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Research Methods in Science and Technology Journalism 
 

VIBS 658-600—Spring 2020 
Mondays 8:45-11:30 am, VIDI 208 

 
Instructor: Yasha Hartberg, PhD 
  Office:  VIDI 394, (979) 458-7816 
  yhartberg@cvm.tamu.edu 
 
Office hours: Whenever my door is open or by appointment.  To set up an 

appointment, first consult the link on the eCampus course homepage.  
If none of the times listed work, then please email me to see what other 
times I might be available. 

 
 

Syllabus & Course Policies 
 
Welcome to VIBS 658!  As the title suggests, this is a methods course.  I know that many 
of you come into this class with some research experience.  For most of you, though, that 
experience is in disciplines far afield from Science and Technology Journalism.  Some of 
the specific goals for this course, then, are to increase your ability to: 
 

 Understand research methods commonly used in journalism, communication, 
and other related fields 

 Evaluate research on science and technology journalism 
 Perform research in science and technology journalism, both in academic and 

private sector settings 
 Think critically about all research, regardless of the field 

 
No single course could hope to cover every methodology employed by researchers in 
any field, nor will we cover any single method in enough depth that you could apply it 
with confidence in your own research.  The hope, rather, is that this class will provide 
you with a conceptual toolkit, an inventory of methods to consider as you move forward 
with your work.   
 
We will spend significant time this semester delving into the primary literature in 
science and technology journalism research.  Not only will this help you see how the 
methods we discuss have been applied to answer research questions, it will also give 
you a broader perspective on what kinds of problems the field engages.  This should 
prove valuable for those of you considering the thesis option for Science and Technology 
Journalism.  For those of you thinking of the internship option, a greater understanding 
of research methods will help you to write more effectively about scientific and 
technological developments. 
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We will pursue these goals largely through readings and in class discussions.  As such, it 
is expected that you attend class each week, that you complete assigned readings before 
arriving, and that you actively participate.  Most of our readings will come from two 
required sources: 
 

 Mass Media Research:  An Introduction, 10th edition, by Roger D. Wimmer and 
Joseph R. Dominick   

 Naked Statistics:  Stripping the Dread from the Data, by Charles Wheelan 
 
Note that Mass Media Research is an insanely expensive book to purchase new, especially 
considering its flimsy binding and poor page quality.  I therefore strongly recommend 
that you find a used copy, which can usually be found readily online for far less.  You 
would probably also be fine using an older edition of the book. 
 
Grading 
 
Your grade in VIBS 658 will come from a combination of writing assignments, literature 
searches, and class participation.  Due dates for assignments will be announced in class 
and on eCampus.  The contributions of the various components to your final grade will 
be as follows: 
 

Writing assignments: 40% 
Literature searches: 35% 
Participation: 15% 

 
Attendance and Punctuality 
 
Much of the substantive content in VIBS 657 comes about through in class discussions, 
presentations, and activities.  Therefore, it’s important that you attend each class unless 
you have a university approved excuse or otherwise make arrangements with the 
instructor in advance.  It is also important that you arrive on time.  Not only is this a 
professional courtesy, course activities are often planned with a specific number of 
students in mind.  Showing up late or not at all can significantly affect the class 
dynamic.  Keep in mind that parking near VENI is extremely limited.  That will not 
change as the semester progresses so you need to plan accordingly.  Arriving late or 
having an excessive number of unexcused absences will negatively impact your 
attendance grade in VIBS 657. 
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A note about my grading philosophy 
 
You are all graduate students with proven records of excellent academic achievement.  
You wouldn’t be in your program if you weren’t.  I therefore expect “A” quality work 
from each of you and I start with the assumption that you will perform to those 
expectations.  I see no reason, then, to fret about numerical grades in graduate classes.  
Instead, each of your graded assignments will receive one of three marks: 
 

√ Your work meets my expectations for 
excellent, graduate level performance 

√+ Your work exceeds my expectations in 
some way 

√- Your work doesn’t meet my expectations 
 
Note that the most frequent reason students have received a check minus in previous 
semesters is because they neglected to address some key element asked for in the 
writing prompt, so please read prompts carefully.  Your final grade for each course 
component, then, will be determined by the balance of checks on all assignments.  If that 
balance comes out as checks or better, you’ll receive an A for the class. 
 
Schedule 
 
There is not a set schedule for VIBS 658.  I will assign readings each week that you’re 
expected to complete before coming to class.  Prompts for assignments will be given in 
class and posted to eCampus. 
 
Academic Integrity Statement 
 
As the Aggie Honor Code states, “An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those 
who do.”  It is expected that you will neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on work 
in this course.  All writing for this course must be your original work.  For Texas A&M 
Honor Council Rules and Procedures, please see http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
Texas A&M University is committed to providing equitable access to learning 
opportunities for all students. If you experience barriers to your education due to a 
disability or think you may have a disability, please contact Disability Resources in the 
Student Services Building or at (979) 845-1637 or visit http://disability.tamu.edu. 
Disabilities may include, but are not limited to attentional, learning, mental health, 
sensory, physical, or chronic health conditions. All students are encouraged to discuss 
their disability related needs with Disability Resources and their instructors as soon as 
possible. 
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with confidence in your own research.  The hope, rather, is that this class will provide 
you with a conceptual toolkit, an inventory of methods to consider as you move forward 
with your work.   
 
We will spend significant time this semester delving into the primary literature in 
science and technology journalism research.  Not only will this help you see how the 
methods we discuss have been applied to answer research questions, it will also give 
you a broader perspective on what kinds of problems the field engages.  This should 
prove valuable for those of you considering the thesis option for Science and Technology 
Journalism.  For those of you thinking of the internship option, a greater understanding 
of research methods will help you to write more effectively about scientific and 
technological developments. 
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We will pursue these goals largely through readings and in class discussions.  As such, it 
is expected that you attend class each week, that you complete assigned readings before 
arriving, and that you actively participate.  Most of our readings will come from two 
required sources: 
 

 Mass Media Research:  An Introduction, 10th edition, by Roger D. Wimmer and 
Joseph R. Dominick   

 Naked Statistics:  Stripping the Dread from the Data, by Charles Wheelan 
 
Note that Mass Media Research is an insanely expensive book to purchase new, especially 
considering its flimsy binding and poor page quality.  I therefore strongly recommend 
that you find a used copy, which can usually be found readily online for far less.  You 
would probably also be fine using an older edition of the book. 
 
Grading 
 
Your grade in VIBS 658 will come from a combination of writing assignments, literature 
searches, and class participation.  Due dates for assignments will be announced in class 
and on eCampus.  The contributions of the various components to your final grade will 
be as follows: 
 

Writing assignments: 40% 
Literature searches: 35% 
Participation: 15% 

 
Attendance and Punctuality 
 
Much of the substantive content in VIBS 657 comes about through in class discussions, 
presentations, and activities.  Therefore, it’s important that you attend each class unless 
you have a university approved excuse or otherwise make arrangements with the 
instructor in advance.  It is also important that you arrive on time.  Not only is this a 
professional courtesy, course activities are often planned with a specific number of 
students in mind.  Showing up late or not at all can significantly affect the class 
dynamic.  Keep in mind that parking near VENI is extremely limited.  That will not 
change as the semester progresses so you need to plan accordingly.  Arriving late or 
having an excessive number of unexcused absences will negatively impact your 
attendance grade in VIBS 657. 
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A note about my grading philosophy 
 
You are all graduate students with proven records of excellent academic achievement.  
You wouldn’t be in your program if you weren’t.  I therefore expect “A” quality work 
from each of you and I start with the assumption that you will perform to those 
expectations.  I see no reason, then, to fret about numerical grades in graduate classes.  
Instead, each of your graded assignments will receive one of three marks: 
 

√ Your work meets my expectations for 
excellent, graduate level performance 

√+ Your work exceeds my expectations in 
some way 

√- Your work doesn’t meet my expectations 
 
Note that the most frequent reason students have received a check minus in previous 
semesters is because they neglected to address some key element asked for in the 
writing prompt, so please read prompts carefully.  Your final grade for each course 
component, then, will be determined by the balance of checks on all assignments.  If that 
balance comes out as checks or better, you’ll receive an A for the class. 
 
Schedule 
 
There is not a set schedule for VIBS 658.  I will assign readings each week that you’re 
expected to complete before coming to class.  Prompts for assignments will be given in 
class and posted to eCampus. 
 
Academic Integrity Statement 
 
As the Aggie Honor Code states, “An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those 
who do.”  It is expected that you will neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on work 
in this course.  All writing for this course must be your original work.  For Texas A&M 
Honor Council Rules and Procedures, please see http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
Texas A&M University is committed to providing equitable access to learning 
opportunities for all students. If you experience barriers to your education due to a 
disability or think you may have a disability, please contact Disability Resources in the 
Student Services Building or at (979) 845-1637 or visit http://disability.tamu.edu. 
Disabilities may include, but are not limited to attentional, learning, mental health, 
sensory, physical, or chronic health conditions. All students are encouraged to discuss 
their disability related needs with Disability Resources and their instructors as soon as 
possible. 
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No single course could hope to cover every methodology employed by researchers in 
any field, nor will we cover any single method in enough depth that you could apply it 
with confidence in your own research.  The hope, rather, is that this class will provide 
you with a conceptual toolkit, an inventory of methods to consider as you move forward 
with your work.   
 
We will spend significant time this semester delving into the primary literature in 
science and technology journalism research.  Not only will this help you see how the 
methods we discuss have been applied to answer research questions, it will also give 
you a broader perspective on what kinds of problems the field engages.  This should 
prove valuable for those of you considering the thesis option for Science and Technology 
Journalism.  For those of you thinking of the internship option, a greater understanding 
of research methods will help you to write more effectively about scientific and 
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We will pursue these goals largely through readings and in class discussions.  As such, it 
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considering its flimsy binding and poor page quality.  I therefore strongly recommend 
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would probably also be fine using an older edition of the book. 
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be as follows: 
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Attendance and Punctuality 
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presentations, and activities.  Therefore, it’s important that you attend each class unless 
you have a university approved excuse or otherwise make arrangements with the 
instructor in advance.  It is also important that you arrive on time.  Not only is this a 
professional courtesy, course activities are often planned with a specific number of 
students in mind.  Showing up late or not at all can significantly affect the class 
dynamic.  Keep in mind that parking near VENI is extremely limited.  That will not 
change as the semester progresses so you need to plan accordingly.  Arriving late or 
having an excessive number of unexcused absences will negatively impact your 
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is expected that you attend class each week, that you complete assigned readings before 
arriving, and that you actively participate.  Most of our readings will come from two 
required sources: 
 

 Mass Media Research:  An Introduction, 10th edition, by Roger D. Wimmer and 
Joseph R. Dominick   

 Naked Statistics:  Stripping the Dread from the Data, by Charles Wheelan 
 
Note that Mass Media Research is an insanely expensive book to purchase new, especially 
considering its flimsy binding and poor page quality.  I therefore strongly recommend 
that you find a used copy, which can usually be found readily online for far less.  You 
would probably also be fine using an older edition of the book. 
 
Grading 
 
Your grade in VIBS 658 will come from a combination of writing assignments, literature 
searches, and class participation.  Due dates for assignments will be announced in class 
and on eCampus.  The contributions of the various components to your final grade will 
be as follows: 
 

Writing assignments: 40% 
Literature searches: 35% 
Participation: 15% 

 
Attendance and Punctuality 
 
Much of the substantive content in VIBS 657 comes about through in class discussions, 
presentations, and activities.  Therefore, it’s important that you attend each class unless 
you have a university approved excuse or otherwise make arrangements with the 
instructor in advance.  It is also important that you arrive on time.  Not only is this a 
professional courtesy, course activities are often planned with a specific number of 
students in mind.  Showing up late or not at all can significantly affect the class 
dynamic.  Keep in mind that parking near VENI is extremely limited.  That will not 
change as the semester progresses so you need to plan accordingly.  Arriving late or 
having an excessive number of unexcused absences will negatively impact your 
attendance grade in VIBS 657. 
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A note about my grading philosophy 
 
You are all graduate students with proven records of excellent academic achievement.  
You wouldn’t be in your program if you weren’t.  I therefore expect “A” quality work 
from each of you and I start with the assumption that you will perform to those 
expectations.  I see no reason, then, to fret about numerical grades in graduate classes.  
Instead, each of your graded assignments will receive one of three marks: 
 

√ Your work meets my expectations for 
excellent, graduate level performance 

√+ Your work exceeds my expectations in 
some way 

√- Your work doesn’t meet my expectations 
 
Note that the most frequent reason students have received a check minus in previous 
semesters is because they neglected to address some key element asked for in the 
writing prompt, so please read prompts carefully.  Your final grade for each course 
component, then, will be determined by the balance of checks on all assignments.  If that 
balance comes out as checks or better, you’ll receive an A for the class. 
 
Schedule 
 
There is not a set schedule for VIBS 658.  I will assign readings each week that you’re 
expected to complete before coming to class.  Prompts for assignments will be given in 
class and posted to eCampus. 
 
Academic Integrity Statement 
 
As the Aggie Honor Code states, “An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those 
who do.”  It is expected that you will neither give nor receive unauthorized aid on work 
in this course.  All writing for this course must be your original work.  For Texas A&M 
Honor Council Rules and Procedures, please see http://aggiehonor.tamu.edu. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
Texas A&M University is committed to providing equitable access to learning 
opportunities for all students. If you experience barriers to your education due to a 
disability or think you may have a disability, please contact Disability Resources in the 
Student Services Building or at (979) 845-1637 or visit http://disability.tamu.edu. 
Disabilities may include, but are not limited to attentional, learning, mental health, 
sensory, physical, or chronic health conditions. All students are encouraged to discuss 
their disability related needs with Disability Resources and their instructors as soon as 
possible. 


