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The site of the project is located in the heart 

of downtown Austin, Tx. This location is not 

only crucial for its centrality in the state but 

also the dire need of the youth living in the 

surrounding areas. It was important to this 

project that the young in-patients did not  

feel as though they have been removed or 

shamed by society and placed at a remote 

location. Keeping this new facility in the city 

for views, acitivties and proximity to hospi-

tals was crucial. 



The site itself sits atop a beautiful, heavily wooded bluff  that overlooks 

the city, marina, Lake Travis and captures sunlight all throughout the 

day. Being somewhat off  the busy area of Lake Travis in a canal in 

a no wake zone, made the site desirable for both its tranquility and 

views. The topography of the bluff  experiences a w40' steep drop 

on the Northern end, which became essential to the design process 

and fi nal massing.
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The facility and its form are heavily based 

in Japanese fundamentals + materiality. For 

centuries, the Japanese believed that a stable 

mind could be achieved by existing in harmony 

and balance with nature. The concept of En-

gawa engages a user with their surroundings 

through an overhanging porch space that pro-

trudes over water.
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The sections and enlarged 

plans are representative of 

signifi cant microspaces with-

in the greater landscape of 

the building. For instance, the 

mezzanine area of the court-

yard (featured on right) and 

its relationship to the central 

staircase and to the residen-

tial wings that frame it. 
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