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Augmentative and Alternative 
and Multimodal Communication 

for Individuals with Autism: A
Conversation

1

Jay Ganz, Ph.D., BCBA‐D
Preferred pronouns: they, them

Thank you

3

Q1. What are the consequences of 
failing to talk to key stakeholders 

when implementing or researching 
AAC interventions? 
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Who am I to Tell 
YOU anything?

4

IMPACT
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Communication
… a Human 

Right?

Lifelong 
Impacts of 

Communication 
Deficits…
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Why a Conversation? 

12
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…Challenges

Q2. 
Example… 

challenge or 
ethical 

dilemma
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Social Validity… Challenges
Q3. What do you think social validity means? 
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Also: Biggs et al. 
(2019); Logan et 
al. (2017); 
McNeill (in 
press); Sulek et 
al. (2019)

Q3. Think/write 
one+ example of 

a triumph you 
experienced 

related to AAC 
interventions & 

supports

Recommendations in Evaluation of Social Validity 
in AAC and ASD Practices (Schlosser, 1999; Storey & Horner, 1991)

21
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Q4. Who at the critical stakeholders with regard to 
AAC implementation? 
Q5. What are methods to collect info on the social 
validity of an AAC-based intervention?

Q6. What are 
characteristics and 

examples of 
socially valid 

learner outcomes?

Q7. What 
characteristics of 

AAC-based 
intervention materials
should be evaluated to 

determine social 
validity/fit?

24
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Q8. How do we determine whether or not 
instructional procedures are socially valid 

and what are necessary considerations  for 
socially valid instructional procedures?

Evidence-Based 
and Intensive 
Intervention

Q9. What is one concrete thing you can do to 
improve/develop ethical and collaborative 

assessment and access to AAC for individuals 
with IDD and CCN? 

27
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How is our team 
promoting 

socially valid 
research and 

practice in 
AAC?
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Comprehensive AAC meta-
analysis and systematic review, 

including highlighting social 
validity
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Coach to 
Communicate 

(C2C) 
autism.tamu.edu

Our Team (Current and Recent)

• M. Foster

• M. Fuller

• A. Haas

• E. Hong

• C. Liao

• K. Morin

• L. Pierson

• J. Pustejovsky

• M. Sallese

• S. Smith

• J. Reichle

• K. Vannest

• S. Wattanawongwan

• V. Yllades

• A. Yoro

References
• Biggs, E. E., Carter, E. W., & Gilson, C. B. (2019). A scoping review of the involvement of 

children’s communication partners in aided augmentative and alternative communication 
modeling interventions. American Journal of Speech-language Pathology, 28, 743-758. doi: 
10.1044/2018_AJSLP-18-0024

• Carr, J. E., Austin, J. L., Britton, L. N., Kellum, K. K., & Bailey, J. S. (1999). An assessment 
of social validity trends in applied behavior analysis. Behavioral Interventions, 14, 223-231. 

• Logan, K., Iacono,, T., & Trembath, D. (2017). A systematic review of research into aided 
AAC to increase social-communication functions in children with autism spectrum disorder, 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 33, 51-64, doi: 
10.1080/07434618.2016.1267795 

• McNeill, J. (in press). Social validity and teachers’ use of evidence-based practices for 
autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders. doi: 10.1007/s10803-019-04190-y

• Morin, K. L., Ganz, J. B., Gregori, E. V., Foster, M. J., Gerow, S. L., Genç-Tosun, D., & 
Hong, E. R. (2018). A systematic quality review of high-tech AAC interventions as an 
evidence-based practice, Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 34, 104-117, doi: 
10.1080/07434618.2018.1458900



10/10/2019

12

References

• Reichow, B., Doehring, P., Cicchetti, D. V., & Volkmar, F. R. (2011). Evidence-based 
practices and treatments for children with autism. New York, NY: Springer.

• Schlosser, R. (1999). Social validation of interventions in augmentative and alternative 
communication, Augmentative and Alternative Communication, 15:4, 234-247, DOI: 
10.1080/07434619912331278775

• Schreibman, L., & Stahmer, A. C. (2014). A randomized trial comparison of the effects of 
verbal and pictoral naturalistic communication strategies on spoken language for young 
children with autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 44, 1244-1251. 

• Storey, K., & Horner, R. H. (1991). An evaluative review of social validation research 
involving persons with handicaps. The Journal of Special Education, 25, 352-401. 

• Sulek, R., Trembath, D., Payner, J., & Keen, D. (2019). Empirically supported treatments 
for students with autism: General education teacher knowledge, use, and social validity 
ratings. Developmental Neurorehabilitation, 22, 380-389.

• Wolf, M. M. (1978). Social validity: The case for subjective measurement or how behavior 
analysis is finding its heart. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 11, 203-214.

Book


Learn more and preorder: 
http://bit.ly/ganz-simpson

Research-based guidance on:

• Selecting high-tech and low-tech AAC 
options that meet individual needs

• Implementing parent- and peer-mediated 
interventions

Bringing together more than 30 internationally recognized researchers from three important 
disciplines: augmentative and alternative communication (AAC), special education, and applied 
behavior analysis (ABA)

The newest volume in the 

Augmentative & Alternative 
Communication Series
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