
L-1537 (PV)

Making and Keeping Friends

LESSON 5 - FRIENDS WORK TOGETHER

Ilene C. Miller and Elaine A. Ward*

Working Together Works
When friends work together they learn

new skills and ideas. Working together
often builds friendships. You learn more
about people and the rewards of friendship
when you work together. The experience of
working together also helps boys and girls
learn:

• To cooperate
• To compromise

• To share
• To be responsible

*Extension family life education specialist, The Texas A&M Uni
versity System. and Extension program specialist - home
economics, Prairie View A&M University.

Cooperation is necessary to get many
jobs done. Some jobs are too hard to do
alone, so you learn to appreciate a friend's
help. Working together on a special project
is called cooperation.

Many times you and your friends must
cooperate and work together. For instance,
a baseball team can only be as good as all
of its players. Everyone must work together
and play their own positions. If every player
does his best, the team has a better
chance of winning. A team member must
be concerned about team work. A team
does best when members learn to play well
together.
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There is often cooperation in your own
family, too. Your mother may ask for help in
cleaning up the house before company
comes. Everyone is needed to get the
floors swept and mopped,. the dishes
washed, the beds made and the trash
emptied before guests arrive.

There are many activities that need
group cooperation to be successful. What
could you do in each of the activities below
to be a cooperative group member? Share
your ideas with the group.

• Playing in a band

• Running a relay race
• Cleaning up after a meeting

• Singing in a choir

Learn to Compromise
It is important to realize that relation

ships with friends cannot always be pleas
ant. Once in a while you will disagree and
see things differently. To get along with
others you must learn how to compromise.
The word compromise means reaching a
mutual agreement. It may take time and
patience to reach an agreement that
everyone can accept and live by. The art of
compromise means everyone must be wil
ling to give in some or go along with others'
ideas.

You will not always have the same feel
ings about working with all of your friends.
If things go well you may be excited. When
you complete a job, it can make you feel
proud. If things do not work out as planned,
you may get angry. There are other times
when you may become discouraged if the
job is too hard. You may need to ask for
help if th.e job is too hard.

Learn to Share
Friendship is a give and take situation.

A friend must learn to share and cooperate
with others. You will not always get your
way or have what you want when you want
it. Sometimes you will have to compromise
or give in to your friends' ideas.

As a young child, you first learned to
share at home. You shared your parents'
love and attention with brothers and sis
ters. As a family member, you also had to
learn to share toys, food, clothes and even
use of the bathroom.

At school you have other lessons on
how to share. Remember how you share
school supplies and play equipment with
your classmates? Teachers help you learn
to share by waiting your turn in the lunch
line or at the water fountain.

Sometimes it is not easy to share and
wait while others take their turns. It can be
disappointing when you do not get your
way. Try to be understanding of others'
feelings in sharing situations·. Making
friends and getting along with others takes
time, practice and patience.

Read the following' story abouf two
friends. Think about how each friend felt.
What would you do if this happened to your
friend? What would you want your friend to
do if this happened to you?

Robbie and Tracy are best friends. They
share everything - a locker at school, the
same home room teacher and a love for
volleyball. They spend almost every free af
ternoon together - talking, listening to music
or playing games.

Saturday would be a big day for all the kids
in their town. The carnival was coming to town



and Robbie and Tracy were looking forward to
going to the carnival. To make spending
money, they collected and sold bottles and
did odd jobs for the neighbors.

Robbie and Tracy had planned to spend
their hard-earned money on rides, games and
food at the carn ivai. Excited I the two left for the
carnival Saturday afternoon. They talked
about all the fun they would have and what
they would do at the carnival.

Just as they reached the gate, Robbie let
out a yell. "Oh! Tracy! My money! It's gone!
What am I going to do?" Robbie asked with
tears in her eyes. She felt in her pocket and
found a small hole down in the bottom. Her
money must have fallen out as they walked to
the carnival.

How We Work Together
People learn by doing things them

selves. Asking questions and watching
other people also helps you learn. Working
together is easier if you and your group
follow these five easy steps:

1. Talk about what needs to be done.

2. Plan how to do the job. You must
agree on what is to be done and how
the job will be carried out.

3. Decide which jobs each group
member will be responsible for do
ing. Additional help may be needed
for some difficult jobs. Ask for
others' cooperation if you cannot do
the job alone.

4. List all of the equipment and
supplies needed for the job. Collect
all of these materials before begin
ning.

5. Get busy and do the best you can.

Remember, a willingness to cooperate
can often help you get many jobs done
faster and with more satisfaction. To do
your "BEST," you must:

B - BE willing to do the job.

E - Put all of your EFFORT into your
work.

S - SHARE the responsibilities and
work load.

T - Make your TIME count.

Things To Do
There are jobs in your community

which need your "best" efforts. Think
about each job listed below and help your
group select one. You may also choose
other jobs if you wish. Decide how you will
do the job and what each group member
will do. Collect needed equipment. Finally,
give your "BEST" effort.

• Clean up a neighborhood park, play
grou nd or vacant lot.

• Collect cans, glass or paper for a
recycling project.

• Take care of a neighbor's yard.

• Check playground equipment to
make sure it is safe and in good
condition for children to use.

• Beautify your community C.~nter.



OUR WORK PLANS

We plan to: _

I am responsible for: _

Equipment I need: _

This is how we cooperated to get the job done: _
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