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ABSTRACT

Type Ia supernovae are some of the most luminous transient events in our universe, but their

ultraviolet (UV) properties remain relatively unexplored when compared to the optical and in-

frared properties. In this dissertation I introduce various techniques that take advantage of the Neil

Gehrels Swift Observatory Ultra-Violet/Optical Telescope’s (UVOT) multi-wavelength coverage

in order to connect the well known optical properties of Type Ia supernovae with the lesser-known

UV properties. First, I statistically compare the light curves of 97 nearby supernovae, showing

for the first time that the UV and optical light curve properties of Type Ia supernovae are strongly

correlated and have similar variability The light curves were modeled with templates, which were

created by a technique called functional principal component analysis. This modeling technique

allows for almost any light curve to be described as a linear combination of various weighted tem-

plates. Next I measure the intrinsic brightness, dust extinction, and k-corrections for a sample of 40

supernovae. With this I characterise the intrinsic variability of supernovae in the UV and optical,

which when combined with the light curve correlations will pave the way for future cosmology

studies that utilize the rest-frame UV emission. I accomplish this by creating multi-color models

of the supernova’s spectral energy density with a range of artificial template spectra. Finally I

demonstrate a light curve modeling technique that is capable of estimating the peak magnitudes

of a supernova with as little as three epochs of observation. All of these modeling techniques and

statistical analyses will be highly useful when the next generation of high redshift transient sur-

veys, such as the Rubin Observatory and the Roman Space Telescope, come online and observe

the rest-frame UV light of supernovae.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND LITERATURE REVIEW

Type Ia supernovae (SNe Ia) are some of the most luminous transient events in the universe,

often exceeding the brightness of their host galaxy. Unlike core-collapse supernovae, which are

caused by high mass stars at the end of their life spans, SNe Ia are thermonuclear explosions of

white dwarf stars. These white dwarfs are thought to accrete matter from a binary companion

until they reach a critical mass, at which point carbon fusion ignites within the core [Mazzali

et al., 2007]. The white dwarf is unable to effectively cool through expansion, and thus unbinds

as a supernova. The critical mass at which a carbon-oxygen (CO) white dwarf unbinds is more

commonly called the Chandrasekhar Mass, and is around 1.4 M⊙ [Hillebrandt and Niemeyer,

2000]. The Chandrasekhar Mass is often confused with the Chandrasekhar Limit, which is the

maximum mass that a white dwarf can grow to while being sustained by electron degeneracy

pressure [Chandrasekhar, 1931]. If white dwarf could reach this limit without undergoing carbon

fusion, then it would likely collapse into a neutron star [Maeda, 2022].

1.1 Type Ia Progenitors

Current models point to two main pathways for a Type Ia, the single-degenerate and double-

degenerate model [Maeda and Terada, 2016]. Here, degenerate refers to objects held up by de-

generacy pressure, such as white dwarfs. A single degenerate system contains an accreting white

dwarf and a non-degenerate donor companion, such as a main sequence star or a red giant. A

double-degenerate system would contain two white dwarfs, either in an accreter-donor pair similar

to the single degenerate case or in a merging/colliding pair.

Both pathways start with a pair of main sequence stars. If the two are close enough when the

primary evolves into a red giant, then the resulting common envelope phase will lead the objects

to in-spiral until the envelope is expelled, at which point it becomes a close binary pair containing

a CO white dwarf and a main sequence star. When the secondary expands, it may transfer mass

onto the primary. If the primary gains enough mass to trigger carbon fusion, then this process
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will result in a single-degenerate Type Ia supernova. This was once thought to be the dominant

pathway for SNe Ia [Whelan and Iben, 1973, Claeys et al., 2014]. However the single-degenerate

channel would result in a number of observable signatures that have not been reported in large

number. For instance the companion star is expected to survive the explosion and would be ejected

from the system at a high velocity, but surveys of SNe Ia remnants have mostly been unable to find

any hyper-velocity companions [Li et al., 2019]. In addition, the shock of the supernova ejecta

colliding with the surface of the companion is expected to result in excess flux during the earliest

phases of the supernova. [Kasen, 2010, Piro and Nakar, 2014]. Surveys in the optical and IR

claim to have found evidence for shock interaction consistent with the single-degenerate channel

[Burke et al., 2022]. Models also suggest that the shock signal should be brightest in the UV,

but very few SNe Ia have been found with early UV excess [Brown et al., 2012b, Scalzo et al.,

2014, Hosseinzadeh et al., 2022]. This would either suggest that the shock interaction models are

incorrect or that the single-degenerate channel is not as common as once believed.

If the primary does not explode during the previous phase, then the result is a close binary

of two CO white dwarfs (the double-degenerate channel). Gravitational wave decay causes the

objects to further in-spiral until they are close enough to interact [Maeda and Terada, 2016]. From

here the white dwarfs may merge or collide, forming either a single high-mass white dwarf or a

Type Ia supernova if carbon fusion is triggered [Cheng et al., 2020]. If the secondary companion

maintains a He shell after evolving, the primary may accrete the He in a similar manner to the

single-degenerate channel [Roy et al., 2022]. Thanks to the stronger constraints on the binary

fraction of white dwarfs in galaxies, the double-degenerate channel is now believed to be the

dominant channel for SNe Ia, [Maoz and Hallakoun, 2017].

Peculiar events have led to further sub-types of progenitor models. "Super-C" explosions have

been seen with initial mass estimates of up to 2 M⊙, far greater than the Chandrasekhar limit

[Howell et al., 2006, Hsiao et al., 2020]. These are thought to be caused by the high rotational

velocities of some white dwarfs, which allow them to maintain electron degeneracy pressure at

high masses [Kilic et al., 2021]. Meanwhile "Sub-C" events are thought to be caused by an external
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explosion, such as helium fusion in the accretion stream, which then triggers carbon fusion in the

core and unbinds the white dwarf before it reaches the Chandrasekhar Mass [Roy et al., 2022].

Extremely sub-luminous SNe Ia, known as "IaX", are another outlier. These may be the result of a

partial disruption of a white dwarf, and the progenitor may survive the explosion in a diminished

state [Foley et al., 2015, Camacho-Neves et al., 2023].

1.2 Light Curve Evolution

The luminosity of SNe Ia changes over time as the ejecta expands and evolves into different

phases. The amount of flux at any given time is roughly determined by two factors, the stages of

nucleosynthesis and the photospheric properties. Nuclear burning in the high density core results in

a large mass of 56Ni, the decay of which into 56Co dominates the flux output near peak brightness

[Mazzali et al., 2007]. The amount of 56Ni generated greatly effects the shape of the light curve;

larger amounts of 56Ni results in broader and brighter light curves, while fast-declining SNe Ia

tend to have lower amounts of 56Ni [Kasen and Woosley, 2007]. At very late times (≥ 200 days

post-explosion) the light curve is powered by the decay of 56Co into 56Fe [Graur et al., 2018],

and as such SNe Ia are thought to be the dominant source of Fe in the universe [Arcones and

Thielemann, 2023].

Intermediate mass elements (IME), such as iron, form in the lower density outer ejecta [Mazzali

et al., 2007]. At early phases these IME dominate the absorption features of the SNe Ia, particularly

in the UV [DerKacy et al., 2020]. As a result the early UV light curves show substantial diversity

when compared to the optical light curves [Milne et al., 2010, Devarakonda and Brown, 2022]. The

photospheric velocity, often characterized by the SiIIλ6355 line, can affect the mean free path of

photons and thus the light curve behavior. Some studies suggest that high velocity SNe Ia tend to

be redder than normal, perhaps due to increased line-blanketing from the ejects [Foley and Kasen,

2011] or from circum-stellar medium (CSM) stripped from a SD accretion stream [Wang et al.,

2019]. However other studies have not found that correlation in the optical colors [Dettman et al.,

2021]. The UV colors do seem the be highly correlated with the SiII velocity at peak brightness,

perhaps due to their increased susceptibility to photospheric properties at that epoch relative to the
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optical colors [Brown et al., 2018].

1.3 Cosmology

Because the peak luminosity of SNe Ia is determined by the amount of 56Ni decay, SNe Ia

are useful as cosmological distance indicators [Pskovskii, 1977, Phillips, 1993, Riess et al., 1996,

Phillips et al., 1999]. This is normally done by correlating the intrinsic brightness to the ∆m15

(the decline rate for the first 15 days after peak) [Phillips, 1993, Garnavich et al., 2004], or by

fitting a stretch to a light curve/color curve template [Goldhaber et al., 2001, Riess et al., 1996, Jha

et al., 2007]. Through studies of high redshift Sne Ia, it was discovered that supernovae that

were further away were fainter than expected from a steady expansion, resulting in the first direct

evidence for dark energy [Riess et al., 1998, Perlmutter et al., 1999]. However these estimates for

the expansion of the universe differed significantly from results of Cosmic Microwave Background

(CMB) studies [Planck Collaboration et al., 2018, Freedman et al., 2019].

Efforts to resolve the so-called "Hubble Tension" has lead to a deeper search into the systematic

uncertainties in SNe Ia measurements, revealing a great deal about the inherent diversity in these

objects. For instance, many sub-types of SNe Ia deviate significantly from the known width-

luminosity relations, such as IaXs which tend to be under-luminous and Super-C objects which are

overly luminous [Stahl et al., 2019]. In addition SNe Ia in high mass galaxies (≥ 1010M⊙) tend to

be brighter than expected, suggesting different progenitor channels for SNe Ia in different galaxies

[Uddin et al., 2020].

1.4 Beyond Optical

The near-infrared (NIR) light curves of SNe Ia have been found to significantly reduce the

scatter in Hubble residuals [Dhawan et al., 2018, Avelino et al., 2019]. This due to less dust ex-

tinction and lower intrinsic scatter in the width-luminosity relation in the NIR [Krisciunas et al.,

2000, Wood-Vasey et al., 2008, Mandel et al., 2011, Kattner et al., 2012]. With the upcoming

Nancy J. Roman Space Telescope, combined optical-NIR studies may be able statistically con-

strain cosmological parameters out to z ∼ 0.4 [Pierel et al., 2022]. NIR observations of nebular
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phase emission (≥ 200 days past peak) offer promising insight into the physics of SNe Ia as well.

Evidence of elements with large half-lives and/or low masses can be more easily observed at these

phases [Graham et al., 2022, Tucker et al., 2022], as can CSM interaction and light echos [Elias-

Rosa et al., 2021, Drozdov et al., 2015, Wang et al., 2019]. Each of these can provide a clearer

picture of the progenitor that is not visible at the near-peak phases.

With the launch of JWST [Rigby et al., 2022], detailed observations into the mid-infrared

(MIR) properties of SNe Ia become possible. At the time of writing only one such object has been

observed, SN2021aefx, which was observed at ∼ 255 days after peak as part of the PHANGS-

JWST Treasury survey [Lee et al., 2022]. Analysis of the nebular line profiles and the presence of

stable Ni would suggest that SN2021aefx was caused by a delayed-detonation explosion, where

the initial nuclear burning in the core of a near-Chandrasekhar Mass white dwarf creates a sub-

sonic flame (deflagration) that propogates through the core, eventually leading to a detonation

[Chen et al., 2023, DerKacy et al., 2023, Kwok et al., 2023]. Those studies were even able to

estimate a ∼ 30o viewing angle for the deflagration-detonation transition, highlighting the potential

for JWST in SNe Ia astrophysics.

Meanwhile, studies in the ultraviolet (UV) suggest that the light curves and spectra are much

more diverse than the optical or NIR light curves [Jha et al., 2006, Kessler et al., 2009, Brown

et al., 2010, Milne et al., 2010], and perhaps exists in at least two distinct UV populations (UV-

blue and UV-red) [Brown et al., 2017]. Much of this diversity is due to the the increased absorption

and scattering of UV photons by metals in the ejecta and/or dust in the surrounding environment

[Brown et al., 2015, Brown et al., 2017]. The differences in UV flux may arise from the initial star

formation conditions of the SNe progenitor, in which case there would be a correlation between the

host galaxy metallicity and the SNe UV flux level. However photometric [Brown and Crumpler,

2020] and spectroscopic [Pan et al., 2020] studies conflict on the existence of such a correlation.

The UV shows promise in identifying other important characteristics of SNe Ia, such with

classifying non-standard SNe. Super-C SNe, for instance, have been found to have unusually

bright UV fluxes [Brown et al., 2014b] and reach their peak UV flux much earlier than in the
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optical [Devarakonda and Brown, 2022]. Shock interaction with the companion at early phases

[Kasen, 2010, Brown et al., 2012b] or the circumstellar medium at late phases [Graham et al.,

2019] should be UV bright, however the lack of substantial detections seems to imply that these

events are rare or that the source of the excess is due to other physical processes [Scalzo et al.,

2014, Burke et al., 2021].

Facilities such as the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory’s Ultra-Violet Optical Telescope (UVOT)

[Gehrels, 1997, Roming et al., 2005] have built up a large archive of SNe Ia observations that is

prime for exploration [Brown et al., 2014a]. The upcoming Vera C. Rubin Observatory will detect

thousands of high redshift SNe Ia in the rest-frame UV, increasing the amount of available data

considerably. In order to take advantage of this treasure trove of data, new tools for analyzing SNe

Ia will need to be developed.

1.5 Light Curve Modeling

In the optical and NIR, there are a number of common light curve fitting techniques. MLCS

(Multi-color Light Curve Shape) [Riess et al., 1996, Jha et al., 2007] directly models the light

curve data using vectorized templates over a hypothesized grid. It primarily relies on a ∆ factor,

which denotes the difference in luminosity of an object against empirical relations, such as the

width-luminosity relation. As such the fit parameters have some physical motivation, although

the technique is sensitive to the luminosity and extinction estimates in the training set. Similarly,

SNooPy [Burns et al., 2011] applies a simple stretch term to a library of template light curves in

order to fit observations. It differs from MLCS primarily through it’s compatibility with different

data sets. CMAGIC [Wang et al., 2003, Aldoroty et al., 2022], or the Color-MAGnitude Intercept

Calibration method, examines the light curves of a SNe Ia as a function of color rather than of

time. As a SNe Ia evolves into it’s nebular phase, the color dramatically shifts blue-ward. The

nature of this transition is correlated with the width-luminosity relation, and fitting this transition

in color-magnitude space is as simple as drawing two lines. As a result, CMAGIC can be used

to estimate light curve properties without the use of light curve templates, avoiding potential bias

in training sets. However it requires observations over a longer phase space to accurately fit the
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transition in color, and it has only been shown to be accurate for "normal" type SNe Ia

SALT3 [Kenworthy et al., 2021] is the latest generation of the Spectral Adaptive Light-curve

Template (SALT) programs. It uses a library of SNe Ia spectra to generate spectral energy density

templates (SEDs), which can then be used to fit light curves from a variety of instruments. This

method allows it to fit more nuanced variations in SNe Ia, such as metallicity effects or dust.

BayeSN is is another SED based light curve fitter [Mandel et al., 2022]; it takes a hierarchical

Bayesian approach to modeling time and wavelength dependent uncertainties simultaneously. This

approach results in a reduced uncertainty in distance when compared to other techniques, and it’s

probabilistic approach allows it to better separate effects due to intrinsic variability and extinction.

However both methods lack adequate training sets in the UV to create robust models, limiting use

to the optical and IR.

While all of these methods have extensive use in the optical and NIR, few methods exist to

model UV light curves due to the lack of training data. We attempt to address this shortcoming

by investigating a series of light curve fitting methods, starting with the FPCA template method

[He et al., 2018]. Functional Principal Component Analysis (FPCA) is a statistical technique that

attempts to describe the behavior of a data set (in this case SNe Ia light curves) as a linear com-

bination of a mean function and a few principal component functions. These principal component

function explain the statistical behavior of the light curves, not the physical properties. A "band-

vague" version of the template, trained on optical and NIR observations, was created to fit the

light curve of a SNe Ia regardless of the rest-frame emission. This could be useful during Rubin

observations if accurate host galaxy information is not available. Despite the lack of UV training

data, this template was able to model the UV and optical light curves of SNe Ia simultaneously and

demonstrate the statistical similarity between the UV and optical light curves near peak luminosity

[Devarakonda and Brown, 2022].

1.6 Dissertation Outline

In Chapter 2, I present my analysis of 97 nearby SNe Ia in the UV and optical using the FPCA

template. In Chapter 3 I detail a new color-based SED modeling program that can estimate the
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dust extinction and K(z) correction values for SNe Ia in the UV and optical. I then examine

the scatter in the absolute magnitudes and correction factors for a sample of 44 SNe Ia. At the

end of the chapter, I introduce the SIRAH project, which will combine space and ground based

UV/optical/NIR data of SNe Ia into the Hubble Flow. As part of that project, I describe a simple

stretch-based fitting technique to estimate the peak luminosity of SNe Ia in the UV and optical with

a sparse amount of observations. Finally I summarize my research and remark on future studies.
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2. COMPARISONS OF TYPE IA SUPERNOVA LIGHT CURVES IN THE UV AND

OPTICAL WITH THE SWIFT ULTRA-VIOLET/OPTICAL TELESCOPE *

We examine the light curve parameters of 97 nearby Type Ia supernovae in the ultraviolet and

optical using observations from the Swift Ultra-Violet/Optical Telescope. Our light curve models

used a linear combinations of templates, which were based on Functional Principal Component

Analysis of the optical photometry of SNIa. The weights for each principal component used in the

fit capture certain aspects of the light curve properties. We find that there is little difference in the

overall variability of principal component scores across filters. We also find correlations between

certain filters and PC components, indicating that the UV and optical properties seem to be tied

together. This is a promising step in UV SNIa analysis, and suggests that UV light curves may be

used to infer optical properties, paving the way for future cosmological studies.

2.1 Introduction

Type Ia Supernovae (SNIa) are useful as cosmological tools due to their highly uniform optical

luminosity, which correlates strongly with their optical light curve profile and color [Pskovskii,

1977, Phillips, 1993, Riess et al., 1996, Phillips et al., 1999]. This has led to their use in studies for

distance measurements and constraints on cosmological parameters [Riess et al., 1998, Perlmutter

et al., 1999].

In optical wavelengths, SNIa have a strong relationship between their peak luminosity and

luminosity-decline rate, leading to their widespread usage as standardizable candles [Branch,

1998, Leibundgut, 2001]. This process is generally done by calibrating the peak luminosity with

distance-independent metrics such as the light curve shape. This can be done by measuring the

decline rate for the first 15 days after maximum brightness (∆m15), often in the B band [Phillips,

1993, Phillips et al., 1999, Garnavich et al., 2004]. Another common method is measuring the

*Reprinted with permission from ”Comparisons of Type Ia Supernova Light Curves in the UV and Optical with
the Swift Ultra-violet/Optical Telescope” by Devarakonda, Yaswant and Brown, Peter J., 2022. The Astronomical
Journal, 163, 6, Copyright 2022 by AAS, CC BY 4.0
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stretch of a light curve when fitting to a template [Goldhaber et al., 2001].

The luminosity-width relation shows that more luminous SNIa have broader light curves. The

cause of this relation is believed to be the production of 56Ni during the SNIa explosion, and the

change in the temperature and ionization evolution as a result [Nugent et al., 1995, Höflich et al.,

1996, Mazzali et al., 2001, Kasen and Woosley, 2007]. 56Ni drives much of the SNIa luminosity,

and the light curve shape is greatly affected by opacity effects from56Ni and Fe-group elements

[Mazzali et al., 2007].

Subsequent studies have looked beyond the optical to see if these strong correlations still hold

true at other wavelengths. For example, the near-infrared (NIR) luminosity has been shown to be

less susceptible to the effects of interstellar extinction while also having a diminished dependence

on the shape of the light curve [Krisciunas et al., 2000, Wood-Vasey et al., 2008, Mandel et al.,

2011, Kattner et al., 2012]. Meanwhile, studies in the near-ultraviolet have shown that the correla-

tions have much larger scatter [Jha et al., 2006, Kessler et al., 2009, Brown et al., 2010, Milne et al.,

2010, Brown et al., 2017]. Understanding the scatter at shorter wavelengths will be an important

task, as it enables us to better predict SNIa properties at larger distances where their rest-frame UV

emission will be redshifted into the optical.

One issue with analyzing the UV light curves of SNIa is the lack of empirical templates at those

wavelengths. In the optical, the most common optical fitting techniques are MLCS [Riess et al.,

1996, Jha et al., 2007] and SALT3 [Kenworthy et al., 2021]. MLCS directly models the light curve

data using vectorized templates over a hypothesized grid, whereas SALT3 uses spectral energy

distributions to model light curves. Here, we use templates based on functional principal compo-

nent analysis (FPCA) of optical SNIa light curves [He et al., 2018]. We apply these templates to

UV and optical observations of 97 SNIa to examine how well this technique can characterize light

curves in a regime that it wasn’t trained in, and if the fitted parameters can shed new light into the

diversity of SNIa in the UV.

In Section 2.2 we describe our observations and methodology for template fitting. Then in

Section 2.3 we apply statistical tests to compare the diversity and correlation of our fitted param-
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eters in the UV and optical regimes. Finally, in Section 2.4 we examine our results in detail and

summarize our work in Section 2.5.

2.2 Methods

2.2.1 Observations

Observations were done with the Ultra-Violet Optical Telescope (UVOT; [Roming et al., 2005])on

the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory [Gehrels et al., 2004]. Observations were usually performed

in all six medium-band UVOT filters: UVW2, UVM2, UVW1, U , B, and V . See [Poole et al.,

2008] for calibration and filter curve details, and [Brown et al., 2010] for the effective throughput

for a SN Ia. In total, 219 SNIa were observed by Swift UVOT between March 2005 and Octo-

ber 2016 (SNIa 2005am through 2016gxp, inclusive) with photometry available through the Swift

Optical Ultra-Violet Supernova Archive (SOUSA; [Brown et al., 2014b]). A 3" or 5" aperture

was used to maximise the signal-to-noise and zeropoints were based on the updated calibration of

[Breeveld et al., 2011] and the time-sensitivity correction from July 2015.

Upon manual inspection of the galaxy-subtracted UVOT light curves, we selected 110 SNIa

which had at least four data points in the UVW1 filter covering the peak and early decline. Due

to the faintness of SNIa in the mid-UV, some did not have adequate light curves in UVW2 and

UVM2, and some were saturated in the U , B, and V filters at peak. The light curves were initially

fit following the procedure in [Brown et al., 2017]. Template light curves were fit to our data,

using the peak magnitude, time of maximum, and stretch (linear scaling in the time axis) as free

parameters. We used the B and V template curves from MLCS2k2 [Jha et al., 2007] and the

UVW2, UVM2, and UVW1 light curves of SN 2011fe [Brown et al., 2012a]. The UVW1 light

curve of SN 2011fe was also used to fit the U band light curves due to the similarity of the mean

light curves of U and UVW1 bands found by [Milne et al., 2010] and the saturation of the Swift

U band light curve of SN 2011fe near peak.
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2.2.2 FPCA Model

To model our sample, we used templates constructed from functional principal component

analysis (FPCA, [He et al., 2018]), a statistical method that uses a linear combination of a mean

function and a few principal component (PC) functions to represent the light curve. The coeffi-

cients associated with these functions are called PC scores. The mean light curve function and

PC functions were trained using a data set of light curve photometry for 111 SNIa in the BV RI

bands. A four PC template was created for each band, as well as a generic (band-vague) template

that combined the training data across bands that can be used to model light curves in any filter.

To retrain the FPCA model to include UV photometry would require more quality observations

and an amount of work beyond the scope of this paper. Rather, we take the simpler step of using

the band-vague template to fit the UV and optical light curves simultaneously. While the inclusion

of the R and I band in the training set leads to an over-prediction of flux at later phases, we find

(2.2.4) that the quality of the fit is comparable between the UV and optical bands in the regions

near peak flux. Using the same template to fit across all bands has the added benefit of each PC

controlling the same aspects of each light curve, allowing for direct comparisons. In Section 2.4

we examine possible future work with UV trained modeling.

Per [He et al., 2018], the first PC reflects the decline rate after the peak, and the second PC

reflects the light curve width around the peak. The third PC adjusts the pre-peak rise as well

as a bump 20 days after peak that is commonly seen in the near-IR bands, while the fourth PC

accounts for more complex fluctuations. While the first three components are tied to certain light

curve properties, they also describe a wider range of parameters. This means that while the first PC

is related to the decline rate, it is not a perfect one-to-one correlation. In the original data set that

this template was tested on the first PC score explained 92% of variability, the first two explained

96%, and all four explained 99% of variability. In Figure 2.1 we replicate the effects of a typical

range of PC weights for visualization.
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Figure 2.1: Examples of the effect that each PC template has on the light curve for a range of
common B band PC score weights. The PC1 template mostly controls the late-phase decline rate,
the PC2 template controls the overall stretch of the light curve and the post-peak decline rate, and
the PC3 template has a plays a role in the pre-peak rise rate and the late phase flux.

2.2.3 Template Fitting

We calculated the phase of each light curve in all six filters, corrected for redshift time dilation,

by using the estimated peak from the preliminary modeling as our zero point.

Phasei =
MJDi −MJDpeak

1 + z
(2.1)

We then removed data points that occur 10 days before the peak or 40 days after the peak,
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as those are outside of the domain of the template. We ensured that there was at least one data

point before the peak and one at least 15 days after the peak, and that there was a minimum

of five data points. The template models were then linearly interpolated to match the phases of

the observations, and linearly combined to match the observed light curve with weights for the

templates determined by the curve_fit package from the SciPy library in python [Virtanen

et al., 2020]. The program attempts to fit the function to the data by minimizing the non-linear

least squared errors. Below is an example of the function,

LC(p) = Mpeak +Meantemplate(p) +
N∑
i=1

Wi ∗ PCi(p) (2.2)

where p is the phase, Mpeak is the peak magnitude (a free parameter, but given an initial guess

based on the preliminary modeling estimates), Meantemplate is the mean light curve from the tem-

plate, and Wi is the weight of each principal component as determined by curve_fit.

In total, there were 97 SNIa that had a fitted light curve in at least one filter, and 14 SNIa

that had a fitted light curve in every filter. The UVM2 filter had the fewest well-fit light curves,

due to the lower S/N of observations compared to other filters. Uncertainties in our model fits

were determined by examining the full covariance matrix that results output by the curve_fit

package. We measured the R2 values for the modeled SNIa (Figure 2.3) as a test of goodness-

of-fit, and find that the majority of SNIa behavior is well explained by our model. The U and

UVW1 curves (which were not included in the training of the band-vague fitting) are fit with

similar accuracy to the B and V band, respectively, and the PC fits explain 95% of the points for

75% of the mid-UV (UVM2 and UVW2) light curves.

2.2.4 Model Selection

To determine how many principal components were needed to ensure a good quality fit for

our data set, we employed several tests of model selection. From the 14 SNIa with fits in all six

bands, we selected four that had a relatively large number of observations (SN2005ke, SN2007af,

SN2007on, SN2011by) to serve as test cases. Using the train_test_split package in the
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Figure 2.2: Swift observations of SN2011by (blue) and the 3 template model (orange) with 1 σ
errors (red). A phase of 0 in each subplot corresponds to the date of the modeled peak brightness
for each band.
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Figure 2.3: The R2 values of modeled SNIa in each band. This value measures the amount of
variance in the data that is explained by the model on a scale of 0-1. This measurement is done
without accounting for the known observational error in the data, and is thus a lower limit on
the true R2 value. The notches on each box plot indicate the uncertainty in the median, and the
whiskers indicate 1.5×IQR distance.
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Figure 2.4: An example of one of the bootstrap samples used for estimating the robustness of a
three-PC model vs a four-PC model, using SN2011by. After the model parameters are estimated
using a training set, the model is then fit to a testing set and checked for goodness of fit. Increasing
the number of templates used in the model from three to four does little to improve the fit of the
model to the data.

scikit-learn library in Python [Pedregosa et al., 2011], we performed 100 bootstrap draws from

each SNIa with a 70/30 split between the training and testing sample sizes. This allowed us to

test the robustness of our fit with light curves that have sparse or inconsistent sampling, which is a

more realistic case for the majority of our observations.

The Akaike Information Criterion (AIC) [Akaike, 1974] was calculated for each bootstrap

sample and the mean AIC score for the two-, three-, and four-PC model were compared. The

AIC score is a comparison test that measures how well a model fits a data set given a certain level

of model complexity. In general, a lower AIC score indicates a better model. We employed a

modified version of the AIC to account for the relatively small sample size, as shown in Equation

3.

AIC = 2k − 2ln(L̂)

AICsmall sample = AIC +
2k2 + 2k

n− k − 1

(2.3)

L̂ is the maximum value of the likelihood function of the model, k is the number of parameters, and
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Filter Training Size Testing Size 3 Temp. µ 3 Temp. σ 4 Temp. µ 4 Temp. σ
W2 22 10 5.4 0.7 12.3 0.7
M2 18 8 6.3 1.4 17.0 1.8
W1 18 9 4.9 1.3 12.8 1.4
U 23 10 3.5 1.4 10.4 1.5
B 23 10 3.0 1.7 9.6 1.9
V 16 8 4.0 1.5 14.0 1.6

Table 2.1: A comparison of the mean and standard deviation of the AIC scores taken from 100
random samples of SN2011by data. In general, a lower AIC score indicates a more favorable
model.

n is the sample size. We also explored using the Bayesian Information Criterion, but determined

that our sample sizes were too small for an accurate assessment.

Overall, we found that the two-PC and three-PC models had the lowest mean AIC scores in

all six filters, signifying them as more appropriate models than the four PC model to use for our

analysis. Between the two-PC and three-PC models, neither one had a significant difference when

examining the larger data set. Future work with the FPCA template fitting could include individu-

alized fitting for each SNIa and filter with more rigorous testing, but for uniform fitting we chose

the three PC model. It added robustness to our modeling by improving our estimates of the rise of

the light curves, with a minor risk of overfitting certain SNIa.

2.3 Analysis and Results

We employed a series of statistical tests to examine the similarity in the distribution of PC

scores across the different bands. The Brown-Forsythe test [Brown and Forsythe, 1974] examines

the differences in the variance of two data sets by examining the distribution around the median.

The null hypothesis for this test is that there is no statistical difference in the variance, while a

p-value below 0.05 would indicate there is a difference in variance (Appendix A).

Additionally, we visually inspected the data variability with box plots (Fig. 2.5)[Tukey, 1977].

Boxplots allow us to identify quickly and assess outliers, while also being less susceptible to issues

such as sample size and skewness that may bias p-values. In particular, we examined the interquan-
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tile range (IQR) of the different PC scores in each band. Similar IQR scores would suggest that the

populations have similar variances. Visual analysis of the outliers revealed that many had models

with acceptable fit quality, indicating that our model is capable of fitting the full diversity of our

sample.

Figure 2.5: Box plots depicting the spread of parameters in each band. The notches indicate
the uncertainty in the median, and the whiskers indicate 1.5×IQR distance. Light curves with
parameter estimates beyond the whiskers are labeled as circles.

We find little statistical difference between the spread of PC1 and PC2 scores for both the UV

and optical bands when compared to the B band PC scores. For PC3 weights, only the V band has

a similar spread in values to the B band, all other bands show a much larger spread in potential
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values. As both the PC1 and PC2 scores relate to the near-peak decline rate, nether can be solely

used as a proxy for ∆m15. However the full model can be used to directly estimate the ∆m15, and

the derived values show similar diversity with the B band values (except for the V band, which

has a much tighter spread of values).

To examine the one-to-one correlations between filters, we plotted the parameter values in each

filter versus the B band value. We then estimated the Spearman rank-order coefficient [Kokoska

and Zwilinger, 2000], a non-parametric measure of two sets for a monotonic relationship. For

parameters that have a p-value below 0.05, we test out whether a linear model can describe the re-

lationship. While the true relationship may not be linear, having the linear fit can be a useful visual

representation of the correlation and distribution of parameters. To perform this linear regression

we employed the Python routine LINMIX, which uses Bayesian inference to return random draws

from the posterior distribution [Kelly, 2007]. The routine uses a 1,000 iteration Markov Chain

Monte Carlo procedure to converge on the posterior. The benefit of using this routine is its ability

to handle uncertainties in both the independent and dependent variables as well as intrinsic scatter.

From the iterations, we take the average value of the slope and intercept as our best fit parameters,

and estimate the r2 value to see how well the linear fit describes the correlation. The r2 value is

based on the total sum of squares (SStot) and the sum of squared residuals (SSres) of the observed

(y) and modeled (f ) data, where

SStot =
∑
i

(yi − ŷ)2

SSres =
∑
i

(yi − fi)
2

r2 = 1− SSres

SStot

(2.4)

We find that while the optical properties (U and V bands) are highly related to the B band

properties, only the PC2 weights (Fig. A.2) show a consistent correlation between the mid-UV

and near-UV bands and the B band. For PC1 (Fig. A.1), there is a strong correlation between the
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Figure 2.6: The comparison between the B band and W2 band PC2 weights for our sample of
selected SNIa. The red lines indicate the range of possible regression fits from the LINMIX routine,
and the black line indicates the linear fit based on the mean of the LINMIX coefficients. See
Figures A.1, A.2, A.3, and A.4 in the appendix for the full set of correlated properties.

UVW2 band and the B band, which may be due to the relatively higher quality and quantity of

data compared to the UVM2 and UVW1 bands.

There is little to no statistical correlation for the PC3 weights (Fig. A.3) between the UV bands

and the B band, although the UVW1 could be a statistical edge case that lacks enough quality data

to make a solid statement. The ∆m15 (Fig. A.4) shows a strong correlation and a relatively tight

linear relation with the B band in both the UV and the optical.

Finally, we examined the differences in the peak magnitude phase between the B band and the

other filters, using a similar analysis to the PC score distributions. We find (Fig 2.7) that the U

band and UVW2 band light curves have a tight spread of peaks phases at around 2 days before the
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B band peak, and the V band has a tight spread at around 2 days after the B band peak (Figure

2.7). The UVM2 and UVW1 band light curves also seem to peak earlier than the B band light

curves, although there is a much larger spread in the distribution of peak phases.

Examining the outliers, we find that SNIa that peak in the UV 4 or more days before the B

band peak were more likely to be classified as over-luminous in the literature. The most extreme

outliers, SN2011aa [Kamiya, 2012], SN2012dn [Copin et al., 2012], and LSQ12gdj [Scalzo et al.,

2014], are all super-Chandrasekhar mass candidates. Thus, the difference in the time of peak in

the UV and optical may be a useful metric for sub-type classification.

2.4 Discussion

We successfully fit UV observations of SNIa using templates constructed from functional prin-

cipal component analysis of optical photometry. While the quality of fit is better for the optical

observations, quality of the UV fits were sufficient to perform a statistical analysis of the SNIa

light curve properties. With improved UV observations and a larger data set, it should be possible

to create filter-specific UV templates that will greatly improve future analysis of SNIa light curves.

We find the the overall spread of the SNIa parameters is similar between the UV and optical

bands in our sample, particularly for the PC2 template weights which are most directly tied to the

stretch and decline rates of the SNIa light curve. In addition, we offer strong statistical evidence for

a correlation between the UV and optical PC2 weights, suggesting that we can directly interpolate

the spread of the SNIa light curve in one band based on the other. This will be highly useful with

upcoming large survey telescopes such as the Rubin observatory, which is expected to find millions

of SNIa at a wide range of redshifts. Interpreting the rest frame UV light from distant SNIa will

require further understanding of the UV emission from nearby objects.

The lack of a strong correlation in the PC1 weights could suggest that physics behind the UV

and optical light curves may be different at later phases (≥20), where the PC1 weights have the

largest impact. For phases immediately after the peak the PC2 weights have the strongest effect on

the decline rate, resulting in the strong correlation with the ∆m15 rates. The correlations between

PC2 weights in different bands suggests a common origin for the near-peak variations in the UV
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and optical light curves. Further studies with multi-epoch UV spectra of SNIa could provide more

details into the emission mechanisms and the variations of SNIa light curves.

Previous work in the field has focused on rest-frame optical emission, leading to a wealth

of robust models and large data sets. In comparison, there is a lack of quality observations and

modeling in the UV. Our findings suggest that the UV and optical light curve properties may be

more similar than previously suggested, which suggests the worth of further study into this regime.

Future work will greatly constrain the true behavior of UV SNIa light curves relative to the better

understood optical regime.

These correlations will be important for the study of high redshift SNIa, whose rest-frame UV

and optical emission will be simultaneously observable with upcoming ground-based telescopes

such as the Vera Rubin Observatory. In the case that the optical light curve is poorly sampled

(regardless of distance), the UV light curve may be able to provide constraints on optical properties

such as the decline rate or stretch. The UV emission’s potential for sub-type classification may,

with further study, also assist in standardizing the optical relations. The UV has also been shown

to significantly improve estimates on the amount of reddening due to dust extinction when used

in conjunction with optical and NIR data [Amanullah et al., 2015], further showing the usefulness

of multi-band studies.The diversity of the UV absolute magnitudes remains poorly constrained,

however, hindering cosmological studies based only on UV observations.

2.5 Conclusion

We modeled the light curves of 97 SNIa in the UV and optical from the Ultra-Violet Optical

Telescope on the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory in order to better understand the correlation of

their properties in different wavelength regimes. Modeling was done using a linear combination

of band-vague templates, based on functional principal component analysis (FPCA) of a sample

of SNIa in the optical bands. Each principal component is associated with a different light curve

property, making it a useful tool for finding correlations between the filters.

We find that the overall dispersion in the PC1 and PC2 weights in all filters were similar,

suggesting that the UV light curves are not as variable as the optical light curves. There is not
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Figure 2.7: A boxplot of the peak phases for the light curves in each band relative to the B band
peak phase. Both the UVW2 and U band light curves have a narrow distribution of peak phases
at around 2 days before the B band peak phase, while the V band light curves have a narrow
distribution at around 2 days after the B band peak phase. The UVW1 band light curves seem to
peak earlier than the B band light curves, but with a larger spread in the distribution.
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a strong correlation in the PC1 weights for the UV and optical filters, which would indicate the

lack of a strong correlation in the late-phase decline rate. There is a statistically strong correlation

between the UV and optical filters for the PC2 weights, which would suggest that the stretch of

the light curves and the post-peak decline rates are correlated across the wavelength regimes. This

could point to underlying physics that ties the UV and optical flux together, with the bulk of the

light curve shape likely being driven by 56Ni decay. The differences that do exist are likely due to

wavelength-dependent metallicity effects and the opacity of the SNIa atmosphere. This is the first

study to statistically show that the UV and optical light curve properties have similar variability,

and that the stretch and decline rate of the UV and optical light curves are significantly correlated.
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3. MODELING THE SPECTRAL ENERGY DENSITY OF TYPE IA SUPERNOVAE

3.1 Introduction

In order to measure an object’s absolute magnitude (M ) based on its apparent magnitude (m),

one must follow a seemingly simple formula:

m−M = DM(z) + A(λ) +K(z) (3.1)

DM(z) = 5log(10)
D

10pc
(3.2)

where DM(z) is the distance modulus for an object at distance D, and A(λ) and K(z) are cor-

rections for the change in spectral shape due to dust extinction and redshift, respectively. If the

spectral shape of the object is unknown, the A(λ) and K(z) corrections can not be made. One com-

mon method of assuming a spectral shape is to model the object’s Spectral Energy Density (SED)

using templates. These SEDs can be used to create synthetic photometry which are matched to the

observations; the best fit model is assumed to be the relatively close to the true spectral shape of

the object. Currently, programs such as SALT3 [Kenworthy et al., 2021] and BAYESN [Mandel

et al., 2022] use this method to measure the optical and near-IR properties of SNe Ia.

These programs require a large training set of spectra and photometry to generate accurate

SEDs. However, the current UV archival data is not large enough for accurate statistical training,

thanks in part to the lower intrinsic luminosity and reduced filter transmission (Fig. 3.1). In

addition, the UV spectral variability tends to be greater than the optical variability (Fig. 3.2). This

is likely due to greater susceptibility of UV flux to dust extinction and metallicity effects such as

Fe-group blanketing [Foley et al., 2016, Brown et al., 2017]. This variability can make it difficult

to separate SNe Ia into intrinsically red vs reddened due to dust based on photometry alone. The

spectral shape has a major impact the observed photometry as spectral features move into different

filters; the correction for this shift is known as the K(z) correction. In the nearby universe the

required K(z) correction in nearly 0, but as we look to higher redshifts the required correction can
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Figure 3.1: A comparison of the Swift UVOT filters and the normalized HST spectrum for
SN2011by. The effective area of the UV filters are roughly half that of the U and B filters, and the
UV flux is roughly a tenth that of the optical flux. This combination limits the capabilities of deep
UV surveys. Note the "Red Tail" in the UVW1 and UVW2 filters, where part of the filter stretches
out into the optical wavelengths. While this tail has the lowest effective area in the filter, it also
spans a region with much higher incoming flux which in turn could bias UV photometry.

27



Figure 3.2: Synthetic Swift UVOT colors of 11 SNe Ia (top) based on their HST Spectra (bottom).
While their B-V colors show little difference, their UV-V colors can occupy a large range due to
the UV spectral diversity.
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Figure 3.3: The K(z) corrections for SN2011by from 0.0 ≤ z ≤ 0.07. While the optical K(z)
corrections are small, the UV corrections can be as much as half a magnitude at higher z. After
z ∼ 0.03, any shift in an object’s spectrum is dominated by the Hubble expansion, but for nearby
objects there may be additional corrections due to the peculiar velocity of the object that we do not
account for.

be significant (Fig. 3.3) and depends heavily on the intrinsic spectral shape of the SNe Ia (Fig.

3.4). Thus, any attempts to understand the UV A(λ) and K(z) corrections for SNe Ia using SED

modeling would require a robust library of spectral templates.

3.2 Supernova Sample Selection

Our sample includes 44 SNe Ia observed with the Ultra-Violet Optical Telescope (UVOT;

[Roming et al., 2005]) on the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory [Gehrels et al., 2004] between

2005 and 2018. The observations were performed in all six medium-band UVOT filters (UVW2,

UVM2, UVW1, U , B, and V ), and were accessed from the Swift Optical Ultra-Violet Supernova

29



Figure 3.4: The amount of K(z) correction in any particular filter depends heavily on the intrinsic
spectral shape of an object. Here we show the B (left) and UVW2 (right) filter corrections for 11
SNe Ia (see Table 3.1). The B corrections are significantly smaller than the UVW2 corrections,
but both show a large deviations based on spectral shape at higher z.

Archive (SOUSA; [Brown et al., 2014b]). All but one SNe were pulled from [Devarakonda and

Brown, 2022] (see 2.2.1), SN2018aoz was added to this sample as part of an analysis on its early

light curves [Brown et al. in prep].

The light curve ∆m15(B) values were determined using the FPCA modeling technique (de-

scribed in Chapter 2, [He et al., 2018, Devarakonda and Brown, 2022]). However since the FPCA

technique requires observations that span a wide range of phase space to constrain the light curve

behavior, it struggles to fit a peak magnitude for where there is a narrower selection of observa-

tions. This is not an issue in the B filter, but in the UV many supernovae lack enough observations

to constrain the light curves with FPCA. Instead we determine the peak magnitudes with SNooPy

[Burns et al., 2011], which models light curves by applying a stretch factor to templates in mul-

tiple filters. In Fig. 3.5 we compare the peak apparent magnitude (B) estimates from both fitting

programs and find that they mainly agree. In the UV, SNooPy tends to favour brighter estimates

for the peak magnitude, and this bias seems to increase towards the fainter SNe Ia. In the B, FPCA

tends to favor slight brighter estimates, although there does not appear to be a trend with apparent

magnitude. For the peak magnitudes, we prefer SNooPy for its improved ability to estimate the

peak magnitude in all 6 UVOT filters compared to FPCA. We use FPCA for our ∆m15(B) values
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Figure 3.5: Top left: The estimated peak apparent magnitudes (B) from Snoopy and FPCA. Bottom
left: The difference (FPCA-SNooPy) in the B filter peak magnitude. While both methods are in
general agreement, FPCA tend to prefer slightly brigher estimates for the magnitude. Top right:
The estimated peak apparent magnitudes (UVW2) from Snoopy and FPCA. Bottom right: The
difference (FPCA-SNooPy) in the UVW2 filter peak magnitude. Here, SNooPy tends to prefer
brighter estimates, with the discrepancy increasing for fainter SNe Ia.

to be consistent with our previous study (Chapter 2, [Devarakonda and Brown, 2022]).

3.3 Spectral Templates

Currently, there are a small number of SNe Ia with high quality UV/optical spectra near peak.

For our analysis, we use the observed ultraviolet spectra of the sample of SNe Ia listed in Table

3.1. We also use the UV model from [Foley et al., 2016] as a function of ∆m15(B) created at

intervals of 0.1 (Fig. 3.6). The UV model was created using most of the spectra we use; in areas of

∆m15(B) not sampled it provides an interpolation and in areas more densely sampled it averages

over the differences of the supernovae e.g. SNe 2011by and 2011fe [Foley and Kirshner, 2013].

The addition of SN2017erp, SN2021fxy, and SN2022hrs probe the UV fainter extremes [Brown

et al., 2019, DerKacy et al., 2023], and SN2016ccj matches the so-called “Super-Chandra” or

SN2003fg-like SNe (Brown et al. in preparation). As the spectra will be modified by positive and

negative reddening before matching to the observed photometry, we do not correct these spectra

for MW or host reddening.

The photometric comparisons require spectra to cover the 1600 – 6000 Årange in both the
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Figure 3.6: Spectral shape variations in the Foley16 template due to ∆m15(B), normalized to the
peak flux value. The color bar represents the ∆m15(B), reflecting the shift in B − V color as the
∆m15(B) shifts from ∼ 1.1. Generally, SNe Ia with broader, slow declining light curves tend to
be bluer, while fast declining SNe Ia tend to be redder [Phillips et al., 1999].
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SN Name ∆m15(B) Reference
SN2016ccj 0.67 Brown et al. in prep

ASASSN-14lp 0.80 [Shappee et al., 2016] ,[Foley et al., 2016]
SN2013dy 0.92 [Pan et al., 2015]
SN2021fxy 1.05 [DerKacy et al., 2023]
SN2011fe 1.05 [Mazzali et al., 2014]

SN2017erp 1.11 [Brown et al., 2019]
SN2011by 1.14 [Foley and Kirshner, 2013]
SN2015F 1.26 [Foley et al., 2016]

SN2022hrs 1.3 Brown et al. in prep
SN1992A 1.47 [Phillips et al., 1999],[Kirshner et al., 1993]
SN2011iv 1.77 [Gall et al., 2018]

Table 3.1: Observed Spectral Templates. If two references are given, the first refers to the
∆m15(B) value and the second reference is for the UV/optical spectra.

observer frame and the corresponding rest frame of the SN. As the HST/STIS NUV-MAMA/230L

or CCD/230LB response ends there, we supplement the short wavelength end by scaling the 2011

Sep 13 spectrum of SN 2011fe which included the FUV-MAMA/140L [Mazzali et al., 2014] to

match the approximate flux of each SN in the 1600-1800 Årange and splice it to the near-UV

spectrum. As the G430L spectra end at 5600 Å, an optical spectrum was similarly scaled and

spliced at that end if a CCD/750L STIS observation is not available. The SN 1992A spectrum

from [Kirshner et al., 1993] covers the whole range.

While these templates span a wide range of spectral shapes, there remain large gaps in the

library that need to be filled for SED modeling. We accomplish this by inducing artificial (but

physically motivated) variations in our original templates to generate new spectral shapes. These

artificial variations are created by applying the Cardelli dust reddening law [Cardelli et al., 1988]

(RV = 1.8, 2.6, 3.1; -0.5 ≤ AV ≤ 0.5, step size = 0.1) as a smooth, wavelength-dependent flux

correction factor, as in [Nugent et al., 2002] (Fig. 3.7). Intrinsic differences between the observed

photometry and the templates are at least partially accounted for by the use of different spectral

templates, though much of the color differences will arise from reddening differences relative to

the spectral templates. The use of spline functions can be used to match multi-filter differences
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Figure 3.7: The effect of various levels of AV on the spectral shape of SN2011by (RV =2.6) with
the CCM88 dust law. A negative AV increases the flux of a SNe Ia by the same factor that a
positive AV reduces the flux.

[Hsiao et al., 2007]; however, the UV filters have effective wavelengths which vary with spectral

shape [Brown et al., 2016] making color matching (or “mangling”) via such a method problematic

[Brown et al., 2010]. The choice of any specific combination of initial template and reddening

is not meant to have a physical interpretation, rather it is only treated as a statistical match to a

supernova’s observed spectral shape.

When fitting the SEDs to our observations, we select templates from our expanded library with

an initial ∆m15(B) within 0.2 Mag of the measured of the ∆m15(B) for the observed SNe Ia. We

then shift the template spectra into the observed frame and generate synthetic UVOT photometry.

The 10 templates with the lowest root mean squared deviation from the UVOT colors are selected
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as the best fit models for further analysis.

3.4 Dust Extinction and K Corrections

With the chosen templates assumed to be a match for the observed spectral shape, we correct

each template into the emitted frame by calculating changes in the spectra due to the Milky Way

dust, redshift expansion, and Host galaxy dust (in that order). Several galactic dust laws exist that

explain the reddening (slope) and extinction (amplitude) of the wavelength dependent absorption.

Classically this is parameterized using the reddening and extinction in the V band (RV and AV ,

respectively), which are related to the E(B − V ) or color excess as [Hogg, 2022]

RV =
AV

E(B − V )
(3.3)

E(B − V ) = AB − AV . (3.4)

For the Milky Way dust correction, we determine the E(B-V) term by using the Schlafly Milky

Way Dust map [Schlafly and Finkbeiner, 2011] and apply the Cardelli dust reddening law [Cardelli

et al., 1988] (CCM88) with RV = 3.1. We also compare the O’Donnell [O’Donnell, 1994] and the

Calzetti [Calzetti et al., 2000] dust laws, and find that all three are in general agreement (Fig. 3.8).

Given the lack of substantial difference, we elect to apply the CCM88 law to our entire sample,

although future studies may find further improvement by selecting a viewing angle/host dependent

dust law.

Once the MW correction is applied, we calculate the K(z) correction. We accomplish this

by shifting the spectrum by the Doppler factor of (1+z) in both wavelength (redshift effect) and

flux (time dilation). We then calculate the change in magnitude between the observed and emitted

frame. Fig. 3.9 shows how changes in z can cause spectral features to shift into different filters,

necessitating the K(z) corrections. For the host galaxy dust correction, we estimate the intrinsic

B−V color using ∆m15(B)-color relation from [Phillips et al., 1999] and assume that the E(B−

V ) after MW and K(z) corrections is due to the host galaxy extinction. Although RV values can

range from 2.1-3.8 depending on the individual galaxy’s properties and the sight line to the SN in
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Figure 3.8: A comparison of the Cardelli (blue), O’Donnell (black), and Calzetti (red) dust laws
[Cardelli et al., 1988, O’Donnell, 1994, Calzetti et al., 2000] effects on the spectrum of SN2011by,
a AV of 0.2 (left) and 0.6 (right), and a RV of 2.6. The top plots show the direct effect on the
spectrum in peak-normalized fluz, and the bottom plots show the Swift UVOT colors derived from
the extincted spectrum.

the galaxy [Kulkarni et al., 2014], we assume a standard RV = 2.6 for all of our galaxies. Future

work will include galaxy-specific RV in the modeling. For each step we take the average correction

value from the 10 selected templates to be our best fit measurement, and the standard deviation of

the template corrections to be the statistical error in our measurement.

In Fig. 3.10 we show an example of the deviations between the observed and fit colors for

the 10 best fit templates, with a variety of template selections. The templates tend to have redder

UV colors (negative deviation) and bluer B−V colors (positive deviation) than the observation of

SN2011by. This could be due to a variety of factors: while the observations and template spectra

were each taken near the B peak, minor changes in timing could affect the spectral shape. The

Foley16 models are interpolations of observed SNe spectra over a range of ∆m(15(B) values,

and the template spectra are taken from HST and supplemented in the FUV by the SN2011fe

spectrum. The synthetic photometry does not account for instrumental noise or other effects that

may be present in real photometry. Thus, it is unlikely that a perfect match between the observed

and synthetic photometry will be found, although an improved template sample should further

reduce any residuals.
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Figure 3.9: The wavelength shift of SN2011by from z=0 to z=0.07. The y-axis shows the flux
normalized to the peak value. Even small changes in z can have large differences in the position
of spectral features, causing them to shift into different UVOT filters.
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Figure 3.10: The UVOT colors of the 10 best templates based on modeling of SN2011by, in terms
of their deviation from the observed colors of SN2011by. Top right includes all allowable models,
top left shows the 10 best fit templates when the SN2011by template spectra are removed. Bottom
shows the color deviations with only the Foley16 UV templates (left) and without those templates
(right). The UVW1− V and U − V colors tend to be underestimated by the templates, while the
B − V colors are slightly overestimated by the templates.
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In Fig. 3.11 we show the change in the B − V vs UVW1 − V colors for our sample at each

stage of correction. Broadly, the K(z) corrections are the smallest due to the low z of our sample.

The majority of the SNe Ia are observed out of the plane of the Milky Way, so those corrections

are also small. The host dust extinction dominates our corrections, and its assumed dependence on

the color-decline law [Phillips et al., 1999] may add additional uncertainty that we do not capture,

as non-normal SNe Ia may not follow that relation as precisely.

In Fig. 3.12 we compare the coverage in color space of our sample and our templates. We

are able to match the observed colors of nearly all the SNe Ia in our sample. For SNe Ia with an

average root mean squared deviation ≥ 1.5, we remove them from the sample: SN2005ke [Bufano

et al., 2009] and SN2007cv [González-Gaitán et al., 2014] are 91bg-like sub-luminous SNe while

SN2007on is a transitional SN (between normal and sub-luminous) [Gall et al., 2018]. SN2008hs

is labled as a fast decliner [Dhawan et al., 2017]. SN2010Y is the fastest decliner in our sample

(∆m15(B) = 2.27) and is classified as an abnormally cool and faint SN [Parrent et al., 2011].

These fast-declining, sub-luminous SNe are known to deviate significantly from the standard P99

relation [Garnavich et al., 2004]. SN2012V and SN2013bs are the only removed objects to not be

described in the literature as known oddities.

3.5 Phillips Relation

The intrinsic optical color and luminosity of SNe Ia are strongly related to their light curve

shape, usually parameterized as their post-peak decline rate (often the 15 day decline rate in the B

filter, or ∆m15(B)) or stretch. SNe Ia with a ∆m15(B) = 1.1 are generally held as the standard

for determining the absolute magnitude [Hamuy et al., 1996a], and deviations from that decline

rate are used to standardize the color and luminosity. The color-decline and luminosity-decline

relations (often called the "Phillips Relations") were originally given as [Phillips et al., 1999]

(hereafter P99):

Bpeak − Vpeak = 0.114 ∗ (∆m15(B)− 1.1)− 0.07 (3.5)

M(Bpeak) = 0.633 ∗ (∆m15(B)− 1.1)2 + 0.786(∆m15(B)− 1.1)− 19.3. (3.6)
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Figure 3.11: The shift in color before (red) and after (blue) each correction is applied. The black
lines connect the pre- and post-correction colors for individual SNe Ia. From top left going clock-
wise: observed color → Milky Way dust corrected color, MW dust corrected color → MW+ K(z)
corrected color, MW+K(z) corrected color → MW+K(z)+ host galaxy dust corrected color, ob-
served color → color after all correction steps. The K(z) has the smallest effect on color, as most
of our SNe Ia are at relatively low z, while the estimated host dust correction has the largest effect
on color.
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Figure 3.12: The B − V and UVW1 − V colors of our observed sample (blue) and our template
suite (red). The templates are able to match the colors of almost all of our sample.
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Figure 3.13: The ∆m15(B) vs B − V colors of our sample, color coded by their M(B). The
magenta line shows the P99 relation.
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Figure 3.14: The ∆m15(B) vs M(B) colors of our sample, color coded by their B − V . The ma-
genta line shows the P99 relation. The three SNe Ia with the lowest magnitudes are SN2012ht,
SN2011by, and SN2012cg, in descending order. SN2011by is known to have substantial uncer-
tainty in it’s distance estimate between host galaxy redshift measurements and Cepheid measure-
ments [Foley et al., 2020]. Here we use the host galaxy redshift to estimate distance, it’s possible
that a Cepheid distance would shift the estimated absolute magnitude back to the P99 relation. This
is likely what is causing the scatter in SN2012ht, SN2012cg, and other offset SNe in the figure.
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Our color-decline estimates have similar slope to the original P99 relation, but are offset to

slightly redder colors. This maybe due to a systemic over-correction in reddening, or other unad-

dressed correction factors. Our luminosity-decline estimates diverges somewhat from P99, likely

due to uncertainties in the distance modulus. We determine the distance modulus term using the

host galaxy redshift, however for galaxies that are not in the Hubble Flow (z ≤ 0.03) the peculiar

velocity may add considerable uncertainty. Improved distance estimates from Cepheid analysis

may reduce this scatter [Foley et al., 2020]. We also do not remove non-normal SNe Ia from our

sample when fitting the relations, which may skew the results. More diverse templates, a more

nuanced approach to host extinction, and improved outlier selection may reduce the scatter in our

estimates.

3.6 UV-Optical Relations

Studies have suggested that SNe Ia with standardized optical colors can be placed into two

different categories based on their NUV properties: "NUV-red" and "NUV-Blue" [Milne et al.,

2013, Brown et al., 2017]. In Fig. 3.15 we examine the B − V and UVW1 − V colors of our

sample after correction and find that normal SNe Ia occupy a range of NUV colors with no bi-

modality. Super-C type SNe (SN2011aa, Sn2011de, and SN2012dn [Brown, 2014]) do tend to

have bluer colors than normal, as expected [Brown et al., 2014b]. This UV excess may be due to

a variety of factors such as early UV flux from shock interactions [Scalzo et al., 2010, Noebauer

et al., 2016] or compositional effects that cause the UV light curves to be much broader and peak

earlier than expected from optical analysis [Brown et al., 2014b, Devarakonda and Brown, 2022].

While the B− V color is roughly standard, the UV-optical and UV-UV colors may show more

diversity. We examine the relation between the colors and absolute magnitudes of our sample (Fig.

3.16), and find that UV-optical color-color and color-magnitude relations are fairly linear. We fit

the linear relations using the Scipy curvefit module [Virtanen et al., 2019], with the best fit value

and uncertainties from the mean and standard deviation of 1000 Monte Carlo Gaussian draws of

our estimated peak values. We focus our analysis on the UVM2 data, as the UVW1 and UVW2

filters are susceptible to bias from their red filter tails.
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Figure 3.15: The B − V vs UVW1 − V colors after corrections, with histograms showing the
distribution of SNe Ia in each color space. While a few of the Super-C type objects lie on the blue
end of the diagram, the normal SNe Ia show no evidence of a NUV-blue/NUV-red population.
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Figure 3.16: Left: The UVW1 − B vs UVM2 − B colors for our sample, with the best fit
linear relation (gold) and Monte Carlo draws (gray). Below are the residuals from comparing the
observations to the best fit relation, the 1 σ dispersion from the residuals is ∼ 0.36 mag. Right:
The UVM2 − B color vs M(UWM2) for our sample, with the best fit linear relation (gold) and
Monte Carlo draws (gray). Below are the residuals from comparing the observations to the best fit
relation, the 1 σ dispersion from the residuals is ∼ 0.59 mag.

The color-color relations particularly show a tight linear relation in the various possible com-

binations. While the idea that "blue things are blue" isn’t novel, the tightness of the correlations

suggests that intrinsic differences, such as metallicity effects [Foley et al., 2016], shift the flux

somewhat uniformly across the UV. In addition, the Super-C objects do not show significant de-

viation from the relation, which may suggest that the physical cause of UV flux differences is not

dependent on sub-type. The color-magnitude relation shows a linear increase in UV luminosity

for bluer UV-optical colors, as expected, however the dispersion around the relation is much larger

than the color-color relations. Most of this dispersion is from the fainter, redder SNe Ia, so the

scatter may be driven by increased observational uncertainties that we are not accounting for or by

inaccurate dust corrections.

When comparing the magnitudes across filter (Fig. 3.17), we again find a linear relation. The

dispersion around the fit decreases as the distance between filters decrease. While this dispersion

is higher than dispersion in the optical luminosity-width relation [Hamuy et al., 1996b, Phillips

et al., 1999], it does open the door to UV standardization. Rather than using any one relation, a
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Figure 3.17: Left: The M(B) vs M(UVM2) for our sample, with the best fit linear relation (gold)
and Monte Carlo draws (gray). Below are the residuals from comparing the observations to the
best fit relation, the 1 σ dispersion from the residuals is ∼ 0.44 mag. Right: The M(UVW1) vs
M(UWM2) for our sample, with the best fit linear relation (gold) and Monte Carlo draws (gray).
Below are the residuals from comparing the observations to the best fit relation, the 1 σ dispersion
from the residuals is ∼ 0.33 mag.

statistical model could chain the relations together across filters, vastly improving standardization

in the UV. With optical calibration and a sufficient training sample, such a model could possibly

compute the intrinsic luminosities of SNe Ia with only UV data. In addition, deviations from the

expected color relations can provide estimates for K(z) and dust extinction independent of the

∆m15(B)-derived color corrections. The Rubin Observatory is expected to find thousands of SNe

Ia over the course of its planned survey. This includes SNe Ia as far as z ∼ 1, at which point Rubin

would be observing their rest-frame NUV and MUV emission. These object will likely be too faint

to be detected beyond their peak, so models capable of standardizing with limited epochs of UV

observations will be crucial for studying these objects.

3.7 The SIRAH Project

While multi-color statistical light curve models and high-z SNe Ia from Rubin are not available

yet, there is plenty to be done with available data of high-z SNe Ia and light curve models. The

"Supernovae in the Infrared avec Hubble" or SIRAH project [Jha et al., 2019] measured the NIR

properties of 24 SNe Ia with the HST WFC3/IR. These SNe lie in the nearby "Hubble Flow"
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(0.02 ≤ z ≤ 0.07), a cosmological region where an objects velocity due to the expansion of the

universe dominates over its peculiar velocity. Such observations are crucial for addressing the

discrepancy between local measurements of the Hubble constant and measurements derived from

studies of the CMB [Planck Collaboration et al., 2018, Freedman et al., 2019]. Ground based

optical observations from programs such as ASAS-SN, ATLAS, and ZTF will supplement this

data set. UVOT observations with Swift will expand this program into the UV. This will result in

the first cosmological study of UV SNe Ia and will act as a precursor for future Rubin Observatory

surveys.

SNe Ia are difficult to observe in the UV due to their intrinsic faintness and the Swift UV

transmission function (see 3.1); at higher redshifts the UV emission may only be visible at epochs

near peak. Models such as SNooPy [Burns et al., 2011] and FPCA [He et al., 2018, Devarakonda

and Brown, 2022] are unable to fit such sparse data sets. To address this issue, we explore the use

of a simple stretch based fitting method in order to estimate the peak magnitudes of the SNe Ia

with as few as 3 observations near peak in the Swift UVOT filters.

3.8 Stretch Based Modeling

We first create a template by fitting a smoothed spline function (Scipy UnivariateSpline,

[Virtanen et al., 2019]) to synthetic UVOT light curves generated from spectrophotometric obser-

vations of SN2011fe [Pereira et al., 2013] (Fig. 3.18). This spline template is then stretched to

match the observations using the Scipy CurveF it program, which uses a least squares method of

regression [Virtanen et al., 2019] to fit defined models to data. Our fitting function is defined as:

Flux = spline(
T

A
) + C, (3.7)

where T is the phase of observation relative to the peak and A, C are free parameters. The

key assumption for this method is the time of peak, which can drastically affect the fit profile.

We initially estimate the time of peak as the time of the brightest B band observation. Then

we sample peak time estimates using a random normal distribution, centered around our initial
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Figure 3.18: The UVOT light curves of SN2011fe, based on spline fitting (solid lines) of spec-
trophotometric data (solid points) from [Pereira et al., 2013].

49



Figure 3.19: Top: An example of the stretch based fitting routine, with the B filter observations
of SN2011by (blue points). The orange line shows the best fit light curve for SN2011by, and
the green line shows the unmodified SN2011fe light curve for comparison. Bottom: Blue points
show the 1/χ2 values from each random draw of the peak phase estimate. The blue line shows the
Gaussian fit to this distribution. The estimate for the peak phase (T0) and peak photon count (P0)
with uncertainties are also shown.

estimate (σ=1.5, n=1000). The χ2 distribution from our draws resembles a Gaussian distribution,

which we then fit to estimate the peak time (µ), the uncertainty on the peak time (σ), and the

uncertainty on the photon counts at peak. Figure 3.19 shows an example of this fitting routine with

B filter observations of SN2011by. See Figures B.1, B.2, B.3, B.4, and B.5 in Appendix B for

examples of the fitting routine with the other UVOT filters.

We test the capabilities of this method by applying it to the SNe Ia in our SNooPy/FPCA

sample (see 3.2), and find the resulting peak magnitudes to be in agreement (Fig. 3.20). Many of
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Figure 3.20: Top: The B filter peak magnitude estimates for 40 SNe Ia from the Chapter 3 sample
(black circles). The x-axis shows the best fit values from SNooPy, and the y-axis shows the best
fit values from the stretch fitting. Uncertainties from the fitting routines are shown as black error
bars. The red line demonstrates the 1-1 relation. Bottom: The difference between the SNoopy and
stretch fit estimates for peak magnitude.

the supernovae in that sample are well observed, more so than expected for our high-z sample. For

further testing, we sub-sample the observations and re-fit the light curves. This sub-sampling is

done two ways, by filtering out every other observation for each supernova (low cadence) and by

limiting the observations to be within 5 days of the estimated peak (limited epochs). In both cases,

the peak magnitudes from sub-sampling agree with the full sample (Fig. 3.21).

With this light curve fitting method and the SED analysis, we will be able to craft the first

UV Hubble diagram. Combined with the optical and IR data, this sample will have the widest

wavelength coverage of any SNe Ia cosmology study to date.
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Figure 3.21: Top: The B filter peak magnitude estimates using the stretch fitting, with an unmodi-
fied sample (x-axis) and two different sub-sampling methods to simulate the SIRAH observations.
Green circles show the 34 SNe which were fit using only observations within 5 days of peak, while
black circles show SNe for which every other observations was omitted. The red line demonstrates
the 1-1 relation. Bottom: The difference in the stretch fit estimates for peak magnitude between
the unmodified and modified samples.
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4. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Every now and then, a white dwarf accretes too much mass and explodes spectacularly as a

Type Ia supernova. These remarkable objects offer a glimpse into the origin of elements and the

history of the universe. The progenitors of these explosions could be binary white dwarf systems

or white dwarf/red giant pairs, whose interactions lead to a thermonuclear detonation. At their

brightest they outshine all of the stars in their host galaxy as the tremendous amounts of radioactive

material they produce decay away. Their decay rate is tied closely to their optical luminosity,

leading to their use as "standard candles" to determine distances to far away objects. Their use

as candles led to the discovery of dark energy, as well as the great tension in modern cosmology

over the expansion rate of the universe and the nature of dark energy. Beyond the optical, their

infrared light curves have proven to be highly standard and their ultraviolet properties may reveal

their hidden structure. Modeling their light curve behavior across all wavelengths is key to their

study, and multiple methods have been devised over the years for this purpose.

4.1 Summary

In Chapter 2 I described the analysis of the largest published sample of UVOT SNe Ia to date.

We examined the light curves of 97 nearby SNe with a band-vague light curve model derived from

FPCA analysis of BVRI SNe Ia. We found that the post-peak light curves of UV and optical SNe

show statistically similar behavior, indicating a physical link to the UV and optical properties at

those epochs. This is likely due to the expansion of the ejecta reaching a phase where both the UV

and optical photons are able to travel freely. However the pre-peak light curve behaviors are not

statistically related, from the previous scenario this would suggest that the photons in one or both

wavelength regimes are still being restricted by the ejecta material.

In Chapter 3 I described a method to recover the intrinsic luminosities of SNe Ia by correcting

for dust extinction and redshift effects, using SED modeling. The process uses various spectral

templates generated from real observations and modeled SNe that are matched up to the observed
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colors of SNe. The matched templates are then corrected for the predicted dust extinction and K(z)

corrections. With this we produce the largest sample to date of SNe Ia absolute magnitudes and

intrinsic colors in the UV and optical. We show that for fixed B−V colors, SNe Ia exhibit a range

of NUV colors rather than being split into a NUV-red and NUV-blue subclass. We characterize the

linear relations between the colors and absolute magnitudes in the UV and optical, and demonstrate

the possibility for multi-color models that can standardize the UV properties of SNe Ia. At the

end of Chapter 3, we introduce the SIRAH project and describe a light curve fitting method that

stretches a template to match as little as 3 observations near peak, which will open to door to high-z

studies of SNe Ia.

4.2 The Future

As part of the analysis for the SIRAH project, we will create the first Hubble Diagram to

use UV observations of SNe Ia. This will be an important step to anchoring the cosmological

distance ladder, and will set up future high-z surveys with the Vera C. Rubin Observatory and the

Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope. Further improvements to the SED modeling process such

as a more diverse range of templates, a color-based extinction correction, and a statistical model

for multi-color standardization will greatly enhance future surveys. These models are especially

important as the aforementioned high-z will require a deeper understanding of the rest-frame UV

diversity.
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Larson, E., Carey, C., Polat, İ., Feng, Y., Moore, E. W., Vand erPlas, J., Laxalde, D., Perk-

told, J., Cimrman, R., Henriksen, I., Quintero, E. A., Harris, C. R., Archibald, A. M., Ribeiro,

A. H., Pedregosa, F., van Mulbregt, P., and Contributors, S. . . (2019). SciPy 1.0–Fundamental

Algorithms for Scientific Computing in Python. arXiv e-prints, page arXiv:1907.10121.

[Virtanen et al., 2020] Virtanen, P., Gommers, R., Oliphant, T. E., Haberland, M., Reddy, T.,

Cournapeau, D., Burovski, E., Peterson, P., Weckesser, W., Bright, J., van der Walt, S. J.,

78



Brett, M., Wilson, J., Millman, K. J., Mayorov, N., Nelson, A. R. J., Jones, E., Kern, R., Larson,
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APPENDIX A

Band Interquartile Range Brown-Forsythe Test Statistic Brown-Forsythe P-Value
W2 2.062 0.169 0.682
M2 2.235 0.012 0.913
W1 1.913 0.112 0.738
U 2.679 0.118 0.732
B 2.320 - -
V 2.597 1.516 0.221

Table A.1: A comparison of the variability in the PC1 values as compared to the B band. Sim-
ilar IQR scores and P values > 0.05 would suggest that there is not statistical difference in the
variability between the bands.

Band Interquartile Range Brown-Forsythe Test Statistic Brown-Forsythe P-Value
W2 1.304 0.426 0.516
M2 1.731 3.118 0.082
W1 1.110 0.359 0.550
U 1.095 0 0.983
B 0.900 - -
V 0.581 10.731 0.001

Table A.2: A comparison of the variability in the PC2 values as compared to the B band. Sim-
ilar IQR scores and P values > 0.05 would suggest that there is not statistical difference in the
variability between the bands.
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Band Interquartile Range Brown-Forsythe Test Statistic Brown-Forsythe P-Value
W2 0.861 7.804 0.007
M2 0.925 13.237 0.001
W1 1.444 28.489 0
U 1.075 21.533 0
B 0.448 - -
V 0.481 0.062 0.804

Table A.3: A comparison of the variability in the PC3 values as compared to the B band. Sim-
ilar IQR scores and P values > 0.05 would suggest that there is not statistical difference in the
variability between the bands.

Band Interquartile Range Brown-Forsythe Test Statistic Brown-Forsythe P-Value
W2 0.350 0.008 0.930
M2 0.473 0.107 0.745
W1 0.367 1.533 0.219
U 0.337 0.031 0.861
B 0.363 - -
V 0.188 9.904 0.002

Table A.4: A comparison of the variability in the ∆m15 values as compared to the B band. Sim-
ilar IQR scores and P values > 0.05 would suggest that there is not statistical difference in the
variability between the bands.
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Figure A.1: The correlation between the B band and other Swift UVOT bands for the PC1 weights.
Only the UVW2, U , and V bands have a statistically significant correlation based on the Spearman
rank-order coefficient test. The red lines indicate the spread of the MCMC draws from Linmix,
and the black line is the mean linear fit from which we calulate the r2 value. The PC1 weights are
most directly related to the decline rate of the light curves.
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Figure A.2: The correlation between the B band and the other Swift UVOT bands for the PC2
weights. The statistical significance of the correlation is based on the Spearman rank-order coeffi-
cient test. The red lines indicate the spread of the MCMC draws from Linmix, and the black line is
the mean linear fit from which we calulate the r2 value. The PC2 weights are most directly related
to the spread of the light curves.
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Figure A.3: The correlation between the B band and the other Swift UVOT bands for the PC3
weights. Only the U and V bands have a statistically significant correlation based on the Spearman
rank-order coefficient test. The red lines indicate the spread of the MCMC draws from Linmix,
and the black line is the mean linear fit from which we calulate the r2 value. The PC3 weights are
most directly related to the pre-peak rise in the light curve and late phase adjustments.
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Figure A.4: The correlation between the B band and the other Swift UVOT bands for the 15 day
decline rate post-peak. The red lines indicate the spread of the MCMC draws from Linmix, and the
black line is the mean linear fit from which we calulate the r2 value. The decline rate is calculated
from the best fit FPCA model for each individual light curve.
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APPENDIX B

Figure B.1: An example of stretch-based fitting. Top: The UVW2 filter observations of SN2011by
(blue points). The orange line shows the best fit for SN2011by, and the green line shows the
unmodified SN2011fe light curve for comparison. Bottom: Blue points show the 1/χ2 values from
random draws of the peak phase estimate. The blue line shows the Gaussian fit to this distribution.
The estimate for the peak phase (T0) and peak photon count (P0) with uncertainties are also shown.
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Figure B.2: As Figure B.1, but for UVM2 band observations of SN2011by.
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Figure B.3: As Figure B.1, but for UVW1 band observations of SN2011by.
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Figure B.4: As Figure B.1, but for U band observations of SN2011by.
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Figure B.5: As Figure B.1, but for V band observations of SN2011by.
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