
A Case Study in Collaboration



AKA
“Who let all the cattle into the cornfield?”



Summit in Texas
Realization we all face the same problems
Work for the individual can be overwhelming
Collaboration is the key to solution
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Historical Value 
of the 

Material



What is Being Saved at 
Your Institution?



 Vicki Croft
◦ BS, MSLS, AHIP
◦ Washington State University



Grey Literature: 
“that which is produced on all levels of 
government, academics, business, and industry 
in print and electronic formats, but which is not 
controlled by commercial publishers.” 

Other Attributes –
 May lack adequate bibliographic identification
 Often limited distribution and difficult to obtain
 Value may be transitory (or permanent)
 Quality may vary
 Importance may vary



 How much is there?
 Why is it important?
 Who produces it?



 Limited print runs
 Copies only distributed to 

members/attendees
 Not advertised or publicized to the veterinary 

medical library community, except by chance 
or word of mouth from faculty and students



Commercial/conventional database coverage may 
not be complete and/or current.
Information services, such as VIN and IVIS, are 

password-restricted
Internet limitations

Approaches
Use indexing services
Seek out special websites
EVD Project http://www.euroscience.nl/evd.html
Veterinary Conference Proceedings 

http://www.medvet.umontreal.ca/biblio/rech.html
Google and Google Scholar

http://www.euroscience.nl/evd.html
http://www.medvet.umontreal.ca/biblio/rech.html


Holdings not in OCLC or other union catalogs
Not found on the Web, web site not 

maintained, or bad link
 In Internet, but password protected and/or 

not free

Approaches:
 Traditional document delivery
 Free full text on WWW (open access)
 Listservs such as VETLIB-L, Zoo and 

Aquarium listservs



 Recommendation from our 1997 paper 
included cooperation (global), sharing 
information with colleagues, and using 
technology for management.

 Texas Summit brought us together to 
discuss, plan, and then act.



Examples of Individual Problem 
Situations—gray, white, elusive

Gayle K. Willard, MLS, AHIP
Professor/Director

Veterinary Medical Library
Kansas State University

Manhattan, KS 66506-5614
785 532-6006

gwillard@vet.ksu.edu

mailto:gwillard@vet.ksu.edu


GRAY GREYor



Google: define grey literature

Web definitions for GREY LITERATURE
Material which might not be formally 
published, such as institutional reports. It 
can be difficult to trace, but the MOPS Unit 
can help.
www.lib.gla.ac.uk/welcome/jargon.shtml -

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:GREY+LITERATURE&sa=X&oi=glossary_definition&ct=title


Google: define gray literature

Web definitions for Gray literature
research reports that are not found in 
traditional peer-reviewed publications, for 
example: government agency 
monographs, symposium proceedings ...
www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/hta101/ta101014.
html -

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:Gray+literature&sa=X&oi=glossary_definition&ct=title


Google: define elusive literature

elusive - definition of elusive by the 
Free Online Dictionary ...
Difficult to define or describe: "Failures 
are more finely etched in our minds than 
triumphs, and success is an elusive, if not 
mythic, ...
www.thefreedictionary.com/elusive - 31k -

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/elusive


Email from Heather M. 02-07-08

Gayle, 
Do you know anything about the new 
camelid books from K-State? I’ve had two 
requests to purchase each. The best 
information that I have is below.



Email (continued)

My acquisitions people get weird when I 
request items that require original 
cataloging so I try to do as much 
homework as I can first. I figure if you’re 
getting it and cataloging it I’ll just wait 
until you do to order it. Yes, some days 
I’m evil.



Who wants to go first?

Let’s 
wait until 
Trenton
does it!

Not me, 
let’s 
wait.

They 
should.

Not me, 
please!

They 
will.



Camelid Care and Neonatal Clinic book 
now available!

•
This book contains the presentation 
material from the Neonatal Clinic and 
Camelid Care Conferences at Kansas 
State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine.





Email (continued)

I also figure you telling the other vet 
librarians about it makes sense 
because it is from your place.
Thanks!
Heather



•COOPERATION!



White paper

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
A white paper is a report or guide that 
often addresses problems and how to 
solve them. White papers are used to 
educate readers and help people make 
decisions. They are used in politics and in 
businesses.





FEW   MORE   PROBLEMS



















1 2 3

Where’s 4?
Where’s 5?

6 4 5



• Volume 19, #4 March 4, 2005
• Volume 19, #5 March 7, 2005

Experimental Biology 2005
April 2-6, 2005 and

35th International Congress of Physiological Sciences
March 31-April 5, 2005

• Over 1,000 abstracts and they are NOT in PubMed
Author index only is second volume.



A Supplement to Compendium on Continuing Education for the Practicing Veterinarian





•COOPERATION!



Diane Fagen
American Veterinary Medical Association Library



Association produced materials

 State and local veterinary group 
newsletters/conference materials

 Artifacts related to AVMA



Grey Documents in Association 
Materials
 Government documents, including -

 Materials used to support AVMA policies

 Panel reports

 Examples of difficulties in locating



Archivist/Librarian Perspective

Gretchen Stephens
Purdue University



Archivist/Librarian Perspective
Archival materials can frequently be elusive grey 
literature: 
• yellowed news clippings
• unidentified photographs, 
• old student yearbooks, etc.

However, these resources can be gold when 
working on a local or regional veterinary history or
seeking biographical information on an early 
woman veterinarian.



Archivist/Librarian Perspective
I encourage each of you to be proactive in collecting local 

or regional material of potential historical interest, 
including:
– brochures, award ceremony booklets, etc.
– annual reports, newsletters, newspaper clippings, etc.
– lists of faculty, pictures of retired faculty, etc.

A future historian, librarian, or faculty member will bless 
you for having the foresight to collect such material, 
especially when faced with preparing a history of the 
school or a state association some 50 or 100 years after 
its founding.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Or perhaps you will be that future librarian trying to dig out whatever bits and pieces were saved (or not) to create or flesh out a school timeline or a fifty-year list of faculty! Or perhaps you will be that future librarian trying to find whatever bits and pieces were saved (or not) to create or flesh out a school timeline or a fifty-year list of faculty! 



Archivist/Librarian Perspective
Equally important are situations such as being faced with a 

faculty member requesting purchase of an out-of-print
conference proceedings for reserve use. 
How can you provide this needed grey literature?
– Is it held anywhere in the US? 

(Yes, 3 owning libraries listed in OCLC; but can’t borrow it for 
entire semester.)

– Can you find the publisher and/or editor to obtain  
permission to photocopy & bind the copy?  

(Publisher wants permission from editor before allowing copying; 
editor had moved from England to Australia).   



Archivist/Librarian Perspective
How can you provide this needed grey literature?

(continued)

– Can you find the editor?
• Searched indexes, association directories, and even early Google.  
• Since editor was a vet, contacted local faculty from Australia. 
• One of them contacted his father In Australia who tracked down the editor’s email 

address.

– Written permission was obtained. Proceedings borrowed via 
ILL, copied and then bound with permission letters.

The first proceedings on equine exercise physiology is 
available to students on reserve (three months late).

• Would this situation, which occurred twenty years ago, have 
been easier to resolve today?

Perhaps, given expanded access to the Internet and the Australian vet librarians now linked to our 
group listserv. 

• Do all requests require this level of effort?
No, but who knows when something similar will occur!



Archivist/Librarian Perspective

Librarians serving various specialties, such as 
veterinary medicine, can help to reduce the 
elusive nature of grey literature within that field.

Identify it, acquire it, preserve it, 
and catalog it!



Collaboration
Heather K. Moberly

Oklahoma State University



 Some Past Attempts at Collaboration
 Future Concepts
 Values of Cooperation



V-AGS Outcomes

Esther Carrigan, MLS, AHIP
Professor/Director

Medical Sciences Library
Texas A&M University

College Station, TX 77843-4462
979.845.7540

ecarriga@medlib.tamu.edu

mailto:ecarriga@medlib.tamu.edu


Immediate Outcomes
Steering Group Identity and Purpose
Mission:

To provide a framework to enhance 
access to primary veterinary literature

Goals:
– Identify source materials and locations
– Improve discovery tools
– Preserve veterinary literature



Immediate Outcomes
Core Values:

– Collaboration
– Cooperation
– Sustainable
– Scalable

Action Plan Timeline
Survey to Libraries of AVMA Accredited 

Schools  



Future Outcomes
External Funding = Validation
Communicate
Make Disciples

– VMLS/MLA
– International

Build New Collaborations and Cultivate 
New Partners



Future Outcomes

Digitization and Meta-data for All
– Web Registry

Preservation Plans for All
Educational Materials for New Librarians 

and Deans



Our Brave New World
Grey literature and archives cataloged 

and available to all
Union list / web registry /clearinghouse 
System that ensures access and 

availability beyond individual personal 
commitments and knowledge

Steering group to manage assignments 
and ensure continuing commitments



Our Brave New World
Formalized commitments/agreements
Partners include key national and 

international veterinary and librarian 
organizations

Identify, retrieve and preserve isolated 
content within non-veterinary libraries 

Software interface simple to encourage 
continuing additions

Links to full text for all



Keep Veterinary Grey 
Literature from becoming 

fugitive!



Access and 
Preservation 



Questions?
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