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ties.  Feminist writing has ignored Anna up to now, but she defi-
nitely established herself as one who promoted the arts at a time
when Shakespeare, Donne, and Jonson were writing.
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Stephen Coote’s Royal Survivor is more than a well-re-
searched, cohesive, and engaging biography of Charles II, for it
takes into account the political, social, and cultural issues of  Charles
II’s era, detailing concerns and events within Britain and on the
Continent before and after the Restoration.  Coote’s label “Royal
Survivor” is apt, certainly, given the shocking fate of  Charles’ fa-
ther (ironically, outside the northwest, main floor window of  the
Inigo Jones Banqueting Hall with its sublime Rubens ceiling, the
centre panel of  which depicts the apotheosis of  James I) and the
brief, ignominious reign of  James II, who utterly failed to suppress
his autocratic ways so that he might achieve some measure of
political stability.  That Charles II managed to survive to die a
natural death in 1685 while still monarch is, in many ways, re-
markable; good luck and wily management were locked in serious
struggle with stubbornness, bouts of  dangerous ineptitude, and
numerous forays in social and diplomatic impropriety.  Coote spares
few sensibilities in his revelation of  a crisis-marked rise to power
and the equally skiddy reign which followed in what, without ques-
tion, is a commanding piece of historical narrative.

Following a Preface in which Coote asserts Charles’ belief
in royal prerogative and his single-minded maintenance of au-
thority which could lead the king to display a singularly virtuosic
deviousness when necessary (charm, candour, and wit being, often,
insufficient unto the day), a notion which surfaces constantly
throughout the account, Coote proceeds to offer the elements of the
monarch’s early life and his escape, during the Civil War, to the
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Channel Islands and thence to Paris where he was once again in
contact with Francis and George Villiers (the latter became Duke
of Buckingham in 1628), experiencing some forays in matters aca-
demic (Thomas Hobbes made a sometime august tutor in math-
ematics), meeting the young Louis XIV, tasting the fringes (amatory
and otherwise) of the French court under the less than successful
hand of  his mother, Henrietta Maria, and developing what Coote
aptly calls a “survivor’s code” (54).  The somewhat confused politi-
cal/military situation in England (nicely detailed) serves as a coun-
terpoint to Charles’ activities in Europe (including a visit to the
Hague and the growing influence of  Edward Hyde) and, after the
execution of  his father, his direct attempts to regain the crown.
Chapter Four brings one to the negotiations with the Covenanters,
a return to France, the defeat of  Ormonde in Ireland, another jour-
ney to Jersey, and, in due course, to Breda, with further demands
from the Scots, to which he acceded.  Abundantly clear is that Charles
had no easy time, financially or, really, any other way.  He was a
royal refugee attempting to find support where he could, and expe-
diency often dictated, even at the expense of  religious principles.
Chapter Five sees him in Scotland under the rather heavy thumb
of  the Earl of  Argyll, with Cromwell moving (1650) against the
Scots (the latter increasing their pressure on Charles), the Battle of
Dunbar (vigorously described), the famous Start, more difficulties
in dealing with the Covenanters, Charles’ Scottish coronation (Scone,
1651), and further unsuccessful military forays (including Wales)
and the gripping Battle of  Worcester (1651), with (in Chapter Six)
Charles forced to flee, with guile and guise, to France.  The ex-
tended description of the escape is superbly handled–the famous
refuge (with Col. William Carlis) in the Boscobel oak tree (see 107-
8) is part of the story–and it has all the marks of deadly suspense,
intrigue, and danger, stunningly reminding the reader just how
close the Cromwellian side came to eliminating any chance of
Charles’ restoration.

Chapter Six sees the Prince back in France, dissembling
about his escape, with Hyde working to prevent him from becom-
ing a Roman Catholic, while real poverty–worse than genteel shab-
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biness–dominates the regal scene.  There follows Coote’s lucid han-
dling of matters political and military in England, France, and
Holland, e.g., the portrayal of Mazarin’s power in France, anti-
Dutch sentiments in England, the unpopularity of the English
Rump Parliament, Cromwell’s authoritarian attitude and appoint-
ment as Lord Protector for life (see 134), the revelation of the anti-
Cromwellian “Sealed Knot” plot, false rumours re Hyde, diversions
with Anne Killigrew, and Mazarin’s determination (1654) that
Charles should leave Paris.  Heady stuff  this is, and nowhere is
there a hint of the sometimes conventional notion that Charles
grew up comfortably in French palatial style while waiting for the
proverbial English chips to fall into place.  Indeed, Chapter Eight
sees the Prince very much on the move–to Spain, Namours, Liège,
Spa (where he was reunited with his sister, Mary), Aix-la-Chapelle,
and then Zealand (in the event of Royalist success in England).
Lucy Walter was again a source of  scandal and financial vexation,
not that Charles showed any signs of abandoning his own pro-
miscuity.  Personal issues and international negotiations (e.g., with
Spain regarding Jamaica) are woven together as Coote moves the
exile to a gradual close with the death of the Protector (1658), and
in Chapter Nine, Richard Cromwell’s brief and wholly unsuccess-
ful assumption of  power, the unpopularity of  the war with the
Dutch, the actions of General Monck, the delegation to Charles in
Breda, the appearance of  Barbara Palmer (née Villiers, later the
obtrusive and alarming Countess of Castlemaine and Duchess of
Cleveland), the triumphal journey to England, and Charles’ re-
turn to London as King.

The first half of Royal Survivor thus deals with the ex-
traordinary tapestry of  the pre-Restoration years.  Quite apart
from the fact that Coote manages his narrative so adroitly and
clearly, the weighing of  the material in the book is wholly appro-
priate in order that the reader understand fully the nature of the
experiences that shape the king-to-be.  Here is a shrewd, witty,
intelligent, enquiring, evidently courageous, and, at times, stub-
born man who has known danger and deprivation–a “survivor,”
to use Coote’s term–who will build his reign with panache and
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determination to assert his right to royal prerogative.  What was
denied before 1660 he would have in the years following.  If he
was to follow French fashion as King (the royal accounts for the
period, i.e., the Lord Chancellor’s Rolls, are immensely revealing in
this regard) he would do so not just because of what he had seen
while in exile but because of the need to satisfy long-lingering
needs.  A show-piece court could both serve the national and the
royal desire: if  Louis XIV could have a band of  24 violins, so could
Charles, and so on it went.  Majesty returned to London with a
flair, though political and personal dangers and scandals (whose
garments, indeed, were drying on the royal clothes-line?) were to
abound and genuinely threaten the security of a reign in an era in
which many sought stability, order, and balance in political, reli-
gious, and scientific realms.

In Chapter Ten come the initial events of  the Restoration
years–for example, the retribution exacted from surviving regi-
cides, the appointment of  Hyde as Lord Chancellor, the rewarding
of  supporters, an attempt to calm the animosities between Angli-
cans and Presbyterians, the deaths of  Prince Henry and Princess
Mary, James’ marriage to Anne Hyde, daughter of  the Lord Chan-
cellor (who became Earl of  Clarendon), the Portuguese offer to
Charles of the hand of Catherine of Braganza, the coronation, and
the meeting of  the Cavalier Parliament, fraught with controversy
over the Act of Indemnity and the issue of royal finances–the
latter an ominous harbinger of monetary contention as the years
of the reign wore on, for Charles would ever be in search of cash,
and those who provided it, at home or abroad, expected conces-
sions, sometimes of  a kind perilous to national interest.  Religious
issues loomed large, and a Declaration of Indulgence fostered by
Charles foundered in the House of  Lords, and the new King con-
tinued to cause consternation–even for such an assertive womaniser
as Samuel Pepys–with his affairs and the constant attention of
Lady Castlemaine, whose husband retreated to France.  The Ro-
man Catholic Catherine arrived to become a royal bride; there were
indeed to be royal children, though none legitimate, and the new
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Queen’s religious affiliation only served to worry many citizens
and inflame protestant angst while, at the same time, the demand-
ing Lady Castlemaine bid fair to overturn the regal coach.

Foreign issues dominate the first part of  Chapter Eleven–
Louis XIV’s power, and the Duke of  York’s warlike designs on
Dutch prosperity (a conflict ill-prepared and under-financed, with
a navy simply not up to the task); even the rout of the Dutch fleet
off  Lowestoft turned into failure as Henry Brouncker, lacking stom-
ach for continued action, let the Dutch under deWitt slip away to
safety, and the English fleet was later in 1665 bombarded from the
shore into inglorious retirement from an attempt to strike Dutch
shipping at Bergen.  Coote also describes in detail the disasters at
home–the plague of 1665 (with the King off to Salisbury and
Oxford to escape) while the redoubtable Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey
remained in London to look after common graves and punish pil-
ferers of  burial sites.  More Dutch vengeance was to follow, with an
abortive attempt to attack the British fleet in the Thames, while the
wily Louis XIV moved to support the Dutch, whose fleet inflicted a
significant blow to the English in the Channel in 1666.  Even the
successful English fire-ship raid destroying “some 170 Dutch ships”
(218)–“Holmes’ Bonfire”–was slim compensation, for favourable
flames at sea were followed by the fire-storm, superbly described
by Coote, which left the greater part of London a smoking mess in
September of  the same year.  Coote spells out the situation, includ-
ing Charles’ notable role, and moves on, for example, to recon-
struction, the successful Dutch raid on British ships in the Thames
(1667), the ensuing public outcry, further scandal at court, the Peace
of Breda, and the opposition to Clarendon–a convenient scape-
goat–and his departure for France.

In Chapter Twelve, Coote deals with the results of
Clarendon’s expulsion–even the Duke of  York pleaded further re-
turn of  his father-in-law to no avail, while Charles displayed marked
displeasure to his former Lord Chancellor’s backers, including the
Bishops of  Winchester and Rochester and the stalwart Gilbert
Sheldon, Archbishop of  Canterbury, whom Charles declined to hear
preach (229).  Stirring up bishops was to mix a potentially lethal
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cocktail, as the Duke of  York was later to discover as James II;
Charles’ actions here are further testament to his assertiveness and
his insistence on royal authority.  Religious issues predominate.
James converted formally to the Roman church in 1669, and the
Queen’s miscarriages did nothing to remove the spectre of Catho-
lic succession, while Buckingham increased his political power in
the absence of Clarendon.  Coote weaves his tapestry with a mas-
terly hand as he goes on to discuss Charles’ unsuccessful attempts
to have the House accede to toleration, the failure of Scottish union,
secret letters to Louis XIV, the French control of  the Spanish Neth-
erlands, the Triple Alliance, and the devious currents of  foreign
policy with the King on the edge of his own conversion.  This is the
period of the emergence of the Cabal, the death of Henriette Anne,
the secret Treaty of  Dover, the Stop on the Exchequer, and the
second Declaration of Indulgence, supported by Anthony Ashley
Cooper, created Earl of  Shaftsbury, a promotion the King would
deeply regret.  Charles ought to have read Il Principe more thor-
oughly.

Almost as a kind of relaxation after this powerful sweep
of  events, Coote, in his thirteenth chapter, “The King of  Play,” of-
fers considerable insight into the artistic/recreational side of the
court–spaniels, walking, swimming, rowing, shooting, riding, ten-
nis, yachting, and horse-racing (especially at Newmarket).  St. James’
Park was made public, and Charles had enthusiasms for exotic
birds, for park and garden design, and naval architecture.  He had
an active, enquiring mind, particularly with respect to matters tech-
nical.  And if his extra-marital affairs were, in any sense, recre-
ational, that with Lady Castlemaine became increasingly
problematic.  Not by any means a source of public enthusiasm, in
debt and disgrace (she was, indeed, an unrepentant gambler), she
left for Paris in 1676.  Here, too, are details of  his friendship with
the brilliant John Evelyn, his introduction to Grinling Gibbons,
his interest in painting and music, the restoration of Windsor Castle,
the royal collections, the theatres, and new affiliations with Nell
Gwynn and Louise de Kéroualle (who became Duchesse of  Ports-
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mouth)–both women remarkably expensive additions to the royal
ménage , the latter a dangerous potential for leakage of information
to the French.  Pillow-talk can come at high prices.

As Chapter Fourteen indicates, English envy of  Dutch
prosperity and demands that the latter recognize English su-
premacy at sea went unabated, and what was planned was, ac-
cording to Coote, “a war of  naked aggression” (271), in the early
1670s difficult to justify.  Plans went awry, and the result was
unsuccessful, William of Orange refusing to give into English de-
mands.  Meanwhile, anti-French/anti-Roman Catholic propaganda
was rife, and Shaftsbury, though brilliantly manipulative, could
not persuade the House to accept Charles’ policies.  The Declara-
tion of  Indulgence was doomed and the Test Act was passed.  There
was contention between the British and French fleets, and Sir Wil-
liam Coventry persuaded the House against the war.  Peace was
forced on the King, and a bill of supply would only be passed
(1674) if  Charles would support Anglican primacy.  He also bla-
tantly denied the existence of the Treaty of Dover (not revealed
until 1830–see 285, note); the Cabal was riddled by acrimony, and
Shaftsbury lost his role as Lord Chancellor–only to become an
implacable foe in the exclusion crisis.

Appearing on the scene in Chapter Fifteen is the adroit
and ambitious Sir Thomas Osborne, soon to be Earl of  Danby,
whose task it was, as Lord Treasurer, to bring Charles’ finances
under such control that he might have some relief  from Parlia-
mentary nay-sayers.  But even money for the navy was hard to
wring from the House, which also turned on Charles over his sup-
port for Louis XIV and for the behaviour of  intimates like John
Maitland, Duke of  Lauderdale (see 289).  With an inflamed House
in uproar, and an addition to the Test Act (designed to stifle further
opposition to the King) a failure, Shaftsbury seized the opportu-
nity to mount opposition to royal policy.  “What next?” the reader
might well ask as Coote skilfully continues his weaving of the
positively Byzantine manoeuvering.  The Duke of  York’s mar-
riage to Mary of Modena, a threat to his daughters Mary and
Anne, only inflamed anti-Roman Catholic fervour in the nation.



REVIEWS 127

Enter the popular Duke of  Monmouth again, against the back-
ground of  James’ obvious pro-Roman Catholic/anti-Parliament
intransigence, as the royal brother pushed for financial arrange-
ments between Charles and Louis XIV.  Enter also Hortense Mancini,
Duchesse Mazarin (niece of  the fearsome Duke), somewhat a foil
for Louis de Kéroualle–French diplomatic fingers could extend
behind the curtains in the Privy apartments while Charles played
off Louis and William of Orange, a dangerous game, as Coote
rightly acknowledges (297), and the House refused to agree to
supply unless an argument was concluded with the Dutch.  While
Danby sought to set bungled financial negotiations at rest, Charles
finally agreed to a marriage between William of Orange and the
Duke of  York’s elder daughter, Mary–the courtship and wedding
are nicely drawn (see 299-301)–and Charles continued to chase
the ever-successful Louis for money.

The convolutions and horrors of  the Popish Plot are neatly
and chillingly unveiled in Chapter Sixteen.  Informants and insidi-
ous rumour-mongers abound–Christopher Kirkby, Israel Tongue,
and, of  course, the malignant and unhappy Titus Oates.  Add the
still-unsolved murder of  the respected Sir Edmund Berry Godfrey,
and anti-Roman Catholic fear runs amok.  Even the Duke of  York
and the Queen were suspected of  involvement.  Coote offers a clear
outline of  the outrage–false accusations, improper convictions, and
executions of the order that national hysteria can produce; the
revelation of  Oates’ perfidy is spectacular, as is Coote’s depiction
of  Charles’ attempt to get rid of Danby through the offices of
Ralph Montague, who, with access to Danby’s letters to Louis,
turned against King and counsellor on losing his positions as am-
bassador in Paris and in the Privy Council.  More turmoil–in the
end Danby survived with a pension but broken power.  With the
old Parliament prorogued and a new one in place came further
struggles for the exclusion of  James from succession, with
Monmouth, illegitimate though he was, as a plausible candidate
(to some) in the head-on struggle between Shaftesbury and his
rightful king.  Coote’s expansive treatment of the machinations is
gripping–even if  one knows the outcome, as Tories and Whigs
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slog away at each other.  In the end, with the second Exclusion Bill
a failure, Charles called Parliament to Oxford, dismissed it (never
to recall it), and, as Coote notes in Chapter Seventeen, arrested
Shaftesbury for treason.  Acquittal by a Whig-packed jury fol-
lowed, despite Dryden’s superb efforts in Absalom and Achitophel.
This penultimate chapter also outlines the Rye House Plot,
Monmouth’s exile, Louis XIV’s further involvement in Charles’
political affairs, and the King’s death.

The Afterword offers, at the end of  this somewhat sym-
phonic tour de force, a necessary dénouement.  It briefly covers the
exasperating if mercifully short reign (as Charles had predicted it
would be) of  James II (formerly Duke of  York), the rebellion and
execution of  Monmouth (1685), the subsequent Bloody Assizes,
and James’ undignified departure in 1688, allowing the succession
of  William and Mary.  There follow a list of  references, a bibliogra-
phy, and an index.

Stephen Coote’s Royal Survivor is a masterly, compelling
piece of work.  He has assembled his myriad of details with care
and discrimination and has managed to bring events and person-
alities vividly before the mind.  More  documentation will prob-
ably be wanted by some readers, and to many a more generous
supply of dates throughout the text would be helpful.  Nonethe-
less, this volume, as it stands, is one for which we can be grateful–
utterly useful in terms of an historical study and splendid literary
fare as well.
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Brendan Dooley ends The Social History of  Skepticism by
pointing out that his is a cautionary tale.  His message, which he
shares with Italian philosopher Giambattista Vico (a central fig-
ure in the work), is that scholarship needs to be protected from the


