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LMOST EVERYONE enjoys the natural 
beauty of wild animals. Many individuals like 
to hunt and fish. This pUblication explains 
possibilities for increasing your farm or ranch 
income through management and harvest of 
fish and wildlife resources on your land. 

Money-making 
Opportunities 

All wild animals in Texas are the property 
of the people living in this State. Game animals, 
including birds, fish and mammals, either dead 
or alive, cannot be sold. However, landowners 
may lease their land or water legally for hunt
ing and fishing privileges. This is the primary 
method of realizing economic return from man
agement of fish or game. 

UNTING LEASES 
The landowner must decide whether lease 
ngements will be made with individuals or 

rroups and whether the leasing will be done 
by the day, weekend, season or period of years. 

In Texas, the most common type of hunt
Ing lease is a hunting season lease of the entire 
farm or ranch. The second most common type 

a seasonal lease of certain pastures of the 
farm or ranch. Hunting permits often are sold 
by the day or weekend also. 

The majority of hunting leases are for 
eer hunting, but often hunters are allowed to 

EDWIN H. COOPER 

Extension Specialist 
in 

Wildlife Conservation 

The A.gricultural and 
Mechanical College 

of Texas 

hunt wild turkey, quail, doves, squirrels and 
other game species in season. A lease may be 
developed for hunting any kind of animal as 
long as federal and state hunting regulations 
are not violated. A greater variety of animals 
available increases the income potential. 

Fees charged for hunting leases may be 
determined by the landowner or in bargaining 
sessions between the landowner and the pro
spective hunters. The size of the hunting lease, 
variety and abundance of game available, num
ber of hunters to be accommodated, camping 
facilities available to hunters and accessibility 
of the lease are factors to take into considera
tion when determining the fee for the lease. 

The following list indicates estimated aver
age fees which have been charged for hunting 
leases and permits in Texas. 

• Seasonal hunting leases where deer are 
present and where hunting is "excellent": $100-
150 per hunter. 

• Seasonal hunting leases where deer are 
present and where hunting is "good": $75-100 
per hunter. 

• Seasonal hunting leases where deer are 
present and where hunting is "fair": $15-75 
per hunter. 

• Day hunting where deer are present and 
hunting is "excellent": $15-25 per hunter. 

• Day hunting where deer are present and 
hunting is "fair to good": $5-15 per hunter. 
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• Seasonal hunting lease for small game 
animals only (quail, doves, squirrels, etc.): 
$10-50 per hunter. 

• Day hunting for ducks and geese: $3-15 
per hunter. • 

• Day hunting for small game animals 
only (quail, doves, squirrels, etc.): $1-3 per 
hunter. 

Maximum income can be obtained on 
property having an abundance of game animals. 
The landowner should decide whether to man
age wildlife to increase production and obtain 
a higher income or merely to lease hunting 
rights for the existing annual wildlife crop. 
If no management practices are conducted, the 
time and expenses involved are negligible. 
Hunters usually are willing to build hunting 
cabins and blinds at their own expense on 
long-term leases. 

If deer and wild turkey are actively man
aged, certain wooded or brushy areas are needed 
for cover and livestock numbers should be kept 
at a level that insures adequate growth of 
weeds, grasses and browse for wildlife foods. 

For waterfowl management; water levels 
must be maintained in water areas and food 
plant production in ponds, lakes, marshes and 
fields. 

Quail and dove need native weeds, berries 
and grasses for food, and low, brushy cover 
for protection. Some fallow discing and ferti
lization are desirable. 

Squirrel management calls for the keeping 
of den trees and food-producing trees. Timber 
stand improvement practices should be modi
fied to favor good squirrel populations. 

With proper planning, the time and money 
you spend for production of wildlife will be 
much less than your income from leases. Fre
quently, hunters are willing to pay for wildlife 
management practices in addition to the lease 
fee. 

Landowners and hunters entering into 
lease agreements should understand and agree 
fully to all provisions. For a suggested lease 
agreement form, ask your local county agri
cultural agent for L-461, Hunting Leases. 
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When hunting leases are sold, the land
owner is required to obtain a shooting preserve 
license. This license can be obtained from the 
Texas Game and Fish Commission, Austin. The 
fee is $5 per year. 

FISHING PERMITS 

There are about twice as many fishermen 
as there are hunters in Texas. Even though 
top-quality fish may be purchased for 45 cents 
to 75 cents per pound, fishermen spend an 
estimated $2 per pound to catch them them
selves. 

Fishing clubs are popular in Texas. Groups 
of business associates, friends and families pay 
good fees for exclusive fishing rights in ponds 
and small lakes belonging to farmers and ranch
men. A pond or lake, depending on its size, 
location, available facilities and fish production 
may bring in $1,000 or more per year when 
leased to a fishing club. 

Another common method of obtaining in
come from fish ponds or lakes is the sale of 
fishing privileges to individuals or groups for 



1 day or a weekend. Some pond and lake 
owners charge 50 cents to $1 per person for 
l-day permits. Some charge 50 cents to $2 
per car for 1 day of fishing. If the pond owner 
provides a boat, additional charges of 50 cents 
to $2 per day are common. 

Picnic facilities, overnight campsites and 
cabins are other facilities offering the pond 
or lake owner a source of revenue. Where 
large numbers of fishermen use a pond or lake, 
the sale of refreshments and fishing bait can 
be profitable. 

Fishermen will stop fishing a pond or lake 
unless fishing is good. To maintain good fish
ing, certain management practices are neces
IIry. 

Ponds should be stocked with the right 
kinds and numbers of fish. Fish for stocking 
purposes may be obtained from either the state 
or federal fish hatcheries serving Texas. Appli
cation cards for fish are available from local 
game wardens, county agents, your local Soil 
Conservation Service, or you can write to the 
Texas Game and Fish Commission, Austin, or 
the Regional Headquarters, U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Fertilization of farm ponds, aquatic plant 
control, proper fish harvesting and other man
agement practices should be considered. The 
average pond or small lake can be properly 
managed for as little as $15 to $50 per year. 
The potential fishing permit income usually is 
much greater than management costs. 

For more complete information on pond 
management, ask your county agent for B-213, 
Improve Your Farm Fish Pond. 

The raising and sale of fish baits, includ
iDg minnows, earthworms and crickets, is 
profitable in many areas. Some individuals 
raise bait as a full-time and profitable occupa
tion, especially near large, popular bodies of 
fishing water. 

Bait production requires more time and 
capital investment than most prospective opera
tors anticipate. Several years may be required 
to establish the business on a paying basis. 

Minnow production is the most expensive 
of the bait operations. Ponds of certain 

dimensions, adequate source of water available 
at all times, pumps, nets, seines, minnow feed, 
holding troughs, transportation equipment and 
labor are costly items. Adequate equipment, 
sound advice and good markets are essential 
for successful operations. Many prospective 
minnow raisers have found it helpful to visit 
established minnow hatcheries to observe their 
facilities and operating procedures. 

Persons engaged in selling minnows, fish, 
shrimp or other aquatic bait products are· re
quired to purchase a bait dealer license ($2 per 
year) from the Texas Game and Fish Com
mission, Austin. 

Raising earthworms and crickets requires 
less investment capital and labor, often less 
than $100. Earthworms retail for 1 cent to 
1% cents each. Thousands of worms can be 
produced in a small area. Feeding, sheltering, 
pest control, packaging and marketing are 
matters of most importance. 

Publications on raising bait are available 
from county agricultural agents, the Texas 
Game and Fish Commission, Austin, and from 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Gov
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
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PROMOTION OF YOUR PRODUCTS 

One in every four persons (age 12 and 
over) in Texas is a hunter, fisherman or both. 
Sportsmen spend about $165,000,000 in Texas 
each year. These figures indicate a great in
terest in wildlife. What can be done to let 
sportsmen know of your wildlife facilities? 

• Advertise in your local newspaper and 
in metropolitan newspapers. 
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• Inform your local chamber of commerce 
of your facilities. Out-of-town sportsmen 
usually go to the Chamber of Commerce for 
such information. 

• Advertise in state-wide magazines. 
Texas sportsmen average driving about 800 
miles each year to and from hunting and fish
ing areas. 

• Contact sportsmen's clubs-there are 
hundreds of them in Texas, all with members 
looking for places to hunt and fish. 

• Talk about your wildlife facilities to 
your friends, neighbors and relatives. 

• Print circulars and send them to cham
bers of commerce in other towns. Leave some 
circulars at public fishing camps, hotels and 
motels. 

• Inform sports editors of large news
papers. They often list such facilities in their 
columns. 

• As in any business, satisfied customers 
are good advertisement. Treat sportsmen well 
and they will return with their friends. 



Assistance Available 
Several state and federal agencies are 

."auau'!!: to assist you with planning wildlife 
unJlllT~LIII" and solving specific problems. Fol

is such a list: 

• Agricultural Extension Service 

State headquarters: The Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Texas, Col
lege Station. 

Local representatives: County agricul
tural agents and home demonstration 
agents, with offices usually in the 
county courthouse or agriculture build
ing. 

Types of assistance: Provide publica
tions, films, slide sets, radio tapes and 
television programs on wildlife; coordi-: 
nate 4-H wildlife demonstrations; assist 
with solving specific management prob
lems; help plan long-range county wild
life programs with local people. 

• Texas Game and Fish Commission 
State headquarters: Walton Building, 
Austin. 

Local representatives: State game 
wardens; State wildlife and aquatic 
biologists; wildlife management area 
supervisors and personnel; fish hatch
ery personnel. 

Types of assistance: Assist with wild
life conservation education; conduct re
search on area wildlife problems; legal 
matters involving wildlife, including 
game and fish harvest regulations and 
enforcement of regulations; wildlife 

census work; management practice 
recommendations; provide films, slide 
sets, pUblications (from Information
Education Division, State Headquar
ters) ; sale of licenses; provide fish for 
stocking ponds; wildlife restoration. 

• U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Federal headquarters: Washington 25, 
D. C. 

Regional headquarters (includes Tex
as): Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Local representatives: Wildlife biolo
gists; federal game management 
agents; fish hatchery personnel; preda
tor and rodent control personnel. 

Types of assistance: Provide publica
tions and films (lists of all wildlife 
publications, the publications them
selves and films are available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing
ton 25, D. C.); wildlife census work, 
especially migratory animals such as 
waterfowl, doves, etc.; enforcement of 
federal game regulations; predator and 
rodent control work (in cooperation 
with local county agricultural agents) ; 
fish for stocking ponds (applications 
available from Regional Headquarters 
or local county agents) ; research. 

• Other Agencies 

Local Soil Conservation Service per
sonnel 

Local Agricultural Stabilization and 
Conservation Committee personnel 
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Your County 

EXTENSION AGENTS 
can furnish you the latest information on farm
ing, ranching and homemaking. They represent 
both The Texas A. & M. College System and the 
United States Department of Agriculture in your 
county. 

Most county extension agents have their offices 
in the county courthouse or agriculture building. 
They welcome your visit, calls or letters for 
assistance. 

This publication is one of many prepared by the 
Texas Agricultural Extension · Service to present 
up-to-date, authoritative information, based on 
results of research. Extension publications are 
available from your local agents or from the 
Agricultural Information Office, 
College Station, Texas. 

• • • • • • • • 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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