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WHAT PROFESSIONAL CAREER in
today's world catches your interest? Do
you like people...teaching.. .learning...
travel?

Then the challenging, stimulating role of
a county Extension agent may be for you.

Here is a career that allows. you to im
prove professionally and personally while
you are teaching, adults and youth better
techniques in the many phases of agricul
ture, home economics, 4-H and other

youth and community resource develop
ment.

As a county Extension agent, you are the
official county representative of Texas
A&M University, the land grant university
for Texas. Your classroom includes many
audiences and extends wherever people
live, work or gather throughout the coun
ty.

Texas is divided into 13 Extension dis
tricts, each encompassing some 19 coun
ties. The county commissioners' court,

composed of the county judge and com
missioners, will have a vital int.erest in
your program of work. They provide the
county portion of YOllr salary and other
expenses. An agent's office usually is in
the county courthouse.

During your first two years, you will have
the title of assistant county Extension
agent. You will attend orientation confer
ences and other training meetings present
ed annually at Texas A&M University
and at other locations in the state.
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• Become an educator representing Tex
as A&M University and the United
States Department of Agriculture.

• Work as a team member of a county
staff of two or more, the number de
pending on county needs and avail
able funds.

• Cooperate with other professional
home economists, agriculturists and
professional workers in related fields.

In the agricultural phase of a county pro
gram you will have responsibility -

• To people engaged in production, pro
cessing and distribution of agricultural
products.

• To people engaged "in pI uVidillg [ann-
ers with needed goods and services.

• For educational programs for farm
owners and operators in the areas of -

Crop production
Horticul ture
Poultry and livestock production
Pasture improvement
Marketing
Conservation of natural resources
Management on the farm
Youth development through 4-H

club work
Leadership development
Public affairs
Range managemen t
Resource development

• Exchange ideas with professional work
ers through regional and state meetings.

• Keep abreast of research and program
trends through reading professional
journals, attending professional meet
ings and taking advanced study.

• Help promote better individual, family
and community living in both rural
and urban areas.

• Work with many people-men, women,
boys and girls, individually and in
groups.

In the home economics phase of a county
program, you will have responsibility for
home econ0!llics educational programs in
the areas of -

• Family stability

• Family heaIthan protectIOn

• Managing family resources

• Family clothing

• Housing environment

• Community environment and leader
ship.

Rural and urban audiences who benefit
from county Extension programs are -

• Families and individual members

• Farmers and ranchers

• 4-H club members and other youth

• Attend in-service tr3ining meetings,
workshops a..'1d conferences.

• Have many teaching resources avail
able to you such as publications,
slides, movies, radio tapes, n~wslet

ters, news and f~ature story packets,
posters, charts, television and com
puter services.

• Provide opportunities for leadership
development.

• Senior citizens

• Home demonstration club members

• Leaders in community organizations

• A wide range of other organizations
and <l-geneie •

Your work reaches people through -

• Farm and home visits

• Group meetings

• Result demonstrations

• Mass media-newspapers, radio and
television

• Exhibits

• Short courses, workshops and clinics

• Letters and leaflets.



Your job benefits include -

• Salary that compares well with that of others in similar
positions

• Opportunity to continue professional growth by gradu
ate study

• Opportunities to attend workshops, conferences, pro
fessional meetings and in-service training meetings in
order to keep up to date

• Variety in work with many opportunities to develop
talents

• Annual leave and holidays for vacations
• Sick leave
• Unemployment compensation at no cost to employee
• Opportunity to participate in group insurance plans

sponsored by Texas A&M University. These include
Required life insurance
Optional plans for medical, life, accident and

disability income insurance
• State Workman's Compensation Insurance and Federal

Employees Compensation Act Coverage at no cost to
employee

• Retirement benefits of the Teacher Retirement System
of Texas or the Optional Retirement Plan

• Federal Civil Service Retirement System
• Optional participation in Federal Employees Group Life

Insurance
• Scholarships and fellowships available, based on qualifi

cations.

Qualifications include -

• A bachelor's degree from an accredited college or univer
sity with a major in agriculture, home economics or
other appropriate field and a grade point average of 2.5
or higher based on a 4.0 scale

• A genuine fondness for people and a sincere desire to
help them to help themselves

• Good health, enthusiasm, a sense of humor, vision and
initiative

• Ability to teach
• Ability to organize and express ideas in writing and

speaking
• A car for travel



Would ~ou like> ~o know more>?

Likely, there's a place for you in the Texas Agricultural Extension Service.
lbis career is challenging, rewarding and has recognized educational status.
Ifyou want to learn more, contact your faculty advisor, a county or
district agent or the Director, Texas Agricultural Extension Service, Texas
A&M University, College Station, Texas 77843.

Texas Agricultural Extension Service offers equal employment opportunity to all qualified persons regardless of socia-economic
level, race, color, sex, religion or national origin.
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