GOPHERS (salamanders) are killed only in
their underground runways which may be about
6 inches deep. Dirt dug from the runways is
pushed to the surface, making a horseshoe-shaped
mound. The tunnel from the main run to the
mound usually is plugged solid with dirt. Some
old main runways also are plugged with dirt
from new diggings.

PROBE METHOD
Take a stick or rod the size of a hoe handle
and push it into the ground over the runway.
Stop pushing as soon as you feel the stick enter
the run. Do not hit the bottom of the run.
Place I tablespoon of poisoned grain in
the run through the hole you made at each
fresh mound. You will need Vi! pound for each
3 or 4 acres. Cover the hole with a chip or
piece of sod and pile dirt over it to keep light
out of the runway. Do not let dirt sift in over
the poison.

MACHINE METHOD
You can control gophers in their underground runs by machine. Plans for the BurrowBuilder can be obtained from your county
agricultural agent or by writing to the Department of Agricultural Information, College Station, Texas. A farmer who has many acres of
land and many gophers may wish to build his
own machine or have a local welder do it for
him. Some 4-H Clubs and FFA chapters build
machines and rent them. There are a few commercial manufacturers.
The Burrow-Builder is the most practical
control method on large areas. The land should
be in good plowing condition. Grain requirement is I Vi! to 2 pounds per acre.
Your county agricultural agent can arrange
a demonstration for you and your neighbors.

Three point hitch Burrow-Builder with short foot
piece

Trailer or drag type Burrow-Builder equipped
with wheels and hydraulic cylinder

This material is prepared by personnel of
the Rodent Control Revolving Fund of Texas
A&M University, in cooperation with the Bu1-eau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife.

Three point hitch Burrow-Builder with long foot
piece

