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Scantrons
According to Peterson, one of the 

fi rst optical mark readers (the 

machine that checks multiple choice 

answer forms) cost $200,000 when 

it was built by E.F. Lindquist in 1955 

(as cited in Krus & Kodimer, 1987).  

More recently built optical mark 

readers, including the Scantron 

machines used by A&M, cost $2,000 

to $5,000 (Krus & Kodimer, 1987), 

allowing them to be more widely 

used.  Scantron machines require 

special forms and number 2 pencils.

Scantron forms can be purchased 

at the West Campus Exchange or at 

the Ag Café while they’re open.  So 

plan ahead to make sure you have 

a scantron before your exam and 

remember to bring your pencil!

Krus, D., & Kodimer, D. (1987). 

Interfacing optical document scanners: 

Principles and practical considerations. 

Educational and Psychological Measurement, 
47(1), 147-154. Retrieved from 

Education: A SAGE Full-Text Collection.

APA Guide Revised
Did you know that there is an 

APA Citation Guide designed just 

for the users of the West Campus 

Library?  Found on the WCL 

home page under Resources/

Citation Guides, the WCL Citation 

Guide includes examples of how 

to cite almost anything you fi nd 

in any database to which the WCL 

subscribes.  The Sixth Edition of the 

Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association (located 

in the Barclay Center) was recently 

released and the WCL Guide has 

been updated accordingly.  Feel free 

to visit the reference desk with any 

questions related to citing sources.

Welcome Back Aggies!
And to those of you who are new 

to Texas A&M, HOWDY!  You are 

reading the West Side Informer, a 

monthly newsletter with content 

ranging from information on 

library resources and services to fun 

facts about companies, industries, 

technology, holidays, and more!

The WCL provides access to databases 

and print resources for information 

on company and industry data, 

accounting standards, demographics, 

and much more!  There are 15 study 

rooms which can now be reserved 

using an online reservation form.  

At the Access Services Desk, you can 

check out a laptop, digital camera, 

fl ip video camera, calculator, 

or an item on course reserve.  

The Library houses hundreds  of 

OAL (Open Access Lab) computers 

as well as a Writing Center to 

help you when writing a paper. 

If you need research assistance or 

information about the library, you 

can always ask one of our librarians, 

staff or student workers.  You can 

also reach us by phone, email, or 

chat.  Library news is also available 

on Facebook (WCL) and Twitter 

(WCL_TAMU) so feel free to follow 

us.  We look forward to helping you!


