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Luis de Haro’s efforts to create a sense of shared influence among 
the Spanish elite quickly fell apart after his death, and without a va-
lido figure around which to organize the court, Spain’s government 
became chaotic with various grandees acting unilaterally and in their 
own interests. Malcolm also points out that after Philip IV died in 
1665, the Council of Castile explicitly rejected the office of valido 
and stated emphatically that the monarch should not elevate a single 
individual to manage all government functions. Yet while the great 
valido office of Lerma, Olivares, and Haro disappeared in name after 
1665, Malcolm reminds us that Haro’s careful alliances insured that 
his descendants formed the subsequent Spanish monarchs’ inner circles 
for generations to come.

Malcolm’s study of court politics in the second half of Philip IV’s 
reign represents a substantial contribution to an overlooked period in 
early modern Spanish history. The author draws from the established 
works of J. H. Elliott and others, yet he also pulls from a substantial 
body of new archival research and primary documents, offering details 
which illuminate the inner workings of Haro’s circle. Malcolm’s mono-
graph will undoubtedly become an instrumental source for anyone 
studying Philip IV and early modern Spanish politics.

Alain Dufour et al, Correspondance de Théodore de Bèze. T. XLIII 
(1603-1605). Genève: Droz, 2017. xxvii + 185 pp. 105 €. Review by 
Jill Fehleison, Quinnipiac University. 

This volume serves as the final collection of the correspondence of 
Theodore Beza, the Reformed theologian and John Calvin’s successor 
in Geneva. The 43 volumes of the series were published between 1960 
and 2017 and covered Beza’s massive correspondence from 1539 until 
1605. Volume 43 addresses the final three years of Beza’s life before his 
death on October 13, 1605. This volume also serves as the final project 
of Alain Dufour, the archivist and paleographer who served on the 
project since the beginning and served as its director from1968–1995 
and who sadly passed away shortly before its publication. Dufour 
spent more than a half-century editing the correspondence of Beza. 
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The layout of this final volume is consistent with previous books 
in the series, including an introduction that summarizes the major 
topics addressed in the correspondence, brief biographies of significant 
individuals, and an abbreviation list for frequently used bibliographi-
cal references. The numbering of the letters is continuous from the 
beginning of the series. Each piece of correspondence has a heading 
that includes who the letter is to and from, the date it was written 
(both for the Julian and Gregorian calendars since Geneva stayed 
on the Julian calendar until 1701), where it was written, where the 
original is archived, and a brief abstract in French. 

Beza maintained a prolific correspondence for much of his life, 
but not surprisingly, his letter production declined in the last years of 
his life. This volume contains 37 letters written either by or to Beza. 
Friends and colleagues continued to write Beza with greetings and 
requests. Letters from 1603 processed the surprise late night attack by 
the forces of the Duke of Savoy, Charles-Emmanuel I in December 
1602. In this infamous attack, known as L’Escalade, the citizenry of 
Geneva successfully repelled the attack of the Duke’s forces, a feat 
commemorated to this day in Geneva. The volume includes letters 
from prominent French Huguenots Philippe Duplessis-Mornay (no. 
2763) and his wife Charlotte Arbaleste (no. 2757) to Beza, informing 
him that their son was being sent to Geneva to help with military 
matters in the aftermath of the attack by the Duke’s forces. 

The Company of Pastors corresponded widely in 1603 with other 
Protestant churches and nations in the aftermath of the L’Escalade. 
While Beza was no longer the vigorous and active figure in interna-
tional Protestantism he had once been, he was the grand old man of 
the Reformed tradition, and as a result, his signature on letters still 
held great value especially on important correspondence. His name 
appears on official letters in the name of the Company of Pastors to 
Queen Elizabeth I of England in January 1603 and, after her death, 
to King James I in the summer of 1605. As the editors note, Beza 
probably did not actually compose all of these letters, especially those 
signed on behalf of the Company, but he was still active in the affairs 
of the pastors and the city. 

A significant number of the letters were to and about Beza’s ex-
tended family. There is back and forth with relatives on family matters 
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pertaining to properties in Vézelay, France. Several letters were from 
Beza’s nephew Jean Beza, who had spent a good portion of his youth 
in the household of Beza, and the reformer continued to be involved 
in his life. Beza did not have children of his own, but he helped raise 
and support extended family, particularly the children of his younger 
siblings. The letters pertaining to the Beza family illustrate the con-
tinued relationships between Protestants who had sought refuge in 
Geneva and their families who remained in France.

This final volume also includes a funeral oration by Gaspard 
Laurent, Professor of Greek in Geneva, delivered just days after Beza’s 
death. The laudatory piece highlights Beza’s role in critical moments 
of the French Reformed movement including the establishment of the 
Academy of Geneva in 1559, the Colloquy of Poissy in 1561, and the 
Synod in Nîmes in 1572. There is also selected poetry written across 
Europe in memory of Beza. The pieces are appropriate for the final 
volume of a series that provided so much primary source material on 
the life and influence of Beza. While less dense than earlier volumes, the 
correspondence from the final years of his life help place Beza among 
the other Protestant reformers who had passed before him. Beza was 
not John Calvin, but he was critical to the spread and influence of 
the Reformed tradition beyond Geneva. 

This series has proven invaluable to scholars researching Geneva, 
the Reformed faith, and the later Reformation. The meticulous foot-
notes included with each letter place Beza’s correspondence within the 
wider context of Reformed scholarship. There are still vast amounts of 
material to mine from Beza’s life and work, and he has yet to receive the 
attention from scholars that other Reformation figures have received. 
This volume completes a project that has made the work of one of 
the most important men to International Protestantism widely acces-
sible. Hopefully there are scholars out there that will put this valuable 
collection to use and provide a fuller interpretation of Theodore Beza 
and his contribution to the early modern world. 


