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HOW TO USE THE ATLAS TO IDENTIFY
PROJECTS IMPACTING FREEDOM

COLONIES



Tips for interpreting Texas

Department of Transportation

(TxDOT) layers

Instructions for accessing the

TxDOT layers

Community tools and

regulations that project

descendants, community

members and stakeholders

can access to voice their

concerns

Our  newest layer helps the Atlas

identify transportation projects

that may pose a threat to freedom

colonies and provide input during

the project planning phase. Within

this booklet, you will find:

I N T R O D U C I N G

A  N E W  L A Y E R !

Interstate 45 serves as a

backdrop to the historic

Forth Ward Freedman's

Town in Houston, Texas, a

freedom colony.
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We are providing this layer to enable
descendants who may not be full-time

residents or landowners to remain
aware of what is happening in their

communities. Knowing about projects
years in advance means that

descendants aren't on the defense and
then have an opportunity to ask

questions and proactively co-plan with
public agencies.

Dr .  Andrea  Rober t s ,  PhD

Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com
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C h a n g i n g  t h e  F u t u r e  o f

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P l a n n i n g  f o r

F r e e d o m  C o l o n i e s

By  adding  this  layer  to  the  map ,  users  are  able  to

view  possible  relationships  between  freedom

colonies  and  highway  projects .  This  provides

opportunities  for  descendants  to  make  their  voices

heard  regarding  possible  threats ,  infrastructure

projects ,  or  development .  Often ,  residents  and

stake  holders  of  Texas  Freedom  Colonies ,  do  not

know  where  to  locate  information  regarding

highway  and  traff ic  projects .

Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com
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S u b s c r i b e  t o  TxD O T  P r o j e c t

U p d a t e s

BE  THE  F IRST  TO  RECIEVE  IMPORTANT

ANNOUNCEMENTS  FROM  TXDOT !

The  f irst  step  for  freedom  colony

descendants  and  residents  is  to  become

familiar  with  how  TxDOT  community  and

invites  input .  Participate  in  public

meetings ,  hearings ,  and  open  houses  to

become  famil iar  with  future  projects  in

your  area .

Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com



Section  106  of  the  National

Historic  Preservation  Act  of

1966  (NHPA )  requires  federal

agencies  to  consider  the

effects  of  historic  properties

of  projects  they  carry  out ,

assist ,  fund ,  permit ,  l icense ,

or  approve  throughout  the

country .  I f  a  federal  or

federally-assisted  project

has  the  potential  to  affect

historic  properties ,  a

Section  106  review  will  take

place .
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Ad v i s o ry  C o u n c i l  o n

H i s t o r i c

P r e s e r v a t i o n
AS  A  STAKEHOLDER ,  YOU  HAVE  THE

FEDERALLY  PROTECTED  RIGHT  TO  BE

CONSULTED  ABOUT  PROJECTS .

Visit: https://www.achp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2017-01/CitizenGuide.pdf
Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com



S e c t i o n  4(f )  o f

U .S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n
LEARN  ABOUT  THE  FEDERAL  TRANSIT  ADMINISTRAIT ION

Section  4 ( f )  of  the  U .S  Department  of

Transportation  (USDOT )  Act  of  1966  prohibits

the  FTA  and  other  USDOT  agencies  from

using  land  from  publically  owned  parks ,

recreation  areas  ( including  recreational  trai ls

trai ls ) ,  wildli fe  water  fowl  refuges ,  or  public

and  private  historic  properties ,  unless  there  is

no  feasible  and  prudent  alternative  to  that

use  and  the  action  includes  all  possible

planning  to  minimze  harm  to  the  property

resulting  from  such  use .

Visit: https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/env_topics/4f_tutorial/overview.aspx?b=e#b
Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com
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F o l l ow  TxD o t  P r o j e c t  P a g e

CLOSELY  FOLLOW  TXDOT  PROJECTS  AND  STUDIES  

While  transportation  projects  are  being

planned ,  the  proposed  project  is  analyzed

to  determine  the  cost  benefits  for  each

distr ict  across  the  state .  Approved

projects  move  beyond  the  study  phase .

Lookup  details  on  projects  by  distr ict ,  and

follow  the  project  page  to  submit  input .

Visit: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/projects/studies.html
Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com
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T exa s  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i s s i o n

FOLLOW  STAKEHOLDER  COMMITTEES  AND  GET

INVOLVED

The Texas Transportation Commission and the Texas

Department of Transportation created several

advisory, and policy-making stakeholders'

committees in an effort to provide reliable advice

and recommendations on transportation issues.

Visit: https://www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/get-involved/about.html
Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com



County name

Project description

Impacted highway number

The Texas Department of

Transportation highway project layer

displays current and future highway

projects throughout the state.

TheAtlas' transportation layer

contains the following project data:

Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com

D E F I N I N G  T H E

L A Y E R

Be sure to interact with the

other layers that can be

found on the Atlas!
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Click the "Atlas 2.0" tab to view the atlas. 

Select the tab in the upper right-hand corner

that looks like a stack of paper. That is the "Layer

List".

Scroll to the bottom of the Layer Lists option. 

Select current and future project layer options.

Click the red or blue lines on the map to view

the highway name, the type of work performed

and description, county, and nearest district.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Email: freedomcoloniesprojects@gmail.com

Ac c e s s i n g  t h e  L aye r

CAREFULLY  FOLLOW  THESE  STEPS  TO  ACCESS  THE  NEW

LAYERS !
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TxD O T  P r o j e c t  L aye r

These are the project layers for all highway projects in

the next five through ten years. Interact with the layer to

find out more information about the project such as the

project type and highway being impacted.



P u t t i n g  F r e e d o m  C o l o n i e s  o n  t h e

m a p ,  o n  p o l i cy  a g e n d a s ,  a n d  a t

t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t exa s  h i s t o ry

T e l l  yo u r  s t o r Y  

s h a r e  yo u r  c o m m u n i ty's  s t o ry!

@THETEXASFREEDOMCOLONIESPROJECT

@TEXAS_FREEDOM_COLONIES

WWW .THETEXASFREEDOMCOLONIESPROJECT .COM

FREEDOMCOLONIESPROJECT@GMAIL .COM

H E R I T A G E    E N G A G E M E N T    P R E S E R V A T I O N    A D V O C A C Y

THE  TEXAS  FREEDOM  COLONIES  PROJECT

CHANNEL


