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Forward 
 
Planning Process 
Tyler County Development Strategy document assesses some strategies for the future 
growth of the county by focusing on the asset of the community. This document was 
developed by Texas Target Communities in partnership with the County. 
 
Agreement between the County and TTC 
In the summer of 2016, Tyler County and Texas Target Communities partnered to create 
a task force to represent the community. The community members were engaged in a 
participatory planning process including visioning, goal setting, alternative scenario 
exploration, and strategies for implementation. Using courses on campus, TAMU urban 
planning students were exposed to the planning process and the opportunity to 
explore innovative ideas. The result of this collaboration is this document, which 
provides strategies for the community’s growth utilizing the natural resource and the 
assets of the County.  
 
Background of TTC 
The Texas Target Communities program (TTC) is a high-impact service learning and 
community outreach program within the College of Architecture (COA) at Texas A&M 
University. TTC partners with small communities across Texas to assist them with needs 
that would otherwise go unmet. TTC also serves as a “real world” learning laboratory for 
undergraduate and graduate students who provide data collection and 
recommendations. Since its inception, TTC has worked with over 50 communities to 
incorporate sustainable planning and design practices. The following report is provided, 
in part, by a community grant from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service for Tyler 
County.  
 
How to use it  
This document can be used to guide the development of a strategic plan for the 
county. The document includes the overall vision for the community, and some 
strategies the county may take to reach the envisioned future. This document may aid 
in acquiring grants and funds from available sources.  
 
Structure 
Chapter 1 presents the background, brief overview of the geography and history of 
Tyler County; Chapter 2 outlines the planning process and provides a summary of the 
visioning meetings. Chapter 3 explores the opportunities through specific strategies that 
are supported with maps and relevant case studies.  
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1. Introduction 
County Overview 
Located in southeastern Texas near the Louisiana border, Tyler County is 936 square 
miles of dense forests, grasslands, and wetlands.  21,766 people reside in Tyler County 
according to the 2010 Census, with Woodville as the county seat. Woodville is an hour 
and a half drive east from Houston, and a little under an hour drive north from 
Beaumont.  
 
Tyler County is a part of the Deep East Texas Council of Governments (DETCOG). This is 
a collective association of the local governments in East Texas. This voluntary 
organization consists of twelve counties.  

 
Figure 1. Tyler County. Source: Texas Almanac 
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History  
 
Tyler County was established on April 3, 1846 and is named after the tenth president of 
the United States of America, John Tyler. People from the surrounding southern states 
settled in the area. The economy consisted mainly of farmers producing sweet 
potatoes, corn, and molasses. The Great Depression hit Tyler County hard and by 1940s, 
the unemployment was 18%. In the age of the automobile, US190 brought improved 
transportation to the area. This road not only allowed citizens ease of access to and 
from Tyler County, but it also brought family tourism from the surrounding parts of Texas. 
 
Tyler County’s early history was overwhelmingly agricultural and rural, but focus shifted 
to the lumber industry as the railroads developed, and finally to oil and gas production 
in the mid-1900s. Today it still has large proportion of its workforce in these industries, as 
well as health care, construction, and educational services. 

Demographics 
 
Tyler County has a total population of 21,766, with roughly 32% of them being in the six 
major cities/towns: Woodville, Ivanhoe, Wildwood, Warren, Colmesneil and Chester. The 
population density of the county is 23.54 people per square mile, which is low 
compared to the state of Texas at 96.3 people per square mile. An average family size 
in Tyler County is 2.9 people and is higher than the state average of 2.75. Between the 
years of 2000 and 2010, the population rose 4.29% from 20,871 to 21,766. The county’s 
population grew much slower compared to the state’s 20.59% increase over the same 
period.  
 
Overall, the Tyler County has an older population compared to the state of Texas. The 
county is a majority white, 80.43%, with a roughly 10% African American population 
which is significantly smaller than that of the state. On the other hand, Tyler County’s 
Hispanic population is greatly increasing, though significantly lower than the state 
average. The county has higher percentage of aging population compared to the 
state level. Compared to the state of Texas, the county has a much larger percentage 
of high school graduates, but a lower percent of college graduates. There is a lower life 
expectancy rate for the county, which results in a higher death rate. The most common 
causes of death are heart disease and cancer, followed by strokes, lung disease, and 
accidents.  
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2. The Process 
Partnership 
 
In summer of 2016, the Tyler County and the City of Ivanhoe started collaboration 
with Texas Target Communities to assess current community conditions and 
explore future development strategies. The project aimed to enhance 
community-wide discussion through a public participatory process, resulting in 
the development of strategies and comprehensive plan to help guide the future 
growth of the County and City. As part of the process a task force was created 
to represent the community. The task force serves as a fundamental part of the 
planning process, contributing to the thoughts, desire, opinions and vision of the 
community member.  

Asset Discussion  
 
In September 2016, the task force came together with the TTC staff to initiate the 
planning process in the City Hall and Community Center at City of Ivanhoe. The 
meeting began with conversation on what each attendee liked in their 
hometown and the assets they bring to the table. Ronnie McDonald at Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Service, led the Texas Rural Leadership Program (TRLP) 
discussing the ideas of leadership and appreciative inquiry. The task force 
members were encouraged to build relationships with the community and bring 
all-inclusive representation of the community to the table for opinions, 
comments and visions. On the next meeting, TTC staffs presented the data 
collected on the current community conditions, which helped form the 
foundation for the plan.  
 
Assets discussed in the meeting  

• Logging Industry 
• Available land and property 
• Water 
• School District 
• County Hospital- Level 4 Trauma Certified 
• Life style and quality of life 
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• People - Culture, Personality 
• Tax Abatement Zones- Industrial Parks 
• Work Force Availability 
• Fair Grounds/Ball Parks 
• Faith Based 
• Heritage Village 
• Destination Specialties Retailers- TKC 

knives 
• Effective law Enforcement 

 
Important Considerations 

• Preserve what we have 
• Sewer System 
• Land companies- treat as realty companies 
• Support Local Business via County Govt. 
• Economic Development Board 
• Vocational Training 
• Youth/young adult retention  

Visioning  
 
To create a shared vision for the community, the task force members shared their 
values, thoughts, and desires for the community. They expressed the need to 
focus on the quality of life while fortifying existing local businesses by supporting 
production and supply. They also shared the desire to initiate several attempts 
to retain the youth population in the county. The members also expressed great 
pride in the culture and faith base of the community and wanted to continue to 
support them. Together the task force created on the following statement as the 
community’s vision: 
 
“ Tyler County is dedicated to preserving its culture and faith, 
and maintaining the environment and natural assets, while 
fostering a high quality of life, supporting education, health, 
public safety, and economic prosperity of the current and 
future generations.” 
 

The task force discussed three 
main questions: 
Who are we?  
What do we have?  
What do we want to pass on? 
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Strength and Opportunities 
 

Based on the discussion on the assets, local priorities and the state of the community, 
the strengths and opportunities in the county were recognized (See table 1.1).  
 
Table 1.1: Strengths and Opportunities  
 

Strengths Opportunities 

● Dense, abundant forests for the 
economy and air quality 

● Oil and gas availability 
● Water abundance from rainfall 

and aquifer 
● Air quality 
● Rich soil 
● Overall good climate 
● Slow population growth preventing 

major environmental impact 
● Parks like Big Thicket Natural 

Reserve 
● Proximity to Houston and 

Beaumont 
● Access to major highways 
● Socially active community 
● Good school system 

 

● Explore potential solar industry 
● Develop parks and recreation 

areas 
● Water filtration and purification for 

the streams, rivers, and lakes 
● Plan for reforestation of area used 

by forestry industry 
● Explore flood prevention measures 
● Create Woodville as a gathering 

place and center of the 
community 

● Leverage the expansion of I-14 
● Expand higher education system – 

community college or vocational 
school 

● Expand local art/music/crafts 
leveraging the Tyler County Art 
League 

  

 
The following section explore some of these opportunities by generating ideas that may 
guide the county to the community’s envisioned future.  
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3. STRATEGIES 
 
OPPORTUNITY 1: Harness Solar Resources 

 
Solar energy provides a viable alternative to energy production. American agriculture 
has abundant renewable resources that can be used to produce electric power 
through a wide range of emerging and market-ready modern technologies. 
Increasingly, farmers and ranchers produce renewable energy along with food.  

Benefits of Solar Energy 
 
Solar power plant can be cost effective in a long run. There is a 30-50% Return on 
Investment (ROI) in 12-18 months. Moreover, there are other indirect benefits as well. 
Research show that there is $37,000 increase in property value per 10 kW system. 
Adding solar panels to existing property allows for additional streams of revenue for 
farmers, ranch owners, property owners, as well as timber companies with open plots.  
In addition, solar panels utilizes empty land as a way to maximize profits per acre in a 
clean, sustainable manner.  

Existing Condition  
 
Tyler County gets approximately 53” a year in Tyler County, higher than the US average 
of 37”.  Overall, the climate in Tyler County is pleasant with approximately 211 days out 
of the year are sunny, providing an opportunity for the county to invest in solar energy.   
According to the Census of Agriculture in 2012 Tyler County had 90,670 acres in 
farmland. Currently Tyler County Energy Provider is Entergy. The figure 2.1 shows the 
parcels in the county that are over 5 acres and have agriculture and ranch land use.  
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Figure 2 Map showing all farms, ranches, and properties over 5 acres in orange. 
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Solar Power Strategy   
 
Converting acres of available land could provide 
enough energy to power the county as well as 
additional revenue. A problem that Tyler County’s 
timber companies have is the introduction of oil 
pipelines resulting in inaccessibility and unused 
portions of land. This is a profitable and sustainable 
method to “fill in the gaps” of inaccessible land for 
timber companies.  

Programs and Incentives 
 
Tyler County can incentivize farmers, ranch owners, or other large property owners 
farmers convert acres of land to solar farms. The county can utilize grants and subsidies 
available through the state. In order to incentivize farmers, ranch owners, or other large 
property owners, Tyler County can offer their services to help interested community 
members in the process of acquiring state and federal incentives. 
 
Renewable Energy Systems Property Tax Exemption 
The Texas Tax Code Incentives for Renewable Energy provide property tax exemptions 
and business and franchise tax exemptions for solar energy. The Texas property tax 
code allows an exemption of the amount of 100% of the appraised property value 
increase arising from the installation or construction of a solar-powered energy device 
that is primarily for the production and distribution of thermal, mechanical, or electrical 
energy for on-site use and devices used to store that energy.  
 
REAP 
The Rural Energy for America Program accelerates the production of renewable energy 
and energy efficiency technologies that serve every state and all of agriculture. REAP 
provides competitive grants and loan guarantees to cover a portion of project costs. 
REAP provides guaranteed loan financing and grant funding to agricultural producers 
and rural small businesses for renewable energy systems or to make energy efficiency 
improvements. Agricultural producers with at least 50% of their gross income deriving 
from agricultural operations as well as small businesses in eligible areas may apply for a 
REAP loan and/or grant. 
 
An eligible area is defined by the REAP as any area other than a city or town that has a 

The land acreage requirement for 
solar power plant can vary 
according to technologies. 
Generally, 5 acres of solar panels 
can produce 1 megawatt of power, 
which provides enough for half of 
Chester. 
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population of greater than 50,000 inhabitants; and the urbanized area contiguous and 
adjacent to such a city or town, as defined by the U.S. Bureau of the Census using the 
latest decennial census of the United States. The usda.gov website offers a map in 
which one can search their address and roughly determine the eligibility of their 
property for a REAP financial assistance; however, recent rural development might alter 
the accuracy or completeness of any information, product, process, or determination 
provided by the online mapping system. Final determination of property eligibility must 
be made by the REAP upon receipt of a complete application. 
 
Solar Investment Tax Credit 
The Investment Tax Credit (ITC) is currently a 30% federal tax credit claimed against the 
tax liability of residential and commercial and utility investors in solar energy property. 
When a homeowner purchases a solar system outright and has it installed in his/her 
home, the homeowner is then able to apply the credit to his/her personal income 
taxes. The same benefit applies to a business that installs, develops, and/or finances a 
solar system project. 
 
The tax credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction in the income taxes that a person or 
company claiming the credit would otherwise pay to the federal government. The ITC is 
based on the amount of investment in solar property. The ITC is based on the amount of 
investment in solar property. Both the residential and commercial ITC are equal to 30% 
of the basis that is invested in eligible property which have commence construction 
through 2019. The ITC then steps down to 26% in 2020 and 22% in 2021. After 2021, the 
residential credit will drop to zero while the commercial and utility credit will drop to a 
permanent 10%. 

Case Study: CoServ Solar Station, Krugerville, Texas 
 
The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) works with co-ops it 
represents to “spearhead a national initiative to make going solar cheaper, faster, and 
easier for Americans in rural communities.” The CoServ Solar Station was launched in 2015 
to offer CoServ electric members a renewable energy option that doesn’t involve long 
term contracts or solar panels on their rooftops. The Krugerville solar station also offers 
lessons about energy in an on-site classroom. “Comprised of 8,448 of SolarWorld’s 315-watt, 
72-cell solar panels, the CoServ Solar Station is situated on a 16-acre site in Krugerville, 
Texas, that was served as a peanut farm.  
 
https://www.energy.gov/eere/success-stories/articles/eere-success-story-electric-cooperatives-
channel-solar-resources-rural 
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OPPORTUNITY 2: Develop County Community Center 
 
In the community meetings, the community member expressed the desire to promote 
high quality of life and a desire to centralize services and facility to serve the whole 
county. A countywide community facility hub could fulfill this need while also providing 
support to the existing community facilities. This section describes existing community 
facilities in the county and suggest some conceptual design ideas to develop a County 
Community Center.  

Existing Condition  
 
Tyler County is comprised of five different independent school districts (ISDs) including 
Colmesneil, Spurger, Warren, Woodville, and Chester. Each of the independent school 
districts have a football stadium and the high schools in each ISD have a baseball field, 
outdoor track, soccer field, tennis courts, and a gymnasium. There are also five public 
sports fields in Tyler County. There is one hospital in Tyler County, the Tyler County 
Hospital, located in Woodville. The hospital has 25 beds and in 2015 had 10,005 visitors 
to its emergency room. 
 
Tyler County has two fire departments with permanent stations in Woodville and Spurger 
with eight fire stations throughout the county. All fire departments in Tyler County are 
volunteer. Woodville, Ivanhoe, Colmesneil and Chester also have their own volunteer 
fire departments but no permanent stations. Woodville has its own police department 
but most the county relies on the sheriff’s office and highway patrol. The Woodville 
department has a citizens’ academy available and participates in National Night out 
against Crime. 
 
There are several community centers in Tyler County including Tyler County Donation 
Center (Warren) and Tyler County Fair Grounds (Woodville).  Tyler County has 46 
churches and four assisted living centers. Tyler County also has a local airport and is 
home to the Allan Shivers Library and Museum. The museum, located in Woodville, is 
named after Allan Shivers, former Texas Governor and President of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. The displays include the life of Governor Shivers and his family, and has 
sections for kids, research, and eBooks. The county also has the Whitmeyer Library, 
which hopes to become an archival library for Tyler County. There are some social 
services programs in Tyler County including the Southeast Texas Food Bank, which is 
affiliated with Sharing is Caring, Grace Baptist Church, Lakeside Apostolic Church, 
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Spurger Methodist Church, and Cecil Food Pantry. In Woodville, some programs include 
Sharing is Caring, Tri-County Community Action, and the American Red Cross.  

County Community Center        
 

Tyler County can incorporate and enhance community facilities by creating a central 
multiuse facility in the County. The community center can be a destination for residents 
to come together and celebrate the community. The proposed facility should be 
accessible to all citizens, providing multipurpose buildings, recreational facilities, and 
social programs in one central location.  

Design and Programming 
 
The proposed site for the County Community Center is located adjacent to Woodville in 
a 14 acres lot. The site was selected due to its accessibility to the US 190 highway and 
the proximity to the Woodville the largest city in the County.   

The proposed County Community Center is 11.28 acres in size and is designed to 
support and enhance the immediate needs of Tyler County (see Fig 3). This is done by 
incorporating numerous multi-purpose buildings to be used for anything from expos and 
events, such as the Dogwood Festival, to meetings and social programs. A large 
auditorium is also included in a major focal point of the site to be used in conjunction 
with the multi-purpose buildings for large events such as graduations, concerts and 
plays. Two basketball courts as well as two large playgrounds are included at the rear 
of the site in order increase the use of the facility by residents. Covered seating and 
eating areas are also included throughout the eastern half of the site to provide shade. 
The large open space area can be used for expansion or for further development.   

The community facility has office spaces with possible use by the EMS department. 
Further, the design also considers the importance to establish an area on the site that 
could support FEMA if a national disaster were declared, considering there are currently 
6 total areas for disaster relief. The proposed park area can serve as an additional area 
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for FEMA if a disaster is declared.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3: Proposed Design for the County Community Center 
 

Proposed Site Location 
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Figure 4: Proposed Master Plan for the County Community Center 
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Figure 5: Proposed Amenities for the County Community Center

Community Center 
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Partnerships and Shared Usage 
 
The proposed County Community Center can be used by multiple entity of the 
community. The community center can be used for special events utilizing the large 
community center for bringing the different schools in the county together for 
countywide events. The faith-based organizations and nonprofit can utilize the meeting 
space and office space to support social service needs in the county. Churches can 
host food, toy, or clothing drives, especially around the holiday season within the 
center.  As the center is located in large open space, there are also opportunities for 
conservation and wildlife education for nonprofit organizations.  Nonprofits can create 
fun and engaging activities for children to learn about the environment and 
demonstrate ways to protect it, taking advantage of the county’s abundant wildlife 
and green spaces. The community center can also support streamlined and 
connected emergency services facilities. The County can create pop-up as well as 
permanent locations for emergency facilities. The proposed park will have EMS office 
capability. Much of the rural areas of the county are underserved by the current 
emergency management system and connecting the existing sites with new locations 
will help improve the response time of EMS, fire, and police. 
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OPPORTUNITY 3: Increase Outdoor Recreational 
Facilities 
 
Green spaces and parks are beneficial to a community’s physical, mental, and 
economic growth. Enhanced recreational facilities and parks have the potential to 
increase the quality of life. They can act as catalyst for economic development and 
aid in attracting tourism to the area.  70% of Tyler County is composed of green areas 
including forests, grasslands and wetlands. The green areas and open spaces in the 
county have a potential to provide recreational opportunities while serving as flood 
protection, air and water filtration. This section describes the existing condition of parks 
and green spaces in the county and suggest strategies to harness these assets to 
increase recreational opportunities.  

Existing Parks and Outdoor Facilities 
 
The abundant green space provides clean air for the county, continually scoring better 
than both state and nation according to the Air Quality Index (AQI). 19% of Tyler 
County is wetlands, making up a majority of the remaining land. These wetlands serve 
as both a refuge for migratory birds and as a barrier to wildfire, storms, floods, and other 
hazards. 

There are many outdoor parks and facilities for community members to enjoy 
throughout Tyler County. The City of Woodville Park has a playground and pavilion, 
Woodville Hiking and Biking Trail (⅔ mile), Camp Niwana in Woodville, and Lake Tejas 
City Park in Colmesneil which features camping, kayaking, fishing, beachfront 
swimming, fishing and canoeing. There are also some other nearby parks such as Big 
Thicket National Preserve (Kountze), B.A. Steinhagen Lake/Martin Dies Jr. State Park 
(Jasper), Lake Livingston State Park (Livingston), Sam Rayburn Reservoir (Jasper), and 
Alabama-Coushatta Indian Reservation near Livingston with the Lake Tombigbee 
Campgrounds. 

Big Thicket National Preserve Trail System 
 
The Big Thicket is extremely diverse with multiple habitats scattered through twelve 
protected units in Tyler County along with Hardin, Liberty, Polk and Jasper counties. 
Within the national preserve there are approximately 40 miles of hiking trails 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodiversity
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meandering through the diverse ecosystem. In Tyler County Pitcher Plant Trail and 
Beech Woods Trail are two of the many trails in the Big Thicket National park (see Figure 
6). Pitcher Plant is a short trail, which goes through a mixed pine forest to the edge of a 
wetland savannah. After the savannah, the trail loops through a mixed hardwood-pine 
forest and connects to the Turkey Creek Trail in Hardin County. The total trail distance is 
approximately one mile round-trip. The Beech Woods Trail is also a one-mile loop, which 
goes through stands of beech and magnolias.  
 

 
Figure 6. Pitcher Plant Trail and Beech Woods Trail in Big Thicket National Preserve  
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All-terrain Vehicles Park 
 
Based on the community feedback, Tyler County gets many ATV riders, the county 
could create a designated ATV park to attract tourism and reduce incidents on the 
county roads. The ATV park could attract people from Lufkin, Jasper, and even 
Beaumont to come in to the county to use the facility.  
 
The ATV park could include1mi walking trail, 1.5mi bike path that connects the park to a 
Tyler County facility and a 2mi ATV track 

Park Location and Design 
The park needs to be located in an area away from residential area to minimize noise, 
while being accessible to the community. The abandoned golf course just outside of 
Woodville, near the Woodville Airport is suitable for the park (see Figure 7).  
 

 
Figure 7. ATV Park Location 

 
The park design will have ATV trails, shown by the red lines, motorcycle/biking trails, 
depicted by the yellow dotted line, log cabins with a communal area, shown by the 
white boxes, and a park facility (see Figure 8).  
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The facility includes large amounts of parking for people who are bringing their trailers 
with their ATVs, or RVs. The building on the upper left side is a restaurant with outdoor 
seating. Lockers, restrooms, and showers are depicted in the building on the lower left 
hand side. A playground is located inside the middle circle area, along with extra 
seating and a pond. At the bottom of this facility is an ATV/bike rental area, with access 
to the trails directly out of the door. On the right side is a community area, an open 
building to be used for parties, luncheons, or meetings. An open pavilion is located on 
the top for outdoor activities.  

Figure 8. ATV Park and Design 
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Off- Highway Vehicle Program Funds 
 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife has an Off-Highway Vehicle Program (OHV), which 
establishes public parks for ATVs. To ride in these parks, stickers are sold through the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife website for about $15. This fund is given to the county as grant 
monies to create new or improve existing OHV recreation areas in Texas. The county 
could also charging an entrance fee to re-invest in the park maintenance.   
 

 

Park by BA Steinhagen Lake 
 
The BA Steinhagen Reservoir is located near the town of Jasper, Texas in the east Texas 
Piney Woods. There are other facilities around the lake that already draws people. 
There are State Park units and Army Corps of Engineers parks located around the lake. 
Tyler County can coordinate with Army Corps of Engineers and Jasper County to 
develop the new park. The park can provide overnight camping space for tents and 
RV/campers, restrooms, playgrounds, and boating/fishing docks (see figure 10) . 
Opening the park to public and hosting events such as kids fishing day and senior 
citizens events in the park will not just bring the community together but also act as an 
anchor to bring tourists in the county (see figure 9). 

Case Study: Rocky Ridge Ranch, Decatur, Texas 
 
Off road park that offers 650 acres of wood trails, play and gravel pits, hill climbs, 
and several motocross tracks. Camping is permitted and there is plenty of room 
for large trailers. They welcome dirt bike, ATV, three wheelers, four wheelers, and 
camping. Camping is $30/person and $10/night for electrical hookups. Riding 
costs $20 per person. The park is open Friday through Sunday – weekday riding is 
permitted but visitors are asked to call at least a day prior to arrival. 
 
https://www.riderplanet-usa.com/atv/trails/info/texas_06915/ride_afe2.htm 
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Figure 9. Potential events and facilities in the park 
 
 

Kids’ Fishing Day  Senior Citizen Events  

Playground   RV Campsite  

Case Study: Sandy Creek Park, Steinhagen Lake 
 
Sandy Creek Park is a 92-acre park ideal for swimming, nature walks, birding, 
camping, and fishing. The park is operated by US Army Corps of Engineers The 
park was developed in 1951 at a cost of $8,000,000. $2,000,000 came from local 
partner, lower Neches Valley Authority. The project was funded by through 
appropriations from Congress. 

● Annual maintenance costs $135,000-$150,000 
○ Maintenance includes utilities, mowing, cleaning, water testing, 

trash pick-up, and gate attendants 
● Total annual revenue is $115,000 

 
Paid facilities in the park include non-electric and electric tent sites, screen 
shelters, group shelters and dump stations.  
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Figure 10. Proposed Park by B.A. Steinhagen Lake 
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Countywide Trail System 
 
Trail systems provide safe and convenient connectivity and accessibility for different 
modes of transportation. Connected trails not just help in travel needs but they also 
encourage active living through opportunities for running and biking. The greenery and 
the scenic landscape of Tyler is a great location for creating networks of trails winding 
throughout the community. The trail network can be designed to suit all users including 
pedestrians, cyclists, ATV users, and riders.  
 

Trail Connectivity 
 
The proposed hiking and biking trails connecting the isolated sections of the Big Thicket 
National Preserve can be expanded to the proposed camp site on B. A. Steinhagen 
Lake on the Neches River (see Figure 12). In addition, the trail network can be extended 
to the proposed ATV Park and the Dogwood Community Center (see Figure 13). The 
goal is to connect the major recreational centers through biking and pedestrian 
facilities to develop continuous recreational trail network. This network of trials will make 
different facilities in the county accessible by alternative transportation methods. 
 
 

 
Figure 11. Illustration of Multi-Use Trail 
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Figure 12. Conceptual Diagram of the Proposed Connection of the Trails 

 

 
Figure 13. Trial Connecting Dogwood Community Center to ATV Park 
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Trail Design 
 
The terrain in the Big Thicket is plain or gently rolling making it suitable for all forms of 
biking. Both existing walking trails are too narrow to support shared-use with bikes and, 
therefore, a new trail at an offset of 4-5 feet from the existing walking trail needs to be 
created for bikes. The trail must be made of a natural surface such as crushed 
aggregate, mulch, or dirt to protect the natural integrity of the reserve. 
Moreover, the Pitcher Plant and Beech Woods are 10 miles apart with no bike 
connectivity in between. A bike lane from Beech Woods Trail to County Road 1013 to 
Turkey Creek can connect it to the Pitcher Plant Trail. A continuous bike lane will not 
only provide for a recreational opportunity but also help promote ecotourism for 
cyclists.  
 

 
Figure 12. Proposed Walking and Biking Trail  

 
Signage is crucial for navigation and wayfinding. Signage placed in appropriate 
locations throughout the trail network provide safety, education and increased 
awareness of surrounding parks. Well-designed signage can enhance the experience 
of the users. The County needs to aim for a unified design standards to enhance 
community identity. Creating a recognizable image to be located around the parks 
and at important points of the trails can enhance community branding. Figure 13 shows 
example of signage in Sandy Creek Park.  
 
Benefits of signage and wayfinding: 

● Signage helps give the park identity and gives it a unique experience visitors will 
remember. 

● Signs with information on plants and animals in the area can provide 
educational opportunities. 
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● Signs can provide a hands-on learning experience for visitors and encourage 
children to learn about the environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 13. Examples of Signs in Parks and Trails  

 
Case Study: Tammany Trace Trail, St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana  
 
Tammany Trace Trail in St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana.  The Trace is a 27-mile-
long rail-to-trail conversion and is Louisiana’s first rail trail. The trail connects 
five distinct communities from east to west. The Trace connects to important 
community gathering places, which are strategically located in proximity to 
businesses and services.  
 

  
Courtesy LouisianaNorthshore.com 

http://www.tammanytrace.org/
http://www.tammanytrace.org/
http://louisiananorthshore.com/
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OPPORTUNITY 4: Expand Community Events and 
Programs 
 
Community events can help bring residents together, develop sense of community and 
draw tourists to the county. This section studies existing community events and art 
programs in the county and suggest some strategies to leverage these assets.  

Existing Community Events and Programs 
 
Tyler County puts together an annual, two-week long Dogwood Festival in Woodville to 
celebrate the abundance of dogwood trees in the area. It includes an antique car 
show, arts and crafts, a 5K run, grand parade, coronation ceremony, historical play, 
fireworks and many more community events. The first Dogwood Festival was held in 
1940 and has taken place every year since except for years during World War II.  
 
The Tyler County Art League is also located in Woodville and is an important asset of the 
community. The league hosts frequent gatherings and provides music and art lessons. 
The Art League aims to promote public interest in the arts, support artists and make the 
arts available and viable for the entire community. 
 
Another important facility is the Heritage Village and Museum, which is a village that 
tourists can walk through for a glimpse into the past. The village hosts many community 
events, festivals and camps and houses a tearoom, boutique, and the Pickett House 
Restaurant. 

Community Events 
 
Festivals and events are relatively inexpensive ways for a community to create new 
business opportunities, and establish a strong town identity. Feedback from the 
taskforce indicate desire to expand the existing community events and add new ones. 
Tyler County can organize events that can include recreation, art, or crafts, and feature 
local businesses.   
 
A market day would be a great way to allow local vendors and artists to set up for a 
day and sell their goods. Market days are usually held on the first Saturday of every 
month, or something similar. An ideal area for this event to take place would be around 
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Tyler County’s Courthouse in Woodville. Figure 14 demonstrates a set up template that 
the county can use for their market day.  

 

 
Figure 14. Market Day Set Up Example 

 
Tyler County can leverage the forest industry and organize events that would be unique 
to the region, while also appealing to the citizens of Tyler County, such as Lumberjack 
Festival and Wood Carving Festival. 
 

Case Study: Woodsmen’s Field Days, Boonville, New York 
 
The Woodsmen's Field Days, a nonprofit organization located in a small town 
called Boonville (pop. 4555), organizes annual lumberjack contests bringing in a 
large number of contestants and visitors from outside the region.  The multiple day 
event includes displays of various forestry related equipment, covering a wide 
variety of interests from the professional logger to the occasional firewood cutter. 
The festival aims to promote the forest industry while bringing in tourism to the 
area. 
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Opportunities for Artists, Craftsmen and Local Businesses 
 
These new events along with existing events such as Dogwood festival could be used as 
a platform to display the talents and skills of local artists, artisans, and local business 
owners. A business expo can provide necessary platform to show the different business 
in the county. The county can establish an art mural program to commission local 
artists. A countywide appreciation program can be organized to recognize and 
celebrate the artists, craftsmen and local businesses in the county.  

Think Local Campaign 
 
The county should focus on existing businesses and encourage consumers to shop 
local. Tyler County’s Chamber of Commerce can initiate a new, local campaign 
encouraging shoppers to buy within the county. This “Think Local” campaign can just 
remind people to be aware of local economic development. A Local Business Expo 
event could also be a part of this campaign. Figure 15 is an example logo for the 
proposed campaign. 
 
 

 
Figure 15. “Think Local” in Tyler County 

Partnerships 
 
The county can collaborate with the Tyler County Art League, other local art programs 
and the schools to organize events. The county can partner with the cities, as well as, 
the surrounding county for a unified event schedule to build on and leverage the assets 
of the region. Coordination between different events happening around the region 
can be helpful to bring more tourists by organizing complimentary events.  
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OPPORTUNITY 5: Economic Development 
 
Economic development has a huge impact on the wellbeing of the community. This 
section suggest some strategies to bring in economic development in the county 
through industrial growth.  

Existing Community Events and Programs 
 
The economy in Tyler County is mainly focused on agriculture and forestry. The county 
has a high percentage of workers employed in Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting. 
In general, the three industries with the highest percentage of the employment share in 
Tyler County are Health Care and Social Assistance (12.71%), Construction (10.59%) and 
Educational Services (10.53%). Over the 5-year period from 2009 to 2014, the fastest-
growing industries in Tyler County by increase rate in employment share are Finance and 
Insurance (69.50%), Information (58.87%) and Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 
(52.17%). The county has a 165 acres of Tyler County Industrial Park.  
 

Industries along I-14 
Interstate 14, the road that stretches from east to west in Tyler County, will be widened 
sometime in the near future. Tyler County should take advantage of this Interstate 
expansion. An interstate means wider roads and access for larger trucks. There is an 
opportunity for new industries and businesses to locate their facilities along the newly 
renovated interstate. 

Complementary Industries 
 
Existing businesses are important to Tyler County’s economic development. They 
provide current jobs to people within the county. With logging being such a pivotal 
industry in Tyler County, it is important to attract related industries to promote job growth 
and development in the community. Seeing the success of the pellet mill, similar 
industries such as cross-laminated timber are ideal. This type of industry provides a close 
outlet for the timber to be repurposed, would increase the need to reopen closed mills, 
and seeks to keep jobs located within the county. Building these industries along the 
interstate corridor would provide easy access and increased revenue flow back into 
the county.   
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County Industrial Development Board 
 
The purpose of an Industrial Development Board is to increase communication 
between private industries and local authorities to create a path to align the goals and 
objectives of the two sectors. Tyler County’s Chamber of Commerce can establish a 
County Industrial Development Board. The Industrial Development Board can promote 
possible economic development opportunity in the county. The board can establish a 
website to promote the Industrial Park as well as other available areas to attract 
industries.  
 
The Industrial Development Board of Lawrence County serves as a single-point-of-
contact for emerging or expanding businesses and industries. The Industrial Board works 
closely with state, local government agencies and financial institutions to present 
prospective clients with a complete array of resources necessary to facilitate expansion 
and relocation into any part of Lawrence County. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Case Study: Lawrence County Industrial Development Board, Alabama 
 
Lawrence County in Alabama created the Industrial Development Board to serve 
as a point-of-contact for interested businesses and industries. The board works with 
the state, cities and financial institution. It provides assistance to businesses and 
industries, by providing resources and information that can business expansion 
and relocation in Lawrence County.  
 
The Lawrence County Industrial Development Board website provides information 
on available property, tax incentives, existing industries, and other information that 
might be helpful for interested businesses and industries. 
 
https://www.lawrenceidb.com/ 
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FUNDING SOURCES 
Following are the list of funding sources that Tyler County could look at for the 
implementation of the projects outlined in the document.  
 

 
• Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) 

Transportation Discretionary Grants program 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Transportation 
o Purpose: For investments in surface transportation 

infrastructure and are to be awarded on a competitive basis 
for projects that will have a significant local or regional 
impact. BUILD funding can support roads, bridges, transit, 
rail, ports or intermodal transportation.   

o More Information: 
https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants 

 
• Business & Industry Program 

o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture  
o Purpose: Create jobs and stimulate rural economies by 

providing financial backing for rural businesses. 
o Eligibility: any area, excluding cities, with a population over 

50,000 
o Limitations: government or military employees may not own 

more than 20%, interest rate changes 
o More information: http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-

services/business-industry-loan-guarantees  
 
 

• Certified Local Government Grants (CLG) 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park 

Service 
o Purpose: Support and strengthen local preservation activities 

by encouraging communities to develop an action plan. 
CLG are mainly grants for the development of historic 
preservation programs, but they can also be used for the 
preparation of architecture drawings, façade studies, and 
condition assessments. 

o More Information: https://www.nps.gov/clg/ 
o https://www.nps.gov/preservation-grants/community-

grants.html 
 
 

• Community Development Fund  
o Grantor: Texas Department of Agriculture 

https://www.transportation.gov/BUILDgrants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-industry-loan-guarantees
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/business-industry-loan-guarantees
https://www.nps.gov/clg/
https://www.nps.gov/preservation-grants/community-grants.html
https://www.nps.gov/preservation-grants/community-grants.html
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o Purpose: Assist in the development of essential community 
facilities. Most funds are used for Public Facilities 
(water/wastewater infrastructure, street and drainage 
improvements and housing activities), there are numerous 
other activities for which these funds may be used. 

o Eligibility: Eligible applicants are non entitlement general 
purpose units of local government including cities and 
counties that are not participating or designated as eligible 
to participate in the entitlement portion of the federal 
Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG). 

o More information: 
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEcono
micDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(
CDBG)/CDBGResources/Applications/CommunityDevelopm
entFundApplicationGuide.aspx 
 

• Community Facilities Grants  
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: assist in the development of essential community 

facilities in rural areas and towns. 
o Eligibility: public entities such as municipalities, counties, and 

special-purpose districts, as well as non-profit corporations 
and tribal governments. Towns of up to 20,000 in population.  

o Limitations: Development Financing, Construction 
o More information: 

http://reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-
grant-opportunities/  
 

• Community Outdoor Outreach Program (CO-OP) grant 
o Grantor: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
o Purpose: Provides funding to local governments and non-

profit organizations for programming that introduces under-
served populations to environmental and conservation 
programs as well as TPWD mission oriented outdoor activities. 

o Eligibility: Grants are awarded to non-profit organizations, 
schools, municipalities, counties, cities, and other tax-
exempt groups. 

o Limitations: This is not a land acquisition or construction 
grant; this is only for programs. 

o More information: 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-
grants/community-outdoor-outreach-program-co-op-grants 

 

http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(CDBG)/CDBGResources/Applications/CommunityDevelopmentFundApplicationGuide.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(CDBG)/CDBGResources/Applications/CommunityDevelopmentFundApplicationGuide.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(CDBG)/CDBGResources/Applications/CommunityDevelopmentFundApplicationGuide.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(CDBG)/CDBGResources/Applications/CommunityDevelopmentFundApplicationGuide.aspx
http://reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
http://reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/community-outdoor-outreach-program-co-op-grants
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/community-outdoor-outreach-program-co-op-grants
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• Economic Impact Initiative Grants 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose:  Provides funding to assist in the development of 

essential community facilities in rural communities with 
extreme unemployment and severe economic depression. 

o Eligibility Rural areas including; cities, villages, townships, 
towns and federally-recognized Tribal Lands, with no more 
than 20,000 residents that have a “Not Employed Rate” 
greater than 19.5% 

o Limitations: Populations restrictions 
o More information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-

services/economic-impact-initiative-grants 
 
 

• Energy Efficiency and Conservation Loan Program 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: Provides loans to finance energy efficiency and 

conservation projects for commercial, industrial, and 
residential consumers. 

o Eligibility:  businesses (utility systems) that have direct or 
indirect responsibility for providing retail electric service to 
persons in a rural area.  In general, a rural area for EECLP 
purposes is a town, or unincorporated area that has a 
population not greater than 20,000 inhabitants, and any 
area within a service area of a borrower for which a 
borrower has an outstanding loan.  

o More information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-
services/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-loan-program 

 
 

• Farm to School Grant Program 
o Grantor: USDA 
o Purpose: to assist implementation of programs that improve 

access to local foods in eligible schools, particularly farm to 
school programs. 

o Eligibility: Eligible Schools; State and Local Agencies; Indian 
Tribal Organizations Agricultural Producers or Groups of 
Agricultural Producers; and Non-Profit Entities 

o Limitations: provides at least 25% of funding costs 
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o More Information: 
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/farm-school-grant-
program  
 
 

• Federal Community Development Block Grant funds 
o Grantor: Texas department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: develop viable communities by providing decent 

housing and suitable living environments, and expanding 
economic opportunities. Eliminate conditions hazardous to 
the public health and of an emergency nature. 

o Eligibility: 51 percent low- to moderate-income persons, 
which are defined as those who earn equal to or less than 
80% of the area median family income, or earn equal to or 
less than less than 80% of the statewide non-metropolitan 
median family income figure. 

o More information: 
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEcono
micDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(
CDBG)/About.aspx  

 
• Governor's Community Achievement Awards (GCAA) 

o Grantor: Texas Department of Transportation, Keep Texas 
Beautiful 

o Purpose: Awarded to organizations with grassroots 
environmental programs. Funding comes from money set 
aside by TxDOT for landscaping needs. The funds are used 
for landscaping projects along local rights-of-way.  

o Eligibility:  All Texas communities 
o More Information: https://www.ktb.org/gcaa 

 
 

• Humanities Texas Grants 
o Grantor: Humanities Texas 
o Purpose: Enable communities throughout the state to 

develop programs of local interest promoting heritage, 
culture, and education. To support a wide range of public 
programs: lectures, panel discussions, and conferences; 
teacher institutes; reading- and film-discussion groups; 
interpretive exhibits; television and radio programming; film 
production; and interactive multimedia programming. 

o Eligibility: Nonprofit organizations and state and local 
governmental entities 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/farm-school-grant-program
http://www.fns.usda.gov/farmtoschool/farm-school-grant-program
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(CDBG)/About.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(CDBG)/About.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/RuralCommunityDevelopmentBlockGrant(CDBG)/About.aspx
http://www.ktb.org/programs/awards/governors-community-achievement-awards.aspx
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o More Information: https://www.humanitiestexas.org/grants 
 

• Intermediary Relending Program 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: Finance business facilities and community 

development projects in rural areas. 
o Eligibility: Rural areas and incorporated places with 

populations of less than 25,000 
o Limitations: Interest rate 1% maximum term is 30 years, 

$250,000 maximum loan 
o More information: http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-

services/intermediary-relending-program  
 

• Local Parks Grants 
o Grantor: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
o Purpose: Assist with the acquisition and/or development of 

public recreation areas and facilities throughout the State of 
Texas.  

o Eligibility: local units of government  
o Limitations: The Program provides 50% matching grants on a 

reimbursement basis to eligible applicants. All grant assisted 
sites must be dedicated as parkland in perpetuity, properly 
maintained and open to the public. 

o More information 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-
grants/about-local-parks-grants 
 
 

• Oaks and Prairies Joint Venture with the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department  

o Grantor: Oaks and Prairies Joint Venture with the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department  

o Purpose: This organization provides assistance in obtaining 
conservation easements. 

o More information: 
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/media/
pwd_bk_w7000_1220.pdf ; http://www.nature.org/about-
us/private-lands-conservation/conservation-easements/all-
about-conservation-easements.xml  
 

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Program 
o Grantor: Department of Transportation 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/intermediary-relending-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/intermediary-relending-program
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/about-local-parks-grants
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/about-local-parks-grants
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk_w7000_1220.pdf
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/publications/pwdpubs/media/pwd_bk_w7000_1220.pdf
http://www.nature.org/about-us/private-lands-conservation/conservation-easements/all-about-conservation-easements.xml
http://www.nature.org/about-us/private-lands-conservation/conservation-easements/all-about-conservation-easements.xml
http://www.nature.org/about-us/private-lands-conservation/conservation-easements/all-about-conservation-easements.xml
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o Purpose: Conduct research and develop guidelines, tools 
and safety countermeasures to reduce pedestrian and 
bicycle fatalities. 

o Eligibility: State/MPO allocated  
o More Information: 

http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-
center/federal-grant-opportunities/  
 

• Planning and Local Technical Assistance Programs  
o Grantor: EDA  
o Purpose: Assists eligible recipients in creating regional 

economic development plans designed to build capacity 
and guide the economic prosperity and resiliency of an 
area or region. Supports Partnership Planning investments to 
facilitate the development, implementation, revision, or 
replacement of Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategies (CEDS).The Local Technical Assistance program 
strengthens the capacity to undertake and promote 
effective economic development programs through 
projects such as feasibility analyses and impact studies. 

o Eligibility: State governments, County governments, City or 
township governments, Public and State controlled 
institutions of higher education, Native American tribal 
governments (Federally recognized),Nonprofits, Private 
institutions of higher education  

o More Information: https://www.eda.gov/funding-
opportunities/index.htm 

 
 

• Public Lands Highways 
o Grantor: Department of Transportation 
o Purpose: Transportation planning, research, and engineering 

and construction of, highways, roads, parkways, and transit 
facilities that are within, adjacent to, or provide access to 
Indian reservations and Federal public lands, including 
national parks, refuges, forests, recreation areas, and 
grasslands. 

o Eligibility: State DOTs, Federal Land Management Agencies, 
State government agencies, metropolitan planning 
organizations, local governments, and tribal governments – 
must apply through DOTs 

o Limitations: Livability is a criteria that will be considered in the 
selection of projects. 

http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
https://www.eda.gov/funding-opportunities/index.htm
https://www.eda.gov/funding-opportunities/index.htm
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o More Information: 
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-
center/federal-grant-opportunities/  
 
 

• Recreational Trail Grants 
o Grantor: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
o Purpose: TPWD administers the National Recreational Trails 

Fund in Texas under the approval of the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA). This federally funded program 
receives its funding from a portion of federal gas taxes paid 
on fuel used in non-highway recreational vehicles. 

o Eligibility: Funds can be spent on both motorized and non-
motorized recreational trail projects such as the construction 
of new recreational trails, to improve existing trails, to 
develop trailheads or trailside facilities, and to acquire trail 
corridors. 

o Limitations: The grants can be up to 80% of project cost with 
a maximum of $200,000 for non-motorized trail grants and 
currently there is not a maximum amount for motorized trail 
grants (call 512-389-8224 for motorized trail grant funding 
availability).  

o More information: 
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-
grants/recreational-trails-grants  
 

• Recreational Trails Program (RTP) 
o Grantor: Department of Transportation 
o Purpose: Funding for maintenance and new construction of 

recreational trails and related facilities. 
o Eligibility: State/MPO allocated 
o More Information: 

http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-
center/federal-grant-opportunities/  
 

• Rural Business Enterprise Grant Program 
o Grantor: USDA 
o Purpose: The RBEG program provides grants for rural projects 

that finance and facilitate development of small and 
emerging rural businesses help fund distance learning 
networks, and help fund employment related adult 
education programs. 

http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/recreational-trails-grants
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/recreational-trails-grants
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
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o Eligibility: Rural public entities (towns, communities, State 
agencies, and authorities), Indian tribes and rural private 
non-profit corporations are eligible to apply for funding. 

o Limitations: Generally grants range $10,000 up to $500,000. 
o More Information: http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-

services/rural-business-development-grants  
 

• Rural Business Opportunity Grants (RBOG) 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: promotes sustainable economic development in 

rural communities with exceptional needs through provision 
of training and technical assistance 

o Eligibility: Rural public bodies, rural nonprofit corporations, 
rural Indian tribes, and cooperatives with primarily rural 
members. 

o Limitations: The maximum grant for a project serving a single 
state is $50,000. The maximum grant for a project serving two 
or more states is $150,000. 

o More Information: 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contenti
d=kyf_grants_rd2_content.html  
 

• Rural Community Development Initiative 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: To develop the capacity and ability of private, 

nonprofit community-based housing and community 
development organizations, and low income rural 
communities to improve housing, community facilities, 
community and economic development projects in rural 
areas. 

o Eligibility: Rural and rural area--Any area other than (i) a city 
or town that has a population of greater than 50,000 
inhabitants; and (ii) the urbanized area contiguous and 
adjacent to such city or town.  

o More Information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-
services/rural-community-development-initiative-grants 
 

• Rural Cooperative Development Grant Program 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture  
o Purpose: Helps improve the economic condition of rural 

areas by helping individuals and businesses start, expand or 
improve rural cooperatives and other mutually-owned 
businesses through Cooperative Development Centers. 

http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=kyf_grants_rd2_content.html
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=kyf_grants_rd2_content.html
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o Eligibility: Nonprofit corporations and institutions of higher 
education are eligible to apply for this program.  

o Limitations: Public bodies, for-profit business and individuals 
are not eligible.  

o More Information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-
services/rural-cooperative-development-grant-program 
 

• Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant (REDLG) 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: provides grant funds to local utility organizations, 

which use the funding to establish revolving loan funds. 
o Eligibility: A not-for-profit utility that is eligible to receive 

assistance from the Rural Development Electric or 
Telecommunication Program or a current Rural 
Development Electric or Telecommunication Programs 
Borrower. 

o Limitations: Eligibility restrictions apply. 
o More Information: http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-

services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program  
 
 

• Rural Economic Development Program 
o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
o Purpose: Finance economic development and job creation 

in rural areas 
o Eligibility: Any area excluding cities with populations over 

50,000 
o Limitations: up to $300,000 in grants, up to $1 million in loans, 

10 years at 0% 
o More information: http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-

services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program 
 

• Rural Energy for America Program Renewable Energy Systems & 
Energy Efficiency Improvement Guaranteed Loans & Grants 

o Grantor: U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) & Rural 
Development 

o Purpose: Provides guaranteed loan financing and grant 
funding to agricultural producers and rural small businesses 
for renewable energy systems or to make energy efficiency 
improvements. 

o Eligibility: Businesses must be in an area other than a city or 
town with a population of greater than 50,000 inhabitants 
and the urbanized area of that city or town. Check eligible 

https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-cooperative-development-grant-program
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-cooperative-development-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program
http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-economic-development-loan-grant-program
http://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=RBSmenu&NavKey=property@13
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business addresses. Agricultural producers may be in rural or 
non-rural areas. 

o Limitations: Applicants must provide at least 75% of the 
project cost if applying for a grant only. 
Applicants must provide at least 25% of the project cost if 
applying for guaranteed loan, or guaranteed loan and 
grant combination. Projects greater than $200,000 require a 
technical report. Energy efficiency projects require an 
energy audit or assessment. 

o More information: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-
services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-
systems-energy-efficiency 
 
 

• Surface Transportation Program - Transportation Enhancement 
o Grantor: Department of Transportation 
o Purpose: expand transportation choices and enhance 

transportation through 12 eligible transportation 
enhancement surface transportation activities, including 
pedestrian & bicycle infrastructure and safety programs, 
landscaping beautification, historic preservation, and 
environmental mitigation. 

o Eligibility: State/MPO allocated 
o Limitations: Apportioned to States by a formula 
o More Information: 

http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-
center/federal-grant-opportunities/  
 

• Transportation Planning Capacity Building Program (TPCB) 
o Grantor: Department of Transportation 
o Purpose: Provides training, technical assistance, and support 

to help decision makers, transportation officials, and staff 
resolve complex transportation needs in their communities. 

o Eligibility: State, metropolitan, rural and small communities, 
tribal and public lands planning opportunities are available.  

o More Information: 
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-
center/federal-grant-opportunities/  
 

• Texas Workforce Commission’s Skill Development Program  
o Grantor: Texas Workforce Commission through Texas 

Legislature 
o Purpose: provides grants to community and technical 

colleges to provide customized job training programs for 

http://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=RBSmenu&NavKey=property@13
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/federal-grant-opportunities/
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businesses who want to train new workers or upgrade the 
skills of their existing workforce. 

o Eligibility: A business, consortium of businesses, or trade union 
identifies a training need, and then partners with a public 
community or technical college. 

o Limitations: Texas Administrative Code, Title 40, Part 20, 
Chapter 803 and Texas Labor Code, Chapter 303. 

o More Information: http://www.twc.state.tx.us/partners/skills-
development-fund  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.twc.state.tx.us/partners/skills-development-fund
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/partners/skills-development-fund
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