






Chinch bug domoge in o St. Augustine !own. Chinch bugs from immature 
stages to adult. (Right to Left) 

tal conditions. For example, pro­
longed summer drouths favor leaf­
spot diseases, chinch bugs and white 
grub, while cool and wet conditions 
in early fall favor occurrences of 
brownpatch and armyworms. 

When preventive measures do not 
check the development of pests, a 
control pesticide is recommended. 

Insects Pose Problems 

Insecticides should be used when 
insect populations reach levels that 
damage the turf. Since most insects 
have a weak link during their life 
cycle, timing of application of the 
insecticide is as important as the 
choice of chemical. Effective con-

trol also is dependent upon insuring 
contact between the insect and the 
insecticide. Thus, soil-inhabiting 
insects such as white grub require 
drenching the insecticide into the 
soil; foliage-feeding insects such as 
sod .. webworms and armyworms re­
quire foliar applications with no ir­
rigation for at least 24 hours. 
Chinch bugs are intermediate in 
that they inhabit the thatch layer. 
Effective control of chinch bugs re­
quires drenching of the turf before 
applying the insecticide, followed by 
a light irrigation to wash the in­
secticide into the thatch layer. 

No single insecticide controls all 
insect pests found in turf. Identify 
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White Grub Damage. White grub found 
feed ing two inches below a St. Augustine 
grass turf. 

the specific insect before attempting 
control. Learn to recognize early 
signs of injury from insects to avoid 
excessive turf damage. 

When using insecticides, keep in 
mind: 

Most insecticides are toxic to 
pests as well as beneficial in­
sects. 

Residue hazards may result from 
drift or run-off to adjoining 
areas. 

Overdosages and frequent use of 
insecticides may result in pest 
resistance. 

Use only approved and recom­
mended insecticides. 

Read and follow label instruc­
tions carefully. 
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