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RYEGRASS EVALUATION IN SOUTHEAST TEXAS

OBJECTIVES:

Evaluate forage production of ryegrass cultivars under southeast
Texas edaphic and climatic conditions.

PROCEDURE:

Ryegrass cultivars were drilled in a Lake Charles clay prepared
seedbed on October 2, 1979 at 25 lb/ac. Fertilizer applied at planting
was 48-60-0 (N-P-K) with additional 50 1b N on Jan. 14 and Mar. 3. Plots
consisted of six-8" rows, 15 ft long in a randomized block design with
four replications. The middle four rows of each plot were cut at a 1%"
height on Jan. 8, Feb. 4, Mar.3, Mar. 20, Apr. 16, and May 23.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION:

There were significant differences between ryegrass cultivars only
at the Jan. 8, Mar. 3, and Mar. 20 harvests (Table 1). Florida Reseeding,
Gulf, North Mississippi Reseeding, ASSO, TX-0-R-78-2, and Common were the
most productive at the first harvest. Although significant, differences
in forage production during the March harvests were small.

The lack of significant differences in forage production of ryegrass
cultivars in southeast Texas coincides with previous results. Major dif-
ferences in forage production occur only during unusually cold winters
when the more cold-hardy cultivars such as Florida Reseeding and Magnolia
are more productive.
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