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modern history, both for the professional and the student, as well as 
specialists with theological or intellectual history interests. This work 
is sure to have a lasting impact on scholarship in this field.

Moria Coleman. Household Inventories of Helmingham Hall, 1597–
1741. Woodbridge: Boydell Press, 2018. xxxvii + 342 pp. + 30 illus. 
$60.00. Review by Brett F. Parker, Isothermal Community 
College.

Historians have long recognized the importance of  household 
inventories in understanding consumption habits, cultural tastes, and 
social status and change in a particular period. This is especially true 
of  early-modern England, when the political and economic fortunes 
of  the aristocracy rebounded in the seventeenth century after years 
of  falling rents and entry fines. As a result, the Stuart era, as well as 
the Hanoverian, are marked by conspicuous consumption by the 
peers, whose extravagant houses and furnishings testified to their 
material well-being. Moria Coleman’s work on the four inventories of  
Helmingham Hall, compiled over five generations of  the Tollemache 
family, offers a riveting glimpse into these cultural and social changes. 
Moreover, her meticulous research explains the events that likely led 
the family to inventory their possessions and make periodic changes 
to the home.

The inventories of  Helmingham Hall in Suffolk are unique in part 
because there are four sequential records extant (1597, 1626, 1708, 
and 1741). In addition, the Suffolk house dates back more than five 
centuries and the inventories were produced by descendants of  the 
founding family (xv). This alone would make the Helmingham Hall 
inventories a historian’s treasure. But as Coleman rightly emphasizes, 
household inventories, while not as plentiful, differ significantly from 
probate inventories. The latter were required by law in order to assess 
value on a property and simply captured a fixed moment in time, 
while the former served to record the location of  items and “could 
continue in use as a working document, recording the outcome of  
periodic stock-checks and amendments until superseded by a new 
version” (xix). Coleman notes that the motives for each of  the four 
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compilers may never be known for sure, but it is likely that the fam-
ily was either preparing for a temporary absence from the home or, 
as the evidence suggests, responding to a significant family event (a 
death, birth, or debt obligation).

In this vein, the Tollemache family and the history of Helmingham 
Hall were profoundly shaped by two events that ensured the social 
and financial security of future generations—the noble marriage of 
Lionel Tollemache to Catherine Cromwell (great-granddaughter of 
Thomas Cromwell) in 1580 and his elevation to baronetcy in 1612 
(xxiii–xxv). These events transformed Helmingham Hall from a resi-
dence “dedicated to self-sufficiency” to one of comfort and luxury 
(xxv). This transformation was one of two major changes for the 
Tollemache family based on the 1626 inventory. The other was their 
move to a second home, Fakenham Magna, in Suffolk, where the 
family raised four daughters and, as Coleman notes, began to remodel 
Helmingham Hall.

The last two inventories reflect the continued wealth and status 
of succeeding generations, but they also reveal the idiosyncrasies of 
financial planning and maintaining a large estate. It is worth noting 
that the 1708 inventory records a house “a world apart from the one 
recorded in the 1626 inventory” (xxix). For example, the hall had 
now become the “Great Hall,” with over fifty pictures adorning the 
walls. The 1741 inventory was also compiled at a time when debt 
obligations were relieved and inheritances had cleared probate. It too 
reveals extensive remodeling efforts as well as a growing preoccupation 
with ornate gardens.

The inventory entries are numerous, organized by area or room, 
and often quite detailed in description. The 1626 inventory alone has 
over 1,500 items, including “one little rounde hooped boxe wthout a 
cover to send morning milk cheese to ffakenham or London” (95). As 
Coleman notes, this entry suggests that Helmingham Hall continued 
to function as a supplier of cheese while a new dairy was being readied 
at Fakenham Magna (95). Another notable entry is the first designation 
of a library in the 1741 inventory, despite the existence of a collection 
of books at the house before then (134). The entries, and the work as a 
whole, are greatly aided by the addition of a cross-referenced index and 
a substantial glossary of household goods. These inclusions build on 
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Maurice Bailey’s work and are a welcomed addition to understanding 
how one family’s domestic and social life changed over generations. 
It is through Coleman’s work that one can peek into the life of the 
Tollemaches and appreciate their tastes and interests, and ultimately 
discern their thoughts and concerns.

Peter Edwards. Horses and the Aristocratic Lifestyle in Early Modern 
England: William Cavendish First Earl of Devonshire (1551–1626), 
and His Horses. Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2018. xv + 256 pp + 
6 illus. + 21 graphs. $130.00. Review by Ellen J. Jenkins, Arkansas 
Tech University.

William Cavendish (1551–1626) was a Derbyshire landowner 
who became the first Earl of Devonshire in 1618. He was also a son of 
Bess of Hardwick (1527–1608), the four-times-married and extremely 
wealthy Countess of Shrewsbury, who was erstwhile needlework com-
panion to her fourth husband’s prisoner, Mary, Queen of Scots, who 
built Hardwick Hall, and who was an astute businesswoman in her 
own right. Through his mother’s marriages into the St. Loe and Talbot 
families and the marital unions of his siblings and himself, Cavendish 
was related to some of the most prominent landed and aristocratic 
families of the realm. In the course of his lifetime, Cavendish served 
as a magistrate, bailiff of Tutbury Castle, High Sheriff and then Lord 
Lieutenant of Derbyshire, and Member of Parliament for Liverpool 
and Newport, Cornwall. He became Baron Cavendish of Hardwick 
in 1605 and Earl of Devonshire in 1618. By the time he died at 74, 
Cavendish owned over 100,000 acres in thirteen counties, including 
London property and the Chatsworth estate.

Horses and the Aristocratic Lifestyle in Early Modern England com-
prises two books in one—nearly seventy percent of the volume is about 
Cavendish’s holdings and methods of estate management, while only 
three of the ten chapters in the book, plus the conclusion, actually 
focus upon breeding, buying, or caring for horses. In the preface to 
this book, Peter Edwards explains his use of the odd-fitting title by 
explaining that horses were central to nearly all activities of aristocrats 
like William Cavendish and his contemporaries. Still, Edwards’s argu-


