














Harmful Effects to Fish

The penetration of large numbers of cercariae
into a fish can cause death to a fish (figure 17). Cysts
that localize in a spot of vital function cause prob
lems. Some grubs locate in particular organs and are
harmful when in abundant numbers. A few eye grubs
will not kill a fish but many will cause blindness and
eventual death. A few white grubs may not noticeably
affect a fish but many will slow growth, lower the
condition or plumpness of the fish, and leave the fish
more susceptible to a variety of diseases.

Figure 17. A dying catfish with a massive infestation
of fish grubs.

Prevention and Control
Prevention of grub parasites requires avoidance

of introduction of the parasite and alteration of the
pond environment to discourage snails and birds.
Care should be taken not to introduce snails or in
fected fish when stocking a pond. Since snails eat

aquatic plants, reducing submerged vegetation
would aid in reducing snail numbers. Deep pond
edges and chemical applications for aquatic weed
control reduce vegetation. Deep pond edges also
help discourage birds that wade in shallow water.
This will not prevent diving types such as cormorants,
however.

Control methods often require the elimination of
the birds or snails to break the cycle. Many chemicals
have been produced that effectively kill snails but
unfortunately, the levels at which most chemicals are
used will also kill fishes. Although some chemicals,
such as copper sulfate, have been employed with
occasional success, snail control is not complete and
the snails repopulate in a short period of time. Some
success has been noted by stocking fishes, such as
the red ear sunfish, which feed on snails and thereby
reduce snail numbers.

Bird control is difficult because the birds are mi
gratory and killing the birds is illegal.

Draining or drying of the pond is probably the only
effective control method. for grubs. The time required
to get the pond back into production of harvestable
fishes is a disadvantage of this method. Draining of
large bodies of water such as reservoirs is impracti
cal. Fall drawdown in lakes and ponds probably helps
to reduce grub problems by reducing growth of aqua
tic plants.

Consumer Rejection
Although fish grubs are not a threat to human

health, the ugliness of the yellow grub causes rejec
tion by the fishermen or consumer. The other grubs
are usually removed by conventional dressing.
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