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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to my architecture project, a restoration endeavor that aims to revive the 
historical significance of Hotel Igman while paying homage to its past. Situated among 
the majestic mountain tops, this iconic hotel holds within its walls stories of the 1984 
Winter Olympics and the Bosnia war. As I embarked on this project, I approached it 
with great respect for the site’s history and its people.

In light of the damage inflicted by war and the passage of time, I have made the 
decision to gut the interior of the hotel, albeit with a heavy heart. However, this 
restoration process is not just about restoring the physical structure of the hotel; it’s 
about breathing new life into its essence. The exterior of the hotel will be meticulously 
transformed back to its original finishes, a nod to its former grandeur.

Beyond the hotel, I am also dedicated to creating a commemorative museum that 
will serve as a poignant reminder of the site’s history. The museum will be designed 
thoughtfully, offering glimpses of Olympic ruins and war-torn landscapes, and 
connecting viewers with the mountain tops. It will be a space where visitors can 
immerse themselves in the stories of the past, understanding the significance of the 
site and its history.

As I pour my efforts into this project, my hope is that it will foster an appreciation 
for historical preservation and create a meaningful connection between visitors and 
the site’s past. Through my work, I aim to highlight the importance of preserving the 
history of Olympic sites and the people affected by the Bosnia war. I invite you to join 
me on this journey as we honor the history of Hotel Igman and its significance to its 
people. Thank you for your interest in this project.
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CONSTRUCTION 
OF HOTEL IGMAN

SARAJEVO WINTER
OLYMPICS

The Hotel igman was 
opened for the 1984 
Winter Olympics.

1983
1984

The Hotel Igman 
was constructed  
in preparation for 
the 1984 Winter 
Olympics.

BOSNIA WAR

CONSTRUCTION OF
HOTEL IGMAN

The complex was used 
as a military outpost 

during the Siege of Sa-
rajevo [part of the War 

in Bosnia), which began 
in April 1992.

The complex melays 
abonded and is fre-

quented by tourists.1992
2022
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SITE LOCATION
Hotel Igman is situated in Ilidža, a charming winter resort town on the outskirts of Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia. The hotel’s 
location is perfect for visitors who want to enjoy the stunning natural beauty of Bosnia, with easy access to the ski slopes 
and other outdoor activities. Nestled in the mountains at the foot of Mount Igman, the hotel offers breathtaking views of the 
surrounding scenery. The location of the hotel is also convenient, with a range of amenities and infrastructure nearby. Visitors 
can choose from several restaurants and cafes in the vicinity, providing a range of dining options. Additionally, there is a hotel 
police station located nearby, offering visitors a sense of security and peace of mind.

One of the most notable attractions near the Hotel Igman is the former Olympic ski jumps, used during the 1984 Winter 
Olympics held in Sarajevo, located just three miles away. These historic jumps are still in use today and offer visitors a unique 
opportunity to ski in the same location as some of the world’s greatest athletes. The Hotel Igman’s location is perfect for visitors 
who want to experience the natural beauty and excitement of Bosnia, with easy access to nearby amenities and attractions. 
Whether visitors are looking for a winter adventure or a relaxing getaway, the Hotel Igman is the perfect destination.
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PROPOSAL
The Hotel Olympia aims to undergo a complete 
gut renovation plan of all seven floors of its 
interior space. This will involve relocating all 
non-structural walls and integrating new vertical 
circulation systems to meet modern standards, 
while still maintaining the iconic exterior facade 
and nodding to its rich history.

The primary objective of the renovation is to 
modernize the interior design, making it more 
functional and aesthetically pleasing while 
maximizing the available space. The proposed 
plan includes an open floor layout that removes 
unnecessary barriers, allowing for free movement 
and optimal space usage.

Improving the vertical circulation systems is 
also a significant aspect of the project, with the 
installation of new elevators and stairways to 
improve accessibility to all floors of the hotel. The 
new vertical circulation systems will be integrated 
seamlessly into the existing infrastructure to 
maintain the hotel’s original design.

To ensure the successful completion of the 
renovation plan, experienced architects, 
designers, and construction professionals will 
be engaged to employ the latest design and 
construction techniques. Modern materials and 
technology will be utilized to achieve the desired 
results.
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THE suite
The suite at this hotel is a true mas-
terpiece, thoughtfully designed to take 
advantage of an entire wing. With a 
modern Scandinavian interior design, it 
features two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
a full living room, kitchen, and study 
nook. The open-concept design seam-
lessly connects the living room, kitchen, 
and dining area, with sleek furnishings, 
clean lines, and neutral color palettes 
that exude comfort and style. Large win-
dows provide breathtaking views of the 
surrounding mountains from every corner 
of the suite, including the bedrooms and 
study nook. The fully-equipped kitchen is 
a culinary haven, while the bedrooms are 
sanctuaries of comfort with plush king-
sized beds and en-suite bathrooms with 
luxurious amenities. In addition, the suite 
offers upscale amenities such as per-
sonalized concierge services, access to 
exclusive facilities, complimentary Wi-Fi, 
and dedicated parking. This extraordinary 
suite promises a truly memorable stay for 
guests seeking a luxurious and immer-
sive mountain getaway.
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THE 
CONNECTION
The connection is a carefully designed focal point 
that serves as a seamless link between the old and 
new construction elements. It comprises of two main 
components that are meticulously crafted to provide an 
enhanced experience for the users.

The first part of the connection is a striking bridge that 
draws inspiration from the form of a bobsleigh track. It 
serves as a visually captivating and functional element 
that guides the users to and from the secondary point. 
The bridge is not only aesthetically appealing, but it also 
boasts of practical features such as a heated floor, which 
ensures that users can comfortably traverse the bridge 
even during winter when snowfall may occur. Additionally, 
the bridge is equipped with modern LED lighting that 
illuminates the path, providing a safe and visually pleasing 
experience for users even during nighttime.

The second part of the connection is a thoughtfully 
designed park. This outdoor green space is meticulously 
curated to provide a tranquil and serene environment for 
users to relax, unwind, and reflect. The park is carefully 
landscaped with lush greenery, vibrant flowers, and well-
manicured lawns, creating a serene oasis amidst the 
hustle and bustle of the surrounding urban environment. 
The park also serves a dual purpose as a parking 
garage for guests of the hotel and museum, providing a 
convenient and integrated solution for parking needs.

The connection, with its unique combination of a stunning 
bridge and a serene park, serves as a perfect blend of 
aesthetics, functionality, and sustainability. It not only 
provides a smooth transition between the old and new 
construction but also enhances the overall experience of 
the users, making it a standout feature in the design of the 
space. Whether it’s appreciating the stunning architecture 
of the bridge, enjoying the warmth of the heated floor 
during winter, or finding solace in the tranquility of the 
park, the connection is designed to captivate the senses 
and elevate the user experience to new heights.
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THE 
VIEWS
In the design process of the museum, careful consideration 
was given to the views from each of the three sections, 
creating a truly immersive and reflective experience for the 
visitors.

The first view is strategically positioned towards the current-
day hotel, providing visitors with an opportunity to reflect on 
the impressive rehabilitation and transformation of the hotel. 
As they gaze at the modern-day hotel, visitors can appreciate 
the architectural changes and restoration efforts that have 
taken place, and reflect on the significance of preserving 
historical landmarks for future generations.

The second view is carefully crafted to offer a glimpse of 
the currently abandoned Olympic ruins, as visitors walk 
through the Olympic history section of the museum. This view 
allows visitors to visualize the grandeur and glory of the past 
Olympic games, while also acknowledging the passage of 
time and the impact of neglect on once iconic structures. It 
serves as a poignant reminder of the transient nature of grand 
events and the importance of preserving their legacies.

The third view is deliberately designed to provide a somber 
perspective of the war-torn landscape from the Bosnia war, 
as visitors progress through the war section of the museum. 
This view offers a stark reminder of the devastating effects 
of war on a landscape and its people, creating a powerful 
and thought-provoking experience for visitors. It encourages 
reflection on the consequences of conflict, the fragility of 
peace, and the importance of fostering understanding and 
reconciliation.

By incorporating these strategic views into the design of 
the museum, the experience for visitors is enriched with 
a multi-dimensional perspective that stimulates reflection, 
contemplation, and understanding. It allows visitors to 
connect with the historical context and significance of 
the exhibits, and fosters a deeper appreciation for the 
complexities of history and the importance of preserving 
cultural heritage. The thoughtful incorporation of these views 
adds depth and meaning to the museum experience, making 
it a truly immersive and memorable journey for visitors.
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Closing Remarks

Thank you for joining me on this journey through the restoration of Hotel Igman. As 
you have seen, this was not just a project to restore a building, but a labor of love and 
dedication to honor the history of the site and its people.

As an architect, I have always been passionate about preserving historical sites and 
structures. But this project held a special place in my heart. The stories of the 1984 Winter 
Olympics and the Bosnia war that are contained within the walls of Hotel Igman are stories 
that must be told and remembered.

To breathe new life into the hotel’s essence, it was necessary to gut the interior. However, 
this process was not taken lightly. Each decision was made with great care and respect for 
the site’s history and its people. The exterior of the hotel was meticulously transformed back 
to its original finishes, honoring the site’s former grandeur.

Beyond the hotel, I was dedicated to creating a commemorative museum that would 
serve as a poignant reminder of the site’s history. The museum was designed thoughtfully, 
offering glimpses of Olympic ruins and war-torn landscapes, and connecting viewers with 
the mountain tops. It is a space where visitors can immerse themselves in the stories of the 
past, understanding the significance of the site and its history.

Through this project, I aimed to highlight the importance of historical preservation and 
create a meaningful connection between visitors and the site’s past. I hope that this book 
has inspired you to appreciate the significance of historical sites like Hotel Igman and to 
honor the stories of the people affected by events like the 1984 Winter Olympics and the 
Bosnia war.

Once again, thank you for your interest in this project, and I hope that you have found 
this book to be a meaningful tribute to the history of Hotel Igman and its significance to its 
people.
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