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Panels or translucent plastic curtains which close 
and open easily when weather varies are helpful in 
providing comfortable temperatures for the birds. A 
damper is needed so that ridge ventilatm can be 
dosed easily during ooM weather. 

inclement weather. However, poultry housing 
costs should be kept within a range whereby 
earnings can justify the investment. 

Location 
Orient the house with the long axis run- 

ning east and west to prevent the early morn- 
ing or late afternoon sun from shining direct- 
ly into it. 

Locate the house in an area with good 
water drainage and air movement. The build- 
ing site should be elevated 6 to 10 inches above 
the ground level by fill dirt. The broiler house 
should be located in close proximity to water 
supply, good roads and available markets. 

Broilers raised in houses 40 feet wide or 
less have fewer respiratory complications than 
broilers raised in wider houses, according to 
recent research. 

The basic broiler house plan of the De- 
partment of Poultry Science, the A&M College 
of Texas, is a 40-foot-wide pole or conventional 
stud-wall construction. In most areas, pole- 
type construction is cheaper and a more satis- 
factory method of building. Poles or any wood 
in contact with the soil or manure should be 
treated with a preservative. Ask your county 
aqricultural agent for House Plan No. 387. 

Iize 
A 10,000 to 12,000 bird house ia 

ered an ideal size for efficient 
tion. One man with two of the 
chanically equipped, can produce 
120,000 head per year in f' e broods. 
mechanical feeders (no6'c f nsidered a 
but with mechanical waterers, a 
properly care for only ohe hous 
60,000 broilers per year in five 
figures do not include the labor r 
clean and disinfect the houses betwe 
to ready the house for new chicks, 
or vaccinate the birds, nor to catch 
the birds a t  matket time. 

Floors 
Floor construction usually consis 

remaining after the site for the bro 
has been raised with 6 to 10 inches o 
leveled. The cost of a cement floor di 
its use in a broiler house. 

Ventilation 
Performance in a house with 

ventilation varies with climatic co 
perience indicates tha t  continuous n 
lators are more satisfactory than in 
vents. However, there should be same 
damper so these vents can be easily 
ing the cold weather, particlarly 
chicks are young. 

Allow for complete openings at 
in the sidewalls along the length of 
a t  or near the floor and near the e 
house. Panels are necessary for 
opening the houses as  the weather 

dividual , 

type of 
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Ventilation in the broiler house 
constant attention, especially du 
and spring months. Quick c 
weather demand prompt 
ventilation panels or windo 
weather, the wall openings should be 
allowing enough air moveme 
ter dry, but a t  the same t i  
sive drafts which chill the 

Roof and Sidinrl 
Aluminum or galvanized i 

the roof and walls is recomm 
be purchased in sheets of varyi 



Disinfect the hause with a 3 to 5 percent eresol 
solution, using a power sprayer. 

t y  of their wooden frames as  much as  60 per- 
cent. 

Premises 
When the broiler house is completed, the 

area around i t  should be seeded with grass. 
This adds to the appearance and keeps dust to 
a minimum. An area covered by grass tends to 
be cooler; however, frequent mowing is rec- 
ommended to prevent grass and weeds from 
obstructing the air movement througb +he 
floor line ventilators. 

knitation Before (hicks Arrive 
Thoroughly clean ceiling, rafters, walls 

and floor of the broiler house between broods. 
Wash the inside of the house with a pressure 
hose before you remove the old litter. This 
prevents the floor from becoming muddy and 
reduces the  dust when removing the old litter. 

After the house is clean, it should be dis- 
infeoted with a solution containing 3 to 5 per- 
cent cresol. The disinfectant should be applied 
with a power sprayer. Repair and scrub all 
equipment, disinfect waterers, feeders and 
brooders with a quaternary ammonium solu- 
tion. 

Provide clean litter 3 inches deep; wood 
shavings, cane litter and peanut hulls are 

eehanical litter removers now are availabie. Thki among the common materials used. One bale 
e can load a 2,500 pound fertilizer s p d e r  in will cover 70 to'100 square feet about 3 inches 
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3. Disinfect soles 
maintained in a 

. . 
4. Keep chicks of only one age together 

Never let chicks come in contact with old hens 

I If possible, have chicks of only one age on the 
farm at a time 

drink 2 pounds of water for every. gourd of 
feed consurnty?. rn hot weather, this fatia say 
~ r ~ s e  to as much as 4 pounds of wqtb to Wkm 
p ~ m d  of feed, Resesrch indica- that if bjmltf* - 
have to go farthdr than 10 feet for water, they 



Bulk feed bins provide substantial Mechanical feeders are essential in An automatic Ett& 
savings in labor. larger broiler operations. result in coluviderlrbM 

the mecnanical waterers. Remove the fountains larger, elevate the edge of the fe 
as the chicks learn to use the automatic wa- shoulder height of the average bird 
terers. This lessens the feed waste and keepra 

of the troughs. Feed troughs shoul 
Five %foot mechanical waterers per 1,000 level. 

birds, or 1 linear inch of drinking space per 
bird is recommended. Distribute the waterers 
evenly over the floor area. Keep the height of 
the water troughs adjusted to the shoulder 
height of the average bird in the house. This 
keeps debris out of the water troughs. 

-.. Feeders 
Bulk feed bins and mechanical feeders 

provide substantial savings in labor. They 
should be operated according to the manufac- 
turer's recommendations. 

Baby chicks should begin eating from 
chick box lids a t  floor level. If you are going 
to use mechanical feeders, feed the birds from 
these chick lids only until the birds become ac- 
customed to eating from the automatic feed- 
ers. Usually, this is less than 2 weeks. Begin 
with the mechanical feed trough a t  ground lev- 
el. However, if you are going to use regular 
trough feeders or tube feeders, place a few on 
the -floor inside the brooder guard when the 
chicks are put down. After 4 days, remove the 
box lids and reduce the feed level of feeders to 
one-half full. This prevents waste by "billing." 
All broiler feeders should have a lip to deflect 

Tube feeders are the most efficient t feed "billed" by the birds. As the birds grow feeders. 
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abor. 

Feed represents about two-thirds of the 
~ o s t  of producing broilers; therefore it cannot 
be wasted. 

Feed trough recommendations : 

Age Feed space per bird 
(inches) 

Through 2 weeks 1 
3 through 6 weeks 2 
7 weeks to market 3 

Debea king 
Removal of a portion of the bird's beak is 

the only effective way to control cannibalism. 
Debeaked birds show significantly better feed 
conversion, market grades and livability than 
nondebeaked birds, 

The two most popular ages for debeaking 
broilers are 1 day and 10 to 14 days of age. 
Most research has shown that differences in 
growth between birds debeaked a t  1 versus 10 
to 14 days of age are slight, if any. However, 
most growers feel that stresses are less if birds 
are 10 to 14 days of age before they are de- 
bea#ed. 

" Several methods of debeaking are in gen- 
eral use. In block debeaking, one-third of both 
the upper and lower beak is removed. A sec- 
ond method is remcyigg two-thirds of only the 
upper beak. ~ n o t h h r  way is to remove one- 
third of the upper beak and the tip of the lower 
beak. The first and second methods are used 
only on lday-old birds, whereas the third 
method is used mainly on older birds. 

For l-day-old or 10-day-old birds, a spec la^ 

attachment should be applied to  regular elec- 
tric debeakers to prevent removal of too much 
beak. You may also use an electric shear-type 
machine which removes the beak with i ts sharp 
blade, but does not cauterize the end of the 
beak. When debeaking 10-day-old birds, use a 
debeaker that will cauterize the cut to prevent 
excessive bleeding and death. 

Livability or Y'I percent or ~ e t t e r  is re- 
quired for best results. A vaccination program 
is necessary to  help control infectious bron- 
chitis and Newcastle diseases. 

Intraocular Newcastle vaccination should be 
given a t  1 day of age. Mewcastle vaccine can 
be administered in drinking water; however, 
birds should be 7 to 10 days of age. Infectious 
bronchitis vaccine should be administered in 
the drinking water 10 days after the New- 
castle vaccination. Although it is possible to 
administer the two vaccines in combination, 
the immunity is not as effective as when given 
separately. 

At the time of vaccination, increase the 
brooder heat a few degrees to prevent birds 
from becoming chilled. Ask your county agri- 
culturaI agent for a copy of L-241, A Suggested 
Vaccination Program for Chickens. 

If you have a decline in feed consumption, 
or if birds show any signs of an "off" condi- 
tion, get a prompt, qualified diagnosis by a 
poultry diagnostician and begin corrective 
treatment immediately. 

Removal of a portion of the bid's beak is the d y  
effective way to control cannibalism. 



Medication barrels are useful in administering 
water vaccines and other water-soluble medicants. 

Use a pit to dispose of dead birds. A 100 

...- cubic foot pit will take care of the normal mor- 
tality of a 10,000 broiler flock. Ask your county 
agriculturalagentforacopyof L401,Poultry 
Disposal Pits. 

Use a pit to dispose of dead birds. 
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You should f ull-f eed broilerg 
to obtain early market weights. 
broiler prestarter is recommende 
2 weeks. This is a high 

high-protein form 
rapid start  and b 

week. The starter has a sl 
protein and higher level of energy than 
starter. In the broiler finisher fed 
fifth or sixth week until marketing, 
tein level is decreased 2 to 3 percent 
energy content again is increased to fi 
birds as quickly as  possible. 

Pigmentation continues to be 
in broiler production. Research indic 
level of pigmenting feeds is not ne 
ti1 the finishing period, which begi 
prior to marketing. Dehydrated alf 
corn gluten meal and yellow corn a r  
effective ingredients available for 
tion of broilers. Not more than 2 or 3 
required for the broiler to assirnilah 
pigments from the feed and deposit 
color in the f a t  immediately under t 

During summer months, feed 
is considerably better. This means i t  
feed to produce a pound of gain 
weather than in cold weather, eve 
summer birds are somewhat lighter tn 
During cold weather, an extra a 
is required to maintain body 
Therefore, in cold weather, it pays 
grower to keep his brooder heat 
birds are 6 weeks of age and w 
Supplying birds with external heat 
than providing extra feed. 

Feed (onversion 
A commonly used figure to evd  

broiler management is "pounds of 
pound of gain." This figure is cal 
viding the total pounds of feed 
the total weight of broilers market 



(atching Broilers take place in a completely darkened house un- 
less blue lights are used. Although broiIer 

Of all the phases of broiler production, catching is considered a menial task by most 
broiler catching has changed the least. Broilers growers, the effects of improper handling are 
are still caught in groups of four and placed significant on the final market grade. Bruises 
in coops. Birds should be caught and handled caused by rough handling account for consid- 
by the lower part of the shank. This must erable loss of profit. 
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- - - Your County 

EXTENSION AGENTS ' .  . can furnish you the latest information on farm- 
ing, ranching and homemaking. They represent a 

• both The Texas A. & M. College. System and the 
United States Department of Agriculture in your • 

• county. . 
• Most county extension agents have their offices 

in the county courthouse or agriculture building. 
They welcome your visits, calls or letters for • • assistance. . 

• This publication is one of many prepared by the - 

Texas Agricultural Extension Service to present • 
• up-to-date, authoritative information, based on 

results of research. Extension publications are e 
• avaiIable from your local agents or from the 

Agricultural Information Office, 
College Station, Texas. . . . . . . . . . . 
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