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Unemployment Insurance – Initial Claims in the U.S.



Unemployment Insurance – Initial Claims in Texas



Unemployment Insurance  Claims in Texas - Cumulative 

Source: Texas Workforce Commission



Weekly Unemployment Insurance Claims by Industry
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Cumulative UI Claims and  UI Claims as a Percentage of Nonfarm Employment by 
Metro Area in Texas

The size of the circle is proportional to the 
total number of UI Claims for the six weeks 
March 7 – April 11, 2020

The percentages reflect the total UI claims 
as a Percentage of Nonfarm Employment

Total UI Claims as a Percentage of 
February’s Nonfarm Employment in Texas 
is 7.2%

Source: Texas Workforce Commission



Cumulative Claims and Percentage of Nonfarm Employment in College Station-Bryan

Cumulative Claims (left axis)
Share of Nonfarm Employment (right axis)

Source: Texas Workforce Commission



Cumulative Claims and Proportion of Nonfarm Employment in Texas

Source: Texas Workforce Commission



Total Approved Drilling Permits in Texas and College Station-Bryan

Partial Data for April



Decline in Daily Traffic in Texas



TSA Traveler Throughout 2019 vs 2020



Enplanements at Easterwood Airport January-March in 2019 and 2020 



Actual and Predicted Energy Use in New York and in Texas
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Actual and Predicted Energy Use in California and in Texas
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Percent Deviation Between Actual and Predicted Energy Use
by States and Regions 
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Individual States

California New York Florida

Tennessee Texas
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Regions

Carolinas Central Mid-Atlantic

Midwest New England Northwest

Southeast SouthwestNote: 7-day moving average.



Estimate of How Much Actual Energy Use Has Declined Relative to 
Expected Energy Use 
March and the first two weeks of April
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IMF Projections
Country 2019 2020 Projection April 

(January)
2021 Projections April 

(January)

USA +2.3% -5.9%      (+2.0%) +4.7%      (+1.7%)

Euro Area +1.2% -7.5%      (+1.3%) +4.7%      (+1.4%)

Japan +0.7% -5.2%      (+0.7%) +3.0%      (+0.5%)

UK +1.4% -6.5%      (+1.4%) +4.0%      (+1.5%)

Canada +1.6% -6.2%      (+1.8%) +4.2%      (+1.8%)

China +6.1% +1.2%      (+6.0%) +9.2%      (+5.8%)

India +4.2% +1.9%      (+5.8%) +7.4%      (+6.5%)

Mexico -0.1% -6.6%      (1.0%) +3.0%      (+1.6%)



Household Savings
Households

• The median American household held about $12,330 worth of savings in bank 
accounts and retirement savings accounts as of June 2019.

• 29% of households have less than $1,000 in savings.



Percentage of Total Household Net Worth by 
Wealth Percentiles
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Oil Prices



Mining, Oil and Gas Production
Share of All Wage Payments

• College Station - Bryan MSA (3 county area):  4.8%
• Texas statewide:  5.6%

Share of GDP
• College Station–Bryan MSA:  14%
• Texas:  13%

Share of Employment
• College Station – Bryan MSA:  2.3%



Impact on State Budget

• Oil Production Tax is 4.5% of Value of Oil Production (with some 
exceptions)

• Total last year was $3.9 billion, 7.7% of all taxes ($50.2 billion)
• This year was running at 8.2% of all taxes
• A fall in oil prices from $55 to $20 is a 63% reduction in the value of 

oil production, a 5% cut in tax collections.  A fall in oil prices to $10 is 
a 72% reduction in the value of oil production, almost a 6% cut in tax 
collections

• This is far from the only event leading to a decline in state revenue



State Budget Scenario
• FY 2020 (September 2019 – August 2020) 
• September – February:  Tax collections up 5.5% over FY 2019
• March:  Tax collections down 3.7% over March 2019
• April – August: Tax collections will decline by ??

• Sales tax collections: retail sales are down, especially taxable sales. 
• Motor Vehicle Sales tax collections:  auto sales are down over 30%.
• Motor Fuel tax collections:  driving miles are down by 40%.
• Oil Production tax collections:  oil price down by more than 60%.
• Hotel Occupancy tax collections:  hotel occupancy down precipitously.

• State tax revenue could fall by 10 – 15% relative to last year for each 
month we are experiencing the current economic decline due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic



Preliminary Indications and Planning
• “KBTX has learned the health department, along with all other city 

and county departments in Bryan, College Station and Brazos County, 
are being asked to draft budgets for the next fiscal year that would 
include a possible ten percent reduction.”

• One TAMU College is telling department heads they are expecting a 
7.5% budget cut for the coming academic year.

• Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar is telling communities around the 
state to brace for the impact of less sales tax collection and 
distribution tied to the coronavirus emergency.  Taxes distributed in 
April were collected in February and thus do not reflect the major 
impact the coronavirus pandemic. Hegar expects May’s allocations to 
drop substantially, and expects June’s numbers to be even worse.



When will the official unemployment rate 
data become available?

Calendar Month National Data State Data City Data

March 2020 April 03 April 17 April 29

April 2020 May 08 May 22 June 03
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