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Research at Texas A&M University

Land-Grant, Sea-Grant, & 
Space-Grant Institution



▪ Expanding interdisciplinary research

▪ Enhancing the significance & impact of our 
research

▪ Faculty success in traditional & alternative 
tracks

TAMU Initiatives

In 2015, the Library started exploring the 
development of RIM that could directly support these 
initiatives.



Disney’s Despicable Me (https://outsourcedguru.wordpress.com/2016/12/19/open-source-minion-supercomputer/)
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The Scholars@TAMU Team



Scholars@TAMU Features

http://scholars.tamu.edu/

GOAL 1: Enhance TAMU reputation and 
support the ability of faculty/colleges to 
craft rich narratives of the significance 
and impact of their work. 

GOAL 2: Support (emerging) research
practices and publishing models in ways 
that enhance the productivity, 
significance, funding, and impact of Texas 
A&M’s research and creative work.



Strategy: 

Lean Experimentation (an adaptation of Agile Methodology)

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/the_promise_of_lean_experimentation



▪ Identify Key Players

▪ Power users 

▪ Administrators

▪ Librarians and delegates

▪ Outreach, Outreach, Outreach (LOTS of show & tell)

▪ Refrain from overpromising our capabilities

▪ Continuous Feedback

Important!



System/Data Structure: v1



System/Data Structure: v1



System/Data Structure: v2



User Interface: Faceted Search

One of the most common requests from faculty forming research teams.



User Interface: Profile





Current Status: (Five years later)

Scholars@TAMU features current expertise and research at Texas A&M

▪ ~3,300 profiles 

▪ 224 TAMU organizations

▪ >189,000 research publications

▪ >1,000 Patents

▪ >1,200 linked websites (some embedded YouTube videos)

▪ >3,000 grants

▪ Teaching materials

▪ 2 Departmental website integration

▪ >10,000 search terms



Clients: Principal Investigators for grant proposals

Complementary Services



Clients: Administrators and Centers

Complementary Services



Clients: Programs and Colleges

Complementary Services



Evaluation of Engagement with Scholars@TAMU



Evaluation of Engagement with Scholars@TAMU



Evaluation of Engagement with Scholars@TAMU



Evaluation of Engagement with Scholars@TAMU



Clients: Principal Investigators

Interdisciplinary Research Teams



Some of Our Future Plans

▪ UN Sustainable Development Goals

▪ Editor re-write

▪ Explore more data re-use

▪ MORE, more, more DATA



Lessons Learned:

▪ Focus on data quality (identifiers, authoritative lists, automation)

▪ Let social interoperability drive the project, the technical side is 
secondary (Users are Important!)

▪ Don’t try to solve everything all at once

▪ Keep it Simple (for the user)



Thank you for your time. Questions?

http://scholars.tamu.edu/

ethel@library.tamu.edu
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