
MP-439 

• MOllogelllellt llltellt of 

• 8111011 ?:illlberiolld OWllers 

• ill 80st ?:exos 

LIBRARY ,~.,~~ 

A & M COLLEGE OF TEXAS 
CCllEG£ STATION, TEXAS 

MAY 1960 

TEXAS AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 
R . D. LEWIS, DIRECTOR , COLLEGE STATION. TEXAS 

in cooperation with the 
UNlTED STinTS DEPlf8TMENT OF IfGBIC{fll'lfBE 



OKLA. 

ARK. 

LEGEND 
-= Western boundary 
~ of commercial 

t.imber area 

'4//Iq;//!- National forest 
boundary 

• Study sample 
unit location 

Percent of area 
ijn small ownerships: 

:::: 0-20 
.&1 21-40 
_41-60 
~,~ 61-80 
- .. i 81-100 

Figure 1. Commercial timber area of 
showing major areas of small oWD'~11111 
area boundary from the U. S. Forest 
as Forest Service. Sample areas 
ber Resources Review" of the U. S. 
show where records were taken 
this study. Areas of ownership 
collected from county tax records. 

The ownership pattern of Texas commercial forest lands shows two distinct areas. N 
area of predominantly small ownerships. More than 80 percent of the land is in ownerships of 
acres. Much of this area was cleared for farming at one time. Although much has reverted to 
the past 20 years, the ownership tracts continue to be small. Most of the Southeast Texas area was 
up into small tracts for farming, and less than half the total area of many counties is in farmland. 
tracts may be numerous, the total area represented is small with only some 21 to 40 percent in 
Large, heavily timbered ownerships, usually more than 5,000 acres, account for most of the land 
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TABLE 1. PRIVATE LAND OWNERSHIP IN THE COMMERCIAL TIMBER AREA OF 
EAST TEXAS, 1955 

Size class, Number Percent Acres Percent 
acres of acres of owners of acres 

1-20 64,976 47.5 504,700 3.6 
21-120 52,319 38.2 3,077,200 22.0 
121-320 14,537 10.6 2,759,100 19.7 
321-640 3,014 2.2 1,368,200 9.8 
641-1000 909 0.7 717,900 5.1 
1001-2500 759 0.6 L139,900 8.1 
2501-5000 148 0.1 498,900 3.6 
5001 &: over 153 0.1 3,940,000 28.1 
Total 136,815 100.0 14,005,900 100.0 

acres and over, hold 55 percent of 
the total acreage (Table 1). Over 
one-fourth of the private lands is 
owned in tracts of more than 5,000 
acres. 

Small ownerships are defined as 
those tracts of 21 to 5,000 acres. 
Holdings of 20 acres or less usu
ally have no commercial timber 
and tracts with more than 5,000 
acres generally meet their timber 
management problems in a satis
factory manner, according to the 
"Tim ber Resources Review" of the 
U . S. Forest Service. Problems of 
management are more acute on 
small holdings) or on those of 21 
to 5,000 acres. Sixty-eight percent 
of the privately held land in the 

area is accounted for in these small 
holdings (Table 2) . Additional de
tails on ownership of timberlands 
and associated management prob
lems are given in Station Progress 
Reports 1853 and 1 ~q3. 
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TABLE 2. PRIVATE LAND OWNERSHIP IN THE COMMERCIAL TIMBER AREA OF 
EAST TEXAS, INCLUDING ONLY SMALL OWNERS, 1955 

Size class,l Number Percent Acres Percent 
acres of acres of owners of acres 

21-120 52,319 73.0 3,077,200 32.2 
121-320 14,537 20.3 2,759,100 28.9 
321-640 3,014 4.2 1,368,200 14.3 
641-1000 909 1.3 717,900 7.5 
1001-2500 759 1.0 L139,900 11.9 
2501-5000 148 0.2 498,900 5.2 
Total 7L686 100.0 9,561,200 100.0 

ITracts of less than 20 acres not included since they usually have little or no com
mercial timber. 
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Figure 2. Personal characteristics of small landowners. 

LAND USE 
(PERCENT) 

42 2 37 19 

PERCENT 
OF OWNERSHI P NUMBERS AND ACREAGE 

LAND USE 

• Croplond 

m Open Pasture or Range 

o Forestland 

~ Forestland grazed 

TOTAL NUMBERS 

~ Total "Land 

~ Total Forested Acreage 

Figure 3. Land use and ownership of small private holdings 
by occupational groups. 
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A classification of small 

character of the pattern of land 
percent of the owners are associated 
either in a full-time or part-time 
less than 40 percent of the owners are 
ers. Generally, the primary interest 
farmer is his off-farm job or business. 
sons include more than 20 percent of all 
owners live on their land with only 
living in tOWll5 or cities" 

Most owners are more than 50 
over 40 percent being more than 
Older owners, 70 and over, are about 
merous as those 40 years of age or 

Land use varies considerably 
occupational groups holding land. 
farmers or part-time farmers have more 
age in cropland and pasture than in 
ness and professional occupations, 
individuals and others, have most of 
III timber, either grazed or ungrazed. 

The farmer is the most important 
up about one-third of all owners and 
cent of the total land area. He also 
third of all timberland, followed in 
part-time farmers and by business and 
cupations. Laborers, housewives and 
do not mm a very large proportion of 
land area or the forested acreage. 



Poor productivity of timber on small holdings 
has been one of the problems associated with 

pattern of land ownership. According to an ex
by foresters of the ownerships studied, East 

is no exception to this problem. Timber pro
ity rates only poor to very poor on most tracts 

less than 320 acres in forests. As the acreage in 
increases, productivity rating increases some. 
, a large proportion of the small ownerships 

more than 320 acres in timber still rates only 
to very poor in productivity. 

The management objective or the intent of use 
. holdings is some measure of the interest in 

of these small owners. Sixteen percent of 
h;J.ve the major management objective of tim

production. This proportion who expect to use 
land for forestry purposes is a reflection of the 

. pattern and characteristics of the area. 
holdings have little or no timber of real com

value and others have only a small acreage 
stock. Since much of the area is associ a

farm holdings, most owners have the major 
t objective of crop farming or range and 

use. However, most of the owners who indi
range as a major management objective have a 

intent of timber production. Thus, 40 to 
of all owners have a definite interest in 

either as their primary or secon-

is to be expected that the owners who intend 
their land for timber production will be 

who already have considerable acreages of tim
Thus, the owners who intend to manage their 
for timber production had about 68 percent of 
land in timber. They included 16 percent of 

I owners and held 33 percent of the total land 
;::5 percent of the total forested acreage. The 

group of owners, 33 percent, have the primary 
t intent of range or pasture. However, 
is important in any consideration of for
they hold some 35 percent of the total for

acreage. In most instances, while their primary 
is using woodland for range or pasture, they 
a secondary objective of timber production. 

management problems of this group are 
with this multiple use of land. 
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Figure 4. Productivity rating by size of forested acreage. 
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Figure 6. Land use and ownership of small landowners by 
management intent. 
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Figure 8. Intent of ma nagement of sma ll landowners by 
size of forested acreage. 
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What owners intend to do with their 
lated closely to the size of their holdings. 
tracts, residential and other uses are 
"other" uses refer to management 
holding for investment purposes, for 
lation, for recreation and the like. With 
in size of holding, the intent to manage 
production becomes apparent, particularly 
ger acreages, or above 1,000. Range and 
is a major objective in the intermediate 
ings, or from 161 to about 1,000 acres . 

Owners who have only small 
have little desire or incentive to manage 
as an enterprise. Small acreages in timber 
themselves to profitable management, 
when the timber resource becomes 
that owners have an objective of 
a management part of their activity. 
with less than 160 acres in timber, 
cent intend to manage their land for 
tion. In contrast, 41 percent of the 
acres or more in woodland intend to 
holdings for timber production . 



In management intent there is considerable con
ttast between small owners who reside in the open 
country and those who are urban residents. Crop 
farming is held to a minimum by the urban resident 
and greater emphasis is placed on growing timber. 
Only 12 percent of the rural residents had timber pro
duction as their major management objective, while 
Z8 percent of the urban residents had this as their 
land me objective. Most of the rural residents have 
the major objective of using timberland for range, 
with forestry recognized but as a secondary objective. 

Generally, only a small proportion of bona-fide 
intend to manage their holdings for timber 

Only 8 percent had the major objec-
of forestry. At the same time, many farmers, es

those with larger holdings, have a secondary 
of timber management with the primary one 

the use of timbered acreage for grazing. T he 
group of owners who have the primary objec
growing timber is the business or professional 

who usually reside in towns or cities. Manage
of their holdings for timber production can be 

satisfactorily by this group since in most 
they do not wish to give close supervision 

take care of management details that might be 
with crop farming and other land use ob
The services of professional foresters in 

public and private agencies are available to any 
groups who wish to initiate or to carryon 

timber management practices. 
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Figure 9. Intent of management of small landowners by 
place of residence. 
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Figure 10. Intent of management of small landowners by 
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* 
The Texas Agricultural Experiment 

is the public agricultural research 

of the State of Texas, and is one 

parts of the Texas A&M College 

Location of field research units of the Texas 
Agricultural Experiment Station and cooperating 
agencies 

ORGANIZATION 

OPERATION 

IN THE MAIN STATION, with headquarters at College Station, are 
matter departments, 2 service departments, 3 regulatory 
administrative staff. Located out in the major agricultural 
21 substations and 9 field laboratories. In addition, there are 
stations owned by other agencies. Cooperating agencies . 
Forest Service, Game and Fish Commission of Texas, Texas 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, University of Texas, 
College, Texas College of Arts and Industries and the King 
experiments are conducted on farms and ranches and in rural 

THE TEXAS STATION is conducting about 400 active research 
in 25 programs, which include all phases of agriculture in 
these are: 

Conservation and improvement of soil 
Conservation and use of water 
Grasses and legumes 
Grain crops 
Cotton and other fiber crops 
Vegetable crops 
Citrus and other subtropical fruits 
Fruits and nuts 
Oil seed crops 
Ornamental plants 
Brush and weeds 
Insects 

Beef cattle 
Dairy cattle 
Sheep and goats 
Swine 
Chickens and turke 
Animal diseases and 
Fish and game 
Farm and ranch 
Farm and ranch 
Marketing agrilcultural 
Rural home eCOlllomiCl 
Rural agricultural 

Plant diseases 

Two additional programs are maintenance and upkeep, and 

Research results are carried to Texas farmers, 

ranchmen and homemakers by county agents 

and specialists of the Texas Agricultural Ex

tension Service 

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH seeks the 
WHYS, the WRENS, the WHERES and 
hundreds of problems which confront 
farms and ranches. and the many ind.ustJrie8 
ing on or serving agriculture. Workers of 
Station and the field units of the Texas 
Experiment Station seek diligently to find 
these problems. 
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