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The Geological Survey is making a geologie
map of the United States, which necessitates the
preparation of a topographic base map. The
two are beinyg issned together in the form of an
atlas, the parts of which are called folios, KEach
folio comsists of a topographic base map and
geologic maps of a small area of country, together
with explanatory and descriptive texts,

THE TOPOGRAPHIC MAP.

The features represented on the topographie
map are of three distinet kinds: (1) inequalities
of surface, called pelief, as plains, plateaus, valleys,
hills, and mountains; (2) distribution of water,
called drainaqge, as streams, lakes, and swamps:
(3) the works of man, called culture, as roads,
railroads, boundaries, villages, and cities.

Relief —All elevations are measured from mean
sea level, The heights of many peints are aceu-
rately determined, and those which are most
important are given on the map in figures.
It is desirable, however, to give the elevation of
all parts of the area mapped, to delineate the

horizontal outline, or contour, of all slopes, and to |

indicate their grade or degree of steepness. This
is done by lines connecting points of equal eleva.
tion above mean sea level, the lines being drawn
at regular vertical intervals, These lines are
called contowrs, and the uniform vertical space
between each two contours is called the confour
intervad. Contours and elevations are printed in
brown, '

The manner in which contours express eleva-
tion, form, and grade is shown in the following
sketch and corresponding contour map:

Fig. 1.—Ideal sketeh and corresponding eontonr map.

The sketch represents a river valley between
two hills. In the foreground is the sea, with a bay

whieh is partly closed by a hooked sand bar. On |
From the

terrace on the right a hill rises gradually, while |
from that on the left the ground ascends steeply
Contrasted with this precipice is |
 On the scale

each side of the valley is a terrace,

In a precipice.

the gentle descent of the slope at the left. [In the

map each of these features is indicated, directly |
beneath its position in the sketeh, by contours.

The following explanation may make clearer the
manner in which contours delineate elevation,
form, and grade:

1. A contour indicates approximately a certain
height above sea level. In this illustration the
contour interval is 50 feet; therefore the con-
tours are drawn at 50, 100, 1560, 200 feet, and so0 on,
above sea level. Along the contour at 250 feet lie
all points of the surface 250 feet above sea; and
gimilarly with any other contour,

above the lower and below the higher contour.

Thus the contour at 150 feet falls just below the |

edge of the terrace, while that at 200 feet lies

above the terrace; therefore all points on the |
'a square degree; each sheet on a scale of
containg onesixteenth of a square degree,

terrace are shown to be more than 150 but less
than 200 feet above zea. The summit of the
higher hill is stated to be 670 feet above sea:
accordingly the eontour at 650 feet surrounds it.
In this illustration nearly all the contours are
numbered, Where this is not possible, certain
contours —say every fifth one —are accentuated
and numbered; the heights of others may then
be ascertained by counting up or down from a
numbered coptour,

In the space |
between any two contours are found all elevations |

EXPLANATION.

2. Contours define the forms of slopes. Since
contours are continuous horizontal lines conform-
ing to the surface of the ground, they wind

smoothly about smooth surfaces, recede into all

reentrant angles of ravines, and project in passing | characteristic delineation of the relief, drainage,

about prominences. The relations of contour
curves and angles to forms of the landscape can

be traced in the map and sketeh.

3. Contours show the approximate grade of |

any slope. The vertical space between two con-

tours is the same, whether they lie along a ¢hiff |
or on a gentle slope; bmt to rise a given height |

on a gentle slope one must go farther than on a
steep slope, and therefore contours are far apart
on gentle slopes and near together on steep ones.

For a flat or gently undulating country a small

| the sides and corners of each sheet the names of | tion.
adjacent sheets, if published, are printed.

[ feature of suflicient 11|:L;.=;||5I1u|i.: should be Pecos-

contour interval is used ; for a steep or mountain- |

The

ous country a large interval is necessary.

smallest interval used on the atlas sheets of the |

Geologieal Survey 1s 5 feet.
regions like the Mississippi delta and the Dismal
Swamp. In mapping great mountain masses, like

This is used for |

Uses of the topographic sheet—Within the limits
of seale the topographic sheet is an accurate and |

and culture of the district represented. Viewing
the i:tllt]:ﬁmlm, map in hand, every characteristic

nizable. It should guide the traveler; serve the
investor or owner who desires to ascertain the
position and surroundings of property to be
hought or sold; save the engineer preliminary
survevs in loeating roads, railways, and irrigation
ditches; provide edueational material for schools
and homes; and serve many of the purposes of
a map for local reference,

THE GEOLOGIC MAP.

The maps |'-L=1m-..'-=il1'|t.haf_{ areal gm_ﬂng}' show by
colors and conventional signs, on the topographic |
baze map, the distribution of reck formations on

those in Colorado, the interval may be 250 feet. | the surface of the earth, and the structure-section

For intermediate relief contour intervals of 10,
2(), 25, 50, and 100 feet are used.

Dirainage— Water courses are indicated by blue |

lines.
line is drawn unbroken, but if the channel is dry

If the streams flow the year round the |

a part of the year the line is broken or dotted. |

Where a stream sinks and reappears at the sur-
face, the supposed underground course is shown

| them in one way or another.

].Hrr il i}l'ﬂkt‘ll 1IIL|.E- Hllﬁ. Ia!i]il"l“.l LHLER t'HEIE.‘_‘;’ El!ll] Ut-]“.ﬁl' -
bodies of water are also shown n blue, by appro- |

priate conventional signs. 1

Culture—~The works of man, such as roads,
railroads, and towns, together with boundaries of
townships, counties, and States, and artificial
details, are printed in black.

Seales—The area of the United States (exclud-
ing Alaska) is about 3,025,000 square miles. On
a map with the scale of 1 mile to the inch this
would cover 3,025,000 square inches, and to
accommodate it the paper dimensions would need
to be about 240 by 180 feet. Each square mile
of ground surface would be represented by a
square inch of map surface, and one linear mile
on the ground would be represented by a linear
inch on the map. This relation between distance
in nature and corresponding distance on the map is
called the seale of the map. In this, case it is “1
mile to an ineh.” The seale may be expressed also
by a fraction, of which the numerator is a length
on the map and the denominator the correspond-
ing length in nature expressed in the same unit.
Thus, as there are 633860 inches in a mile, the
scale of “1 mile to an inch” is expressed by 4%
Both of these methods are used on the maps of
the Geological Survey. :

Three scales are used on the atlas sheets of

the Geological Survey; the smallest is ' the
intermediate -zl and the largest i . These |

correspond approximately to 4 miles, 2 miles,

and 1 mile on the ground to an inch on the map. |

wwm 4 square inch of map surface

represents and m}rrmpnmls m—*..-u']y to 1 square
mile; on the scale ;0 to about 4 square miles;
and on the scale gl to about 16 square miles,
At the bottom of each atlas sheet the scale is

| expressed in three different ways, one being a
eraduated line representing miles and parts of

miles in English inches, another indicating dis-

tance in the metric system, and a third giving the |

fractional scale.

Atlas sheets and guadrangles.— The map is
being published in atlas sheets of convenient size,
\\'I]i(:h are 'I,If_'llllli]{’:l'] ]J‘j' llElI"-'l].]H]ﬁ fl-“l] IIIH]"EI-H{I.I]H.
The corresponding four-cornered portions of ter-
ritory are called guadrangles.  Each sheet on
the scale of o' contains one square degree, 1, e, a
degree of latitude by a degree of longitude ; each

| surface are ecalled artrusive,

sheet on the seale of 'y, contains one-quarter of |

LA
1

areas of the corresponding quadrangles are about
4000, 1000, and 256 square miles, respectively,
The atlas sheets, being only parts of one map of
the United States, are laid out without regard to
the boundary lines of the States, counties, or town-
ships. To each sheet, and to the quadrangle it

o |
The |

represents, is given the name of some well-known |
town or natural feature within its 1i111it.~+1 and at

[ known and in such detail as the seale permits.

[ rocks, and all other rocks have been derived from

map shows their underground relations, as far as

KINDE OF ROCKS.
Rocks are of many kinds. The original crust
of the earth was probably composed of igneous

Atmospheric agencies gradually break up igne-
ous rocks, forming superficial, or susficial, deposits
of clay, sand, and gravel. Deposits of this eclass
have been formed on land surfaces since the
earliest geologie time. Through the transporting
agencies of streams the surficial materials of all
ages and origing are carried to the sea, where,
ulung with material derived from the land |r1\."
the action of the waves on the coast, they form
sedimentary rocks. These are usually hardened
into conglomerate, sandstone, shale, and limestone,
hllt. tilt‘ll}' ]]]!1}' I'l.'-'rllu'litl ||.||{'ﬂIJHU]il]-'It{’.1-I "]]l:]_ “-t.i]l ]ll_‘,‘
called “rocks” by the geologist, though popularly
known as gravel, sand, and clay.

From time to time in geologic history igneous |
and sedimentary rocks have been deeply buried, |

consolidated, and raised again above the surface
of the water. In these processes, through the
agencies of pressure, movement, and chemical
action, they arve often greatly altered, and in this
condition they are called metamaorphic rocks. .
Igneons rocks—These are rocks which have
As
]:]H,S ] el eX ll].?lll Iif‘.ﬂ.], Hf:fl] i]]]ﬁT] t.El !'}" I ]{ 5 Wele
deposited on the original igneons rocks. Through
the igneous and sedimentary rocks of all :1;3:{4::'
]]]ﬂ‘]t{‘n |II:lt.E’.]"|.'|.]. }]Ilﬂ- rI'U‘“I tilll{'ﬁ fis I.i.IIIH |jlt’!l.‘!ll flll‘ﬂ_:.[_"{l
1111!.1.':1!1]J to or near the surface, and there consoli-
dated. When the channels or vents into which |
this molten material 18 forced do not reach t]u:i

cooled and consolidated from a liguid state.

| R 5 5 y |
| surface, it may consolidate in cracks or fissures |

crossing the bedding planes, thus forming dikes, |
or spread out between the strata in large botlies,
called sheets or laccoliths, or form large irregular
cross-cutting masses, called stocks. Such rocks are
called ¢nfrusive. Within théir rock inclosures
they cool slowly, and hence are generally of erys. |
talline texture. When the channels reach the |
surface the lavas often flow out and build "i‘:
volcanoes. These lavas cool rapidly in the air, |
acquiring a glassy or, more often, a partially crys- !

" LI Al |
talline condition. They are usually more or less |

porous. The igneous rocks thus formed upon the '
Jﬂh:lﬂu.-:.i'l.'(! action
often accompanies voleanic eruptions, cansing |
ejections of dust or ash and larger "T'.‘l:'_""llll‘.lltrl-.
These materials when constitute
breecias, agglomerates, and tuffs. The ash when
carried into lakes or seas may hecome stratified, so
as to have the structure of sedimentary rocks. _

The age of an igneous rock. is often difticult or
impﬂsﬁ.iblu to determine. When it cuts across a
sedimentary rock it is younger than that rock,
and when a sedimentary rock is deposited over |
it the igneous rock is the older.

Under the influence of dynamic and chemieal
forces an igneous rock may be metamorphosed.
The alteration may involve only a rearrangement
of its minute particles or it may be aceompanied
I)}' auhﬂllbﬂ: i'[], ﬂ]li:,'-lllit.'ﬁ!i] .iL“ll IllillﬁI'?l]{]gi!! {'Gllll}ﬂ"‘jiv |

consolidated

Further, the structure of the rock may he

::-h:Lugml by the development of planes of divi-

sion, so that it splits in one direction more easily
than in others. Thus a granite may pass into a
eneiss, and from that into a mica-schist.

Sedimentary rocks—These comprise all rocks
which have been deposited under water, whether
in sea, lake, or stream. They form a very large
part of the dry land.

When the materials of which sedimentary rocks
are composed are carried as solid particles by
water and deposited as gravel, sand, or mud, the
deposit is called a mechaniecal sediment. These
may become hardened into conglomerate, sand-
stone, or shale. When the material is carried in
solution by the water and is deposited without
the aid of life, it is called a chemical sediment;
if deposited with the aid of life, it is called an
organic sediment. The more important rocks
formed from chemical and organic deposits are
limestone, chert, gypsum, salt, iron ore, peat,
lignite, and coal. Any one of the above sedi-
mentary deposits may be separately formed, or
the different materials may be intermingled in

| many ways, producing a great variety of rocks.

Sedimentary rocks are usually made up of
layers or beds which can be easily separated.
These layers are called strata. Rocks deposited
in snccessive layers ave said to be stratified.

The surface of the earth is not fixed, as it seems
to be; it very slowly rises or sinks over wide
expanses, and as 1t rises or subsides the shore lines
of the ocean are changed : areas of déposition may
rise above the water and Dbecome land areas, and
land areas may sink below the water and become
areas of deposition. If North America were
gradually to sink a thonsand feet the sea would

Mlow over the Atlantic coast and the Mississippi
.and Ohio valleys from the Gulf of Mexico to the

Great Lakes; the Appalachian Mountains would
become an archipelago, and the ocean’s shore
would traverse Wisconsin, Iowa, and Kansas, and
extend thence to Texas. More extensive changes

. than this have repeatedly occurred in the past. '

The character of the original sediments may be
changed by chemical and dynamic action so as to
produce metamorphie rocks. In the metamor-
phism of a sedimentary rock, just as in the meta-
morphism of an igneous rock, the substances of
which it is composed may enter into new com-
binations, or new substances may be added.
When these processes arve complete the sedimen-
tary rock becomes crystalline.  Sueh changes

transform sandstone to quartzite, limestone to
'marble, and modify other rocks according to

their composition. A system of parallel division
planes 18 often produced, which may cross the
original beds or strata at any angle. Rocks
divided by such planes are called slates or schists.

Rocks of any period of the earth’s history may
be more or less altered, but the younger forma-
tions have generally escaped marked metamor.
phism, and the oldest sediments known, though
generally the most altered, in some localities
remain essentially unchanged.

Surficial rocks—These embrace the soils, clays,
sands, gravels, and bowlders that cover the surface,
whether derived from the breaking up or disinte-
gration of the underlying rocks by atmospherie
agencies or from glacial action. Surficial rocks
that are due to disintegration are produced chiefly
by the action of air, water, frost, animals, and
plants. They consist mainly of the least soluble
parts of the rocks, which remain after the more
soluble parts have been leached out, and hence
are known'as residual produects. Soils and sub-
soils are the most important. Residual accumu-
lations are often washed or blown into valleys or
other depressions, where “they lodge and form
deposits that grade into the sedimentary elass.
Surficial rocks that are due to glacial action are
formed of the products of disintegration, together
with bowlders and fragments of rock rubbed from
the surface and ground together. These are
spread irregularly over the territory occupied
by the ice, and form a mixture of clay, pebbles,
and bowlders which is known as till, It may
oceur as a sheet or beé bunched into hills and
ridges, forming moraines, drumlins, and other
special forms. Much of this mixed material was
\\'i‘l.‘ihl‘!li ﬂ.“-'ﬂ:f rI'UIII t-]ll"! iﬂ".ff: -'I-."'\-.”-UI:'[-HEI I.I:F' 'I.'I.'EI.LGI'} ﬂ.Ill_l



DESCRIPTION OF THE HARTVILLE QUADRANGLE.

GEOGRAPHY.
GENERAL RELATIONS.

Avrea and position.—The Hartville quadrangle
extends in latitnde from 42° to 42° 30, and in
longitude from 104° 30" to 105°. Iis length is
.'H "1 miles (55.5 kilometers) and its average width

5.6 miles (41.2 kilometers), giving an area of
HE-}.HJ square miles (2231.7 square kilometers).
It includes a little more than one-eighth of Laramie
County, Wyo., lying near the center of the north-
ern half of that county. It is situated near the
western margin of the Great Plains, along the
eastern flank of the Rocky Mountains. West of
the quadrangle, at a distance of about 20 miles,
is the eastern base of the Laramie Mountains, of

which uplift the mountainous northern portion |

of the quadrangle may be considered a part.
TOPOGRAPHY,

Relief —The range of altitude within the quad-
rangle is moderate. The greatest difference in
elevation amounts to only 1525 feet, and the
extremes are about 22 miles apart. The lowest
point is at the eastern margin, in the valley of
North Platte River, northeast of Fort Laramie,
where the altitude is 4225 feet above sea level;
the highest point is at the northern margin, a
little more than 5 miles northeast of 4 J Ranch,
where an altitude of 5750 feet is reached. The
highest portions are toward the northern and
southern margins, and from these regions there
is a general slope toward North Platte River.
The maximum difference in elevation for any one
part of the quadrangle is in Haystack Range, on
the east side of Whalen Canyon, where the rise
from the stream bed to the summit of the range,
in a distance of one mile, is nearly 1000 feet.

One of the most marked topographic features
of the quadrangle is the eliff whose southern
end forms the western wall of Whalen Canyon,
and whieh, beginning at a point about 2
east of Guernsey, runs in a north-northeasterly

direction to a point beyond the northern limit of |

the quadrangle. The height of the cliff ranges

within the quadrangle from about 100 feet at its |

southern end to more than 500 feet at the northern
border of the map. While presenting a general
uniformity of direction, the line of the chff is
sinuous, being more or less modified by erosion,
which has notehed the scarp with small xa]legfs
The top of the cliff, throughout the greater part |
of its length, is capped with a resistant quartzite; |
but I:.mltll t}f Sunrise this quartzite cap has been |
removed to a greater or less extent, and at
number of points the underlying rocks have been
so eroded as to form passes in the hills, through
several of which roads have been made,

A little more than a

southern portion resembles a shallow amphi-
theater, opening to the southwest, while the
northern and northeastern portions have the
character of a dissected platean. The upland
(which will be referred to as the Carboniferous
upland) is bounded on the east by the eliff just
described.  On the south it is bounded, roughly,
by North Platte River. On the west it term-
nates in the ridge lying east of Cassa and running
in a north-northeasterly direction. The highest
part of the rim is on the northeast.
mueh dissected, and among the resulting forms
are many scattered knobs, of no great altitude.
Some of the numerous valleys are quite open,
especially in the northern part, while in the
southern part they are mainly sharp, V-shaped
canyons. The North Platte has cut deep gorges
through both the eastern and the western rim of
the upland just described, near the southern ends.
Southeast of Cassa the gorge presents very abrupt
cliffs, having a maximum height of about 600
feet.

Just east of Whalen Canyon and its northward

miles |

third of the northern half |
of the quadrangle is occupied by an upland whose |

This area is |

By

W, 5. Tangier Smith,

| prolongation is a broken ridge, or series of ridges, | trenched by smaller mﬂe;—,s (chiefly in its lower | nearly level parts of the quadrangle above the
portion), and the main stream uccupmﬁ one of | | per ennially flowing streams, irrigation is confined,
these trenches, well over on the canyon’s eastern | in general, to the v 111&}'9 borderi ing these streams.
' Even there, on account of the 111e:xnt]ering of the
In some of the more nearly level portions of |  streams, which causes them to swing, now on one

which fm*mq the most rugged part of the quad-
rangle and one of its highest regions, Some
parts of this ridge, in the granites and schists, are
so rough that they can be traversed only on foot.
The ridge varies greatly in altitude, and at a
number of places has been cut across by erosion,
forming passes. It is connected with the eliff

already desecribed, at two points, one a rather |
elevated saddle west of Waterhole Ranch, the |
other a comparatively low pass at the north end |

of Whalen Canyon.
is known as Iaystack Range. At several points
in the southern half of this range the summits are
flat topped, being capped with nearly horizontal
beds of quartzite and limestone,

Between the Carboniferons upland and the

eastern border of the quadrangle there are, in
| addition to the ridges just described, a number

 of elevations of moderate height, formed by out-
crops of hard rocks, the lower and more level
portions of the area consisting of rather soft and
easily eroded rocks. A glance at the geologic
map will show the location of these hills. Case-
bier Hill is an exception, being formed of the

South of this pass the ridge |

softer deposits and protected from erosion by a

capping of gravel.

In the northwest corner of the guadrangle,
north of Cassa and west of the upland already
described, there is a platean-like region having a
ceneral slope to the southwest and surmounted
by several flat-topped buttes of moderate size,
This plateau is formed of hard sandstone, through
which the streams have cut steep-walled valleys
several hundred feet in depth, generally reaching
the softer beds below.

The portions of the quadrangle not already
described have a more or less uniform topography,

side.

the quadrangle the small amount of drainage
water tends to colleet in small lakes or ponds,
some of which are ephemeral. Such lakes are
found particularly in the region about Wheatland,
in the southwestern part of the quadrangle.

CLIMATE.

' side, now on the other, against the abrupt cliffs
bordering the valleys, it is impracticable in some
places to run a canal for any great distance.

The perennial streams of the quadrangle are

' North Platte and Laramie rivers and Chugwater,

| Horseshoe, and Cottonwood creeks.

The intermittent character of many of the |
| supply of the Laramie and the North Platte is so

streams is due to the dryness of the climate.

The summers are comparatively short and hot, |
| by the demands made upon them for irrigation

while the winters are long and severe. The rain-

fall is small, and during the summer months 1s |
' Cottonwood Creek is not suflicient for irrigating

generally confined to sudden showers, which,

though the precipitation may be considerable, are |
| quadrangle, but could be made so by the econ-
 struction of storage reservoirs higher up the

of so short duration, and the run-off is so rapid,
that there is small chance for saturation, even
near the surface, and the ground is soon as dry
as before. It is not uncommon for a summer
rainfall to be wholly evaporated before reaching
the ground. During the winter months the sur-

face of the ground is so cold and the air is so dry '
‘and sharp that, although a considerable amount

of snow may fall, it is, in some cases, evaporated
without apparently moistening the dust.

VEGETATION.

Most of the region south of North Platte River
is treeless, the vegetation consisting of a sparse
growth of grasses, cactus, and other low-growing
plants. The same is true of the more nearly

' level stretches north of the North Platte, east of

' the Carboniferohis upland.

' the forms being eut in rather soft though coherent |

deposits. The predominant features are broad,

The slopes of the

canyons, especially those of the more important |
| gated areas are alfalfa, wheat, oats, corn, potatoes,

stream courses, are dotted with scattered pines

| (Pinus ponderosa). On the rugged hills east of |

1
' nearly level stretches, surmounted here and there

| streams, which give rise to more or less open,
flat-bottomed v.falleys bordered by cliffs of vm':,'ing
 height and irregular contour.

by higher mesas, the whole much dissected by |

Drainage—The two main drainage lines of the |

' quadrangle are North Platte River and its tribu- |
tary, Laramie River, which rise far to the south-
| west in the mountains of northern Colorado. Both |

| streams are meandering throughout their course
in this quadrangle.
east of Guernsey, the North Platte occupies a

In its lower stretches, south- '

| flat-hottomed valley having an average width of |

about a mile, and bordered by 31{111&5; or cliffs

a | which vary in height from about 50 to 250 feet,

| and which are particularly abrupt on the south.
Northwest of Guernsey the river is confined, for
a considerable part of its course, within walls of
hard rock; but at a few points where it has had
opportunity to cut laterally (as near Wendover,

and also near Cassa), flat-floored, open valleys |

have been formed.
| Laramie River and its tributaries, Chugwater

Whalen Canyon there is a rather open growth of
pines.

The upland in the northern part of the | this quadrangle.

quadrangle, and also the hills north and north- |

east of Cassa, support a scattered growth of pines,
and some of the canyon slopes are well wooded.
Cottonwood trees are common along some of the
stream courses, also box elders, and there are
oceasional willows.

CULTURE.

As is generally the case, culture is determined
in the main by geologic and climatie conditions.
For the most part the country is too rugged or
barren to be favorable for any industry but graz-
ing. Not only is the soil thin, but water is scarce,
except along the larger stream courses, so that
settlements are not numerous.

The seattered |

farms arve mainly along the river courses, in the |

more open parts of the valleys.

exception; there the level uplands around Wheat- |

land are extensively cultivated, and settlements

Creek and North Laramie River, throughout their |

length within the quadrangle, flow through com-
paratively broad and open valleys. As is the
case with the North Platte in its lower stretches,
these valleys are bordered by slopes of varying
height and abruptness.
. Many of the streams of the quadrangle flow
intermittently for the whole or a part of their
course, their beds generally being dry except for
a short time after a rain. All the streams
which head within the quadrangle, including many
' which occupy the deeper and more important
minor canyons, are of this intermittent character,
at least for a part of their course.

Over most of the Carboniferous upland the

central axis, the streams, with a few exceptions,

way of Broom Creek.
The nearly flat floor of Whalen Canyon is

drainage, following the slopes, tends toward a |

| &
| community.

have been made at a number of places, the town |
of Wheatland being the center of the agricultural | stitute but a small part of its area.

Fort Laramie, in the eastern part of
the quadrangle, is a small settlement, the remains
of a former mlhi;al} and trading post. The town
of Guernsey, in the center of thc quadrangle, has

sprung up in the wake of the Burlington and |

Missouri River Railroad, while the settlements at
Hartville and Sunrise, a few miles to the north,
are due to the development of the iron mines of
the region.

The roads are rather numerous, and in general
are fairly good, considering the character of the
country. They follow, f{)r the most lmrb lmtl.lm]
rather than artificial lines, except in the level |
region around Wheatland, where many of them
run along the section lines, a tendency which is |

 increasing with the settlement of the region.

flowing from all sides into the North Platte by |

As a result of the seanty rainfall and the thin |
goils, irrigation is usually necessary for the raising

The southwest |
' corner of the quadrangle, however, is a marked |

Of these, all
except Cottonwood Creek are, or eonld be, utilized
directly for purposes of irrigation. The water

large that those atreams would be little affected

within this quadrangle. The supply of water in

the agricultural lands along its course within the

creek. At favorable points on some of the inter-
mittent streams, also, small storage reservoirs
might be constructed, which would furnish water
for irrigating limited areas. In fact, a number of
reservoir claims have already been taken up.

A considerable area along the lower stretches
of Horseshoe Creek within this quadrangle is
irrigated by canals and ditches. Canals have
been built, also, in the valley of the North Platte,
near Fort Laramie. The level uplands around
Wheatland are irrigated by canals and ditches
which bring water from Laramie River, about
27 miles southwest of Wheatland., About 8
miles northwest of Guernsey, and south of North
Platte River, 100 acres have been successfully
irrigated by water drawn from the river by two
centrifugal pumps. The products of these irri-

and other vegetables.

So far as known, there are no deep wells in
While some of the conditions
are favorable to artesian wells of moderate depth
in the Arikaree formation, the absence of an
impervious covering to confine the water makes
their occurrence improbable; and the likelihood
of obtaining artesian water from the rocks beneath
the Arikaree is not much greater.

GENERAL GEOLOGY.

The formations of the Hartville quadrangle
comprise metamorphic, deep-seated (plutonic)
igneous, and sedimentary rocks. They are repre-
sentatives of the Algonkian, Carboniferous, Jura-
trias, Cretaceons, Neocene, and Pleistocene systems.

METAMORPHIC ROCKS,

ALGONKIAN PERIOD.

Whalen group—The metamorphic and asso-

| clated granitic rocks underlie the sedimentary

rocks of the quadrangle, and their outerops con-
The meta-
morphic rocks (to which the name Whalen group
has been given, from their typical occurrence
along the walls of Whalen Canyon) consist of a
series of gneisses, schists, quartzites, and lime-
stones, all having their planes of schistosity
vertical or dipping at a high angle.

The rocks of the Whalen group as a whole are
found in the northeastern part of the quadrangle,
where they form the lower portion of the eliff that
borders the Carboniferous upland on the east,
extending almost to its southern limit, west of
Whalen Canyon. They also form the lower part
of the cliffs at the east side of IHartville Canyon,
and occasional outerops are found on the west
| side of the same canyon. They form a consider-

!ﬁhle portion of Haystack Range and its north-

of crops; but owing to the elevation of the more

ward extension, as well as the lower prominences
| to the south of the road south of Haystack Range,
and part of the low hills south of Waterhole



Ranch. Their strike and dip vary considerably;
some of the general directions of strike in Hay-
stack Range are indicated by the directions of
the granite and pegmatite dikes intruded in the
schists. In addition to these occurrences there
are several small areas of schist a little south of
Laramie River, about the middle of the quadrangle.

The northernmost ocenrrence of the limestones
of the Whalen group is a little more than a mile
from the northern edge of the quadrangle, in the
lower part of the cliff forming the eastern border
of the Carboniferons upland. Thence they, fol-
low the cliff to the northern limit of the granites,
northwest of Waterhole Ranch, and south of this
they not only form a part of the cliff, but occupy
a large portion of the valleys between the chif
and the granites. They are generally dark gray,
fine grained and rather thin bedded, dipping at a
very high angle and having a general strike in
the direetion of the valleys. They are always
siliceons, containing many threads, veins, or thin
sheets of silica, which run mainly in the direction
of the bedding planes. In places they contain
rather thin interbedded layers of yellowish
quartzite, and are associated with a greater or less
amount of schistose quartzite, containing occa-
sional thin interstratified lenses of limestone.
The limestones, which run in a west-southwesterly
direction, eross the low divide at the head of
‘Whalen Canyon and for the most part follow the
western side of that canyon to a point about 2
miles south of Frederick, where they disappear.
The limestones on the eastern border of the strip
deseribed are usually resistant to weathering, and
form a series of low hills or ridges within the
valley which they follow.

Another oceurrence of the limestones begins
just west and south of Sunrise, and follows the
eanyon from Sunrise to Hartville, then the eastern
side of Hartville Canyon for about a mile to the
southeast, where it turns to the east and follows
the ridge a little more than a mile south of Sun-
rise, till it reaches Whalen Canyon, where it ends.
The limestone forms here a rather broad strip,
covering the whole of this ridge and extending
a short distance north of it. Along this ridge
the strike of the rocks is east and west, with a
very high dip to the north. The limestones of
this area are much like those of the area to the
north. They are always more or less siliceous,
and everywhere contain numerous narrow quartz
seams. The color is gray or pink, the pink rocks
being somewhat translucent in thin fragments,
The limestones are associated with a minor pro-
portion of a more or less calcareous quartzite.
At two points there were seen beds of pink,
schistose, siliceous limestone, about 50 feet thick,
the schistose surfaces silvery with minute flakes
of light-colored miea. This limestone contains a
considerable percentage of magnesium, together
with more or less iron in the form of ferrous
carbonate.

Another area of gray and pink siliceous lime-
stone beds, having a general strike a little south
of east, oceurs along the edge of the hills north
of Guernsey, outcropping at intervals from the
west bank of North Platte River just south of
Fairbank, on the west, to Whalen Canyon on the
east. These limestones are associated mainly
with amphibole-schists.

Quartzites and mieaceous schists form the
greater part of the exposed rocks of the Whalen

group, and in places they grade into each other |

so that no definite separation can be made. The
quartzites are generally rather dark-gray, fine-
grained rocks, with a more or less pronounced
schistose character. As already mentioned under
the limestones, some of these quartzites are more
or less ealcareons. Under the microscope they
are seen to be composed largely of a mosaic of
small quartz grains, of variable dimensions, with
a more or less marked banded arrangement. In
most of these rocks many of the quartz grains
are elongated in the direction of the plane of
schistosity.  Associated with the quartz is a
variable amount of muscovite and biotite, the
latter usually predominating. In addition to this
there is sometimes a minor proportion of feldspar.
The micaceous schists range from a fine- and even-
grained quartzitic rock to a moderately coarse-
grained rock having abundant broad flakes of
mica. DBoth muscovite and biotite are plentiful,
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the latter usually in excess.
also found here and there. The schists are
generally dark gray to nearly black. Since both
the sehists and the quartzites dip everywhere at
a high angle, their weathered surfaces are often
rendered extremely rough by projecting points
and slabs of the rock. The finer-grained rocks
frequently tend to break up, vertically, into
splintery fragments from a fraction of an inch to
6 or 7 feet in length, In the schists and quartzites
around Whalen Canyon white quartz veins are
common, their width ranging from an inch or two
up to about 2 feet. These rocks generally have
a fairly constant dip for considerable distances,
but at one or two points, in the neighborhood of
the numerons pegmatite dikes southwest of Gov-
ernment Farm, they are much contorted.

Besides the micaschists, the Whalen group
contains schists of which amphibole 1s the pre-
dominant mineral. These amphiboleschists, so
far as observed, are to be found mainly on the
west side of Whalen Canyon. They are either
fine grained, with a pronounced schistosity, or,
more commonly, of mieroscopic grain and gener-
ally slaty character, cleaving into thin plates
with rather smooth surfaces of separation. Under
the microscope they are seen to be composed
mainly of quartz and a light-green hornblende,
with, in some cases, a few scattered flakes of
biotite.

In addition to these massive, finegrained
amphibole-schists there are a few narrow dikes of
coarser-grained, gneissic, amphibole roeks oceur-
ring with the schists on the east side of Whalen
Canyon. They are composed largely of horn-
blende, with a minor proportion of feldspar
(mainly orthoclase) and a still smaller amount of
quartz, and, in addition, contain scattered grains
of magnetite.

The gneisses associated with the schists and
quartzites of the Whalen group are of rather
limited occurrence, being found mainly in the
isolated hills south of Waterhole Ranch, along
the eastern slopes of the northern end of IHay-
stack Range, and in the hills to the north, near
the limit of the gramite. They are generally
medium to rather fine grained, and dark gray in
color,

The Whalen group, being overlain by Carbon-
iferons rocks, must belong to an earlier period.
It is possible that the group was once covered by
deposits older than the Carboniferous, but if so
they must have been wholly removed before the
Carboniferous sediments were laid down, since
there are now no traces of intermediate deposits.
The Whalen group is entirely different from any
of the rocks younger than those of Algonkian age
oceurring along the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountaing, and it clogely resembles the Algonkian
of the Black Hills core. In both distriets the
sedimentary rocks are penetrated by granitie
intrusions and metamorphosed, and are separated
from the overlying deposits by a great uncon-
formity. The group is accordingly assigned to
the Algonkian, on the basis of lithologie character
and general relations,

Small garnets are

IGNEOUS ROCKS.

ALGONKIAN PERIOD.

Granite—The granitic rocks of the quadrangle |
| considerable size, up to nearly a foot in width.

are found over a comparatively limited avea,
penetrating the metﬂmnrphﬂscd strata of the
Whalen group. They include several varieties,
though they are mainly confined to two
ately coarsegrained granite and a pegmatite.
The former occurs both in masses of eonsiderable
size and in dikelike bodies which follow in a
general way the bedding of the schists, and range
in thickness from a fraction of an inch to several
hundred feet. In some places the dikes are very
numerous. Where the granite is massive the
areas are usually elongated in a direction
roughly parallel to the strike of the schists,. The
rock has a general grayish appearance at a dis-
tance, though in most cases it is seen, on a nearer
view, to be characterized by a more or less pro-
nounced reddish tinge. In some localities it
presents a well-defined system of joints,
granite weathers in bold, rounded forms, giving
rise to generally rugged topography.

Owing to differential weathering the surface

|
a moder- |

The !

of the rock is usually rough, and the prominence []ine which can be followed nearly the entire

of the comparatively large feldspars gives it a
generally porphyritic appearance. The essential
constituents are feldspar, quartz, and biotite, The
feldspars are mainly orthoclase and microcline,

| with a minor proportion of plagioclase (albite or

oligoclase). The potash feldspars in the rock
generally have a reddish tinge. The quartz
oceurs in scattered glassy patches, which under
the microscope are seen to be aggregates of small
quartz grains, DBiotite is usually the only ferro-
magnesian mineral present, though here and there
a small proportion of green hornblende is found.
The granite gives some evidence of having been
subjected to erushing since its intrusion.

The areas at the southern end of Haystack
Range and just northeast of Frederick appear to
be composed wholly (except for a few dikes
of pegmatite and aplite) of the coarse-grained
aranite. A considerable part of the area west of
Waterhole Ranch, including the occurrence at
the head of Whalen Canyon, is also of this
oranite, as are, for the most part, the dikes
already referred to.

In addition to the granite just described, there
are several varieties of granitic rocks (exclusive
of the pegmatite and aplite) which form a minor
proportion of the ridge west and of the hills
south of Waterhole Ranch. They occur massive
in the former locality and in dikes in the latter.
They range from a medinm to a rather fine grain,
and are in part hornblende-granites and in part
biotite-granites. The amount of contained plagio-
clase is variable, and some of the rocks are to be
classed with the monzonites rather than with
the granites.

Cutting the areas of granite which have been
described, or near their margins, are oceasional
dikes of a fine-grained, light-colored aplite, which
in most cases is free from Pegmatite,
though occurring under somewhat similar condi-
tions, is found mainly in two local groups of
dikes cutting the rocks of the Whalen group.
One of these groups is in the western end of the
hills just south of Waterhole Ranch; the other is
in the IHaystack Range, southwest of Govern-
ment Farm. The dikes range in width from 2 or
3 inches up to about 25 feet in the northern
aroup, and to several hundred yards in the
southern series. The majority of them have
a generally parallel direction, with a tendency to
follow the strike of the rocks into which they
are intruded. In addition to these two groups
there are a number of dikes of coarse pegmatite
cutting the granites and schists in the hills just
sontheast of Government Farm. They vary in
width from a fraction of a foot up to about 4 feet,
and either follow the strike of the rocks or eut
across it at a small angle. As a rule the pegma-
tite is coarse grained, though it varies consider-
ably. The larger dikes are not always the coarser
orained, the opposite being sometimes the case.
A number of dikes which are coarse grained in
the center have narrow, fine-grained margins.
The pegmatite is generally white, or nearly so,
but two dikes were seen in which the rock was
of a palereddish shade. Much of the pegmatite
consists of quartz and orthoclase, the individual
erystals having a maximum diameter of several
feet., A number of the dikes contain thin plates
of muscovite, many of them small, but some of

mica.

In the southern group of dikes black tourmaline

| erystals are common, either near the margins of

the dike or scattered through it. They vary con-
siderably in size, oceurring as small needles in
some dikes, even the coarser grained, while in
several instances they are unusually large, reach-
ing a maximum length of about 3 feet.

SEDIMENTARY ROCKS.

CARBONIFEROUS PERIOD.

Guernsey formation.—The Guernsey formation
consists of limestone with some sandstone and
quartzite members, resting unconformably upon
the planed-off surface of the Whalen group and
the intruded granites. This surface, wherever
seen in section, appears to be almost perfectly

even. On the face of the cliff bordering the Car-

| honiferous u p]un:i on the east the contact between

the two formations is seen as an almost straight

length of the cliff, a distance of between 15 and
20 miles. The rocks of the formation outerop
along the line of this cliff from the northern edge
of the quadrangle to a point east of Hartville,
South of this point they occur as isolated areas
capping the summits of the hills east of Hartville
Canyon, and also as a rather narrow strip along
the western side of the canyon. This strip con-
nects with the strip just described as bordering
the cliff of the Carboniferous upland. In addi-
tion to these occurrences there are exposures of
the formation in the hills both north and south
of Waterhole Ranch. Small areas also oceur
capping a number of the granitic summits in the
southern part of Haystack Range and a hill of
Algonkian schists just south of that range.

The formation ranges in thickness from about
75 feet to about 200 feet, the variation being due
to the irregularities of its upper surface produced
by erosion prior to the deposition of the sedi-
ments of the overlying Hartville formation.

The following section from near Fairbank will
show the general character of the beds composing
the formation:

Geolagic seelion of Guernsey formalion.

Fient.
Redd gquartzite of the Hartville formation.........
LILEV T g1 e s
Dark-gray, fine.graiuved limestone, about........ &0
Light-gray, fine-grained limestone, about..,..... 40
Fine-grained gray limestone with purplish tinge,

R WL I e g e e R e, R I O a0
Yellow, line-grained, massive lestone, ... 18
Red fossiliferous sandstone.. ..........ocoooiiaaan. L]
Fine-grained gray limestone. ...........0cc00na.0. 0
Moderately coarse-grained calenreous sandstones,

dull reddish or yellowish in color............... 4
Nearly white conglomeratic guartzite, at the

R e e e e e e et 1

Unconformity.

The lowest member of the formation is a
quartzite, usually light colored or nearly white,
though frequently with reddish streaks or with
a generally reddish tinge. Where weathered it
is commonly brownish or yellowish. It is in part
fine grained, and in part conglomeratic, especially
near its base. The original sandstone or con-
glomerate of which it is composed has been
cemented by silica into a hard quartzite. The
conglomerate ranges from fine grained to rather
coarse grained, all the pebbles, in general, being
composed of quartz, although at a few places
pebbles of schist oceur associated with those of
quartz,

The quartzite, though thin (varying in thick-
ness from about 3 to about 20 feet), 1s persistent
over the area of the Guernsey formation exposed
in the quadrangle, and is important topographi-
cally, since, owing to ifs resistant character,
erosion has left it at a number of points eapping
cliffs and forming flat-topped hills where the
overlying red quartzite of the Hartville formation
has been removed.

The beds overlying the conglomeratic quartzite
include both sandstone and limestone, and are
somewhat variable in continuity and in thickness,
Of these beds, the gray fossiliferous limestones
near the top of the formation are the most impor-
tant and the most persistent. In physical char-
acter these limestones much resemble the Pahasapa
limestone of the Black Hills, of which they may
be representatives for this region,

Hartville formation.—On the uneven surface
produced by erosion of the upper beds of the
Guernsey formation the sediments of the Hart-
ville formation were laid down. The outerops of
the rocks of this formation cover a considerable
part of the northern half of the quadrangle. The
largest area is in the Carboniferous upland north-
west of Guernsey, where, with few exceptions,
they form the surface rocks.

The Carboniferous rocks in this whole region
have been unequally eroded, so that they are
much thinner on the east than on the west;
nevertheless, the boundaries of what has been
called the Carboniferous upland conform very
closely to those of this area of these rocks, and its
ceneral form is an index of the underlying strue-
ture of the formation, to which it is largely due.
This structure consists of several simple folds,
whose axes pitch, on the whole, gently to the
sonthwest. They rise toward the north, and to
the south pitch under the Tertiary deposits.
The eentral part of the Carboniferous upland is a



very open synclinal trough. The western rim is
formed by an anticline having a comparatively
steep dip to the west and a gentle dip toward
the east; the eastern rim is part of an anticline
having a gentle slope to the west and a steeper
slope to the east. The summit of this eastern
anticline has been cut into and largely removed
by erosion. Its former position is marked in part
by the southern and more open portion of Whalen
Canyon, and by the northern end of Haystack
Range. These characters are brought out on the
Structure Section sheet. LooRed at more broadly,
the region just described is seen to be the southern
portion of a more extensive domeshaped uplift,
somewhat modified by minor folds.

There are, in addition to this large area of the
Hartville formation, the smaller areas already
mentioned as oceurring toward the eastern margin
of the quadrangle, a small area just south of Bear
Creek near the western margin of the quadrangle,
and a number of small patches in the region
around Guernsey.

The Hartville formation has a thickness of
about 700 feet, and consists mainly of limestone,
with a minor proportion of sandstone and a still
smaller amount of shale, these rocks oceurring in
beds which vary in thickness from somewhat less
than a foot to more than 50 feet. The thickness
of the individual beds also varies somewhat from
point to point, and in some cases they wedge out
and disappear.

The limestones are fine grained and compaet,
generally light to dark gray, though frequently
with a reddish or purplish tinge, and occasionally
of a pale yellowish shade. Many of the beds
are more or less siliceons, and a number of them
contain impure chalcedony (chert) in scattered
nodules or strings of nodules, or in thin sheets.
The sandstones are medinm grained, and for the
most part occur in thin beds intercalated with
the limestones. They range in thickness from 6
inches to about 50 feet, the majority of the beds
being from 2 to 5 feet thick. Several exhibit
cross bedding. The rocks are generally gray or
pale buff to nearly white, though a few of the
beds are red. Most of the sandstones are more
or less ealeareous, especially the gray beds,

At the base of the formation is a medinm-
grained sandstone, nearly everywhere cemented
by siliea into a hard quartzite. It has an average
thickness of about 50 feet, and is generally char-
acterized by a deep brownish-red “color, usually
with streaks or patches of white. In places it
is entirely' white, or shows only a tinge of red.
Owing to the erosion of the surface on which
these rocks were laid down, the line of contact is

very uneven, and occasional tongues of the red |

quartzite project downward into the rocks beneath,
some of them 100 feet or more below the general
level of the bottom of the quartzite. These pro-
jecting tongues of quartzite form marked features
on the face of the ecliffs about a mile east of
Guernsey and on both sides of North Platte River
at Fairbank (see figs, 8 and 4, on the Illustration
sheet). The bottom bed, like the basal quartzite
of the Guernsey formation, is resistant to weather-
ing, and as a consequence we find either the lower
quartzite alone, or both beds, with the intervening
sandstones and limestones, not only capping the
greater part of the cliff which borders the Car-
boniferous upland on the east, but also forming the
Carboniferous outliers in the hills on the east side
of Whalen Canyon, and capping wholly or in part
the hills north and south of Waterhole Ranch.

In addition to the sandstones and limestones,
there are several beds of shale or clay in the
lower portion of the Hartville formation. They
are for the most part of a deepreddish color,
though partly grayish green, or red flecked with
oreen. They tend, in part at least, to separate
into thin, papery fragments.

The rocks of the Hartville formation are in
general resistant to weathering, and where they
have been exposed by the removal of the over-
lying rocks, or have been cut into by streams,
the massive limestones of which the formation is
largely composed tend to form abrupt ecliffs.
Where erosion is rapid the canyons formed are
narrow and steep walled. This 1s espeeially
noticeable in the gorges cut by the North Platte,
where the cliffs have a maximum height of about
600 feet (see fig. 5, Illustration sheet).

Hartville.

|

The determination of the Hartville and Guern-
sey formations as of Carboniferous age is based
on numerous fossils which were found in several
of the beds near the middle and toward the base,
and which were identified by Dr. G. H. Girty, of
the United States Geological Survey. The fol-
lowing species, which were found between 300
and 3500 feet above the base and entirely within
the Hartville, have been referred to the Upper
Carboniferous (Missourian division):

Amboemlin ¥ sp.

Archmocidariz spines.

Avienlopecten occidentalis.

Derbya erassa,
Euomphalus sp.

Orthothetes (or Derbya).
Productus mauicostatus.
Productus ef. inflatus.
Productus prattenianns.
Productus punetatns.
Fuosulina eylindriea. Produetus semireticnlatus.
Marginifera splendens 3. Seminula subtilita,
sSpiriler rockymontanus.

Those obtained from the lower 200 feet, includ-
ing the lower part of the Hartville, and referred
to the Lower Carboniferous (Mississippian), are
as follows:

Eumetria verncuilinng 5.
Fizh tootl.
Productus gallatinensis.
Productos Levicosta. Bpirifier strintus var, madi-
Produostus semireticnlatns 1. BONensis,

Znphrentis sp.

Pugnax sp.
seminnla snbguadrata.
Spirifier ¢f. Keokuk.

Opeche formation (Permian?).—The only oceur-
rence of the Opeche formation within the quad-
rangle is a very narrow strip in the northwest
corner, beginning about a mile and a half south-
east of Cassa and running in a general northeast-
erly direction for about 5} miles along the base
of the hills which mark the western limit of the
Hartville formation in this region. These rocks
have a thickness of about 60 feet, and consist of
bright-red sandstone, thin bedded, fine grained,
and of only moderate hardness, with a minor
proportion of red, flaky shale. They lie next
above the Hartville formation, resting conform-
ably upon a massive white sandstone at the top
of the latter. The beds dip at a considerable
angle, in a northwesterly direction. The deter-
mination of the age of the formation is based on
stratigraphic evidence and on the physical char-
acters of the rocks, as they conform, both in
position and in general character, to the Opeche
formation in the Black Hills, which is probably
of Permian age.

Minnekalta limestone (Permian ¥).— This for-
mation occurs next above the Opeche, and rests
conformably upon it. It consists of about 20 feet
of limestone, appearing at the western base of the
hills east and northeast of Cassa and running
in a northeasterly direction. The limestone is
pale gray in eolor, usually with a purplish tinge,
and 1s generally fine grained and compact. It
occurs in thin layers or sheets, which on weather-
ing break up into plates or slabs ranging in
thickness from about one-thirty-second of an inch
to about 4 inches. The formation has a pro-
nounced northwesterly dip, varying somewhat
from point to point. Being rather resistant, and
oceurring between the soft Opeche formation
below and the soft sandstones of the Spearfish
formation above, the limestones have given rise,
through erosion, to a series of low “hogback”
hills or short ridges—a topographic form which
is generally characteristic of an outeropping bed
of hard rock between softer beds, all dipping at
a considerable angle in one direction. This line
of “hoghbacks” runs in a northeasterly direction,
following the outcrops of the formation. The
limestone forms the summits and western slopes
of the hills, the eastern slopes being developed
largely on the softer Opeche rocks.

The rocks of this formation correspond in
stratigraphic position and general physical char-
acters to the Minnekahta or “Purple” limestone of
the Black Hills, which has been determined as
probably of Permian age.

JURATRIAS PERIOIN

Spearfish sandstone ( Triassic ¥).1—West of the
Minnekahta limestone, and resting conformably
upon it, is a narrow strip of the red Spearfish
sandstone, more familiarly known as the “Red
Beds.” This area, as in the case of the Minne-
kahta and Opeche formations just to the east, is

18inee the above section was written, new evidenes makes
it appear that the Spearfish zandstone poseibly shonld be
referred to the Permian rather than the Triassic,

3

limited on both the north and the south, being
covered with Tertiary deposits. In addition to
this strip there is a small occurrence of the
Spearfish formation about 2 miles east of the
northwest corner of the quadrangle, where the
overlying Tertiary rocks have been removed
through erosion. This small mass is part of a
larger area extending northward beyond the limit
of the quadrangle. The formation has a thickness
of about 450 feet, and consists of dark reddish-
brown, rather soft sandstones, of medinm and
nearly uniform grain, with a very small propor-
tion of light-colored sandstones in its lower half.
The rocks are thin bedded, and here and there
the surfaces of the beds are distinetly ripple-
marked. In the occurrence northeast of Cassa
the beds have a general northwesterly dip, the
angle being very variable, ranging from about 12°
to about 45°, and being higher on the east than
on the west. In the lower third of the formation,
there are long, thin lenses or sheets of white
limestone, ranging in thickness from a few inches
to several feet. Near the southern end of the
area northeast of Cassa, and in the lower half of
the formation, thin sheets of white, granular
gypsum are common, lying one above another in
groups, and separated by thin beds of the red
sandstone.

The Spearfish sandstone, being soft, is worn
down more easily than the rocks immediately
above and below it, which accounts in part for
the valley oceupied by this formation northeast of
Cassa. Iurther, not far above these rocks are
the hard sandstones and quartzites of the Dakota
formation, whieh characteristically form cliffs and
mesas, and only a little below are the resistant
limestones and sandstones of the IHartville forma-
tion, both serving to emphasize the contrast of the
forms developed in the soft rocks.

No fossils were found in this formation. In
stratigraphic position and general physical char-
acters (including the presence of beds of gypsum)
it corresponds to the Spearfish formation of the
Black Hills.

Sundance formation (Jurassic).— Lying directly
over the Spearfish are the sandstones of the Sun-
dance formation. The outerops of these rocks
oceur just west of the Red Beds, and also along
the lower parts of the cliffs bordering the flat-
topped hills in the northwest corner of the quad-
rangle. Immediately west of the narrow strip of
the Spearfish sandstone, the Jurassic beds dip at

a considerable angle, in a general westerly diree- |

tion, but elsewhere the angle of the dip is low, and |

to the southwest.

The Sundance formation is ahout 200 feet thick,
and is composed mainly of buff sandstones. The
base of the formation, as exposed just west of the
narrow strip of the Spearfish already referred to,
consists of about 140 feet of buff to nearly white
sandstone, here and there flecked with red. The
rocks are in part massive, but where weathered
they exhibit a generally thin-bedded structure,
They are of variable grain, and are in” part clayey.
The upper 60 feet of the formation consists of
a variable amount of more or less slabby sand-
stones with interbedded elays. A typieal marine
Jurassic fauna was found in the sandstones of
this formation northeast of Cassa.

Morrison elay.'—Lying over the rocks of the
Sundance formation are about 100 feet of massive
shales or hardened clays, of various colors — green,
purplish, reddish, light and dark gray to nearly
black — with one or more thin beds of a moderately
hard, compact, light-grayish limestone. This for-
mation outcrops extensively in Wyoming and
Colorade and yields many fossil bones of great
saurians of the so-called “Atlantosaurus™ fauna,
the Como stage of central Wyoming. The beds
are believed to be of fresh-water origin,

CRETACEOUS PERIOD.

Dakota sandstone.—Next above the Morrison
clay are sandstones with several beds of shale and
clay. The thickness of the exposed rocks is
between 250 and 300 feet, the individual beds of
sandstone ranging from about 2 feet to about
75 feet. They are in part hard and massive,
cemented with silica into a quartzite which breaks

1This formation has until recently been  considered
Jurassie, but Ilater foszil evidence makes it s=cem probable
that it belongs to the Lower Cretaceous,
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into large, angular blocks, and range from that to
soft and easily eroded rocks, Many of the sand-
stones show distinet bedding, and a few of them
exhibit cross bedding. BSeveral present ripple-
marked surfaces. In color they are buff, light
gray, brownish red, or nearly white, the last
frequently tinged pink or reddish. In the upper
part of the formation are one or more beds con-
taining thin, platy coneretions of ironstone. The
beds of clay or shale occurring with the sand-
stones are from 2 to 8 or 10 feet in thickness, and
of reddish, yellowish, or grayish color. .In addi-
tion to the rocks described, there was seen at one
point, about 85 feet above the base of the forma-
tion, a very thin bed (3 inches thick) of a rather
fine-grained conglomerate.

The outerops of these rocks are wholly confined
to the northwest corner of the quadrangle, and
here mainly to the dissected plateau already
deseribed as oceurring north of Cassa. The for-
mation as a whole dips at a low angle in a south-
westerly direction. Owing to their generally
resistant character, the rocks tend, wherever they
have been deeply eroded, to form abrupt cliffs, the
most pronounced of which are where the North
Platte has cut through to the softer beds of the
Morrison and Sundance formations below, the max-
imum height of these cliffs being about 400 feet.

In his report on the geology of the southern
half of the Black Hills,® N, H. Darton has sub-

| divided the corresponding series of rocks into

the Lakota, Minnewaste, Fuson, and Dakota
formations, the first probably belonging to the
Lower Cretaceous and the last to the Upper Cre-
taceous, the other two being of doubtful age.
While it is possible, and even probable, that the
lower part of this series of rocks corresponds to
the Lakota (Lower Cretaceous) of the Black Hills,
no formation corresponding definitely to the Fuson
or Minnewaste was observed, so that the line of
division between the Upper and Lower Cretaceous
rocks (if the latter are represented) can not be
drawn, except arbitrarily. For this reason the
rocks have been mapped without subdivision.
Grraneros formation.—Lying conformably upon
the Dakota sandstone is a succession of beds
which are believed to correspond to the Graneros
formation of the Black Hills and elsewhere. They
are found in the northwest corner of the quad-
rangle, near the southern margins of the Dakota
sandstone, and form a small mesa on the Dakota
plateau. The thickness of the beds as exposed
in the quadrangle is about 120 feet, which is
probably only a fraction of the whole. They
consist of about 100 feet of dark-colored shales,
capped by about 20 feet of massive sandstones.
The sandstones are rather fine grained, and buff
to mearly white in color., The upper 20 feet of
the shales are light gray, the remainder being
black, or nearly so. The shales are fine grained
and soft, and on weathering readily break into
thin flakes. In their lower part they contain fine-
grained, caleareous coneretions, only fragments of
which were seen at the surface. Most of these
fragments are long and needle-like, and some show
well-developed cone-in-cone structure.

EOOENE PERIOD.?

Chadron formation (Oligocene)—At a low
level in Goshen Hole there is an exposure of the
Chadron formation which in this quadrangle
oceupies about 15 square miles, It is the lowest
member of the White River series, and lies on
the Laramie sandstone, which outerops a short
distance east of the quadrangle. The formation
is composed of clays, sands, and sandstones of
various colors. Section 1 on Columnar Section
sheet 1 represents the principal features of its
stratigraphy.

There is some uncertainty as to the upper limit
of the formation, and possibly the upper nodular
clay should be excluded, as the calcareous nature
of its upper part suggests that it may be a repre-
sentative of the limestone bed which has been
included in the basal portion of the Brule forma-
tion in other regions. The Chadron formation is
characterized by the occurrence of bones and
teeth of Titanotherium, an animal which was

I Twenty-first Ann. Rept. U. 8. Geol. SBarvey, Part IV, 1604,
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*The deseription of Eoeene and Neocene deposits is by
N. H. Darton and C. A, Fisher.



about the size of an elephant. The teeth of this
creature occur abundantly in the different beds,
especially on the surface of the lower clay. The
highest bed in which Zitanotherinm remains have
been observed here is the lower part of the upper
sandstone. There are many local variations in
the beds, especially in the sandstones, which
occur chiefly in narrow, meandering channels
trending eastnortheast. As the sandstones are
hard, they give rise to ridges, which are usually
from 10 to 15 feet high and from 20 to 30 feet
wide in the case of the two upper sandstones, and
very much smaller in the lower bed. The chan-
nels are eroded in the clays, and present consider-
able irregularity of depth and of form. Some of
them exhibit branches. The sandstones, which
are characterized by a greenish-gray color, are
coarse and are cross bedded. One of the most
conspicuous ridges rises on the east side of Cherry
Creek a short distance south of Doty’s Ranch, and
extends, with a serpentine course, a half mile
east-northeast. TIts height averages 25 feet.
Other ridges rise at intervals in the plain to the
south, notably in sees. 21, 26, 27, 83, and 34, T.
24 N, R. 64 W.

The pink clays in the middle of the formation
generally have a paler color than those of the
Brule formation, and all the Chadron clays are
of the nature of impure fuller’s earth. At many
places they give rise to miniature badlands.

Drule formation (Oligocene).—The middle
slopes of Goshen Hole are composed of the Brule
formation, which consists of pale-pink or flesh.
colored massive clay with oceasional lens-shaped
masses of sandstone. Its thickness averages 250
feet. In portions of its area it is eroded into
badlands, a feature which is characteristic of the
formation. In section 2 on Columnar Section
sheet 1 the characteristics of its lower beds are
shown. On Columnar Section sheet 2 are pre-
sented some typical features of the stratigraphy
of the formation, mainly of its middle and upper
portions, These sections begin with the western
portion of the area near Lakeview, and are
arranged in regular succession to the eastward.
It will be seen from the sections that the forma-
tion presents many stratigraphic variations, mainly
in the loeal lenses of sandstone and the thin beds
of voleanic ash. There is some uncertainty as to
the precise limits of the top of the formation
throughout the area, and apparently at some points
there are beds of passage into the overlying
Arikaree formation. Usually there is a strong
contrast in the appearance of the beds above and
below the line shown in the sections as defining
the top of the formation, and in the eliffs north
and northwest of Doty’s Ranch there is a fairly
definite unconformity by erosion with overlying
deposits of coarse materials at this horizon. To
the south the overlying beds (supposed Arikaree)
are pinkish clays, but they are nodular, and differ
much in appearance from the underlying massive
pink eclays of the typical Brule, Southwest of
Lakeview the upper portion of the Brule forma-
tion is in part sandy and shows some concretions
which are not typieal, but apparently they are at
the same horizon as the massive clays northeast-
ward, Seetion 13 is from an outlying hill or
ridge which is capped by 8 feet or more of con-
glomeratic sandstone. The bed appears to lie
within the Brule formation, together with other
sandstone caps on the low ridge to the northwest;
but probably it represents the basal member of
the Arikaree formation, and it iz so shown in the
columnar section. The underlying pink clay
is here 200 feet thick and extends down to
the upper beds of the Chadron formation. Thin
beds of voleanie ash oceur in the Brule formation,
one of them attaining a thickness of 6 feet just
east of Lakeview. This bed is shown in section
10, and appears to be the same as the bed shown
in section 4, the upper bed in section b, and the
lower bed in section 2; but owing to lack of
outerops the question of continuity could not be
determined.

Fossil bones occur frequently in the Brule clay
and sometimes in the sandstones; they are typical
middle White River or Oligocene forms.

NEGCENE PERIOD.

Avrikaree formation.—The Arikaree formation
covers about two-thirds of the quadrangle, the
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Cretaceous and older formations rising out of it,
as an island, to the north, and the underlying
Oligocene deposits being bared in the Goshen
Hole depression. It not only lies against the
ranges of older rocks to the north, but it occupies
valleys in them, lying on an irregular surface
carved in granites and schists, limestones and
sandstones. To the southeast it overlies the
Brule formation in regular though probably some-
what unconformable succession. Its full thick-
ness is not exhibited in the quadrangle, though
the exposures indicate a thickness of more than
700 feet.

The formation consists mainly of fine sand con-
taining characteristic layers of hard, finegrained,
dark-gray coneretions, often formed of aggrega-
tions of long, irregular, eylindrical masses, which
have been called “pipy eoncretions,” These con-
cretions vary in thickness from a few inches to
several feet. They have a very uniform trend, in

of these coneretions is often many square yards
in area, The sands in which they are embedded
are very light gray, almost white, in color, and
are friable to fairly compact, usually the latter.
Some of the sands are more or less argillaceous.
Elsewhere, east of the quadrangle, famoneli,
or “Devil's corkserew,” in its various forms oceurs
in this formation, but no specimens were found
within the quadrangle. The sandstones of the
Arikaree deposits contain a large amount of inter-
mingled voleanic sand and dust. At the base of

exposed about the margin of the Goshen Ilole
depression, there is seen to be considerable diver-
sity in the character of its earliest deposits (see
sections on Columnar Section sheet 2), and there
is some uncertainty as to the dividing line
between it and the Brule formation. The more
conspicuous features are shown in section 3.
From a short distance the bluffs usually show a
sharp distinetion between the Brule clay below
and the Arikaree beds, with their more sandy
beds and pipy coneretions, above, but on closer
inspection the materials in a portion of the region
exhibit some evidence of transition. North and
northwest of Doty’s Ranch there intervene coarse
sandstones which suggest, by position and appear-
ance, the Gering formation of the Secotts Bluff
and Camp Clarke quadrangles (see sections 9 to
14); but it could not be ascertained whether
they constitute a separate formation, or even
whether they form a basal member of the Arikaree
formation. As, however, they appear to merge
into that formation, they are provisionally included
in it. Farther south and west these sandstones
thin out and give place to others, which oceur at
intervals near the base of the bluffs and appear
to be included entirely in the Brule formation, as
shown in sections 4, 5, and 9. The base of the
Arikaree in that region seems to be represented
by pale-pinkish sandy clays containing nodules
that suggest incipient development of pipy eon-
cretions,  These clays are sharply separated
from the underlying elay, which is of a typical
Brule character, except for a short distance
south of Lakeview, where the upper beds of the
supposed Brule formation are more sandy and
contain some concretions. The overlying paler
pink clay with nodules, described above, has a
thickness of 200 feet and merges upward into
typical gray sands and soft sandstones, all with
pipy econcretions. Section 3 shows the sue-
cession of beds on the high ecliffs here, where
several hundred feet of the Arikaree deposits
are exposed. It is a continuation of section 4, on
Columnar Section sheet 2.

Though the beds are relatively soft and easily
eroded, they tend to form abrupt cliffs, owing to
their generally compact character and to the
presence of these concretions. To this formation
belong the characteristiec forms in the southern
half of the quadrangle, already described under
“Topography,” the broad, nearly level stretches
frequently surmounted by higher mesas and
generally bordered by abrupt sinuous chiffs, Just
south of the northern margin of the quadrangle,
and 6 miles north of west of 4 J Ranch, is a
rugged butte of the Arikaree, several hundred
feet in height, capped by a bed of sandstone
having pronounced columnar structure (see fig. 1,
on Illustration sheet).

PLEIRETOCENE PERIOI.

Allwvium—Some of the larger streams of the
quadrangle (particularly North Platte and Lar-
amie rivers and Cottonwood and Horseshoe
ereeks), in their meanderings in the soft Arikaree
deposits, have developed bottom lands along their
courses. These bottom lands are covered for the
most part with gravel and sand, with here and
there a comparatively thin mantle of silt. Some
of them have a width of a mile or more, and they
constitute a considerable part of the agricultural
land of the quadrangle.

In addition to these deposits bordering the

present larger streams, there are older alluvial |

deposits at a number of higher levels. The
broad, level uplands adjacent to the present
stream courses in the Arikaree formation are
nearly everywhere covered to a greater or less

| extent with such deposits, as are also the tops of
an east-northeasterly direction. A single layer |

many of the flat hills or mesas projecting above
> B . m
them (see figz. 2, on Illustration sheet). These
deposits consist, as a rule, of gravels covered with
a variable amount of sand and silt. The higher
deposits generally contain a larger proportion of
gravel and a smaller proportion of sand and silt
than the lower deposits, the finer materials having
been washed away from the higher and generally
narrower areas. ‘These deposits (as will be
explained more fully under “Geologic history™)
mark the bottom lands of older and broader

| valleys, formed at higher levels than those of the
the Arikaree formation, which is extensively |

present time, the highest deposits being the oldest.
They were doubtless more widespread at one
time than at present, the oldest deposits having
been washed away in many localities. In some
places mere remnants are now found, oceurring
as seattered pebbles. From this they range to
heavy sheets several feet in thickness, The gravels
oceur in many places where their presence is not
at first suspected because they are covered by
sand and silt and ean be seen only along the
edges of the cliffs, where the deposits have been
cut into by streams, This is the case with much
of the gravel covering the broad Arikaree uplands
adjacent to the present stream courses,

These alluvial deposits occur mainly on the
Arikaree formation, though oeccasionally they are
found resting on the older and harder rocks.
They occur in several places on the Dakota
plateau in the northwestern part of the quad-
rangle, also resting on the Carboniferous rocks
just north of Fairbank, about 200 feet above the
floor of Hartville Canyon, and on the flat-topped
divide between Hartville and Whalen Canyon
east of Sunrise, There is also one point—in the
gorge of the North Platte in the northwestern
part of the quadrangle—where gravels are seen
resting on a short spur of the Morrison clays at
an elevation of about 100 feet above the river.

The material of these deposits, being derived
by the streams from the various rocks through
which they flowed, varies considerably at different
points; and the locally derived gravels differ
ftom those brought from a distance in being
somewhat more angular. The gravels comprise
pebbles of granite, gneiss, schist, quartzite, lime-
stone, sandstone, quartz, chalcedony, and feldspar.
These alluvial deposits rest unconformably upon
the formations beneath them, and are probably
all of Pleistocene age.

Soils.—The soils of the quadrangle are thin,
owing largely to the aridity of the climate.
Except for the alluvial deposits described in the
last section, the soils are closely related to the
underlying rocks from which they are derived
by weathering. The Arikaree is the only forma-
tion presenting extensive surfaces sufficiently level
for cultivation ; but as these rocks do not weather
readily, their own soils are everywhere thin, and
the soils mantling some of the more level stretches
of this formation are derived chiefly from the
later alluvial deposits spread over it.
this mantle of alluvium the Arikaree supports

other low plants, and most of it is suitable only
for grazing. The most favorable portion of the
Arikaree uplands, as regards soil, is in the south-
west corner of the quadrangle, in the alluvium-
covered area about Wheatland: but even here
extensive irrigation is necessary for raising crops.
The other Tertiary formations have practically no
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soils, In the formations older than the Tertiary
there are small areas of good soils, but much of
the topography is so rugged, and water is so
scarce, that the region generally is suitable only
for grazing,

GROLOGIC HISTORY,

The oldest rocks of the quadrangle are those of
the Whalen group, and the decipherable history
of the region therefore begins with the deposition
of the sediments represented by these rocks.
These sediments consisted of clays, sands, and
calcareous muds, deposited in the Algonkian seas,
which then covered the region. The source of
the sediments is not known, but they must have
come from the wearing down of a considerable
land mass then existing in the neighborhood of
this area.

Since limestones and clays are generally indi-
cative of deep-water conditions, while sandstones
show shallower waters, the presence of all three
rocks in this series would indicate such move-
ments of the sea bottom on which they were laid
down as to give now shallower and now deeper
waters over the whole area. At some time
following the Algonkian period of sedimentation
theze rocks were folded and erushed, and intruded
by the igneous rocks which we now find associated
with them, and of which the coarse granite is the
oldest, it and the schists having been penetrated
by the finer-grained granites and the dikes of
aplite and pegmatite. In the course of these
changes the rocks of the Whalen group were
metamorphosed, being altered from shales, sand-
stones, and limestones to schists, quartzites, and
more highly erystalline limestones, The former
sea bottom now became a land area, and a long
period of erosion followed. Whether this imme-
diate region again became an area of sedimentation
hefore the deposition of the Carboniferous sedi-
ments can not be stated, as no intermediate
deposits are found. Inany ease the total amount
of erosion must have been great, since it was
suffeient to expose at the surface the granites,
which are formed only as deep-seated rocks; and
in order that this amount of erosion should take
place, a correspondingly great elevation of the
land must have oceurred, though the rate of this
elevation was doubtless slow. The land forms
during a part of this time were probably generally
rugged, since both the metamorphic and the
igneous rocks are resistant, and to-day give rise to
the most rugged topographic forms of the quad-
rangle. Near the close of the interval of erosion
just preceding the Carboniferous period, it is prob-
able that the land forms had all been greatly
reduced and that the surface was gently rolling.

Near the beginning of the Carboniferous period,
the land was slowly depressed, and the sea once
more covered the area, As the land was sub-
merged it was planed off by the continued cutting
of the waves along the shore line, and thus was
formed the surface on which the basal quartzite
of the Guernsey formation rests. This was com-
posed of the coarser quartz sands and pebbles
deposited along and near the shore line. After
this the land was further depressed, and in the
deepened waters were deposited the limestones
lying above this basal quartzite, Then followed
fluctuations in the position of the land, and con-
sequently in the depth of the coastal waters, with
probably, also, local variations in the amount and
character of the sediments furnished by streams
from the land and by waves along the shore,
resulting in the suecession of sandstones and
limestones of the Guernsey formation. Later a
slight elevation of the region above sea level
resulted in the erosion which gave rise to the
uneven surface underlying the red quartzite at
the base of the Hartville formation. This period
of erosion was geologically very short and was
sueceeded by a resubmergence of the land, which
appears to have continued without interruption

| during the rest of the Carboniferous period.
only a scattered natural growth of grasses and

During this time were deposited the sediments
composing the beds of the Hartville, Opeche, and
Minnekahta formations. The Carboniferous rocks
above the red quartzite and below the Spearfish
sandstone are mainly limestones, indicative of
deposition in deep waters, though there are occa-
sional intercalated sandstones, showing fluetua-
tions in the relations of sea and land.



During the suceeeding epoch, thongh the region
remained covered with water, it is believed that
the conditions were somewhat changed, the waters,
though still widespread, being now enclosed so as
to form great inland seas of moderate depth, in
which were laid down the sandy or clayey deposits
of the Spearfish formation (Red Beds). In some
of the areas the waters became concentrated,
leading to the chemical precipitation of the gyp-
sum which farther north forms such a marked
feature of these beds. These gypsum deposits
are generally characteristic of the sediments of
this epoch throughout the Rocky Mountain and
Great Plains provinees, over which similar con-
ditions prevailed at this time. The red eolor of
the clays and sands is also a constant character of
these sediments, and is evidently original, since
it extends throughout the thickness of the forma-
tion, below as well as above the level of surface
oxidation, as shown both by deep borings and by
surface exposures.

After the deposition of the red sandstones of
the Spearfish formation the seas became open once
more, though still of only moderate depth, and at
this time were deposited the sandstones and clays
of the Sundance formation. The ripple-marked
surfaces of these sandstones and those of the
Spearfish formation are evidence of compara-
tively shallow waters during both Triassic and
early Jurassic times in this region; while the
Morrison elay with its interbedded limestone
points to deeper water during the later Jurassic.
These conditions also were widespread, as the
Morrison formation extends from Montana to
Oklahoma.

Following an interval of erosion, indicated by
a general unconformity between the Morrison
clays and the overlying Cretaceous rocks, sedi-
mentation continued, with some slight oscillations
of the land, during the early part of the Cretaceouns
period. The early Cretaceous seas were shallow
on the whole, and in their waters were laid down
the ripple-marked sandstones of the Dakota and
Graneros formations, The shales and clays found
with these sandstones would appear to indicate
either variations of water depth or else a variation
in the material furnished from the land; or they
may be the finer portions of sediments the coarser
parts of which were deposited elsewhere as sand-
stones by the shifting currents of these Creta-
ceous seas. Only a part of the Cretaceous sedi-
ments are represented in this quadrangle; other
formations of this age at one time existed here,
but they have been wholly removed by erosion.
As shown elsewhere, where these later formations
are found, the Cretaceous seas continued to cover
this region long after the deposition of the Dakota
and Graneros beds. At times the area was deeply
submerged, and again the waters were of only
moderate depth.

Toward or at the close of the Cretaceous period
the sediments which had been accumulating
almost withont interruption since early Carbon-
iferous time were gently folded and elevated
above sea level. The open folds seen in the
Cretaceous and pre-Cretaceous rocks of the quad-
rangle, shown in the sections on the Structure
Section sheet, were formed at this time. A pro-
longed period of subaerial erosion followed, dur-
ing which several thousand feet of rock were
removed from the surface of the land, though the
amount of this erosion differed in different parts
of the quadrangle. On the west, only the rocks
above the Graneros have been removed, while on
the eastern side of the quadrangle all the sedi-
mentary rocks have been worn away in places,
uncovering the metamorphic and igneous rocks
below them,

It is probable that during this long period of
erosion the minor stream courses were shifted
more or less to meet the changing conditions as
the rocks of the different formations were succes-
sively exposed through erosion. Toward the
close of the period, the contrasts in the topography
were greater than at present; for while the hills
were not much, if at all, higher than now, many
of the valleys were considerably deeper than we
now find them. It was at this time that much of
the present topography in the Cretaceous and
older rocks was developed. The Carboniferous
upland was laid bare and its more open val-
leys were produced, the anticline on ifs eastern
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margin was eut through by streams, and the
cliffs west of Waterhole Ranch were formed;
Haystack Range and the granite hills north
of it were sculptured with almost their present
detail; Whalen Canyon and Hartville Canyon
were carved, both deeper than at present, and
the streams of both, then as now, flowed to
the south. The Dakota plateau extended as
a tongue of land to the southwest, with an
open valley on the southeast, in the region of
Cassa, and another on the northwest, in the corner
of the quadrangle.

The eourse of the main drainage line at that
time did not conform to that of the North Platte
as it is to-day, and the gorges through the Dakota
sandstone and the rocks of the Hartville forma.
tion had not been cut as we now find them, except
at one point, southeast of Cassa. Here, where
the present gorge of the North Platte turns to the
south, it is met by a large open valley, trending
westerly. At the close of the period of erosion
just considered, the stream occupying this valley
did not terminate where it does now, but con-
tinued toward the northwest and flowed out into
the valley near the present site of Cassa. The
western end of the valley then occupied by this
stream now forms a part of the gorge of the
North Platte, the latter, however, flowing to the
east, while the former stream flowed westward.
This part of the gorge and the old valley to the
east were at that time developed much as at
present, the width being nearly the same, while
the depth was a little greater.

A period of extensive sedimentation in fresh
waters followed, during which were laid down
the deposits a part of which are represented by
the Oligocene and Neocene formations of the
Hartville quadrangle. The area of deposition of
this series extended across eastern Colorado and
Wyoming and western Nebraska and South
Dakota, and probably also farther northward,
for similar deposits have been found in western
Canada. It is probable that during the earlier
part of this time short episodes of local lake depo-
sition alternated with others of stream erosion
and sedimentation. All the older formations of
the quadrangle were probably completely buried
by these Tertiary deposits, which now extend to
within 250 feet of the highest points of the quad.
rangle. The original thickness of these deposits
is not known, and can only be inferred from what
remains of them to-day. In this quadrangle they
have an observed vertical range of about 1200
feet.

The Oligocene and Neocene waters finally
drained off, and then began the present period of
erogion, during which a considerable part of the
Tertiary deposits have been removed, and some
of the underlying older rocks have been once
more laid bare. As these areas with their older
drainage lines have been exposed, the streams
have sought again their former channels.

In the process of removing these deposits, the
larger streams have meandered and cut back their
cliffs, forming broad plains, strewn with river
sediments; and the process, being repeated at
different levels, has resulted in terraces, each
lower than the last, the successive valleys being
each narrower than the preceding, the present
valleys the narrowest of all. Thus a rude series of
gravel-capped terraces has been left to mark the
levels of the earlier valleys. These now form the
broad, level uplands of the Arikaree formation,
with their higher, flat-topped mesas, many of which
are gravel eapped, showing them to be remnants of
still older valley floors. These terraces or former
valley floors are also found in a number of the old
canyons, as, for example, the terrace forming the
greater part of the floor of Whalen Canyon, and
the terraces bordering Hartville Canyon south of
Hartville. In their wanderings the streams have
swept over nearly all parts of the quadrangle,
and old stream gravels are now found not only
in elevated positions but several miles distant
from any of the present streams.

Casebier IIill is an example of these outlying
gravels, as well as of the protective action of the
gravel caps, to which some of the higher hills
and mesas composed chiefly of the Arikaree for-
mation owe, in part at least, their persistence.
Loose gravels readily absorb much of the water
that falls on them; further, they interfere with

)

the flow of surface waters, and on account of
their hardness and the weight of the pebbles,
they are not readily removed by the smaller sur-
face streams. Therefore such gravels capping a
comparatively soft roek protect it to a greater or
less extent from active surface erosion.

In carving its channel the North Platte, for a
part of its course, cut entirely through the soft
Arikaree deposits, reaching the harder rocks of
the Dakota and Hartville formations beneath ; it
then began to eut into these resistant rocks, and
having made a beginning, the stream has been
compelled, by the hard walls which confine it, to
continue its cutting along the lines it was follow-
ing when it first entered these formations, Its
present meanders are therefore inherited from its
earlier meanders in the Arikaree formation. Since
the resistant character of the rocks has prevented
any appreciable amount of lateral erosion, the
stream has cut for the most part vertically, thus
forming the gorges which mark its course.

ECONOMIC GEOLOGY.
IRON ORE.

Iron ore (hematite) is the most important
economic product of this region. It is found in
the rocks of the Whalen group, within a rather
limited area on the west side of Whalen Canyon,
beginning at a point about a mile south of Fred-
erick and extending southwesterly a little over
4 miles, The town of Hartville marks its western
limit, the southern limit being about a mile and
a half south of Sunrise. The area of paying ore
is still smaller, being confined, so far as known,
to the immediate vicinity of the Sunrise iron mine
and to a narrow strip running to the southeast
and mnortheast of this, across the hills to the
western slopes of Whalen Canyon. The iron ore
oceurs both in the limestones and in the schists,
being developed mainly along and not far from
the contact between them. This contact runs
from just west of the Sunrise iron mine southerly,
then southeasterly to the west side of Whalen
Canyon. North of Sunrise the rocks of the
Whalen group pass beneath the Guernsey forma-
tion. It is probable, however, that the line of
contact runs northerly for a short distance and
then northeasterly until it emerges again on the
west side of Whalen Canyon. The iron ore
appears to occur in scattered irregular pockets in
the limestone, and in the schist in long lenses of
variable size, from a fraction of a foot to 100 feet
or more in width, the larger ones probably
extending for considerable distances. The main
body of ore occurs in the schist not far from the
eastern border of the limestone. The information
at hand is not sufficient to decide whether there
are several ore-bearing horizons or a single horizon
repeated by folding,

The deposits in the schists are in general more
extensive and of better quality than those in the
limestones, and constitute the paying ore in the
region just described. This ore consists of two
varieties of hematite, one soft and the other hard.
The former is a generally schistose, fine-grained
ore, light red in color, and easily soils the fingers.
This variety is commonly known as “paint ore.”
The harder variety is of a dark bluish-gray color,
from which it receives the common name of “blue
ore” It is fine grained and compact, with a
rather smooth, even fracture. Of the two varieties
the harder is the more valuable. The hematite is
occasionally associated with a small amount of
copper ore.

Though much prospecting has been done, in
the course of which much good ore has been
uncovered, there is at present but one mine in
active operation, that of the Colorado Fuel and
Iron Company, at Sunrise. The mine is an open
cut in the hillside, to the level of the valley floor
(see fig. 6, Illustration sheet). The looser sur-
face material is in a condition to be handled as
it lies, but the harder ore beneath it requires
blasting. The ore is taken out with a steam
shovel, which loads it direetly into the cars that
earry it to Pueblo, Colo,, for smelting. At the
time it was visited the mine was shipping about
400 tons of ore daily, and it was expected that
with the addition of a second steam shovel the
output wonld soon be inereased to 1000 tons a day.
The ore shipped from this mine is of high grade,

averaging about 62 per cent of metallie iron, with
about 21 per cent of silica, and practically no
phosphorus or sulphur. The maximum iron con-
tent is about 66 per cent, and the lowest silica
about 1 per cent.

In addition to these deposits in the rocks of
the Whalen group, there are small local deposits
of coarse, reddish conglomerate, containing numer-
ous wellrounded pebbles of hematite, besides
pebbles of quartz (up to 6 inches or more in
diameter) and occasional pebbles of schist. These
conglomerates were noted at a number of points,
and in all cases they were found to rest on the
limestones of the Whalen group, at the base of
the basal quartzite of the Guernsey formation, to
which they probably belong. The oceurrence of
these pebbles of hematite, together with the fact
that, so far as known, the main deposits are
limited to the rocks of the Whalen series, and do
not extend into those of the (iuernsey formation
above, indicates that the mineralization which
gave rise to the iron ores took place before the
rocks of the Guernsey formation were laid down.

COFPPER.

In addition to the iron, the rocks of the Whalen
group and the Guernsey formation have yielded
more or less copper ore, though at the time the
region was visited by the writer little more than
prospecting was being done. Atthe Welcomemine,
at the eastern base of the granitic hill northeast
of Frederick, ore was being taken out for future
shipment. This is a banded, bronze-colored ore,
consisting largely of pyrrhotite, with more or less
intermingled chalcopyrite. There has been much
prospecting for copper, not only in IHaystack
Range, but also in the hills on the west side of
Whalen Canyon, between Hartville and Guernsey ;
and at one or two places, besides the mine just
mentioned, the indications are favorable for pay-
ing ore. The most favorable of the copper
prospects are located on mineralized bands in
the schists or quartzites, the mineralization, in the
case of the Weleome mine at least, being in the
nature of a replacement deposit.

Copper mining was formerly carried on more
extensively than at present. One of the earlier
mines, situated about a mile north of east of what
is now Gruernsey, 12 said to have yielded about
$60,000 worth of ore from a replacement deposit
in the massive gray limestone of the Guernsey
formation. The early surface workings of the
Sunrise mine also yielded a considerable amount
of copper. The smelter built for this mine, near
Fairbank, was subsequently burned.

Silver and gold have been reported as oceurring
with the copper ores in Haystack Range, but
no reliable information could be obtained on this
point.

LIMEETONE.

Limestone is found in abundance in the Guern-
sey and Hartville formations and to a less extent
in the Whalen group. The limestone of the
latter formation, owing to its generally schistose
character and to the thin quartz seams which
everywhere penetrate if, is not adapted for use
either as a building stone or for making quick-
lime. The Guernsey and Hartville formations,
being ecomposed in large part of massive lime-
stones, offer a practically inexhaustible supply of
that rock. The limestones as a whole are non-
magnesian in character. So far as known these
rocks have not been quarried for building pur-
poses. They have been quarried near Hartville
and burned for quicklime, and they would make
a suitable flux for the reduetion of the iron ores
which are found in the region.

Onyx marble—Here and there in the lime-
stones of the Hartville formation are found small
caves or cavities formed by solution ; and in these,
coating the walls, or as rude stalactitic or stalag-
mitie growths, are secondary deposits of a banded
limestone of the variety known as onyx marble.
The selected material is homogeneons, light
colored, and generally marked with narrow bands
of white and various shades of brown, or of white
and pale green. On account of the comparative
coarseness of the grain and the slight contrast in
color (which are common characters of cave
onyx), the demand for this material would prob-
ably be small. A number of openings have been



made in these deposits at different points within
a radius of 2} miles to the north, west, and south-
west of Hartville, and 160 acres in claims have
been staked out; but at the time the region was
visited none of the material had been put on the

market. As the area already explored for ﬂliﬁi
product embraces but a small part of the Hart- |

ville formation, and as similar deposits are likely
to oceur in any of the limestones of this formation,
it is probable that only a small proportion of the
material has as yet been brought to light.

BANDSTONE.

Sandstones are found in the Guernsey, Hart-
ville, Opeche, Spearfish, Sundance, and Dakota
formations, and also in the Tertiary deposits.
Those of the Dakota are best adapted for build-
ing purposes, Those of the Opeche and Spearfish
formations and of the Tertiary rocks lack strength
and durability, and this is probably also the case
with much or most of the sandstone of the Sun-

6

' dance formation. It is possible that some of the | in other localities, have been practically tested as |

- sandstones of the Guernsey and Hartville forma- l building stones.

tions might be available for building purposes.
They are for the most part light colored, gray
and buff, and are generally of medium to fine
grain, and more or less firmly cemented with
calcite. These sandstone beds, however, are not
numerous, and are usually only from 3 to 5 feet
in thickness. IFurther, the fact that they are
 interbedded with massive limestones would make
i them less accessible than the Cretaceous sand-
stones. The Dakota sandstones are generally
massive, and the beds average between 10 and 20
feet in thickness. The grain is variable, as is also
the texture. While one or two of the beds may
approach quartzite in character, the majority have
only moderate hardness. Their colors are prob-
ably permanent, and their strength and durability
| are attested by the abruptness of the cliffs which
| they form wherever they have been eut through
| by erosion. Sandstones from the same formation,

GRANITE.

It is possible that the granites of the north-
eastern part of the quadrangle might furnish a
good quality of building stone. They are moder-
ately coarse grained, and appear to be firm and
durable.

Mica—Some of the coarser pegmatites of the

quadrangle contain sheets of white miea (musco- |

vite) of considerable size, but so thin and scattered
that their economic importance is likely to be
small. The mica of these pegmatites was mined
to some extent between fifteen and twenty years

' ago, and some of the product was shipped to the

eastern markets.

Quartz and feldspar—The large quartz and
feldspar erystals found in these pegmatites might
prove of value in the manufacture of glass and

| pottery.

GYPSUM.

As has already been mentioned, a white granular
gypsum oceurs in rather thin beds in the north-
western part of the quadrangle, in the lower
portion of the Spearfish sandstone. This gypsum
has been used locally, by a few settlers, for
plaster.

FIRE CLAY.

Where the Dakota and lower Cretaceous sand-
stones are exposed, along the eastern front of the
Rocky Mountains, they contain a variable number
' of interstratified beds of clay or shale. In places
' some of these shales and clays are found to be
| refractory and to furnish fire clays of good
quality. As this series of rocks occurs within
the Hartville quadrangle, it is possible that some
of the clays found here may prove to be of such
a character.

June, 1901.
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COLUMNAR SECTION SHEET 1

GEMERALIZED SECTION OF THE ROCKS OF THE HARTVILLE QUADRANGLE,
SCALE: 1 INCH =500 FEET.

CHARACTER oF ROCKS.

Gravel, sand, and silt.

White sand and soft sandstone with pipy concretions,

Gray sandstone and eonglomernta.

Valleys of varinble width, bordered by abrupt slopes: broad mesas, terraees,
and extensive, flat uplands: and the upper portions of eliffs,

Flesh-colored sandy elay with lenses of sandstone.

Slopes below eliffs of Arikaree formation and broad, shallow valleys separated
by low, Droad divides.

Green, maroon, and pink sandy elay and gray sandstone.

Valleys.

Gray flaky shale with coneretions and massive sandstone near the top.

Massive baill,

girn. . and reddish sandstone and qguartzite with several thin beds
of elay amd s

FH AR

Mesas and hills with flat or gently sloping tops.

“Hogback ™ hills with gentle slopes or flat-topped hille bordered by abropt
olifls.

{'.!I;;y of various eolors from green to purple and black, with a thin bed of limestone.

B

Slopes below Dakota sandstone cliffs, and valleys hetween.

Ball samdstone with interbedded clays near the top.

Blopes, especially at the base of Dakota sandstone eliffg; also valleys.

Dark reddish-brown, mediom-grained, thin-bedded sandstone containing lime-
stone lenses and thin sheets of gypsnm in the lower portion,

Yalleys and low saddles,

Gray to purplish, thin-bedded, platy limestone.

SBummit and western BID[}ES-&_I-I:-}.W.“ ];;JEI-w:k Thills,

Eastern slopes of Minnekabita limestone ** hogbacks ;" also valleys.

Massive gray limestone, some beds containing chert nodules, with oceasional
beds of white, gray, bufl, and red sandstone,

Red shale and gray limestone.

Red guartzite streaked with _'ll'lI_I'!E.

Conglomeratic quartzite with overlying sandstone and massive gray limestone,

COLUMNAR THICEXESS
FEnton ForsaTIoN NAME, | Bummor. SECTION. I% FEET.
2w
Aoy Alluvinm, | Pag
""'u '
o |
z/ |
(1}
=
| 5 Arikaree formation, Mar
1
B
| £
W g
= X Brule formation. Eb
u 2
| 8 E
l T R= Chadron formation. Ec
1 UNCONFORMITY
wr Graneras formation, Kes
=2
1
wo
o w
0 {-&:} Dakota sandstone, Kd
l—
@ Morrison clay. Jm
= e
o 2 :
| = = Sundance formation. Jsd
.: E = 5
E=ra
£ o
=32 Spearfish sandstone, Jsi
= (** Red beds")
=
£ | Minnekahta limestone. | cmk
4
o &=| Opeche formation. Co
= |
o
o
w
h =
E Hartville formation. Ch
o
o
o
<
-
—— UNCONFORMITY ——
! Guernsey formation. Cg
|
=
=
% Whalen group amnd intru- L
o give pranite. (gr)
&
|
<

Cuartzite, schist, siliceons lmestone, and gneiss. ;
Large masses and dikes of granitic rocks introsive in the sedimentary beds.

Flat-topped hills with narrow canyons and open valleys,

Upper portion of ¢liffs and flat or sloping tops of hills.

Bugged hills and slopes.

Brule
farmatien

Laramie

[——
|
|

Chadron formation

formation

SECTION 1.
CHADRGE POIEMATION,

WESTERE PORTION oF Gosmes Hovk,

= Fised

% Mussive, pink, samily elny.
1014 Pale-pink samdy clay, nedalar and caleareons in npper portion.
15-50 direenlsh-gray, comrse-prnined, erossTesldsl sl eo me,
25-30 Palipink olay, containing nodinles | groen al base.

direenishpmy, conrsegrabned, cross-lasldel sandsloms,

S5-5iF Pale-pink elny, nodolar al tog,

‘1[ 412 Asrectilsli-gray samlstone.
o0 Maraon and green clay,

snndstonis wid shales,

DETAILED COLUMMNAR SECTIONS, HARTVILLE QUADRANGLE.
SCaALE: 1 INCH=50 FEET.

BARAL PORTION OF ARIKAREE

Fix|

Feat
- .

SECTION 2

BrvLE ForMaTioN, 1} MILER 8047TH-
wisT oF Dory's Haxea.

Coarse snndstome.

Pink elay.
Valoamle aglh.

I'ink elny.

Arikaree formation

iirny samilsbon,
ink elay.

irmy smnelalom,

Fink elay,

Brule farmation

Volemnie nah,

Ik clay,

[
E 2 Pabepink clay, nodalar in appaer pertion
5=
o E [=
L = o
oo iy 10 ETeed, eomrse, croas-bedibed sanmlstone. L2
=
b = E
2

SECTION &

RMATION, | MILE S0UTH-
wERT 0F LAKEVIEW.

12 Vodeanie nsh.
127 Fine geay sandl or soft sandstome witl pipy conenetions,
12 1 Pale Bmisl-gmy sl sdone.
1] dirny sand with pipy comcmetiona,
-
G o drrayishi-pink sandy olay with many sodnles,
10 Cak Y immyishepink sandy clay with nddubes,
i H Pink clay.
1 Gy sand with plpy coneretbons.

W. 5. TANGIER
N. H. DARTON,

SMITH,

Gieologists.




BECTION 4

COLUMNAR SECTION SHEET &

DETAILED COLUMMAR SECTIONS OF THE BRULE AND ARIKAREE FORMATIONS, HARTYVILLE QUADRAMNGLE.

ECALE :

SECTLON 6.

Two MILES ¥OETHEAST OF LAKEVIEW

EECTION &

OXE MILE NORTHEAST oF Lakeview.

Feat

I INCH = B3 FEET.

SECTION 7.

Twir A¥D ONE-JALF MILES RORTHEAST

F LAKEVIEW.

Feet

4 Al LH Hink Iy elay el grey- e
OXE MILE S0UTnwest oF LoKEVIEW. G+ B R el s SECTION 8.
Faat B2 Adtermsting gray sanidstone and samdy Dy west oF Dorv'a Hascn.
elny with plpy coneretions at bas:. iy -,
| N Alternating pink sy clay and gy Foot
sandstone with phpy sonere line
12 Giry psidsions aml clay, 184 dirny sandsdone ol sandy clay
13 e — with plpy concredbons,
3 1 tirmy samdatone and greenlsl day.
= Feet
£ ; ] 5+
2 TR Grayial-pnk sandy olay with nslules,
|
| @
o Tip sanly elny wilh nealnles, T I'inkish sandy clay with nodules.
= ik Pinkish sandy clay witl nodules,
=L LB 1imkish sy elny witl nodlales, 0
[
__._“__. F TR AT, : pmcan o e
' 185
1y ray sand with ppy coneretions,
Fink eluy.
<M I"imk einy.
1®ink ¢lay, sarly mt Tse, o
i0 Viry sy pink olsy with pipy con-
e, I'imk #iny.
i H] Ay smaplstone wiil plpy convretlons.
a2
E Eh) dirny samilstone and elny.
fo
=]
= @iy Coneealisl
o o coalonseraie,
] il iy conglamerntie sunilstone.
[++]
5 Lenjrabe vodeanie ash.
] Pink clay,
a - 2
=5 Pimnk clay. 20 L:T:L]LI-.-- Lt with el e nt
P — = Tink «lay,
1 Volenmie msli,
80 I'ink #liy.
2 Voleanbe asl.
i I'ink chay.
SECTION 10 SECTION 14
Huones Haxcw, CISE AND ONE-BALF MILES EAST OF
Feot Huraies Raxon,
e §0n4- Massive sandstone, SECTION 1L F'l:_“'t_
'-E- OxE MILE EasT oF Huaues Raxon, 1 Conplomente,
E 1n Tale lay,
= - SECTION 1,
& bl Eamily elny with hard boilsof sndstaome.
a SECTION 1%, Twe xorTH oF DoTy's HAxeH.
L - . ~ 5
3 304 e o e Samlatone, AT THE Roan XonThH oF DoTy'a Raxen.
= (53 Diark-gray sislelole. Feat
——UNCONFORMITY.- - UNCONFORMITY. UMCONFORMITY. L Conglomerate.
H " lay menging dow mwnnl into sudlsiome,
1 Fink wlay. ] ik elay.
s &l ik elay.
G mamily elny moed samilsione,
=
&
-
"
E 20 Snnedstone
o =20 =adstone,
-
X
= 40 Pink chey. 0 Saml with congl .
(=]
Mink clay.
2 Yolemnle nali,
Fink clay. 0
I'ink ciay.

BECTION 0.
OXE WiLe wesT oF Huanes Kaxce,

sardstone with pipy coneretions,

Iinkisl smmly elny witi nod-ales,

5 Comras s nalslo w,

Plak sandy clay,

Mamsive slstomns, pinkish in upgeer
FeOrLEan,

Pink elay.

Congbmmerate,

sandy elny.
manilsron.

Pink ¢lmy.

Handstome,

Pink clay.

Bandly clay,

Sarmlslaiee.

1"ink ¢lny.

N. H. DARTON,
(Fealogist,



ILLUSTRATION SHEET

U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
CHARLES D. WALCOTT S WRET o e
DIRECTOR HARTVILLE QUADRANGLE

Fo. 1.—BUTTE CAPPED BY A BED OF SANDSTONE IN T"éE ARIKAREE FORMATION, NORTHEAST OF BOXELDER Fio. 2—0OLD GRAVEL-CAPPED RIVER TERRAGE OF NORTH PLATTE RIVER, NORTHEAST OF CASSA.
SPRINGS.
¥ g Terrace is on the Arikaree formation. Hartville formation in the background
The butte has been determined by the resistant character of the sandstone, and the weathering at its margin has developed

columnar structures,

Fia. 3.—CLIFF OF CARBONIFEROUS ROCKS ON THE WEST SIDE OF NORTH PLATTE RIVER, JUST Fia. 4,—CANYON OF NORTH FLATTE RIVER WEST OF FAIRBANK, LOOKING EASTWARD.
ABOVE FAIRBANK,
Showing the massive quartzite at the base of the Hartville formation resting unconformably on the bedded rocks of the
Showing the jointed, massive quartzite at the base of the Hartville formation resting uncenformably on the Guernsey formation.

bedded limestone of the Guernsey formation.

Fia. 5. ~CANYON OF MNORTH PLATTE RIVER, ONE AND OME-HALF MILES ABOVE WEMDOVER, LOOKING Fia. 6.~GENERAL VIEW OF THE IRON MINE AT SUMNRISE.
NORTHWESTERLY. :

Deposit of hematite in the Whalen group. Guernsey and Hartville formations form the top of the hill. Photograph taken
A characteristic view of the canyon, which has been cut in the rocks of the Hartville formation. in the summer of igoi :
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redeposited as beds or trains of sand and cl: ay, | mentary formations of any one period, excepting | principal mineral mined or of the stone quarried.

thus Turnunn‘ another “1-1:141'1011 into qvil]tu{*utln

deposits, bmuf_ of this elacial wash was :lulumltuti

i tunnels and channels in the ice, and forms char-
acteristic ridges and mounds of sand and gravel,
known as osars, or eskers, and kames. The

material deposited by the ice is called glacial |

drift; that washed from the ice onto the adjacent
land is ealled modified drift. It is usual also to
class as surficial rocks the deposits of the sea and
of lakes and rivers that were made at the same
time as the ice deposit.

AGES OF ROCKS.

Rocks are further distinguished according to

their relative ages, for they were not formed all !

at one time, but from age to age in the earth’s
history. Classification by age is independent of
origin ; igneous, smlun_uttmy, and surficial rocks
may be of the same age.

When the predominant material of a rock mass |

15 essentially the same, and it is bounded by rocks

of different materials, it is convenient to call the |
mass throughout its extent a formation, and such |

a formation is the unit of geologic mapping.
Several formations considered together are
designated a sysfem. The time taken for the
deposition of a formation is ealled an epoch, and
the time taken for that of a system, or some

larger fraction of a system, a period. . The rocks |

are mapped by formations, and the formations are

classified into systems. The rocks composing a |
syatem and the time taken for its deposition are |

given the same name, as, for instance, Cambrian
system, Cambrian period.
Asg sedimentary deposits or strata accumulate

the younger rest on those that are older, and the |

relative ages of the deposits may be discovered
by observing their relative positions. This rela.
tionship holds except in regions of intense
disturbance ; sometimes in such regions the dis

turbance of the beds has been so great that their |

position is reversed, and it is often difficult to

determine the relative ages of the beds from their

positions; then fossils, or the remains of plants
and animals, are guides to show which of two
or more formations is the oldest.

Strata often contain the remains of plants and
animals which lived in the sea or were washed
from the land into lakes or seas or were buried in
surficial deposits on the land. Rocks that con

. . . a8 |
tain the remains of life are called fossiliferous, |

By studying these remains, or fossils, it has been
found that the species of each period of the earth’s
history have to a great extent differed from those
of other periods. Only the simpler kinds of
marine life existed when the oldest fossiliferous
rocks were deposited. From time to time more
complex kinds developed, and as the simpler ones
lived on in modified forms life became more
varied. But during each period there lived pecul-
iar forms, which did not exist in earlier times
and have not existed since; these are character-
istic types, and they define the age of any bed of
rock in which they are found. Other types
passed on from period to period, and thus linked
the systems together, forming a chain of life from
the time of the oldest fossiliferons rocks to the
present.

When two formations are remote one from the

other and it is impossible to observe their relative |

positions, the characteristic fossil types found in
them may determine which was deposited first.

Fossil remains found in the rocks of different
areas, provinces, and continents afford the most
important means for combining loeal histories
into a general earth history.

Colors and patterns.—To show the relative ages
of strata, the history of the sedimentary rocks is
divided into periods. The names of the periods
in proper order (from new to old), with the colors
and symbol assigned to each, are given in the
table in the next column. The names of certain
subdivisions and groups of the periods, frequently
used in geologic writings, are bracketed against
the appropriate period names,

To distingnish the sedimentary formations of
any one period from these of another the patterns
for the formations of each period are printed in
the appropriate period-color, with the exception
of the one at the top of the column (Pleistocene)
and the one at the bottom (Archean). The sedi-

| the Pleistocene and the Archean, are distinguished |

from one another by different patterns, made of |

parallel straight lines, Two tints of the period-
color are used: a pale tint is printed evenly over

formations, Each formation is furthermore given
| P ERIOE. B MIH, ConLnm,

 Meistopene . . ... ... F | Any colors,

| wramrnie ) PPliocens |
e oaoin Neaeense - Miocene § © - M Buifs,
| Bocene, including ;
Oligpoena, .- . L E Olive-browns.
- i Crothecous oo o . . £ Olive-greens,
BROZOLE - 5 BRI V) TE AT
| Juratrins 5000 g J Blue-greens.
[ Carboniferous, inelud- |
l ing Permian . .. .. ' < |Blues
. 0 Devoninn . . . . D Blue-purples.
Paleozoie
aleozoie 3 Silurian, Jluludm" :
| Ordovieian . . .. .. 5 BRed -prineprles.
| | Cambrian . L FPinks.
Algonkinn S e A Urange-browns.
Archanm . . 00w, e SRR Any colors,

bined with small letters standing for the forma-
tion name. In the case of a F.Etll]]]F‘Ilt:tl' formation
of uncertain age the pattern is pr'mt{ul on white
ground in t-]n: color of the period to which the
formation is supposed to helong, the letter-symbol
-of the period being omitted.

The number and extent of surficial formations,
i 1:]15(&“}' Ph—ei:-‘.t.{u!v|:t-', render them so irnpu]‘tuut t]m.l:1
to distingnish them from thoese of other periods

cireles, printed in any colors, are nsed.

the whole surface representing the period; a dark
tint brings out the different patterns representing |

a lettersymbol composed of the period letter com. |

and from the i;_f!'li-‘(]ll.‘ﬁ I'\m!]iﬁ__ [ltltti‘.l‘ﬂﬁ of dots and i
| Fig, 2 —Skeateh showing a vertical section in the front of the

The origin of the Archean rocks is not fully |

| settled. Many of them are certainly igneous,
Whether sedimentary rocks are also included is
| not determined.
-metamorphic rocks of unknown origin, of what-

The Archean rocks, and all |

ever age, are represented on the maps by patterns |
consisting of short dashes irrregularly placed. |

These are printed in any color, and may be darker

or lighter than the backeround. -If the rock is a |

schist the dashes or hachures may be arranged in |

wavy p:u':ll[r] lines. If the 1]1ctur|1m'}111in- roclk is |

known to be of sedimentary origin the hachure
| patterns may be combined with the parallel-line

lmttuns of s.uhmﬂ‘:tln formations. If the rock |
18 recognized as hmm;_-; been originally igneous, |
the hachures may be combined with the igncuusi

pattern.

Known igneons formations are reprezented by
| patterns of triangles or rhombs printed in any
| brilliant color. If the formation is of known age
| the letter-symbol of the formation is preceded hy
ithe capital letter-symbol of the proper period.
| If the age of the formation is unknown the
letter-symbol  consists of small letters which
suggest the name of the rocks.

THE VARIOUS GEOLOGIC SHEETS,

Aveal geology  sheet—This sheet shows the
areas occupied by the various formations. On
the margin is a legend, which is the key to the

colored pattern and its lettersymbol on the map
the reader should look for that color, pattern, and
symbol in the legend, where he will find the name
' and deseription of the formation. If it is desired
'to find any gi\-en formation, its name should be
sought in the legend and its color and pattern
| noted, when the areas on the map corresponding
i in color and pattern may be traced out,
| The legend is also a'partial statement of the
geologic history. In it the symbols and names
are arranged, in columnar form, according fo the
origin of the formations—surficial, sedimentary,
and igneous—and within each group they are
placed in the order of age, so far as known, the
yvoungest at the top.
Feonomie geology sheet.—This sheet represents
the distribution of useful minerals, the oceurrence
of artesian water, or other facts of economie inter-

subdued background upon which the areas of pro-

map. To ascertain the meaning of any particular |

est, sliowing their relations to the features of topo- | quently observed that they form troughs or arches,
ar uphw and to the geologic formations, All the | such as the section shows. The arches are called
formations which appear on the historical geclogy ! anticlines and the troughs synelines.
sheet are shown on this sheet by fainter color pat- |
terns, The areal geology, thus printed, affords a |

duetive formations may be emplmaiz@{l by strong |

colors. A symbol for mines is introduced at mch ! the earth’s surface to wrinkle along certain zones, |
occurrence, accompanied by the name of the | In plaues the strata are broken acrossrand the | | Revised January, 1902,

R G o e e T e At 6 ‘mmﬂwmmmg.mni R TR0 0 PR SRROHE - (.. SIS RPTPUR SAR, Py Ve 00,

Structure-section sheet.—This sheet exhibits the
relations of the formations beneath the surface.

In eliffs, canyons, shafts, and other natural and
artificial cuttings, the relations of different beds
to one another may be seen. Any cutting which
exhibits those relations is called a section, and the
same name is applied to a diagram representing |
the relations. The arrangement of rocks in the
earth is the earth’s structure, and a seetion exhibit- |
ing this arrangement is called a structure section.

The geologist is not limited, however, to the
natural and artificial cuttings for his information

| eoneerning the earth’s strueture. Knowing the

manner of the formation of rocks, and having
traced out the relations among beds on the sur-
face, he can infer their relative positions after
they pass beneath the surface, draw sections |
which represent the structure of the earth to a |
considerable depth, and construct a i.liugmm?
exhibiting what would be seen in the side of a |
cutting many miles long and several thousand feet |
deep. This is illustrated in the following figure:

picture, with a landseape beyond,

The figure represents a landscape which is cut |
off sharply in the foreground by a vertical plane, |
so as to show the underground relations of the
rocks.

The kinds of rock are indicated in the section |
by appropriate symbols of lines, dots, and dashes,
These symbols admit of much variation, but the |
following are generally used in sections to repre-
sent the commoner kinds of rock:

LL'-; -r‘?"_l

e |_|_'|.'__|1__L.__'|J__L_

Limistonas,

Bnnd=tones nod oo
plomerntes

Shily snndstomes

Holdsts, Massive and bedded lgneous rocks,

Fig. & —8Symbols used to represent different kinds of rock.

The platean in fig. 2 presents toward the lower
land an escarpment, or front, which 1z made up
of sandstones, forming the eliffs, and shales, con-
stituting the slopes, as shown at the extreme left
of the section.

The broad belt of lower land is traversed by
several ridges, which are seen in the section to
correspond to beds of sandstone that rise to the
surface, The upturned edges of these beds form |
the ridges, and the intermediate valleys follow |
the outerops of limestone and ealeareous shales,

Where the edges of the strata appear at the
surface their thickness can be measured and the
angles at which they dip helow the surface can be
observed. Thus their positions underground ean
be inferred. The direction that the intersection
of a bed with a horizontal plane will take is ealled
the sfrike. The inelination of the bed to the hori- |
zontal plane, measured at right angles to the strike,
is called the dip.

When strata which are thus inclined are traced
underground in mining, or by inferenee, it is fre. |

But t|::—::
sandstones, shales, and I1IIIE$1:U1]LE were deposited |
heneath the sea in 11&:‘1!’]}' flat sheets,  That t.}w.}r :
are now bent and folded 1s regarded as proof that :
forces exist which have from time to time cansed

parts slipped past one another. Such breaks are
termed faults.

On the right of the sketch the section is com-
posed of schists whicli are traversed by masses of
igneous rock. The schists are much contorted
and the'r arrangement underground can not be
inferred. Hence that* portion of the section
delineates what is probably true but is not
known by observation or well-founded inference.

In fig. 2 there are three sets of formations, dis

tinguished by their undereround relations. The

first of these, seen at the left of the section, is the

' set of sandstones and shales, which lie in a hori-

zontal position. These sedimentary strata are
now high above the sea, forming a, platean, and
their change of elevation shows that a portion

|
Fof the earth’s mass has swelled ulm-.;m,l from a

lower to a higher level. The strata of this set are
parallel, a relation which is called conformeable.

The second set of formations consists of strata
which form arches and troughs, These strata
were once continuous, but the crests of the arches
have been removed ]i_\,' |in;lgrmluti{}||. The Eu-eq].gj
like those of the fivst set, are conformahle.

The horizonal strata of the plateau rest upon

the upturned, eroded edges of the beds of the
- second set at the left of the section. The over-

Iying deposits are, from their positions, evidently
younger than the underlying formations, and the
bending and decradation of the older strata must
have oceurred between the deposition of the
older beds and the accumulation of the younger.
When younger strata thus rest upon an eroded

| simrface of older strata the relation between the

two is an wnconformable one, and their surface
of contact 18 an wnconformity.

The third set of formations consists of erystal-
line schists and igneous rocks. At some period
of their history the schists were plicated by pres-
sure and traversed by eruptions of molten rock.
| But this pressure and intrusion of igneons rocks
have not affected the overlying strata of the
secomd set.  Thus it is evident that an interval of
considerable duration elapsed between the forma-
tion of the schists and the beginning of deposition
of the strata of the second set. During this
interval the schists suffered metamorphism; they
were the scene of f:!l'll.l:ti\'e activity; and t.hfj-'

~were deeply eroded.  The contact between the

second and third sets, marking a time interval
between two periods of rock formation, is another
unconformity,

The section and landscape in fig. 2 are ideal,
but they illustrate relations which actually oceur.
The sections in the structure-section sheet are

' related to the maps as the section in the figure is.
' related to the landscape.  The profiles of the sur-

face in the section correspond to the actual slopes
of the ground along the section line, and the depth
from the surface of an y mineral-producing or water-
bearing stratum which appears in the section may
be measured by using the scale of the map.

Columnar seclion sheel.—This sheet contains a
concise description of the rock formations which
oceur in the quadrangle. It presents a summary
of the facts relating to the character of the rocks,
the thicknesses of the formations, and the order
of accumulation of successive deposits.

The rocks are deseribed under the correspond-
ing heading, and their characters are indicated in
the colummnar diagrams by appropriate symbols.

' The thicknesses of formations are given in fizures

which state the least and greatest measurements.
The average thickness of each formation is shown
in the column, which is drawn to a seale — usually
1000 feet to 1 inch. The order of accumulation of
the sediments is shown in the colummar arrange-
ment: the oldest formation is placed at the bottom
of the column, the youngest at the top, and igne-

ous rocks or surficial deposits, when present, are

indicated in their proper relations.
The formations are combined info systems
which correspond with the periods of geologic

history. Thus the ages of the rocks are shown,

and also the total thickness of each system,
The intervals of time which correspond to

events of uplift and degradation and constitute

intm'rlt'[:tfﬂns of depﬁ.‘!ftiu!l of sediments are indi-
cated graphically and by the word * unconformity.”
« CHARLES D, WALCOTT,
Director.
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PUBLISHED GEOLOGIC FOLIOS

Ho* Name of folic. State.
TR ivingston 4 £ 225 s IMontani e Sl SRR e e,
2 | Ringgold - - - - - - - .. -. Ceorgia-Tennessee . . . . .
B Blacarsllert - . oihys bt X el saarrs rE ity S 1
14 | Kingston - .« -« - 2 .. . RATIOEESAR |« rial sl ol g oy
B | Sacramento + o v o0 - California . - - - - - . MR
1 Chattangoga .l 0 s Dk TR b SR S S
7 | Pikes Peak. . - . .« -0 . PR | )Y 1] e (o i M S e &SR
8 Sowane o ke e RS T -l e e
19 | Anthracite-Crested Butte . . | Golorado - - - .+ » v« v«
10| 'Harpers Ferry v < v s Va-W. Va-Md. .. .. ...
Ll aJaskson 0. e e e wi e e ) o m o N TR O S ST
12 | Estillville . ... . o 2% o Va.-Ky.-Teon. - . . . . ..
13 | Fredericksburg . - . - - « . . Maryland-Virginia . . . . . .
I = TR e N S e e T . | Virginia-West Virginia . . . .
18 | Tiageati Pealk-v- - ot b . Calibdrnda .-t = do sl AL LF L
18| Knoxvilla. . .« <. 5. .. Tennessee-Morth Caralina . .
17 1 Margswdlle . 00 o FA Ralilornis 5 m e W T o T
18| Smartsville . . . . . . -+« - | California- .. . .. ...
197 | 'Stevanson 4 « s iei i siew s in : Elaal Tannt L nin i
20 | Clavaland o ay- « ol 5 . AN G R TR RN R
ST Plltaville oL’ o avd s WL, | Tentagsas . « & .= . . - - .
.22 | McMinnville . . . . . 8¢ LU Eareaons N BRI TR A
re| Bl &AL e e L | Maryland-Virginia . . . . . .
24 | Threa Forks . . « « « « o1 | Montana . . /- ¢ o . . o .
Gl Toondon, o 474 Bhh . 3 . | Tennessee . . ... . . .. v .
26 | Pocahontas . - - . . . . . .. | Virginia-West Virginia . . . .
o7 | Mordstown~ - /- - - - 4. || Tennessee = . . . v s os
28 | "Pledmont . - -/ -« 2w . L | Maryland-West Virginia . .
29 | Mevada City Special - . . . . L A O T et Feh e s e B s
50 | Yellowstone National Park . @ Wyoming . . - - - - . .« ..
51 | Pyramid Peak . . . . « . .. Ealifornian B & L e S
Rl e [ R L e g | Virginia-West Virginia - . . .
B35 | Briceville. - . . .. ... .. Tennessee . . . . . e
54 | Buckhannon . . . ... ... | West Virginia - - - - . . ..
BB Badeden 0 -as Tk e a AR I labama e b S R i e
36 | Pueble - . - -« - o on . Colnragod v hd DL S el
5T | Downleville S om0y EAliFOImia « g e, LMl
58 | ButteSpecial - . - . -« . .. ) e T e R B
BRI melrae Tl s L e TR ] o - A (R
A0 1 I A e e e e R Tennesses - . - &« « + .+
e R s R PO B o L California. « « + v« ¢« o« « &
F R L T e g (W P! - C-F S e S
A BidwelleBar |- =t gf it o e CalForia o i s et s e s
dd-| Tazeweall s = =. o v & 7 . .| Wirginia-West Virginia . - . .
o M T T et T - I [0 e e A e O S -y e
46 | Richmonds - - - <15 - =L Kentucky - . 4% v be ik 2 -

* Order by number.

+ Payment must be made by money order or in cash.

1 Thesa folios are out of stock.

Price.t
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25
25
25
25
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25
, 25
13
50
25
a8
28
25
28
25
26
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
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25
25
B0
3]
28
25
25
25
25
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25
50
26
25
26
26
25
25
25
25
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Girculars showing the location of the area covered by any of the above folios, as well as information congerning topographic maps and other publications of the Geological Survey, may be
had on application ta the Director, United States Geslogical Survey. Washington. D, C.

No.* . Name of folio. State. Price.t
| Cents.
47 i London - - . « « v oo 0 v FE 20 o o AR S S TS 25
48 | Tenmile District Special . . . | Ceolorade . . . . . . . .. .. 25
|58 | Roeablig b i 2 B0 Pioaghmed o bt L 05
f 50 | Holyoke - . ..... & P HRREERDN; v o 5 o RS 50 |
Bl | Big Treeg == tpe - ., 405 | Califotnia . . <"y - « 00 = 28 ;
| 52 | Absaroka. .. = . .. ... WY aming, - Ve S il Al S 95 |
| B3 Standingstone . ....... TENNesses « . « = =% « & s s 25
I B [ T asonma il e ol Fooe s Washington. € - 5 4 .. a8
I 85 |'Fort Bantoi. . . . . .5 . . Montana & ... 2500 . 25
| 56 | Little Belt Mountains . . . . | Montana . . . - - .4 <. .. 25
e Tallivides .27 #ats o FoSres Colorado - % = & o gty o 1hL 25
BB MEIMoro Lo et heet i o] Calotado™ o AT i e i a5
| “¥6a°| Edstolr O i g s 2 Virginia-Tennessee . . . . . 25
| 60 |LaPlata - . . « . b T Colorado « « « <« « N 95
| BV Monbapayss . 00 e Virginia-West Virginia . . . . ab
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