


and parasites is clean and sanitary living
conditions.

1. Clean, disinfect and leave the house
open about a week between broods of birds.

2. use about 3 inches of litter on the
floor. Recommended litters are cane fiber,
wood shavings, crushed corn cobs and peanut
hulls. Stir the litter once a week to keep it
dry and loose.

3. Each bird needs 3 square feet of
floor space. Crowding the birds encourages
cannibalism, feather picking, increases heat
in summer and lowers egg production.

4. Do not put young pullets in the
house with old hens. Diseases and parasites
may spread from the old birds to the young.

5. Provide 4 to 6 inches of feeder
space to lower competition between birds and
to keep up egg production.

6. One inch of water space per bird IS

important in furnishing the laying hen with
sufficient water. Water increases feed ef
ficiency, egg production and assists in regu
lating the body temperature.

7. Furnish one nest for every four
birds. Most producers prefer individual nests
because the closed community nest is hot,
eggs get dirty, broken and usually there are
more floor eggs.

8. When a nonlayer is noticed, take
her out of the flock at once. With the well
bred birds of today, it is not necessary to
catch and cull the hens. Sight cull while
feeding and watering the hens.

CAGE OPERATION

A hen in a cage depends on the producer
for food, water and proper living conditions.
Small oversights cost many producers their
profi ts.

1. Keep a profitable bird in every
cage.

2. Start chicks every 4 months to keep
ample replacements. When there is an excess

of pullets, put two in a cage until enough
cages are available to place one in a cage.

3. Replacement pullets 14 to 20 weeks
old can be purchased. If this method is used,
make certain the pullets have been 'vaccirtated
for Newcastle, bronchitis and fowl pox.

4. Keep water before the birds at all
times. Let the birds clean th~ feed troughs
once a day so old feed will not accumulate.
Do not leave the birds without feed for more
than 1 hour.

5. Clean the cage house only one time,
preferably during the fall or winter. This
will allow the manure to cone up again before
hot weather, and will decrease the problem of
wet d~oppings.

6. A regular spraying program is ne
cessary to control flies. Spray the droppings
once a week and if wet spots occur spray them
more often. For flies and other parasites
see Extension Service L-256, fexas Guide for
Controlling External Parasites of Livestock
Poultry.

7. Control leaks in the water system.
A small amount of water on the manure will
encourage flies.

8. The a-inch cage is the recommended
size for one-bird cages. Many producers use
the 10-inch cage, but usually they intend to
put two birds in this size cage.

9. Diseases and parasites continue to
attack caged layers. The producer should be
alert to these possibilities so prevention and
treatment practices can be applied.

10. The cage house should be well venti
lated during the summer. Open the sides of
the house as much as possible. Hens in cages
suffer more from heat than birds on the floor.

11. Each individual must study his situ
ation and work out a sound culling program
that best fits the operation. The price of
eggs, cull birds, cost of replacements and
rate of lay must be considered before culling
a bird. Only sick birds should be taken out
until 4 months of production has been reached.
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