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The ranchman is responsible for separating the
goats for shearing. Kids should be separated from
the yearlings and the yearlings from the older goats
and sheared separately. Any further separation of
goats for shearing should be discussed with your
warehouseman.

The ranchman is responsible for determining
whether the goats are dry enough for shearing. The
under parts of the fleece should be examined for
moisture.

The ranchman should supervise or provide a
competent supervisor for the shearing pen, and this
individual should be on hand at all times.

Pens and Shearing Floors

The ranchman should provide a good clean
place to shear. Catch pens, immediately surround-
ing the shearing floor, should be sprinkled and
cleaned several times a day to keep down dust.

Some ranchmen provide concrete shearing floors.
Such floors are permanent and easy to clean, but
are hard on shearing heads and shearers tire more
quickly.

Portable shearing floors constructed of plywood
on 2"x2” frames are practical. Shearing floors
should be equipped with trip boards on the outside
edge of the shearing floor. Trip boards may be
a 2”x2” board or a piece of pipe set in a concrete
floor. The trip board helps keep dirt off the shear-
ing floor and helps the shearer throw the animal
for shearing.

Shearer

The shearer should remove the fleece in one
piece as nearly as possible. This helps the fleece
keep its identity and makes grading easier.

The shearer should keep the fleece as clean as
possible. Avoid stepping on the fleece and use new
lubricating oil on the shearing head instead of
burned lube. Burned lube is difficult to scour out
of mohair and may cause it to appear dingy.

The shearer should avoid as many double cuts
as possible. Double cuts are made by not keeping
the shearing head flat on the goat or by running
up into the fleece at the end of a stroke.

The shearer is responsible for shearing the goat
without injury. He should not cut the animal
excessively and he should not put too much pressure
on the belly especially when the animal is full.

Packing
Mohair buyers object to mohair packed in
plastic bags. When handled with hooks and fork-
lifts the plastic shatters and comes out in the cloth.
Bags should be packed firmly but not too tightly.
Excessive weight may lead buyers to believe the
shrinkage is excessive.

Lower bags onto a clean floor or a tarpaulin.
Bags rolled around in the dirt pick up dust that
ruins the appearance of the mohair.

Transporting

Haul bags in a clean vehicle. Sweep out trailers,
pickups or trucks before loading. If bags are to
be hauled over dusty roads, cover them with a tar-

paulin.

Storing

Store mohair in a clean, dry place. Most pro-
ducers store in the warehouse where they transact
business.

Records

Records of average fleece weight are helpful in
directing breeding programs. These weight records
by age or quality also are helpful.

Grading reports on clips give valuable informa-
tion on quality and uniformity of the flock.

RESULTS

Results are the measure of whether a practice
is profitable. The following demonstration was
established to show the value of producing a quality
clip of mohair and marketing it rather than selling
it.

This producer followed a selective breeding pro-
gram designed to produce a quality clip. The
average fleece weight was 5.6 pounds per goat. The
youngest animal was 2 years old at the time of
shearing. The mohair was graded at the ranch.
The goats were run under range conditions with
little feeding.

Pounds and grade Price received

of mohair per pound Total
Kid 741 1b. $ 1.10 $ 815.00
Light burry kid 59 1b. 1.00 59.00
26’s 538 Ib. .50 269.00
24’s 860 Ib. 45 387.00
20’s and below 150 Ib. 40 60.00
Stained 95 Ib. 27 25.65
Total 2,443 1b. $1,615.75
Expenses
Marketing commission $48.84
Resacking at warehouse .50
$49.36
Net return to producer $1,566.39
Mohair of this quality was selling at 40 cents per
pound at the time of this demonstration and
would have given the following return
2,443 1b. original bag mohair @ 40¢ $ 997.20
Less marketing charges 49.36
$ 927.84
Mohair sold on a graded basis $1,566.39

Original bag mohair 927.84

Return for grading $ 63855

No charge was shown for grading since this was

for demonstration purposes. Some warehouses pro-
vide graders for $20 to $25 per day.
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