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Decorative landscape accent - hanging baskets
for charm and color in the outdoor living area.

Hanging baskets can add a ne\v
dimension of beauty and charm to
the home landscape. This unusual
display of plants helps to create a
delightful atmosphere even in hard­
to-use shaded areas and in the ver­
tical spaces of interior courts, en­
trance areas, overhanging eaves and
carports. Plants in hanging baskets
can also add lively touches to out­
door living areas and beneath trees.
They are quite useful to the gar­
dener with limited or otherwise
useless planting areas. Apartment
dwellers with a balcony for a back­
yard will delight in gardening with
baskets. These space savers are also
ideal for mobile home units and
small urban homegrounds.

Find the Right Location

The creative gardener has a chance
to discover unusual plants and in­
teresting methods to display them.
Because baskets put foliage and
flowers at or above eye level, they
are most effective as accents for
outdoor living areas or garden focal
points. But basket boldness in the
landscape calls for restraint and
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simplicity. Too many baskets can
spoil the effect of accent. One must
consider the surrounding landscape.
Similar to accent mirrors indoors,
the hanging basket must have good
background outdoors-a key loca­
tion with simplicity of surrounding
-and be placed at proper eye level
for a full visual impact. The basket
must be worthy of accent placement
to reflect the aesthetic effect in­
tended.

Select Attractive Containers

Many types of containers may be
used for suspended baskets. Selection
is limited only by the grower's imagi­
nation. Those made from galvanized
wire or of plastic are among the
more popular types. Both are usually
light and sturdy, making them easy
to hang and weather resistant. Pot­
tery types are heavier and, if porous,
tend to dry out quickly. Wire-type
containers may last longer than
plastic, since plastic sometimes tears
or splits with weather. Plastic hold­
ers, however, do not dry out as
quickly as the open-wire models and
offer a wide choice of color. Some
plastic containers have drain trays
attached to the bottom of the con­
tainer to catch drip or excessive
drainage.

This small extra is advantageous
near walkways, balconies, windows
and glass doors, where excessive
splash or drip would be undesirable.
However, since these cannot possibly
catch all the moisture from watering,
they seNe only to an advantage in
collecting the secondary drip after
an adequate watering. Inner liners
are also available for open-wire
baskets to help catch excessive drain­
age.

Since the plants should be the
key accents, the grower should avoid
overly ornate baskets or containers.
The gardener must also be careful

Plastic hanging baskets - durable
and colorful.
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Pottery and wooden hanging baskets
- use decorative containers imagin­
atively.

to suspend the basket so that it
functions at the proper eye level
to complement out-of-door condi­
tions and surroundings. Where long
chains are necessary to suspend bas­
kets, they should be strong but small
enough not to dominate the plants.

The container chosen will also
detennine the type of plant to be
grown in it. Color coordination be­
tween container and plant is im­
portant. For example, colors of many
Rex begonias blend beautifully with
pottery or wood tones. The white
and green foliage of spider plant or
other variegated varieties can be
highlighted in a white or pale green
plastic basket.

Some plants will demand a defi­
nite type of basket. For example,
many fleshy-stemmed begonias which
are often damaged by excessive wa­
tering tend to do best in pottery
which dries out more quickly. On
the other hand, the thirstier plants

such as Wandering Jew, ferns and
English ivy like plastic containers
which prevent the soil from drying
so rapidly. The gardener's methods
and timing on watering will help to
detennine the proper basket choice.
If one takes care in watering rou­
tinely, pottery or wire which dries
rapidly would be safe to use. But
for the casual gardener, plastic or
non-porous containers are helpful.

Containers for hanging plants
come in all sizes and colors. Some of
the more common ones are of
wood, ceramic, terra cotta or as­
bestos; Novelty containers continue
to be popular, with egg baskets and
army helmets often being used for
a favorite fern or ivy. In adapting
items as containers, the gardener
should remember that an open
drainage is essential for all contain­
ers.

Construct Baskets Properly

The best time to plant hanging
baskets is in the early spring after
the danger of cold is past and when
plants are readily available. A spring
planting allows for a long growing
season and gives the gardener
enough time to enjoy a seasonal
planting. Since' hanging basket plants
must be protected from chilling
cold, they are not practical as ac­
cents for a winter landscape.

For a wire or other- open type of
container, the gardener should use
a liner material to keep the soil
from spilling from the container.
Usually a 2-inch layer of moistened

spagnum moss is pressed firmly
against the bottom and sides of the
container to make a nest for the
heart of soil. To make dry spagnum
moss easier to handle, the gardener
can put it first in a tub of water
and then squeeze the moss free of
excessive moisture before lining the
basket. Basket liners are also avail­
able for open baskets, and plastic
film is sometimes used. When these
rnaterials are used to line the basket,
the grower must punch holes in the
bottom to insure drainage. (See Step
A.)

The grower should use good pot­
ting soil to fill the heart of the
basket. A good soil for most plants
is composed of one part sharp build­
er's sand, two parts loamy soil and
one part leafmold or peat moss. The
gardener may wish to use his own
soil mixture or organic material or
purchase one of the many already
prepared potting soils. (See Step B.)

The soil should be recessed ap­
proximately' 2 inches below the top
edge of the container to allow for
watering. This 2-inch area will allow
room for water to stand as it slowly
moves into the soil for thorough
watering. The grower should firm
the selected plants into the soil at
their normal growing depth­
neither too deep nor too shallow­
and then thoroughly water the
planted basket. (See Step C.)

Use Interesting Plants

Plants with a hanging or trailing
form are usually effective for basket

Hanging the completed basket
'(Step D).



planting. However, almost any
plant that strikes a gardener's fancy
may be grown in hanging containers.
Plants tend to do exciting things
when they are suspended in the
air at or above nonnal eye level.
Fully developed hanging plants will
usually camouflage or hide the con­
tainer, allowing the plant, rather
than the container, to be the out­
standing garden feature. For this
reason, one should make the con­
tainer selection with the fully de­
veloped plant in mind. (See Step
D.)

Hanging baskets, if exposed to dry
winds and air, dry out rapidly. They
are, therefore, used best in protected,
shady areas and call for shade-loving
plants. Hanging baskets also must
be protected from hot summer sun.
The amount of care one can offer
the baskets should generally in­
fluence the selection of plants used.
Even though hanging baskets tend
to require a lot of maintenance, the
proper selection of low-maintenance
plants can certainly reduce the
amount of care necessary.

Seasonal baskets come alive with
colorful annuals such as the popular
cascade petunias, vinca or peri­
winkle, portulaca, impatiens, thun­
bergia or johnnie jump-ups. These
annuals tend to take more care (wa­
tering, feeding and pinching back)
than more permanent plants, yet are
more economical to buy, are faster

growing for quick effects and pro­
vide a rich color accent. Most an­
nuals will need a filtered sun for
good bloom.

Some handy ornamental plants
commonly planted in Texas home
landscapes arf; also adaptable to
basket culture. Hardy and tolerant
to cold weather, they' are easily car­
ried over from year to year. Some
of those which seem common and
conventional at ground level become
outstanding specimens when air­
borne. Weights may be placed on
flexible branches to cause them to
hang or weep downward to develop
a new plant fonn. Fishing leads or
clothespins also may restrain or re­
shape until the plant fonns its new
growth habit. Hardy but adaptable
plants include such varieties as
dwarf sasanqua, holly fern, spread­
ing or creeping junipers, dwarf gar­
denia, dwarf abelia and common
mint.

Numerous plants of the foliage or
"houseplant" type are suitable for
hanging baskets. Some are vining
types sporting fast growth and out­
standing foliage, while some will
offer blooms as well as foliage. Like
houseplants, however, they must be
kept indoors or in a protected area
during cold snaps and the winter
season.

In the list below are some vari­
eties commonly used for basket
planting. The list is by no means

inclusive. The effectiveness of indi­
vidual plants will, of course, vary
from one part of Texas to another.

Tips for Hanging Basket Care ­
Keys to Success

• Because baskets dry out so rapid­
ly, watering is the major mainte­
nance concern. Perhaps the best
and most convenient method of
watering is to lower the basket to

Complete immersion of basket in
tub of water, allowing for saturation
of entire basket.
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the ground and then immerse it in
a tub of water, allowing the water
to saturate the basket. Once the
soil is saturated, the basket can
be removed and allowed to drain.
Then the container can be re­
hung.

• For fully developed or cascading
plants, this method of watering
can damage the plant if growth
extends below the bottom of the
basket or if plants are very brittle.
The only alternative is to hand
water with a slow stream of water,
allowing the water to penetrate
gradually.

• Both the type of plant and con­
tainer and the exposure will de­
termine how often a hanging
basket plant will require water­
ing. In summer, baskets dry out
quickly and will demand \vatering
every other day, if not daily. If
the gardener is out of town,
baskets may be placed in a cool,
shaded garden bed or ,vrapped
with plastic or moist paper to
prevent excessive drying.

• The gardener can feed baskets
best along with the watering proc­
ess. The excessive amounts of wa­
tering tend to quickly wash plant

nutrients out of the soil. These
must be replaced at regular inter­
vals. During the growing season,
most plants should be fed every
two to four weeks. Water-soluble
or liquid fertilizers, which are the
ing is not desirable until plants
are well established and growing.
Too rapid fertilization may- burn
and injure the growing plants. Di­
rections for amounts of liquid
feeding should be followed care­
fully since excessive amounts also
will injure the plant. During the
winter, it is desirable that the
plant harden off and slow down
its growth rate; therefore, feeding
and watering will be less fre­
quent. Feeding once a month
should be adequate for most
plants during dormant seasons.

• Plants which are to be carried
over winter must be protected
from cold or freezing. A heated
greenhouse, garage, enclosed
porch or indoor area which offers
adequate light can serve for pro­
tection during cold periods. Most
hanging baskets should remain
outdoors when the temperature is
45 degrees F. or more. Below 40
degrees F., damage in the way of

easiest to use along ,.vith the
watering process, tend to give the
best results. A complete and bal­
anced formula is recommended
for general use.

• For newly planted baskets, feed­
leaf drop and poor growth may
occur, and, of course, freezing
temperatures will kill tender
plants.

• If hanging baskets cannot be pro­
tected over winter, a grower
should choose more hardy orna­
mentals, such as English ivy, Asi­
atic jasmine, vinca or junipers.

Enioy Hanging Baskets

Pleasure in and success with hang­
ing baskets have stimulated many
growers to build small greenhouses.
But the average home gardener does
not have to have elaborate equip­
ment or long years of horticultural
training to get enjoyment from mak­
ing attractive hanging arrangements.
Good planning for locations and ef­
fective choices of containers and
plants plus reasonable care ,.vill re­
sult in months or years of pleasure
from this unusually attractive, versa­
tile form of home landscape design.
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