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Don’t judge a book by it's cover

Often times we allow our perception and viewpoints to be tainted by the media or by other
people’s opinions. We make up our mind without analyzing the reality of a situation or knowing
the whole truth. We decide how we feel about something without having all the information
which could ultimately alter our feeling towards it. We are all guilty of “judging a book by its

cover.”

Other times, we take a strong stance on an issue and it is only human nature to feel passionate
about it. However, we don’t often enough react positively to those strong feelings. It’s real easy
to criticize and assume that the opposition is mistaken. But there are always two sides to every
story and we have to remember that our opposition feels the same way we do. That’s why when
we feel strongly about something, it is very hard to change our mind. That's also why, on some
controversial issues, we are either very much for it or very much against it...period.

This issue explores stories that demonstrate why we should stop judging books by their cover
and be more open to listening to the entire story. Like the story of Robert Duran, PhD which is
truly an inspirational one. He proves everyday that with determination and hard work no matter
where you come from, where you've been or what you look like if you want something you can
have it. The Pendulum Swinging is another story about two different perspectives on tattoos and
how society has changed its mind about them.

On a lighter side, I am excited to introduce our TTLC section! It has gotten such good response
that we decided to expand on it a little further. In the summer issue we will be highlighting the
best salsa in Las Cruces and your nomination is greatly appreciated.

We are thrilled to deliver our second spring issue to you! The main purpose of Tu Revista Latina
is, and will continue to be, to provide you with relevant stories that are different from any you
might see in other magazines. We strive to make them consistently authentic and real but at the
same time entertaining. We hope that you will be able to use our stories and information as tools
to help you stride towards a future that includes a strong sense of your past. Remember that your
comments are always welcomed! E-mail me and tell me what’s on your mind.
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P PERSONAJE COMUNITARIO//

Duran,rmp

By Dave Edwards

Robert Duran has gone El Profe at least one
better. The New Mexico State University

“Profe” has a PhD in sociology from the
He has been an

You know the Homies, right? Those little
action figures that you see in vending

machines at the convenience store or in the

University of Colorado.
assistant professor of Criminal Justice at
NMSU since 2006. He teaches courses that

range from Introduction to Criminal Justice

toy section of your favorite retailer. There

I
w have only been more than 140 million of
All through my them sold and they are not only toys but

academic career on clothing and, now, a video game. A recent |
search revealed Homies with names like | to The Nature of Crime, and Race, Crime

people ha've BabyBoy, Shy Girl, Ice Cold and El Grumpy. | and Justice. Now all of this isn’t necessarily

And then, there in Series 5, was El Profe —a | extraordinary by itself, but when one

questioned
" sort of nerdy looking fellow with glasses
my even try1ng to and a tie standing very erect behind a lectern |

becomes aware of the path Robert took to
get here it becomes a very compelling story.
“l was the victim of a home invasion
Succeed, mostly How popular could this particular character | robbery,” he recalls. “My girlfriend, now
i 7 P be in the Homie world? Especially compared , my wife, and I were tied up and threatened
%Wto such colorful characters as Mr. Scarecrow | with guns. My one-year-old daughter was
or MastaBlasta. According to his bio he “has | covered with a blanket.” He realized that
Of the Way a Masters degree in education...and cares | his gang activities were tting close
very deeply for the young Homies that come | family members in dan:::r. p':l:n;\x: ::l:

obviously in front of a class of students.

through his S &t st sionifi
ugh his classroom.” Most significantly, thefrustmtionofknowingwhuhadvictimih‘d

[ look,”
“he gre : iR e P ! .
’ e grew up in the same neighborhood as | him but found that the police were unwilling
J them, and knows the challenges they face.” to ke ol ere unwilling
ake action. “l wanted to take my life
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in a different direction.”




aking classes at Weber State

e began ! b

Jniversity put found it difficult to meet
n "/
neessenﬁa] requirement. “Tjustcouldn’t

0

make it to class,”

doing homework, I just didn’t

" he smiles. “Carrying

pooks,
pave the <kill set to make me successful.”

He did, however, find one class that

reall
eventually dropped out of Weber but

y interested him - sociology. He

enrolled in 2 small business college
with the idea of getting an associate’s

degree in business with a minor in

=
]lly dcadellllc career p(ople have
queS th“ed "ly even tlylllg to succeed

mostly because of the way I look,” he

Sane i “
¥s quietly. “Someone who looks the

slightest bit ‘gangsta’ isn't supposed to

F)e able to have goals like I did. That
Just motivated me more.” He worked
alongside other €X-gang members in
Denver who worked with current gang
members to reduce violence. “These
guys looked really ganged out but they

were proud of it. It didn’t matter how

accounting and opening
his own low-rider shop.
“] felt more comfortable
in that smaller setting
and was able to succeed
more academically.” But
he wasn’t able to find
work in custom cars so
he gave the university
another try.

they dressed or how
many
had.

empowering to know

tattoos they

It was very
we could make a

difference.”

addition to
Robert
do

In
teaching,

continues  to

Robert graduated from Weber State
in 2000 with a Bachelor of Arts in
Sociology, minoring in Criminal Justice
and Psychology. He focused on Child
and Family Services and worked as a
peer mentor with children. He worked
for a year in juvenile probation and

another year at a youth correction

facility where he proctored the
detainees during activities and
Participated in  observation and

assessment. He also learned valuable
Mediation skills which he

to
: be a valuable tool in a number of
Situationg,

found

G “Mediation really can be
: when  settling disputes and
im Just between gangs. It was also
f:'zz;hheil:fm when working with the
youth corrections most of

Whom Iae
} Weren't involved with gangs.”

ncouraged by a faculty
- t his PhD. After applying
Coulg bem schools, he found that he
dire )’Pass getting his Masters and go
. Y.lnto a doctoral program at the
Y of Colorado. “All through

research on local gang
issues, which are different than in Utah
and Colorado. “The police here have
a much less confrontational approach,
which is helpful. It also helps that the

police force is more balanced toward

the Hispanic majority.” He is
particularly interested  in  the
disproportionate representation  of

minority youth at various contact points

in the juvenile justice system. “We

also need to work for more resources
for programs to give young people
to gangs and develop

grams to deal with gang

alternatives
mediation pro;

conflicts.”

Robert Duran is excited about the future
and being a part of positive change.
#] am happy to be alive,
never thought I would make it this far.”

# he muses. ‘I

: ‘es
There is @ small collection of Homie

n on Robert’s office from

that look dow B
the door. They

all ledge above
a constant T
rofe that h

the sm y
eminder tO this

as )
e needs to keep

serve
life-size El I’

in touch.
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