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256 North Washington Street 
Falls Church, Virginia 22046-4549 
(703) 536-2310 
Fax (703) 536-3225 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: November 19, 2010 

TO:  TechMIS Subscribers 

FROM: Charles Blaschke and Blair Curry 

SUBJ: Election Results and Implications; Regulatory Relief from NCLB Provisions; 

Policy Priorities Announced at SETDA Conference; and State Profile Updates  

 

 

Because of the timely nature of the information, last week we sent a TechMIS Special Report on 

the new Non-Regulatory Guidance on the final regulations for the School Improvement Grant 

program.  We plan to continue sending out reports, alerts, and updates periodically as 

developments occur resulting from the mid-term elections and the lame duck session. 

 

Even though the lame duck session began earlier this week, there have been no public 

developments on the FY 2011 education appropriations.  Most observers believe that the best 

option for the education community would be a Continuing Resolution through September 2011 

which would fund all education programs at existing authorized regular levels, but no money for 

any ARRA-funded programs such as RTT and i
3
.  Even if there is an across-the-board cut of one 

to three percent, this option would be better than a Continuing Resolution through February 

when the next Congress convenes, which could result in an omnibus bill in which certain 

programs could be cut or rescinded, including some with unspent stimulus funds.  The new GOP 

majority in the House is still in the process of selecting/organizing committee leadership and 

members; however, Congressman John Kline of Minnesota will likely chair the Education and 

Labor Committee; Kline opposes Federal “intrusion” into education and does not support any 

increases in reform measures such as Race to the Top and would support increases only in 

IDEA/special education.  Congressman John Boehner, who was a key negotiator in the NCLB 

passage in 2002 and the IDEA reauthorization in 2004, will continue to be heavily involved in 

any ESEA reauthorization.  Boehner and Senator Lamar Alexander, currently ranking 

Republican on the Senate HELP committee, strongly support Response-to-Intervention (RTI) 

approaches. 

 

Following the mid-term election results, most observers believe ESEA reauthorization is not 

likely to occur before 2013.  However, diverse groups such as AASA and the NEA are calling 

for several “regulatory relief” measures which are addressed in the Washington Update.  We will 

continue to follow developments in these areas which have potential implications for subscribers.  
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The Washington Update addresses a number of issues. 

 

 Page  1 
A Title I webinar addressed probable policy implications of the mid-term election results 

and funding options to be addressed in the lame duck session.  Dr. Richard Long, 

Executive Director of the National Title I Association, shared his perceptions and 

predictions (which are very similar to ours) regarding issues which will be addressed 

soon in Congress -- lame duck education funding, regulatory relief developments, and 

related issues.     

 

 Page  4 
During the annual State Education Technology Directors Association (SETDA) 

Education Forum, Secretary Duncan highlighted his priorities, including funding for 

activities related to the five goals of the newly released National Education Technology 

Plan.  He envisioned technology playing a major role in the development and 

implementation of national assessments aligned with Common Core State Standards, 

differentiated instruction, individualized learning throughout the school year, increasing 

school productivity (which is a heightened priority), overall school improvement, and 

helping students succeed in college and careers.     

 

 Page  5 
Policy positions and priorities among chief state school officers were highlighted by the 

Council of Chief State School Officers’ Executive Director, Dr. Gene Wilhoit, during the 

SETDA Education Summit.  More than 16 new chief state school officers will be in place 

in the immediate future.  Generally states’ policy will focus more on improving 

individual student achievement rather than school improvement.  The to-be-developed 

state assessments will drive instruction in states which may not adopt Common Core 

standards and individualizing instruction to improve student performance will become 

more important.     

 

 Page  6 
A new preliminary report on “ARRA Investments in Technology, Innovation, and K-12 

Reform,” released in early November by SETDA, addresses how such funds have been 

used thus far.  Its survey of state members also reported that most SEAs reserved ARRA 

E
2
T

2
 funds for the 2010-11 school year and many LEAs do not plan to expend such funds 

completely until at least April 2011, if not later.  This has direct implications for the 

timing of firms’ sales of technology and related services to LEAs.     

 

 Page  8 
The most recent Project Tomorrow’s Speak-Up survey findings point to continued 

growth in the use of mobile technology as the classroom environment and climate 

becomes more conducive.  The survey findings corroborate many predictions of 

increased use of technology to personalize and individualize student instruction.     
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 Page  8 
A recent report raises new questions of the underlying biases, core practices, and naiveté 

about the implementation processes of multi-year grants such as Race to the Top and i
3
; 

however, because of accusations of political favoritism influencing winners, numerous 

observers have predicted that, very quickly next year, the new GOP House leadership 

will initiate its oversight authority, which will include investigations and subpoenas 

related to Race to the Top and i
3
 grant processes.      

 

 Page  10 
Pressures are mounting from numerous quarters on the Obama Administration to provide 

“regulatory relief” as a stop gap measure prior to comprehensive ESEA reauthorization in 

2013.  If implemented, recommended SES charges could benefit most TechMIS 

subscribers. 

 

 Page  12 
A number of miscellaneous items are also included: 

a) Highlights of the recent NCES report on the characteristics of the ten largest 

school districts 2008-09 which has new information categories that can be helpful 

in deciding which districts to target. 

b) Education programs included in the draft report of the President’s Commission on 

Fiscal Responsibility which are likely to be recommended for severe cuts as part 

of the overall government-wide deficit reduction effort.  

c) An update to the Next Generation Learning Challenges, funded by the Gates 

Foundation, with suggestions for private firms. 

d) E-Rate update on districts’ potential E-Rate refunds which can be used for 

purchasing non-eligible products and services.  

 

 

State profile updates include items relating to state budgets, education funding, 

dropout/graduation rates, charter schools, college remediation, Race to the Top implementation, 

and school/district accountability.
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Washington Update   

Vol. 15, No. 11, November 19, 2010 
 
National Title I Association Webinar 
Focused on Implications of Mid-Term 
Election Results on Education Policy 
and Funding  
 

Two days after the mid-term elections, the 

National Title I Association sponsored a 

webinar on the election results and how they 

are likely to impact education funding and 

policy.  The presenter, Executive Director 

Dr. Rich Long, shared his thoughts on likely 

implications of the GOP takeover of the 

House on policy directions of expected new 

leadership members based on discussions 

with key Congressional staffers and other 

knowledgeable observers.  He also ventured 

his opinions on FY 2011 final appropriations 

which will be determined during a lame 

duck session which began on November 15
th

 

and proceeding possibly through mid-

December. 

 

The major concerns of the incoming GOP 

leadership, expected to include Committee 

on Education and Labor Chairman John 

Kline, are deficit reduction and the 

prescriptive nature of reform initiatives such 

as Race to the Top, Federal intrusion in state 

and local decision-making, and related 

issues.  Republicans have typically 

supported funding for IDEA special 

education programs, and, over the last 

decade also supported increased funding for 

Response-to-Intervention activities that were 

codified in the 2004 reauthorization of 

IDEA.  Chairman Kline has consistently 

stated that the only education program for 

which funding should be increased is IDEA 

because it is an “unfunded” mandate; the 

Federal share has been traditionally less than 

20 percent of the cost of special education, 

when the original 1975 legislation called for 

increased Federal funding to 40 percent of 

the cost of special education.  Long 

emphasized that some of the key 

Representatives and staffers who supported 

RTI in the past will play an even more 

important role under the new GOP 

leadership.  GOP leadership will also place 

an increased priority on teacher initiatives 

such as pay based on student performance 

and alternative paths to provide more and 

better teachers.  He acknowledged that there 

is more bipartisan support for early 

childhood education, but GOP leaders are 

very hesitant to create new “structures” with 

Federal funds which might have to be 

funded through state and local funds in the 

future, most likely with some degree of 

Federal intrusion.  The Common Core 

Standards initiative has been derided by a 

large number of GOP members who have 

objected to its inclusion as a requirement for 

any applicant to be considered for Race to 

the Top funding.  Expansion of charter 

school funding and flexibilities is another 

area, along with Response-to-Intervention 

approaches, which is likely to receive 

bipartisan support in the future.   

 

While GOP interest in vouchers generally 

has dissipated, there is a growing interest in 

the use of vouchers with special education 

students, particularly those students with 

disabilities who are members of military 

families.  Evaluation of teacher effectiveness 

also continues to be an area of interest to 

most of the GOP members involved in 
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education policy making.   

 

And last, Long predicted that the new GOP 

leadership in the House will increase its 

oversight and investigative role through the 

use of subpoenas, especially in the area of 

the various stimulus buckets, some of which, 

at the current time, have significant amounts 

of unexpended and non-obligated or 

“outlaid” funds.  He particularly noted that 

likely Speaker of the House John Boehner 

has called for much greater oversight of 

education and will take a likely key role.  

Although not mentioned, one can expect 

Speaker John Boehner to continue his level 

of interest in education policy; he was the 

last Republican Chairman of the Education 

& Labor Committee that was responsible for 

the passage of NCLB and took a lead role, 

along with key staffers in the reauthorization 

of IDEA 2004.  Congressman Kline was not 

in the House in 2002 when NCLB was 

negotiated and enacted in a bipartisan 

fashion. 

 

Dr. Long also predicted that the Obama 

Administration would continue to place a 

higher funding and administrative priority 

on flagship projects such as Race to the Top 

and School Improvement Grants and has 

created an administrative structure within 

USED which is designed to facilitate 

coordination among Title I, Title II, and 

Title III programs.  A likely priority 

emphasis here, he noted, would be on the 

use of Response-to-Intervention approaches 

and more flexibility in terms of funding 

sources, especially to serve English 

language learners, and other at-risk students 

not yet placed in special education.    

 

Based on his discussions with Congressional 

committee members and staffers, Dr. Long 

indicated that key USED officials will 

continue discussions on issues related to 

ESEA reauthorization with both Democratic 

and Republican leaders on House and Senate 

committees, some progress having been 

made.  In a recent Education Week 

(November 5
th

) article, Secretary Duncan 

noted that he had been working with 

Democratic and Republican legislators for 

months through discussions which “had 

been a model of civility” and concluded, 

“We are looking forward to reauthorizing 

and hopefully moving pretty quickly.” 

 

The lame duck session begins on November 

15
th

 which is the same day the President has 

called for a meeting with the leadership 

from both parties (which has been postponed 

to November 29), lame duck could be very 

lengthy or short, depending on the number 

of items that are put on the table which 

includes the FY 2011 education budget, 

passage of nutrition program, funding 

earmarks, and the Bush tax cuts, among 

other issues.  During the lame duck session, 

significant turnover in House committee and 

other staff will occur.  The number of 

members on education and related 

committees in the Senate will be more 

favorable to the GOP even though it failed 

to gain majority control in that chamber.  

Battles over how much funding will be 

allocated to GOP members for committee 

staff and work can be expected. 

 

During a Q&A session, Dr. Long addressed 

a number of issues that could affect national 

education policy.  In response to a question 

about the future of SES, he reiterated what 

he had shared in a previous webinar two 

months ago; namely, his discussions in 

September with committee staff indicated 

that SES has not lived up to its initial 

expectations, but that there appeared to be 

staff agreement that SES, in one form or 
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another, would continue as part of the 

reauthorization but focusing only on the 

lowest-performing five or ten percent of 

schools.  He also noted that the interest in 

parent choice and voucher issues has 

generated “more play” since the elections.  

Although Dr. Long volunteered that the 

reauthorization of ESEA remains uncertain, 

he noted that the Obama Administration 

could minimize the negative impact of some 

NCLB provisions on its reform issues 

through regulatory relief or the use of 

discretionary funding.  In that context, he 

also noted that, among Republican leaders, 

there is growing recognition of the need for 

increased flexibility in implementing NCLB 

which might be addressed earlier rather than 

later. 

 

Several webinar questions related to the 

future of Title II and professional 

development.  Dr. Long responded that 

online professional development will 

continue to see significant increases; but the 

real question is what blend of onsite and 

online professional development works best, 

and whether or not there will be a 

requirement to increase the amount of 

professional development, in which case 

online delivery is perhaps “the only cost-

effective alternative.”  Related to the future 

of Title II, Long indicated it is really a 

question of dollars and evidence convincing 

Capitol Hill members and staff that it has 

been effective in its current form.   

 

In response to several questions, Dr. Long 

addressed the FY 2011 budget options 

before Congress during the lame duck 

session.  He reiterated the Pledge to America 

provision that proposed to cut most 

discretionary funding, including USED, by 

20 percent.  The Pledge would fund 

education next year at the 2008 level, a 

“significant cut.”  The likely budget 

alternatives which might occur during the 

lame duck session are: 

 passage of a Continuing Resolution 

(CR) beyond the end of the current 

CR on December 3
rd

 -- possible to 

January or February when a new 

Congress would vote on the budget. 

 an alternative Continuing Resolution 

through September 30, 2011.  Most 

observers feel that such a long-term 

CR would probably include an 

across-the-board cut of one to three 

percent in all education funding. 

 

Another option could be a dramatic cut in 

unspent ARRA funding through a rescission, 

an alternative which was discussed in 

August-September as an offset for the $10 

billion Ed Jobs Bill.  During the Q&A 

session, the question was raised as to 

whether the School Improvement Grant 

program might suffer significant funding 

reductions in the future.  Dr. Long 

responded that this could happen, largely 

because only a small number of districts, 

with fewer than five percent of eligible 

schools across the country, would be 

participating in this program.  Moreover, 

school districts participating in the SIG 

program are located in only 15-20 percent of 

the nation’s Congressional districts.  When 

such a large amount of funding is targeted at 

such a small number of “constituencies,” the 

number of districts “hurt” would be much 

smaller than the number of those affected by 

cuts in large formula programs.   

 

In response to another question as to 

whether Title I funds, especially unspent 

ARRA funds, might be cut, he indicated that 

the vast majority of districts in the country 

would be affected.  Objections would be 

raised by Senators and Representatives, as 
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well as by such groups as the NEA and 

AFT; such a cut is likely not to occur.  

During an off-line discussion at the recent 

SETDA conference, Dr. Long reiterated the 

potential jeopardy confronting School 

Improvement Grants which could be 

considered a target by the GOP for 

rescission cuts, especially because most of 

the SIG funds allocated to districts have not 

yet been expended.  In an announcement of 

School Improvement Grant guidance, 

released on November 1
st
, USED estimated 

that, of the slightly over $1 billion allocated 

for School Improvement Grants for FY 

2009, $825 million was carried over to FY 

2010 and will be included in the second 

competition totaling about $1.4 billion (see 

November 12 TechMIS Special Report). 

 

 

During the Annual State Educational 
Technology Directors Association 
(SETDA) Education Forum, Secretary 
Duncan Highlighted “His Priorities” 
in the Newly Released National 
Education Technology Plan   
 

 In response to concerns expressed by the 

State Technology Directors about the E
2
T

2
 

program being made part of a “consolidated 

program” in the so-called “Blueprint” and 

thereby losing its line item status and the 

$100 million set-aside for technology, 

Secretary Duncan stated, “Collectively the 

amount of money that’s going to go to 

technology will be exponentially higher than 

what happened in the past.”  As reported in 

Education Daily, he noted, “….the Race to 

the Top fund, along with Investing in 

Innovation grants and other funding streams, 

such as the Teacher Incentive and School 

Improvement grants, will help support the 

work to integrate technology across all 

education priorities.”  

In his prepared text, the Secretary discussed 

the five goals of the National Plan to help 

schools “transition to digital classrooms and 

transform learning.”  First, he indicated that 

“technology can fundamentally change the 

learning process so it’s more engaging and 

tailored to students’ needs and interests.”  

This is particularly important in ensuring 

that learning resources are aligned with 

rigorous college- and career-ready 

standards.  Similar to his remarks 

announcing the four grants to consortia 

developing new generation assessments 

aligned with the Common Core State 

Standards, he stated, “The second goal is to 

use technology in the next generation of 

assessments so they give teachers the 

information they need to regularly identify 

and address students’ individual learning 

needs throughout the school year.”  The 

emphasis here is on differentiated 

instruction and the use of data-driven 

decision-making tools.  The Plan’s third 

goal is to connect teachers with their peers 

and experts.  He noted that the transition to 

digital learning can occur “only if teachers 

and students have access to what they need 

to do their work,” which is critical to the 

fourth goal of building an infrastructure that 

“allows us to support access in and out of 

school.”  The final goal is to “harness the 

power of technology to help schools become 

more productive -- to accelerate student 

achievement faster than ever before.  

Despite difficult financial times, we must 

improve student outcomes and ways that 

historically may have seemed impossible.”  

Although, over time, the Bush 

Administration emphasized the use of 

technology to improve student achievement, 

it neglected to support technology as a 

means for improving productivity; this 

appears to be an increasing priority of the 

Duncan Administration. 
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More than once, the Secretary referred to the 

use of technology in the assessment arena, 

stating, “I am convinced that these new 

assessments will be an absolute game-

changer in public education….The new 

assessments aligned to these standards will 

use computer adaptive technologies.”  

Referring to one of the aims of the National 

Plan, he noted, “Productivity may be the 

biggest challenge we face as we move 

forward over the next five years toward 

reaching the goals of the National Education 

Technology Plan.”  And later he stated, 

“The ultimate goal for our investment in 

technology -- and all of our programs -- is 

for students to be prepared to succeed in 

college and careers.” 

 

Karen Cator, director of the Federal 

education technology office, which directed 

preparation of the National Plan, noted in 

her interview with Education Daily, in 

discussing the proposed elimination of the 

set-aside funding for E
2
T

2
, stated, “It’s not 

that we don’t believe that technology is 

important.  In fact, we believe it’s incredibly 

important.  Now is the time to make sure it’s 

considered in every single goal and grant 

program -- it’s a cross-cutting priority.”  

Based on our discussions with several state 

technology directors -- particularly some of 

the newer ones -- and on presentations made 

during SETDA sessions, we believe many 

state technology directors are not 

particularly knowledgeable about, or 

apparently interested in, promoting the use 

of other large “buckets” of Federal funding, 

which can and are being used for technology 

purchases, beyond the E
2
T

2
 State 

Technology Grant funding “silo.”  It should 

be noted that the conference planners did 

include presentations by officials 

representing Title I and also invited several 

State Title I Directors.  In our discussions 

with state technology directors about the 

implications of the recent mid-term 

elections, most noted that a key priority is to 

ensure that E
2
T

2
 ARRA funds are obligated 

(but not necessarily spent by LEAs) as soon 

as possible in light of a potential rescission.  

Some indicated that such funds had been 

obligated even though their outlays were not 

officially reported by USED because of state 

funding anomalies. 

 

   

CCSSO Policy Positions and 
Priorities Highlighted During State 
Education Technology Directors 
Association’s Summit   
 

During the most recent summit of the State 

Education Technology Directors 

Association (SETDA) in Washington, D.C. 

area, Dr. Gene Wilhoit, Executive Director 

of the Council of Chief State School 

Officers (CCSSO) identified and elaborated 

on the organization’s policy positions and 

priorities which are highlighted below.  

Commenting on the mid-term election 

results, he noted that the SEA attendees will 

be in the midst of significant changes in 

most states over the next month or so as 16 

new chief state school officers will be in 

place with a likelihood of six more that are 

pending when appointments are made by 

governors or state boards of education which 

have also changed in about 30 states. 

 

Regarding the reauthorization of ESEA, he 

stated that in fact, “a new ESEA already 

exists if not codified in a law as a result of 

recent policy initiatives such as the 

“adoption” by 41 states with four more 

anticipated of Common Core Standards.  

Other new de facto “ESEA” policy 

initiatives include the expansion of 

longitudinal data systems, increased focus 
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on and professional development for 

teachers, and greater accountability along 

with standardized assessment initiatives.  He 

emphasized strongly that the Common Core 

Standards initiative is a state-sponsored 

initiative by CCSSO and the National 

Governors Association, not the Federal 

Government, and that the intent is to 

standardize standards and objectives, but not 

“the process” by which the goals are to be 

achieved when implemented in 2014-15. 

 

Regarding the two state consortia which 

have been selected to develop the state 

assessments aligned to the Common Core 

Standards, he emphasized that such resulting 

assessments include both end-of-year and 

periodic, ongoing assessments, the latter of 

which will be provided on a quick 

turnaround basis so that individual student 

data can be used to inform instruction.  The 

assessments are designed to determine the 

depth of learning by students with less focus 

on single points in time.  In previous 

discussions, he acknowledged that the 

resulting assessments adopted by states will 

go a long way in “driving instruction” and 

because of the cost of developing separate 

assessments, a state not adopting the 

Common Core Standards but adopting the 

assessments will in fact move toward 

instruction on directly related Common Core 

Standards.  His vision of a next generation 

of learning will significantly “reinvent” 

schools for improving individual student 

performance, not just school performance.  

Students will provide input to the learning 

process which will be individualized 

“learning journals or pathways” in which the 

learning process will be adaptable to build 

upon the individual students’ learning styles, 

modalities, and use of technology.  A 

number of conditions conducive to overall 

success will be created, for example, 

changing school laws which do not allow 

student-owned devices to be used in school.  

 

 

SETDA Has Released a “Preliminary 
Report” on “ARRA Investments in 
Technology, Innovation, and K-12 
Reform” Which Was Based on a 
Number of USED and Other Data 
Sources Including a Survey 
Conducted of All 50 States and the 
District of Columbia Between March 
2010 and May 2010    
 

The State Educational Technology Directors 

Association has prepared a preliminary 

report on the Enhancing Education through 

Technology (E
2
T

2
) ARRA stimulus 

program.  The preliminary report focuses on 

how E
2
T

2
 ARRA funds, totaling about $640 

million, were distributed by SEAs to LEAs 

and consortia (competitive grants versus 

formula grants), how the funds have been 

used thus far (e.g., types of activities), and 

efforts undertaken to sustain such activities 

once the funds have been exhausted.  The 

report notes, “As of the date of publication 

of this report, September 30, 2011 appears 

to represent a very real and very steep digital 

education funding cliff for America’s 

students and teachers.”  In addition, the 

report notes, regular E
2
T

2
 funding in FY 

2010 was reduced by 65 percent to $100 

million and the Obama Administration has 

requested elimination of the program in FY 

2011 through block grant consolidation. 

 

Even though USED guidance strongly 

encouraged that all E
2
T

2
 ARRA funds be 

distributed through competitive grants, 

because of the delays in the issuance of 

guidance to SEAs, only 25 states elected to 

distribute all such funds competitively; this 

does, however, double the number of states 
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that distributed funds competitively in FY 

2008.  Because of the increase in funding 

available, the formula grants to LEAs 

increased in size (e.g., the number of LEA 

awards over $20,000 increased from seven 

percent of all formula awards in FY 2008 to 

18 percent for ARRA E
2
T

2
 funds). 

 

The SETDA report identifies three emerging 

trends for SEA/district use of ARRA E
2
T

2
 

funds, including: 

 using such funds to drive innovations 

in teaching and learning, including: 

transition of analog curriculum and 

materials to digital; increasing use of 

formative assessment data; and 

expanding the effective use of new 

and emerging technologies; 

 use of funds to scale-up state 

development innovations such as the 

Maine Learning Technology 

Initiative, Missouri’s eMINTS, 

North Carolina’s Impact, and the 

Texas Immersion Pilot; and 

 targeting funds on schools and 

populations most in need of 

intensive support. 

 

On the last use, the report notes that, “One 

mechanism states have employed is 

encouraging or requiring collaboration 

among other federal education programs at 

the local level, including Title I.”  It also 

cites the September 2010 GAO report that 

found 47 percent of LEAs spent more than 

25 percent of their Title I ARRA funds on 

purchasing computer technology and 

instructional materials, and providing 

professional development for instructional 

staff (see October 27, 2010 TechMIS 

Special Report).  However, as noted in a 

related Washington Update item, during the 

SETDA conference, many of the state 

education technology directors, especially 

the newer ones, were not familiar with how 

Title I ARRA funds could be used for 

purchasing technology and support 

activities, as specified in USED recent 

guidance. 

 

The SETDA report also addressed 

sustainability issues stemming from the 

impending funding cliff.  The report cites 

USED data that showed, as of June 30, 

2010, states had drawn down only $147 

million of the $641 million allocated under 

E
2
T

2
 ARRA funds, or 23 percent.  Noting 

that these funds represent the actual dollars 

spent, and not dollars awarded or in the 

process of being spent by districts, the report 

explains, “At the same time, to compensate 

for the precarious future for federal support 

for educational technology (i.e., a 65% cut 

in regular E
2
T

2
 funding for FY 10 and the 

proposed elimination of the program in the 

Administration’s FY 11 budget request and 

ESEA reauthorization blueprint), SEAs 

reported an intent to reserve ARRA EETT 

funds for the 2010-2011 school year…Many 

states anticipate that their LEAs will not 

completely expend ARRA EETT funds until 

at least April 2011 if not later.”  While the 

E
2
T

2
 ARRA funds that have already been 

obligated by the SEAs to the districts 

represent a kind of insurance protecting the 

funds from any GOP-proposed rescission 

next year, SEA guidance to LEAs to delay 

actual spending certainly could have direct 

implications for the timing of firms’ sales of 

technology and related services to LEAs.   

 

For a copy of the report contact SETDA. 
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Project Tomorrow’s Speak Up Survey 
Findings Point to Continued Growth 
in Use of Mobile Technology as the 
Classroom Environment and Climate 
Become More Conducive to Growth   
 

Findings from Project Tomorrow’s most 

recent Speak Up survey, released on October 

29
th

, indicate that access to mobile 

technology has tripled among high school 

students over the last three years and that the 

overall environment has become even more 

conducive to significant growth in the 

future.  Teachers “in their everyday 

life…..have been using technology in the 

classroom to the point where they feel 

comfortable with mobile technology for 

their students,” according to Julie Evans, 

CEO of Project Tomorrow.  Evans also 

noted in a recent eSchool News article that 

administrators are seriously considering use 

of mobile learning devices in their schools.  

The Speak Up survey found that 62 percent 

of surveyed parents said that, if the school 

allowed their child to use mobile technology 

devices, they would likely purchase such a 

device for their child.  Another factor 

contributing to this more conducive 

environment is the wide variety of such 

devices that allow for anytime, anywhere 

access at low cost.  This probably 

contributed to the finding that there was no 

demographic differentiation among urban, 

rural, and Title I parents regarding their 

willingness to purchase mobile devices for 

their children’s use. 

 

The survey also found that more than 60 

percent of middle and high school students 

would rather use their own cell phone, smart 

phone, or MP3 player compared to about 45 

percent who prefer to use laptops or 

netbooks.  In their perception of the 

“ultimate school,” students said they would 

likely use their devices to look up 

information on the Internet, take notes, 

record lectures, and access online textbooks.   

 

Some of the barriers to the use of mobile 

devices in the classroom identified in the 

survey included: 

 teacher concerns about student 

distractions; 

 the equity issue related to all students 

having access to mobile devices; 

 inadequate planning by school 

officials for identifying which 

subjects are best suited for mobile 

technology and the appropriate kinds 

of applications, along with Internet 

safety and security. 

 

For an excellent summary of the survey’s 

high points, go to: 

http://www.eschoolnews.com/2010/10/29/su

rvey-mobile-learning-at-a-tipping-point/ 

 

 

Following Earlier Criticisms that 
Political Favoritism Influenced 
Winners of Race to the Top and i3 
Grants, Recent Analyses Raises New 
Criticisms of the Underlying Biases, 
Scoring Practices, and Naiveté About 
Implementation Processes of the 
Multi-Year Grants  
 

In his recent assessment of the Race to the 

Top selection and implementation process, 

Paul Manna, Professor of Federal Education 

Policy-Making at the College of William 

and Mary, published a white paper for the 

American Enterprise Institute whose 

Director, Frederick Hess, called it a “smart, 

hard look at RTTT as a competitive grant 

program…”  In terms of lessons learned, 

Manna called for the following actions to 

http://www.eschoolnews.com/2010/10/29/survey-mobile-learning-at-a-tipping-point/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2010/10/29/survey-mobile-learning-at-a-tipping-point/
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improve grant program development and 

funding in the future as follows: 

 Design competitions with more 

focused goals and applications that 

are easier for states to complete and 

reviewers to evaluate. 

 Consider how difficult it will be to 

adapt and implement ideas from 

winning state proposals in other 

states. 

 Expect that winners will not deliver 

on all their promises and be so 

willing to recapture funds when they 

stumble.  Consider making those 

recaptured funds available to states 

that just missed the winners’ circle. 

 

Manna also cautioned that some winning 

states “were really just engaged in a ‘race to 

the trough’ rather than a race to the top.”  In 

his October 28
th

 Education Week blog, Hess 

also pointed to a monthly poll by White 

Board’s education “insiders” which saw a 

“chance that a Republican House would 

open an investigation into concerns about 

RTT and i
3
 scoring (partly as payback for 

Democratic investigations of Reading 

First).”  In an Education Daily article, 

Manna also noted that the upcoming 

elections could “derail states’ efforts to 

follow through on current plans if new 

leaders with opposing agendas are elected 

into office.”  The article also adds that 

“Duncan and other department officials have 

promised strict oversight and said they will 

even retract funds from winning states if 

new leaders deviate too sharply from plans 

that are currently in place.” 

 

As promised by the Rural School and 

Community Trust before i
3
 grant 

applications were submitted, the Trust has 

recently analyzed the 49 i
3
 grantees’ 

applications to determine how many of those 

winners plan to serve Rural 900 (R900) 

school districts -- the 900 of rural districts 

having the highest percentage of 

disadvantaged students (about the top ten 

percent).  The Trust found that, in 19 of the 

37 states in which winners were located, 

there was no i
3
 project that identified any 

rural school districts of any kind they 

planned to serve.  In those 19 states, which 

served 38 percent of all students in R900 

districts, the average poverty rate was 39 

percent, which was greater than nearly every 

inner-city urban district.  As the Trust 

concludes, “In all, only six i
3
 winners named 

R900 districts they intended to include.  The 

total number of R900 districts they named?  

Thirteen.  And in four of these six projects, 

the R900 participation was a shadow of the 

larger effort planned for urban districts by 

these i
3
 programs.”  The Rural Trust was 

one of the first and most vocal critics of the 

i
3
 grant program because of the program’s 

apparent bias against high-poverty rural 

districts (i.e., because of their inability to 

compete as effectively as larger urban 

districts with teams of grant writers). 

 

Jennifer Cohen, in her Education Funding 

blog at the New American Foundation, 

included her comment on the Manna report 

by stating, “On the whole, Manna’s report 

clarifies the many challenges ED is likely to 

face as the Race to the Top process 

continues.  Implementation will not be easy, 

particularly with a changing political climate 

and on-going financial issues.  And if 

Congress does choose to continue to 

program in fiscal year 2011 with an 

additional appropriations (the most recent 

versions of both the House and Senate 

Appropriation Bill suggest this is possible), 

they will have to start the process all over 

again in a few months.  Race to the Top’s 
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success depends on strict implementation 

and thorough, performance-based 

evaluation.  Here’s hoping ED is up to the 

task.” 

 

 

Pressures Mount on the Obama 
Administration, from Diverse 
Quarters, to Provide Regulatory 
Relief as a Stop Gap Measure Prior to 
Comprehensive ESEA 
Reauthorization (Not Until 2013?)  
 

In light of the likely postponement (to 

possibly 2013) of the reauthorization of 

ESEA due to mid-term election results, 

pressures are mounting once again, from 

different education groups (and, with respect 

to certain provisions, from both sides of the 

aisle in Congress) for regulatory relief and 

increased use of the Secretary’s waiver 

authority.  Such relief will have the effect of 

eroding the accountability teeth in some 

NCLB provisions which the Administration 

considers to be roadblocks to its reform 

initiatives and/or education groups feel are 

overly punitive or a waste use of Federal 

funds.  Regulatory relief in certain areas 

from, in many cases, opposing groups such 

as AASA and the NEA, could have direct 

and immediate implications for many 

TechMIS subscribers. 

 

One such area focuses on NCLB 

supplemental educational services (SES) 

provisions and regulations released in the 

final days of the Bush Administration, as 

well as a revised version (including waivers) 

which was issued early during the Obama 

Administration.  In its October 21, 2010 

letter to Secretary Duncan (supported by 

NSBA according to Education Week), 

AASA Executive Director Dan Domenech 

called for “an easy fix” which would return 

unused SES dollars to LEAs, not the U.S. 

Treasury.”  Although the guidance issued by 

Secretary Duncan last year would allow this 

if districts were willing to jump through a 

number of time-consuming administrative 

hoops, the AASA letter states, “USED can 

modify the regulation so that the set-aside 

funds last until the end of the school year 

and then, if all SES and choice needs are 

met, are returned to the district’s general 

Title I budget line.  It is a simple release of 

funds, at no additional cost to the federal 

government, and a double-bonus for 

districts, providing both flexibility and an 

additional shot of revenue to address other 

Title I-related concerns.”   

 

As part of the 2009 regulatory waiver 

authority changes, Secretary Duncan 

allowed states to request waivers by which 

districts identified for improvement, could 

provide their own SES, if the district’s 

application was approved by the SEA.  With 

the exception of a few states, such as 

Virginia and Minnesota, which at that time 

had no districts identified for improvement, 

most states received waiver approval to 

allow such districts to provide their own 

SES.  It should be noted that Secretary 

Duncan, in 2005, when he was 

superintendent in Chicago, was able to 

operate a “pilot program” under which the 

district provided its own SES, only after two 

years of legal and political battles between 

then Superintendent Duncan and USED’s 

Secretary Spellings.   

 

The AASA letter calls for further regulatory 

relief by allowing teachers in schools 

identified for improvement to provide SES.  

The letter argues, “Allowing LEAs to use 

their own teachers as SES providers gives 

budget flexibility, allowing SES dollars to 

go further and serving at the source of 
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school community and continuity.”  As we 

noted in our October 27, 2010 Washington 

Update, a recent meta analysis of the cost 

effectiveness studies of SES, conducted by 

Dr. Steven Ross, et. al., reported evidence 

that district-operated SES programs are 

more cost-effective than third-party 

providers -- providing the same level of 

student performance at approximately one-

third of the cost per student. 

 

A recent well-thought-out letter to Secretary 

Duncan from the National Education 

Association (NEA) calls for SES regulatory 

relief which would require districts to 

provide tutoring services only to students in 

subgroups that are not meeting AYP as 

opposed to requiring SES options for all 

students in a given school.  The NEA also 

asked for greater flexibility to allow districts 

provide their own SES and/or certify third-

party SES providers (now an SEA 

responsibility) and similar to AASA’s 

request, to allow unspent SES funds at the 

end of the year to remain in the district 

rather than returning to the Federal 

Treasury.  The NEA also argued that, when 

a school is identified for any phase of 

improvement, any interventions should 

target the specific subgroups of students that 

caused the school to be identified rather than 

requiring interventions on a schoolwide 

basis. 

 

If the Administration were to provide the 

regulatory relief from SES provisions 

requested by AASA, NSBA, and the NEA, 

then a number of implications will quickly 

emerge for firms with appropriate products 

and services including: 

 increased opportunities for firms to 

partner with districts, schools, and 

even teacher groups -- who could 

now provide SES -- by offering 

products and ongoing support 

services; and 

 increased demand for products and 

services which can be effective in 

improving achievement and 

engagement of students with 

disabilities and English language 

learners; these are the primary 

subgroups of students which are 

causing more and more schools and 

districts to be identified for 

improvement and, therefore, having 

to set aside 20 percent of Title I 

funds for SES and parent choice 

options. 

 

The Obama Administration has to balance 

the perceived benefits of reducing the per-

pupil costs of SES, and likely serving more 

students, versus allowing parents of eligible 

students to choose alternative SES providers 

which is the political argument made by 

“Tutor Our Children,” a coalition of third-

party SES providers and civil rights groups 

(see October 27, 2010 Washington Update).   

If regulatory relief is forthcoming, firms 

wishing to partner with districts by 

providing their products and services will 

benefit while the market share of existing 

third-party SES providers’ will likely 

decline. 

 

Other areas in which various groups thus far 

have sought regulatory relief include: 

 expanded use of growth models by 

states; these more flexible models 

are likely to emerge anyway in those 

states which adopt the final 

assessments that include out-of-level 

or adaptive testing, developed by the 

two Common Core Standards 

assessment consortia (virtually all 

education groups); 
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 Halting the growth in the number of 

districts and schools being identified 

for improvement and receive 

sanctions which will otherwise 

increase dramatically through 2014 

as a result of increased state cut 

scores on state assessments and the 

“back loading” of performance 

trajectories (most education groups); 

 Greater regulatory relief or waivers 

for rural school districts trying to 

meet the “high-quality teacher” 

requirements, especially for special 

education teachers, and SES/choice 

requirements (NEA, Rural Schools 

and Community Trust); 

 Allowing the use of multiple 

measures for determining whether 

schools meet AYP, such as district 

tests, portfolios, student attendance, 

etc. (NEA, among others); 

 Discontinuance of multiple counting 

of students with disabilities, English 

language learners, and poverty 

students, as part of three subgroups 

and in determining the AYP of 

students subgroups (NEA, AASA, 

others); 

 Allowing LEAs to use the 

transformation model in more than 

50 percent of their SIG Tier I and 

Tier II schools. 

 

A number of groups, ranging from AASA to 

the conservative American Enterprise 

Institute, have also called for new regulatory 

relief in the form of “relaxing” or 

“suspending” sanctions and other 

consequences of additional schools and 

districts identified for improvement or not 

meeting other NCLB requirements.  Many 

of these sanctions will likely be changed in 

the future when SEA reauthorization occurs.  

If such regulatory relief is not provided by 

the Obama Administration early next year, a 

distinct alternative is for a key broker 

between the House and Senate -- such as 

Senator Lamar Alexander, former Secretary 

of Education and now ranking Republican 

on the Senate HELP Committee -- to submit 

a “targeted” set of amendments which would 

represent a partial de facto reauthorization of 

ESEA.  This “targeted” set of 

recommendations could include a number of 

new issues of great concern to rural school 

districts, such as changing the number of 

poverty students in a district as the 

determining factor of the district’s Title I 

allocation to the percentage of poverty 

students enrolled in the district.  This would 

level the playing field between rural and 

urban districts.  Such a change, however, 

could create significant battles among the 

various education groups. 

 

If ESEA reauthorization early next year is 

perceived by the Administration as almost 

impossible, then regulatory relief or passage 

of “targeted” amendments approaches are 

likely to occur. 

 

 

Miscellaneous 

 
a) The National Center for Education 

Statistics has released its latest annual 

report on the Characteristics of the 100 

Largest Public Elementary and 

Secondary School Districts in the United 

States: 2008-09.  In 2008-09, the 

nation’s 100 largest districts -- less than 

one percent of the school districts in the 

country -- served 22 percent of U.S. 

students and employed 22 percent of 

U.S. teachers.  Forty-five of the 100 

largest districts are located in California, 
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Florida, and Texas.  The districts ranged 

in size from (#1) New York City with 

982,000 students to (#100) Shelby 

County, TN with 47,000 students.  

Nearly 63 percent of the enrollment in 

the 100 largest school districts is Black 

(25.9 percent) or Hispanic (36.8 

percent); these districts serve 35 percent 

of the nation’s minority students.  In 

terms of per-pupil expenditures, the 

districts ranged from Boston ($23,298) 

to Granite, UT ($6,363).  In addition to 

those summarized above, the NCES 

report addresses many characteristics of 

large school districts including district-

by-district details on race/ethnicity, 

school lunch eligibility, Title I 

eligibility, teaching positions, 

student/teacher ratios, charter school 

enrollments, special education 

enrollments, expenditures, and 

dropout/graduation rates.  The report can 

be found at: 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011301.pd

f 

 

b) The draft report from the President’s 

Commission on Fiscal Responsibility, 

released by the two co-chairmen, 

recommends spending cuts beginning in 

2012, but would spare most education 

programs, except for possible across-the-

board cuts in out years.  Several 

education programs were targeted for 

cuts, largely because they are not 

needed.  This philosophy differs 

significantly from that of the Bush 

Administration which targeted more than 

20 education programs for elimination or 

significant reduction largely because the 

programs were not effective.  As noted 

by Frank Wolfe, Education Daily 

reporter, the Commission’s co-chairmen, 

former Senator Alan Simpson and 

Erskine Bowles, former chief of staff 

under President Clinton, were lobbied by 

at least 270 education groups to preserve 

education spending.  The Committee 

apparently heeded their advice, arguing 

in its report that education provides “an 

affordable and sustainable safety net.”  

As Joel Packer, Executive Director of 

the Committee for Education Funding 

stated in the Education Daily article, 

“The good news is that the chairmen 

noted the importance of education for 

growing the economy and increasing 

competitiveness.”   

 

One of the targeted education programs 

is Safe and Drug Free Schools which 

would be eliminated with a reduction in 

funding of $1.8 billion by 2015.  The 

stated justification was: “While school 

safety should be protected, violence and 

drug abuse are problems that occur far 

less on school grounds than elsewhere,” 

an argument supported by the 

Congressional Budget Office.  The 

President’s FY 2011 budget request for 

the program was for $410 million; 

however, as noted in the last TechMIS 

Special Report on new SIG guidance, 

school safety has been incorporated as 

an area of emphasis under the School 

Improvement Grant funding.   

 

Another education program which would 

be eliminated is the FY 2011 Defense 

Department program which funds 58 

DoD primary and secondary schools for 

about 20,000 students.  As Simpson and 

Bowles noted, “These domestic schools 

exist despite the fact that nearly all 

military members live off base and send 

their children to local schools.”  Noting 

that the Defense Department plans to 

spend $1.2 billion in FY 2011-2015 to 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011301.pdf
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2011/2011301.pdf
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rebuild these schools -- which would 

raise the per-student cost from $51,000 

to $81,000 -- the draft argues that it is no 

longer clear why this system is still 

necessary, and “these students should be 

integrated into local schools and the 

rebuilding plans cancelled.” 

 

The education budget’s discretionary 

funding, however, could be a part of 

across-the-board cuts because the 

Commission’s draft report calls for cuts 

of $1.5 trillion through 2020 for all 

discretionary spending.  In addition, the 

draft also recommends reduced spending 

from the Universal Services Fund which 

could affect the E-Rate discounts 

program. 

 

The final Commission Report is due 

December 1
st
; its recommendations must 

be approved by 14 of the 18 

Commission members, six of which 

were appointed by the President and 12 

appointed by the two parties.  Many 

members have voiced opposition to 

some of the recommendations, strongly 

suggesting that some of the draft 

recommendations may be changed. 

 

c) As an update to the Next Generation 

Learning Challenges, funded by the 

Gates Foundation (see October 2010 

TechMIS Washington Update), Josh 

Jarrett, Senior Program Officer for the 

Foundation said that the initiative “can 

serve as something of a market signal, 

identifying significant barriers to college 

readiness and completion and 

highlighting promising solutions spaces 

for more exploration.  This general 

direction can help technology companies 

identify potential opportunities, guide 

their R&D, and connect with 

collaborators,” as reported in 

EDReformer.com. 

 

As we noted in our October Washington 

Update, it is not clear as to what the role 

of the private sector can be in this $250 

million initiative and how private sector 

firms can benefit.  These concerns are 

based on the disappointing level of 

participation of private sector firms in 

USED’s i
3
 program among the winning 

49 grantees. 

 

While agreeing with the interviewer’s 

comment that layering technology on top 

of the existing system will not really 

work, Jarrett argued the need to develop 

some ‘green field’ environments to 

develop the future models from the 

ground up to illustrate the art of the 

possible, and you will see us pushing 

hard in this area in 2011.”  One fertile 

area, he argued, is developmental or 

college remedial education because, 

“Colleges do not really want to be in this 

business, we know the traditional 

instructional approaches did not work 

particularly well the first time around, 

and the ‘swiss cheese’ of knowledge in 

each student lends itself to diagnostic 

assessment and competency-based 

acceleration to college readiness.  We 

are seeing some interesting variable 

pacing models emerging from National 

Center for Academic Transformation’s 

course redesigns to Foothill College’s 

MathMyWay to some work underway at 

the Monterey Institute for Technology 

for Education to develop highly 

engaging, multimedia, modular 

instructional materials for developmental 

math.”  Some of the features of 

instructional programs and delivery 

envisioned by Jarrett for the year 2020 
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include: redesigned or new models 

which lever technology to improve 

learning and student services, innovative 

and accelerated academic catch-up 

features, and full use of data in decision 

making at all levels, including 

instruction. 

 

In the article, Jarrett noted that online 

learning is another fertile field pointing 

out, “Now that online learning has 

reached critical mass, the leading 

thinkers are exploring how rich data 

capture and Web 2.0 capabilities can 

create wholly different instructional 

experiences.  We think this is the next 

frontier in online learning, particularly as 

growth plateaus as the economy recovers 

-- shifting from growth to quality and 

student outcomes.”  

 

As we have reported over the last decade 

and a half, the niche market enjoying the 

first significant penetration of online 

learning has been college remediation, 

where opportunities continue to exist for 

the development and expansion of 

online-delivered “developmental” 

instructional programs -- in remedial 

reading and math -- for entering 

freshmen and continuing support to 

increase the probability of graduation for 

two- and four-year institutions.  This is 

especially true among minority students 

who are the stated target population of 

the Next Generation Learning 

Challenges Initiative. 

 

For a copy of the interview, go to:  

http://edreformer.com/2010/10/josh-

jarret-snr-program-officer-bill-melinda-

gates-foundation/ 

 

d) E-Rate Update on Districts With 

“Potential” E-Rate Refunds for 

Purchasing Non-eligible Products and 

Services 
 

As we attempt to do every quarter, we 

have included a list of districts that 

recently received significant funding 

commitments from the SLD for 

applications submitted over a year ago.  

The attached table covers the third 

quarter of 2010.  We believe that most of 

the funding commitment letters represent 

appeals that were filed by districts when 

they were notified that certain requests 

in their applications were denied.  In 

many cases, these districts went ahead 

and purchased the product in question, 

paying the whole pre-discount price.  

Because the SLD eventually found many 

of these appeals to be meritorious, these 

districts can request a check instead of a 

credit through the so-called BEAR 

process.  Those districts doing so can use 

the discount refund to purchase non-

eligible E-Rate products and services 

such as instructional software and 

professional development.  If a district 

staff person is interested in purchasing a 

non-E-Rate eligible product or service, 

then he or she should contact the district 

E-Rate office to determine whether a 

check was requested for the refund 

amount through the BEAR process and, 

if so, whether some of that money can be 

used to purchase the desired product or 

service.  The accompanying chart shows 

the funding commitments greater than 

$50,000.  

 

 

  

http://edreformer.com/2010/10/josh-jarret-snr-program-officer-bill-melinda-gates-foundation/
http://edreformer.com/2010/10/josh-jarret-snr-program-officer-bill-melinda-gates-foundation/
http://edreformer.com/2010/10/josh-jarret-snr-program-officer-bill-melinda-gates-foundation/
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E-Rate

FundingYear 2010,Quarter 3(Jul-Sep) Commitments

(greater than $50,000)

Applicant City State

Amount 

Committed

2002 Commitments

NORTH PENN SCHOOL DISTRICT LANSDALE PA $136,825

2003 Commitments

THE JEWISH CENTER FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION BROOKLYN NY $193,790

2005 Commitments

THE OHIO PUBLIC LIBRARY INFORMATION NETWORK COLUMBUS OH $1,294,993

PHARR-SAN JUAN-ALAMO I S D PHARR TX $961,847

ORANGE-ULSTER BOCES MONROE NY $725,549

SULLIVAN COUNTY BOCES LIBERTY NY $218,332

LAS VEGAS WEST SCHOOL DISTRICT LAS VEGAS NM $91,471

YESHIVA TIFERES TORAH SCHOOL LAKEWOOD NJ $63,092

AMIGO POR VIDA-FRIENDS FOR LIFE CHARTER SCHOOL HOUSTON TX $57,025

MONADNOCK REG SCHOOL DISTRICT EAST SWANZEY NH $51,649

2006 Commitments

PUERTO RICO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SAN JUAN PR $564,678

GLEN MILLS SCHOOLS CONCORDVILLE PA $242,328

2007 Commitments

RECOVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEW ORLEANS LA $4,662,403

ORLEANS PARISH SCHOOL DISTRICT NEW ORLEANS LA $4,438,640

ST LOUIS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT SAINT LOUIS MO $1,888,445

RIALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT RIALTO CA $358,519

BAKER SCHOOL DISTRICT 5 J BAKER CITY OR $343,728

LEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BISHOPVILLE SC $297,522

SUNNYSIDE UNIF SCHOOL DIST 12 TUCSON AZ $246,725

FLORENCE COUNTY SCHOOL DIST 3 LAKE CITY SC $237,032

MARICOPA CO REGIONAL SCH DIST PHOENIX AZ $161,572

GLEN MILLS SCHOOLS CONCORDVILLE PA $87,039

UMATILLA SCHOOL DISTRICT 6 R UMATILLA OR $71,330

KING GEORGE COUNTY SCHOOL DIST KING GEORGE VA $56,520

LINCOLN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT LINCOLNTON NC $54,000

2008 Commitments
ST LOUIS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT SAINT LOUIS MO $2,809,216

KIPP FOUNDATION SAN FRANCISCO CA $1,843,454

SAN ELIZARIO INDEP SCHOOL DIST SAN ELIZARIO TX $1,157,382

GLEN MILLS SCHOOLS CONCORDVILLE PA $761,912

RECOVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT NEW ORLEANS LA $711,859

ROYAL INDEP SCHOOL DISTRICT BROOKSHIRE TX $675,095

INTERMEDIATE UNIT 05 EDINBORO PA $611,706

HARRISON SCHOOL DISTRICT TWO COLORADO SPGS CO $344,274

SUNNYSIDE UNIF SCHOOL DIST 12 TUCSON AZ $248,765

HAVERHILL SCHOOL DISTRICT HAVERHILL MA $79,646
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Alabama Update 
November 2010 
 

The Alliance for Excellent Education has estimated that Alabama will lose $1 billion in lost 

wages because of 2008 high school dropouts.  In July 2009, the Alabama Select Commission on 

High School Graduation and Student Dropouts was appointed to put forth laws and policy 

changes that would reduce the dropout rate by 25 percent by 2015.  As reported in the 

Montgomery Advertiser, one of the Commission’s first initiatives was raising the State’s 

mandatory attendance age from 16 to 17. 
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Alaska Update 
November 2010 
 

As reported in Education Daily, the new Alaska Career and Technical Education Plan details six 

strategies inherent in the State’s education system, developed by a coalition of State agencies, the 

Plan’s CTE strategies include: 

 secondary to post-secondary transitions; 

 alignment of curricula; 

 alignment of CTE programs to meet workforce needs; 

 recruitment and retention of high-quality CTE staff; 

 identifying CTE facilities and equipment; and 

 identifying sustainable funding sources. 
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Arizona Update 
November 2010 
 

As reported in Education Week, in the November elections, Arizona voters rejected an initiative 

that would have moved tobacco-tax revenue that currently is directed at early childhood 

education and health services to the State’s general fund.  The State legislature had been 

counting on passage of the amendment and the $385 million it would put into this year’s budget.  

They will now have to revise the spending plan. 
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California Update 
November 2010 
 

The Monterey Herald reports that the K12 High Speed Network, a component of the California 

Department of Education, has implemented a new online tool to help teachers track student 

assignments and grades, prepare lesson plans, and identify appropriate curricula.  Known as 

CaliQity, the content-management system was developed by the Ohio-based IQity and was pilot 

tested in a number of districts this summer.  It will be free to all K-12 teachers in California and 

will allow curriculum to be purchased at as little as $30 per student. 

 

The Los Angeles Times reports that, in the Los Angeles school district (and many other large 

cities across the U.S.), teachers unions are seeking to combat the spread of non-unionized charter 

schools by taking over schools themselves.  Los Angeles -- which already has 170 charter 

schools -- is planning to turn over 250 low-performing schools to outside organizations that offer 

the best educational plan.  Last year, in the first round of “public school choice,” groups backed 

by the American Federation of Teachers beat out charter operators to win control of 30 of the 37 

schools. 
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Colorado Update 
November 2010 
 

According to Education Week, Colorado Governor Bill Ritter plans to address the State’s $262 

million budget shortfall using Federal education funds.  Under the plan, State funding for K-12 

education will be reduced by $156 million and money from the Federal Ed Jobs fund will be 

used to avoid layoffs and higher class sizes.  Colorado has already, over the past three years, cut 

$4.5 billion from the State budget and expects to make another $1.1 billion cut next year. 

 

As reported in Education Week, Colorado has received $3 million from the Federal High School 

Graduation Initiative for FY 2010.  The State Education Department plans to help 33 middle and 

high schools across the State with such dropout prevention strategies as analyzing student data, 

developing early-warning systems, and strengthening community ties.  Another 22 schools will 

get less intensive assistance including training in dropout prevention approaches and a toolkit of 

best practices. 

 

The Denver Post reports that, under Colorado’s new four-category accountability system, nearly 

two-thirds of the schools in the State rated top grades.  A total of 1,292 schools -- out of 2,080 

Statewide -- meet all academic measures and received a “performance” rating.  The other 

categories are “improvement,” “priority improvement,” and “turnaround.”  The State will 

provide some form of oversight or support to the 230 schools that fell in the “priority 

improvement” or “turnaround” categories.  The Denver school district had the most schools in 

the “turnaround” category -- 18.  Jefferson County, Colorado’s largest district, had the most 

schools in the top “performance” category -- 133. 
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Connecticut Update 
November 2010 
 

A recent report indicates that close to two-thirds of Connecticut high school graduates who 

attend the State’s community colleges (72 percent) and smaller State universities (65 percent) 

require remediation in English or math.  The Hartford Courant reports that, although 75 percent 

of Connecticut’s high school graduates attend college only 54 percent of those entering 

postsecondary education actually earn a degree or certificate.  State officials say that secondary 

school reform -- in every high school by 2014 -- will reduce high school dropouts and improve 

college readiness. 
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Delaware Update 
November 2010 
 

As reported in the Dover Post, Delaware education officials are in the process of informing 

parents, students, teachers, and administrators about major changes that are coming to Delaware 

schools as a result of the State’s successful Race to the Top (RTTT) application and the adoption 

of the nationally developed Common Core State Standards.  The switch to the new higher 

academic standards can be expected to lower the number of students who score well on the new 

Delaware Comprehensive System tests by at least 30 percentage points compared to last year’s 

DSTP exams.  The State plans to provide dedicated “data coaches” to analyze test scores and 

devise ways to help struggling students.  The State’s RTTT money, which runs out in four years, 

will not be used to hire new teachers; rather, it will go toward making current teachers more 

effective.  In addition, the State’s top teachers will receive performance bonuses of up to $10,000 

and will be eligible for additional pay increases if they agree to work in low-performing schools. 

 

Delaware and the U.S. Air Force, in conjunction with Tutor.com have initiated the Department 

of Defense’s Online Tutoring Program -- Tutor.com for U.S. Military Families.  Launched at 

Dover Air Force Base, the DoD-funded online tutoring and homework help program is available 

24/7 to all eligible military members and their families at no cost.  Help is offered for students 

from kindergarten through college in English, math, social studies, and science.  Under the 2009 

New GI Bill, returning veterans from the Iraq-Middle East war can receive $100 a month for 12 

months for tutoring in addition to four years of college tuition costs. 
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Florida Update 
November 2010 
 

As reported in The Miami Herald, in the November elections, Florida voters defeated a 

Constitutional amendment that would have relaxed the class-size limits put into the State 

Constitution in 2002.  Although the amendment was supported by a majority of the electorate, a 

60-percent vote was required to win approval.  With the State facing a $2.5 billion deficit and the 

Republican Governor-elect and legislature vowing to reduce taxes, local school districts are now 

having to make difficult decisions to maintain class sizes within the 2002 limits.  It is estimated 

that maintaining smaller class sizes will cost the State $ 1 billion more this year. 

 

Florida has issued its first solicitation under its Race to the Top program: an Invitation to 

Negotiate (ITN) for a “Value Added Model for Measuring Student Learning Gains.”  With 

responses due on November 30, the ITN seeks qualified vendors to design, test, and implement 

value added measures of student academic performance in Florida’s public K-12 schools.  The 

products of this effort will eventually be incorporated into the personnel evaluation system 

established by each district and into teacher and principal preparation program evaluations. 

 

The Orlando Sentinel reports that the education priorities of incoming Florida Governor Rick 

Scott are strongly influenced by the Foundation for Florida’s Future, a group created by former 

Governor Jeb Bush.  These priorities include evaluating teachers based on student performance, 

a continued focus on school accountability, ensuring students leave high school prepared for 

college or the workforce, and offering more options for students outside traditional schools.  This 

means State legislators and education officials are likely to push for an expansion of charter 

schools, greater online learning opportunities, and State-supported vouchers for non-public 

schools.  The new Governor’s agenda may be hampered by Florida’s projected budget shortfall 

of $2.5 billion next year.  Scott has said he wants to reduce local property taxes by as much as 19 

percent and replace the local money with State funds. 
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Georgia Update 
November 2010 
 

According to The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 25 percent of the freshman entering Georgia’s 

colleges last Fall -- nearly 23,000 students -- took at least one remedial class and less than 60 

percent the University System’s students will graduate within six years.  It is estimated that 

University System of Georgia spends $22 million a year on these classes.  The Georgia 

Department of Education and the University System are taking a number of initiatives to reduce 

the number of students taking remedial classes and to increase college graduation rates.  State 

education officials are in the process of determining what college-readiness skills high school 

students must learn and how to measure this knowledge.  They anticipate targeting struggling 

students and providing extra help such that they will not need remediation in college. 

 

As reported in Education Week, Georgia officials have announced that the State’s high school 

graduation rate in 2010 was 80.8 percent -- up 17 percentage points since 2003 and an all-time 

high.  The rise is being attributed to the State’s policy of putting a graduation coach in every 

middle and high school to focus on at-risk students.  The State acknowledges that the official 

graduation rate is likely to drop significantly when Georgia begins calculating rates using a 

Federally-mandated method that better accounts for dropouts. 

 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reports that this Spring, only 52 percent of Georgia’s high 

school juniors passed their Math II End of Course Tests.  For the 80,000 students who failed the 

Math I and Math II tests, the State is providing Math III Support classes which will count as a 

full year of math toward the four years needed for graduation.  The Support classes will also help 

students -- including special education students -- with Math III which now includes advanced 

algebra, trigonometry, and statistics.  The State also offers a free, online course, provided by the 

Georgia Virtual School, to help students review Math I, II, and III.  Known as Mathematics 

ExPreSS Online, the course helps eleventh-graders prepare for the new Georgia High School 

Graduation Test. 
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Hawaii Update 
November 2010 
 

As reported in Education Week, Hawaii voters approved a ballot measure that is expected to lead 

to the abolition of the State’s elected school board.  The approved Constitutional amendment 

gives the Governor the authority to appoint school board members. 

 

Hawaii has put out a solicitation seeking qualified offerors to provide “School Improvement 

Services for Schools in Restructuring or in Need of Improvement.”  Expiring on January 14, 

2011, the RFQ cited a need for assistance in the following areas: 

1. School Leadership Development 

2. Standards-Based Education (Curriculum & Instruction) 

3. Professional Development 

4. Assessment System 

5. Monitoring of School Progress 

6. Family/Parent/Community Support 

The solicitation is available at: http://www4.hawaii.gov/bidfiles/RFP%20D11-

068%20TK%20Notice.htm 

 

http://www4.hawaii.gov/bidfiles/RFP%20D11-068%20TK%20Notice.htm
http://www4.hawaii.gov/bidfiles/RFP%20D11-068%20TK%20Notice.htm
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Idaho Update 
November 2010 
 

According to the Idaho Statesman, more than 69,000 Idaho students participated in summer 

reading programs this year, a nine percent increase over last year.  The Idaho Commission for 

Libraries says at least 131 libraries participated in the summer reading program with about 60 

percent reporting increases in student participation. 

 



  
©2010 Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

 

 
12 

Illinois Update 
November 2010 
 

The Chicago Tribune has reported that more than half of the schools in Illinois have failed to 

meet the benchmarks of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  And these include some of the 

best schools in the State.  New Trier, for example, has recorded some of its highest scores ever 

on the ACT college-entrance exam; but the school missed NCLB targets because of the 

performance of students with disabilities. 

 

The Chicago school district has received a $2.9 million grant from the Federal High School 

Graduation Initiative for FY 2010.  According to Education Week, the district plans to establish 

“acceleration institutes” at two high schools that will locate recent dropouts, try to convince them 

to return to school, and provide intensive academic and other support to help them earn their 

diplomas.  The “acceleration institutes” will offer returning students a specialized online 

curriculum to make up missed credits.  Literacy and math teachers will oversee the academics 

and social workers and community groups will provide counseling in life skills and career 

preparation.  Chicago already has alternative education programs to serve older students who are 

further behind in their credits.  The “acceleration institutes” will focus on more recent dropouts. 
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Kansas Update 
November 2010 
 

Kansas has become the 38
th

 state to adopt the Common Core State Standards for reading and 

math developed by the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School 

Officers.  State officials believe the national standards will minimize political debates over 

curriculum.  Each school district will still control its own curriculum but the State will set 

academic expectations for students based on the new standards.  Each State that adopts the 

Common Core Standards can add as much as 15 percent of its own content. 

 

As a result of population growth, more students getting free lunch, and lower Statewide property 

tax evaluations, the Kansas’ education budget faces a $50 million shortfall.  The result is likely 

to be a $75 per student cut in base State aid -- which is currently $4,012 per student.  But, 

because $200 million in Federal stimulus funds will expire after this school year, even greater 

cuts are likely -- as much as $300 per student.  Governor-elect Sam Brownback has said he will, 

upon taking office in January, freeze total State spending. 

 

Education Week reports that a coalition of 63 Kansas school districts has sued the State on the 

grounds that education funding cuts violate the State Constitution.  According to the districts, the 

legislature has cut money for K-12 schools by more than $303 million since the beginning of the 

nation’s economic downturn despite previous agreements to increase funding.  It is likely take at 

least three years before the State Supreme Court decides the case.  During that time, the State 

could change the school finance formula or increase funding making the case irrelevant. 
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Kentucky Update 
November 2010 
 

The U.S. Department of Education’s Investing in Innovation has awarded a $20 million grant to 

the Council for Opportunity in Education (COE) to be matched with a $4 million contribution 

from the GE Foundation.  COE’s efforts will be targeted on providing greater college access for 

low-income students in Erie, Pennsylvania and Louisville, Kentucky through a “system approach 

to deeply penetrate the lives of low-income, first-generation, and minority students.”  Students at 

three high schools in Louisville will get assistance from local colleges and businesses. 
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Louisiana Update 
November 2010 
 

The Beauregard Daily News reports that Louisiana has made significant changes in the State’s 

high school graduation requirements.  Starting with 2010-11 entering freshman, high school 

students will be required to participate in the LA CORE4 curriculum (four years each of English, 

math, science, and social studies) and take an additional Carnegie unit, a total of 24 credits, in 

order to graduate with a Louisiana High School diploma.  Students will also have to pass State-

mandated End-of-Course (EOC) tests in three of six subjects.  The EOC tests are replacing the 

Graduation Exit Exams (GEEs) which are still graduation requirements for tenth-, eleventh-, and 

twelfth-graders.  The EOC test scores -- for all students -- will be averaged in with a student’s 

classroom grade as part of the final class grade. 
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Maryland Update 
November 2010 
 

As reported on WBAL-TV, Maryland is at risk of losing the $250 million it was awarded under 

the Federal Race to the Top competition.  In its RTTT application, the State said its teacher 

evaluation system would be based 50 percent on student progress.  However, a legislative review 

committee has declared only 35 percent will be based on the performance of students.  Although 

there are no deadlines for a decision, the State has left it up to the U.S. Department of Education 

to decide if the difference is substantial enough to cut Maryland out of RTTT funding.  The 

Governor is considering using an Executive Order, if needed, to override the legislature. 

 

Over the last three years, leaders of the Baltimore City school district have continued an 

initiative intended to keep at-risk students in school.  As a result, the dropout rate has decreased 

in large part because of a sharp drop in the number of African-American males leaving school 

early.  As reported in Education Week, Baltimore City’s on-time graduation rate for Black males 

increased from 51 percent in 2006-07 to more than 57 percent in 2009-10 -- a 12.4 percent 

increase.  The district’s overall graduation rate rose, over the same period from 60 percent to 66 

percent -- a ten percent increase. 

 

As reported in The Baltimore Sun, the Baltimore City school district has proposed the launch of 

seven new charter schools and four transformation programs next year.  The proposed charters 

are: 

 Roots and Branches School -- grades K-5 with arts integrated into the curriculum; 

 Monarch Academy -- project-based learning in grades K-8; 

 The Baltimore Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Academy -- K-8 with 

a STEM focus (largely to relieve overcrowding in other City STEM charters); 

 E-Teach Prep Academy -- an all-male high school focusing on national and international 

business; 

 Rare Jewels Academy -- an all-female high school focusing on building girls’ self-

esteem; 
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 Futures Academy at Harlem Park -- a charter conversion of Harlem Park 

Elementary/Middle School with an integrated, themed curriculum; 

 Furman L. Templeton Preparatory Academy -- a charter conversion of Templeton 

Elementary School that would include a new curriculum and providing students with 

netbooks. 

The four proposed transformation programs, serving grades 6 through 12, include: 

 Global Purpose Academy -- a career-oriented school for boys; 

 The Baltimore Collegiate School for Boys -- an all-male college preparatory school 

 The Nursing Academy of Baltimore -- to prepare students for nursing careers; and 

 Western High School -- an expansion to include middle school grades with a college 

preparatory curriculum. 
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Massachusetts Update 
November 2010 
 

In a November 10 memo to all school districts in the State, Massachusetts school commissioner 

Mitchell Chester urged districts to focus on closing the achievement gap between regular 

students and English language learners (ELLs).  Achievement gaps between ELLs and non-ELLs 

widened between 2003 and 2009, despite the fact that, several years ago, Massachusetts added 

funding for ELLs to the State allocation formula.  The commissioner has asked districts to put 

ELLs high on their lists of budget priorities, particularly professional development for teachers 

working with ELLs.  Nearly 16,000 of Massachusetts 59,000 ELLs are in the Boston school 

district which recently settled a court case with an agreement to improve services for ELLs. 

 

The Boston Globe reports that district officials in Boston are having second thoughts about the 

experiment with smaller high schools funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  The 

results of the experiment thus far suggest that the smaller schools are more expensive to operate 

than the larger schools and that performance results are not impressive.  The district has 

proposed closing three of the smaller high schools at the Hyde Park complex because of low 

performance. 
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Minnesota Update 
November 2010 
 

The Minnesota Supreme Court has ruled that Minnesota schools must provide accommodations 

to allow students with disabilities to participate in after-school and extracurricular activities.  

According to the Beyond School blog on EducationWeek.com, the Court said that Federal rules 

do not limit required extracurricular activities to those of an academic nature.  The ruling gives 

disabled students an equal opportunity to participate in non-academic extracurricular and after-

school programs. 
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Nebraska Update 
November 2010 
 

The Omaha World-Herald reports that, according to new State data, achievement gaps between 

white and minority students in Nebraska have widened in the past year.  Results from the new 

Statewide reading assessment, taken by 147,000 Nebraska public school students, indicate that 

three-fourths of the State’s white students scored as proficient, while fewer than half of black, 

Hispanic, and American Indian students did so.  According to State officials, the new reading test 

caused an increase -- from 60 in 2008-09 to 182 last year -- in the number of Nebraska schools 

not meeting Federal No Child Left Behind benchmarks.  The State has also identified 42 schools 

as “persistently lowest-achieving” making them eligible for Federal School Improvement Grants. 

 



  
©2010 Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

 

 
21 

Nevada Update 
November 2010 
 

The State EdWatch blog on EducationWeek.com reports that Nevada’s incoming Governor Brian 

Sandoval has proposed some unconventional alternatives to raising taxes as a means of 

addressing the State’s budget problems.  Two such plans are to sell off some buildings and lease 

them back and to rechannel State school construction funds into the regular State budget.  Local 

officials have said that the construction money is needed for school repairs and renovations and 

that redirecting construction funds would damage schools’ credibility for future projects. 

 

The Denver Post reports that Dwight Jones has been selected to become superintendent of the 

Clark County (Las Vegas area) school district.  He has been State education commissioner in 

Colorado and, before that, superintendent of the 6,500-student Fountain-Fort Carson school 

district in Colorado. 
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New Hampshire Update 
November 2010 
 

According to the Concord Monitor, New Hampshire’s new school funding formula, adopted to 

satisfy a court order, is scheduled to become effective in July 2011.  However, some legislators 

have proposed postponing the formula’s implementation because it would increase State 

education funding by $140 million in the next budget.  State education officials have been telling 

districts that they should not expect significant changes in their State aid next year. 
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New Jersey Update 
November 2010 
 

According to the Daily Record, as of October 15, all public school districts in New Jersey were 

required to report to the State on the number of teachers rated as effective and post the 

information online.  Required under the Federal stimulus program, the identification of effective 

teachers is difficult because each district has its own measures for evaluating teacher 

performance.  The online information does not include the names of individual teachers. 

 

As reported in the State EdWatch blog on EducationWeek.com, a Rutgers-Eagleton survey has 

found that 70 percent of New Jersey citizens oppose tenure on the grounds that it is an obstacle 

to removing ineffective teachers.  Conversely, 63 percent of those polled oppose basing teacher 

pay on student test performance.  It has been suggested that the survey results might have been 

different if the question had made it clear that student test scores were only one factor in teacher 

evaluations. 

 

According to abcNews, the first phase of the $100 million effort by Facebook founder, Mark 

Zuckerberg, to remake the Newark school system will be underway from now until the end of 

the year.  Known as the Partnership for Education in Newark, the effort will make telephone 

calls and home visits, as well as focus groups, to get parents more involved in the educational 

process.  Costing about $1 million, this initial outreach effort will also involve ads on city buses, 

billboards, and meetings at cafes and churches. 
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New York Update 
November 2010 
 

A number of charter schools in New York, particularly those in the Albany area, have declined to 

participate in the Federal Race to the Top program for which the State received $700 million.  

These charters believe the small amount of money they would get from RTTT -- as little as 

$9,000 -- does not justify the loss of autonomy in such areas as hiring and firing staff.  Charter 

advocates across the State say that the RTTT money will benefit some charters that do not 

already have adequate academic and staff-performance evaluation systems. 

 

As reported in The New York Times, New York City’s Chancellor of education, Joel Klein, has 

resigned after eight years in the job.  Mr. Klein, who will go to work at the News Corporation, 

can claim a number of successes during his tenure, including higher test scores and graduation 

rates and the start of an objective system for evaluating schools and teachers.  Mr. Klein’s 

replacement, Cathleen Black, chairwoman of Hearst Magazines, has no education background 

(like Mr. Klein) and will, therefore, require a waiver from the State. 

 



  
©2010 Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

 

 
25 

Ohio Update 
November 2010 
 

The Columbus Dispatch reports that Governor-elect John Kasich has said he plans to abandon 

the education reforms of outgoing Governor Ted Strickland.  Specifically, Kasich plans to scrap 

the evidence-based model for distributing State aid to schools, a key component of Ohio’s 

winning application for $400 million in the Federal Race to the Top competition.  Strickland and 

others have suggested that the State’s RTTT money is at risk.  But the Governor-elect has said he 

continues to support high standards, evaluating teachers, data systems, and charter schools -- all 

important elements of RTTT.   

 

Of Ohio’s 528 school districts and charter schools that initially had agreed to participate in 

RTTT, only six had their scopes of work approved; 98 have been “approved with condition,” 396 

were “returned for revision,” and 28 have been withdrawn. 

 

As reported in the Chicago Tribune, many highly rated schools in Ohio are missing the 

increasingly rigorous academic performance benchmarks under the Federal No Child Left 

Behind Act.  Schools that fail to make adequate yearly progress for two consecutive years are 

placed in “School Improvement” status; but of the schools newly placed in “School 

Improvement” status, close to two-thirds are rated A+, A, or B by the State. 

 

The Toledo school district expects to receive $10.8 million as its share of Ohio’s Race to the Top 

award.  As part of its RTTT project, the district is planning a teacher incentive program in two 

chronically struggling high schools -- Scott and Woodward -- and in their feeder elementary and 

middle schools.  According to the Toledo Blade, teachers in these schools could receive financial 

bonuses based on students’ improvement on end-of-year testing.  Teachers whose students fail to 

show improvement over a to-be-determined time period would receive extra training (or even be 

fired depending on the program’s final plan). 

 

The Columbus Dispatch reports that the rural, 700-student Mississinawa school district will be 
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pilot testing a plan by which students will be taught over the Internet during “calamity” days -- 

usually inclement weather.  As part of Ohio’s budget bill, the State is allowing only three 

calamity days this year instead of the traditional five, which, at the same time, the State is 

considering expanding the school year. 
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Oklahoma Update 
November 2010 
 

In the November elections, Oklahoma voters soundly defeated State Question 744 which would 

have provided $830 million in school funding to raise the State’s per-pupil funding by $1,300 to 

at least the average of neighboring states.  Oklahoma’s new schools superintendent, Janet 

Barresi, has said that her first action, when she takes office in January, will be a full audit of 

Education Department spending. 
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Oregon Update 
November 2010 
 

The Oregonian reports that Oregon has adopted the Common Core State Standards developed by 

the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers.  The 

language arts standards were approved by a unanimous 6-0 vote of the State Board of Education.  

The math standards were debated before getting a 4-3 final approval.  A State analysis indicates 

that about half of the State’s current elementary math content would remain the same under the 

new standards.  Another 25 percent or so of the adopted standards would be new or presented 

differently.  And 20 percent of the new elementary math standards would be content currently 

taught in middle or high school. 

 

Oregon’s funding for special education in the 2010-11 school year is down by $19 million 

compared with the previous year.  Because Federal law requires states to maintain special 

education funding from year to year, Oregon could lose $19 million in Federal special education 

money in 2011-12 -- a 15 percent cut.  Oregon plans to request a Federal waiver of the 

requirement based on “uncontrollable circumstances” and “unforeseen decline in the financial 

resources” of the State.  Five other states -- Alabama, Iowa, Kansas, South Carolina, and West 

Virginia -- have requested similar waivers.  To receive the waiver from the U.S. Department of 

Education, Oregon must show that special education is not getting a larger percentage reduction 

than other State programs.  If a waiver is granted for the 2010-11 school year, the State’s special 

education funding must at least match the 2009-10 level, a difficult standard to meet given 

Oregon’s estimated $3.2 billion budget shortfall for the 2011-13 biennium.  

 

The Oregonian also reports that Oregon is one of eight states (California, Colorado, Louisiana, 

Maryland, New York, Ohio, and Tennessee are the others) to agree to follow the 

recommendations of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education for revising 

teacher education in the State.  The Council says teacher education programs should shift 

emphasis from academic coursework to practical classroom experience. 
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Pennsylvania Update 
November 2010 
 

The U.S. Department of Education’s Investing in Innovation has awarded a $20 million grant to 

the Council for Opportunity in Education (COE) to be matched with a $4 million contribution 

from the GE Foundation.  COE’s efforts will be targeted on providing greater college access for 

low-income students in Erie, Pennsylvania and Louisville, Kentucky through a “system approach 

to deeply penetrate the lives of low-income, first-generation, and minority students.”  Students at 

three high schools in Erie will get assistance from local colleges and businesses. 

 

The Philadelphia School Partnership is a new collaborative among schools (public, private, 

charter), business leaders, foundations, and City leaders.  Funded with $16 million from 

anonymous sources, the Partnership has established a five-year goal to raise $100 million in 

donations and to invest in initiatives that will improve student performance.  According to the 

Parents & the Public blog on EducationWeek.com, the Partnership plans to monitor schools’ 

student achievement and invest in the most promising strategies. 

 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reports that next semester, as part of a three-year, $14 million 

School Improvement Grant, the Pittsburgh school district will be implementing two-hour, twice-

a-week after-school classes for students who fail a core course.  Known as “Period 10,” the 

program will be required for all ninth- and tenth-graders who fail any core course.  Projected to 

cost $3.4 million over three years, “Period 10” will run for ten weeks (February 2 to April 13) in 

five high schools -- Pittsburgh Brashear, Langley, Oliver, Perry, and Westinghouse.  The classes 

will include English 1 and 2, algebra, geometry, biology, chemistry, and civics; a special 

education teacher will also be available at each school.  

 

Education Week reports that Mark Roosevelt, Superintendent of the Pittsburgh school district 

will be stepping down after five years.  He is a finalist for the presidency of Antioch College in 

Ohio.  Mr. Roosevelt has helped the district win a $37.4 million grant from the Federal Teacher 

Incentive Fund and a $40 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to improve 
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teacher effectiveness. 
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Rhode Island Update 
November 2010 
 

The Providence Journal reports that in 2007, nearly 63 percent of Rhode Island high school 

graduates who enrolled at the Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) required remedial or 

“developmental” classes.  Up slightly from the 60 percent in 2005 and 2006, the number is 

consistent with the national average of 60 percent as measured by the Community College 

Research Center at Columbia University.  The number of entering CCRI students who need 

remediation has not gone down despite high school initiatives, initiated in 2003, to make 

academic standards more rigorous and to provide more instructional support for students. 

 

Also according to The Providence Journal, Rhode Island is considering implementation of a two-

tiered high school diploma system.  The plan is, at least in part, a response to the more rigorous 

graduation requirements that take effect in 2012.  A detailed plan was introduced for discussion 

at the November 4 meeting of the State’s Board of Regents, with public hearings to be held in 

the coming months. 

 

The Providence Journal reports that Rhode Island’s 15 charter schools currently serve more than 

3,000 students.  Expansion of the State’s charter schools was a critical element of Rhode Island’s 

winning $75 million application under the Federal Race to the Top competition.  But the State’s 

Education Commissioner, Deborah Gist, says Rhode Island’s charter schools must meet higher 

academic standards then traditional public schools, a reasonable requirement because charters are 

given greater flexibility. 
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Tennessee Update 
November 2010 
 

The Chattanooga Times Free Press reports that, starting next year, students’ scores on the 

Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) must count toward their course grades.  

State legislation passed this past Spring mandated that TCAP scores account for 15 to 25 percent 

of students’ letter grades.  The law is intended to get students to take the TCAP more seriously. 

 



  
©2010 Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

 

 
33 

Texas Update 
November 2010 
 

The Texas Tribune reports that Texas has seen an increase in efforts to improve high school 

graduation rates in the form of graduation coaches and online credit recovery courses.  Although 

the State does not regulate credit recovery courses, it is clear that their number has increased 

dramatically in recent years.  Last school year, Houston (6,000), Dallas (4,000), and Austin 

(4,000) reported large numbers of credit recovery students.  Some State officials have expressed 

concern that some districts are using credit recovery courses as an easy way of allowing students 

to avoid a rigorous regular curriculum.  The State has also seen a rapid growth in “dropout 

recovery” charter schools targeted exclusively for at-risk students. 

 

The Houston Chronicle reports that the Houston school district, in an effort to cut costs, plans to 

cut hours for summer school next and will likely charge tuition for some enrichment programs 

for advanced students.  The district might also cap the number of students they enroll in summer 

school programs, giving priority to the lowest-performing students.  In elementary and middle 

schools, the summer school day will be only four hours (vs. six hours this year).  The summer 

hours for high school students will be flexible with most courses offered online.  Funding for the 

summer school program next year will come from $14 million in Federal stimulus money. 
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Utah Update 
November 2010 
 

The Salt Lake Tribune reports that Utah is a participant in the 31- state SMARTER Balanced 

Assessment Consortium that has been selected to develop and implement computer-adaptive 

tests as part of a new testing system.  To be in place by 2014-15, the new tests are expected to be 

compatible with the new Common Core State Standards and to replace Utah’s Criterion-

Referenced Tests (CRTs) now given at the end of each school year.  Although the Consortium 

has not yet determined which company will develop the tests, the tests will provide much more 

comprehensive information to teachers, students and parents. 

 

The Salt Lake Tribune also reports that both Utah’s legislature and its Department of Education 

are working on plans to assign letter grades to schools based, at least in part, on students’ 

academic performance.  Utah officials are using as a model the system used in Florida under 

Governor Jeb Bush; Florida improved student achievement using a number of reforms including 

the grading of schools.  The school grading plan is expected to precede other Utah reforms 

including smaller class sizes, more teacher professional development, and expanded 

preschool/full-day kindergarten. 
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Virginia Update 
November 2010 
 

Virginia Governor Bob McDonnell has ordered a review of the State’s textbook adoption process 

after a three-teacher panel approved a fourth-grade history book that inaccurately says thousands 

of African-Americans fought for the Confederacy during the Civil War.  The book’s author says 

she used Internet resources which it appears were written by the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  

The textbook publisher has distributed stickers so teachers can cover up the inaccuracies. 
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West Virginia Update 
November 2010 
 

The New America Foundation reports that the West Virginia State legislature has yet to re-

appropriate the $55 million received by the State from the Federal Education Jobs Fund, making 

it difficult for schools to spend the money quickly.  The State plans to use the money to 

reimburse school districts for costs of tutoring, teacher training, pre-school programs, and after-

school and summer programs.  Until an official appropriation is made, districts will have to 

borrow funds to cover the costs. 
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Wisconsin Update 
November 2010 
 

According to the Green Bay Press Gazette, Wisconsin State school superintendent, Tony Evers, 

has proposed a major overhaul of the State education funding structure.  Known as “Fair Funding 

for our Future,” the plan calls for: 

 a minimum of $3,000 per student in State aid each year; 

 additional money for students in poverty; 

 increases in State aid by two percent in 2011-12 and four percent in 2012-13 (a total of 

$400 million); 

 ensuring that no school district loses more than ten percent of its State aid in any year; 

and 

 a hold-harmless provision in 2012-13 such that no district would receive less than it 

would have received without the proposal. 

 

According to thenorthwestern.com, the Oshkosh school district is using $295,000 in Federal 

Title I stimulus funds to support math support services in four low-performing schools.  Budget 

cuts had reduced the general fund allocations for Oakwood, Carl Traeger, Lakeside, and Green 

Meadow schools.  In addition, the Oshkosh district is allocating $300,000 for the training of 

every K-5 teacher to provide math intervention.  As of November 1, 53 had been trained with 

another 158 teachers to be trained over the remainder of the 2010-11 school year. 
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Wyoming Update 
November 2010 
 

A new report from the Wyoming Department of Education has determined that there are too few 

teachers and too many administrators in Wyoming schools.  According to the Billings Gazette, 

the report found that the State’s 48 school districts have 154 more administrators and 583 fewer 

teachers than recommended by the State’s funding model.  Districts are not required to follow 

the State’s model. 

 

 


