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R E: 2035 M etropolitan T ransportation Plan 
 
 
Greetings, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I present to you, the 2035 Metropolitan Transportation 

Plan (MTP). This plan has taken the better part of the 2009 calendar year to produce 

and has countless people hours involved in its evolution. It is because of the 

excellent guidance, feedback, and support HCMPO staff received over the past year 

that the HCMPO staff has been able to produce a tool that will be used to provide 

guidance for planning of projects and continuing to develop improved methods of 

transportation planning. This MTP not only identifies the financially constrained 

projects, but also the NEEDS of Hidalgo County and its citizens. The MTP is a tool 

that can be used by many as Hidalgo County continues to evolve into a major 

metropolitan area, and the 

development. I hope that this tool will be as invaluable to you as it is to this 

organization and the citizens of Hidalgo County.  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andrew A. Canon 
Transportation Director 
Hidalgo County MPO 
  
 
 

 

 
Administrative Agent:  Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council 

311 N. 15th ST., McAllen, TX, 78501-4705 



                
  
                        
                                      

  

  
  

  

  

2010  -­  2035  

Metropolitan  Transportation  Plan  
  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
This report was prepared in cooperation with the Texas Department of 

Transportation (TxDOT) and the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA). The contents of this report reflect the views 

of the authors who are responsible for the facts and the accuracy of the data 
presented herein. The contents do not necessarily reflect the official views or 
policies of TxDOT or FHWA at the time of publication. This report does not 

constitute a standard, specification, or regulation.  
 

Hidalgo County Metropolitan Planning Organization 
December 10th, 2009 
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Honorable  Angie  Garza  
Commissioner  

Chairman  
City  of  La  Joya  

Honorable  Noe  Garza  
Mayor  Pro-­Tem  

Vice  Chairman  
City  of  Edinburg  

Honorable  Diana  Martinez  
Mayor  Pro-­Tem  

Secretary  
City  of  Alamo  

Honorable    Pedro  Contreras   Mayor   City  of  San  Juan  

Honorable  Leopoldo  Palacios   Mayor   City  of  Pharr  

Honorable  David  Simmons   Mayor   City  of  Donna  

Honorable      Commissioner   City  of  Edcouch  

Honorable  Robert  Escobar   Commissioner   City  of  Elsa  

Honorable  Vicente  Garza  Jr.   Mayor   City  of  Granjeno  

Honorable    Alvin  Samano   Mayor  Pro  Tem   City  of  Hidalgo  

Honorable  Hector  Elizondo   Mayor   City  of  La  Villa  

Honorable  Scott  Crane   Commissioner   City  of  McAllen  

Honorable  Joel  Quintanilla   Mayor   City  of  Mercedes  

Honorable  Norberto  Salinas   Mayor   City  of  Mission  

Honorable  Ramiro  Rodriguez   Mayor   City  of  Palmhurst  

Honorable  Jorge  G.  Garcia   Mayor   City  of  Palmview  

Honorable    Marcos  Ochoa   Mayor   City  of  Peñitas  

Honorable  Omar  Vela   Mayor   City  of  Progreso  

Honorable  O.  D.  Emery   Mayor   Progreso  Lakes  

Honorable  Gumaro  Flores   Mayor   Sullivan  City  

Honorable  Buddy  De  La  Rosa   Mayor   City  of  Weslaco  

   Commissioner   Hidalgo  County  

Mario  Jorge   District  Engineer   TxDOT  

Manuel  Flores   Transit  Director   LRGVDC  Transit  

Dennis  Burleson   Chairman   Hidalgo  County  RMA  
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Member   Position   Entity  
Juan  Lopez  

  
Planning  &  Zoning  Director  

Chairman  
City  of  Edinburg  

Edgar  Taylor  
  

Senior  Planner  
Vice-­Chairman  

City  of  McAllen  

Michelle  Leftwich  
  

Assistant  City  Manager  
Secretary  

City  of  Mercedes  

Jaime  Sandoval  
Community  Planning  &  
Development    Director  

City  of  Alamo  

Steve  Peña   Assistant  City  Manager   City  of  Alton  

Albert  Maldonado      City  of  Alton  

Oscar  Cuellar   City  Manager   City  of  Donna  

Delmira  Olivarez   City  Manager   City  of  Edcouch  

Tom  Reyna   Assistant  Director  of  Public  Works   City  of  Edinburg  

Juan  Cedillo   City  Manager   City  of  Elsa  

Sylvia  Valdez   City  Manager   City  of  Granjeno  

Joe  Vera  III   City  Manager   City  of  Hidalgo  

Virgil  Gonzalez   Code  Enforcement  Officer   City  of  Hidalgo  

Mike  Alaniz   City  Manager   City  of  La  Joya  

Wilfredo  Mata   City  Manager   City  of  La  Villa  

Eduardo  Mendoza   Director  of  Traffic  Operations   City  of  McAllen  

Elizabeth  Suarez   Transit  Director   McAllen  Express  

Marabeth  Schuster   DBE  /  Liaison  Officer   McAllen  Express  
Jeremy  Santoscoy   Transportation  Engineer   City  of  McAllen  

Julio  Cerda   City  Manager   City  of  Mission  

Bobby  Salinas   City  Planner   City  of  Mission  

David  Saenz   L  &  G  Engineering  for    
City  of  Mission  

City  of  Mission  

Lori  A.  Lopez   City  Manager   City  of  Palmhurst  

John  Alaniz   City  Manager   City  of  Palmview  
Ramon  Segovia   Assistant  City  Manager   City  of  Palmview  

Juan  G.  Ortiz   City  Manager   City  of  Peñitas  

Roy  Garcia   Planning  &  Zoning  Department   City  of  Pharr  

Rene  Saenz   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  Pharr  
Alfredo  Espinoza   City  Manager   City  of  Progreso  
O.  D.  Emery   Mayor   City  of  Progreso  Lakes  
Juan  Garza   City  Manager   City  of  San  Juan  

Melissa  Gonzalez   Grant  Writer   City  of  San  Juan  

Godfrey  Garza   Executive  Director   HCRMA  
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Jacinto  Garza   Consulting  Engineer   HCRMA  

Joy  Hsu        

Erika  Reyna   Judge  Rene  Ramirez  Office   Hidalgo  County  

Albert  Aldan   Consulting  Engineer   City  of  Weslaco  
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Transit Subcommittee 
Member   Position   Entity  

Juan  Lopez    
Planning  Director  

Chairman  
City  of  Edinburg  

Manuel  Flores   Director  of  Reg.  Transit  Service   LRGVDC  Transit  

Rodney  Gomez   Program  Administrator   LRGVDC  Transit  

Elizabeth  Suarez   Transit  Director   McAllen  Express  

Marabeth  Schuster   DBE  /  Liaison  Officer   McAllen  Express  

Mario  Delgado   Transit  Manager   McAllen  Express  

Jaime  Sandoval   Comm.  Planning  &  Dev.  Director   City  of  Alamo  

Tom  Reyna   Assistant  Director  of  Public  Works   City  of  Edinburg  

Virgil  Gonzalez   Code  Enforcement  Officer   City  of  Hidalgo  

John  Alaniz   City  Manager   City  of  Palmview  

Emilio  Garcia   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  San  Juan  

Erika  Reyna   Judge  Rene  Ramirez  Office   Hidalgo  County  

Eric  Dietrich   Consulting  Engineer  for  County   Hidalgo  County  /  TEDSI  

Juan  Lerma   General  Manager   Rio  Grande  Valley  Switching  

Raymond  Sanchez   District  Transportation  Planner   TxDOT  

Gracie  Cantu   Public  Transportation  Coordinator   TxDOT  

Andrew  Canon   Transportation  Director   HCMPO  

Amanda  Hernandez   GIS  Specialist  /  Transportation  Planner   HCMPO  
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Freight Subcommittee 

Member   Position   Entity  

Oscar  Cuellar    
City  Manager  

Chairman  
City  of  Donna  

Jaime  Sandoval   Comm.  Planning  &  Dev.  Director   City  of  Alamo  

Juan  Lopez   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  Edinburg  

Mayor  Garza   Mayor   City  of  Granjeno  

Virgil  Gonzalez   Code  Enforcement  Officer   City  of  Hidalgo  

Eduardo  Mendoza   Director  of  Traffic  Operations   City  of  McAllen  

Jeremy  Santoscoy   Transportation  Engineer   City  of  McAllen  

Mario  Delgado   Transit  Manager   McAllen  Express  

Rene  Saenz   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  Pharr  

Emilio  Garcia   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  San  Juan  

Bernard  Rodriguez   City  Planner   City  of  Weslaco  

Erika  Reyna   Judge  Rene  Ramirez  Office   Hidalgo  County  

Eric  Dietrich   Consulting  Engineer   Hidalgo  County  /  TEDSI  

Jacinto  Garza   HCRB   L  &  G  Engineering  /  HCRMA  

Eddie  Saenz   Consulting  Engineer   J  E  Saenz  Engineering  

Juan  Lerma   General  Manager   Rio  Grande  Valley  Switching  

Raymond  Sanchez   District  Transportation  Planner   TxDOT  

Jesse  Leal   District  Operations  Director   TxDOT  

Andrew  A.  Canon   Transportation  Director   HCMPO  

Maria  Champine   Assistant  Director   HCMPO  

Rudy  Gonzalez   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Fred  Villarreal   GIS  Specialist  I   HCMPO  
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Congestion Subcommittee 
Member   Position   Entity  

Jaime  Sandoval   Comm.  Planning  &  Dev.  Director   City  of  Alamo  

Oscar  Cuellar   City  Manager   City  of  Donna  

Isidro  Fernandez      City  of  Edinburg  

Juan  Cedillo   City  Manager   City  of  Elsa  

Eduardo  Mendoza   Director  Traffic  Operations   City  of  McAllen  

Jeremy  Santoscoy   Transportation  Engineer   City  of  McAllen  

David  Saenz   L  &  G  Engineering   City  of  Mission  

Lori  A.  Lopez   City  Manager   City  of  Palmhurst  

Roy  Garcia   Planning  &  Zoning  Dept.   City  of  Pharr  

Rene  Saenz   Planning  &  Zoning  Dept.   City  of  Pharr  

Emilio  Garcia   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  San  Juan  

Albert  Aldana   Consulting  Engineer   City  of  Weslaco  

Bernard  Rodriguez   Urban  Planner   City  of  Weslaco  

Erika  Reyna   Judge  JD  Salinas  Office   Hidalgo  County  

Eric  Dietrich   Consulting  Engineer   Hidalgo  County  /  TEDSI  

Juan  Lerma   General  Manager   Rio  Grande  Valley  Switching  

Jesse  Leal   District  Operations  Director   TxDOT  

Raymond  Sanchez   District  Transportation  Planner   TxDOT  

Robin  Boone   District  Planning  Engineer   TxDOT  

Jesus  Saenz   Assistant  Director   LRGVDC  Transit  

Rodney  Gomez   Transit  Planner  II   LRGVDC  Transit  

Andrew  Canon   Transportation  Director   HCMPO  

Linda  de  la  Fuente   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Rudy  Gonzalez   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Fred  Villarreal   GIS  Specialist  I   HCMPO  
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Multi-‐Modal Subcommittee 
Member   Position   Entity  

Jaime  Sandoval   Comm.  Planning  &  Dev.  Director   City  of  Alamo  

Oscar  Cuellar   City  Manager   City  of  Donna  

Delmira  Olivarez   City  Manager   City  of  Edcouch  

Juan  Lopez   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  Edinburg  

Tom  Reyna   Assistant  Director  of  Public  Works   City  of  Edinburg  

Juan  Cedillo   City  Manager   City  of  Elsa  

Virgil  Gonzalez   Code  Enforcement  Officer   City  of  Hidalgo  

Jeremy  Santoscoy   Transportation  Engineer   City  of  McAllen  

Marabeth  Schuster   DBE  /  Liaison  Officer   McAllen  Express  

David  Saenz   L  &  G  Engineering  for  City  of  Mission   City  of  Mission  

Lori  A.  Lopez   City  Manager   City  of  Palmhurst  

Rene  Saenz   Director  of  Public  Works   City  of  Pharr  

Melissa  Gonzalez   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  San  Juan  

Albert  Aldana   Consulting  Engineer   City  of  Weslaco  

Erika  Reyna   Judge  Rene  Ramirez  Office   Hidalgo  County  

Eric  Dietrich   Consulting  Engineer  for  County   Hidalgo  County  /  TEDSI  

Raymond  Sanchez   District  Transportation  Planner   TxDOT  

Jesse  Leal   Director  of  Transportation  
Operations  

TxDOT  

Steve  Walker   District  Landscape  Architect   TxDOT  

Bryan  Winton   US/Mexico  Coordinator   US  Fish  &  Wildlife  

Juan  Lerma   General  Manager   Rio  Grande  Valley  Switching  

Rodney  Gomez   Program  Administrator   LRGVDC  Transit  

Maria  Champine   Assistant  Director   HCMPO  

Linda  de  la  Fuente   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Amanda  Hernandez   GIS  Specialist  /  Transportation  Planner                                               HCMPO  

Fred  Villarreal   GIS  Specialist  I   HCMPO  
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Data Criteria Subcommittee 
Member   Position   Entity  

Andrew  A.  Canon    
Director,  HCMPO  

Chairman  
HCMPO  

Jaime  Sandoval   Comm.  Planning  &  Dev.  Director   City  of  Alamo  

Oscar  Cuellar   City  Manager   City  of  Donna  

Juan  Lopez   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  Edinburg  

Edgar  Taylor   Senior  Planner   City  of  McAllen  

Eduardo  Mendoza   Director  of  Traffic  Operations   City  of  McAllen  

David  Saenz   L  &  G  Engineering  for  City  of  Mission   City  of  Mission  

Lori  A.  Lopez   City  Manager   City  of  Palmhurst  

Rene  Saenz   Director  of  Public  Works   City  of  Pharr  

Emilio  Garcia   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  San  Juan  

Bernard  Rodriguez   City  Planner   City  of  Weslaco  

Albert  Aldana   Consulting  Engineer   City  of  Weslaco  

Erika  Reyna   Judge  Rene  Ramirez  Office   Hidalgo  County  

Eric  Dietrich   Consulting  Engineer  for  County   Hidalgo  County  /  TEDSI  

Bryan  Winton   U.S.  Mexico  Coordinator   US  Fish  &  Wildlife  

Juan  Lerma   General  Manager   Rio  Grande  Valley  Switching  

Jacinto  Garza   L  &  G  Engineers  /  HCRB   HCRMA  

Eddie  Saenz   Consulting  Engineer   J  E  Saenz  Engineering  

Ramiro  Gutierrez      R.  Gutierrez  Engineering  

Raymond  Sanchez   District  Transportation  Planner   TxDOT  

Robin  Boone   District  Planning  Engineer   TxDOT  

Rodney  Gomez   Program  Administrator   LRGVDC  Transit  

Maria  Champine   Assistant  Director   HCMPO  

Linda  de  la  Fuente   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Amanda  Hernandez   GIS  Specialist  /  Transportation  Planner  I       HCMPO  

Rudy  Gonzalez   Transportation  Planner   HCMPO  

Fred  Villarreal   GIS  Specialist   HCMPO  

Sooraz  Patro   GIS  Specialist  /  Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

 
  



                
  
                        

                                                                                        Contributing Committee Members     
  

  
  

2010  -  2035  Metropolitan  Transportation  Plan  
Technical 

Sub-­
Committees 

Land Use Subcommittee 
Member   Position   Entity  

Edgar  Taylor  
Senior  Planner  

Chairman  
City  of  McAllen  

Jaime  Sandoval   Comm.  Planning  &  Dev.  Director   City  of  Alamo  

Juan  Lopez   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  Edinburg  

Juan  Cedillo   City  Manager   City  of  Elsa  

Michelle  Leftwich   Assistant  City  Manager   City  of  Mercedes  

John  Alaniz   City  Manager   City  of  Palmview  

Ramon  Segovia   Assistant  City  Manager   City  of  Palmview  

Erika  Reyna   Judge  Rene  Ramirez  Office   Hidalgo  County  

Eric  Dietrich   Consulting  Engineer  for  County   Hidalgo  County  /  TEDSI  

Polo  Olivarez   Senior  Draftsman  
Hidalgo  County  Appraisal  

District  

Jaime  J  Flores   Watershed  Coordinator   Arroyo  Colorado  Watershed  

Velma  Garcia   GIS  Consultant  for  Mission   L  &  G  Engineering  

Juan  Lerma   General  Manager   Rio  Grande  Valley  Switching  

Bryan  Winton   U.S.  Mexico  Coordinator   U.S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  

Andrew  A.  Canon   Director,  HCMPO   HCMPO  

Maria  Champine   Assistant  Director   HCMPO  

Linda  de  la  Fuente   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Rudy  Gonzalez   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Sooraz  Patro   GIS  Specialist  /  Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  
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Scenario Planning Subcommittee 
Member   Position   Entity  
Juan  Lopez   Planning  &  Zoning  Director   City  of  Edinburg  

Damaris  Aguirre   Planner  I   City  of  Edinburg  

Edgar  Taylor   Senior  Planner   City  of  McAllen  

Eduardo  Mendoza   Director  of  Traffic  Operations   City  of  McAllen  

Albert  Aldana   Consulting  Engineer   City  of  Weslaco  

Robin  Boone   District  Planning  Engineer   TxDOT  

Raymond  Sanchez   District  Transportation  Planner   TxDOT  

Juan  Lerma   General  Manager   Rio  Valley  Switching  

Velma  Garcia   GIS  Consultant  for  Mission   L  &  G  Engineering  

Ramiro  Gutierrez      R.  Gutierrez  Engineering  

Andrew  Canon   Director   HCMPO  

Maria  Champine   Assistant  Director   HCMPO  

Linda  de  la  Fuente   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Amanda  Hernandez   GIS  Specialist  /  Transportation  Planner   HCMPO  

Rudy  Gonzalez   Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

Fred  Villarreal   GIS  Specialist  I   HCMPO  

Sooraz  Patro   GIS  Specialist  /  Transportation  Planner  I   HCMPO  

  


