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Begin With a Plan 
A well-appointed home-one that is easy to 

live in, attractive and comfortable-doesn't just 
happen. It is planned. 

Home is a place to eat, sleep, work and play. It 
is also a place to be alone or enjoy family and 
friends. Needs, interests and tastes change as 
individuals and families move from one stage of 
liv~ng to the next. Furnishing the home to meet 
these changing needs is for most families a con
tinuous process. 

Analyze Needs 
Whether you are furnishing one room or. a 

whole house, many basic principles are the same. 
Each family is different, so plan for the way you 
live and for the space you have to furnish. 

Most rooms will have to be planned and furn
ished to meet several needs or activities. Make a 
list of activities that will take place in each room. 
This will help you decide what furniture is 
needed. 

It will also help determine the general mood or 
theme you wish to express. Do you want the room 
to be formal or informal? Bright and cheerful 
or more on the ~estful side? Do you want it to re-
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fleet your interests, hobbies or perhaps the way 
you entertain? The more carefully you consider 
all these factors the more successful your plan 
will be. 

Plan on Paper 
Select and arrange furniture to make space 

both useful and beautiful. When space is limited, 
as is often the case, planning for efficiency is par
ticularly important. 

A scaled drawing is worth many times the 
small effort it takes to make. One-fourth inch to 
the foot is a good scale to work with. Draw each 
room. Show location of windows, doors, electri
cal outlets, heating units and other architectural 
details that will affect placement of furniture. 

The next step is to draw a scale pattern, called 
a template, of each piece of furniture. Locate-
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larger pieces of furniture first. Then fit in smaller 
supporting pieces. Move the templates around un
til you find a satisfactory arrangement. 

After you complete the layout, study it care
fully to see if traffic lanes are open and if furni
ture is grouped for convenient use. Be sure the 
room is not cluttered. 

Make an Inventory 
Your first inventory will include the furniture 

you already have. Very few persons have no 
furniture to start with. Even newlyweds have 
wedding gifts, hand-me-downs or carry-overs. 

The second list will be the furniture you need 
to buy. If the list is long, you may have to make 
a buying plan to spread the purchases over a 
period of three to five years. Families rarely have 
large sums set aside for cash purchases but can 
budget for some furnishings each year. 

While most persons consider furniture a long
term investment, there is a growing trend to 
consider short-term investments also. Families 
who move often or foresee a higher income in the 
future may wish to buy furniture with the idea 
of replacement. 

Decide on Furniture Budget 
The amount of money available for furnishings 

varies from family to family and must be de
termined on an individual basis. The income, size 
of house, size of family, stage in family cycle plus 
values and goals, influence the furnishings bud
get. 

There is no rule of thumb that can be applied 
to all situations, but some authorities suggest that 
an amount eq_ual to one-fourth the cost of the 
house or an amount equal to one-half one year's 
income should be invested in furnishings. If in
come fluctuates, use an average of income over a 
period of years. Most families must budget such a 
sizable investment over a period of time. 

The logical approach to acquiring furniture is 
to invest the greatest sum possible in those items 
that receive the hardest wear and are of a more 
lasting nature, such as sofas, upholstered chairs, 
chests of drawers, bedsprings and mattresses. 
Spend lesser amounts on accessory furniture that 
goes in and out of fashion more quickly and is 
less expensive to replace, such as lamps, and lamp, 
coffee and end tables. This method of budgeting 
not only gives the greatest return for the money 
but also adapts beautifully to the two main 
periods of furniture buying: the bride-and-groom 
stage, when family hand-me-downs are often used 

for temporary fill-ins, and the middle stage, when 
parents replace some of the original furniture af
ter children have reached a responsible age. 

Decide on Style 
You need not be confused by the emphasis 

placed on different styles of furniture on today's 
market. Very few homes are furnished by hard 
and fast rules. One of the easiest ways to learn 
what can be successfully combined is to separate 
furniture into two basic classes-heavy and light. 

We all recognize that certain pieces look heavy 
while others have a feeling of lightness. Any piece 
that falls within one class will automatically 
harmonize with another from the same category, 
since both pieces share common traits. 
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Once you recognize these broad classifications, 
it is time to look at details-straight and curved 
silhouettes, plain and ornamented surfaces. Here 
the same principle for combining applies. 

If this rule is followed too rigidly, it will lead 
to monotony. The present trend is to let one style 
predominate and use other styles for interest 
or variety. 

A short study of furniture styles is usually 
enough for a beginner to learn how to group 
pieces harmoniously; to recognize what goes 
with what; and to select the style best suited to 
your home and the way you live. 

Traditional 

Functional Requirements 

Function in furniture means furniture must 
serve its intended use. Some major functional 
requirements are: 

1. Comfortable, supporting chairs for family 
members, since height, weight and pro
portions usually vary. 

2. Additional seating to accommodate guests. 

3. Beds long and wide enough for family mem
bers. 

4. Storage pieces right in size, shape and 
quantity for storing varied possessions of 
family members. 

5. Tables for the various purposes of eating, 
writing, reading, pursuing hobbies, or keep
ing conveniences such as lamps, l;>ooks and 
ash trays close at hand. 

If space is limited or you are temporarily situ
ated, you should give thoughtful consideration to 
dual-purpose furniture and modular construction. 

Look for Quality Construction 
Quality depends not only on quality ingredients, 

but the combination and application of these with
in the completed piece of furniture. Today we 
have a wide range of construction methods and 
compositions-all the way from custom-order 
hand crafting, through partial machine making 
with hand assembly and finishing, to complete 
mechanization for mass production. 

Wise shoppers should learn to read labels, ask 
questions and examine each piece of furniture 
carefully. While construction of case goods ( wood 
furniture) and upholstered furniture are dis
cussed more fully in other publications in this 
series, the following are some general features 
that indicate quality: 

1. Label. The manufacturer who offers you 
quality furniture is proud to identify him
self and stand back of his product. A label 
should provide information about the wood 
or other materials used in the piece of 
furniture. 

2. Finish. Examine the finish of wooden parts 
in a good light to see if it is even and 
smooth. Insides of drawers and backs of 
quality furniture are also smooth and fin
ished. 

3. Decorative detail. While decoration does not 
add to the functional quality, it does add to 
the cost of production. Carving, inlay, special 
finishes and tailoring details used to indi
vidualize furniture are indications of more 
expensive furniture. 

4. Construction detail. Examine furniture to 
see whether pieces are constructed solidly 
of substantial woods, if parts are securely 
joined, if movable parts fit well and operate 
easily. Is tailoring of covers neat and se
cure? These visible details are usually some 
indication of the quality of inside construc
tion. 

Develop Shopping Skills 
You can develop shopping techniques which 

will help you find the best values for your money. 
Before making a purchase, you should shop 
around and compare prices as well as quality 
in merchandise. Good design in furniture is avail
able in every price range. 

Gather helpful information about the items you 
intend to buy. A good label should provide many 
useful facts. Look for written guarantees and 
warranties. Additional information is available 
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from magazines, consumer publications and by 
asking questions of well-informed home econo
mists or salespersons. 

Shop in stores that provide the goods and 
services you want for the price you can pay. Find 
out about delivery, installation, servicing and ad
justments for unsatisfactory service. 

If you are trying to keep furnishing expenses 
at a minimum, you may wish to explore the possi
bility of second-hand furniture, unfinished furni
ture, furniture seconds and furniture sales. 

In addition to the initial investment, the furn
ishings budget must provide for maintenance, 
replacement of items no longer useful and the 
addition of new furniture as needed. Thoughtful 

planning will help you to acquire furniture that 
best meets your needs and fits the budget. 

In short, the following motto aptly expresses 
the procedure for becoming a satisfied consumer: 

"/ want to see the inside, outside 
and backside of furniture. 

I want to touch it, rub it, open 
all the doors and drawers and brood 
about what to put into them. 

I want to squeeze the upholstery 
and examine the tailoring. 

I want to lift and shove furniture 
myself to see if I can move it. 

And even then I want to think 
it over before I buy." 

Additional references in Furnishing Your 
Home Series: 

H.E. 78: Buying Case Goods 

H.E. 81: Buying Upholstered Furniture 

H.E. 80: Arranging Furniture 

H.E. 79: The Furniture Story: Periods and 
Styles 

Grateful acknowledgement is given /01· critique of manuscript by panel members of Southern Furni
ture Manufucturers' Association and by Miss Elizabeth Hathaway, Professor of Home Economfos of 
thP University of North Ca.rolina at Greensboro. The art work was provided by S. F. M. A. 
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