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~OASTAL BERMUDAGRASS produces
more forage for grazing, hay or silage
than Common Bermuda. It has longer,
larger leaves and grows more upright,
making it a more desirable hay plant.
Coastal begins growth earlier in the
spring, grows later in the fall and is
more resistant to drouth and diseases
than Common Bermuda.

Coastal Bermuda must be started
from sprigs (underground stems called
rhizomes) because this hybrid rarely
produces viable seed. Fresh sprigs are
essen tial for establishment of Coastal,
and a nursery provides the most practi
cal means of getting them at low cost.

Anyone planning to make sizable
plantings of Coastal should have his
own nursery or nave access to one
nearby. In 12 to 15 months, a 1/3
acre nursery with good growing con
ditions will provide sprigs for plant
ing 15 to 20 acres. One acre of nursery
can furnish enough sprigs to plant 45
to 60 acres from one harvest.

LOCATIONS of nurseries should be
on sandy or sandy loam soils. Sprigs
are difficult to remove from heavy
soils, and generally they develop better
on the lighter soils. The nursery
site should be as free as possible
from weeds, Common Bermuda and other
grasses, because they hinder the es
tablishment of Coastal Bermuda, and
are likely to be carried to the field
with the sprigs. Fallowing the nursery
site for one growing season before
the grass is planted will often be
desirable.

SEEDBEDS for nurseries should
be clean and firm and prepared as
well as for cotton or corn. The area
should be flat when it is ready for

planting, since beds or furrows make
harvesting difficult.

Fertilizer should be placed in
the drill 3 to 4 inches below and the
same distance to the side of the row
where the sprigs are to be planted.
Broadcast application of fertilizer
encourages weed and weedy grass growth.
The nursery should be fertilized lib
erally. Asoil test will best determine
the type and amount of fertilizer
needed. Many soils will need ferti
lizer applied at the rate of 30-60-60;
some will need more and others will
require no potash. When the Coastal
runners begin to cover the middles,
the nursery should be topdressed with
60 pounds of nitrogen per acre when
the soil is moist. This topdressing
should be repeated when the top growth
is removed for hay.

PLANTINGS are made in 3 to 3~

foot rows with the sprigs placed 12
to 18 inches apart in the row. The 12
inch spacing requires about 9 bushels
for 1/3 acre or 27 bushels for 1 acre;
the 18-inch spacing would take about
5 bushels for 1/3 acre and 15 bushels
for 1 acre.

Each sprig should have at least
three nodes or joints. The ideal sprig
placement is for one end to be placed
as deeply as possible, with the other
end at or barely above the surface.
Best covering depth for sprigs dropped
flat is 2 inches. Sprigs covered as
much as 4 inches may never begin growth.

Sprigs may be pushed into the·
soil with a notched stick, such as
used in planting sweet potato slips,
with a dibble such as used in planting
pine trees or with a hoe or shovel.
When the sprigs are planted, the soil
should be firmed around them with the



foot. A faster method of planting is
to place the sprigs in a shallow fur
row, firm the soil around them with
the foot and cover by hand or with a
sweep. The row should be packed with
a tractor wheel to prevent drying out.
The sprigs should be covered as soon
as possible after placement. Bermuda
grass sprig planters and vegetable or
tree transplanters may be used. Broad
casting sprigs or green stems and
covering wi th a disk followed by cult i
packing is suggested only where the
nursery can be irrigated immediately
after planting.

Sprigs should be kept cool and
moist and planted as soon as possible
after digging. The drier the sprigs,
the lower the viability. If the sprigs
have become dry after digging, they
should be soaked in water 12 to 20
hours immediately before planting.
Sprigs should be planted only in moist
soil. If the soil is dry, irrigating
or hill watering will be necessary.

WEEDS may be controlled by cul
tivation until the Coastal runners
begin to meet in the middles. Then
the nursery may be mowed as needed for
weed control. Grazine the Coastal
Bermudaerass nursery is not recommend
ed. Livestock will bring seeds of
weeds and other grasses into the nurs
ery. When the nursery has reached a
height of 14 to 16 inches, it may be
cut for hay. Following cutting, the
nursery should be topdressed with
nitrogen when the soil is moist.

HARVESTING may take place when
the nursery has had one good season
of growth. Top growth should be re
moved by mowing and raking, or by

burning, before digging the sprigs.
Spring-tooth or chisel-type field
cultivators are satisfactory for dig
ging sprigs. The teeth are spaced to
allow furrows about 12 inches apart.
The nursery may be plowed in' one di
rection, then at right angles to the
first plowing and last, diagonally.
Then the sprigs may be put in windrows
with a side delivery rake with teeth
set to penetrate light soil about 2
inches. Windrows may be turned to
shake the soil from the sprigs. After
the sprigs are picked up, plowing and
raking may be repeated to get addi tional
sprigs. Spring-tooth harrows and disk
plows also may be used in digging the
sprigs.

Enough sprigs will remain after
harvest to re-establish the nursery.
The ideal time to refertilize the
nursery is immediately after harvest.
The fertilizer should be applied ac
cording to a soil test and the area
leveled by disking.

Where practical, only enough
sprigs for ~ day's planting should be
dug at one time. When sprigs are to
be planted near where they are dug,
they may be placed in the shade and
kept moist. When sprigs are to be
hauled for several hours, they should
be placed in large burlap or paper
bags as soon as possible after digging
to retain moisture. If sprigs are piled
for bulk shipment, piles more than 12
inches deep should be wet down and
turned frequently to prevent heating.

Take-care of your nursery; it
can be worth hundreds of dollars to
you.
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TEXAS AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION SERVICE
G. G. GIBSON. DIRECTOR. COLLEGE STATION. TEXAS

Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and Home Economics, The Texas A. & M. College System and the
United States Department of Agriculture cooperating. Distributed in furtherance of the Acts of Congress
of May 8, 1914, as amended, and June 30, 1914.


	l0193a 0001
	l0193a 0002

