A Tale of Two High Schools

The Long Road to Desegregation
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E. A. Kemp High School  Stephen F. Austin High School
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Bryan, Texas
The Black schools in Bryan were named after national and local Black educators
The White schools were named after Texas founding fathers




Kemp Bears
p“f" Maroon & White
Wicchell A&M donated used football
Little

uniforms which determined school
colors

Bryan Broncos
Green & White

Kemp High School Annual 1970 & Stephen F. Austin 1971 Annual; Brazos Valley African American Museum




Dr. Alton Bowen,
Superintendent of Bryan ISD
from 1960 until 1970 led the
BISD School Board in deciding
to build a new high school
and reorganizing the district
to meet the desegregation
requirements.

Interview with Dr. Thomas H. Davis, SFA student leader, class of .71 & Stephen F. Austin Annual 1971
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Student Councils from both schools met and selected 3 sets of color and mascot options to be
voted on by student bodies from each school. No old themes were allowed so that all students
both black and white would feel they had ownership of the colors and mascot. SFA had one
Black student council member and he was elected as the Homecoming King.

Kemp High School Annual 1970 & Stephen F. Austin 1971 Annual; Interview with Dr. Thomas Davis, SFA student leader



Bryan High School campus
with students from E. A.
Kemp and Stephen F. Austin
High Schools opened in
1971

The colors chosen were blue
and silver

The Vikings were chosen as
the mascot

Bryan High School 1972 Annua




Top (left to right): Sam Morello, Jimmy Ramsey, Perry Arthur, John
Kitchens. Second row: Dick Clark, George Jackson, Donald Lampe,
Barry Nelson, Billy Lero, Joe Idlebird. Third row: Bobby Donaho, Rita
Fields, Alma Wilson, Elaine Allen. Fourth row: Charles Ballew, Laurie
Debidour, Barbara Aldred. Bottom: President/Willie Pruitt, Secretary/
Jeanne Baker, Vice-President/ Bill Thorton.

Bryan High School Annual 1972

First Student Council of
Bryan High School 1972

Black student Willie Pruitt
was elected President of

the Student Council




Llong Road to Desegregation of High Schools

1954 Brown vs Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas

Separate 1s not equal finding

1955 Bryan Superintendent Dr. Carmichael “explored” desegregation in Baltimore
and Washington D. C. and found:

. S
F l \ ’c i et White people do not like for their little children to be taught by Negroes,
| i especially by Negro men. Many doubt that the Negro teachers are as competent
| | R | as they sho}xld be. . . No tests were given to test whether the Negro pupils could
l / I ﬁ . compete with white pupils. School people seem to be reluctant to give these tests
F(' & = : to find out. Desegregation is more than a law; it is an emotion and it is very

R

SFA 1959 Annual;

4

prevalent even in Washington.”

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 51




April 1957 Reaction of Black Citizens

As described in
Annette
Gordon-Reed
CCOn
Juneteenth”
not all Black
families were
in favor of
desegregation

In Bryan, not all black citizens saw the immediate educational future of their

children in integration. A group of parents representing the black PTA presented a letter

to the Bryan city commissioners in April 1957 requesting the construction of a black

junior high school. The request was forwarded to the school board where it was filed for

future reference.?!

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 55




June & July 1957 Board Meetings — Texas House Bill 65

Texas
Legislature
tried to
prohibit
integration in
Texas schools

The board discussed pending civil rights legislation at the June 1957 board
meeting, though no conclusions were reached. One month later, the board gave
considerable discussion to new laws passed by the state of Texas. House Bill 65 passed
in May 1957 required the continuance of a dual system in each public school district in

Texas until a local election of qualified voters in each district voted to abolish the

segregated school system.® Furthermore, an election could only be called if a majority of

the district presented a petition to the board. As a result of the newly enacted legislation,
the board concluded that integration of schools in Texas was both unwise and illegal >
Their assumption effectively stopped official school board discussions on integration in

Bryan.
' The law was designed to force the question of integration back into

the courts, hopefully on a district by district basis. In August 1957, the board reported
that “no further information in regard to the matter of the study of integration” was
needed “since, at the present time, laws passed by the legislature prohibit integration

unless it is voted upon by the school district concerned.”?*

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 55




October 11, 1960 -~ Response from Black Educators

/AN DALy EAGLE
Station and the Brazos Valley Sinee 1876
and their patriotism™ Not all comments were supportive. Mrs. Mills P, Walker

responded by reminding readers that there was no federal law for or against integration,
but simply a provision for equal rights for all. Claiming to know many of the ‘colored
people’ including educators, Walker spoke on behalf of the black teachers saying they
were more ably suited to function as educational “custodians of their own race.”* She

concluded by asking the rhetorical question “Has the Supreme Court somehow made it

wrong to build better buildings and install better equipment for Negro children, just as we

do for white students?” **

Dissertation, Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas,1946-1971, Hill, Scott, p. 60

In a letter to the
Bryan Dailey
Fagle

Black Educators
argued against
integration




September 15, 1961 — Lawsuit Filed

"Tue Bryan Daiy EacLE
Serving Bryan, College Station and the Brases Valley Sines 1276

T BATANCOLLEDE STATIOR FEXAS FRIDAT. SEFTEMBER (b 100
Integration Suit Filed
Against Bryan Schools

‘Lev’ Thomas, having grown frustrated waiting for Bryan Independent School District to

act, filed Clarence Thomas, a minor, by J. L. Thomas, as next friend, v Alton 0. Bowen,

Superintendent of the Bryan Independent School District, et al. in the U.S, District Court

No further integration discussions at board meetings. Board waited on court’s decision.

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 63; The Bryan Daily Eagle, September 15, 1961, p. 1




Summer of 1963

Judgement in
favor of Mr.
Thomas created
Freedom of
Choice Plan

The judgment restrained the city commissioners, the school board, and the

superintendent from requiring segregation of the races. Moreover, the ruling ordered the

implementation of a desegregation plan beginning with the first graders entering school in

September 1963. The plan allowed that students entering the first grade “may at his

option attend the formerly all-white or the formerly all-Negro school within the

geographical boundaries of which such student may reside.™* As each year passed,

another grade level was to be opened for integration so that by 1974, all twelve grades
ere to be integrated.

This plan was referred to as the “Freedom of Choice Plan.”

Bowen recalled, “Our guilt was self-evident.

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 65




July 2, 1964 — Passage of Civil Rights Act

he passage on July 2, 1964 of the Civil Rights Act reshaped the integration
argument. The act provided for the termination of federal funding for segregated schools

and enabled the Department of Justice to bring suit in the federal courts against schools

who failed to integrate. The Department of Health, Education and Welfare's (HEW)

education office was charged with formulating and enforcing desegregation guidelines.

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 98

Suspension of
Federal funding for
segregated schools
got the attention of
the school board




Early 1965 — Freedom of Choice

1967 for all the nation’s school systems that had not already done s0."® Sometime in

early 1965, United States Assistant Attorney General John Doar informed the board that

the one-grade-per-year desegregation plan no longer met revised federal standards.

September 1965 — Freedom of Choice Extended to All Grades

September 1965 marked the beginning of the first school year in which the

“freedom of choice plan” was extended to all grade levels. No problems were reported in

the process.n Seventy-eight black students enrolled in the traditionally all white schools.

No white students chose to attend school at one of the still all black schools.

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 100




April 1966 — Change in Language

Circuit in United States v Jeffferson County Board of Education. The court’s decision

acknowledged, “the law imposes an absolute duty to integrate, that is disestablish

segregation” moreover “racial mixing of students is a high priority educational goal.”®

1 Though a token amount of integration was taking place, it

was clear by this point that freedom of choice would not lead to racially balanced schools.

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 106




1967-1968

The district began planning a new high school to alleviate crowding in the existing
facilities. Some of the board members looked at this as an opportunity. Trustee Johnny
Lampo commented that upon completion of this facility, “the last four grades in our
system will be completely integrated” explaining that this “is one of the biggest steps

toward total integration.”?®

Though never detailed in the minutes, the board had been
considering what effect the new high school would have on the integration of Bryan

schools. Beginning in the 1967-1968 school year the board had been looking at the

6-2-2-2 plan of organization.

The 6-2-2-2 plan meant white children would <o to Black schools and
Black children would go to white schools.

Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, Hill, Scott p. 110




Fall of 1970 — Fires in Black Schools

Tue Dy E4cLE THE Duiry EAGLE | THE DAILY EAGLE

Flames Gut Washington School

BLACKENED WALLS OF NI INIOR MIGH «umr, ST BT NDING Am:r. FIzE
nmnmnx l-lll)tiA audnnv

Junior High School Fire Wire Oxerloa.d Draws
Cause Still Under Probe Blame in School Fire

3 Black schools burned — faulty wiring was the cause
of Washington Elementary fire and the other two
causes were never determined.

The Daily Eagle, September 17 & 18, 1970, p. 1; The Daily Eagle, November 27, 1970, p. 1




Over 35,000

Bix Dary Eacle | ==

Since 1876 Bryan-College Station, Texas  Monday. December 14, 1870 10 Cents

More Arson Attempts Expected

- A soft drin mm ith
By ED HORN \hc hr for fear it might ex. 13 k w paper
Ea gle Managing Editol

Everyone had an opinion as to the cause of the fires. Some members of the white

community felt the fires were set by blacks eager to speed the process of integration. The

black community held whites responsible. Black citizens reasoned that whites, expecting

the Justice Department to step in and order integration by racial balancing, had set black
schools ablaze to keep their children from attending schools in the predominately black
parts of town. Moreover, the black school facilities had always been inferior to their
white counterparts. By destroying them, whites could rest assured that their children

would not have to attend substandard schools.*?

The Daily Eagle, December 14, 1970, p. 1; Dissertation Desegregation in Brazos County, Texas 1946-1971, hill, Scott p. 109




Fall of 1971 Bryan High School Opened

Bryan ISD website; https://www.bryanisd.org



https://www.bryanisd.org/

Spring of 1982 Follow Up in the Eagle
Display at BVAA

Comparison of 1971 All White SFA Class to 1982
Bryan High School Integrated Class

The Eagle provided incorrect information. Due to
the Freedom of Choice Plan Black students attended
Stephen F. Austin High School. This picture from the
1971 Bronco Annual shows Pam Mitchell at the
bottom of the page. The reporter had to go all the
way to the M’s to find a page that did not have a
picture of a Black student.

Brazos Valley African American Museum




Spring of 1971 to Spring of 1982 Student Population
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The Daily Eagle, March 27, 1982




Educators, students and parents, both
Black and White, agree desegregation
worked smoothly in Bryan ISD

Concerns for Black Students after ten years
Academic — no Black honor students

Role Models — not enough Black school personnel
for students to emulate

Fewer college bound students than before 1971
Less involvement in clubs, FFA, FHA, and choir,
and other extracurricular activities

The Daily Eagle, March 27, 1982

The Dairy E4cLE

March 27, 1982

Blacks still worry about their children

m:gnim K!x word seems to promise so

li s been an mmemde since schoals were
deasgregated in Bryan. Has it vmrhpﬂ Hasin-
mmi?u lived up to the promises it scemed 1o

The reviews sre mised.

f the prople who were involved in integra-
tion in Beyan, past and present, black and white,
sgree that desegregation worked smoothly berve and
that educations] opportuaities are certainly betier
sow for gl sodents.

Ya,mmm»m:kw?dmmmﬁ

black students have loxt ground iy several critical
aress since integration.

Placks wonder H students have lost pride in their
schools, Whites don't express similar concerns.

“I's been the black kids who've had to in-
tegrate,’” says Carey Cuuley, peesident of the local
NAACP branch and & former Bryan teacher. "He's
Had 10 sccept mwother cultute and thal causes &
stradn, '’ he says. y

Biacks say they ceriainly aren’t ready to go back
© mxmu.d schools, but they worry ahout thelr

mytondaf!hhckmdmumnmm
oW as they weie when they autended all-black

’tmymﬂnhmsmmoﬂkcksm

= || exccliing academically sow as did when there were

“Blacks don’t have cars of

_ their own like most white

students. It’s very difficult
~for them to get over there.”
Otho Byrd

ted schools.
Thcywnduilumbhvklwd«mwm

Thqwmdmﬂ:chmmumwmm
activities

FHA.

They wonder if their children ave an integral pant
of their schools’ Memwmcmqmmymm
e its peviphery.

They wonder if there are enough black vole
madels ~ teachery, counselory, astistant priscipals,
principals and district sdministrators — for black
uudmuwmduehmmm

**§ think it's been all right for our B and wove
student who excels in spite of {circumstances),”
famsar School Counselor Medl Pruin, a former

" mchtt and counselor &t Kemp Higd, says.

“For our € snd befow students, many of them
don't receive the kind of challenge would have
received at Kemp or at the black schools where they
were made 1o do their best, ™ she savs,

Cne Bryan High senior sees the same trend from
& peer’'s perspestive.

*I can coust the number {of black student) 1 .

know.on one hand whe try,”’ she seys, “They don’t
put ot & good effort.
““There are plemy of whites txm Som's," she says,

“but the percentage jsu’s us high,”

Black femchers and sven black students agree.
And their oplnion is supported by the bsck of black
sudents smong the top scademi praduaies of
Bryn High.

“Reforr integregation, we had straight A
siudeats who were honored ai commencement
says Pruits, who had one 3on graduste from xmp

o e o by il

2re aot t A’ ROW OF d
be honored,” she sayy. ther
Hmaﬁmmunmnﬂmhmmwm
yent 8t commencement. These students have main.
tained straight A’s or have bren in the fop 2 percent
of the graduating class.

Eleven members of the last graduating class of
ﬁm wcstmanbuo: T — were

:ukum: , there

Aasordéu:
has never been & black honor graduste af llryln
High School.

g

“‘Over half the students who

finished Kemp High schucvi
went to college.”’

Irene Lane

S R
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