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Philip West. Henry Vaughan'’s Silex Scintillans: Scripture Uses. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2001. xii + 271 pp. $70.00. Review by
ALAN RUDRUM, SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY.

Henry Vaughan’s verse is saturated in biblical reference, and it
may seem odd that a book-length study has not appeared before
now. Until 1976, Vaughan’s editors appeared to think that readers
would catch such references for themselves. Even had that been
true, to notice a reference does not dispose of questions of mterpre-
tation. Certainly, the appearance in 1985 of Chana Bloch's Spell-
g the Word: George Herbert and the Bible might have suggested the
need for a similar attack on Vaughan. How many, one wonders,
have set out only to be repulsed by the dragon Difficulty? Two
British dissertations to my knowledge were never completed, and
probably others elsewhere. Philip West’s book is then to be wel-
comed; it appears at a good moment for Vaughan studies, stimu-
lated as they have been in the past few years by the scholarly
contributions to Scinizlla. 1 shall be recording some disagreements,
but my overall impression is easy to summarize: this is a welcome,
stimulating, and very intelligent contribution to the discussion of
Vaughan’s work.

A section which should generate ongoing discussion is the sec-
ond chapter, “Patriarchs and Pilgrims.” It opens with a reminder
of Sir Robert Filmer’s argument “that royal power was absolute—
given directly by God, and placing the monarch above earthly
laws—and moreover patriarchal, like a father's power over his fam-
ily” (23). West points out, m reference to “The Constellation,” that
Vaughan was “thinking patriarchally when he saw the execution
of Charles I as an almost Oedipal monstrosity,” and argues that
Vaughan’s writings “deploy patriarchal figures m a far more po-
litically nuanced fashion than his modern readers have realized”
(25). Without question, West has given more thought to Vaughan’s
meditation on the patriarchs than previous critics, and the result-
mng discussion is of great interest, though i some instances his
revisionist conclusions may be overstated. He poits out that in
The Mount of Olrves (1652) and in the 1655 Silex Scintillans,
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“Vaughan draws on the Protestant view that Jacob 1s a type of the
mvisible church of the elect, forced to flee mto the desert to escape
Esau’s murderous revenge . . . in the 1650s, the fleeing elect are
suffering Anglicans, forced out of God’s church by reprobate rebels”
(25-26). He considers, however, that this view has been mcorrectly
ascribed to the earlier Sizlex (1650) and his extended discussion of
“Regeneration,” the opening poem of the 1650 Silex, headed
“JACOBS BED” takes issue with the argument of Summers and
Pebworth that “Jacob’s bed’ 1s a “church in nature” (34). He sees it
rather as a figure for the holiness of churches—a strongly Angli-
can idea in an age when Puritans imcreasingly disdained ecclesias-
tical buildings” (25). West points out that the Ordinance of 1645
putting the Drrectory for Public Worshzp into practice asserted flatly
that “no place is capable of any holiness under pretence of whatso-
ever Dedication or Consecration” and sees “Regeneration” as “be-
longing to an Anglican tradition of revering churches which became
highly unacceptable to Puritans at precisely the time Vaughan
turned to God” (40). He considers that Summers and Pebworth
nusinterpret the historical context of the poem and concludes that
Ruth Preston Lehmann got it right in arguing that Jacobs Bed is
not “a grove that resembles a church, but a church mterpreted as a
grove” (40). Unfortunately, most of West’s readers will be unable
to evaluate Lehmann’s argument, in a Ph.D. thesis of 1942, for he
simply quotes her conclusion from Ross Garner's Henry JVaughan:
Ezperience and the Tradition (1959).

The historical evidence seems less clear to me than it does to
West. Churches in South Wales may not have been closed by the
time Vaughan wrote “Regeneration,” but a good deal had happened
which might be held to support the view of Summers and Pebworth,
rather than that of Lehmann. The attack on Anglican forms of
worship was mitiated well before the 1651 Act for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Wales, and Royalist incumbents were ejected well
before then too: sequestrations were carried out under military au-
thority in Brecknock as early as 1645, and in Bedfordshire Tho-
mas Vaughan’s father-in-law, Timothy Archer, was dispossessed
some time before October 15, 1644 and imprisoned m the Fleet for
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eighteen years (Donald Dickson, ed., Aqua Vitee: Non Vitzs, [reviewed
below? xix). Much of the literary evidence m my view works
against West’s mterpretation, for example the way i which the
natural world 1s treated as sacred space in “Rules and Lessons,”
which 1s also in the 1650 Szlex; Anglican approval of the work of
Boehme, who constantly exhorted his readers to seek God in Na-
ture; clear evidence that both Thomas and Henry Vaughan, in op-
position to the Calvinists of their time who interpreted the
non-human world i purely mstrumental terms, saw Christ’s re-
demption as being for the whole Creation; and the close relation-
ship between “Regeneration” and the Vision of Thalia in Thomas
Vaughan's Lumen de Lumine, m which the protagonist found him-
self “in a Grove of Bays. The Texture of the Branches was so even,
the Leaves so thick, and i that conspiring order, it was not a wood,
but a Building. 1 conceived it indeed to be the Temple of Nature,
where she had joyn'd Disczpline to her Doctriné’ (Alan Rudrum, ed.,
The Works of Thomas Vaughan, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1984«
304). I discussed the imagistic and intellectual relationship be-
tween “Regeneration” and this work of Thomas Vaughan’'s m a
1963 essay with which West does not engage.

In his introductory chapter West asserts that his critical reori-
entation 1s not n conflict with other approaches, i particular “the
long tradition of attention to Vaughan’s alchemical and hermetic
magery” (5). However, he might have done well to give that “long
tradition” rather more attention, since Vaughan’s use of Scripture
(the passages he evokes, and the meanings he elicits) is often con-
nected with hermeticism. This is so, for example, in his use of
Romans 8:19-22, the New Testament’s most important passage on
the theology of nature. West's mattention to this aspect of Vaughan’s
work becomes clear when he writes, of a 1989 article of mine, that
it “falters only where it tries to read for doctrine poems whose
emphasis 1s firmly on dzsczpliné’ (120). Discipline and doctrine are
not so easily separated, as the quotation from Thomas Vaughan
above suggests, and it is a demonstrable fact that both the Vaughans
enunciated doctrines which are biblical, closely related to doctrines
set forth by hermetic authors such as Paracelsus; relatable, if some-



192 SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY NEWS

what idiosyncratically, to contemporary Anglicanism; and plamly
opposed to the neo-Calvinism of their time. [ nvite readers to
read Vaughan's “The Book,” and then the article to which West
refers, and, if they think me mistaken on this point, to let me know
where and why.

Naturally, m his chapter “Patriarchs and Pilgrims,” West deals
with “Isaac’s Marriage” of which he writes that “it is the only text
which Vaughan decided to revise for the 1655 edition of Silex,
suggesting that he continued to value and want to perfect it” (53-
54). He goes on to say that Vaughan “requested” that ‘Isaacs Mar-
riage’ be reset with alterations, adding in a note that this
mterpretation is based upon internal evidence (64 and n. 6). These
remarks need to be put nto context. The first part of the 1655
edition of Henry Vaughan’s Silex Scintillans is made up of unsold
sheets of the 1650 edition, with the exception of leaves B2 and B3,
which were reprinted. These leaves run from line 75 of “The
Search,” the poem before “Isaac’s Marriage,” to the end of “The
British Church,” which immediately follows it. The latter, a poem
of some twenty lines, is thus the only complete poem, apart from
“Isaac’s Marriage,” on those leaves. Four brief passages of “Isaac’s
Marriage” are amended and one error introduced. What West
writes, of course, makes some sense. Vaughan’s mtroduction of
revisions does indeed suggest that he continued to value the poem.
However, the phrase “the only text which Vaughan decided to re-
vise” is misleading, in carrying the implication that Vaughan val-
ued the poem uniquely. The likeliest explanation for the revisions
1s that those sheets were spoiled m the printing house and for that
reason Vaughan was asked to supply fresh copy. Given the oppor-
tunity, he may well have wished to revise a number of poems, but
publishers were no more likely than they are now to accede to the
wishes of an author whose work had already left them with un-
sold sheets on their hands. I have recently published an article on
this poem, in the German journal Connotations, and will here con-
fine myself to saying that the ecstatic description of Isaac’s prayer,
followed by the extended simile beginning at line 53, are both quint-
essential Vaughan and at some remove from the biblical account.
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Its sexually-charged and masculine language (of undressing, pierc-
ing, scattering) calls into question West’s description of the poem
as a “curiously prim meditation on the nuptials of Jacob’s father,”
as the wording of that description fails to take mto account the
significance of the marriage of Isaac in biblical typology. Jean
Daniélou’s From Shadows to Reality appears m West’s bibliography,
and might have been usefully drawn upon n discussion of “Isaacs
Marriage.”

In general, however, this book is so enlivening to read because
its author has clearly made good use of; and enjoyed, his opportu-
nity for research. I liked especially his exposition of the evidence
that Royalists connected Charles Stuart, who was crowned King
of Scotland in 1651, with the suffering Jacob. The Stone of Des-
tiny was thought to be the same one on which Jacob had slept at
Bethel. That Charles could not sit on it at his coronation, because
it had been removed to Westminster in 1297, would, West sug-
gests, have symbolized to Vaughan the disturbance of the patriar-
chal line from Jacob’s day. Whatever particular reservations one
might have, West’s discussion of Vaughan’s meditation on the pa-
triarchs, and their relevance to contemporary Anglican sufferings,
1s an important contribution to understanding.

Donald R. Dickson, ed. Thomas and Rebecca Vaughan's Aqua Vitce:
Non Vitzs (British Library MS, Sloane 1741). Tempe: Arizona Center
for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 2001. lu1 + 270 pp. $35.00
Review by ALAN RUDRUM, SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY.

Insofar as modern students of literature are aware of Thomas
Vaughan (1621-1666), it is as the twin brother of the poet Henry
Vaughan. Yet during his lifetime, being of a more swashbuckling
disposition, he made more stir in the world than did Henry. His
work was known outside Great Britain and was read m German
translation through the eighteenth century. Substantial extracts
were copled into commonplace books on both sides of the Atlantic.
Like his twin, he published prolifically during the period 1650-
1655 and 1s generally regarded as the most notable alchemical or
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“occult” philosopher after Robert Fludd. Henry Vaughan wrote
that Thomas had given all his books and manuscripts to Sir Rob-
ert Moray, the first President of the Royal Society. The only manu-
script known to have survived 1s a notebook of personal records
and alchemical recipes, now in the British Library, and now printed
m its entirety for the first time, in a diplomatic edition, with a
substantial biographical, contextual and textual introduction, a
useful glossary of alchemical terms, and a bibliography.

The Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies series 1s to
be congratulated and thanked for this volume. Nothing by Tho-
mas Vaughan has ever appeared in so handsome a format. Donald
Dickson, too, is to be congratulated and thanked. Sloane MS 1741,
if not quite in the Aubrey league, still has its difficulties, and
Dickson’s editorial competence has navigated them splendidly.
Beyond that, and perhaps even more impressive, is the archival
research which underlies the introduction. We might expect archi-
val competence from the author of The Tessera of Antilia, but we
also know how mhibiting the law of diminishing returns can be
when we contemplate biographical data which has been raked over
mn detail by our forerunners, in this case Gwenllian Morgan and
Louise Guiney, F. E. Hutchmson, Thomas Willard, and the present
reviewer.

I am writing these words on April 17, the date on which Tho-
mas Vaughan’s wife, Rebecca, died: “My most deare wife sickened
on Friday m the Evening, being the 16 of April, and dyed the
Saturday following in the Evening, being the 17. And was buried
on the 26 of the same Month, bemmg a Monday in the afternoon, at
Mappersall in Bedfordshire. 1658.” This is just about where one
of Dickson’s impressive pieces of archival research begins. It has,
of course, long been surmised that the place of burial was also the
place of Rebecca’s birth. There 1s independent confirmation that
“Rebecka, the Wife of Mr. Vahanne”, was indeed buried at
Meppershall m Bedfordshire on April 26, 1658; but who was she?
One clue lies n a letter of 1652 from the alchemist George Starkey
to Robert Boyle giving the news that Thomas Vaughan had mar-
ried the daughter of a certain cleric of no fortune: “Philosophus
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maximus Thomas Vaughan nuperimme uxorem duxit, clerici
cutusdam filiam, nullius fortunam.” We know from Sloane 1741
that Thomas and Rebecca were married on 28 September 1651.
Using a revision of another early source, //alker Revised, Dickson
discovered that the rector of Meppershall, Dr. Timothy Archer,
had eleven children; though only nine of them are accounted for in
the baptismal records, we know the name of a tenth (Marie), and
as Dickson has shown we can deduce from the intervals between
the known births when the eleventh, Rebecca, 1s likely to have been
born. Archer’'s wife was named Rebecca; Dickson points out that
the Archers seemed especially fond of using family names, and
“there was a daughter named Rebecca in every generation of ev-
ery branch at this time.” So far, so good, but so what, some might
ask, who have not taken n T'S. Eliot on the importance of facts. In
this case the answer is that we now have yet more evidence of the
“ultra” and mtransigent Royalism of the Vaughan family and those
with whom they were allied. According to /7alker Revised, Timo-
thy Archer was dispossessed by the Parliamentarians sometime
before 15 October 1644 and imprisoned i the Fleet for eighteen
years. This fits in with just about everything else we know of the
friends of Henry and Thomas Vaughan—in the case of Thomas, for
example, his close friendship with Thomas Henshaw.

Thomas Vaughan himself was evicted under the Act for the
Propagation of the Gospel in Wales in 1650; the charges as given
by Dickson (xiii) are a little less racy than those in Bodleian MS
Walker E.7, fol. 213b, where he was described as a common drunk-
ard, a common swearer, no preacher, a whoremaster, and i armes
personally agamst the Parliament.” Dickson remarks that m the
MS notebook Vaughan himself suggests that the charge of drunk-
enness may have been accurate, but he does not deal with the accu-
sation that he was a “whoremaster” (“Incontinency” in the account
he quotes). Dickson points out that charges of scandalous living
were levelled in more than twenty per cent of the cases reported by
Walker, but does not fully discuss the possible implications of the
fact that the charges against Thomas Vaughan were more serious
than those against any other Breconshire mcumbent. I draw upon
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this fact n a discussion of his twin brother Henry’s poems of
mourning in an essay soon to be published.

Dickson quite rightly stresses Thomas Vaughan’s obvious de-
votion to, and respect for, his wife; and the fact that she was his co-
worker and Muse m the alchemical enterprise (she was not alone
among women of the time i her alchemical work—Hartlib wrote
that Henshaw’s father was a “great chymist” and “so is his mother
who is yet alive”). This, and the format of the MS from the date of
her death on, is the rationale for Dickson’s ascription of joint au-
thorship of Sloane 1741. While his emphasis on the mmportance
of the relationship in Thomas’s endeavours is accurate enough, it
leads him, I think, to downplay a little the mntellectual bond be-
tween Thomas and his twin brother Henry. He writes that while
Stevie Davies’s view that “Henry’s psyche was forged m the cru-
cible of twinship” has sparked considerable mterest in the nature
of the twins’ relationship, there 1s “little evidence, 1.e. mtertextual
references in their writings, of this bond” (x1). While it is true that
Henry’s poems have more references to the Bible and to Herbert
than to Thomas Vaughan, intertextual references we do find are
significant: for example a major poem of Henry’s (“Regeneration”)
has an important relationship with a major passage of Thomas’s,
the vision of Thalia in Lumen de Lumine. 1 have dealt with this,
from Henry’s side, n “Henry Vaughan and the theme of transfigu-
ration,” Southern Review (Adelaide) No. 1 (1963): 54-68; and from
Thomas’s side in “Thomas Vaughan’s Lumen de Lumine: An Inter-
pretation of Thalia” (Luanne Frank, ed., Literature and the Occult,
Arlington: University of Texas, 1977: 234-243). In such mmpor-
tant matters as their view of childhood, and their views on God's
concern for the non-human creation, the Vaughans were at one,
and at odds with majority opmion of their time. The first doctrine
Thomas announces is that of the pre-existence, and the royalty, of
the soul: a clear attack on Calvinist views. Like his brother Henry,
he praised the state of childhood, but stressed the child’s desire for
knowledge rather than his mnocence. Again, as in Henry’s work,
the historical figure of Jesus is less important to Vaughan than
was Christ conceived cosmically, as in St. John’s Prologue and m
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Colossians 1:17. Christ's redemption is for the whole Creation—
agam, m mid-seventeenth century England, an anti-Calvinist po-
sition (Anthroposophia Theomagica, 56). See also, n this respect,
Euphrates, 517-518: “I fear not to say, that Nafure 1s so much the
business of Scripture, that to me, the Spzrit of God, n those sacred
Oracles, seems not only to mind the Restztution of Man i particu-
lar, but even the Redemption of Nature m generall. We must not
therefore confine this Restztution to our own Specié’(references to the
Clarendon Press edition).

In my edition of Thomas Vaughan’s /7orks, only the personal
entries of Sloane 1741 were reprinted, partly through cheeseparing
on the part of the Clarendon Press, partly because enquiries I made
among historians of alchemy turned up nobody who could make
sense of the alchemical “recipes.” The clue to his mtentions, how-
ever, 1s clear from the fact that the physician Henry Vaughan thought
of himself and his twin brother as having practised the same pro-
fession: “My brothers imploym‘ was in physic and Chymustrie . . .
My profession also is physic.” Dickson’s account of the Vaughans’
relationship to the iatrochemical revolution inaugurated by
Paracelsus forms a substantial and significant part of his intro-
duction, and, if justification were needed, justifies the reproduction
of the notebook in its entirety. It is good to have so faithful a
transcription of the manuscript I have pored over so many times,
and always with a complex sensation compounded of affinity with,
and unbridgeable distance from, the man whose pen marked the
pages so 1diosyncratically.

Abraham Cohen de Herrera. Gate of Heaven. Translated from the
Spanish with Introduction and Notes by Kenneth Krabbenhoft.
Leiden, Boston, and Kéln: Brill, 2002. xxxiv + 548 pp. + 1
illustration. [J135.00 / $169.00. Review by WILLIAM E. ENGEL.

Scholars working mn history of philosophy, kabbalah, marrano
culture, and Spanish literature, at last have ready access to Herrera’s
Gate of Heaven. Not only is this the first English translation of
Puerta del Cielo, but it is also the first complete annotated edition of
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this important work of Jewish mysticism in any language. As
such, and nsofar as it 1s unique both in the history of kabbalah
and of Spanish literature (for having been written n the vernacu-
lar), 1t 1s a true landmark m scholarship, and one that reflects well
on Brill's commitment to publish important works such as this one
m its relatively new series, “Studies in European Judaism.”

Abraham Cohen de Herrera (d. 1635), a merchant and son of
a rabbi, origmally wrote this book m Spanish for the marrano com-
munity of Amsterdam, “to rescue the truth and beauty of kabbalah
from the neglect of philosophers and the obscurantism of kabbalists
that, in his opinion, kept it out of reach of many interested read-
ers” (xvii-xviil). He follows closely the syncretic model of Marsilio
Ficimo and Pico della Mirandola in reconciling the teachings of the
Sefer Yesirah (traditionally attributed to Abraham, but probably
written between the third and ninth centuries), the Sefer ha-Zohar
(a masterpiece of Spanish kabbalah written by Moses de Leon in
the late thirteenth-century), Moses Cordovero, Isaac Luria Ashkenazi
and the Lurianic school (in particular, as transmitted through Is-
rael Sarug), with Aristotelian, Platonic, and Neoplatonic metaphys-
ics, medieval Islamic and Jewish theology, and Scholasticism. His
expository style in large measure accounts for why his work has
had an impact on thinkers like Spinoza, Leibniz, Henry More and
the group of divines known as the Cambridge Platonists, Hegel
and later German Idealists, and more recently kabbalistic scholars
such as Gershom Scholem.

Kenneth Krabbenhoft is to be commended for bringing this
work back mto circulation for new readers. Like Herrera, he 1s an
exemplary guide. His notes are clear and his translations and
transliterations allow for a leisurely swim i occasionally deep philo-
sophical waters. His notes, if excerpted and published separately,
could be the basis of a helpful /774o’s /77ho m Medieval and Renais-
sance Philosophy (especially, for example, regarding the
Neoplatonists and Jewish Scholastics, 112-13). What is more, whole
sections of Ficino are given i the original Latin, and Pico i Ital-
1an, so the specialist can see where Herrera was drawing his mate-
rial and upon what foundation building his arguments. And since
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the bulk of Herrera’s sources were m Latin, a detailed future study
of his quotations from Greek sources in early modern Latin trans-
lations could well supply a more thorough understanding of the
pan-European mtellectual climate.

Gate of Heaven derives its title from a passage in Genesis (28:17):
“This 1s none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of
heaven.” It 1s divided into ten books, perhaps as a reflection of the
volume’s main subject, the sefirof, the ten pomnts of divine emana-
tion—the manifestations of the uncaused First Cause (‘Em-Sof).
Book One is as comprehensive and straightforward an mtroduc-
tion to kabbalah as you are likely to find anywhere. The reader is
made aware of alternative paths in the transmission of kabbalistic
teachings, but is not made to choose one strand of the tradition to
the exclusion of another. For example, in Proposition XVI, Herrera
tells the reader: “This is the most approved and widely accepted
ordering of the sovereign sefirot” (24). One potentially confusing
point comes up, however, when Herrera introduces Dz (meaning
rigor, or letter-of-the law justice, and signifying an aspect of the
fifth emanation) without linking it to its more prominent name,
Geburah (strength), but this is cleared up in Krabbenhoft's note
(25) and 1s discussed later by Herrera himself (204). This method
of making sure the reader is allowed to follow the larger themes
without becoming bogged down m basic points that Herrera as-
sumes his readers will know makes the volume a delight to read.
In this regard Krabbenhoft is as accommodating to his readers as
Herrera open-hearted to his.

Book Two considers how and for what purpose the ‘Em-Sof
caused all things—no small topic indeed. It takes up where Book
One left off regarding the question of to what end the uncaused
First Cause “wishes to manifest itself . . . and thereby emerges
from concealment” (8). It thus considers why “it extended itself
mto all things and all places and times in which they could be, had
been, are or would be, without implying any contradiction and out
of the enormity of its active potency, which is not separate from
itself, so that when it wished it produced them agam out of its free
and eternal will without any alteration, giving them the bemg
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they had so utterly lacked” (63). Despite long sentences like this
one, the author pretty much covers all of the requisite definitions
and contingencies in very direct prose. It is this clarity of thought
and philosophical rigor that allows him to advance important points
mn Western metaphysics. Once the conditions of his argument are
set forth, the reader can trust whatever is proved and revealed,
even the most abstruse points of gematria, a hermeneutic tech-
nique based on number combinations using the twenty-two letters
of the Hebrew alphabet (67). This is especially the case when we
come face to face, in Book Two, with the Ineffable Name, the
Tetragrammaton, the unpronounceable four-letter name of God,
analogous to the Hidden God (Deus absconditus) of the Neoplatonic
and Christian mystical traditions.

With the main foundation thus prepared for the treatise, Book
Three clarifies that the First Cause “is not a numerical source of
unity” (93), and concludes with arguments that it is infinite, and
that it is the supreme Good (95, 103). Having proved the tran-
scendence of the First Cause and the role of its mstruments (namely,
the sefirot), m Book Four, Herrera turns his attention to the meta-
phorical union of the sefirot in the form of the Primordial Man
(106). This 1s the book that owes its greatest debts to, and sums
up key arguments from, Pico, Ficino, Sanchez, and Scaliger; and, as
such, will be of special interest to mtellectual historians. Book Five
1s a tour de force of scholastic argumentation, deducing and describ-
mng eight kinds of infity, “only three of which are applicable to
the First Cause” (140). Aristotle’s Physics 1s the touchstone mi-
tially, but Neoplatonic thought carries the day, especially that of
Plotinus and Ficio. It is m this book that Platonic anamnesis and
the doctrine of the transmigration of soul are mentioned m pass-
g, with respect to the body’s death. The larger mterest here
though resides in conceptualizing the channels of emanation and
trajectory of sefirot as “irradiations, extensions, and communica-
tions of the Deity” (174). In recounting how sefirot descend from
their limitless source through many ranks, Herrera humbly defers
to the “true reception” of those kabbalistic expositors who, “having
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understood 1t well, have revealed it, and whose disciple I would
fain to be” (174).

Highlights of Book Six include Herrera’s discussions of the
colors of sefirot depending on their operations (205), and of beauty,
which, as Krabbenhoft notes, parallels Socrates’s exposition in Plato’s
Symposuum (233). Book Seven continues to answer potential objec-
tions and goes on to explain how the sovereign emanation resembles
the production of illumination which, depending on light, is com-
municated to diaphanous effects, colors, and eyes. This book reiter-
ates an important claim outlined in the opening chapters: that
emanation, procession, and result are not strictly speaking cre-
ation, birth, or invention. Indeed, the ‘Em-Sof is said to fill the
sefirot with itself “as if with light, it is present in them and deeply
infused mto them” (310). Book Eight is a thorough summa of the
mystical teachings concerning the “superior lights above the ten
sefirot” as discussed in the Sefer Yeszrah and Zohar. Book Nine con-
tinues i this vemn by reporting on some of the “qualities and excel-
lencies of the Man of the meffable Tetragrammaton” (392).

As I am something of a novice i the study of kabbala, these
two books, along with the final one, seemed the most esoteric; though,
to be sure, the ones which no doubt will provide the greatest re-
wards when I return to them m the future. For it is in these final
books that we learn about “Reversion,” the last phase n Herrera's
kabbalistic plan, through his discussion of the Lurianic mystical
doctrines of “the shattering of the vessels” and “the restoration of
the faces.” The two phases preceding reversion concern, first, the
nature and activity of the Transcendent Cause, and then proces-
sion, which concerns emanation and “shrinking,” or the accommo-
dation of ‘Ein-Sof to fill and interfuse vessels according to their
proper attributes. Reversion accounts for the existence of the lower
worlds, including imperfection and evil. Herrera uses the image of
a shattering of the divine perfection when it is communicated down-
ward toward the realm of physicality to set up his exposition of
how the mental spirits descend to give life to the earthly body and
how the fallen vessels, imperfect and prone to evil, finally are raised
up and perfected.
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The ten-page glossary is extremely useful, especially because
of the special meanings associated with key philosophical terms,
such as, for example, infinity, procession, and undimimished be-
stowal. Readers who have specific arguments and themes they wish
to pursue will benefit immeasurably from the 19-page index sum-
ming up each chapter. But the delight received from working
through Herrera’s analysis and reconciliation of kabbalistic con-
templation with Luria’s doctrine of “the spark of the lights,” com-
municated admirably through Krabbenhoft’s clear translation, will
bring other rewards as well. The reader might just end up fathoming
something about the sefirot or the place of real existence, and mo-
mentarily see beyond the unreliable and fleeting, like something
glimpsed in a mirror “which really exists m one place but is re-
flected n another” (471). This book gives the attentive reader a
way to follow the trajectory of just such an image back to its source—
mn every sense of the term.

Walter Stephens. Demon Lovers: Witcherafl, Sex, and the Crisis of
Belref. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2002. xv + 451 pp.
+ 16 halftones + 2 diagrams. Cloth $35.00; Paper $20.00. Review
by WILLIAM E. ENGEL.

Walter Stephens has written a truly significant book on the
origin of witches and the underlying philosophy giving rise to
early modern demonology and skepticism. Owing to his rigorous
analysis and painstaking translations 