
with them railroad people connected with large systems, and 
we will get a good business from the start. If our deal 
goes through I will get some money out of it enough to pay 
all I owe, and will send you a check and take up my stock. 
Bessonette still here snd has two strings he is pulling, and 
expects to land some fish. He may, I will believe when I 
see them. 13 

3John E. Hollingsworth to Mr. (L. L. ') Foster, (New York, )~iarch 9, 
(18) 98), in L. L. Foster Papers. The letter is written on stationery 
of the Texas Insurance A Financial Directory, Hollingsworth g Dodge, 
Publishers, J. ". Hollingsworth, H. 'I. Dodge, offices at 120 Broadway~ 
New York City, (and) 111 Nest 7th Street, Austin, Texas. 

Two weeks later Foster also found a trip to New York necessary. 

40otner~ James ~Ste hen H~o ~ p. A57. 

According to Mrs. T. D. McNeil, daughter of L. L. Foster, her 

i'ather lost a thousand dollars in Hollingsworth's "schemes. " It would 15 

15Interview of Hobert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963. 
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appear that Foster's friend was indulging in a nineteenth century market 

manipulation, now illegal, that contributed some gaudy chapters in the 

history of the New York Stock Exchange. One scheme was for operators 

to join forces to form a "Pool. " Public interest in a particular stock 

would then be generated by publicity and by artificial activity of the 

stock in question by the use of "washsales" (i. e. , the simultaneous 

buying and selling of large blocks of stock). As the public bought, the 

price rose, and at the opportune time the pool operators would begin 

selling the stock short, until the price dropped to a level where they 

could buy it back thus making a profit both ways. 

In order to secure control of the stock he had mentioned to Foster, 

Hollingsworth evidently needed funds to provide the required margin, 16 

Louis Engel, How to ~Bu Stocks, pp. 110-111. 

and Foster, no doubt, had been a previous source of funds. It was an 

exciting snd speculative era and Foster 's speculative snd promotional 

instincts were not of the latent variety. Records of the Brazos County 

Probate Court indicate that at the time of his death he owned q2, 495 in 

stock in six different oil companies. It is difficult to say' just how 

much Foster invested in these stocks. Subsequently, however, the 1, 250 

shares oi' stock that he held in the Bamon Nound Oil g: Nanufacturing 

Company, had a market value of . "P. 25 for the lot, but were later sold for 

g. 12. 50 when the market declined. There is no record of the other stocks 

ever being sold. 

Foster also had shares in the Smith Adjustable Car Axle B. Company 
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and the United States Compress Company, valued at »500 each, to say 

nothing of a 825 share of the Central Fair Association which he held. 

Foster's bank share holdings at his death appeared less speculative. 

He owned ten shares in the Citizens National Bank of Beaumont which 

were considered worth their market value of ', 100 each and the thirty 

shares in the Grayson County National Bank in Sherman which were listed 

on the current market as worth 8100 each. Apparently, Foster placed 

about, "3, 520 in speculative stocks, and another +, 000, amounting to 

a little better than half of his investments, in what he regarded as 

sound bank stocks. Foster's daughter has stated she believes that he 

lost heavily in the Damon Mound speculation, and that he also lost 

";4, 000 in a bank failure at Sherman, Texas. If this is true, it may 

have been because his shares were assessable in the event of the 

failure of the bank. The records shows that he owned thirty shares of 

stock in the Grayson County National Bank, which were ultimately sold 

after his death for $3, 400, which included accrued dividends. Foster's 

estate also included ten acres of land in the . oil district of Hardin 

County valued at +200. There is no record of the final disposition 

of this property, other than that, upon the i'inal probation of the 

Minutes of the Brazos County Probate Court, M, January 1902, No. 
698, pp. M 157-160, 175; p. 585; Interview oi' Robert ". Byrns with Mrs. 
T. D. McNeil, Dallas, Texas, May 28, 1963. 

Foster estate, all remaining property was distributed squally among 

the legal heirs. 

Foster's personal papers reveal that he executed an order oi' 
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'"1, 500 for stock in the Glover-Anderson Cil Comnany of Beaumont, Texas, 

on April 9, 1901, but the order may not have been deliv~red since the 

original letter and the bank drafts wore found among Foster's papers 

after his death seven months later. The two banks upon which the 

drafts were drawn pressed claims against the estate f' or nearly that 

amount after Foster's death; hence, he may have borrowed the money for 

the purpose of purchasing Glover-Anderson Stock. 

Ibid. ; I . L. Foster to lf. B. Horthan, College Station, Texas, 
April 9, lo01, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

Foster did not fare as well as his friend, James Stephen Hogg, 

who became wealthy as a result of his investments in oil through the 

Hogg-Swayne Syndicate and the Texas Fuel Company merger in 1902 to 

form the Texaco Inc. of today. Foster apparently was as enthusiastic 19 

90otner, James ~Ste hen H~o, p. 5', . 

as his fellow-Texans during the excitement of the heady boom days of the 

Spindletop and Sour Lake oil fields near Beaumont that followed the 

bringing in of the fabulous Lucus Gusher on January 10, 1901, and he 

doubtlessly acquired the speculative oil stock shortly before his 

untimely death. 

In the meantime, additional reform legislation in the state was 

to bring Foster to a new position of civic responsibility. The election 

of James Stephen Hogg as Governor of Texas had been accomplished 



in spite of the strenuous opposition of the railroad interests, He had 

been ably supported by an organization of businessmenr 1mown as the 

State Freight Rate Convention and by the Farmers' Alliance. The people 

of Texas "thought that he QHoggj alone of the candidates was in favor of 

protecting them against confiscatory and unjustly discriminating 

freight rates oi' railroads. " And according to Martin M. Crane, State 

M. M. Crane, "Recollections of the Establishment of the Texas 
9 '1 dd 1, "9 tt t . ' t ' l~tt 1, 1, {497411947), 
p. 480. 

Senator from Cleburne who was serving his initial term as such in the 

Twenty-First Legislature (although he had previously served in the 

House of Representatives) " . . . The politicians and some of the daily 

newspapers continued to denounce the advocates oi' the Railroad 

Commission as being next door to anarchists and opposed to all property 

interests. " 

Ibid. , p. 484. 

Once Hogg was in the Governor's Office, he continued to press for 

the necessary legislationd the legality of which had been cleared by 

popular mandate during the fall elections, authorizing by constitutional 

amendment the creation of a railroad commission. The legislature acted 

promptly. Five commission bills were eventually introduced in the 

twenty-second Legislature. Hithin the group favoring the establishment 

of a regulatory commission there were differences as to whether the 
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members of the commission should be appointive or elective. Hogg 

favored a commission appointed by the governor. He felt that placing 

the choice of selection upon the governor and the Senate would "compel 

/thee exercise of great wisdom and judgment in the selection. " 'Ihe 22 

22 Cotner, J'ames Stephen ~Ho , p. 2l, . 

law provided for the creation of a Texas ailroad Commission composed 

of three member appointed by uhe governor with approval oi' the Senate 

for two year terms of office. (In 89l, as a result of a constitutional 

amendment, the commission was made elective with staggered six year 

terms&~ a". d elections every two years. ) The Commissioners were to 

receive a salary of &l„000 a year. The commission was authorized to 

make classifications and to fix rates and fares charged by the railroads. 

It was later given authority to control the issuing of stocks and bonds 

by the railroads. The Hailroad Commission became a law in April, 1891, 

in spite of the intense lobbying and pressure tactics of the anti. - 
commission i'orces. 

After the legislature adjourned, Governor Hogg set about selecting 

the thro. -. embers of the commission. He "intended to pick commissioners 

who, not be:. olden to any special interest group, would have a sense of 

responsibility to all factions and all Texans. " P&= Chairman, he 23 

23jbi d, , p. 248. 

se" acted the venerable and highly respected United States Senator 



from ' eras, Znhn H. ". eagan, ;!';c; accented the chairmanship o the 

comrdss=on;'ter considerable oersuasinn -n the part of Governor Hogg. 

Hogr iiamed "illiam P. "clean tn the commission with Senator Reagan. 

KcLean;!as a Confederate veteran, a Representative to the Forty-third 

Cong ess! and judge, since 1884, of' the Fifth Judicial Qistrict, where 

he gained an outstsndi, g reputation for his judicial decisions. 

". he other member of' the triumvirate appointed by the Governor 

i!as L. L. . oster. Ceorgc C"arR of "aco, leader of' the Railroad Lobb«, 

ana the eciticorcmission element 

riage a determined ef crt +o bloclc oster's apnoinument by 
-dvoc:-. ting an amendment to the Commission Law that rrould 
have made 

' ici ineligib" e, and l e wns also charged witl 
!. avir, g openly lobbied f' or the adr inistration bill as an 
~gent of . '. e Governor. Jn the subseclue~t showdown fight 
over the charges Ser. ate members were as!;ed by friends of 
Cover'ior to rare even one . . an amonr: t!iem . !ith whom Foster 

as al' aged, discussed the Commission bill, oither in 
c, r out nf the capitol. o Senator . !as able +o io so. 2'- 

'Zb-d , p. 246. 

Professor Cotner says Hogg selected 

booster 

as a member of the 

first commission because he had accumulated a large store of factual 

knowledge about railroad affairs through his position as Commissinner 

of Agriculture, Insurance, Statistics, and History during toe Ross and 

Hogg administrations. Furthermore, Foster enjoyed a reputation of 

;!ide acouaintanceship l ecause of his three terms in the Legislature, 

and, too, he was Mown for 'ois patience and tec' nical sisi . in dealfng 

i!it:. —:. -, es of f' cts. il' these factors weald ~alee him e valuable 

mer, b=r cf the commission. 25 



25Ibid. , p. 246. 

Hogg was aware of Foster's strong leadership among the Texas 

Baptists, and of the support that he might carry among that group for 

administrative policies. Hogg, himselfy had broad but firm religious 

convictions and while his parents "were of the Baptist persuasion, " 26 

Ibid. ) p. 576. 

he was not the active worker that Foster was in the denomination. 

Foster had once again received the singular honor of being elected 

President of the Baptist General Convention of Texas at the Haxahachie 

meeting in 1890 and was to serve until 1892, when he was elected 

President of the Baptist Sunday School and Colportages Convention at 

Dallas. He left that position to serve as a member of the Board of 

Directors until 1895. In 1894, he was President of the Board of 

Directors. Foster was also a member of the Board of Directors of 27 

Texas ~Pa tist Herald, December 5, 1901; Dawson, A ~Centur with y~kt t, y. 159;ykkllhBkhlt, "lh lydyh 
ll l, 9 t 'l~dt 1 ~lh tt, d. hyH 1 1, 1th 
and others, p. 258. 

Baylor University from 1890 to 1896. 28 

See Chapter II, p. 21. 



Combining the secular with the sacred, Foster went to Georgia and 

attended the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Atlanta and 

then visited Commissioner L. N. Trammel of the Georgia Railroad 

Commission in order that the Texas body might profit from the experience 

of that commission in railroad regulation. 

Cotner, James ~tevhen ~Ho , p. 259. 

The new Texas Railroad Comnd. ssion promptly set about June 10, 

1891, to collect the necessary data connected with tariffs and freight 

rates, and soon commenced holding hearings that involved representatives 

of the common carriers and agents of commercial bodies. The commission 

worked with caution as it was aware that its actions would be subject 

to close scrutiny and that the anticommission forces were about to 

initiate legal steps to test the validity of the Commission Act in the 

Federal courts. 

Realising the need of an expert staff, the commi. ssion selected as 

its secretary J. J. Arthur, who had served for many years as rate clerk 

for the International and Great Northern Railroad. John T. Estill and 

A. H. Hillis, Jr. , were appointed clerks and a few months later E. D. 

True, H. G. Askew and H. L. Ziegler were named "expert clerks. " It is 

of interest, to note that all of these men had gained their knowledge 

of railroad afi'airs from their previous positions in the raffic 

departments of the several T"xas railroads. It was soon evident from 

the beginning that the members of the commission were dedicated to the 

interests of the people of Texas; and while the Texas Railroad Commission 
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had more power vested in it than did the commissions of any of the 
tWt 

other thirty-three states wjyRsh had adopted the commission concept, 

the Texas commission was primarily a regulatory body snd not a punitive 

agency. 

St. Clair Griffin Reed, A H~istor of the Texas Railroadsd pp. 
584-587. 

From the information gathered by the commission, it was ouite 

clear that there was need for instituting proper control over the 

carriers. For example, as far back as 1872 before the idea of state 

regulation of railroad activities had been seriously considered, the 

Texas C. Pacif'ic Railroad had issued a pamphlet from its New York 

office describing in the most optimistic terms the prospects of the 

railroad. The railroad had received grants of land totaling 34, 040, 320 

acres, of which 18, 501, 120 acres were from the State of Texas. The 

railroad hoped to emulate the Central Pacific Railroad which 

In the six years inclusive from 1865 to 1870 during four 
~ears and a half of which period it was under constructiond 
without ~thro h business, PSijc and, for the first three 
years, with less than 100 miles in operation, earned mors 
than 61000000000 net over operating expenses, and nearly 
"6, 000 000 ~t~ d 0 t t t 
bonds. 1 

Ptt 0 dP jt ~t'0 't tt t, ~P, dt d 
Grants, pp. 6P 9. 

There were forty-four separate railroad corporations in Texas on 

June 30, 1891. A year later, the first annual report of the commission 
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showed i". at by une 30, 1892, there !ere fifty-one separate railroads 

reportin- to the commis-ion. Railroad comnanies changed ranidly or 

disanpecred. Por excmnle, duricg the year June 30, lRO2, to June 30, 

18o&, tbe !'. ansas City, , l Pnso & Mexico Railroad reported that it 
actually had no mileage at all. The yildare 4 linden Railroad was also 

investigated and was i'ound to have tom up its tracks and abandoned 

operation as a railroad. The charter of the Texas Trunk was forfeited 

and the line»as in receivership. he Gulf Coast f San rrancisco 

reported 1, 058 miles of 1. 'ne of which 100 miles turned out to be in the 

Indian erritory (Oklahoma). "he Texas E'. Pacific reported 1, 3&8. 27 

mile of track laid, of which 348. 37 miles were in Louisiana. 

ne conmissi. on's first annual report showed that twe actual 

raicroed mileage in Texas on June 3C, 1892, was 8, 977. 455 miles, with 

a canital stock of "13„', /10, 605 and a total bonded indebtedness of 

'231, 218, 354, thus constituting in all a capital stock and bond issue 

of -:365, 628, 959. 3 

Josenh Draper Sayers, Wilroad Conso. " idations in ! exes ~1R 1- 3-7 
~103, n. 68. 

. ne railroads, however, continued to oppose the commission, using 

their old tactics of questioning the constitutionality of the Railroad 

Comniss! on lct, and maintaining that 

rc" , road revenues con~et be reduced bv the state wit!~ut 
v'r . ='jng the " '. . c" 7ights in t:. e C~~stiiutinn which 
-rohibi" s the taking oi' property for nublic uses without 



33Th* ~ttl. d th P 1:t': ~dh 1 f t~l ~htl ~T~TI ld . *'»t, d, -' d't f T. 1 G told f th Gfft'1, d. 1'th Gt, t G t p. 39. 

The Railroad Commission had worked out an operating procedure and 

by 1892 was meeting regularly to hear the railroads present their cases. 
The railroad companies were often represented by the ablest lawyers in 

Texas. 4 

34A Brief' before the 33ailroad Commission of Texas on a ~Hearin 
Before ~Fixin Rates ~Ar ument of Z. !1. ~Terr ~Att for the Gulf Colorado 
R. Santa 1"e ~Rail@a ~Com an 

The Commission called for certain specified information from the 

railroads. The first year of the commission's operations saw the 

issuance of a directive to the railroads which was divided into four 

main headings: 

l. Naintenance of way and structures (trackage) 
2. Ytaintenance of equipment (locomotives, including wipers 

and oil waste)3& 

8!ipers are men who clean or "wipe" locomotives. Oil waste is 
shredded rags. 

3. The conducting of transportation (wages, fuel, water) 
4. General expenses (advertising, officer's wages)3 

Gl, *'fl t' f~dt W P* '1 doth 
Railroad Commission of Texasf 1891. 
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By checking the rates against the revenue and deducting the overall 

operating expenses the Commission hoped to have a yardstick to determine 

fair and equitable rates. Judge Reagan, the chairman of the commission, 

was of the opinion that the eighth section of the Act authorized the 

Commission to change rates without prior notice; however, Foster and 

NcLean were of the opinion that the railroads should be notified and be 

given an opportunity to be heard. Reagan accepted the opinion of the 

two other commissioners, and thereafter, prior notice was always given 

to tne railroad companies in order to all-w them to present reasons 

i' or their non-concurrence if they so desired. 37 

"Th*7 R, r'1 d C . ' ' f': ~Pt f Jl 8 G. 
Cochran~ Gen. Soir. Tnt "national F Great northern Rai3road ~Comnan 
St. T. ouis Southwester. . Rs. il ra«(", omvaz~~ of Texas, and the ~ler South- 
Eastern ~&silva ~Comnan Before the Tlnited ~tates Circuit Court et 
Dallas, Texas, ~Jul +2, ~18 2, p. 59. 

The commission received its i'irst discouraging news in its efforts 

to regulate when Federal Judge Andrew P. NcCormick in Dallas on August 

20, 1892, granted an injunction restraining the railways from putting 

into, or continuing in effect, the tariffs or orders of the commission 

and further enjoined the commission from undertaking to enforce 

compliance or in anywise seeking to prosecute the railroads or to 

recover penalties fram them. For nearly two years thereafter the Texas 
38 

38 Cotner, James ~Ste hen V~o, pp. 302-303. 

Railroad Commission was impotent. Attorney General Culberson appealed 
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the case to the United States Supreme Court, and, finally, on Ilay 26, 

1S9/„ thc Texas 'rw ecI;abJ ishing t'e commission was ruled valid. IIow 

that the hig' est tribunal -;n t'. -e lend hod spoken on the constitutionality 

of the eras law the Commission renewed its efforts at railroad 

regulation. As an afterm th o the ' itigction (&ca~an F. Farmers Loan 

and "rus: Company), some revision of rates became necessary. &evised, 

the ov rail rate structure was downward, but the source of increasing 

incor. . e for Tens railroacs that i'ollowed was attributec to an increase 

in tra-fic. As time went on, the o:& s railroads anc tl". e Commission 

learned to work together for the mutual benefit of the public and the 

railroads. 39 

id. nn. 375-377. 

After serving a second term jn office as governor, Hogg cec'ded to 

return to private 'Life and his former Attorney Genoral, Char'e, A. 

Cul'benson, with IIogg's bacl'ing, 'became Governor in Sanuary 1295. On 

April 7, 1895, the Galveston ~Dail "ews, which had always been lukewarm, 

and at times antagonistic, toward IIogg and the commission observed: 

The railroad commission uas cuoted in the house to-day as 
having unofficially stated that there was no objection to 
tne bill then pending to authorize the consoli'. ation of 
the IIcustcn and Texas Central, the Fort '. forth ann vcw 

Orleans an. . i tne Austin and I;orthwestern, A member want d 

the statement in writing, signed by the commission. . I re 
r. ight 'oe mucI' when the camnaign is on and this bill becomes 
a, o'itical issue in hunting down the evidence. Fat if 
written would be plain sailing. If thc cc-. imission expres es 
opinion on such on. sticns thereby in luencing votes, why not 
irite them down? It's opinions "f such legis'ation ousht to 

have great weight and would -"o much, if adoptee, to tak, 'both 
the railroad and the commission out of no", itics. &O 



4 Galveston ~Dail News, April 7, 1895. 

The commissioners at this time were still appointive and the aroma 

of political plums unfortunately drifted to the nostrils of the new 

governor who on April 29 sent the nominations of 

John H. Reagan, L. J. Storey and N. A. Stedman of Tarrant 
County +to the Senatje . The only change being Mr. Stedman 
in place of Mr. L. L. Poster. 4 

4 Ibid. , April 30, 1895. 

At first, Nathan A. Stedman of Fort 'lorth, had intended not, to 
accept the appointment. He was three years younger than Foster, and had 

a good practice as a railroad attorney, both as a prosecutor and as a 

defender. He had been a strong advocate of the commission and a staunch 

supporter of Governor Culberson. In the end, he decided to accept the 

appointment and to contribute his knowledge of transportation and its 
problems to the work of the commission. Years later the supposition 

was that Foster had resigned from membership on the commission. "He 

served as long as he desired, declining a nomination to succeed himself, " 

reported the Dallas ~Dail Times Herald. 
' 42 

4 -December 2, 1902. 

However, the San Antonio Express stated in its obituary notice of 

Foster's death that "Governor Culberson for political reasons did not 
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re-appoint him; " this would seem to be the correct interpretation 
43 

43Dscember 2, 1901. 

because in 1898 when Foster was manager of the gubernatorial campaign 

of Congressman J'oseph N. Sayers a routine press release issued by Foster 

brought a caustic letter frnm Manta J. Moore, of Cameron~ in which he 

questioned the motives behind the Foster-Sayers alliance. The letter, 
published in the Galveston News, and addressed directly to Foster is of 

interest because it apparently explains why he was not reappointed i' or 

a second term on the Railroad Commission. Moors stated flatly that 

while a member of the Railroad Commission Foster had 

prevailed on Ron John P. Reagan to run for governor because 
neither of the pot". egr candidates, Mr. Culberson nor Mr. 
Lanham, was 'strong enough for free silver, ' to suit you; 
that after Mr. Culberson was elected governor Mr, Crane made 
a personal appeal to him to re-appoint you (to the Railroad 
Commissiogn and which you failed to retain. 4 

Galveston ~Dail News, January 14, 1898. 

After Nathan A. Stedman's nomination was confirmed, the Galveston 

News gave Foster something of a backhanded compliment upon his 

departure. 

In railway circles here QAustign the appointment of Judge 
Stedman is well received snd seemingly gives eminent 
satisfaction~ baring a general expression of regret at the 
retirement of Commissioner Foster, who has grown wonderfully 
popular with railroad men. The conceded ability, integrity 
and firmness of Judge Stedman, however, go a loup ways 
toward wiping out the regretful feeling at the loss of 
Foster. 4& 



45Galveston News, April 30, 1895, 

And so Foster once more returned to civil life. 



CHAP TER VIII 
AT VEIASCO, 1895-1898 

Lai'ayette Lumpkin Foster remained in Austin less than a month 

after leaving the Texas Railroad Commission on the last of June, 1895. 

'8. th a large family' of five boys and two girls, an ever restless and 

ambitious Foster soon embarked upon a new career. He accepted the 

position of Vice President and General Manager of the Velasco Terminal 

Railroad and Dock Company in July, 1895. 1 

1 Galveston ~Dail News, July 31, 1895. 

Prior to his service on the Railroad Commission the press generally 

referred to Foster as the Hon. Mr, Foster, " but after his move to 

Austin as an appointed member of the state government, it often referred 

to him as "Commissioner Foster. " For some reason, shortly before his 

departure from Austin, the title of "Colonel" was appended to himi~ snQ 

was thereafter& invariably used by the press when referring to Foster. 

The title was purely honorary as Foster had no military connections 

whatsoever. His friend, Colonel Edward M. House, acquired his title 2 

4 l~ll. 0, sth*~Ad't tG 1 8th 9tt 0T 
1881-~1 00; Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers from 
Georgia, National Archives and Records Service, Nashington 25, D. 0, ; Certificate of Birth, State File No. S00880, Texas Department of 
Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Austin, Texas (delayed registration) 
(on reverse side is the statement that "father had no military service"); 
Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, Texas, May 
28, 1963. 
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by virtue of an honorary commission awarded by Governor Hogg, who 

made House a member of his personal military staff; but Foster was not 

so honored. Foster, himself, never used the title, 3 

3 Cotner, ~ames ~Ste hen ~Ho 8 p. 318; Annual Rerorts of the 
~Ad:. t t 0 1, 1881-~100. 

Before the end of July, 18958 Colonel L. L. Foster arrived in the 

somnolent little seaport of Velasco at the mouth of the Brazos River. 

The Velasco Terminal Railroad, like many other Texas shortlines of the 

nineteenth century, had ambitious plans. The line had been chartered 

July 30, 1891, as "The Velasco Terminal Ry. Co. " The Farwell interests, 

that built the State Capitol, and a railroad promotion concern by the 

name of Lee and Ferguson of Leavenworth, Xansasd were the original 

promoters of the railroad. They visualized developing the ancient 

Spanish and Mexican port of Velasco as a new deepwater port with a 

terminal railroad to connect with the Houston &. Texas Central Railroad 

at Hempstead; and, with further extensions, to join other major rail 

systems in Central Texas. The promoters interested British Capital in 

the project, and by 1892 had built twenty miles of railroad to Chenango 

Junction, later changed to Anchor, where a connection with the 

International & Great Northern Railroad was made. 

A shifting sand bar in the main channel of the harbor at Velasco 

precluded passage to all but light draft shipping~8 
audit 

was there- 

after rr-alized that unless expensive dredging measures were initiated 

and the necessary tonnage developed, the project was doomed. The 
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improvement of the harbor would depend upon obtaining government aid 

for the dredging and jetty work. The government's large appropriations 

for the improvement of the port of Galveston were assuring that city 

prs-eminence as the leading Texas port; and, unless political pressure 

could divert some governmental funds to the port of Velasco, the 

Velasco Terminal Railroad would most likely become bankrupt. 

4Reed, $ ~Histor of Texas Railroads, p. 227. 

Foster's known business acumen and his skill as a negotiator with 

corporate groups, to say nothing of his political connections and his 

knowledge of railroad affairs, marked him as the man to help the ailing 

little railroad shake off the spectre of bankruptcy and receivership. 

Mhen the vice presidency of the railroad was offered to him, he accepted 

the challenge and set to work immediately to try to improve the financial 

position of the company. He moved his i'emily to Velasco for the summer, 

but not until later did he move them there on a permanent basis. At 

times, the family lived at a summer beach hotel called "The Old Surf 

Hotel, " and on other occasions it lived in a beach cottage mounted on 

stilts. Living on the coast in this manner was a novelty to the former%~ 

landlocked Foster family~ and the members of the family made the most of 

their new environment. Foster, himself, had a spirited and skittish ' 

horse, and during ebb-tide he took great delight in driving at top 

speed in his buggy along the damp, hard-packed sand in the cool gulf 

breeze and salt spray. The drive along the beach seemed to supply 



5 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28~ 1963. 

that relaxation necessary for one whose thoughts were often on the 

financial conditions of the "syndicate, " as the Foster family referred 

to the railroad company. A day or so after he had taken over his new 
6 

Ibid. 

duties, the Texas Railroad Commission issued a report dated August 1, 
1895, itemizing the value of the Velasco Terminal Railroad. The total 

value of the company was estimated to be, "@27, 527. 13. The trackage 

constituted the major item of value; and, significantly enough, the 

mileage was still twenty miles and only a fourth of the distance to 

Hempstead — the proposed terminal. Depots were valued at ', ~2, 650; and, 

as is often the case of a terminal or connecting railroad, the rolling 

stock was valued at only' 86, 460 — probably consisting of a switch engine 

and a caboose. 

7 Galveston ~Dail News, August 3, 1895. 

Foster determined to make a strong effort to interest the Federal 

Government in developing the harbor at Velasco. He had-not been in 

the game oi' politics for fifteen years without becoming conversant with 

the generally accepted methods of exerting political pressure at the 

seat of government, whether county, state or national; therefore, he 



determined to take the necessary steps to exert 

appropriate governmental agency concerned. If ' 

properly, Velasco would be a deep water port, tl 

Railroad would prosper, and the fortunes of th 

assured. Accordingly, a few months later Foste: 

lobby for the Velasco interests. 

Foster had powerful friends both in 'ushin~ 

April 4, he wrote ex-governor Hogg, now a pract: 

to sound him out on his views toward the Velasc& 

asked him to use his influence on Senator Chilt& 

put, into office. James Stephen Hogg was an avo& 

smacked of professional lobbying, particularly; 

public interests. In a letter to Edward Meyer & 

March 12, 1895, Hogg rejected Neyer's request f& 

ini'luence to get some favor. In his reply to M&& 

I am so committed against the Lobbists her& 
great aversion to that kind of service, th& dd' d d~d 1 t, t t 
legislation since my retirement . '8 

J. S. Hogg to Edward Meyer, March 12d 189' 
p. 343, in Hogg Family Papers. 

Hogg was not inclined to be any more leni 

Hashington, D. C. , to whom he replied "in hast 

Really I have never heard any expression 
favor of or against government appropria 
deep-water project at Velasco, so as to 
the letter to Senator Chilton requested 
favor of the 4th. You know the Senator 
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the facts connected with the work. No doubt in my mind 
that he would hear you as quickly in a just cause as 
anyone on earth. He knows you end knows as wel as I 
do that you would not reouest him to do an unclean or 
improper thing. So my advice is that you sec him in 
person. 

So far as I am concerned that as a public measure it is quite as appropriate for the U. S. Government, to make 
an appropriation for Velasco as for Sabine Pass, Galveston 
or Aransas Pass, or any other Texas port. If the measure 
is to aid private parties, then, of course, you know how 
1 feel on that score. If the effort is for public aid for 
the public benefit for a free Hort — its merits cannot be 
overlooked by our Senators. Cn this line we all would be 
glad to help. 9 

J. S. Hogg to L. L. Foster, April . , 1896, Letter Press No. 12, 
pp. 617-618, in Hogg Family Papers. 

Hogg then wrote to United States Senator Horace Chilton in 

response to Chilton's request that Hogg visit washington before Congress 

adjourned. Hogg advised Chilton that after making a speech in 

Haxahachie he was heading North, end would stop off at the national 

capitol. He closed by remarking to Chilton that he would »be glad to 

see our friends and a great deal oi' you. " Hogg's letter of April 8 

to Foster (who was stopping at the National Hotel in Washington) was 

i'ollowed by a second letter dated April 15. In the letter Hogg wrote: 

The probability is that soon after filling my engagement 
to speak at Haxahachie on the 4th of next Hay, I shall go to 
New York on professional business and will stop at Washington 
enroute where I hope to meet you for a little pleasure. Should 
you conclude to leave before my departure 1st me know it. 

I trust you are having a pleasant and successful time and 
will be full oi' news and items of interest when ~ou get back. 
No news except what you see through the papers. 

10 J. S. Hogg to L. L, Foster, April 15, 1896, Letter Press No. 12, 
p. 656, in Hogg Family Papers. 
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Af'ter Congress ad)nurned without making an appropriation for the 

Velasco harbor project, Foster returned home to Velasco. In the 

meantime Hogg was in Chicago on July 7 as one of the Texas delegates 

to the National Democratic Nominating Convention, where he backed 

William Jennings Bryan as the party's nominee for President. The Texas 

delegation was not unanimous in its support of Bryan, even after his 

famous "Cross of gold" speech. In Chicago, Congressman Josenh 'Z. 

Bailey, a lukewarm Hogg man on the Texas delegation, violently opposed 

the nomination of Bryan. After the Convention, Hogg worked hard for 

Bryan in Texas hoping to offset the Joe Bailey and George Clark 

opposition within the Democratic Party in Texas — the sSimon-puree gold 

group — who opposed the free silver wing of the Party. 11 

11 Cotner, ~Jes 8~then H~o, pp, 471-47$. 

In Velasco Foster was apparently concerned over the widening 

schism among the Texas Democrats, and voiced his alarm in a letter to 

Hogg on September 12, 1896. He also may have asked whether or not 

Hogg was contemplating a withdrawal in the current Bryan-HcKinley 

Presidential Campaign. The Foster letters to Hogg are missing, and 

the gist of their contents may only be surmised from the replies. Cn 

September 14, 1896, Hogg wrote Foster: 

Yours of the 12th has had my careful consideration. I 
do hope your alarm is unfounded or that it is turned onto me 
for effect. If the la' t-r is the obiect this is altogether 
unnecessary for I am perfectly willing to work where I can 
do the most good. 

The National Committee Joins Tammany and others in 
urging me to speak in New York. Elsewhere I am urged to go 
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in behalf of the National Ticket. Chairman Blake . 
urges me to campaign for the State and local tickets. So 
it goes. . . . I have asked Blake for a candid answer and 
I hope you will also give me one. 12 

J. S. Hogg to L. I. Foster, September 14, 1896, Letter Press No. 
13, p. 375, in Hogg Family Papers, 

The BIake to whom Hogg referred was J. ':L Blake, a Hexia banker 

from Foster's old home county of Limestone. Blake was chairman of 

both the Democratic Executive Committee and of the Free Silver Democratic 

League, and a close friend of both Hogg and Foster. After I'oster's death 

in 1901 he was appointed administrator of the Foster's modest estate. 13 

13 Cotner, James ~Ste hen boa, pp. 461, 463; Hinutes Brazos County 
Probate Court N~ No, 698~ 699~ pp 157-160. 

Although William NcKinley won the election, the support Hogg had 

accorded Bryan in his campaign created a lasting friendship between 

the two men. Foster, too, was a staunch Bryan supporter; and, several 

years later when he was President of the Agricultural and Hechanical 

College of Texas, he requested Hogg to invite Bryan to visit the 

College. Hogg was happy to make the invitation, but, if the "Great 

Commoner" accepted at, that particular time, the fact is unrecorded. 14. 

14J. S. Hogg to L. L. . "oster, December 11, 1899~ Letter Press No. 
16, p. 172, in Hogg Family Papers. 
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Some years later Bryan revealed that if he had won the Presidency of 

the United States in 18963 he would have asked Hogg to be his Attorney 

General. If this had happened, it is fascinating to reflect on the 15 

5Cotner, James ~ate hen H~o, p. 475. 

part that Lafayette Lumpkin Foster might have played in national affairs. 

Foster's friends were many, his enemies few, his personal integrity was 

unquestionedy and his administrative and organizational abilities were 

widely recognized. 

A few years later, Colonel Edward H. House, the nationally powerful 

figure in Democratic affairs and the personal confident of Hoodrow 

Nilson, numbered Foster among his able and worthy friends. James 16 

Rupert N. Richardson, JJZdward M. House and the Governors, " 
6 6. '. 7, H 7, 

' 1 ~pt* 1, 111, (J&y 1937), p. 63, 

Stephen Hogg had for a long time relied upon Fostery and with this 

powerful combination of Hogg A House who were aware of' his value in 

the practical field of work-a-day government, it is reasonable to 

speculate that Foster would have gone to high places in the Federal 

administration. However, Bryan did not win, and Hogg did not become 

United States Attorney General, and thus Foster remained with the 

Ve3asco Terminal Railroad. In Velasco, Foster watched the Federal 

Government spoon out vast appropriations to Galveston which assured 

that city of' continued pre-eminence as a port and Velasco languished 
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without Federal assistance. 17 

7Reed, ~Histor of Texas Railroads, p, 327. 

In spite of his duties as a railroad commissioner and later as a 

railroad manager, Foster maintained an active interest in other affairs. 

In 1896 his six year service as a member of the Board of Trustees for 

Baylor University at Waco expired. His Hasonic activities were 
18 

Carl B. Wilson, "A Register of Baylor University 1845-1935, s 
Vol. A-E, p. 2. 

necessarily limited because of his absence from Austin, although he 

maintained his membership in the Austin Lodge until his death. He 
19 

19Hembership Card File Grand Lodge of Texas, Waco, Texas; t' f th, . g. t'. d c~d x ~K» It ~T1* f' th* 
State of ~Texas Waco, Texas. 

retained his membership in the First Baptist Church of Austin until 

June 13, 1900, when he, Yes. Foster, and son (Joseph Lumplcin) 

transferred their membership to Bryan. 20 

20 Irma Ferguson, Secretary, First Baptist Church, to Robert E. 
Byrns, Austin, Texas, Nay 17, 1963, in L. L. Foster papers. 

During Foster's two and a half year assignment at Velasco he 
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apparently carried on the work of this first year on a commuter basis 

from Austin. During the first summer and on special occasions he often 

brought his family to Velasco. As Vice President of a railroad he and 

his family were entitled to free passes over other lines; hence, the 

problem of fares was of no consequence and basket lunches could always 

be carried. The Velasco position required considerable travel for 

promotional purposes and thus entailed long absences from home. Foster 

probably retained his residence in Austin for the first year since he 

is listed in the annals of the Baptist Church as a delegate from Austin 

and member from Austin oi' the Board of Directors of the Baptist General 

Convention of Texas at their meeting held in Belton, October 11-1$, 1895. 21 

2 l~d1 fth. t S thA1S. fthR t. t 
General Convention, Belton, Texas, October 11-14, 1895. 

His daughter, Edna, who was a serious-minded, attractive girl of 

seventeen strongly devoted to her church, transferred her membership 

from Austin Baptist Church to the Uelasco Church on March 31, 1897. 22 

Irma Ferguson, Secretary, First Baptist Church, to Robert E. 
Byrns, Austin, Texas, May 17, 1963, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

This would indicate that, Foster had i'inally settled his family in 

Velasco by that date with a view towards permanent residence, although 

the railroad had laid no additional steel and the hope of governmental 

aid for developing the harbor was fast fading. However, 1898 was 

another election year and the perspective might change if there were 
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significant changes in Congress. 

The unfortunate Hayden controversy within the Baptist Church 

involved Foster to a great extent. Although of' amiable disposition, 

Foster »as forced to take part, in the disagreement because of his 

membership on the Board of Directors oi' the Baptist General Convention. 

Samuel Augustus Hayden, like Captain Joseph D. Foster the father of 

L. L. Foster, had been a Captain in the Confederate Army, and like 

Captain Foster had also been captured and imprisoned in Ohio and 

released in 1865. Hayden moved to Texas and served as a pastor in 

various churches until 1882 when he became pastor of the First Baptist 

Church at Dallas and shortly afterwards purchased the official 

publication of the General Baptist Association — The Texas Hantist-- 

snd in 1887 combined it with his latest acquisition — The Texas ~Ba tist 
Herald — into The ~T Bantist ~d ~Her . Like Foster, Hayden, was 

very active in working i' or the unification of the Baptists in Texas. 

~webb and Carroll, Handbook of Texas, I, p. 787. 

The famous meeting of the General Association of Ennis in July 

1885, in which the motion for unification of all Texas Baptists was 

affirmed had found both Foster and Hayden ardent supporters of the 

movement for unification. Foster was President of the Association. 

However, it was Hayden who offered the resoluticns urging the combining 

of the various Baptist Associations and schools into one Baptist General 

Convention. &ester and Hayden in the past had worked together on 
24 
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Jl -'+. , ncvclo-edia oi' Southern Bantists, Il, pp. 1378~1379. 

various r =;". er= affec sing tne apt s. , ", hurch, since they iere 

delegstcs -, ~ n' e annual ", et'n, s. Foster»a President of the Baptist 

Genera '" r sation "- 1890 a:. d for several yecrs following was a 

member -' he;. oard of rdrec. ors of the General Convention and 

Presides- -:" the Board '". 18o/ . The two men were probably good friends 25 

Bur&&a3ter, "The Laymen and Their ". orl, e in Centennial ~Stor of 
P ". 

'. ' . , a. I i: t::. d t'*, p. . '. 5 

because . '. avden seemed unusually carei'ul to avoid involvinp F-s=er 

direct y in -". . e 1- tigation io" lowing his break with the General 

Conventicn. He also praised Foster »hen writing Foster 's obituary in 

lo01, but, made only passing reference to his Paptist, activities. 26 

- Texas Bautist I?erald, Bocemb. -r 5, 1901. 

The controversy may have strained the relationship of the two leaders 

and, signi icantly~ Foster never held a, prominent nosition in the 

church after 1896. He ray have, however, wearied of the entire 

busi "c, . s and ai'ter twenty ~e. rs of active participation in t"e affairs 

of tne state church desired to relincuish the arduous work tc younger 

nen. or example, at the 1890 meeting, when Foster was chosen President 

of the Baptist General Convention the magnitude of the o, erations i' or 
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which the Board was responsible entailed employing one hundred and 

twenty-one missionaries who nreached at seven hundred and ten different 

stations. Cne hundred and three churches and two hundred and fifty 

Sunday Schools had 'been organized; forty-three elders and ninety- 

eight deacons had been ordained; and thirty-nine church buildings 

constructed at a cost of ~e28, 299. 67. It was also reported that "L. 

27 Carroll, A H~istor of Texas Baotists, p. 672. 

L ~ Foster of Austin" was a member of' the General Executive Board of 

Directors on April 9p 1894, at Gainesville, and that the»ork of the 

Board was of such major importance that allnight sessions were 

necessary. 28 

28 Ibid. 
& pp. 707-7C9. 

The initial sparks of the Hayden Controversy started when the Rev. 

R. T. Hanks and S. A. Hayden became involved in a minor newspaper 

controversy. Hanks had purchased the Bartist %e~~s and in it defended 

himself against the charges published by Hayden in Hayden's texas 

Baotist and Herald. Finally, J. B. Cranfill, worrying over the lack 

of co-operative unity within the Baptist Convention, resigned as 

Secretary oi' the Convention and bought out Hank's paper He changed 

its nane to the ~Ba est Standard, and started a crusade for reconciliation. 

Cranfill was the same individual that the San Pntonio Times had 

suggested as Iieutenant Governor with Foster on a proposed "Foster for 
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Governor" ticket, in I885. 

The peace r. ;ovement failed when Hayden attacked Zohn Milton 

Carroll, successor to Grani'ill, in the secretarial administration. 29 

1 dt 8, th 8 tt-t, , 11, . 1388. 

Foster was active in the affairs of the Baptist Church during the 

time of the dissention. In his V~istor ~ of Texas Baptists, Carroll 

notes that at the 1893 meeting of the Convention Foster was a member of 

a committee of i'ive to "examine thoroughly into sll the workings and 

affairs of the Ministers' Relief Board. " Some question had risen as 

to the management, functions, and even the necessity of this Board. 

The committee recommended that the Board be discontinued and its 
functions be placed in the hands of the Executive Board of the 

Convention. 30 

3 8 11, AH~t t', *8 tt t, p 611 

The following year the General Zmcutive Board of the Convention, 

whose i'ield of interest now lay in that of State, Home and Foreign 

Missions, and Ministers' Relief Hork, met April 9, 1894, and in addition 

to the regular business of the Church, appointed a Committee of five, 

which included Foster, to take into consideration a protest advanced by 

Dr. Hayden in which Hayden questioned the methods of operation, expenses 

and alleged secrecy of the Board. The "Board" in question was the 

General Executive Board of the Convention of which Foster was also a 
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member. 

Foster and his committee worked "the better part of a day and an 

entire night in a careful and painstaking investigation" and concluded 

that the allegations were groundless. 31 

8 '1, 1 ~8' t * " ". t' t, pp. 789-711. . 

Haydenp however, reopened the issue and another meeting was held 

June 26-27, 1894. Foster's committeep "reported back in very strong 

language showing the baselessness of the charges and insinuations. " 

Carroll remarks that the two board me tinge were 

Two of the most significant board meetings ever held in 
Texas Baptist history. . . . In many respects tl e board's 
report of' this year is one of' the greatest in all our 
Texas Baptist history, its thoroughnessp its completeness, 
its clearness, are remarkable. No pla. ces are left for 
interrogation points. It answers all necessary questions 
concerning the work itself and the expenses of administration. 32 

3 Ibid. , p. 717. 

Hayden twas still not satisfied and advocated a policy of' "church 

sovereignty" as opposed to "the rule of boards. " The Convention met 

in Belton, October 11-14, 1895, and declared: 

The Convention is composed of persons chosen by churches, 
associations, and missionary societies as their messengers, 
and that when said persons are convened they, and not the 
churches, are the Convention. 33 

~R* 1. *8' 1' 8 tt 8 . t' t, 11, p. 1380 
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Foster was also present at this meeting and was again nominated as a 

Director of the Gr neral Convention. 

34~P* 6' 3 th ~t, . t' A 1!I . '. , th 3 t t 
Cenerzl Convention, Belton, Texas, October 11-14, 1895, p. 57. 

Hayden renewed his charges and when the Baptist General Convention met 

in Houston for their annual assembly October 9-13, 1896, ofi'icial note 

was taken by the Convention that Hayden had attacked the Board 

editorially through the columns of his newsoaper The Texas Bap:tist and 

Herald. The Board now consisted of thirty-eight members, including 

dp~dh 3 th ~t ~E' ht' Al 1 3 '. 3 th 3 td 
d ld t tt t, p, dth. 9-13, 1396, p, 36, 

Foster who was still listed as a member from Austin. There were four 

hundred and ninety-three official delegates attending the meeting, the 

largest ever held up to that time. Hayden 's charges were again 

consicered and found without foundation, although~ the Board was not 

unanimous in its findings since six members took some exception to the 

majority report. Foster was not of the minority. The question of 36 

9 11 Atl t ' 1' - ~Et'A, P. '133 ~ 

co-education at Baylor Vniversity was also resolved for all time in the 

af f irma tive, 
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37Ibid. , p. 743. 

The Forty-eighth Annual Session of the Baptist General Convention 

is the last meeting in which Foster took an official part. Thereafter~ 

his name no longer appeared in the annual reports of the Convention, 

although he probably attended as a spectator. Foster may have been 

Baotist Standard~ December 5, 1901. 

an unwilling participant in the Hayden controversy and, while he sided 

with the ma)ority, he may have felt that the entire affair was 

unwarranted and unnecessary and, furthermore, felt that compromise was 

always possible and at times desirable. In any event Hayden, himself, 

observed in 1901 that 

This was the last official position he QFostegr ever held 
in the Baptist denomination. He was a man of untiring energy, excellent administrative ability, active industrious and a 
genius for close application. . . . He was an incorruptible 
politician whose management coupled with a large popularity 
registered his name in every office he sought and made him a 
valuable ally snd leader in every campaign. 39 

Texas Bantist Herald, December 5, 1901. 

Foster was apparently well regarded by Hayden, although Foster 

remained with the General Ccnvention snd continued active in his local 
church. Hhile he attended at least one oi' the annual sessions, ex- 

officio and unofficially, he may have attended others. It is certain 
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that he held no further state or regional ofi'ice in the organization 

of the Baptist Church after 1896. 

The annual session at Houston in 1896 was a trying one for Foster 

and much stormy debate resulted over the Hayden issue before the 

Convention adjourned in something akin to frustration. 

The following year, with Foster not on the scene in any official 

capacity, the Convention convened at Han Antonio. The credentials 

committee challenged Hayden's right to a seat and, after hearing him 

present his objections, voted on his expulsion. The vote was 582 to 

102 for expulsion and he was denied a seat. Hayden again sought 

admittance at draco in 1898, and again at Dallas in 1899, only to be 

denied admission each time. He then instituted suit for „. 100, 000. 00 

damages naming thirty-three key leaders of the Convention as defendants, 

but excluding Foster now no longer active in the Convention. The 

litigation dragged on and on until Cranfill, weary of the entire 

business, settled the suit from his own resources April 28, 1905, 

'"without the knowledge, consent, or cooperation, fraternally, financially, 

or otherwise, or any of the defendants. '" s40 

~ ~16' e S th 2 t' t, ZI, p. 1380. 

Th Velasco Terminal Railway continued to languish. The hoped- 

for tonnage did not develop and revenues did not approximate expenses. 

Ho additional steel had ever been laid after the initial twenty miles, 

and by June 30, 1898, the stock and bonds per mile amounted to ", 37, 155, 

or a total of ';743, 100. By June 30, 1901, the railroad had disappeared 
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as the Velasco Terminal. The British bondholders were forced to take 
41 

Sayers, Pwilroad Consolidations in Texas ~18o1-1999, pp. 76-79, 

the railroad over and they operated it after Foster left in 1898, with 

E. 0. Dorchesterg as receiver, until 1901, when it was sold to Harry 

Hasterson, I. H. Eempner, and L. L. Foster, who were representing a 

Boston Syndicate. The name was changed to the Velasco Brazos 4: Northern 

Railway Company on July 8, 1901. The line then went through two more 

receiverships until toe discovery of sulphur in the area served by the 

railroad generated sufficient tonnage to insure the solvency of the 

line. Zt is now part of the Yissouri Pacific Railroad. The 

42 Peed, A ~Histor of Texas Railroads, pp. 327-328. 

hurricanes of 1900 and ensuing years obliterated the settlement of 

Velasco and it no longer appears on the map oi' Texas as a separate city, 

but is now part oi' the corporate limits of the city oi' Freeport. 

The bankrupt condition of the line at the time of Foster's departure 

in July of 1898 is reflected in the minutes of the Probate Court, which 

listed the Velasco Terminal Railroad as owing Foster's estate the 

amount of ";&195. 57 as late as 1902. " Fost"r could not continue to 43 

43. . . -riinutes Brazos County Probate Court, N, No. 698, p. N, 175i 
1902. 
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support his family on the nebulous premise that the port of Velasco 

would be dev-loped and accordingly he once again turned to politics. 



CHAPTHR IX 
SAYER'S CAMPAIGN HAHAGW 

The prospects of the Velasco Terminal Railroad becoming solvent 

and earning any dividends had evaporated, and the Farwell-Taylor 

Syndicate turned the project back to the British bondho~ dere. Foster 

remained with the new management of the Terminal Railroad until the 

late snring oi' 1898; but since the company ofi'ered little in the way . 1 

Galveston ~Dail I'Jews, January '4, 1898. 

of material returns, he once more directed his interests toward the 

political arena. 

Foster had not fared well in tne political maneuvering oi' the 

gubernatorial campaign of 1894 when he supported the chairman of the 

Railroad Commission, John H. Reagan, as the Democratic nominee for 

gov- rnor against Charles A. culberson. Reagan had the initial support 

of Governor Hogg, but Culberson 's campaign was ably managed by the 

astute Colonel dward House. It seemed likely that the third strong 

candidate in the race, Samuel U. T. Lanham of the George Clark "Goldbug, " 

conservative segment, might win the nomination if both of the "free 

silver" advocates, Reagan and Culberson, remained in the running. 

'Reagan magnanimously retired from the race in order to avoid a split 

among the liberal group, and Culberson succeeded in gaining the 

nomination of the Democratic Party cnd thus became governor in 1895. 2 
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Cotner, James Sterhen ~Ho , p. 414. 

Foster then being somewhat out of favor saw Hathan A. Stedmsn of Fort 

Worth, a strong Culberson supporter, appointed to his place on the 

Railroad Commission. 

The approach of the campaign year of 18og placed Foster in the 

same dilemna as that of the earlier campaign of 1884. Attorney General 

Martin M. Crane, an old friend of Foster's, was seeking the guber- 

natorial nomination. Crane also had the initial support oi' ex-governor 

Hogg, a friend of Foster. However, the powerful "maker of Texas 

Governors, " Colonel House, would not support Crane, claiming that the 

custom of elevating the Attorney General of the preceeding administration 

to the governorship was becoming a bad nabit. Hogg remained relatively 

inactive in Crane's behalf, since the Attorney General had indicated a 

desire to stand on his own record. Hogg wished, too, to avoid the 

cognomen of "Boss" in the Democratic Party in Texas. 

3Ibid. , p. 47o. 

Outgoing Governor Culberson desired to run for Vnited States 

Senator, and House agreed to support his candidacy for the Senate 

concurrently with Sayers gubernatorial campaign. Veteran Senator 

Roger C. Mills was becoming increasingly unpopular with the "silver 

Democrats" of Texas because of his support of President Cleveland 's 

"Sound Money" policy, and House felt that a "free silv r" man, like 
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Culberson, should be sent to IIashington as more representative of the 

true interests of the people. House, himself, was an interesting 

phenomenon oi' the times — wealthy, relatively young, a native Texan, 

he never sought political office for himself; his was the role of the 

counselor and the confidant — a role wt"ich he played dei'tly throughout 

his lifetime. Political maneuver and political power, although latent, 

were his life's blood and his reasons for existence. The "Texas 

5Iarwick" Edward N. House, was the power behind the scenes. 

He controlled party conventions. Long before a conventinn 
was to meet, he would select its ma)or officers and secure 
their assent to serve. . . . Yen to nominate the candidate 
for governor and make seconding speeches were selected and 
told what to say. 4 

4Rupert N. Richardson, sEdward Y. . House and the Governors, " The 3, 5 I, II' t . ' 1 ~tl t 1, 1, 1 (J&y 1957) p. 53. 

He. . . was well acquainted with at least Seven Texas 
governors, every one from L. S. Ross to 0. B. Colquitt, 
both inclusive. He helped to elect and was associated 
somewhat intimately with four of them: James S. Hoggy 
Charles A. Culberson, Joseph D. Sayers, and S. 11. T. 
Lanham. 5 

5Ibid. 
y p. 50. 

Sayers was a veteran congressman and sometime in 1897 the two, 

House and Sayers, determined to enter Sayers in the governor's race, but 

first the idea had to be built throughout Texas that Sayers should be 

the next governor. Actually, a more capable snd respected individual 



than Joseph Draper Sayers of Bastrop would be difficult to discover. 

It was agreed that Sayezs would take no active part in the campaign 

as his congressional duties would keep him busy in 'washington. Youse 

and Sayers botn had a goo' opinion of Foster's political acumen snd 

they decided . c reouest 'Poster, the prominent and well known manager of 

the Velasco erminal "aiiroad to ec as S-yer 's campaign manager. 

Foster, ' sing for a' ' -ractical purnoses "at liberty, " zeadily agreed. 

The anno mcemont that Sa?zer. . !!as definitely in the . ace i' or the 

Democrac'c co-. . z. . ation for governor snd the cfficial announcement that 

the Ycr, . . . oster would be his campaign manager wer. . accepted on 

their f"ce value although the Calvest"n ~&ail i'. eris early in January 

18c!8, noted the announcement with tonsue-in-cheek applause, !hen its 

editor declared: 

it has been freely remarked that the Sayers people were 
fortunate iz! the securer. nt of a man like Colonel L. I. 
Poster of Velasco to mana"-e the gubernatorial camnaign of 
their favorite. As a m ter of' act . oster is =". o"+h- 
smooth as a railroad . -. an, s a poz itician azd as a mani- 
pulator. It is true that before he n de his dew~a+ ir. t, '. e 
political whirl he graduated from a country ne„sianez office 
having once published a pacer in ?. imestone Ccunty, but "e 
has long since refor!. ed, and he has learned much sir ce z?at 
ti-. e. . . . '=-"ter +spending several years in the . egis':ture 
anc cs Cozmuis. ioner of "=griculture, Insurance, History and 
Stetisticgs . . . he served on the rai road comm"'ssi-n, making 

enviable re-utation for conservation and airness. 
From all this it !ill be seen that he is anyth ng bu 

= novice in politics, desrite the fact that he is what would 
'. := +armed a business man. He is schooled tl orou. -oily iz. t, '. ie 

oz political warfare and in him the Say=-s, ". eople have a 
. ':. en. "er who will not overlook any bets. Hc o. . s mild -nd 
innocent and pood-natured, but before the fi, "h", over the 
opposition will find that it takes more than a vie. =us "utter 
to nluck his featners. Poster i=, . ll right and wi:: :. eep the 
rails in the proper place so ar s the Hastrop z. a. . 's zences I 
are concerned. o 
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Galveston ~Dail &Iews, January 9~ 1898. 

Foster lost no time in starting the job of political fence mending 

for his candidate. He traveled about the stats making political 

contacts and conducting conferences, and at Mexia conferred with State 

Democratic Executive Committee Chairman Blake on January 8. 7 

Ibid. , January 10, 18o8. 

"Nhen asked about the political situation he just smiled and was 

practically mum, " reported the editor of a leading Texas newspaper, 

8 Ibid. , January 9, 1898. 

"and then in a burst of confidence, he observed that wherever he had 

been he found Sayers was all right, but that was all that could be 

dragged out of him, " concluded the editor. 

9Ibid. 

In an article headed "Gossip From Dallas, " the Galveston ~Dail 

Hews reported: 

Mr. Foster will manage the campaign for Hon. Joseph D. Sayers, 
and will establish headquarters in this city QDallajs along 
in the season. It is understood that Hon. E. M. House will 
direct affairs from Austin, and Mr. Foster will care for the 
interests of Judge Sayers in Central, North and Northeast 



Texas . . . M-mayor . rank Holland will assist Ih . I'oster 
at this end of the line. The gentleman from Velasco has 
been playing the game of politics i' or many years, and he is 
very sanguine that Judge Sayers will succeed Hon. Charles A. 
Culberson as Governor of Texas. 

10lbid. 

In the meantime, the beloved lawrence Sullivan Ross died. Indian 

fighter, Confederate general, and Texas Governor, "Sul" Ross had been 

president of the Agricultural and Mechanical College at College Station 

since February 1, 1891. His death on January 3, 1898, of "congestion, " 

probably pneumonia, was sudden and unexpected and followed his 

exposure to the elements during a hunting trip on the Havasota River 

near College Station. There was much speculation throughout the state 

on who would be named to succeed him as president of the oollege. J, W, 

Blake, chairman of the State Democratic Rxecutive Committee, went on 

record as favoring Sayers for president of the college. He probably ll 

Ibid. , January 18, 1898. 

hoped that Sayers would accept the honor and thus leave the guber- 

natorial field open to either George Taylor fester, of Corsicana, with 

whom he had also been conferring on January 8, in Mexia, or to Crane, 12 

Ibid. , January 10, 1898. 

the Attorney-General~ and still a strong contender for the governorship 
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at this time. However, when House and Foster lined-up in the earlier 

days of the campaign, and Congressman Joseph W. Bailey joined the Sayer 

Forces, Sayer's prospects for gaining the nomination were so bright 

that Crane became discouraged and withdrew from the race. Blake's 

recommendation that Sayers be President of the Agricultural and 

Mechanical College of Texas was obviously a political maneuver to 

remove Sayers from the governor's race. In any event~ Blake was 

inconsistent. Six months later while addressing the Texas School 

Teachers Convention at Galveston, he strongly opposed the practice oi' 

appoi~ting "politicians" to the control oi' the State educational 

system. No matter how well qualified Sayers may have been in other 
13 

3Galveston ~Dail News, July 1, 1898. 

respects, he was not a member of the educational profession. 

Foster nevertheless continued on his speaking tour and on January 

10, in Austin~ gave a prepared statement to the press which was published 

by the Galveston D~ail News. In a lengthy column of newsprint, Sayers' 

record was defended and his stand for the "free and unlimited coinage of 

silver" was affirmed. The article stressed his adherence to the 

policies of the current state administration, to those that had been 

pursued by Hogg, and to the work of the Railroad Commission, the stock 

and bond laws, and other reform legislation. Foster admitted that the 

"Clark clement" and the "Populists" seemed to favor Sayers, but ~se~ 
this was no indication that Sayers favored the "Gold bugs, " and anti- 

Hogg elements of the George Clark Wing of the party. Foster stated 



that the support of the conservative and gold-standard people stemmed 

from personal admiration of Sayers and was not based on political 
14 reasons. 

galveston ~Dail News, January 11, 1898, 

Foster 's routine press release in Austin brought a long caustic, 

well-written letter from Monta J. Moore, of Cameron, a Crane supporters 

which the Calveston ~Dail News carefully published. Moore evidently 

was no friend of L. L. Foster's and questioned his motives in allying 

himself with Sayers. Moore accused Foster and Sayers of being allied 

with the Farwell-Taylor Syndicate of North Texas, which had built the 

state capitol in return for three million acres of land. The deal, 

legal and fair as it appears today, was suspect at that time in the eyes 

of many Texans in the eighties and nineties. 

The fact is considered gioore continuegd that the north 
Texas interests of the Farwell-Abner Taylor Syndicate are 
connected with Mr. Sayers candidacy for governor through its Velasco interests, and you, as general manager of the 
Velasco terminal railroad and manager oi' Mr. Sayers' campaign, 
constituted the connecting link. i& 

t J, M * ' "L tt t H . L. L. 7 t , " G 1 t ~lh 1 
~ews, January 14, 1898. 

Moore cast further aspersions on the Sayers-Foster combination. 

He speculated on the reason for this alliance "since Sayers had never 

given you QFostegr a political favor in his life" and Foster and Crane 

were known to be politi, cal as well as personal friends. "Why did Foster 
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turn on his fri. end Crane who had interceded for him with Governor 

Culberson in 1895 in an effort to keep Foster on the Railroad 

Commission?" he asked. Moore also accused Foster of being in the 

employee of the Farwell-Taylor interests not, only to manage their 

Velasco property, but "to appear before Congress as a lobbyist to 

induce the government to purchase the improvements made by the 

Syndicate at the mouth of the Brazos. " „16 

16Ibid. 

The interjection of a personal note into the campaign impugning 

Foster's motives annoyed Foster more than did the usual political 

mudslinging of the day, and he promptly replied through the columns 

of the Slews to the charges that he was the connecting link between the 

Farwell-Taylor Syndicate and Joseph Sayer&a~ 

I do not represent the Farwell-Abner Taylor Capital 
Syndicate at the mouth of the Brazos river or elsewhere, but 
the new management who succeeded to the control oi' that 
enterprise, and thus vanishes this far fetched effort to 
connect Mr. Sayers through me and the capital QSigc syndicate. 

Mr. Moore's statement that, I accepted employment 
to lobby for this or any other company at 01ashington is utterly 
false. I did, at a hearing before the Senate Commerce Committee, 
present in a public speech the importance in a commercial sense 
of opening a harbor at the mouth of the Brazos river, and of 
improving and opening the river to navigation. This general 
scheme of improvement involves the payment of the Brazos river 
channel and dock company the value of the property of the 
partially completed jetties constructed by that company, such 
value to be determined by the goverzunent, snd will . I think, 
receive the unanimous support of our senators and representatives 
in Congress. In my opinion, no other enterprise eventually 
promises greater benefits to the commerce of Texas than the 
construction of a harbor at the mouth of the Brazos river, and 
opening of the river to navigation as far as practicable by 
the general government. I intend again to appear before the 
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proper committees in congress when opportunity shall offer, 
as I have heretofore done, advocate an appropriation for 
the purpose named. IT 

Galvestcn ~&il~ News, January 18, 1898. 

Poster maintained that he had always, up until then, supported 

Crane for any state office for which he aspired. He now carefully 

explained, however, that his support of Sayers was based on at least 

three excellent and worthwhile reasons: 

1. By reason of his experience in public life snd by his 
general 1mowledge of statecraft, he is the most thoroughly 
equipped man in the race for governor. 

2. My father was a confederate soldier, having served in 
Lee's army throughout the entire Civil War first as 
Lieutenant and then as captain of a company in the 
Twenty'-second Georgia regiment, and though a mere boy 
at the time, having no proper appreciation of the issues 
involved in that great struggle, my sympathies have ever 
since so strongly leaned toward the ex-confederate soldiers, 
that I have on ever occasion, other things being equal, 
thrown my influence in his favor, and on this ground I 
support Yr. Sayers for governor. 

3. Before I became associated with Mr. Crane personally, I 
formed the acquaintance oi' Mr. Sayers, His courteous 
treatment of me and my friends who visited Washington at 
the beginning of Mr. Cleveland's first administration, and 
the valuable political aid rendered by him in behalf of my 
friends especially endeared him to me, and if political 
favors in the past are to be material considerations in 
influencing political action in the future and if personal 
and social relations are to be weighed in arriving at a 
conclusion as to the most suitable candidate for governor, 
then I have better reasons for supporting Mr. Sayers than 
any man in this race. lg 
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Moore's charge that Foster was an employee of the Velasco Terminal 

Railroad was certainly i'actual, and the accusation that Foster was a 

Hashington lobbyists for the syndicate was undoubtedly true. Even ex- 

governor Hogg had questioned Foster's business in 'habington. 19 

J. S. Hogg to L. L. &aster~ April 8, 1896~ Letter Press No. 12, pp. 617-618, Hogg Family Papers. 

However, in all fairness to Foster it must be said that he was 

genuinely interested in the entire Prazos River complex from a public 

as well as from a personal viewpoint. His experiences on the Railroad 

Commission had revealed the importance of transportation to the economy 

of Texas, and the development and improvement oi' all types of surface 

transportation continued to hold his interest. By the Fall of the next 

year, he had become chairman oi' the Brazos Improvement Committee, which 

met in Brenham, October 26, 1899, with representatives from all 
interested counties on the lower reaches oi' the Brazos watershed suffering 

from the disastrous flood of the late spring oi' 1899. Congressman Tom 

Ball and United States Senator Horace Chilton both addressed the 

meeting, as did also L. J. Storey of the Texas Railroad Commission. 

The committee advocated improving the channel of the Brazos sufficiently 

to make possible a navigable channel all the way to Waco, and went on 

record for continual harbor improvement at Velasco. Foster 's efforts 

to divert Federal funds to the pro]ect had evidently by now met with a 

measure of success beoause the Convention took official note oi' the 

fact that 
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The general government has taken charge of the harbor at 
the mouth of the Brazos river, and the jetty works, costing 
private parties over a million dollars, has been given to 
the government, and the last congress appropriated $85, 000 
as sufficient to complete the jetties . 

Galveston ~Dail~ News, October 28, 1899. 

The remark that the jetty works had been given to the government 

is indicative that the Velasco Terminal Railroad was by this time 

bankrupt. 

Poster also believed that the Brazos channel project would 

alleviate the yearly flooding of the rich bottomlands and he expressed 

himself in an interview at Nempstead, October 2'7, that "making the 

Brazos bottoms profitable /for cultivatiogn every year, " rests on 

"making the river navigable. " 21 

21Ibid. 

By early summer of 1898 it was evident that the Sayers-Culberson 

campaign for nomination on the Democratic ticket as candidates for 

governor and Dhited States Senator, respectively, would be but a 

formality. So powerful was the alliance behind the two men that no 

aspirant for the governorship remained in the running, and the 

incumbent Senator Roger Q. Mills simply gave up and withdrew from the 

race for his re-election. 

he press and public interest had other events to occupy their 

attention besides politics. The Spanish-American Var burst forth and 
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provided the papers vast reams of copy. The presidency oi' the 

Agricultural an"-' Yechanical College of Texas remained vacant and 

provided periodical opportunities for sounding out local sentiment 

on who should be chosen for that position. John Matthew Yoore, 

member of the State Legislature from Richmond, thought it would be 

difficult to replace Sul Ross at APM. He suggested the eminent 

horticulturist Thomas V. Munson or Professor Fred». !fally i' or the 

Frederich H. Mally was an eminent entomologist who later in 1899 
came to the college as professor of entomology. 

position. The name of the State Adjutant General, Colonel "oodford 

Haywood Yabry, was mentioned by others. Moore agreed that the latter's 

selection would enhance the military features of the college, but he 

was cf the opinion that ths selection of a military man might cause the 

military aspects of the college to dominate the industrial and agricultural 

science fields. Moore felt that the agricultural snd mechanical features 

of the college should be emphasized. 23 

Galveston ~Dail News, January 13 & 
1898. 

Foster 's interest in the college at this time was no doubt only 

academic. Foster had been an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors 

oi' the college when he was state Commissioner of the Department of 

Insurance, Statistics, History and Agriculture under Governor Ross. 

He therefore was familiar with the school and may well have maintained 
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a personal int=-rest in the institution even after he joined the 

Bailroad Commission in 1891 and administratively terminated his 

connectior. with the Board of Directors of the 4gricultural and 

Yiechanical college. whether Foster Mew it or not he was again to 

become vitally concerned with the affairs of the College. 



CHAPTER X 

FCSTER. ACCEPTS 5™z POSITICÃ 

The presidency of the Agricultural and Yechanical College of Terna, 

vacant since the death of Lawrence Sullivan Ross on January 3, 1898, 

remained unfilled until July 1. During the interval, R. 'H. Hhitlock, 

Professor of Mechanical Engineering, served as Acting Head of the 

College. In the meantime, the Board of Directors considered a number 

of possible candidates for the position and finally agreed that, from 

a practical as well as a political viewpoint, Iafayette Tumpkin Foster 

was best qualified for the presidency of the College. 

The decision had not been easy. Speculation and suggestions had 

been abroad since early January. Colonel Woodford H. Mabry, the State 1 

l. Galveston ~Jail 1'&ews, January 10 and 18, 1898. 

Adjutant General, was a strong contender for the position, and received 

half of the votes of the six board members each time the board convened 

to discuss the matter of a new president. Frank P. Holland, a former 

2 
mayor of Dallas, editor of the Texas Farm and Home magazine, and a 

Judge Paine L. Bush to Robert E. Byrns, Dallas, Texas, Yay 29, 
1963, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

member of the Board of Directors of the College, was one of the strongest 

supporters of Colonel Yiabry for the presidency. After Foste~ 's death in 

155 
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1901, Holland recalled the controversy during an int rview in Dallas. 

I was opposed to him QFostejr . In fact I worked hard in 
behalf' of the then Adjutant General, W. H. Nabry. I want 
to say, however, in the lifht of better acouaintance with 
the man, +declared Holland that he has made the best 
President the Agricultural and Mechanical College has ever 
had. 3 

Ibid. ; Il. llas ~Y min ll. "ws, december 3, 1901. 

Mabry's friends in the college were so determined in his behalf' 

that had not, the Spanish-American War burst on the scene, he ~ould have 

probably 'oeen elected president of the college. Colonel Mabry had long 

John L. Lane, H~istor of ducation in Texas, p. 308. 

been prominent in Texas military affairs. He was a graduate of the 

Virginia Nilitary Academy and was considered well oualified for the 

position by many who felt that a military man should be head of the 

State's foremost military school. With the advent of war, however, 

Colonel Nabry resigned as State Adjutant General, effective Nay 5, 1898, 

and took command of the 1st Texas Infantry Regiment. Seven months 5 

5Galveston Dailv Nrws, May 3, 1898. 

later, on January 4, 1899, he died of cerebro-spinal meningitis in 

Havana. 6 



Ibid. , January 4, 1899. 

Crane's withdrawal from the gubernatorial contest on Yay 16 

prompted Foster, as manager of Sayers' raceg to issue a statement from 

Austin that Crane's withdrawal "practically assures the nomination of 

Sayers. " Simultaneously, a majority of crane's backers officially 

switched their support to Sayers. The balance oi' the token opposition 7 

Ibid. , Nay 17, 1898. 

melted away so completely that on the second day of the Democratic 

Convention held in Galveston on August 3-5, Sayers was nominated as the 

Democratic candidate i' or Governor of Texas by popular acclamation. 8 

~Br an ~lornin ~Ea le, August, 1898. 

~&kith the outcome of the Sayers gubernatorial campaign now no 

longer in doubt and with Colonel Nabry no longer a contender for the 

presidency of Texas A&M, the logical choice for president of the 

Agricultural and 'Yechanical College seemed to be the governor-elect's 

campaign manager, Lafayette Lumpkin Poster. Local, national, and 

international events had intervened in Yay, 1898, to change the perspective 

by eliminating the soldier and making available the politician for the 

presidency. "ith the elimination of one of the chief contendere, the 

Board of Directors was soon able to reach a decision on a president 
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for the college, and on J'une 9, 1898, the Secretary to the Board, 

U. B. Cavitt, wrote Foster 

It is with much pleasure that I, as secretary of the Board 
of Directors, notify you of your unanimous election to the 
Presidency of the 2'-M College of this state, as a successor 
to the late Bx-Gov. " . . ":. Hoss. ". e trust that you will 
find it consistent with your feelings and duties to accent, 
th"'s most worthy and useful position. 9 

91, 8, Cavitt, Secretary, Board of Directors, Agricultural and 
Mechanical College of Texas, College Station, Texas, to Fcn. L. L. 
Foster, velasco, Texas, June 9th 1898, in L. I . Post r Papers . 

Cavitt was of the pro-Foster forces and was well versed in local campus 

politics. He, therefore, thought it advisable, as a friend, to suggest 

that Foster nake no changes at the college until he had been thoroughly 

oriented after his arrival on the campus. The same mail that brought 

the official notification from Cavitt of his appointment, also brought 

a personal note to Foster from Cavitt penned "in haste" and attached to 

the official communication. Addressed to "Friend Foster, " the note 

read: 

I herewith hand you an official notice of your cI ection 
to the Presidency of this College. I am proud oi' your election 
i'or many reasons, and hope you will accept the position. he 
President's residence is at, your command. Lot, me know when to 
expect you and i'emily that I may see that matters are arranged 
here or your reception. Any assistance I can render vou here, 
will be most che"rfully given — and I say to you, "do not, 
hesitate to call on me" for I am ready to help you. I am fully 
pursuaded that the College will prosper under your management. 

Ho», I am not presuming to give you advice, but ask you as 
a:riend, and for the good of this College that you promise no 
places to any one here until you are fully posted. Think our 
Board of Directors will convene between the 28th Inst. & 4th prox. 
at, this place. Let me know when to expect you here. 
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1%/. R. Cavitt to PL. Lg Foster, College Station, Texas, June 9, 
lgo9, in I. . L. Foster Papers. 

Several biographical sketches of Foster state that he was Sayers' 1 

". , t' t!I 1R, D, b 5, 1901; S A t ' 
E 

December 2, 1801. 

campaifn manager and that Sayers appointed him to the Presidency of 

Texas 'W~. Actually, Culberson was still governor and the Hoard of 

Directors made the appointment. They may or may not, have been motivated 

by the hand-writing on the wall in the chirography of. Joseph D. Sayers 

with strong overtones by Zdward N. house. The Galveston ~3ail News 

carried the following: 

Austin, Texas Junc 13. — Colonel I . I, . oster gave out the 
i'ollowing i'rom Sayers' headquarters to-day: 

'Having accerted the office of president of' the Agri cultural 
and Nechanical Col)ege of Texas, to which I was recently 
elected, it is my purpose to retire from politics and devote 
my entir~e time and attention to the duties oi' that high and 
responsible position. The office is non-political and should 
in its administration be completely divorced from political 
influence. . . . I s'nail therefore terminate my connection 
with the campaign. In severing my connection with Sayers 
campaign committee, I do so with full confidence that it 
involves no change in the plans or policy heretofore pursued. 
Yon. E. N. House, who has for more than two years past had 
charge oi' the political interests of the Hon. Joseph D. 
Sayers, and who has given general direction to his present 
campaign will continue to have entire control of the campaign. 

On account, of the absence of Najor Sayers at his post 
of duty in Washington, his friends have so far conducted the 
campaign for him, and the burden has fallen upon a few. In 
lieu of this fact, I suggest that great service can be 
rendered to the committee by volunteer speakers and workers 
who are willing to devote part of their time speaking and 
working in his interest. 13 
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13Galveston I3ailv H~ws, June 14, 1898. 

Foster promptly answered Cavitt's official letter notifying him of 

the nomination. From Austin on June 14, 1898, he wrote the Secretary to 

the Board: 

Understanding as I do from a personal acquaintance with 
the affairs of the College in former years, something of the 
duties and responsibilities of the President, and being 
successor of so able and distinguished a man as the late 
leman ed President Ross, it is not entirely without trepidation 
and fear of my inability to meet public expectation in the 
administration of the ofi'ice that I assume its responsibilities. 
The very large num'ber of letters and telegrams received from 
citizens in all parts of Texas including numbers of the Alumni 

Association of the College, members of the press, educators of 
distinction and in fact representing every phase of nublic 
opinion, expressing satisfaction with my election, leads me 

to believe that public opinion approves of the action of the 
Board of Directors. 

Elected without solicitation on my part, and I believe 
as a result oi' a conviction on the part of my friends and 
the Board of Dirr ctors that, I would at least honestly and 
conscientiously strive to maintain the high standard of 
excellence which the institution has attained, and if 
possible press forward to still greater and nobler conquest, 
I appreciate more highly the honor conferred in my election. 

I earnestly invite the sympathy, cooperation and 
support of the people of the State in general, expecially of 
the Alumni Association. . . . 14 

4L. L. Foster to V. R. Cavitt, June 14, 1898, in ~Br n ~!eekl 
~Fa le, July 7, 1898. 

The state press had actually received the first woz d of Foster's 

appoi. tment before Foster himself had been officially no'tified. A 

reporter from the Houston ~oat awakened Foster in his room at the 

Hutchins House in Austin at one-thirty on the morning of June 7 to tell 



him of his acceptance by the Board as President of the college. Hhen 

told of his selection, Foster seemed somewhat surprised. 

"ere you not a candidate for the position? Peeked the 
reportejr 

In no sense of the word. I had neither solicited the 
an ointment nor had it been solicited for me to my knowledge, 
replied ester . I had heard that, my name had been mentioned 

some months since in connection with the position, but my 
information was that it had not been seriously considered 
owing to the knowledge of my obligations in the present campaign. 
I had never been consulted upon the subject and the news is as 
much of a surprise to me as it will be to anyone in Teras. 

Of course you will accept the position? 

As to that, I will prefer not expressing an opinion until 
I am o:ficially advised of my election. I will have time then 
to take the matter under consideration. && 

15 Clipping identified as probably from Houston Post, June 7, 1898, 
in File III c, miscellaneous clippings, McInnis Collection, Archives, 
Texas 4"M University. 

From the above it seems that the appointment of I"oster was clearly 

a case of the office seeking the man, instead of the msn seeking the 

office. It is of interest to note that Cavitt, Foster, Ywbry, ex- 

governor Richard B. Hubbard, and other prominent Texans had be. n suggested 

for the presidency of AAM College several years earlier when it was 

rumored that President Ross would leave the position to become a member 

of the Texas Railroad Commission, At that time Foster disavowed any 16 

16U -unidentified newspaper clippings, circa February-March 1895, 
File III c, McInnis Collection, Archives, Texas A&M University. 
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aspirations for the position, and made clear that he would not accept 

the presidency of the college unless under great pressure. 17 

17Unidentified newspaper clipping, dated December 28, 1894, File 
III c, McInnis Collection, Archives, Texas AFM University. 

Foster appears to have been universally respected throughout the 

state, and the choice of the Board of Directors was, with the exception 

of the teachers, generally regarded with favor. The ~Br an ~Dail F~a le 

observed that it had "seen nothing but the most favorable exoressions 

regarding the election of Hon. L. L. Foster to the presidency, " and the 

paper quoted various editorial remarks from among its exchanges 

18 reflecting the opinion of the state press. 

'Brvsn ~Dail ~Ea le, June I&, 1898. 

However, as always, there must 'he dissenting voices with discordant 

notes and the professional educators of Texas were not satisfied with 

the Board's choice. The "Election of Hon. L. L. Foster . . . looks too 

much like politics~" the Galveston ~Dail News observed, and went on to 

say under an Austin dateline of June 13 that 

Prof. R. B. Cousins, principal of the Mexia public 
schools, who is here on the faculty of the state school of 
methods and university samer normal, and who was the 
professional educator's candidate for the presidency of the 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, and who is also president 
of the Texas State Teachers' Association, voices the sentiment 
of the professional educators here in the following interview 
on the election of Hon. L. L. Foster, a non-professional 
educator, to the presidency of the . . . College. 

Mr. Foster began his public career in Limestone County, 
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where I live. Hiany of my personal friends are his. Through 
these common friends I have learned to feel very kindly toward 
him. His election to the presidency of the Agricultural and 
Kechanical College must be regretted, however, i' or the reason 
that it violates a fundamental law, which is recognized in all 
lines of business, the law of special preparation for important 
work. A professional school man ought to have been elected. 
It is the weakest sophistry to say the president does not teach 
and therefore he need not 1c!ow anything about that part of the 
work. & 

19Galveston '3ailv Fe~!s, June I/„ 1898. 

The state teachers met in Convention in Galveston two weeks after 

Cousins' remarl:s, and the matter of' roster's appointment was again 

brought up. The chairman of the state Democratic party, J. !~!. Blake 

of Hexia, addressed the teachers convention on June 30. He advocated 

compulsory education and a closer relationship betweon the churches and 

the schools in the state. "ithout mentioning "oster by name and prefacing 

his remarks with the observation that he was intending no reflection 

on any one person, "especially on one of my closest friends in Texas, " 

he further declared, "I regard him pesterer as one of the best men that 

could have been selected i' or that position — outside of the profession— 

that should have went there. I 7&now he is going to make a success in 

that institution, and I love him and respect him. He is one of the 

most competent, thoroughly practical men in this state, and no doubt so 

far as men of his calling can make a success oi' the work, he will make 

a success. " 

2 Ibid. , July 1, 1898. 
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Af'ter this flowery preface, Blake went on record as opposing 

political control of the state's educational institutions and said that 

he regarded such control as an obstacle to the proper development of 

higher education in the state. However, Blake, too, was a clever 

politician and was simply applying the maxim of his friend, ex-governor 

Hogg, that "a man in politics r!ust remember the people he happens to be 

with. " Blake could easily emulate a weather vane when political winds 

21 Cotner, James ~Rte"hen H~o, p. l, 08. 

were blowing, and conversant with the mood of the teachers he was quite 

aware '!hich way this particular wind was blowing and went along with it. 
Hearly every speaker during the session jof the Convention 
at Calvestogn had something to say about the management of 
schools and educational institutions and systems by educators, 
rather than nojiticisns and while no names were mentioned it 
was generally. understood that this had reference to the Hon. 
L. I. Foster as president of A and N. . . . Hhile politics 
was decried the predominate theme which permeated nearly all 
tne papers and discussicns was near akin to matters political 
snd indeed one speaker . . . strongly urged all teachers to 
become politicians although he qualified the statement by 
saying that he did not refer to partisan politics, but, to 
that higher politics which is synonymous with patriotism22 

2Calveston ~0ail Hews, June 30, 1898. 

Before adfourning on July 1, the Convention took up f' or 

consideration a resolution deploring "the tendency now m'anifest to fill 
the higher educational positions in our state with politicians 

Pand believed that this policy wajs as incongruous as it would be to 

entrust the management of a locomotive to any other than an engineer. " 
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'Ahereupon, Ccusins explained that he had not been a candidate for the 

position, at, Texas AEM College, but was simply speaking for the teachers 

association as their President. He also "spoke in complimentary terms 

of Yr. Foster +the first time Foster had been mentioned by nemine and 

said he believed he would do good work in his position. " Following 

Cousins' remarks an amendment to the proposed resolution was offered 

and accepted by thc teachers declaring tnat the "Agricultural and 

Mechanical College, under the administration oi' Hon. I. L. Foster~ shall 

have the hearty support and co-operation of the t"achers of this state. " . 23 

Ibid. , July 2, 18o8. 

There were other vociferous persons who had taken the opposite 

viewpoint and who thought that it would be a major error in judgment to 

"place a classical theorist at the helm of an industrial college. e 

Typical of these was K. K. Hooper. Two months prior to Foster's 

selection, Hooper in a letter to the Houston Post sought to dispel the 

idea tnat a urofessional educator was essential to the successi'ul 

administration of Texas AM College. He wrote: 

Governor Ross was not a professional educator, in the 
strict sense of this term, but was pre-eminently a man oi' and 
for the masses, a student of human nature, experienced in the 
affairs of public trust, of executive ability, a firm but 
mild disciplinarian 

It would seem that this demonstration of the successful 
administration of a practical man would need no other 
argument to effectually dispel the delusinn that a' 
professional educator is essential for the i'urther deve'op- 
mont of the Texas Agricultural and Vechanical College as is 
entertained by some. To the mind of the writer no greater 
error could be committed. 2A 
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4Clipping identified as probably from the houston Post, April 3, 
18o8, in File III c, Miscellan =ous clinpings, McInnis Collection, 
Archives, Texas AgM University. 

Thus viewed by suspicion and skepticism by some and supported by 

warm endorsements of others, Foster embarked upon a new job which would 

reouire considerable tact and which would test to the utmost his ability 

to work with faculty, students, the Board of Directors, and the general 

public. Foster returned to Velasco and made preparations to move his 

fami y to the President, 's Home on the cern, . us of the Agricultural and 

Mechanical College of Texas. 25 

- The huge two and a half story Victorian frame President's Home 
built during Lawrence S. Ross' presidency in 1893 at a cost of 3l» 5CC, 
was used by each succeeding President of the College until it was so 
severly damaged by i'ire in January, 1963, during the tenure of President, 
Earl Rudder, that it was razed shortly ai'terwards. 



CHAPTER. XI 
COIJEGE PRESIDENT 

Tne Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas was one of the 

land grant colleges established in the United States under the terms of 

the Morrill Act of 1862 to promote the study oi' agriculture and the 

mechanical arts, not to the exclusion of t'h e liberal arts. Because of 

the Civil Uar and its aftermath, it was not until 1875 that the State 

of Texas was able to take advantage of the opportunities offered by 

Federal law to promote higher education in the state. ven then after 

the formal opening of the college in 1876, it was not until 18&1 with 

the able administration of Lawrence Sullivan Hoss, that the college 

started on the long road towards achieving the prominence it enjoys 

today. 

'. hen Foster became President, the college buildings were situated 

on a slight eminence in northeastern portion of the original 2, 416 acre 

tract donated in 1872 by the citizens of Brazos County for the site of 

the college. Located on the northern reaches of the flat Texas gulf 

coastal plain, the college properties were surrounded, in part, by 

large ranches heavily wooded with oak. Interspersed among the larger 

private holdings in the area around the college were found more modest 

acreages devoted to the production of cotton, corn, and other row crops. 

Cotton plantations prevailed among the rich bottom lands of the Brazos 

'River. 

The climate of Brazos County was often humid and oppressively hot 

in the suzzzer, but the winters were relatively mild. Their mildness, 
I 
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however, on occasi. ns, was broken bt' the frigid blasts of "Texas blue 

northers" and b" free-ing rain and occasionally snow. 

ne physical plant of the college consisted oi' a collection of 

misce] lsneous frame and brick buildings. The four story 78Main Building" 

of brick construction was the largest and most imposing and was used 

for offices and classrooms. she Mechanical Engineering Benartment was 

located in a rambling brick structura of shons and laboratories. Two 

barns, four silos, a milking shed, a shed for the slaughter house, and 

a ttni ger da constituted the Apricul tural School. Hot to be overlooked 

was the creamery which boasted a six horsepower steam engine and a four 

horsepower gasoline engine. There was also a small iceplant and an 

electric light plant. The latter provided not only lights but was 

capable oi' "affording power for electric fans for the mess hall. " 1 

7 . —, ;. 6, " 1 ~6, l tt 1 1 lt l. »d 6 1 
~C1'. . ". " . , 1897-, 8, . 67-71; 8 t 1' tl ~l' lt 1 6 
Mechanical ~Colic e of Tet as, 1896/1897-l8~7188988 p. 32. 

artillery shed provided protection for two three-inch bre. ch-loading 

rii'led cannon. 2 

t -8 d 1 1 ~dl 1 8 
' 18, 7/18. 8, . 78. 

There were fourteen residences on the campus for pro" ssors, nine 

of them being of frame construction. There were also individual houses 

for the shop forenand t' he florist-landscape gardner, and the head 
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janitor, and one or mora small houses for servants and laborers. 

58 t 1' tt ~A' lt, 1 6 8 t. 1 . 1 ~011 *1', , 1896/ 
18985 p. 32. 

Th. . students lived in four brick barracks or dormitories and were 

fed fn a lcrg- mess hall. The barracks were heated by wood burning 

stoves in each individual room. There were no water closet facilities 
or running water in the dormitories. In addition to these buildings, 

there was an assembly hall and an infirmary. Cesspools, outhouses, and 

a massive brick latrine f' or the cadets comprised the sewerage system. 

The source of water was equally primitive. The college water supply 

was either lauded or damned depending on the identity oi' the intended 

recipient, of the information. The optimisti. c approach was intended f' or 

prospective students. Therefore, the college catalogues 'brat;=ed about 

the natatorium with its bathrooms and a twenty-i'ive by fifty foot 

swimming pool — "supplied by a deep well with pure twhite sulphur water 

at a temperature of ninety-two degrees. " The building was unheated and 

1 ~pt 1, 1895/1896, , 70, 6 1899/1900, 0, 66. 

in a chronic state of disrepair. There were no other bathing facilities, 

N efi'ort was made to provide students and faculty with "the purest and 

best possible supply of ~ster i' or drinking purposes. " The College 

i'urnished "c r fully collected cistern wat. r filtered through charcoal 

before ant~ring the cisterns. 67~ 
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~!!ant~~-Heventh Annual gstalome, 1902/1903, p. 71. 

In Post r 's time it was blandly admi. ted that drinking water was 

"supplied from high, clean roofs. " 6 

6 D&entv-Third Annual Catalosue, 18o /189o, p. 69. 

Rainwater caught in this manner might be hygienic enough, but the amount 

of water preserved was often insufficient, and the sunply of water was 

then supplemented frcm the ordinary surface drainage caught in ponds. 

In 1898 the college inventory listed "six artificial ponds for water 

supplv. " The water from these ponds was utilized to fill the under- 

", e!!ort of thc Asricultural and !echanical ~&olla "- of Texas, 1896/ 
1897 1~897 1898, o. 32. 

ground 'orick cisterns in which »ater was stored. 

As President, . oster sought to improve the water supply for the 

college. A few r!onths after taking office he reported to the Board of 

Birectors: 

!'ater that can be used for drinking purposes is badly needed. 
At present the supply of drinking water is obtained from 
cisterns, and is unreliable. The water supply for tock and 
'bathing purposes is abundant, but is so strongly impregnated 
with sulphur as to be uni'it to drink a&d unsuitable for 
irrigation. It also corrodes and destroys the standpipe~ 
mains and piping that convey it to various part~ of the 
cam us, so fast as to make it expensive to use. 

Ibid. , p. 8. 
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Foster recommended the drilling of a well of six hundred feet depth 

to tap the same strata i'rom which the City of Bryan drew potable 

water. The well was ultimately drilled but the water was also unfit 

9Ibid. 

for use and the well was abandoned. 10 

Ibid!. , 1898/1899-1899/1900, p. 11. 

The grounds of the college were planted with many of the oaks that 

have since matured to the magnificent trees oi' today, but when Foster 

first moved to the campus the trees were insignificant saplings 

scattered about nn lawns composed of' straggling prairie grass. Although 

the catalogue bragged that "the soil is sandy, and mud and wat r 

disappear within a few hours after rain, " Foster complained in his 11 

~9. 6 — 96' 8 1 1 ~dl, 1898/1899 p. 69. 

i'irst "iieport of the President" that there were no gravel walks or 

roads on the campus and with the exception of a few makeshift plank 

walks and sections graveled with "pieces of brickbats" the native soil 

alone provided the footing with the result that in "wet weather they 

become muddy and sloppy. " He requested a "small appropriation annually 

to be expended for gravel" and concluded that the "work could be done 

with student labor. " 12 
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lt". . * f th ~lt 1 d w»' 1 ~G*11 f' 7, 1896/ 
1897-1897 1898, p. 7. 

Ilhen Foster became President, the faculty of the college consisted 

of President Foster, at an annual salary of ")3~500; ten professors 

whose respective salaries ranged from , 
", , 1, 500 to "»2, 250; nine associate, 

adjunct, , and assistant professors ranging in salaries from '~600 to 

'»I, L, OO; and one Commandant of Cadets — usually a Regular Army Oi'ficer 

detailed by the Army to the school under the provisions of the Norrill 

Act. During 'Foster's first year at the College a civilian commandant 

was nired since the war with Spain and the Philippine Insurrection 

required the services oi' the professional soldiers elsewhere and none 

could be spared for duty with the land grant colleges. The Army also 

recalled the pride of the College — the two field pieces — and it was not 

until 1899 that Foster was able to get replacements. In addition to 

the academic faculty, the College had six other staff' members. These 

included a shop foreman, farm foreman, a bookkeeper, secretary, surgeon, 

and a steward (Bernard Sbisa) who for many years was one of the college's 

most valued members. 

Ibid 
~ 

'p 33 

Foster always had good relations with the student body. The 

students were on an average of three to four years younger than the 

average age oi' the student body of today. The minimum age of the 

students when Foster became President in 1898 was fifteen; however, 



many of the entering freshmen were evidently a little older. Admission 

was by examination unless the candidate was a high school graduate, 

in which case he was admitted without examination. The examination was 

relatively simple. There were very few high school graduates found 

among the student body. Of three hundred and ninety-six students 

enrolled for the 1899-1900 school year, only five were listed as having 

i'inished high school. 1/„ 

tt kl 1 ~01, 1899/1900, pp. 10-1'e. 

The cadets were young, and Foster, reflecting upon his own early 

struggles ano lonely years, proved to be a kindly compassi~nate leader. 

At the Junior class banquet of April 79 1900, Foster was recognized with 

a toast of, "Here's to him who is a father to us, while our . athers are 

not here — our President. eely 

1~Battalionp April-Nay 1900. 

Over half a century later Arthur Meinert of Seguinp Texas, one of 

Foster's Cadets oi' 1900, recalled that 

President Foster was a father to all the boys. In walking 
down the street if he met a half dozen or a dozen of the boys 
he would stop an) shake hands with all of them and say some- 
thing pleasant. l 

ee edp 8 Cf dl s d, '~d1t t* f 9 eek 
~oJ. le e, p. 114. 
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After Foster's death Dr. Thomas Chalmers Bittle, Professor of 

Languages and the College Chaplain, wrote r garding Foster's relation 

with his students. 

His addresses to them as a body vere vise, timely, full 
of sound sense, and lackinf in cant. He oroposed to them no 
impracticable measures ekther as to morals or scholastic 
duties. He had been a self'-reliant boy himself and he 
preferred treating the student from that, standpoint. If he 
erred in judgment it was on the boys' side. 17 

17 Dr. T. C. Bittle, "In Nemoriam, s in A and Yi ~Co'ale e Record, an 
unidentified magazine clipping in L. L, roster Paners. 

At the close oi' Foster's second year at the College the first, 

"Summer School and Summer normal School" of six weeks duraticn was 

initiated. The session opened on June 18 and ran through July 28, 1901. 

Classes began at eight in the morning and terminated at six in the 

evening. It was in truth a long hot day. As an added inducement 

Foster was able to secure reduced railroad fares on a round trip basis 

for all students who enrolled in summer school. The ladies who desired 

to attend were assured of a "separate dormitory, in charge of a matron, 

set apart for the use of the ladies in attendance, thus insuring 

perfect privacy. " k'omen were not permitted to attend the college 
18 

18 
R ltd xth ~l»' l. t 1 dM I 1 1~Col 

Summer School and Summer Normal School, College StatS. on, ' Texas, June 18 
to July 28, inclusive, 1900. 

during the regular school unless they vere daughters of members of the 

staff' and faculty. They were known locally as "The Campus Girls" and 
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were regularly enrolled in the college. Instead of diplomas, they 

were awarded certificates of completion; however, if they desired 

degrees, transfer to a coeducational college was necessary. 

Total enrollment for the Summer Session was 105. Among the 

offerings during the summer was a number of courses specially designed 

for state public 'teachers. Foster hoped to bring about a closer 

relationship between the teachers in the public schools and Texas A&M 

College. 19 

t e th ~A' Mt 1 i N~h' 1 ~f' ll f', , 1!!98/ 
1899-1899/1900, pp. 14-15. 

This was the first and last Summer Session until 1909, although 

Foster had optimistically hoped the Summer Session would be established 

as a regular feature of the school. He expected to continue the 

experiment, and to expand the session to include various "short courses 

in agriculture, horticulture and the mechanical arts specially for the 

benefit of persons who can not avail themselves of the benefits of a 

20 college education. « 

20Ibid. 

In 1909 the idea of Summer School was revived snd grew into the 

offering of a comprehensive series of "short courses, " which later 

blossomed into a program of such courses being offered throughout, the 

year by the University Extension Service. 
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Edna, Foster's oldest daughter, apparently never enrolled at the 

college, but went instead to Baylor Female College at Belton, Texas. 

However, when she. was on the AkN Campus, her father encouraged her to 

participate in the campus social life and she was the official sponsor 

of Company "C" of the Cadet Corps for the years 1898 and 1899. 

21 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Nrs. T. D. NcÃeil, the former 
Nay Alma Foster, Daughter of L. L. Foster, Dallas, Texas, tray 28, 1963; 
Battalion, Nay, June~ 1899. 

Emma Natkins Fountain, the charming daughter of Professor Charles 

Perkins Fountain and the famed "Hutson Twins, " Nary and Sophie, 

daughters of' Professor Charles Woodward Hutson, were prominent, both in 

class and on the campus. The "Hutson Twins" are portrayed wearing 

natty cadet grey blouses in the first regular edition oi' the college 

annual — The I~on Horn — in 1903. They were "accredited the honor of 

having first placed before the senior class the question of getting out 

a college annual, " the first such annual since 1898. 22 

22 ~Lon Horn, pp. 9-10. 

The college and the community of College Station at the turn of 

the century was a small cloistered world that emphasized its isolation 

by pointing out that "College Station, not Bryan" was the post office 

and i'urthermore, that the local post office was "a money order office. " 

Bryan, said the College catalogue, is the nearest town. It 
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i. s distant five miles, and it is almost impossible for any 
student to go to Bryan even for a short time, without his 
absence beccming known to the authorities. The temptations 
that beset young men in cities are entirely absent her . 23 

d~t-9 8 488 1 ~tl *, 1877/1898, pp. 67, 74. 

The City of Bryan, with its fourteen or fii'teen saloons, (an average oi' 

two for each block) its public drunkeness, open gambling, and incidental 

gun play, was suspect and, therefore, forbidden to the students. The 

Cadets could visit Bryan only by special permission from President 

Foster himself. 

41bid. 
p p. 77; Lois Alyne Wilcox, "The Early History of Bryan, 

Texas&" p. 87, 

A visit to the metropolis of Bryan from the hinterlands of College 

Station by members of the staff or faculty did not pass unnoticed by 

the Bryan newspaper. "Col. L. L, Foster, Prof. H. H. Harrington, Prof. 

Tilson and others were here from College yesterday', " reported the 

E~ale. 25 

5~Br an N~ornin ~Ea le, September 4, 1898, 

Foster habitually took his youngest daughter with him on many of 

his trips not only to Bryan8 but elsewhere. Nay Alma, or "Sis" the 

family called her8 was popular, pretty, and at eleven y'ears of age was 

spoiled. The ~le reoorded on September 48 1898, that 88Hiss Alma 
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Foster of College Station is the guest of Misses Bonis and Bertie 

Adams, " and thus lei't for us a record oi' Alma May Foster spending 

26~id. 

a pleasant September Saturday long ago playing with two other little 
girls in Bryan while President Foster transacted business in the city. 

Mhat Colonel Foster's business was the E~a le failed to record. It 
could well have been the purchase of yard goods for the dresses of 

his daughter+a'. He often enjoyed selecting the material and exhibited 

good taste in making the specifications for the dressmakers to follow. 

27 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963. 

The quiet lovely eighteen-year-old Edna Foster was to enter Baylor 

Female College at Belton, and her father could well have been making 

purchases for that event because a day or so later the ~Ea le noted that 

"Col. L. L. Foster left for Belton yesterday accompanied by his 

daughter, Miss Edna Foster, who will eater Baylor Female College. " 

~Br an M~ornin ~Ea le, September 7, 1898. 

How that Edna was away at college, little May Alma Fost-r became 

the center of attention on the ASM Campus. "Too many boys around AAM 

Campus, " her father reflected; "Sis had better mind her studies and get 
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along with her music. " "ith Bdna at 'oaylor-Belton" Foster felt that 

the opportunity or his young. , st daughter to acouire a sound education 

in a good Baptis School was oo fortuitous to miss. Foster's personal 

interest in Bay' or . e. . :. ' e "o" . 'e, "e ha;. been established at the famous 

meeting oi' the . trs;s :n . '=;-. -. asas rn 188$ when he was Pr-sident of 

the Baptist Cess ""' A-soc' . ;; at the time of the merger of the Texas 

Baptists, ano sc servec as a member of the joint committee 

which made provision for the establishment of R. ylor Female College. 

khen the fa. 1899 rolled =" und . 'dna returneo 'o sPaylor-Beltona 

accompanie . Alma, who 1''k~" se enrn . e, . to c~! , = ner college 

educatic . . 

September lgoo 

As for the harum-scarum &cater boys, they remained a~ Co lege 

Station and took their chances with the Cadet Corns. "They were getting 

too laggard «ith their household chores anyway, " recorded Foster. 

sKven when Joe is home he spends half of his time on the eront porch 

reading with his feet propped up on the railing and the Jersey cows 

have dried up asa:n because of the dereliction of the a~vs -+ milking 

time. " As was customary in that day, the Foster family kent several 

cows a. -he sou"ce of the family milk supnly. Foster was ccnsidered 

to be . -'nd and indulgent father, and was re&ended as beinf "too easy 

on nis family. " 
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30 Interview cf Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963, and with Mrs. RE P. Marstellar, Bryan, Texas, 
March 1, 1963; Joint letter of Mrs. P. M. Rollins, the former Sophie 
Hutson, Gulfport, Mississippi, and Mrs. B. S. Nelson, the f'ormer Mary 
Hutson, to Robert E. Byrns, New Orleans, louisiana, March 25, 1963, 

The Foster children were fast growing up. The eldest boy, J'oseph 

Lumpen {called "Jojfdiee by his family) was an independent twenty-one 

year old youth when the family moved to College Station. He seems to 

have accompanied the family to their new home, but may have left for 

Dallas shortly thereafter since he lived in that city until his death 

in 1928. He seems to have achieved some recognition in baseball 31 

»Death Certificate, State File No. 15784, Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, Texas Department of Health, Austin, Texas. 

circles throughout south central Texas and appears to have played 

professionally at times. He evidently was home part of the time 32 

3~~ W. F. Hutson to Lt. Col. Robert E. Byrns, Austin, Texas, February 
28, 196$ in L. L. Foster Papers. 

since it is recorded that his membership in the First Baptist Church of 

Austin had been transferred to the First, Baptist Church in Bryan on 

June 13, 1900. 

The second boy~ Walter Drew Foster, nearly twenty years old, 

accompanied the family from Velasco to College Station, and enrolled in 

the Fourth Class, or Freshman year. The records show that each of the 
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four younger boys attended the College intermittently during the years 

1898-1902. Walter attended classes for the first year and probably the 

second, and then went to work for the Houston & Texas Central Railroad 33 

&&~T- t -Thi d An 1 ~Ct 1, 189~/1899, y. 14. 

as a telegrapher and clerk and also functioned in the dual capacity of 

telegrapher and respresentative for the Western Union Telegraph 

Company. This dual function was not uncommon in the days of manually 

34W W. F. Hutson to Lt. Col. Robert E. Byrns, Austin, Texas, February 
28, 1963. 

operated telegraph sets when railroads used the same medium for their 

business and the local station agent in a small community also often 

acted as representative for the telegraph company. Walter seems to 

have left school at the close of the Fall term of 1900-1901. Library 

records show that he borrowed a copy of Scribners' Magasine on November 

7, 1900, which he returned in January 24, 1901. No further mention 

"Record of Books Circulated by the College Library, June 1, 1900- 
September 27, 1903, " File III c, Archives, Texas A&M University. 

oi' him is made in the records of the College. He never married, but 

seemed to be the mainstay of the Foster family following the death of 

his father on December 2, 1901. Walter Drew worked for the railroad the 

remainder of his life. He died in Dallas in 1952 at the age of seventy- 
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two. 36 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963; Death Certificate, State File Po, 128548 Bureau of 
Vital Statistics, Texas Department of Health, Austin8 Texas. 

Henry Iveson Foster was seventeen years old and enrolled with his 

brother, Halter for the school year of 1898-1899. Henry continued in 

school until the close of the 1899-1900 term. He was f ound def icient 

in credits at the close of his second year and was forced to return as 

an elective student for the term 1900-1901. After the death of his 

1 ~pt 1 *, 1898/1899, p. 11; 1899/1900, p. 12; 1900/1901, 
p. 16. 

father, Henry (or "Heinie" ), as he was called by his fellow cadets 38 

38Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Ytrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963. 

took "the Short Minter Course" in Horticulture offered by the College 

for the period from January 3 — March 178 1902. This particular 39 

~t» t -8 th ~81 ~pt 1, 1901/1902, p. 19. 

oourse had nine students in it and was 

designed to give a large amount of practical information 
during the ten weeks of the winter term to those men who 
do not desire to obtain a thorough college education. 4 
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4Olbid. , p. 47. 

Afterwards, Henry Zveson worked for Major 31. F. Hutson as a rodman 

on the Southern Pacific Rt ailway for "some months in 1902. " He remained 

with the Southern Pacific Railroad in various capacities including that 

of' a towerman at Humble3 Texas3 near Houston3 until his death in 1920 41 

4 M. F. Hutson to Lt. Col. 'Robert E. Byrns3 Austin, Texas, February 
28, 1963. 

at thirty-eight years of age. 

l2 ' Death Certificate, State File "o. 157843 Bureau oi' Vital 
Statistics, Texas Department of Health, Austin, Texas. 

Jacob Lawson was sixteen years old on September 5, 1898, but did 

not enroll in the college until the following year. He attended school 

for the ensuing three years until the Spring of 1902 after his father' s 

death when the Foster family moved to Houston. "Dutch" (or "J. Lossie" 

as he was often known ~ even on official documents) was never promoted 

beyond the Fourth or Freshman year at the College. He was described as 

"a gentle boy . . ~ with quiet manners" and as being well liked by his 

teachers. He died at the age of seventy-seven in 1959 at San Antonio, 

43Joint letter of Mrs. H. M. Rollins (the former Sophie Hutson) of 
Gulfport, Mississippi and Mrs. B. S. Nelson (the former Mary Hutson) of 
New Orleans, Louisiana, to Lt. Col. Robert E. Byrns, Gulfport, Mississippi, 
25 2 0 1963; ~tl t -Si&h 22 ttl ~0t 1, 1901/1902, 0. 15. 
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Texas. 44 

44Death Certificate, State File No. 48145& Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, Texas Department, of Health, Austin, Texas. 

The youngest boy in the Foster family, Mack Marion (dubbed eMacky») 

was fourteen at the time his father became President, and like his 

brother "Lossie, " did not enroll in the college until the second year 

that the Foster family was in College Station. Little is known of 

"Mack" Foster beyond the fact that he was listed as a Fourth classman 

for the years 1899-1900 and that he died in San Antonio, September 19, 

45~Twent -Fifth Annual Caatalo, ue& 1900/1901& p. 14. 

1928, at the age of forty-four. Like his brothers, he started work 46 

46 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T, A. McNeil& Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963. 

with the railroad. 

4 H. F. Hutson to Lt. Col. Robert E. Byrns, Austin, Texas, February 
28& 1963. 

President Foster was a kindly man, fond of his family. He spoiled 

the children. Deeply religi. ous himself, he read the Bible every evening 

snd attended Church regularly'& seldom missing a service. His sons, 48 
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48 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, Nay 28, 1963 ' 

however, were reluctant to become involved in religious affairs, 

although the oldest seems to have been a member of the Baptist Church 

as early as Hovember 30, 1892, when he joined the First Baptist Church 

of Austin. However, Foster, himself, was no fanatic and while he 

A9~id. ; Irma Ferguson, Secretary, to Robert E. Byrns, First 
Baptist Church, Austin, Texas, May 17, 1963. 

neither smoked nor drank, many of his political friends did. He did 

not disapprove of dancing. In fact, he encouraged it among his children. 

Henry liked to dance and Foster urged the quiet reserved Edna, "a lovely 

person" now eighteen, to mix more in campus social activities whenever 

she was at home from college. She often acted as hostess of the 50 

50 Interview of Robert E. Byrns, with Mrs. T. D. Me%ail, Dallas, 
Texas, Nay 28, 1963. 

family during her mothezs frequent illnesses while the family lived at 

College Station. 51 

ibid ~ 

Foster, himself, seems to have been as active as ever. He had 

shaved the full beard of his earlier years and now wore a neat mustache. 
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He loved to hunt, fish, and ride. He was also fond oi' music, as were 

his children. May A2ma at eleven years of age commenced a ma]or in 

music at Baylor Female Seminary at Belton and continued it at Kidd-Key 

College in Sherman. Still later she served as organist for the River 

Street Baptist Church in Dallas for twenty-five years. 52 

52Ibid. 

The campus home in College Station required all of the managerial 

ability of both Edna and her mother to function properly. Negro 

servants did the housework, but Mrs. Foster did most of the cooking over 

a woodburning kitchen range not only for her family, but for visiting 

53' id. 

dignitaries and for the daughters oi' friends who arrived as weekend 

guests to attend the social functions oi' the Cadet Corps. "Mrs. Dobbs 

and Miss Crest of Groesbeeck were guests of Colonel and Mrs. L. L. 

Foster" observed the Battalion, at Commencement activities in 1899. 

5L oattalion, May-June, 1899. 

News items of this nature were repetitious in an all-male school where 

there were daughters to be chaperoned or sons to be visited. On gala 

occasions it was not unusual for the Governor of the State to spend 

several days on the Campus. 



Governor Joseph D. Sayers and Adjutant QGenerajl Tom 
Scurry arrived from Austin to-day . . . /for three dayjs 
/Governor Sayerjs expressed himself as delighted with the 
progress which the college had made and he and General 
Scurry both spoke in complimentary terms of' the Corps of 
Cadets which passed before them, headed by the college band, 
enroute to the big mess hall. &5 

55Battalion, May-June, 1899. 

The duties of the President's office claimed nearly all of Foster's 

time almost from the first day that he moved into his office in the 

Main Building, He had occupied the President's chair barely two weeks 

before he was called upon to address a meeting of the "Farmers Congress" 

on the aims and objectives of the College. The M~ornin E~ale reported 

that 

It would be his aim ge saijd to emphasize . . . +the 
institutiojn as an agricultural college. He said that while 
it was true that not all young men educated here became 
farmers they exerted a beneficial influence for agriculture . pand hje "wanted the people of Texas, the, taxpayersp 
to feel tggt the agricultural and mechanical College belongs 
to them, s~ 

~Br an M~ornin E~a. le, July 16, 1898. 56 

From the beginning Foster was engrossed with the administrative 

details connected with supervision of the College. "I will thank you, " 

wrote Governor Culberson, "to give me at your earliest convenience . 
the number of students for the past four years and the per capi. ta cost 

of maintaining the institution, " Among other things, Foster found 
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57 C. A. Culberson to L. L. Foster, November 28, 1898 typed and 
autographed letter No. 106, "Official Book" from Nov. 18, 1898 to Jan. 
18~ 1899, Texas State Archives, Austin~ Texas. 

time to placate faculty differences. H. H. Harrington, Proi'essor of 

Chemistry and son-in-law of Foster's predecessor, "Sul" Ross, had 

aspired for the presidency of the College himself, and had resented the 

appointment of Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Roger Haddock 

Whitlock, as the Acting President following the death of President Ross . 
The new President was able to reconcile these and like differences~ 

although friction again flared up after Foster's death. 58 

Cofer, Second, ive Administrators of Texas A&M ~Colle e, pp. 102- 
103; ~t f th A~Mt 1 d Il h 

' 1 ~C11 f T. , 1900/ 
1901t 1901/99021 p' 22' 

Foster believed that his most important responsibilities lay with 

the students — that he was at the College primarily for the benefit, of the 

young men in his charge and that his personal interests were secondary. 

He "announced his intenti. on to devote his entire time and energies in 

the future to the advancement of the interests of AAH College. " 

59Battalion, December, 1898. 

Accordingly, Foster familiarized himself with every facet of' campus 

life from the problems of individual students to the improvement of the 

physical plant. In line with this policy he attended the Cadet social 
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and athletic functions whenever he had the time and opportunity. He 

seldom missed any student activity or function. He was President of 

the College Football Association, and accompanied the team in its 60 

See Letterhead stationery listing dues paying members of the 
Athletic Association on stationery of the Football Association of 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, Boettcher Scrap Book, 
Archives of Texas ASK University. 

off-campus games. An Austin newspaper reported that on October 22, 

1898 in Austin, the University of Texas football team defeated Texas 

A&M team 48 to O. eThe game, " observed the Austin reporter, "was not 

a brilliant exhibition of Football Play5ng, e and noted further that 

"President L. L. Foster oi' the Agricultural and Mechanical College 

and about seventy-five of the cadets accompanied the team. " 

Unidentii'ied Austin newspaper clipping dated October 23, 1898p 
in Boettcher Scrap Book, Archives, Texas A&M University. 

Foster's cadets made a 'better showing a few weeks later when they 

played on the day before Thanksgiving the Add-Rsn Christian University's 

Horned Frogs at Waco. The score was 16 to 0 in favor of the Cadets. 62 

62 Ibid. ; Add-Ran later moved to Fort Horth and became the Texas 
Christian University of today; Handbook of Texas, I, p. 7. 

A "Foster, " probably one of the President's sonsp or perhaps Foster 

himself, was listed as officiating as lineman. During the game time out 
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had to be repeatedly called to keep the spectators off of the field 

and it was reported that "much unpleasantness Pwajs frequently created 

by the crowd which was always in the way, interferring continually with 

both officials in the performance of their duties. " The game concluded 

with "Add-Ran leaving the field in a dispute. « 63 

63 Unidentified newspaper clipping in the Boettcher Scrap Book in 
the Archives, Texas Af'fN University. 

At th 1 f th 1898 f th 11 , th 88ttl' , t d* t 
monthly publication, reflected the feelings of the team: 

To Prof. Foster and Prof. Soule the team expresses its 
deepest gratitude. Their interest and help has been of 
great service and the spirit of the team much improved by 
the hope that they would not disappoint their friends on 
the faculty. 64 

4Battalion, December, 1898. Professor A. M. Soule was football 
coach and Assistant Professor of Agriculture. 

The following year, 1899, Foster was very much in evidence at the 

Texas A&f-University of Texas football game as attested by the following 

doggerlp which appeared in the Battalion8 

And when we pierced the Varsityfs line 
It made our President laugh 
For his boys were in for a good touch down 
In "double time" and a half. 

However, the touchdown was ruled illegal by the officials and the 

cadets lost by a score of 6 to 0. 
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Our players proved that they have grit 
And played an honest game 
The referee robbed them 6 to 0 
They held Varsity just the same. 3 

63 Battalion, Becember, 1899, p. 14. 

It was no doubt fortunate that Foster was present during the early 

day corps trips as his presence had a saluptbry effect on the often 

obstreperous spirits of the cadets. 

There never was a general who handled his men i. n a calmer 
way than President Foster could control his cadets. +commented 
Arthur ', ~einert one oi' Foster's cadets in 1899' Once when 300 
or so cadets were in Houston for the Sewanee or Tulane game in 
1899 something went wrong after the game and instead of going 
to the train to return to College, the cadets were marching down 
Main Street in the mud, near the H~ice Hotel. President Foster 
had gone to the railroad station. Someone went after President 
Foster and carried him to where the boys were. /he boys turned 
around immediately and went back to the station. c6 

66 Quoted in Gofer, The ~Scond Five Administrators of A&M ~Colic e, 
p. 114. 

Foster's first y'ear at the Agricultural and Mechanical College of 

Texas was busy, interesting and at times no doubt trying. A smallpox 

epidemic throughout the state during the latter part of January and 

early February of 1899 prompted Foster to place the college under "a 

strict quarantine against the world until further notice. " 67 

67 
~Cor us Chhisti ~e, February 3, 1899. 
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Shortly after the smallpox scare had subsided, the severest winter 

weather in decades swept the United States and Texas suffered with the 

rest of the nation . Temperatures fell to minus 11 F. at, Dallas; Bryan 

recorded minus 4 F. The warmest, city in the state was Corpus Christi 

at plus 7o and the ~Cor s Christi Caller reported that the ice in the 

bay was strong enough for boys to walk on. Galveston Bay froze over 68 

Ibid. ; ~Br an ~Dail ~I~ le, February 16, 1899. 

to the extent that it was possible to drive a team and wagon from 

Galveston over the ice to Point Bolivar . The extreme cold brought a 

personal sorrow to the Foster family when word was received that Foster's 

brother-in-law, Drew Pender, Mrs. Foster's brother, had frozen to death 

aboard a ship in the Gulf of Mexico. 69 

69 Dudley Whitcomb to Robert E. Byrns, Georgetown, Texas, March 20, 
1963, in L. I, . Foster Papers. 

At College Station the woodburning stoves used to heat each 

individ'ual room were stoked on a twenty-four hour basis which caused 

Foster to be continually uneasy over the possibility of fire breaking 

out in the uninsured buildings of the college. The wood smoke hung 

heavily in the damp and chilly air as the stoves consumed 3, 000 cords 

of wood cut by contract from the college woods during that winter of 

1898-1899. 
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"Report of the Special Committee to visit the ARM College, " 7Gs 

House Journal Twenty-seventh Legislature, 1901, p. 395. 

The State legislature was in session from January through May of 

1899 and Foster, ever mindful of his responsibilities, spent many weary 

hours riding the cars oi' the Houston g. Texas Central to the capital 

city to press for the funds necessary for the college. 

The Pattalion complained of overcrowding in the dormitories. 

The . . . barracks have been entirely too crowded this year 
there being as many as four in a great many of the rooms 
nearly one hundred Pstudentgs were turned away in September 
on account of insufficient space . . . Our natatorium has 
been allowed to get in bad condition . 71 

71 Battalion, January, 1899, p. 24. 

Foster himself had observed in his Biennial Report to Governor 

Culberson many students were 

turned away 4in September, 189/8 because they could not 
be accommodated. \Ie have no means of knowing how many 
contemplated entering the College but were kept away by 
the President's announcement, made through the daily papers 
on the opening day, that the College was then full and 
unable to accommodate any additional students. 72 

t 8th ~lt 1 dli h 1~C11 a *, 1896/ 
18o7, 1~897 1898, pp. 3-4, 6. 

Foster also noted that the salaries oi' the professors were paid from 

interest earned on the original endowment and from Federal funds received 

under the Hatch and Morrill Acts. The state was only asked to provide 
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buildings and equipment. 

The Brvan ~eekl ~Ea le of January '2, 1899, reported that at the 

beginning of the "inter term on January 3, according to Capt. F. A. 

Heichardt, President of the Board of Directors, 391 students had 

alreacy enrolled and the number was expected to reach 400 within the 

next few days. Already the enrollment was the highest in the history of 

the College. 

T3~Br an ~~eeklv Z~ale~ January 12, 1899. 

Foster was successful in getting from the Legislature soma increase 

in appropriations for the college, and the Battalion gratefully expressed 

appreciation for the new Agricultural and Horticultural Building and 

for a new barracks (Foster Hall) recently completed, snd for an 

improvement in the sewerage system and the drilling of a well for 

drinking water. 

4Battalion, ?Iay-June, 1899. 

In Narch a combined committee from the House and Senate of the 

Texas Legislature arrived on the campus to inspect the College. "President 

Foster " declared the ~Br ~Dail ~Ea le, "is very hopeful that the 

appropriation made by the present legislature will be in keeping with 

the needs of the institution, and there is reason to believe that he will 

not be disappointed. " Two years later, in February 1901, another 
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5~Br an ~)ail ~ga le, March 17, 1S99. 

legislative committee visited the campus and confirmed the validity of 

Foster's urgent pleas for appropriations. In fact, the Committee's 

report exceeded Foster's demands. It observed that many of the frame 

buildings had not been painted for twenty-five years and pointed out 

that the United States Government had refused to furnish a full 

complement of rifles to the school because the College had not provided 

a proper armory for adeouate storage of weapons. The Committee was 

also critical of the shortage of faculty residences. "One of the 

professors now Poccupiegs a portion of the hospital, another lives in 

rooms of a students' dormitory, which must be vacated next session 

Pened a third professor, " it reported, "rooms in the Mess Hall. " 

7 "Heport of the Special Committee to visit jEM College, " House 
Journal, Twenty-Seventh Legislature, 1901, p. 395. 

The Committee felt that the library should be expanded, and it 
recommended that an appropriation of ~q~5, 000 be made for the purchase of 

books for the library. Probably realizing that appropriations for the 

library would be slow in coming, the Committee urged the Legislature to 

recommend "to the people of the State, " that they each give "a book or 

two, healthy in tone snd morals, " to the library of Texas ARM College. 

771bid. , p. 596. 
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A shortage of funds for the College and for the University of Texas 

plagued the heads of the respective institutions for years until partially 

resolved by an act of the Legislature in 1931. Although the College 
78 

cl 0 1 y, ~t f th* da ' lt 1 d M 1 
' 1 78 

~olle e of Texasy p. 82. 

was constitutionally a "technological branch" of the state university, 

it, had its own Board oi' Directors separate from the governing board of 

the University of Texas. While the University of Texas Board of Regents 

made no request for a university tax, Foster continually pressed for a 

special tax for the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas. It 

79J. L. Lane, H~i;tor of Education in Texas, p. 190. 

was not quite clear in Foster's time that, if the College were actually 

a "branch" of the university it was entitled to share in the earnings 

of the university's land endowment. This view was opposed by the 

University's Board of Regents and others for many years. Finally, in 

1931, the legislature provided a division of the income from the 

University endowment on the basis of two-thirds to the University and 

one-third to Texas AAN College. By the time the problem was resolved, 

oil discoveries on the University lands had begun to provide substantial 

royalties to enhance the endowment fund. 80 

80 
0 1 y, ~H' t f th ~kit 1 d M~hi 1 ~C*11 

&exasy p. 82. 
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Toward the end of the school year, in Yay, 1899, Governor Sayers 

invited the entire faculty and student body of the College to Austin 

for a personal visit. The trip was made on a special train of the Houston 

E: Texas Central Railroad which left College Station at noon Friday, May 

26~ 1899, and returned the following day. The student reporter wrote 

eloquently that 

the weather was most propitious, the track clear, everyone 
knew his neigh'bor, our college band was along so that with 
bunting flying, singing, joking, eating, dozing, no indecorum 
to mar our glee we reached Austin at 6 o' clock P. Y. 
The Governor 's reception from 8 to 11 o' clock that evening 
was an elegant i'unction. The youngest Cadet felt as much 
at, nome in those handsomely decorated parlors as he does in 
lb . Sbisa's mess hall. The exquisite courtesy and hospitality 
of our chief executive, his admirable lady and her coterie of 
charming attendants, will never be forgotten by the Collere 
of '99. Come over Governor, bring your lady and her suite with 
you, and we shall show you how we appreciate your kindness. 
/Only one cadet got sic' . . . Yr. Boyett should have known 
'better than to eat all that Austin candy. 

Pihs youthfuj. TspcTSK" rs081'dsd thag 'who citizens of 
Austin were extravagant in their praise oi' the gentlemanly 
behavior oi' the cadets. +The group returned the next de wiser and better men i' or having thus enjoyed themselves, 
Pd 1 *d th ~P"tt 1' . Zt ' t b * h th 
outing oi' this character has any effect upon the "cramming" 
process which precedes final examinations. 1 

81 Battalion, Yay-June~ 1899. 

The commencement ceremonies at the close of President Foster's 

first academic year at the college were impressive. Governor Joseph 

D. Sayers, with his Adjutant General, Tom Scurry, arrived and spent 

three days on the campus, devoting his attention to inspection of the 

Cadet Corps, the passing out of awards, and commencement activities. 
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Congressman Robert L, Henry of waco was a guest of the college at this 

time, and members of the Board of Directors were present. The young 

lady sponsors presented the various awards to the proper cadet, recipients. 

Sidney Heal, the Battalion recorded, was presented a medal by Miss Edna 

Foster, the company sponsor, for being the best drilled man of Company' 

«C". Company "C" also presented Miss Edna Foster with a handsome 
82 

821bid . 

little writing desk to take with her when she returned to school at 

Belton. ' 

83 Interview of 'Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil~ Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963. 

The Hon. R. E. Prince of Corsicana, delivered the commencement 

address on June 13 a little earlier than it had been originally 

scheduled to enable him to catch the north-bound train. 

He gave much good advice to the students, saying among other 
good things that labor does not need to be dignified, it is 
dignity within itself; that a man should not choose a calling 
which takes i'rom his neighbor, but, one which adds to the 
common wealth of all. He also stated that agriculture and 
mechanics are the most honorable kind of labor, and he quoted 
Gov. Joe D. Sayers as saying he had rather be a farmer than 
a one horse doctor or a lawyer. @ 

SA 'Rrasos Pilot, June 15, 1899. Clipping from Boettcher Scrap 
Book, Archives, Texas ARM University. 
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Following the conferring of degrees by the President of the Board of 

Directors, F. A. Reichardt of' Houston, Governor Sayers addressed the 

twenty-two graduates. Twenty-one students received the degree of' B. S. 
and one that of H. S. Governor Sayers congratulated them on securing 

85 

85 ~tt — tt 1» 1 ~tt-l, 1899/1, 00, p. 79. 

their diplomas which he described as "passports to the world, an 

introduction to the people among whom they shall hereafter make their 

homes. " In conclusion he advised the boys to "go home and marry as 

soon as they can make money encugh to buy good homes. " 

86 Battalion, Nay-Junep 1899, p. 54. 

The valedictorian of' the Class of l899 was F. . J. Kyle, Captain of 

Company "A", and one of the colleg@ most distinguished graduates who 

in time returned to serve on its f'acuity for many years as a teacher and 

as ~wan of the School of Agriculture. In his valedictory address, 

Cadet Kyle addressed President Foster: 

Beloved President: When I think of the wonderf'ul work you 
have already' accomplished for this college, and of the kindness 
snd symnathy you have shown us boys, it. is impossible for me to 
voice the feelings of my heart, or to tell you of the deep love 
and devotion that this band of' Texas youths bear towards you. 
You, to whom we have gone in time of trouble, and whom we have 
ever found a kind, sympathizing friend. ' Bright indeed is your 
future, as you stand at the helm of this institution and guide 
the ship of' knowledge which is to supply the demands of the 
generations yet unborn. + 
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7Ibid. , Nay-June, 18o9, p. 4. 

The Summer of 1899 brought devastating floods along the Brazos 

River bottoms causing a great deal of damage to property and heavy 

personal loss to the people of the Bryan-College Station area. The 

Brazos Improvement Committee was created, and Foster was very active in 

furthering its aims during the Summer snd early Fall. 88 

8See Chapter IX, p. 151. 

The school year of 1899-1900 opened with the usua1 two days of 

entrance examinations, starting on September 11~ 1899. The dormitories 

were again overcrowded and a few prospective qualified students had to 

be turned away. "Nisses Edna and Alma Foster left Tuesday, " commented 89 

89Brvan ~Vail ~Ea le, September 24, 1899. 

the ~Ea le, "to reenter Baylor Pemalje College at Belton. " The 

Ibid. , September 10, 1899. 

younger I'oster boys entered Texas AAN College, Henry Iveson Foster 

enrolled as a Sophomore, and the two younger boys, Jacob Lawson and Nack 

Narion, enrolled as Freshmen . Each of the boys proved to be a rather 

indifferent scholar, and gave some embarrassment to their i'ather 
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91 . . . t 8, ~ 8 1 „1 ~8„1 18, 8/189, 9 14 

Poster was again involved in various trips and visits in the 

interests o the school and community. The school year had just started 

when he made a trip to Austin, ' where he maintained close personal 92 

9 I'cid, , September 168 1899. 

relations with Governor Sayers. Indeed, he had been requested to come 

to Austin to discuss Coll. ge affairs. The Governor wrote Foster a few 

weeks later that Nr. Jameson had returned to renort that he "found 

everything in the Agricultural and Mechanical College in excellent 

condition. " Howeverp Governor Sayers took exception to a contract which 

had been awarded a member of the Board of Directors for furnishing 

certain supplies to "either the college or to the Prairie View l!ormal. 

I have forgotten which. " 

This it occurs to me +declared the Governor is a gross 
irregularity and should not be permitted. It will at least 
lese to unfavorable critizism. . . . I will be glad to see 
you in Austin the week after next as there is a matter about 
which I wish to confer with you esnecially. 93 

Josenh D. Sayers to L. L. Foster, October 28, 1899, in Joseph D. 
Sayers Papers, Texas State Archives. 

'dthat the matter was is a matter for conjecture as Sayers carefully 

destroyed all correspondence that he received from prominent persons 

because, as he once stated, 
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~Z burned every letter that ~I received from national 
leaders . . . There are advantages that the living should 
not take oi' the lives of the dead . . . Biographies are 
never accurate for even the bitterest antagonist to the 
subject never tells the whole story and how much less 
frank can the autobiographer be?94 

Quoted in sn interview by the Dallas hews, April, 26, 1925, p. 
84. 

Pr. sident Foster seems to have relegated his nolitical, Church, 

and Masonic interests to a relatively minor role while President. Yet, 

he continued to read his Bible each evening, and he remained an active 

Church member, but played a comnaratively minor role in the afi'airs of 

the Bartist State Convention. Foster seems to have become discouraged 

over the Hayden controversy that was racking the Texas Baptists at this 

time. Furthermore, his new position as leader of young men may have 

brought forcefully to his mind the need to maintain in practice a clear 

separation of Church and State, and particularly since matters were 

quite controversial at this time within the Baptist organization. 

After Foster's death the campus Chaplain, T. C. Bittle, wrote that 

Colonel Foster was a sincere Christian. He was a firm 
believer in the potency of the Bible as a guide to manly 
life, and seems to have relied more upon it than any other 
denominational creed for his Christian faith. 95 

T. C. Bittle, "In Memorium, " A and M ~Colic e Becord, p. 3, an 
unidentified magazine clipping, in I, . I. Foster Papers. 

The Foster5+ attended the Church services conducted on the cern us 

by Chaplain T. C, Bittle, Professor of Languages, and attended the Bryan 
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Baptist Church only on those occasions between semesters when services 

were not held on the Campus. On June 13~ 1900~ Foster went through the 

formality of transferring his, Mrs. Foster's, and "Jopdio'sa (Joseph L. ) 

church membership from Austin to Bryan. Edna had long since 96 

Irma Ferguson, Secretary, First Baptist Church, to Robert E. 
Byrns, Austin, Texas, May 17, 1963, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

transferred her membership to Velasco and subsequently to Bryan. he 

other children presumably belonged to the Bryan Church. The boys were 

97'» d 

Baptists like their father. 98 

98 Interview of Ro'bert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McÃeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963. 

Foster continued his membership in the Masonic Lodge at Austin and 

regularly paid his dues there. He never officially transferred to the 

Bryan Lodge although he no doubt attended their meetings and the records 

of the lodge show that the Brazos Union Lodge 1'Jo. 129 of Bryan conducted 

his funeral services when he died in December 1901. 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Wll K. Gibbs, Secretary, 
Brazos Union Lodge 129, AF and A, M. , College Station~ Texas, November 2, 
1963. 
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Ex-governor Hogg and Foster still corresoonded on occasion. In 

one instance Hogg recommended one~ M. B. Lawson, of Austin, as an 

instructor in Electrical Engineering at the Prairie View Hormal School, 

the negro college near Hemstead, which was under the same Board of h 100 

100 J. S. Hogg to L. I . oster, Yarch 8, 1899, Letter Press Po. 15i 
p. 419, Hogg Family Papers. 

Birectors as that of the Agricultural and Yechanical Co13 ege and which~ 

in turn, hcd charged Foster with the supervision of Prairie View. On 
101 

101 0 1 y, ~i:'. t f' th*~k' t . 1 . d. ' I' 1 ". *11. f 
Texas, p. 161. 

another occasion, Hogg recommended to I'oster eNr. N. P. Kelley . . . a 

contractor oi' long experience . . . for any plumbing work in and about, 

the college 102 

J'. S. Hogg to L. L. Foster, "'ovember 25, 1899, Letter Press Ão. 
16, Hogg Family Papers. 

Mhen Foster sought to get, Milliam Jennings Bryan to come to the 

Campus to speak to the students, he sought the assistance of Hogg. The 

Great Commoner had spent part of the Minter of 1898-1899 with his 

family in Texas as guests of the Hoggs. Bryan and his f'emily had 

returned again to Austin for the Minter of 1899-1900, and Foster 103 
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Cotner, James ~Ste hen ~Ho, pp, 483, 488. 

requested Hogg to extend an invitation for Bryan to visit the College. 

Hogg indicated his willingncss to do so, but informed . oster: 

from what I understand of his intentions, he would hardly 
be able to go down there earlier than some time late in 
the '. ~inter, or next Spring. It might, be best, however, i' or 
you to write him directly, and rely on me to supplement your 
invitation. lO4 

'J. S. Hogg to L. I. Foster, December 11, 1899, in Letter Press 
Ho. 16, p. 172, Hogg Family Papers. 

Foster seems to have 'been unsuccessful in his attempt to get Bryan to 

speak at the college as the newspapers of the time make no mention of 

Bryan's appearance at College Station. 

Foster avoided political activity when he became Preside;t of the 

College although he was careful to maintain contact with his political 

friends. He preferred to play the role of an observer, and concerned 

himself with politics only to the extent that by doing so he could 

benefit the College. He took no part in the "Democratic Carnival" held 

at the Dallas State Fair Grounds October 2 and 3, 1899, where not only 

eminent Texas Democrats spoke, but where such national figures as 

Oliver H. P. Belmont of Hew York, Champ Clark of Nissouri, and Milliam 

Jennings Bryan, all potential presidential candidates for 1900, also 

spoke. 105 

5 rvan ~Dail ~ga le, October 5~ 1899. 
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The Spanish-American '. 1ar and the Philippine Insurrection had the 

effect oi' diverting attention from local political issues, and with the 

upswing in farm prices after 1897~ the lot of' the farmers had begun to 

improve ano agrarian protest began to lose ground. Hany oi' the 

political battles with whicn oster had been personally involved had 

been largely resolved, as Sayers himself observed many years later 

during a reniniscent mood when discussing the afi'airs of 18o9: 

The issue of free silver had been pretty well settled by 1899 
ann 1900 and the railroads had been put under control through 
the creation of the Texas Railroad Commission, Anti-Trust Laws 
had been created and corporate wealth had been served notice 
that it, could not dominate the affairs of the state. But all 
these disturbing ouestions had reached the conclusive state by 
that, time, although the famous suit against the '~laters Pierce 
Oil Company had to be prosecuted, one of the last fights 
against entrenched wealth. 106 

84, 
106Quoted from an interview by the i3allas News, April 26, 1925, p. 

Having met with relative success in securing sufficient funds to 

enable him to start his cherished building program, Foster promptly 

got work started for the construction of a new barracks building, or 

"dormitory" as it, was termed in later and more genteel times. By 

February, 1900, the work was well under way, and it was announced in the 

Battalion that the building would be named Foster Hall upon its 

completion. 107 

7Battalion, J'anuary-February, 1900. 



Foster was det rmined to use the ', 31, 000 which had been allocated for 

a new Agricultural and Horticultural Building as frugally as possible. 

In order to save the architect's fee, Foster's building committee had 

purchased an existing set of blue prints which probably had been used 

for an identical structure located elsewhere in Texas and, after 

the contract was 1st to a Bryan firm~ Professor of ". , rawing, F. Z. 

Giesecke, »as designated as the Construction Superintendent. The extra 

duties imposed upon faculty members at times by parsimonious adminis- 

trations often taxed heavily their patience. That of Professor 

Giesecke must have worn very thin during his tenure at the College on 

account of the numerous demands made upon his time outside the class- 

room, and at length he came to regard President Foster with some of the 

aversion that the Children of Israel reserved for their Egyptian task- 
108 masters. 

108 Interview of Robert ". Byrns& , 1th ~c ". David Brooks Gofer, 
College Station, Texas, February 27, . 983. 

All b i. ding plans were drawn 'by Prof. Gieseck. e d "his 

departme:. ' — in other words, by Prof'. Gi; coke and -- Associate 

Profe-sor 

whose time is divided b-tween the departments of civil 
engineering and physics, and drawing; with this force it is 
not possible to divide the classes into sections small 
e. ou, h to insure the best instruction. 

0 ~„ t th A -' 1t 1 . Bi' ". . ' ll'. '-1 " . , 1 6/" 
18-7, 1, ~7'', '8 . 27, 
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The harrassed professor requested that an additional teacher be assigned 

to his department since the department also taught 

writing and bookkeeping, i'reehand drawing from the flat and 
solid, mechanical drawing, including projections& shades and 
shadows and perspective descriptiv~ geometry, Kinematic 
drawing, and strength of mater&als. 

The number of students enrolled in the Department of Drawing 

numbered 317. Giesecke utilized some of his better students to assist 

him and considered that the State had been saved over ~pl&000 in 

Architect's fees for ", &l+l„500 "worth of buildings. " Since Professor 

Ibid. , 1898/1899& 1899/1900, p. 29. 

Giesecke's annual salary was "2, 000 and that of his associate, A. G. 

Love, was , 600& it would appear that these servants were in truth 

worthy of their hire. 

Ibid. , p. 77. 

President Foster was not indifferent, to the fforts expended by 

his Professor of Drawing and his department and warmly commended 

Professor Giesecke in his annual report. 

It will be remem'bered that the plans for the new dormitory, 
the bachelor's hall, the cottages and for most of the repairs 
to buildings were by agreement between the Board and Prof. F. E. 
Giesecke, drawn by him, and the work oi' constructing them during 
its progress also received his careful supervision. 

' It is my 
opinion that the college has received the full value of every 
dollar spent for new construction and for repairs under this 
arrangement, and that the work done will not only stand the 
test of expert criticism as to architectural design, material 
and workmanship, but also the test of time. . . . In addition 
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to the work done here he has also drawn the nlans for the 
new dormitory at Prairie view and for remodeling and refitting 
the Kirby building at that place. &&& 

Ibid. , n. 12. 

The expediency of purchasing existing plans for the new Agriculture 

and Horticulture building removed a portion of the load from the 

Department of Drawing. Foster had authorized the purchase of the plans 

in haste the previous year in order to have a tangible plan to present 

to the State legislature. As soon as the Board of Directors had 

authorized the construction and the contractor's bid had been approved, 

Foster was embarrassed to realize that Covernor Sayers had never approved 

the plans, nor, in accordance with Texas Statutes, had the Governor 

designated the architects for the building. Foster then wrote his 

friend, Governor Sayers, and explained the situation. 

The contract for the erection of said 'building was 
awarded to Hessrs. Jenkins and . obb, of Bryan and Hearne, 
Texas, and they are ready now to begin work. Under the law 
it is necessary for you to designate H. F. Jones 8: Co. as 
Architects i' or said building, /at this point Foster wrote 
out in longhand between the tyoewritten lines "before 
construction can be proceeded with. g The Committee simnly 
purchased the plan of Yiessrs. Jonas 2: Co. and propose 
sunerintending the construction oi' the 'building through the 
agency of' a competent man to be employed for that purpose. 
Ue have such a man here who has been superintending the 
construction of the new dormitory building since the 
opening oi' the College, which prevented the Committee Ale 
Fosters Building Committege from giving daily p. rsonal 
supervision of the work. 

He desire, therefore, that you designate H. F. Jonas 
6 Co. Architects f' or the building. l 3 
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1 3L. L. Foster to Jose h D. Sayers, Uovember 21, 1899, Sayers 
Papers, Texas State Archives. 

Construction oi' the new building began immediately, and by 1901 

the structure was completed. The massive building with slate roof and 

interior rooms and partitions of solid brick construction was a campus 

landmark for years. In 1908 a fire bro!. e out at eleven o' clock at, night 

in the attic. Fortunately, the slate and brick construction kept the 

flames confined under the roof. However, t! e smoldering blaze defied 

all ei'f'orts of the Cadet Corps to extinguish it and in desperation an 

appeal for aid was sent to the Bryan . "ire Department which loaded 

sever:. 1 pieces of fire fighting equipment on a "stub train" hastily 

provided by the International L Great Uorthern Railroad. 'he Bryan 

fire fighting equipment arrived at College Station in good time 

considering the circumstances and the fire was extinguished by two 

o' clock in the morning. In 1924 the building was remodeled at a 114 

'Unidentified newspaper clipping in the I. . I . I~icinnis Collection, 
Archives, exas PLM University. 

cost of:;-„15, 0CO, and redesignated "Science Hail. v v115 

0 1Y, H~t frill 'Mt 1 8Nl h 
' ll;*ll. f1 

p. 161. 

Finally, outmoded, weakened, and badly in need of repairs, the 
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building was demolished by the Hobbs Mmolishing Company of Austin 

during the all oi' 1963. The concern bid '2, 101 for the job including 

salvage rights excluding sixty thousand of the salvaged brick which 

were r-. tained by the University for use in building a new campus home 

for its President. The passing of this well-known landmark on the 116 

~Br an Zailv v~Ra le, August 8, 1963. 116 

campus was noted by newspapers throughout Texas. The Houston Post 

observed that the 

Science Hall, built on the Texas A and l'; Campus in the 18o0's 
and the site oi' studies for thousands of Texas Aggies tnrough 
the years, will be demolished . . . Pand, unconsciously giving 
the reason, i' or tne demolishing of' the old building in the 
final paragraph, the r. ost concluded Science Hall has stood 
vacant since the occupancy of the ultra-modern Plant Sciences 
Building. The Biological Sciences Building ad1acent to old 
Science Hall uas occupied several years ago. ll~ 

Hou I on Foe t y August ll p 1963 

Cn the same day that President Poster wrote Governor Sayers about 

designating an architect for the new Agricultural and Horticultural 

building, he realized that no official architect had been designated for 

construction at Prairie View Normal School. Accordingly, he wrote the 

Governor requesting that Frofessor Giesecke be designated the architect 

for the dormitory at Prairie View since 

the Board reouested Prof. Giesecke to draw these plans as 
the appropriation ". as very small and it was necessary to 
save expenses as far as r. . ight be consistent with securing 
the best results . . . Prof. Giesecke receives nothing for 
nis services as architect. && 
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I. L. 'Foster to Jose h D. Sayers, Povem'oer 21, 1899, in Joseph 
Sayers Papers, Texas State . rchivec. 

Foster also wrote another letter to the Governor requesting that 

H. Holres, Professor of "rawing at Prairie View, be designated 

architect for twe construction of professor hr cottages at the Hormal 

School. Foster stated that the plans and specifications for these 

homes had already been drawn by Professor Holmes under the general 

supervis''on of Prof'essor Giesecke. At the end of the typewritten 

portion of the letter, Foster penned a hasty note saying, "Prof'. Holmes, 

receives nc compensation f' or his services. " 

9L. L. Foster to Joserh D. Say, rs, Hovember 21, 1899, in Joseph 
D. Sayers Papers, Texas State Archives. 

. "-or some roason Governor Sayers failed to designate Giesecke and 

Holmes as architects i' or the projects, and after Foster's death in 

Dece. . 'oer two years later President Pro gem R. H, rhitlock, found it 
necessary to request Sayers to designate the architects. whitlock 

stated that the construction at Prairie View (discussed in Foster's 

letters) had been completed in accordance with the plans drawn by 

Professor Holmes, but that no authorization could be discovered appoint, - 
ing an architect at "either AgP! or Prairie View. " phitlock then 

requested the confirmation be expedited "in order to legalize the work 

done and to pay bills. " Fhitlock ultimately received Governor 120 
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H. H. ';&. itlock to Joserh n, s vers, February 6, 1902, in Joseph 
D. Sayers Papers, Texas State Archives, 

Sayers' confirmation of Holmes and Giesecke as architects on March 12, 

1902, and thus cleared the way for payinp for the construction that had 

bean completed at both College Station and at Prairie View. 121 

" 21 Ibid. , March 13, 1902. 

During the entire period of Foster's presidency at Texas lPM he 

continued to press the State Legislature for funds. His keen knowledge 

of state politics and his insight into the legislative mind which he had 

acquired by exoerience in the L-gislature and during tw&enty-five years 

of active participation in the rough arena of Texas politics stood him 

in good stead during his encounters »1th the Legislature over College 

fiscal matters. However, Foster disliked the idea of begging for what 

he considered was legally and righti'ully due the people of Texas through 

their Agricultural College. In his first report, as President, Foster 

&&rote, 

I have stated fully the various needs of the College 
requiring the appropriation of a sum which in the 
aggregate appears rather large, but when it is rcmerbered 
that for several years past no appropriation has been 
made for permanent improvements, with the exception of 
the new Mess Hall, and that it represents the accumulated 
&&ants oi' the College during a long period, it is ot a 
large sum. In other words, divided into annual 
appropriations, the amourts for each year would 'be small. 
Such appropriations . . . should 'he far preferable and 
productive oi' better results than the same amount 
appropriated at irregular intervals with no certainty 
as to when it would be done, . . . It is distasteful to 



the members of the Faculty and Board of Directors to be 
compelled to appear before the I, cgislature and 'beg i' or an 
appropri tion with which to mai: tain the College, and about 
which there should not be a doubt. It is also distasteful 
to the Legislature to have them there. 122 

122. , t 1 th ~lt„„ 1 „d; 4 „1 ~C11 I „, 1894/ 
1896, n. 9. 

Distasteful or not, I"oster continued his fight for funds at every 

opportunity. On one occasion hearing that the House Committee on 

Finance wss me ting during the Summer, Foster made a hasty trip to 

Austin in August to appear before the Committee. 

He wanted new buildings i' or a Science Hall, chemistry, 
bacteriology and veterinary QSijc science. He also asked 
money for necessary improvements and repairs. Fe asked 
for '„'25, 000 for maintenance and support, the past appropriation 
having been ~19~500. He suggested that the ice and light plant 
be moved to Prairie View, and asked ~~2, 500 to pay for the 
moving. l2~ 

50roesbeck Jnurnal, September 12, 1901. 

President Foster wss unable to obtain sufficient appropriations for all 

of the improvements needed by the College; however, he had an ally in 

his friend Governor Sayers who pointed out to the opening session of 

the Twenty-seventh legislature on January 10, 1901, the necessity of 

adequately supporting the Agricultural and Yiechanical College of Texas, 

The institution, to be of permanent and substantial value, 
/said the Governor must necessarily be of slow growth. 
Being in its nature and purpose somewhat of an experimental 
station its office should, in a great measure, be to 
demonstrate what is best adapted, in the way of agriculture 
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and kindred industries, to the conditions that obtain in the 
state. 

This irvolves an expense, which sometimes seems unjustifiable 
and fruitless. Upon rei'lection, however, it will anpear 
otherwise, because it is often as prof'itable and necessary 
to know in advance what ought not to be dnne as to know what 
should be done. If by gradual ard steadv pace in the 
direction indicated, tho College shall finally become a great 
utility in the fields of' agriculture and mechanics the expense 
incurred in order to attain this h- gh estate will be small 
indeed, as compared with the benefits that are sure to 
follow 12A 

12A Joseph D. Sayers to the Twenty-Seventh legislature, January 10, 
1901, in Josenh 0. Sayers Paners, Texas State Archives. 

Conditions at the College were measurably improved by the 

construction of new buildings and other facilities during Foster's 

tenure. Shortly after Dr. David F. Houston had been appointed on April 

7y 1902' to the presidency of the College, after Foster ' s death, Governor 

Sayers in a routine letter recuested that President Houston provide him 

with "a full and complete statement of all nermanent improvements made 

and permanent property purchased. . . out of appropriations 

since January 1, 1899. s Since all improvements taking place in 1902 125 

1?5 
J'oseph D. Sayers to D. F. Houston, December 7, 1902, in J'oseph 

D. Sayers Papers, Texas State Archives. 

were the result of action initiated by Foster, Houston 's renly to 

Governor Sayers' rennest gives a comprehensive inventory of Foster's 

achievements and is quoted, in part: 
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Foster Hall erected in 1899 2~, 000. 00 
Brick building containing 55 rooms. Bquipped with 
electric lights ard «as ;. water supply on each i'loor 
in each division. The buiJding does not contain any 
bath rooms or water closets. 

Agricultural and Horticultural 'Bu"'lding . ";31, 000. 00 
Brickwalls . . . 28 rooms . . . slate roof . . . not 
only has electric lights, but water and water closets. 
The i'irst floor of the east wing is fitted up as a 
dairy', 

Cottages (7) ";11, 000. 00 . one a two story frame with electric lights and 
water supply . . . called Bachelor Hall — intended f' or 
instructors . . . The other six are one story frame 
cottages of five rooms each oi' . . . somewhat cheap 
design and construction, but . . . furnish fairly 
comfortable quarters for the families occurying them. 

eouipped with electric lights and a water supply. 

K. ectric Light Plant ", "7, 00m. 00 
erected 1901 . . . includes pump rooms, two offices, 

and two sleeping rooms +the source oi' current igs 
an American Ball machine, directly connected to a Stanley 
1500-light alternating current dynamo, and to a five-ton 
De La Vergne Ice Hachine . . . in a separate bvi~ ding is 
a Babcock Wilcox boiler costing "~2, 000. 00. 

Tin-roofed Chemical-Veterinary Building "o31, 000. 00 
Twenty-eight rooms . . . all improvements including water 
closets, and a ventilating system. 

/The new buildings arge of attractive design. 

Sewerage System e8, 000. 00 . not considered completely adequate . . . the main 
lines with eight inch pipes . . . the outlet about one- 
half mile southwest of the main college gate. /The 
Sewerage Systejm did not include the residence rows of 
the Campus. 

A new well +30' deep bored near the steam planet ~i2500. 00 

'26' id 

The well proved to be disappointing; although President Houston 
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cautiously remarked that the water was "different in character from 

that supplied by the old deep well" and that it could be "used in 

emergencies, " it was not potable and was abandoned a few years later. 

The new dormitory, Foster Hall, markedly reduced the perennial problem 

of overcrowding. Enrollment for the school year 1900-1901 amounted to 

46"/ students. 127 

127 'P, t . th~A'1t, 1 i "d t'1C11 f. * 
1900/1901, 190171902, p. 6. 

President Houston also noted that an additional . . 13, 700. /, 1 was 

expended for eouipment durir g Foster's presidency and of this sum the 

library received the greatest share. Two thousand seven hundred and 

fifty dollars were expended for "books in general literature, agriculture, 

horticulture, entomology, French, german, history, English, physics, 

applied science, general reference books and periodicals. " The 

Mechanical Engineering Department received ~q1, 991. 06; the Beeville 

Agriculture Sub Station C2, 548. 12; and the remaining ~q7, 324, 00 was 

expended at, the Troupe Sub Station established during the last year of 

Foster's presidency. Foster received only )4, 575 to expend on repairs 

at the college as a stop-gap expediency and his successor, President 128 

128Zpig. 

Houston, complained to the Board of Directors that there was "much 

work that needed to be done. . . . There is not a building on the 



grounds which does not need repainting, " he declared. Houston urged 

the expenditure of s', 15200& or '20, 000. . . on the college Pa js 

a downright matter of economy. " 129 

11. t f 9 d f' l. 
' . *t* ~t. 

' 't . 1 d 
Y. 0 '-' 1 ~011 f 7 . , 1900T2901, l90171902, 0. 17 

It was Foster, however, who had initiated a building program at the 

College, and who shortly before his death was gratified to see that his 

program wcs well underway. Foster had been able to secure and spend 

appropriations amounting to $1582l68. 78 i' or the improvement of the 

nhysical plant of the College and for the development and extension of 

two sub stations. 130 

3 D. F. Houston to J. D. Sayers, December 13, 1902, in Joseph D. 
Sayers Papers, Texas State Archives. 

Ytuch yet needed to be done. To the Twenty-eighth Legislature, 

which convened a year after Foster's death, Sayers again complained that 

the dormitories are heated by ordinary stoves, with wood as 
fuel; they are without bathing f'acilities and modern sanitary 
arrangements; . . . membors of the faculty are compelled to 
occupy as quarters the rooms intended and needed for other 
purposes . . . the barns, out-houses, roads, sidetfalks and 
Brains are in a dilapidated condition. 3 

3 Joseph D. Sayers to the Twenty-Eig9dth Legislature, January 96, 
1902, in Joseph D. Sayers Papers, Twas State Archives. 

Sayers, however, was quick to commend the efforts of the College faculty 



to accomplish as r. . uch as they did in spite of the limitations set by 

the lack of su ficient funds. 132 

132Ibid. 

Engrossed as Foster was with the try'ng and frustrating business 

oi' maintaining, improving~ and expanding the physical plant of the 

College with a paucity of funds where every dollar had to be coaxed 

from a Legislature reluctant to expend money from a dwindling treasury, 

he sti. ll had time to donate to the main purpose of his office — the 

welfare and education of the students. For example, San Jacinto Day, 

April 21, was celebrated with the 

usual hop given by the Foster Guards, with the additional 
attraction of a reception tendered by Col. and Yz s. L. L. 
Foster to the Corps . . . in the spacious parlors oi' the 
President's mansion, where all was made beautiful with 
flowers and bric-a-brac tastefully rranged. 

133 Pattalion, April-hfay, 1900. 

Foster had time also to attend the Junior class banquet on April 

7. 4 He remained an active member of the Athletic 

134Ib„. d 

Associati. . n, and young lady i'riends of the Cadets were frequent house 135 
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guests in the Foster home. "l. 'iss Passel, of Dallas, " reported the 

Battalion, "has been the guest of 1iiss Beta Sbisa and Col. snd fears. 

Foster for the past two weeks. " s136 

136Ibid. 

During the commencement exercises in June, 1900, at the close of 

his second year at the college, Foster followed the principal speakers, 

J, !1. Blake, and Governor Sayers, who had spoken again that year, with 

a "masterly, impromptu set of observations for the graduates. " 137 

137 Coi'er, The Second Five Administrators of Texas Ail/, p. 105. 

Foster told the young men to remember that 

The problem of ale the ages has been to keep the farmer 
on the f'arm. I studied this between the plow handles. The 
solution of the problem lies in the scientific education of 
the agricultural classes. The farmer wants to escape from the 
farm because he has followed the plow since the days of Adam 

simply as a slave follows the direction of his master, and it 
was with an ignorance of the science of his profession as dense 
as the darkness of Egypt~ which did not furnish the character 
of employment to entertain and instruct a man at the same time. 
Until he sees in the growing corn, orchards and cotton problems 
that will employ his mind as well as his hands, he will seek 
those professions where this can be found. It is not the 
wealth of a man or his calling or his occupation, but the 
proper exercise of his intellect that will make him satisfied. 
The farmer must have both physical and intellectual work, but, 
the general trend of our schools for a hundred years has been 
to educate man away from physical labor. The agricultural 
colleges are trying to teach the youth of this country that 
it is dignified to labor with their hands. A man cannot come 
to this College and tell whether a boy is worth -c50, 000 or 
5 cents. There are boys in this College who never worked a 
day in their lives before they came here, but who have yielded 
to the sentiment prevailing here that labor is proper for all. 



Teaching a boy how to follow a plow and to handle a hoe 
is not education. That can be done in any cotton field at a 
much less cost, but it is the scientific knowledge and 
instruction in the principles of agricultural chemistry and 
those t!. ings that are hi. dden from the masses of farmers in 
the bosom of nature that are revealed here, and which 
distinguish between the farmers taught here and those who 
are mere apprentices of manual labor. Manual labor is 
necessary as a part of a practical education, snd we put it 
into practice here, but it is not sufficient of itself. 

!&ithin a few miles of this place I can show you a 
graduate of this College who is a successful tiijer oi' the 
soil, and a little further I can show you a successful dairy- 
man, graduate of this institution, and so you will find them 
all over the state. In my office I can show you numerous 
applications for stoclcnen, dairymen, etc. , and on nearly 
every railroad in Texas I can show you men who are at work 
with their minds as well as their hands, who received their 
education here. Our graduates are not afraid to work. I 
hope to live to see schools of this kind the most largely 
attended of any in the Southern States. 3 

Battalion, June 1900; Gofer, The Second &ive Administrators of' 
pp. 105-1 

Professor David B. Cofer has commented that the foregc ~g is 

indicative oi' 

the sound educational policy which interested and motivated 
Colonel Foster . . . jane which attest, the type of education 
that President voster ' ished to see emphasized in this College 
and which kind of training for the life work and career of 
the individual, may be the reason for his ponularity in . he 
state and for his influence over students. -L3 ~ 

1391bsd 

It will be recalled that Blake, then living in Sherman, had been critical 

of Foster's appointment to the Presidency in 1898 before the State 
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Teachers Association in Galveston when actually, he was a friend of 

Foster~s 

Shortly before the opening of the Fall term of the school vear, 

1900-1901, a disastrous hurricane swept over the Texas coast on 

Saturday, September 8, 1900. The City of Galveston was destroyed with 

an anal ing loss of nearly seven thousand lives. The storm swept many 

miles inland, howeverJ the wind velocity w, s considerably d=':. inishedA by 

the time it reached College Station and only minor damage was inflicted 

on the fences and small frame buildings of the College. The roof of the 

mess hall received the greatest damage and required extensiv::epairs. 

140 -, -* f tl: ~L' lt 1 6! h 
' 1~C11 f T 

The storm had abated by monday, September 10, and the College opened 

the new school year as originally scheduled with the usual first two 

days being given over to entrance examinations. Regular classes 

started on Wednesday, September 12. The faculty and students of Texas 

A&I promptly collected one hundred and sixty-three dollars "rom among 

themselves, and President Foster forwarded it to Governor Sayers for 

the use of victims of the great hurricane. The Governor through his 

Secretary acknowledged the contribution from the college "for the 

benefit of the storm sufferers, " and the Secretary on behalf of the 

Governor recuested Foster to extend thanks to the faculty and students. 141 

Joseph D. Sayers to L. L. Foster, President Agricultural and 
liechsnical College of Texas, September 20, 1900~ in J'oseph D. Sayers 
Papers, Texas State Archives. 
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The harrassed Governor, with his secretary, moved a cot into his office 

in the capitol and, operating on a twenty-four hour basis, consolidated 

and directed the relief and rescue agencies for the ruined and destitute 

c ity, 

Foster continued his activities in behalf of the school. He 

attended the football games, so impo" ant to the students, the public, 

and college presidents. Baylor was played three times during the 

season. he Texas ABA boys won the initial game 6 to 0; however, 

resting on their first effort, the Farmera's lost the . 'ast two vames to 

the Baptist& oy scores of 6 to 17 and 0 to 

d even worse against the Jniversity of 

46, respectively. They 

Texas, by failing to score 

in the two game series. The Fniversity won by lopsided scores of 32 
q~p vga s~w erased. 142 to 0 and 46 to 0 ~ 3hssss MC. 

142 
George Sessions Perry, The ~tor oi' Texas A. and &. , p. 246. 

~ith the leak football season over, Foster became more actively 

concerned with other matters. The Twenty-Seventh Legislature convened 

on January 10, 1901, and during the succeeding months Foster periodically 

made tiring trips to Austin to present the financial requirements of 

the Col ege to the Legislators. 

Foster was appointed by the Governor to membership on the Texas 

State Industrial Educational Committee, because of his interest in any 

activity relating to the mission of the College, particularly in the 

areas nertaining to agriculture, industrial snd mechanical engineering. 
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He was the only college president on the Committee. The other members 

represented the interests of the Texas secondary schools. Little is 

known oi' Foster's activities as a member of the Committee. The ~Br an 

~Ea le recorded on one occasion that Foster was in Austin as a Committee 

member to help »formulate plans for the gradual introduction of manual 

training in the public schools of the stats. » Judging fror Foster's 

1A3 ' 
~Br an ~crnin ~Za le, April 17, 1901. 

reputation as a man of energy snd ambition, and also because of his 

positi&n as Pr sident of the Agricu' tural and Hechanical College, he 

was no doubt very active in the organization, and possibly even traveled 

about the state to speak to lccal groups of teachers and school 

officials on matters regarding the introduction of industrial and 

mechanical training into the secondary schools of Texas. On cne of 

these occasions he said: 

Han is an intellectual being, and any kind of labor, on 
the farm or elsewhere, that retards intellectual ;rowth, and 
is an obstacle in the way of the development of ! is higher 
faculties, wi»l sooner or later drive him away fro»: it to 
some calling which affords the mind equal opportunit!r or 
development oi' the body. 

There must be — there is — a wider range of mental effort 
open to man than that suggested by the confines of profe»sional 
life, and the key to it will be found in industrial ~ducation. 

Tnere never was a time in the history of the Agricultural 
and I~iechanical College when it could not have been improved 
and made more serviceable to the people, nor will there ever 
come such a time until growth snd advancement shall cease to 
be the law of life. lAA 

Quoted by Bittle, "In Hemorium, » A and N ~Colle e Record, p. 3, 
unidentified magazine clipping, in L. L. Foster Papers. 
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he school year of 1900-'3901 endeo with the flurry of the year-end 

three-lay graduation and commencement activities. On the evening of 

June ', 1901, N. A. Shaw of Dallas gave the principal commencement 

speech; and that night, , it was reported, 

the first A and N Commencement of the new century loated 
out upon the bosom of music to the measure of dancing feet- 

&ed ». th the dimming ' i=hts, and to the young men became 
a memory tinted with peach blow cheeks, braided with tresses 
dark or go' . , and j weled with sparking eyes. &4& 

45B~ran l~orni~ ~ale, June 12, 1901. 

The two 'Foster girls returned fro. . . Belton Baylor for the Bummer 

(1901), and renewed old friendships =nd again appeared among the 

apersonalss column of the ~L'a le, as visitors to Bryan. Accompanying 

them wss !!iss Ethel Hutson, who had attended Texas A&M College during 

the year as one of the "Campus Girls. " 146 

Ibid. , August 24, 1901. 

On the occasion oi' this the twenty-fifth commencement exercises of 

the College, Foster gave "a characteristic and forceful address of 

welcome" to the members of the Alumni at their annual gathering on the 

campus. It is not, known now on what subject Foster chose to speak, but 

perhaps 't was on the subject oi' the College library for the Alumni had 

appointed Foster a member of a committee "to provide ways and means for 

a 50, 000 volume library at the College. " Poster was an avid reader, and 
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particularly fond of history. 

147 ~Pic. , June 11-12, 1901 

In the spring of 1901 there was a discussion among the Bryan- 

College station community leaders concerning the merits of establishing 

a Brazos County fair. Foster was an enthusiastic advocate of the idea. 

He believed that a fair could be used as a medium to provide farmers 

with some knowledge of what the College was endeavoring to accomplish in 

the way oi' agricultural improvement and in better methods oi' farming. 

A mass meeting was held in Bryan on the evening of Yiay 27, 1901, for 

the purpose of considering the feasibility of organizing a county fair. 
Foster brought several faculty members to the meeting. All of them 

made speeches to the assembly. The ~m . le reported that Foster spoke 

eloquently in f'avor of the idea and pointed out the value oi' a fair in 

encouraging people to follow improved methods of agriculture by a 

display of what others had accomplished in seeking for excellence in 

agriculture and stock raising. A fair would encourage crop diversifi- 

cation and lessen dependence upon the one-crop (cotton) economy of the 

region, now suffering severely under the inroads of a new pesty the 

boll weevil, which had finally reached Central Texas. 148 

148~Br an 1~iornin &~ale, Nay 29, 1901. 

A few days after the first meeting of those inter sted in 

establ shing a fair, Foster and a majority of the College faculty each 



subscribed twenty-five dollars from their personal funds toward a 

central fund oi' , 5, 000 to help finance the i'air. ' The magnitude of 119 

'9Ibid. , June 9, 1901. 

the twenty-five dollar subscriptions is evident when consideration is 

given to the fact, that the amount represented anywhere from three to six 

days pay of the donors. Foster himself was paid slightly less than ten 

dollars a day. It »as hoped that if the fair were financially successful 

the sui scribers would be reimbursed. As evidence of good i'aith, each 

su'bscriber ultimately received a single share of the Central Texas Fair 

Association stock at a par value of twenty-five dollars. It is doubtful 

if the stock was ever redeemed at face value. Minutes oi' the grazes 

County Probate Court listed Foster's share of stock as one of his 

dubious assets after his death. 150 

Index to Probate Minutes, Brazos County, January term 1902, Fo. 
698, pp. 175-177, Brazos County Court House, Bryan, Texas. 

Foster continued to be active in the fair project during the 

Summer of 1901, and as interest in the i'air grew the initially modest 

concept oi' a courty fair expanded to include not only Brazos County 

but adjacent counties as well. Accordingly~ the name was changed to 

eThe Central Texas Fair, " and Foster was appointed honorary vice- 

president. 
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151 
~Br an ~ornin ~Ea le, July 23, 1901. 

The Pavasota Tablet acclaimed the initiative displayed by the 

leaders of Bryan and Brazos County. "Bryan is going to have a county 

fair this fall, boll weevil or no boll weevil. " The Tablet further 

commented that the subscription for the fair had reached the '", 5, 000 

mark 152 

1 52 avasota ". ablet, auoted in the ~Br an 1~&cruin ~ga l~, June 15, 

The fair was helc November 5, 6, 7, and appeared to be a success 

judging from contemporary newspaper accounts. The fair buildings were 

constructed a short distance from the Bryan city limits and special 

trains were ruc i'rom both Bryan and College Statior. to handle the 

crowds. The railroads also offered special excursion rates throughout 

Texas on all trains to Bryan. A balloonist made daily ascents to "an 

elevation of 8, 000 feet" and descended by parachute setting off dynamite 

charges as he drifted down. An "automobile race" was advertised 

although this feature seems to have failed to materialize since the 

~Ha le made no comment on the event. Governor Sayers also failed the 

committee on the opening day, and a substitute speaker, R. R. Prince of 

Corsicana, was hastily called on to make the opening address. However, 

Congressman S. 'J. T. Lanham, a hopeful candidate for the governorship, 

delivered a lengthy and eloquent speech on the second dsy of the fair 

which was carefully quoted by the L~a le. The Cadets from the Agricultural 



and Mechanical College of Temas marched in the parade on the opening 

day, and a special football game against taylor University was an 

added attraction. The Cadets »on 6 to 0, and thereby avenged a dei'eat 

ini'licted by Baylor the previous month at Vaco. 

153 vrvan ~t'arnis ~va le, 3'november 6, 1901. 



CHAE TEE XII 
DEATH CF FCSTER 

President Foster probably attended the fair in Bryan on 1'ovember 

5-7. It is doubtful that he would have missed the fair he had labored 

so diligently to promote. It is 1mown that he also attended the annual 

session of the Baptist General Convention which met in Fort "orth on 

November 8-10, immediately following the fair. If he attended the fair 1 

1 Pantist Standard, Dccemb:r 5, lo01. 

on the last day he was exposed to an intermittent rain that fell and 

curtailed the closing activities. The following day, Hovember 8, he 

was in Fort Forth in attendance at the Baptist General Convention held 

in the auditorium and gallery of the Fort 'cnorth City Hall which was 

filled to capacity with 3, 000 persons. 

The cold damp weather of the 7th and the days following, coupled 

with sitting in an overstuffed auditorium, snd with overexertion, 

presumably led to Foster developing a cold or possibly influenza, which 

eventuallv passed into pneumonia. Foster was confined to his bed. As 

President of' the College he had been under considerable strain with 

multifarious duties, including the role of treasurer and disbursing 

of'f'icer, personally handling discipline within the Cadet Corps, and 

close supervision of academic matters. 

230 
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2 ". enort oi' the Amicultural and &'echanical ~Calle e of Texas, 1900/ 
1901, 190119l902, n. 23. 

He iso acted as the nineteenth century version of press agent snd 

public rel, tions official for the College. His enthusiasm for the 

institution drove him to make numerous trips i' or the benefit of the 

school. He was constantly seeking sources oi' additional funds. Since 

the College as a land grant, institution of' the Federal Government, was 

the recipient oi' Federal funds, Foster mace several trips to tne national 

capitol on behalf of the College in an attempt to secure add"'tional 

Federal financial assistance. An Agricultural Experiment Station had 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with !!rs. T. D. HcÃeil, D lies, 
Texas, !'ay 28, 1963. 

been established at Beeville du"ing the Ross administration, and Foster 

had secured approval to establish a second station at Troup, "near the 

south line of Smith County, about fifteen miles f'rom Jacksonville and 

twenty miles from Tyler. " He was anxious that additional stations be 4 

4 "The !!ew Experiment Station, " ~ann R Panch, December ll„1901, 
quoted "oy Judge Paine L. Bush, Dallas, Texas in letter to Robert E. 
Byrns, June 21, lo63, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

started as soon as possible. 

The press of his off'icial duties, coupled with his ready eagerness 

to be involved in every community and state activity possible had 
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gradually taxed his strength. The tiring train trips with the irregular 

hours and indif=erent food all combined to uncermine his general health. 

He suf'i'ered a personal sorrow in the fall of 1901 with the death in 

Gumming, Georgia, of ~is brother, Henry Iveson Foster. This loss left . 5 

Clipping from unidentified Georgia newspaper, probably the", orth 
G~eor ia "=artist, in I, . I. Foster Papers. 

only one half brother, Charlie Collins I'oster, as the last surviving 
6 member of Foster's immediate family. 

6 Family Record of Joseph D. Foster, Pdategd Bec 10th, 1892. This 
is an unsigned three-pape typed ms. on letterhead paper of the office 
of' Railroad Commissioner oi' Texas, in I. I, . I'ester Papers. 

The ailing president recovered to a limited extent from the attack 

of pneumonia, but he remained in a generally weakened condition and 

i'eared that he might be contracting tuberculosis. Laura Foster became 

alarmed and determined to take her husband away from the raw damp 

Hovember air oi' College Station which permeated by the acrid woodsmoke 

from the many chimneys made respiratory ailments on the campus almost 

an occupations. l disease. The recently developed spa at Mineral Hells, 

Texas, west of Fortorth, was growing in popularity among Texans. The 

dryer climate and the mineral waters, together with a period of rest, at 

the new Hexagon House Hotel she thought would perhaps be beneficial to 

the weakened president of Texas A&M College. May Agama was back in 

school at Belton; Edna had decided to remain at College Station this 
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year; and the younger Foster boys were back in the Cadet Corps with 

dna to look out for them on occasions. Therefore, the parents felt no 

uneasiness about leaving the children; so the President, and Laura went 

to Mineral Hells for about ten days. 

President roster benefitted from the rest. After about ten days, 

it was decided to return to College Station in two easy stages . The 

first night the President and his wife spent in Dallas at the St. George 

Hotel. They arrived in Dallas on Hcvember 26, and prepared to start 

the trair. trip to College Station the following morning, however, 

Foster felt considerably weaker snd appeared vaguely indisposed. He 

decided to remain in Dallas while Laura returned to College Station to 

see about the children and household affairs. 

After the departure of his wife, Foster's condition 'became worse, 

and he went to bed in his hotel room at the St. George. Foster had 

many Masonic, Baptist, and political friends in Dallas who, learning 

of his serious indisposition, notified the family in College Station. 

It was then determined that the oldest son, Joseph Lumpkin, now twenty- 

four years of age, should go to Dallas to attend his ailing father. A 

special nurse was engaged and within the next several days Foster's 

condition seemed to improve to the extent that on Sunday, December 1 

the nurse was dismissed and he was permitted to have visitors. One of 

his former students and favorites, Hal Mo)ely, Captain of the 1898 

football team visited his friend late Sunday, December 1. Other former 

students, like Thomas Griffiths and Robert Reardon, called to aid in 

caring for their beloved President. 
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7, l3alIas ~Yorni~ &'ebs, December 3, 1901; Interview of Robert E. Byrns with David Brooks Gofer, College Station, February 27, 1963. 

As Ho ely rose to go, Foster declared, "I am getting along splendidly. 

It will be only a day or two before I shall be out again. " 8 

8 San Antonio caress, December 2, 1901, 

Foster and his son retired to the same room that evening and both 

slept until two o' clock the next morning when Joseph L. was aroused by 

his father. The sick man felt worse, and requested his son to get him 

a milk punch, which young Foster proceeded to do. The father seemed 

much relieved after drinking the milk punch, and both father and son 

again went to sleep. Two hours later, the son was awakened once more 

by his father gasping for breath. The young man hastened out to find a 

doctor, but none could be found at that hour; and, leaving word of the 

urgency oi' the moment with the night clerk on duty at the hotel desk~ 

young Foster hurried back to his father. Lafayette Lumpkin Foster 

never regained consciousness, and died in his sons arms shortly after 

four o' clock on the morning of December 2, 1901. A few hours later 

representatives of the Dallas Nasons escorted the remains from 

"Loudermilks Undertaking establishment" where the deceased had been 

moved, to the train for shipment to Bryan. The Times Herald listed the 

Easonic detail as: Stanley' Crabb, E. H. Kahn, V. 0 ~ Armistead, W. C. 

Kimbrough, W. H. Gaston~ Dr. A. AD Johnston~ Ih' ~ A. F. Bedoe, Sterling 
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Price, L. A. Daffan~ Ceneral W. L. Cabell, Prof. Z. I. . Long, T. W, 

Griffiths. 

9Da33. as ~3ai3 Times Herald, December 2, lo01. 

The news of President Foster's dearth spread rapidly throughout 

Texas. Few persons knew that, he had been ill, and the news of his 

death came suddenly and unexpectedly. The exact cause was never 

determined. Complications from pneumonia may have been the contributing 

cause. Some individuals have thought that he sufi'ered a cerebral 
10 

hemorrhage. 

Interview of Robert E, Byrns with Nrs. T. D. Ncgeil, Dallas, 
Texas, Nay 28, 1963. 

The sudden snd unexpected death of President 'Foster shocked the 

Bryan and College Station communities. The ~Za le gave a moving account 

of the receipt of the news of Foster's death. 

The people of Bryan and College Station were shocked 
and grieved beyond expression yesterday morning by the news 
of the death of Col. I, . L. Foster, President oi' the Agricultural 
and Yechani. cal College, at Dallas. The first intelligence was 
conv yed to this city in a telephone message to Yc'. Cliff A. 
Adams, and rapidly passed from lip to lip, falling upon 
unwilling and a3most incredulous ears. But, alas, it proved 
to be true. Col. Foster had been in ill health for some time 
and had visited Nineral Wells in the hope of recuperating, 
and while his condition was known to be serious by some, his 
death was not anticipated at this time and came as a sudden 
and severe shock to the family and friends. ll 

~Br an ~Jee13. ~ga le, December 5, 1901. 
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Joseph L. ;oster accompanied the body of his father to College 

Station, and as the train stopped at Calvert, forty miles north of 

Bryan, he wes joined by General H. B. Stoddard and H. H. Csvitt of 

Bryan. The two prominent citizens had taken an early train to Calvert 

for the purpose of escorting the body the remainder of the distance to 

College Station. 

At Bryan another delegation composed of local citizens and faculty 

members boarded the train for the short trip to College Station where 

the casket was removed from the baggage car snd escorted to the campus 

home of the deceased President. A cadet honor guard stood watch 

throughout the night, The i'uneral was scheduled for three o' clock in 

the afternoon of December 3, lo01 ~ 
12 

"Funeral Hotice " in L, I. . oster Papers. 

At the appointed time Foster's remains were carried by the elite 

Foster Guards, and escorted by the band, were followed by a long 

procession to the Assembly Hall which served as a chapel. The national 

colors, flown at half-mast, fluttered slightly in the breeze oi' the 

gloomy, somber December afternoon as the procession led by the cadets 

marching to the slow cadence of the funeral march covered the two 

blocks from the president's home to the Assembly Hall. 

The casket was placed upon the stage which had been i'estooned 

with Spanish moss gathered from the campus oaks and interspersed with 

hot house roses. Potted palms placed about the stage completed the 

floral ar"angements. 3 
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13 
Photograph of Foster's casket, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

The ~Za le described the casket as %earing many beautiful floral 

tributes. 

plants " 4 

The rostrum . . . was banked with flowers and pot 

14Prvan ~eel. ~Ea le, December 5, 1901. 

Dr. Thomas Chalmers Bittle, Proi'essor of Languages and College 

Chaplain, delivered the eulogy customary on such occasions. 

A vast and sorrowful assemblage, filling the entire 
building, listened attentively to the service which was 
opened with prayer. The choir sang a hymn and 'Dr. Bittle 
delivered a brief' and eloquent eulogy on the life and character 
of Col. Fost. r and his devotion to duty, in which he spared 
neither his health or personal comfort, his fixed policy being 
to leave nothing to be done by others when he thought it should 
have his personal attention. 

A solo by Yn s. J. webb Howell, "Lead, Findly Light, " was 
beautii'ully rendered after which '3r. A~'. Cj Friley pastor, 
Fir, t Baptist Church in Bryan read the last chapter oi' 
Bevelations, offered a prayer and delivered a brief' discourse, 
alluding to the Christian character of the deceased. His 
remarks were chiefly based upon the possibilities of faith, 
wh'ch enable men and women to rise above the trials and 
ai'flictions oi' earth. 

The further ceremonies were conducted by the Masons under 
the direction of Gen. H. B. Stoddard. The procession was 
formed and moved to the site selected for the College cemetery, 
on an elevation a short distance southeast of the campus. 
There a thousand people, state officials, members of the 
faculty, College officers, students and citizens of Bryan, 
College and other points, gathered about the solitary srave 
and witnessed the sacred and solemn rites oi' Masonic burial, 
Gov. Joseph D. Sayers~ Past Grand Master of Yaso"s~ officiating. 
Heverently the words of ritual fell from the speaker 's lips, 
and as the sun slowly sank into the haze of the bleak December 
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the last words of the final prayer died away, the earth was 
heaped upo". the coffin and all that was mortal of a great 
and good man was lei't to rest in peace. 15 

15Ihid. 

The funeral was attended by many prominent Texans. Present 

besides Governor Sayers, Comptroller R. M. Love, and Jefferson Johnson, 

from Austin, were Dr. Oscar H. Cooper, President oi' Baylor University; 

President M. A. ZIilson of Baylor Female College at Belton; John M. 

Ackerman and Mrs. Ackerman oi' WavasotaI John T. Garret of Calvert; and 

J. P. Palms of Hearne. The Board of Iirectors attended in a body. 

The Masonic Services were conducted by the Brazos Union Lodge 129 under 

the supervision of General Stoddard of Bryan. General Stoddar+ was 

161' id. 

one of the most influential men in Erazos County. He had at, one time 

been adjutant General of the state, and had risen in later life to high 

rank in the Masonic Order and had become Grand Commander oi' the KnightS 

Templars of the United States. 

TInterview of Robert Z. Byrns with Mill K. Gibbs, Brazos Union 
Lodge I'~o. 129~ College Station, Hovember 2, 1963, 

The remains of President Foster were interred at a site a quarter 

of a mile southeast of the small cluster of buildings which constituted 
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the College campus in the first years -f the twerttieth century. The 

Col)ege cemetery was located in the sheep pasture, in what is now the 18 

18 Intcmiew of Robert E. Byrns with Jtavid Brooks Gofer, College 
Station, Texas, February 273 1963. 

dormitory area served by Duncan N ss Hall, and was of necessity selected 

with some haste. 

It has been purposed Psigc to establish a College cemetery for 
some time and yesterday, from sod necessity, the grounds were 
laid off and prepared. Since he is dead and can no longer 
guide the destinies of that great institution with a master 
hand, it is indeed fitting that his remains should repose in 
the soil he loved, while the memory of his noble and useful 
lii'e will be a greater icspiration to the thousands oi' young 
men who will hereafter tread the college halls. 19 

19 Prvan ~&'eekl ~Ea le, December 5, 1901. 

v~ressions of sympathy and condolence were extended to the 

'bereaved family from throughout Texas. The faculty of the University 

oi' Texas extended official condolences, and sent their sympathies to 

the family and to the faculty of the Agricultural and Mechanical College 

of Texas. 

In the death gf President Foster, /declared the University of 
Texas faculty/, the educational interests oi' Texas have lost 
a strong and energetic champion, and the state itself a loyal 
citizen and a capable leader of men. 2C 

~tl 
' ttt t7 7 3 d, 17 (J&y 1902), y. 337. 



Foster's old friend, ex-governor Hogg, was not at the funeral. 

Profiting from the Spindletop oil boom near Beaumont~ Hogg was busy with 

his interests in the Hogg-Swayne Oil Syndicate and appears to have been 

enroute to Few York at the time of Foster's death. 21 

Cotner, James Stechen ~wo , p. 533. 

The editor of the Farm and inch, Col. Frank P. Holland, at first 
lukewarm towards Foster's appointment to the presidency of the follege 

in 1898, regretted the loss of such a man to Texas, and considered his 

death to be 

a calamity to the College over w!!ich he rresided so acceptably. 
As President . . . gee was rapidly inspiring confidence 

in the institution, enlarging its usefulne. -s, and exalting its 
character . . . Col. Foster was a man of great administrative 
ability, of high moral character, thoroughly in sympathy with 
the agricultural interests oi' the state, and actively engaged 
in every movement for the benefit of farmers. It will require 
all the wisdom the Board of Directors can command to supply 
his place in the college . . . As a man, Col. Foster was 
plain, unassuming, social and personally popular. 22 

2Col. Frank P. Holland, "Death of Col. Foster " Farm and Finch, 
December 7, 1901, quoted by Paine L. Bush to Col. Robert E. Byrns, 
June 21, 1963, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

The Coll . ge Chaplain, Dr. Bittle, who had delivered the eulogy 

at the funeral services, later wrote a moving obituary for his departed 

friend. He felt that President Foster left behind him an enviable 

moral legacy which was the measure of h!s true worth to the world. 



Deck of the car, . ~us on a little rise, now set apart 
as the College cemetery, we deposited the other week the 
remains of a man whose wealth consisted not in what he had 
accumulated but what he has done for his fellow men 
the most important feature in a college president's duty 
is the influence he exerts upon the youth in his charge. 
Colonel Foster was the boy's friend. Ho was ever on the 
alert to obtain them favors, and was always ready to 
supervise personally snd maintain their rights . . . &3 

23Bittle, "In Nemorium, s A and Y ~Colle e Record, in L. L. Foster 
Papers. 

The Colic re faculty and the Board of Directors through appropriate 

resolutions, expressed their regrets and sympathy to the Foster family. + 

24 
A and Yi ~Colle e Record, in I, . I. Foster Papers. 

Jefferson Johnson and John ". Kokernot, the two members of the Board of 

Directors appointed to draft the resolution, gave special recognition 

to Foster's relations with Prairie View Normal School. 

Nis relations with the Prairie View Normal . . . evinced 
a strong disposition on his part to the upbuilding of the 
colored race and the betterment of their mental snd moral 
condition. Nhat he has accomplished in this direction is 
now a part of the history of the Prairie View Normal . 

25 Jefferson Johnson and John H. Kokernot, typewritten carbon copy 
of undated Resolution in L. I. Foster Papers. 

The Board concluded, in its resolutions, to leave upon the records of 

the college a statement 
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showing our love and appreciation of President Foster as 
a man, a citizen and a public official, believing that his 
meri. ts will give him an honorable place in the hi. story of' 
his state. 26 

261bid 

Throughout all Texas Baptist/ leaders mourned the loss of one of 

their most prominent layman. The editor of the ~Ba tist Standard, 

oi'ficial newspaper of the Baptist General Convention, declared that 

In many respects President Foster had no sunerior in our 
denomination. He was a man of great self-poise of character. 

The writer of these lines had known President Foster 
i' or almost twenty years. Only the other day at Fort '!orth 
while in attendance on the State convention it was our 
pleasure to be thrown much with this distinguished brother. 
In a conversation there we both recalled our experiences 
in county journalism in the years gone by, when President 
Foster wns editor of the Limestone Hew Era at Groesbeck, 
and t' he editor of the Standard was publishing the Advance 
at G-tesville, Texas. + 

27 Bantist Standard, Dallas, Texas, December 5, 1901 ' 

The contentious Dr . S. A. Hayden of the dissident group of Texas 

Baptists expressed regret over the death of Foster. Writing in his 

rival newspaper, the Texas ~Ba tist Perald, he said: 

The denomination will be surprised and grieved to learn 
that Col. L. L. Foster, President of the Agricultural and 
Hechanical College suddenly and unexpectedly died at the 
St. George Hotel, Dallas last monday morning at 4:3Q. 
A. 'ayden then i'ollowed the announcement with a lengthy 
'biography of' Foster and concluded He was a man of untiring 
energy', excellent administrative ability active industry 
and a genius for close application . . . He was an 
incorruptible politician, whose management, courled with 
a large popularity registered his name in every office he 
sought and made him a valuable ally and leader in every 
campaign 
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Texas B~a tist Herald, December 5, 1901. 

Feither did the death of Foster pass unnoticed among the Baptists 

of his native state of Georgia. The, 'orth ~Geor ia ~Ba tist announced 

Foster's death and followed it a week later with a brief but interesting 

obituary, in which Foster was referred to as Lumpkin Lafayette Foster. 

The announcement last week in the North Georgia Baptist 
of the sudden death of Hon. I, . L. Foster at Dallas, Tex. was, 
indeed, shocking, coming as it did so closely after the death 
oi' his brother, H. I. Foster, of Gumming. Bro, Foster had a 
remarkable career, like governor Brown, of Georgia, he was 
always successful in all his undertakin~gs and like him again he 
left the mountains of Georgia when a boy and sought his fortune 
in the west. +Governor Brown was the noted Civil "ar Governor 
of Georgia+ Again like him after he had accumulated prop rty 
and had many positions of fame and honor, he still remembered 
from »hence they came and never i'argot 'the giver of all pood 
gifts. ' As our relations with him were remarkable we feel 
disposed to write of some things connected with hi. s history. 

Lumpkin Lafayette Foster was born near Gumming, Forsyth 
County, Ga. , Nov. 30th, 1852, died at Dallas, Texas Dec 2, 1901~ 
aged A9 years and two days. &!hen brother Foster was about ten 
years of age his father, Capt. J. D. Foster, volunteered in the 
service of his country in the preat Civil Mar and was promoted 
Captain of Company "Es 22nd Georgia Regiment. Lumpkin, with a 
younger brother and sister, were at, this time (1861) left with 
their grandmother, Mrs. Nary Foster, who lived one mile south 
of Gumming. Our knowledge of him commenced here and we often 
met him at Gumming. +The remainder of the clipping has been 

loathe 

29 
Clipping from an unidentified Georgia newspaper — probably from 

the North ~G~or ia ~Ba tist, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

The above quotation provides a basis for assuming that Foster maintained 

relatively close connections with his Georgia relatives and boyhood 

friends; he certainly must have been well known there. 
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Edna Fost . r, acting as spokesman for the family and in accordance 

with custom, expressed thanks from the i'emily through the columns of 

the press 

I desire to express through the columns of your pap-r 
the sincere appreciation my mother, sister and brothers feel 
towards all our friends for the sympathies expressed and 
courtesies extended us during our late bereavement. 

Sincerely, 
EDHA EARL FOSTER3 

A and H ~Colic e Record, an unidentii'ied magazine clipping, in 
L. L. Foster Papers. 

President Foster died intestate leaving a modest estate oi' which 

his political colleague and friend, J. 'L Blake of Sherman, Texas was 

appointed administrator by the Brazos County Probate Court. 'The estate 

which has been discussed at length in Chapter VII was relatively modest, 

but was sufficient for the immediate wants oi' I"oster's family. As the 

children 'became of age they received the residue of the estate 

remaining at the time, and by June ll, 1906, the liquid assets had been 

nearly closed out through various disbursements to creditors and to the 

children, Strangely enough the 1906 entry in the records of Brazos 

County was the last until June 26, 1917, when a notation was made 

reouesting a court order for the discharge of J. V. Blake as administrator 

and reouesting that the remainder of the estate be awarded one half to 

Hrs. L. L. Foster and the other half to the six surviving children. 

The estate by 1917 consisted of ten acres of land in Hardin County 

and a number of miscellaneous shares of speculative stock presumed to 

be worthless. The minutes of the 1917 transaction quote Blake as 
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stating that "the failure to close the estate has been merely an 

oversight~ and should have been closed many years since and what is 
remaining of the property of said estate should be delivered to those 

entitled to it. " 

31 Index to Probate Minutes Brazos County, No. 698, p. 160M. 

After the i'irst shock of their father's sudden and unexpected 

death had abated, the Foster family made preparations to move to 

Houston. The oldest son~ Joseph Lumpkin Foster~ had been working for 

several years, and the second son, Halter Drew~ determined to do like- 

wise. He withdrew from school upon completion of the short course in 

Horticulture in which he had enrolled, on March 17, 1902, and went. to 32 

32 -~Twent -Fifth Annual Catalo e Session, 1900/1901, p. A2; Ibid. , 
~Twent -Sixth Session, 1901 1902, p. 19; Records, Associati. on oi' Former 
Students sA&M College, Memorial Student Cautery Texas A&M University. 

work for the Houston & Texas Central Railroad at College Station. He 

had previously worked for the railroad at intermittent intervals prior 

to his father 's death. Initially, he was employed as a clerk and 

telegrapher. He also served as telegrapher and local representative 

for the Mestern Union Telegraph Company. 

Halt, r D. never married, but proved to he the mainstay of the family 

after Edna's death. Later settling in Dallas, he continued working for 

the railroad and died on March 2, 1952, at the age of seventy-two. . 33 
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3 Interview of' Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McHeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28~ 1963; Death Certificate State File Ho, 1285'» Bureau 
of Vital Statistics, Texas Department of Health, Austin, Texas. 

The oldest of Foster's sons, Joseph L. later married, but left no 

children. He too~ eventually found employment in Dallas~ where he was 

still living at the time of his death on April 20~ 1928~ at fifty-one 

years of age. 34 

41nterview of Robert E. Byrns with Yrs. T. D. McÃeil, Dallas 
Texas, May 28, 1963; Death C:, rtii'icate State File »o. 15784~ Bureau 
of Vital Statistics, Texas Department of Health, Austin, Texas. 

Henry Iveson Foster, who was twenty years old~ at, the time of 

Foster's death, remained in school as an elective student, 35 and 

* t -T~h iI 1 ~Ct 1 S 1900/1901 p. 16. 

afterwards moved to Houston with the family. He remained in Houston 

and worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad until his death at the 

relatively young age of thirty-eight years on January 3, 1920, 36 

36 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28, 1963; M. F. Hutson, Austin, Texas, to' Robert E. Byrns, 
February 28, 1963. 

Jacob Lawson who was nineteen and Mack Marion, nearly eighteen, 

dropped out of school upon their father's death. Both ultimately 
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settled in San Antonio where Sacob Iawson Foster died in his seventy- 

seventh year on September 13, 1959. He was the only one of the 38 

38 Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. Mcweil, Dallas, 
Texas, Hay 28, 1963; Death Certificate State File no. 48145, Bureau of 
Vital Statistics, Texas Department of Health, Austin, Texas. 

Foster sons to have children. His younger brother, Mack Yarion, died 

in September 19, 1928 at the age of forty-four. 

9Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Yrs. . . D. Mcreil, Dallas, 
Texas, May 28~ lo63. 

After the move to Houston, Edna was determined that her younger 

sister, May Alma, who was then fifteen, should return to school. 

Accordingly, Foster's youngest daughter continued her education. She 

enrolled at Kidd-Key College in Sherman, later termed North Texas 

College, and continued the study of music. About 1905, Edna Foster, 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with Mrs. T. D. McNeil, Dallas, 40 

exes, May 28~ 1963. Index to Probate Minutes Brazos County No. 699~ 
pp. 266-267 0. County records reveal various disbursements by the 
administrator to May Alma Foster at North Texas College for "Board, 
Tuition, S-wing, Yusic, and Hniform allowance" until 1906. 

her mother and her brother, Walter Drew, moved to Dallas. Edna died 



of' appendicitis in 1909 or 1910. She never married. Laura Pender 

Poster survived her husband, the President of the Agricultural and 

Mechanical College of Texas, by twenty-eight years, dying in Dallas on 

May 27, 1929, and is buried in that city, 

Interview of Robert E. 13yrns with Yrs. T. D. Mcdeil, Dallas, 
Texas, Mav 28~ 1963. 

May Alma . oster (now Mrs. T. D. Mclieil) oi' Dallas~ is the only 

surviving child of Lafayette I. umpkin Foster. Interestingly enough her 

only son, T. D. Mc"eil, who attended the Agricultural and Mechanical 

College oi' Texas i' or two years during the period 1929-1930 and 1930- 

1931, is employed by the Dallas Times emerald, the modern version of 

tne old '3allas newspaper that his grandfather Foster and Charles E. 

Gilbert nublished in 1885. 4 

421bid. 

The administration of L. L. Foster is chiefly remembered as that 

neriod in which the small struggling College started to accelerate in 

growth towards the nationally respected institution of today — the Texas 

AEYi University. Foster 's brief three year tenure as President was 

marked not only by his efforts to improve the physical plant of the 

Col)ape, but also by his efforts to expand the agricultural extension 

services activities of the i~stitution, and to secure Federal snd State 

reco;--, . ition and support for arricultural and industrial education in the 
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secondary schools of the states. His patience, perserverance, insight, 

and political acumen gained through twenty-five years of association 

with the rough and, tumble methods of' Texas politics enabled him to 

deal fairly with individuals from all walks oi' lii'e to the benefit of 
the College and to his own credit. 

The Texas A&M University has long since outgrown the buildings and 

campus of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of the turn of the 

century. The pride of the campus of 1901 was Foster's Agricultural 

Building which outlasted all other construction of his era, but it too 

fell to the wrecking hammers in 1963. In a poetical as well as 

4 B~ran ~Dail ~Ea le, September 9, 1963. 

practical sense it is appropriate that the salvaged brick from the 

building should be utilized in the construction of a new campus 

residence for future presidents of Texas KM University. 

Pith the headlong rush into the twentieth century, Lafayette 

Lumnkin Foster was soon forgotten — even his given names were in doubt 

and few persons knew what "L. L. " represented. Foster was not 

Interview of Robert E. Byrns with David Brooks Gofer, College 
Station~ February 27~ 1963 

mentioned in the two hundred and sixty four page annual report, of his 

beloved Baptist General Convention for 1902~ the year after his death, 

nor was it remembered to include him with the other five eminent 
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Baptists who had died during the year precep6ing the report and were 

accorded the customary extensive full page eulogy. Thirty-five years 

"~pd f th ~Ffft -P th An 1 s, x a th B t1 t 
General Convention, Naco, Texas, November 7-10~ 1902. 

were to pass before he received a measure of tardy recognition from the 

Baptist Church. However, the recollection of their beloved president 46 

4 Executive Board, Baptist General Convention of Texas, "The 
Laymen and Their Nark, " Centennial ~Stor of Texas ~Ba tist, p. 258. 

remained long in the memories of his students. Three years after his 

death the first edition of the ~Lou Horn was dedicated to the memory of 

President Foster 

To 
The memory of the late 

COLOPMs L. L. FOSTER 
11hose untiring efforts and deep integrity 

During his three years as President of the College 
Contributed so much toward its advance- 

ment, this Volume is humbly 
Dedicated by the Class 

of 190347 

47~Lou Horn, Texas Ah'X College~ 1903. 

The College itself was derelict in preserving the memory of the 

former president. Except for a brief mention in Ousley's history 

published in 1915, it remained for Professor David Brooks Gofer'. 48 
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ly, |~lit 8th rsr' lt . l~d|'. h 
' 1~11 * 

&exes, p. 62. 

of the English Department of ths College to assemble the first 
biographical sketch of Foster in his story of The Second Five Adminis- 

trators oi' Taxes APN ~Coils . e, 1890-1905 ' 
The grave of Lafayette Lumpkin Foster, in the little cemetery in 

the south sheep pasture, was ultimately marked by a dreary monument 

made of round pebbles imbedded in a concrete matrix and perpetuating 

an error in his birth date. A few other burials were made at various 

times in this cemetery, but interest in developing the grounds 

languished. In 1928 the President of the College wrote Foster's widowr 

he College as an institution has undertaken to keep this 
small burial place in the 'best condition it can, and I am 
happy to report to you that former officers of the institution 
have had your husband% grave marked with a permanent marker. 
ffe shall continue to look after the burial spot, of your 
distinguished husband. 49 

49T. 0. &Jalton to Mrs. L. L. Foster, Office of the President, 
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, College Station, Texas, 
August 1, 1928, in L. L. Foster Papers. 

In 1939-1940 because of the expanding campus and ne"r construction 

the cemetery, which had only eleven interments by this time, was moved 

across the main highway and on the other side oi' the railroad tracks 

west of the campus, A new building known as Duncan Me, -s Mall rras 

built on the former site of the cemetery. The new site of the cer. . etery 

was considered appropriate at the time (1939-40) as the campus faced 
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the two railroad stations and the main highway to the west, A broad 

drive extended from the Academic Building down to the railroad and the 

parallel highway. The ensuing years saw the closing of two railroad 
stations when passenger service was discontinued and, in time, the 

highway became of minor importance when the state constructed a new 

four-lane highway east of the campus. The construction of the A&M 

system's Administration Building and the magnificent "East Gate" 

entrance to the Campus leading to the imposing new building caused 

the college to be reoriented in the opposite direction from Nest to 
East. Today the cemetery lies forgotten alongside of the graveled road 

that leads to the college dumping grounds. 

Foster Hall was razed in 1951, and now only a short street bearing 

the name of Foster Avenue, three blocks in length, commemorates the 

memory of President L. L. Foster. 

ln spite of the absence of physical monuments of stone, which are 

often of a transitory nature, Foster's position in Texas history seems 

to be ascending end his name, forgotten for over sixty years, recure 

with increasing frequency as historians continue to investigate and 

record the events of the last quarter of Nineteenth Century of Texas 

history. L. L. Foster, self sufficient, self educated, and universally 

respected was an intimate friend of the leading historical figures of 

his time, and is to be ranked among such public i'igures as Judge John H. 

Reagan, Edward M. House, Lawrence Sullivan Ross, James Stephen Ho~g, and 

J'oseph Draper Sayers. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SK"TCH 

The writer was born in Belfield, Stark County, Jlorth Dakota, January 

14, 1910, the eldest oi' three sons of 'falter Herbert and Dorothy Ann 

(Neier) oyrns. His fath"r was a railroad telegrapher and station agent; 

and, consequently, it was necessary for the f'emily to move i'rom one 

place to another throughout the l1estern nortion of the United States 

during the writer 's boyhood. 

he writer graduated from the Longmont Colorado High School in 1928, 

althou=-n he had attended in Albuqucroue, Yew Yiexico, high school for three 

years nreviously. Following graduation from Colorado State College, at 

Greeley, in 1933 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Bnglish, he taught 

public school for two years in Colorado and then entered the United 

States Civilian Conservation Corps, in Colorado, where he served four 

year as a comnany grade officer and educational advisor. In 1936, upon 

the ' asia of six years previous enlisted service with the Colorado 

ational Guard he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant, Ini'antry Reserve. 

In 19AO he volunteered for exte:ded active duty in the United States 

Army, and was ordered to join the Second Armored Division a* Fort 

Benni. g, Georgia. His Horld ', Jar II service was initially spent training 

with rmor units at Fort Knox, Kentucky, and during the final fourteen 

months of' the war, the writer was a battalion executive officer and later 

Commander of an armored amphibious b, ttalion in the Southwest Pacific 

Theater. 

ntegrated into the Regular Army ollowing the war, the author has 
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served as an instructor at the pnited States Army Armor Schnol; been 

chief of an Armor Test Group in Alaska; a member of the General Staff 

oi' the Continental Army Command at mort ". onroe, Virginia; been a member 

of the Military Assistance Advisory Crouu to 'denmark in 1955-58; and has 

served as an Associate Prof'eo'or of Military Science at the Agricultural 

and Mechanical College of Texas, which has been nis last duty assignment 

prior to retirement for service in March 1963, with rank oi' I, ieutenant 

Colonel. He is a graduate of the Advance Course of' the Armor School at 

Fort Knox, Kentucky, and of the Logistics Course of the Air Command snd 

Staff School, Maxwell Field, Alabama. 

In 19$, he married the former Lily Frederiksen oi' Mead, Colorado. 

They have two children: Robert Eugene, Jr. , and Stephen Thomas Byrns. 

Permanent Address: 4G4 Timber Stre=t 
College Station, Texas 

Typist: Mrs. l1iley !1. Bell 




