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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: January 8, 2008 

TO:  TechMIS Subscribers 

FROM: Charles Blaschke and Blair Curry 

SUBJ: FY 2008 Budget Update and State Profiles 

 

 

On December 19
th

, we sent out a Special Report on the FY 2008 Education 

Appropriations Bill, which was included in the Omnibus Bill signed by the President on 

December 26
th

.  After a review and analysis of the education portion of the Act, we have 

updated the December 19
th

 report, including some funding level changes (e.g., a $95 

million reduction in IDEA), based on USED’s interpretation and the inclusion of a 

number of provisions reflecting Congressional intent.  In many cases, these provisions 

were designed to prevent the Administration from reprogramming Congressionally-

approved appropriations for Administration priority programs which were not funded or 

funded at levels significantly below the President’s FY 2008 requests.  These 

Congressional oversight provisions will not restrain the Administration from doing what 

it wants to do, however.  Following a pattern observed over the last four years, the 

Administration will likely propose in its FY 2009 budget to rescind funding for some 

programs, such as State Technology Grants and Vocational and Career Education 

programs.  Through the non-regulatory guidance process, the USED will likely attempt to 

restore some of the Congressional cuts to the Reading First program by allowing Title I 

and other program funds to be used to restore some of the cuts.  As he stated in his 

January 7
th

 speech in Chicago, President Bush will use the regulatory process to make 

some significant changes in NCLB which could also have budgetary implications.  For 

programs with increased funding or new funding which require regulations before such 

funds are allocated, the Administration will likely invoke an Executive Order signed by 

the President in January 2007 which will postpone approval of such regulations.  In short, 

the FY 2008 budget battle will continue.  Even in such chaotic situations, there could be 

opportunities which we will identify for TechMIS subscribers. 

 

This TechMIS issue also includes state profile updates. 

 

If you have any questions, contact me or Blair Curry directly.  
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Title I and IDEA Special Education Would Receive Funding Increases 

in FY 2008, if the President Signs the Current Omnibus Bill 

 

A Technology Monitoring and Information Service (TechMIS) 

SPECIAL REPORT 

 

Prepared by: 

Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

256 North Washington Street 

Falls Church, Virginia 22046-4549 

(703) 536-2310 / (703) 536-3225 FAX 

 

December 19, 2007 

UPDATED January 8, 2008 

 

 

As we suggested in our November 13
th

 TechMIS Special Report, Title I will receive the 

largest increase in FY 2008 funding, followed by a small increase in IDEA funding, 

under the FY 2008 Omnibus Appropriations Bill.  Slightly over $1.2 billion will be 

allocated under the “targeted” and “incentive” components of the Title I formula which 

will benefit mostly large and urban districts with the largest numbers and percentages of 

poverty students.  The new (in 2007) school improvement grants will increase from $125 

million to almost $500 million which will be provided to SEAs for reallocation to 

districts which have large numbers of schools in “corrective action” or “restructuring.”  

IDEA will receive an additional $164 million with an increasing percentage of IDEA 

funds being used by districts to provide early intervening services/response-to-

intervention services for students at risk of failing or of being inappropriately placed in 

special education programs.  The 21
st
 Century Community Learning Centers after-school 

program will receive an additional $100 million; 40 percent of any district’s increase will 

be used to provide services in middle and high schools.  

 

The President’s flagship program, Reading First, funded at over $1 billion this year, will 

be cut to slightly under $400 million because of USED mismanagement and other issues 

not related to the apparent success of the program in improving student reading scores.  

Such a serious cut will reduce purchases by Reading First programs.  However, the large 

increase in Title I funding could accelerate the adoption of Reading First approaches, 

supplemental interventions, and diagnostic assessments by non-Reading First schools and 

districts, a trend which, according to the recent Center on Education Policy report (see 

December Washington Update), has grown over the last year.   

 

While none of the new initiatives proposed by the White House -- including Math Now -- 

received any funding, most of the other programs such as State Technology Grants (Title 
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IID), English Language Acquisition (Title III), or Smaller Learning Communities 

received slight increases or reductions.   

 

The FY 2008 Labor HHS and Education Appropriations Act also includes statements and 

provisions which reflect Congressional intent.  Below we have identified those which 

have application to education and which could have implications for some TechMIS 

subscribers. 

 

Under Title I, the Act specifies that the Secretary reinstitute the Comprehensive School 

Reform Clearinghouse with a budget of at least $1.634 million.  This clearinghouse 

maintained a database of evaluations for more than 20 comprehensive school reform 

models ranging from Success for All to Accelerated Learning, indicating how successful 

these programs were in school improvement.  Although funding for the Comprehensive 

School Reform Act (which was sponsored by Chairman David Obey of the House 

Appropriations Education Committee) was a low priority of the Bush Administration, 

without question some of the Comprehensive School models -- such as Success for All 

and others -- will be considered by many districts with schools in corrective action or 

restructuring.  Some districts will likely use part of the $500 million in school 

improvement grants (SIG) appropriated for FY 2008 to purchase such models.  Initially, 

there was a statement in the appropriations proposal that Congress intended that the 

USED strengthen professional development partnerships for early childhood educators 

through grants awarded under early Reading First.  However, this statement was not 

included in the final Omnibus bill.   

 

As noted above, 40 percent of the increase in funding for the 21
st
 Century Community 

Learning Centers program is to be used to provide “as practical” supervised and 

supportive after-school activities to middle- and high-school students.  Most of the 

7,000+ 21
st
 Century CCLCs operated by districts are at the elementary level -- usually 

upper elementary.  Hence, approximately $40 million would be used to expand a number 

of middle school programs, and to create new middle and high school after-school 

programs.  Because, under USED guidance, 21
st
 Century CCLC funded centers are 

considered “separate and distinct” entities, if a district is identified for improvement, but 

operates these centers, perhaps in conjunction with a local CBO, if approved by the state 

the district could provide supplemental educational services to ensure that most of the 20 

percent set-aside remains under the district’s operating budget. 

 

Under the “Innovation and Improvement” appropriations category, the $99 million 

appropriated for the Teacher Improvement Fund will be used for competitive grants that 

must include at least one non-profit organization “to develop and implement 

performance-based teacher and principal compensation systems in high-need schools.  

Provided further that such performance-based compensation systems must consider gains 

in student academic achievement as well as classroom evaluations conducted multiple 

times during each school year among other factors and provide educators incentives to 
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take on additional responsibility and leadership roles.”  This program was one of the 

Administration’s priorities with proposed funding of $200 million.  It is also one of the 

major “bones of contention” holding up reauthorization of NCLB; the NEA contends that 

such teacher pay based on student performance programs violate local bargaining 

agreements, which are not addressed in the Appropriations Act.   

 

While IDEA special education receives a moderate increase of 1.5 percent, virtually all of 

the increase will not become available until October 1, 2008 due to the “advanced 

funding” budget gimmick.  Another provision basically furthers implementation of the 

NIMAS process which requires that core reading programs, and perhaps some related 

supplemental materials, be made available not only in print form, but also in NIMAS 

electronic format for students who have sight impairments.  It would do so by not 

allowing any lawsuits to be filed against the National Instructional Materials Access 

Center (NIMAC) which is the national center from which states can request electronic 

formats of materials adopted for reading and other subjects.  As a result of this, more 

SEAs are expected to become members of NIMAC which will require more publishers to 

submit electronic versions that meet the NIMAS standards and formats.  Even though the 

American Printing House for the Blind, which has been the primary NIMAS promoter 

and supporter, will continue to receive $22 million in Federal subsidies, its NIMAS 

contract has been awarded to First Book which will serve the role previously filled by the 

APHB, in implementing NIMAS.   

 

Throughout the Act, there are provisions which are designed to: 

 prevent conflict of interest situations that arose because of lack of financial 

disclosure and other reasons in various processes ranging from peer reviews to 

selection of contractors, which was the topic of six audit investigations by the 

Office of Inspector General of the three Reading First Technical Assistance 

Centers; 

 prevent the Administration from rescinding portions of programs funded under 

the appropriation and reallocating amounts to Administration priorities and 

generally strengthen Congressional oversight; 

 prevent USED from using Federal funds for “publicity or propaganda purposes 

for the preparation or distribution of any kit, pamphlet, booklet, publication, radio, 

television, or video presentation designed to support or defeat legislation pending 

before the Congress”; 

 ensure funds for programs such as the Library Services and Technology Act to be 

provided to entities which certify they are implementing the Children’s Internet 

Protection Act; 

 ensure any USED-appropriated funds are not used to “disseminate scientific 

information that is deliberately false or misleading;” 

 prevent the proposed randomized trial evaluation of Upward Bound programs, 

following an amendment by Congressman Bobby Scott who argued that half of 
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the Upward Bound students would be put in a control group and not receive any 

“treatments;” 

 require that any contracts, grants or cooperative agreements exceeding $100,000 

in value, awarded on a non-competitive basis, provide full disclosure on an annual 

basis including the name of the contractor/grantee, amount of funding and 

governmental purpose; and 

 require USED to create a website which would allow individuals to 

“anonymously report cases of waste, fraud and abuse” directly to the USED 

Office of Inspector General. 

 

Clearly, while Congress recognized the previous patterns of the Administration’s 

behavior in implementing their interpretations of Congressionally-passed legislation and, 

in many cases, enforcing their interpretations rather than sticking to the Law, it was not 

clear whether the new legislation will prevent the Administration from continuing this 

process.  As former Bush advisor Carl Rove stated when he left office last summer, he 

would prefer Congress make legislative changes in NCLB this year but, if they didn’t, 

“such changes would be made through the regulation process.”  Moreover, shortly after 

the Democrats took over Congress a year ago, Rove had the President sign an Executive 

Order which basically requires any guidance from any department to be approved by a 

Presidential appointment for each cabinet and agency (TechMIS Washington Update 

August 2007).  To what extent this process will affect the implementation of the 

appropriations for each program for FY 2008 is unclear; however, one can expect the 

Administration once again in its FY 2009 budget proposal will include a number of 

proposed rescissions as it has done for the last four years.  The “budget battle” will 

continue. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

 FUNDS AVAILABLE TO

PURCHASE TECHNOLOGY-BASED

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
                                              (millions of dollars)

FY2007 FY2008

Joint Omnibus

FY2006 Resolution Bill

Title I (Total) 14,481 14,726 15,618

Total LEA Grants (Part A) 12,713 12,838 14,028

Basic 6,808 6,808 6,727

Concentration 1,365 1,365 1,365

Targeted Grants 2,270 2,332 2,968

Finance Incentive Grants 2,270 2,332 2,968

Migrant 387 387 380

Even Start 99 82 66

Reading First/Early Reading First 1,132 1,029 506

Striving Readers 30 32 35

School Improvement Grants -- 125 491

State Innovation Grants(Title V A) 99 99 ---

Improving Teacher Quality(Title II A) 2,887 2,887 2,960

English Acquisition 669 669 700

Math Science Partnerships 182 182 179

Advanced Placement 32 37 44

Teacher Incentive Fund 99 * 97

Technology State Grants(Title II D) 272 272 267

Special Education (EHA/IDEA) 10,600 10,783 10,947

Adult Education 580 564 554

Vocational/Technical 1,296 1,182 1,175

Safe & Drug-Free Schools and Communities State Grants 347 347 295

21st Century Community Learning Centers 981 981 1,081

College Mentoring (GEAR-UP) 303 303 303

HEA TRIO Program 828 828 828

* reduced to $200,000 in FY 2007

©  Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc., 2007.  Reproduction in whole or in part in any form 

     is prohibited without credit to Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc.
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Alabama Update 
January 2008 
 

Alabama is planning to expand its voluntary pre-kindergarten program to include 21,000 

four-year-olds -- more than a third of the State’s four-year-olds -- by 2011.  This year, the 

State’s $10 million pre-kindergarten program is serving only 2,358 of the 60,000 four-

year-olds in Alabama -- up from 1,062 last year -- at 131 sites.  Known as First Class, the 

expanded program must be approved and funded by the State legislature.  Under the plan, 

in 2009, 400 pre-K sites would serve 7,600 children at a cost of $30.2 million; in 2010, 

800 sites would serve 15,200 four-year-olds ($59.1 million); and in 2011, 1,105 sites 

would serve 20,995 children ($80.1 million).  It is expected that there would be a fee of 

up to $300 per month for each child. 

 

According to School Reform News, parents of minority students in the Tuscaloosa school 

district, unhappy with the district’s proposed rezoning plan, are trying to use the school 

choice provision of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) to transfer their children to 

better schools.  However, because NCLB does not provide “private right of action,” it 

will be difficult for the parents to win in court. 
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Alaska Update 
January 2008 
 

According to the Anchorage Daily News, Governor Sarah Palin has proposed an increase 

in Statewide school funding of $141 million next year and $80 million in each of the two 

subsequent years, bringing total State education spending to more than $1 billion.  

Revenues to support the proposal come from high oil prices and a recent tax increase on 

oil companies.  Local districts are expected to use the additional funds to reduce class 

sizes, decrease counselor case loads, and invest in classroom technology.  The multi-year 

plan would also help eliminate uncertainties in funding faced by school districts. 

 

Alaska has proposed that all Alaska teachers be required to take a special 30-hour course 

on how to teach reading, arguing that poor reading skills are hindering students in all 

subjects.  As reported in the Anchorage Daily News, the proposal has been met with 

vehement opposition from teachers, principals, and even by higher education officials.  

Opponents argue that the plan is a waste of time for most teachers, that teachers should 

take credit courses in their own subjects, and that it is an unfunded mandate on teachers.  

Under the proposal, teachers applying for or renewing their State license would have to 

take the course at a cost of $390. 
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Arizona Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in the Arizona Daily Star, Arizona has approved, beginning with this year’s 

eighth-graders, a requirement that all high school students take three years of math (only 

two years are currently required) in order to graduate.  And this year’s seventh-graders 

will have to take four years of math and three years (vs. only two years currently) of 

science to earn a high school diploma.  The new math requirement contains a provision 

that would allow some students to opt out of the fourth year of math, with parental 

permission. 
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Arkansas Update 
January 2008 
 

Governor Mike Beebe has established a task force to explore ways by which more 

Arkansas students can become involved in after-school and summer programs.  The 

Governor’s Task Force on Best Practices for After-School and Summer Programs will 

include 19 parents, teachers, school administrators, and State education officials.  

Scheduled to expire on December 31, 2008, the Task Force will draft potential legislation 

for the 2009 regular session.  The Task Force’s work will be supplemented by a 

Governor’s summit to explore expanded learning opportunities, to be held in 2008 and 

supported by a $10,000 grant from the National Governors’ Association’s Center for Best 

Practices. 

 

As reported in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Arkansas is one of 21 states that will 

receive Federal School Improvement Grants to help the State’s low-performing schools.  

The State’s grant of approximately $1.2 million will target the 152 schools in Arkansas 

that have been on the “in need of improvement” list for three years or more.  The State 

will, in turn, award at least $50,000 to local schools under a competitive grant process.  In 

their applications, schools will have to have to identify their needs, show a commitment 

to meeting student needs, and provide research that supports their approach. 
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California Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in the Los Angeles Times, 99 California school districts -- including Los 

Angeles -- are subject to severe sanctions under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  

Other large districts on the list include Berkeley, Montebello, Pomona, Santa Ana, 

Antelope Valley, and Santa Barbara.  Although such sanctions as State takeover are 

possible under NCLB provisions, they are unlikely to be exercised largely because 

California (and other states in similar positions) does not have the resources to manage 

the large number of districts that miss NCLB targets for multiple years. 

 

The Sacramento Bee reports that a number of California universities, frustrated with 

incoming students ill-prepared for college work and a lack of diversity in the applicant 

pool, have established their own K-12 charter schools.  The University of California, 

Davis, this Fall, opened the West Sacramento Early College Preparatory Charter School 

with 100 sixth-and seventh-graders, planning to add a grade each year until it covers 

students in grades 6 to 12.  The University of the Pacific and its McGeorge Law School 

operates Natomas Pacific Pathways Prep (NP3) which seeks to encourage minority 

students to go to both college and law school.  In 2001, Stanford University created East 

Palo Alto Academy charter school to help prepare low-performing students for college. 

 

Education Week reports that the California State Supreme Court has ruled that the Los 

Angeles school district’s policy of using race as a factor in enrolling students in magnet 

schools is legal.  The ruling, emerging from a lawsuit filed in 2005 by the American Civil 

Rights Foundation, also upheld the district’s integration plan which buses minority 

students -- on a voluntary basis -- to schools outside their neighborhoods. 
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Colorado Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in The Denver Post, Governor Bill Ritter has proposed a $115.5 million plan 

to expand preschool for at-risk children and to reduce the Statewide dropout rate.  

Funding for the program would come from the Governor’s freeze on local mil levies, 

expected to generate $114 million next year.  The Governor’s plan calls for $25 million 

in the 2008-09 school year (going up to $100 million over the next six years) to support 

full-day kindergarten for 22,000 more children.  The plan also calls for halving the 

State’s dropout rate, doubling the number of postsecondary degrees/certificates, and 

cutting the achievement gap between white and minority students.  To these ends, the 

plan calls for the establishment of a Colorado Counselor Corps which would provide 70 

new guidance counselors -- at a cost of $5 million -- to the middle and high schools with 

the highest dropout rates.  Currently, Colorado schools have only one guidance counselor 

for each 544 students -- one of the nation’s worst ratios. 

 

The Rocky Mountain News reports that, in January, a bill will be introduced in the 

Colorado legislature that would allow districts to establish “innovation zones” in which 

schools could seek waivers from district and State policies.  Under the plan -- aimed at 

the highest- and lowest-performing schools -- principals would have the flexibility to hire 

and fire staff, allocate resources, develop innovative curricula, and design incentive 

structures for teachers.  The State teachers’ union has expressed concern that the plan, if 

implemented, could interfere with collective bargaining agreements across the State. 
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Connecticut Update 
January 2008 
 

The Hartford Courant reports that the Connecticut State Board of Education has set forth 

a preliminary high school redesign proposal that would require students, in order to 

graduate, to take at least 24 credits in specific courses, pass end-of-course exams, and 

complete an independent study project.  Based on public comments, a final proposal will 

be completed by December 2008 and submitted for legislative approval in early 2009.  

Under the redesign plan, each student’s required 24 credits (up from 20 currently) would 

include such specific classes as algebra II, biology, and international studies.  Final 

implementation of the plan is not expected until the 2011-12 school year. 



  
TechMIS publication provided by      Page  
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, cblaschke@edturnkey.com 
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution©, Vol. 13, No. 1A, January 8, 2008 

 

8 

Delaware Update 
January 2008 
 

A study by an outside consulting group has determined that, for 95 percent of Delaware 

students to score at the top two levels on the State reading and math assessments by 2009, 

it would require an 83 percent increase in per-pupil spending.  In 2007, only about 27 

percent scored in the top two levels.  The study used a weighted student funding model, 

allocating more money for students with disabilities, but no additional funds for poor or 

at-risk students or English language learners.  These estimates are well in excess of 

expected cost of the State’s broad-ranging school reform plan -- Vision 2015.  Developed 

by a coalition of education, community, and business leaders, Vision 2015 calls for an 

overhaul of Delaware’s public school system by 2015 at a cost of $100 million; Vision 

2015 has not, as yet, been funded. 
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District of Columbia Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in the Washington Post, during early and mid-January, the D.C. school 

district will send evaluation teams into the City’s 27 schools that have failed to make 

adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act for at least 

the last five years.  The schools -- six elementary, 11 middle, and ten high -- are subject 

to “restructuring” and the “quality school reviews” are the first part of the “restructuring” 

effort which is headed by Tracy Martin.  The evaluation teams will submit their first 

reports in February. 
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Florida Update 
January 2008 
 

The Urban League, in conjunction with Princeton University, the University of 

Washington, and the University of Florida, has conducted a study to determine if 

Florida’s accountability system affects student performance.  The study found that, in 

elementary schools that received an “F” grade, under the A+ Plan for Education, student 

achievement on State tests increased significantly in both reading and math.  The impact 

persisted after three years, indicating the low grade provided impetus for improvement.  

According to the study, schools focused on low-performing students, lengthened the 

school day, reorganized their learning environments, and increased resources available to 

teachers. 

 

The Orlando Sentinel reports that, Statewide, this year’s kindergarten class is better 

prepared for school than in prior years based on two early-literacy tests and teacher 

judgments.  The State conducted screening on 193,000 kindergarteners and found that 72 

percent were ready for school compared with 63 percent three years ago.  State officials 

believe that Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten Program is having an impact.  Half of 

this year’s kindergarten students had participated in State-funded pre-K, up from 48 

percent last year and 42 percent in 2005. 

 

According to the Miami Herald, a recent report says the State relies too heavily on the 

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) in its rating of schools, teachers, and 

students.  The Buros Center for Testing (University of Nebraska) recommended that the 

FCAT be combined with other measures.  The Center also recommended using average 

FCAT scores and averaging proficiency ratings over three years with respect to rewards 

or sanctions for schools and merit pay for teachers.  The report also confirmed that 

improper test design led to inflated third-grade reading scores on the 2006 FCAT. 
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As reported in the South Florida Sun-Sentinel, the Florida legislature has raised questions 

about the State’s $70 million-a-year program of paying ten percent bonuses to teachers 

who earn certification from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  A 

State-commissioned study found little correlation between certification and student 

performance.  Given Florida’s growing budget problems, it is expected that the 

legislature will look at the program when addressing the need to make $2.5 billion in cuts 

for the remainder of this fiscal year (ending June 30) and the next budget year.  The 

certification lasts ten years and the ten-percent bonus is available every year.  This year 

1,675 Florida teachers earned certification. 



  
TechMIS publication provided by      Page  
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, cblaschke@edturnkey.com 
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution©, Vol. 13, No. 1A, January 8, 2008 

 

12 

Georgia Update 
January 2008 
 

Education Week reports that, under a constitutional amendment proposed in the Georgia 

legislature, property taxes would be eliminated as the funding source for public schools to 

be replaced by a new sales tax.  At the same time, a group of low-wealth districts is suing 

the State over the current school funding formula.  The legislature is concerned about the 

economic impact of recent increases in property taxes on Georgia taxpayers.  Currently, 

about 60 percent of school funding comes from Federal and State sources, with 40 

percent from local sources.  However, this balance varies considerably from district to 

district. 

 

The Augusta Chronicle reports that, beginning next Fall, the requirements to become a 

school principal in Georgia will become stiffer, including more in-school training.  The 

650 people who will graduate next Fall from Georgia’s 11 school leadership programs 

will have to complete an additional education specialist degree within five years of 

getting a Master’s degree in order to earn a principal’s license.  New school 

administrators will be trained to work closely with teachers so that students are prepared 

for exams and for grade advancement.  They will also work one-on-one with experienced 

mentors. 

 

The Augusta Chronicle also reports that Georgia expects to see as many as seven 

applications under the new State law that allows public school districts to convert entirely 

into charter schools.  Under the arrangement, charter districts would be exempt from 

many public school regulations, would have greater flexibility in how they meet Federal 

academic standards, and would give schools more control over budgets, class size, and 

materials purchases.  One district -- Decatur in suburban Atlanta -- has already submitted 

its application and intends to implement strategies for special needs students.  Currently, 



  
TechMIS publication provided by      Page  
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, cblaschke@edturnkey.com 
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution©, Vol. 13, No. 1A, January 8, 2008 

 

13 

only two other states -- California and Florida -- allow existing school districts to convert 

to charter status. 
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Indiana Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in The Indianapolis Star, Indiana is planning to implement a computer-based 

teaching tool intended to serve as an early warning system for struggling students.  To be 

phased in over four years starting in the Fall of 2008, the system will be provided by 

CTB/McGraw-Hill and Wireless Generation at a total cost of $4.3 million.  Schools will 

be able to apply for the computer system which will require the purchase of PDAs for 

early elementary teachers. 

 

Also according to The Indianapolis Star, a State Commission on Local Government 

Reform has recommended that school districts in Indiana consolidate to “achieve a 

minimum population of 2,000.”  Currently, more than half of the Stat’s school districts 

(151 out of 293) have enrollments of fewer than 2,000 students.  The recommendation 

has been strongly opposed by organizations of superintendents and school boards who 

cite an Indiana University study that found significant cost savings by only merging 

districts with fewer than 750 students.  Only 18 Indiana school districts fall in that 

category. 

 

Indiana is planning to implement a new testing program that would allow teachers give 

short computer-based quizzes to students throughout the school year. As reported in The 

Louisville Courier-Journal, the mini-tests, to be used in kindergarten through eighth 

grade, are correlated with Indiana standards and will be useful in predicting whether a 

student will pass the State accountability tests (ISTEP).  Currently, Indiana pays $31 

million per year for ISTEP testing, with the cost expected to rise somewhat with the 

addition of the mini-tests.  Local districts could save some money on testing because the 

state would pay for the mini-tests. 
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Iowa Update 
January 2008 
 

Iowa, like a number of other states (Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Maine, 

Nebraska, New Mexico, and Wisconsin) has implemented a multi-tiered teacher licensing 

system.  According to Education Week, in 2001, Iowa specified a career ladder with four 

levels that were theoretically matched to salaries.  New teachers had to pass a classroom 

evaluation within two years and participate in a mentoring program to receive a 

“standard” license.  “Standard” license teachers had to develop an individualized 

professional plan and work toward the plan’s goals for license renewal.  The State’s 

economic downturn has caused the State to delay implementation of the licensing 

system’s upper tiers. 
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Kansas Update 
January 2008 
 

According to Pre[K] Now, funding for Kansas’ Pre-K Pilot program will increase from 

$2 million to $5 million with the additional funds coming from the State’s tobacco 

settlement.  The At-Risk Four-Year-Old Preschool program will be flat-funded at $15 

million. 

 

In late November, the Kansas Department of Education conducted a Teacher Recruitment 

& Retention Summit to address such issues as teacher preparation, recruitment, retention 

and State regulations.  During the meeting, participants discussed strategies for 

improving teaching in the State.  A task force has been convened to develop strategy 

recommendations and to outline a plan of action. 
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Kentucky Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in The Louisville Courier-Journal, Kentucky colleges are planning to offer 

incentives to bring college dropouts back to school.  Known as “Project Graduate,” the 

strategy of the State’s Council on Post Secondary Education is intended to double the 

number of college graduates in Kentucky by 2020.  The State estimates that there are 

more than 11,000 former students who have earned at least 90 credit hours toward their 

degrees.  Each college will contact its former students and offer a variety of incentives 

including tuition assistance, application fee waivers, counseling, and simplified 

admissions paperwork.  Enrollment can be done online at http://www.GoHigherKy.org. 

http://www.gohigherky.org/
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Louisiana Update 
January 2008 
 

In mid-December, three major foundations awarded grants totaling $17.5 million to help 

in the recovery of public education in New Orleans.  As reported in Education Week, the 

funds will be used for the recruiting and training of teachers and principals and to support 

charter schools in the city.  The grant recipients are all stakeholders in New Orleans’ 

education system: 

 Teach for America will get $6.5 million ($3 million from the Broad Foundation, 

$1 million from the Gates Foundation, and $2.5 million from the Fisher Fund) to 

recruit and train new teachers; 

 New Schools for New Orleans will receive $10 million ($2 million from Broad, 

$5.5 million from Gates, and $2.5 million from Fisher) to attract high-quality 

teachers, support new schools; and advocate for greater school accountability;  

 New Leaders for New Schools will get $1 million from the Broad Foundation to 

recruit and train effective principals. 

 

The News Star reports that Louisiana college students are qualifying for the new Federal 

Academic Competitiveness tuition grants at a higher rate than the national average.  

Almost nine percent of Louisiana high school graduates received the Academic 

Competitiveness grants -- awarded to qualified first- (up to $750) and second-year (up to 

$1,300) college students -- compared with 5.3 percent nationally.  Complementing the 

Academic Competitiveness grants is the Science and Mathematics Access to Retain 

Talent (SMART) program which provides students in approved math or science 

programs with grants of up to $4,000 for their third and fourth years of study in college. 

 

According to Education Week, the New Orleans Recovery School District -- which 

operates 34 schools in hurricane-damaged parts of the City -- will give educators bonuses 
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based on the test scores of their students.  If the plan is approved, the bonuses for 

principals ($5,000), assistant principals ($4,000), reading and math coaches ($4,000), 

teachers ($3,000), and support staff ($1,500) would be awarded if a school achieves a 

minimum “State performance score” (based on test scores, attendance, and dropout rates) 

of 60 or a State assessment index (based on test scores alone) of 55. 
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Maryland Update 
January 2008 
 

As one of the first states to have large numbers of schools placed under restructuring, the 

Maryland SEA recently changed its strategies to reduce the number of schools in 

restructuring by improving student performance.  Because only five of 69 schools in 

restructuring were able to exit from that status last year, SEA policy has reduced the 

number of district options by limiting the alternatives to replacing school staff, 

contracting with a private management company, reopening a school as a public charter 

school, or appointing “a distinguished principal.”  As a result, according to a recently 

updated case study of Maryland by the Center on Education Policy (based on 2006-07 

data), more schools did replace staff, had the district central office replace principals, and 

appointed distinguished principals.  The SEA no longer allows schools in restructuring to 

appoint “turnaround specialists.”  In the four districts included in the case study, all 

schools undertook or expanded the following initiatives: 

 providing after-school tutoring to ensure every school uses some types of 

interventions that focus on getting students ready for State exams; 

 increasing instructional time in reading and math, including integrating reading 

and math into other subjects; 

 using assessment data diagnostically; and  

 focusing on students just below proficiency who are most likely to improve 

enough to increase the percent of students who score proficient on Maryland State 

assessment. 

 

All of the districts in the study have replaced their curriculum or otherwise introduced 

new instructional components, including: 

 a school reform program, “America’s Choice,” in 17 middle schools in Prince 

George’s County;  
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 a new English curriculum, including the use of Wilson Reading, as a remedial 

reading intervention in high schools in Baltimore City;   

 project-based learning activities in high schools in Anne Arundel County which 

has also initiated smaller learning communities; and 

 a college prep program developed by College Board in Baltimore County. 

 

The bulk of money for the 16 districts with schools in restructuring comes from State 

improvement grants funded by the State legislature ($9.2 million) and Federal Title I 

school improvement funding in eight districts ($6.5 million).  Because the Maryland 

approach to helping districts in restructuring is considered by some to be a bellwether, it 

is significant that Maryland no longer allows the use of turnaround experts which, 

according to CEP, another model state, Michigan, continues to use in about 70 percent of 

its schools in restructuring.  For a copy of the report, go to www.cep-dc.org (under 

“What’s New”).  

 

The Baltimore City school district is seeking $25 million in donations from private 

foundations to implement an effort to create more than 20 independent combined 

middle/high schools.  The Baltimore Sun reports that the district plans to open 12 new 

schools by August 2008, starting with 80 sixth-graders and 80 ninth-graders and adding 

one middle and one high school grade each year until the schools cover grades 6 to 12.  

Another 12 schools would open similarly over the next four years.  Of the 24 new 

schools, eight would be college prep, eight would be vocational, and eight would be 

alternative schools serving struggling students.  To date, $20.8 million has been pledged 

for an earlier high school reform initiative, but only $12 million has been spent.  The 

district estimates it needs $50,000 for planning and $500,000 for the first two years of 

operation.  It is also seeking $5 million to expand vocational and apprenticeship programs 

and $3 million to expand college prep and Advanced Placement offerings. 

http://www.cep-dc.org/
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Massachusetts Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in the Boston Globe, an experiment last year in which ten Massachusetts 

public schools lengthened their school day by at least 25 percent has resulted in 

significantly higher scores, across all grades, on the Massachusetts Comprehensive 

Assessment System (MCAS) exams.  In the ten schools, the percentage of students who 

scored proficient or better on the MCAS increased over last year in English (by 10.8 

percentage points), mathematics (7.2 percentage points), and science (4.7 percentage 

points).  Massachusetts has allocated a total of $20 million (approximately $1,300 per 

student) to implement the program which has expanded to 18 schools this school year and 

is expected to reach 33 schools in 16 districts in 2008.  Senator Ted Kennedy is urging 

the U.S. Congress to make longer school days a recommended reform strategy, using 

Massachusetts as a model. 

 

Because more than a third of Massachusetts’ public high school graduates going to 

college must take remedial courses, the State Board of Education has recommended that 

students take more rigorous classes in high school.  As reported in the Boston Globe, the 

recommended program -- known as Mass Core -- include four years each of English and 

mathematics (including Algebra II), three years each of history and science, two years of 

a foreign language, one year of arts, and five electives.  In 2006, only 45 percent of urban 

high school graduates completed the proposed courses, compared with 80 percent of 

suburban graduates.  Each Massachusetts school district establishes its own graduation 

requirements.  The only State requirement is that students pass the tenth-grade MCAS in 

English and math.  Beginning in 2010, they will also have to pass the science MCAS and, 

in 2012, the history MCAS. 
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Michigan Update 
January 2008 
 

Facing 7.7 percent unemployment and a projected $1.75 billion budget shortfall, the 

Michigan legislature cut the Governor’s proposed 2.5 percent increase in K-12 education 

spending to one percent for FY 2008.  The budget compromise also reduced the proposed 

increase for higher education.  As reported in Education Week, the per-pupil allocation 

will increase from last year’s minimum of $7,108 by between $48 and $96.  Some local 

districts argue that the State’s current funding formula, devised in 1994, is obsolete, 

leaving a gap of $5,000 per student between the highest- and lowest-funded districts. 

 

The Detroit Free Press reports that more than 40 percent of public schools in Michigan 

failed to make adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the Federal No Child Left Behind 

Act.  Last year, 489 of the State’s 1,149 schools have been identified for improvement, 

358 missed AYP for at least two years, and 141 face more severe sanctions for failing to 

make AYP for three or more years.  Michigan’s elementary and middle schools have 

shown improvement in meeting the goals of NCLB; the number of high schools, 

however, failing to make AYP has grown by nearly 70 percent. 

 

More than four years ago, the State implemented the Michigan integrated Behavioral and 

Learning Support initiative (MiBLSi), a systems approach to reading and discipline that 

emphasizes prevention instruction and data-based decision-making to reduce behavior 

problems and improve academic performance.  According to Jacquelyn Thompson, 

Michigan Department of Education, “The program is research-based, data-driven and 

combines the best of scientifically-based practices in literacy and behavioral 

interventions.”  Virtually all of the districts with whom we discussed the RTI approaches 

being taken indicated that most of the instructional interventions and instruments used in 

successful Reading First schools are being expanded to non-Reading First schools under 
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this initiative.  More than 250 schools currently have adopted the MiBLSi, and the scale-

up goal is to be in over 900 schools in five years. 

 

According to Education Week, Michigan is proposing a three-tiered licensing system for 

teachers.  Teachers would progress up the career ladder based only on performance 

assessment, not on experience or additional courses. 

 

The Detroit News reports that charter school enrollment in Michigan has gone over 

100,000 this year.  Moreover, the waiting lists for the State’s 230 charter schools has 

another 10,000 students seeking to get into the charters.  According to State data, 5.7 

percent of Michigan public school students attend charter schools, and 73 percent of these 

children are in 30 primarily urban school districts.  Detroit has felt the charter school 

trend more than any other district, with 79 Detroit-area charter schools now serving more 

than 46,000 students. 

 

The Detroit Free Press reports that the Detroit school district has not met the requirement, 

specified in the Federal No Child Left Behind Act, that students in low-performing 

schools to be given appropriate transfer or tutoring options.  The State has ordered the 

district to address this non-compliance or face financial penalties. 

 

The Detroit News reports that a series of accounting errors has thrown the Detroit school 

district into a $20 million deficit.  New Superintendent Connie Callaway has discovered 

that many expenses that should have been accounted for in the last budget year were 

never recorded.  Among the costs not included were background checks for school 

employees ($1 million), a State penalty because some schools failed to meet teacher 

hiring rules ($5.9 million), and school realignment and closing costs ($8 million). 
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Minnesota Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in the Pioneer Press, Republicans in the Minnesota Senate are urging the 

State to opt out of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), an action that could 

cost the State $250 million in Federal funding.  In the past, Democrats in the legislature 

have urged withdrawal from NCLB; but Republican Governor Tim Pawlenty opposes 

opting out.  Currently, Minnesota receives a total of about $580 million in Federal 

education programs.  The potential legislative initiatives for opting out of NCLB would 

not propose eliminating current State standards, assessments, or school report cards. 

 

The Star Tribune reports that the Brooklyn Center school district, north of Minneapolis, 

has contracted with Insight Schools, Inc. to host an online high school for students from 

across the State.  Under the contract, Insight will provide the curriculum, dedicated staff, 

and student computers.  Currently, there are at least 21 certified online schools in 

Minnesota.  Operated by school districts, charter schools, or inter-district consortia, these 

schools are required to follow curricula that meet State academic standards. 

 

The Minneapolis school district has developed a new strategic plan in hopes of 

revitalizing the district’s operations.  As reported in Education Week, the plan sets forth a 

set of recommendations including higher expectations of students, more academic rigor 

in their courses, eliminating racial and socioeconomic achievement gaps, developing 

better principals and teachers, and strengthening the district’s financial condition.  

Implementing the plan will be difficult given the district’s projected $11 million budget 

shortfall for next year.  Currently, fewer than half of Minneapolis students meet State 

standards in reading and math.  The district is considering “restarting” the lowest-

performing schools with new leadership and staffing. 
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Montana Update 
January 2008 
 

Despite the fact that the U.S. Department of Education has allowed all states to use the 

“growth model” for rating school performance, Montana will be unable to participate.  As 

reported in the Missoulian, the USED-approved growth model uses improvement in 

individual student scores as accountability measures, but requires states to have at least 

five years of data on each student.  Montana has been tracking the performance of 

individual students for only one year. 

 

The Great Falls Tribune reports that Montana, unlike its neighboring states (Idaho, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming) does not have a small-school adjustment embedded in 

its school funding formula.  It does, however, have a basic per-school settlement which 

serves much the same purpose.  The State also adds adjustments for at-risk students, poor 

students, and Native Americans.  Montana’s appropriation for public schools this year 

was $705 million with a base allocation of $4,579 per elementary student and $5,861 per 

secondary student.  There allocations are adjusted downward based on enrollment. 



  
TechMIS publication provided by      Page  
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, cblaschke@edturnkey.com 
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution©, Vol. 13, No. 1A, January 8, 2008 

 

27 

Nevada Update 
January 2008 
 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal reports that Nevada’s $440 million budget shortfall is 

going to result in 4.5 percent cut across all agencies.  The cuts in spending will save 

about $284 million with the remainder coming from cuts in capital construction and the 

State’s rainy day fund.  The cuts in the education budget are likely to come at the expense 

of the newly expanded full-day kindergarten program implementation of which could be 

delayed.  Even after the cuts, the total general fund budget will increase by $700 million 

over the previous biennium, with education gaining $294 million. 

 

The Las Vegas Review-Journal also reports that Nevada has placed a moratorium on the 

approval of new charter schools in the State.  State officials say the moratorium is 

necessary because the State Department of Education does not have the capacity to deal 

with the overwhelming number of new charter school applications.  The huge demand for 

charter schools is going to require the State to develop adequate staff and support very 

quickly. 

 

Education Week reports that the Clark County school district -- the nation’s fifth largest -

- is planning a $9.5 billion bond issue to extend the $3.5 billion bond measure passed in 

1998.  The new bonds, expected to go on the ballot next November, would support the 

construction of 73 new schools over the next ten years.  The district -- which includes Las 

Vegas and surrounding communities -- is expected to see its enrollment grow from the 

current 309,000 to 473,000 by 2018. 
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New Jersey Update 
January 2008 
  

Education Week reports that Governor Jon Corzine has proposed a major overhaul of 

New Jersey’s school finance structure.  The revised formula would provide a Statewide 

system that adjusts for school districts’ ability to pay for education.  It would establish 

Statewide base per-pupil costs for elementary, middle, and high school and weighted 

funds for special needs students -- low-income, special education, English language 

learners.  Additional funds would go to districts whose proportions of low-income 

students reach certain levels.  The approach would eliminate the special needs 

designation (the so-called “Abbott” districts) for the State’s 31 poorest districts.  The 

Governor wants the new funding system in place for the 2008-09 school year, but that 

seems unlikely given possible opposition and the need for legislative approval.  For FY 

2008, the Governor has proposed a four percent ($450 million) increase over the current 

year’s $33.5 billion education budget. 

 

The Newark Star-Ledger reports that, using a $265,000 grant from PSE&G, the New 

Jersey State Library system has implemented “Homework Help NJ,” a program by which 

students in grades 4-12 can get real-time, online tutorial help with their homework 

assignments.  Students without computers at home can access the program at their local 

library or at after-school classes.  Currently, the program is available in Camden, 

Elizabeth, Jersey City, Newark, New Brunswick, Paterson, and Willingboro.  State 

funding is not available; two years ago, a similar online tutoring program was terminated 

because funding did not keep up with the demand. 
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New Mexico Update 
January 2008 
  

Like a number of other states, New Mexico has shifted to a three-tiered licensing system 

for teachers.  Approved in 2003, the system ties minimum salary levels to three 

classifications.  A Tier 1 -- “provisional” -- teacher advances to Tier 2 after three to five 

years of classroom experience and participating in a mentoring program.  “Provisional” 

teachers must also develop a “professional development dossier” that demonstrates to the 

principal that they have appropriate teaching skills.  To advance to Tier 3, a teacher must 

have spent another three years in the classroom, earned a master’s degree or advanced 

certification from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, and gone 

through a similar portfolio process. 
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New York Update 
January 2008 
 

New York State is promoting Response-to-Intervention (RTI) programs in its school 

districts through: (1) a comprehensive policy framework; (2) strong instructional 

programs in literacy and behavior; and (3) implementation grants and technical 

assistance.  The State will provide program development grants to 10-15 school districts 

and will establish a State RTI technical assistance center that will help schools in 

program development and evaluate the effectiveness of RTI program implemented under 

the grants. 

 

Education Week reports that the New York City school district has established a Teacher 

Performance Unit intended to help the district fire low-performing tenured teachers.  

Consisting of five lawyers, the Unit will help principals prepare cases for firing tenured 

teachers who fail to raise student test scores or are incompetent under other performance 

measures.  The district also requires principals to rate younger teachers who are within a 

month of tenure eligibility.  The district’s plan also includes peer-intervention and other 

means of improving teacher performance.  Local teacher unions, as well as some teacher-

quality advocates, have called the plan a “witch hunt.” 

 

The New York Times reports that, pursuant to New York City’s controversial new school 

report card system, six schools will be closed after earning scores of D or F.  Overall, a 

total of more than 50 City schools earned Fs and another 100 got Ds on their school 

report cards.  Since 2002, the city has shut down more than 60 schools, in many cases by 

replacing large high schools with new smaller ones.  The city expects to close another 

eight to 14 low-performing schools by the end of this school year.  The three elementary 

schools that are closed will not be shuttered immediately, but will technically close on the 

end of the school year to be immediately replaced by new schools with different names 
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and, potentially, new staff.  The closed middle and high schools will remain in operation, 

but will not accept any new students.  

 

In 1996, a group of minority teachers in New York City filed a class action lawsuit 

against the State and the school district claiming that the State’s teacher certification 

exam had a racially disparate impact on African-American and Latino teachers.  Teachers 

who failed the exams were demoted to lower-paying substitute status.  According to court 

documents, between 1993-1999, average pass rates on the exams for Black test-takers 

were between 51 percent and 62 percent; for Latinos, between 47 percent and 55 percent; 

and for Whites, 91 percent and 94 percent.  In early December, the U.S. Supreme Court 

has asked the U.S. Solicitor General for the Administration’s views on the case, strongly 

suggesting that the case may be heard at the highest judicial level. 
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North Carolina Update 
January 2008 
  

According to the Raleigh News & Observer, a Wake County judge is considering a ruling 

that would make the State give as much as $768 million to North Carolina’s schools.  The 

court’s ruling would require the State to turn over funds from civil fines collected 

between 1995-2005 to districts for the purchase of computer technology (as required by 

State law).  It is estimated that $21 million of the payout would be retained by the State 

for collection fees, bringing the actual proposed payout to $747 million. 
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North Dakota Update 
January 2008 
  

North Dakota’s declining school enrollment (down 1,800 to 93,800 this year) has forced 

local school districts to adopt different strategies to reach its largely rural populations.  

Consolidation of small districts has been encouraged by the State at a cost of $10 million 

over the past few years.  But consolidation often requires students to travel even greater 

distances.  State officials believe that creative solutions to the enrollment decline -- 

including regional centers and distance learning -- will be necessary. 

 

North Dakota’s school funding formula provides a base allocation of $3,200 per student, 

but includes adjustments (up to 25 percent) for small school districts.  The State has seen 

public school enrollment to decline at the rate of one to two percent a year for the past 15 

years. 
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Oregon Update 
January 2008 
 

The Oregonian reports that at least 25 Oregon schools with struggling students have 

turned down Federal Title I funding -- typically about $200,000 per year -- so as to avoid 

the consequences of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  Students in these schools are 

not eligible for free tutoring or for school transfers as they might be if their schools failed 

to meet NCLB standards for multiple years.  In fact, the number of schools (25) that 

avoided NCLB sanctions by not accepting Federal money exceeds the number of schools 

(18) that avoided such sanctions by actually improving their performance on test scores 

and attendance. 



  
TechMIS publication provided by      Page  
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, cblaschke@edturnkey.com 
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution©, Vol. 13, No. 1A, January 8, 2008 

 

35 

Pennsylvania Update 
January 2008 
 

Pennsylvania has established a State-level working group to provide overall direction 

within the State’s standards-based system, particularly relating to Response-to-

Intervention (RTI).  The State Improvement Grant has been used to improve instructional 

practices in school-wide applications of process monitoring.  A number of elementary 

schools have served as pilot sites for data collection procedures and intervention 

protocols.  The State has provided training through the 29 regional service agencies and 

is developing guidelines for eligibility determination. 
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South Carolina Update 
January 2008 
 

The Greenville News reports that South Carolina’s State Superintendent, James Rex, is 

proposing a more aggressive education reform agenda, expressed as: accelerate 

innovation, offer public school choice, elevate the teaching profession, create a more 

rational accountability system, and eliminate inequities.  Part of the Superintendent’s plan 

is to replace the State’s assessment, PACT, as early as the Spring of 2009.  He wants less 

testing at the end of the school and elimination of the social studies test so the focus will 

be on basic subjects required under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act. 

 

As reported in The Charleston Post and Courier, a State task force has called for an 

overhaul of the way school funding in South Carolina is allocated to districts.  Most of 

the recommended changes would direct more funds to districts with the most poverty and 

largest numbers of English language learners.  Other recommendations include: 

 use State-funded financial incentives to attract teachers to rural schools; 

 consider extending the school year from 180 to 200 days; 

 give financial assistance to school districts that consolidate; and 

 provide State funding for districts that enhance their curriculum. 

 

The task force identified $3.4 billion that could be redirected to pay for the plan.  The 

first part of the plan that would be phased in -- at an estimated cost of $521.8 million over 

four years -- is extra funding for low-income students and programs for at-risk four-year-

olds. 

 

According to national studies, South Carolina has the lowest on-time graduation rate in 

the nation at 55 percent.  As reported in The Charleston Post and Courier, the State’s 

adult education programs have expanded their focus -- from helping adults with 
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employment-related classes -- to offering classes for younger (aged 17-21) students 

seeking GEDs.  Of South Carolina’s 61,000 adult education enrollees last year, 7,717 

were attempting the GED for the first time with a pass rate of 62 percent.  As part of this 

effort, adult education programs have been hiring “transition specialists” to help students 

organize college tours, prepare resumes, format job applications, and develop interview 

skills. 

 

 

 

South Carolina State data show that student performance improved on end-of-course 

exams in algebra and physical science, but declined in English.  Results on the tests count 

20 percent toward a student’s final course grade.  Only about 35 percent of freshman 

students earned a grade of “F” on the English exam; about 17 percent got “F” in algebra; 

and more than 50 percent earned “F” in physical science.  All three courses are high 

school graduation requirements.  The State is considering whether the cut scores are too 

high, as well as whether appropriate materials are being covered in class, and whether the 

end-of-course exams should count more toward the final grade. 

 

A new agreement between the University of South Carolina (USC) and the State’s 

Technical College System will offer a “bridge” program between two-year and four-year 

institutions.  The “bridge” program will ensure that courses potential transfer students 

take at the technical colleges earn credit at USC and make them eligible, after earning 30 

academic credits, for automatic transfer to USC.  The program will also offer academic 

and financial counseling for potential transfers.  The “bridge” program gives students 

from low-income families a way to lower the overall cost of their college education. 
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South Dakota Update 
January 2008 
 

South Dakota’s public school enrollment has decreased in the past five years from 

125,000 students to about 120,000.  The State’s school funding formula provides $4,528 

per student with adjustments for small schools (up to $858 per student for districts with 

fewer than 600 students) and schools drawing from a large geographic area.  The State 

legislature has passed a law that requires school districts with fewer than 100 students to 

consolidate within two years. 
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Texas Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in the Houston Chronicle, students at 831 low-performing Texas public 

schools will be permitted to transfer to other schools next year under State -- not Federal -

- law.  The sanction applies to schools that had an “academically unacceptable” rating in 

any of the last three years or that had more than half their students fail the State 

assessment.  The number of such deficient schools has decreased from 924 last year; of 

the listed schools 89 are in Houston and 74 are in Dallas.  Since the transfer option was 

first made available nearly a decade ago, fewer than 3,000 students Statewide have 

actually transferred schools; so it is not expected that there will be many transfers this 

year. 

 

 A new study, published by Cornell University, found that a Texas program offering 

financial incentives to disadvantaged high school students who pass Advanced Placement 

exams (and their teachers) resulted in significant achievement gains.  Entitled “A Little 

Now for a Lot Later,” the study found that, not surprisingly, more students took and 

passed AP courses and exams.  Moreover, there was a 30 percent increase in the number 

of students who scored well (1100 on the SAT or 24 on the ACT) on college entrance 

exams, as well as an eight percent increase in the number of students enrolling in Texas’ 

colleges.  The cash payments to students and teachers ranged between $100 and $500.  

Cornell’s Higher Education Research Institute is planning to conduct a follow-up study to 

determine why the cash made a difference and whether the performance gains are 

permanent. 

 

As reported in Education Week, the Texas school board has approved 163 of the 164 

elementary textbooks it considered this year.  The only text rejected was third-grade 

Everyday Mathematics published by McGraw-Hill, a book used by an estimated three 
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million third-graders across the country.  The text was rejected by a 7-6 vote because it 

does not encourage students to memorize multiplication tables and solve problems 

without calculators.  If the board’s decision stands (McGraw-Hill has petitioned for 

reversal), State funds cannot be used to purchase the book.  In 2001, California rejected 

Everyday Mathematics for grades K-6, but has since approved the series after acceptable 

changes were made. 

 

The Dallas Morning News reports that the Dallas school district’s plan to pay $6,000 

annual bonuses to teachers for working in the district’s lowest-performing schools has 

been only a moderate success.  District records indicate that only 65 teachers have 

switched to the 16 approved struggling schools.  At the last minute, the district expanded 

the bonus program to include good teachers already at the low-performing schools and 

new hires; a total of $3.2 million in bonuses was given to 526 educators.  About 100 of 

these bonus recipients were “alternative certification interns,” professionals from other 

fields who are working toward certification. 
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Utah Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in the Deseret Morning News, Utah is in conflict with the U.S. Department 

of Education (USED) over the issue of test score averaging.  Between 2003 and 2005, 

USED approved Utah’s approach of averaging test scores over three years when 

determining whether a school has met standards under the Federal No Child Left Behind 

Act.  USED has told State officials that such averaging is no longer allowed and, in doing 

so, Utah is violating NCLB provisions.  It is expected that the issue will be discussed 

between USED and the State over the next month. 
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Virginia Update 
January 2008 
 

During the National RTI Summit, Doug Cox, who heads the Virginia Office of Special 

Education, provided the strategic approach to rolling out and scaling up RTI in the State.  

The SEA is planning to create eight to ten pilot sites in the very near future in which 

alternative approaches, and perhaps specific interventions, will be pilot tested.  After two 

years of consensus building with districts, the SEA has published its general RTI 

guidance for school districts (divisions).  According to the guidance, about 99 percent of 

the school divisions currently use PALS as the universal screening test to determine the 

point of entry into the tiers of intervention and the kinds of support that are needed for 

each student.  A student placed in Tier 2 continues to receive the core curriculum and 

regular Tier 1 classroom instruction, but receives additional interventions -- for a 

minimum of 30 minutes per day -- in supplemental reading instruction in groups of no 

more than five students.  Tier 2 can be conducted by the regular teacher or a specialized 

teacher.  Instruction for Tier 3 is even more extensive, more focused, and more frequent 

and individualized.  The primary difference between Tier 2 and Tier 3 is the frequency 

with which interventions occur, the relationship of particular interventions, the skill and 

expertise of the teacher, and the frequency of progress monitoring.  The duration would 

usually be between 12 and 18 weeks.  All interventions must be “scientifically research-

based.” 

 

The central administration of a school division is responsible for oversight and leadership 

in RTI implementation after consensus building.  The next phase in implementation is to 

ensure that there is in place an infrastructure which includes “whether there is an 

adequate system, including technology, to support data collection and analysis that 

provides timely feedback to teachers.”  Review and selection of supplemental programs 

and materials must be matched to needs identified through data analysis.  The unit of 
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analysis to determine success is a school where the role of principal becomes the one of 

instructional leader.  As the guidance states, “selected interventions are defined so that all 

stakeholders know precisely what the intervention is, where it will occur, how long it will 

last, and who will be providing it.”  In a recent discussion, a key SEA official emphasized 

that the State rollout does not, in any way, affect the initiatives already underway in 

virtually all of the divisions, with some such as Henrico County having had a decade of 

experience in implementing Child Find study teams, the predecessor of RTI.  Title I State 

and local officials have been a major part of the team which developed the guidance and 

Title I has taken a lead role in division implementation of RTI.  The SEA is currently 

developing its draft IDEA State regulations which will incorporate some of the provisions 

in the RTI guidance. 

 

Education Daily reports that the Virginia Department of Education will partner with 

Pokémon USA to provide school administrators, teachers and parents with “high-quality” 

instructional resources for teaching students about online safety. 
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Washington Update 
January 2008 
 

As reported in The Seattle Times, Washington State has proposed allocating an additional 

$5.3 million for English language learners (ELLs), particularly high school students who 

must pass the reading and writing portions of the tenth-grade Washington Assessment of 

Student Learning in order to graduate.  State data indicate that there are 960 seniors who 

are ELLs with enough credits to graduate but who have not passed the WASL.  Among 

the approaches proposed to help these students are: 

 hiring 25 coaches to train teachers to help ELLs ($2.3 million); 

 a pilot program in ten high schools combining English literacy and job skills 

($1.25 million); 

 start-up grants for night classes or other innovative ways to help ELLs finish 

school ($1 million), and 

 online courses in Spanish ($713,000). 

 

According to the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, 94.5 percent of the 73,000 students in the 

Class of 2008, after August retakes, meet standards in reading and writing.  Even after 

retakes, however, only 13.7 percent of the Class of 2008 passed the math section of the 

WASL.  The Class of 2008 is the first that has to pass the reading and writing WASL (or 

a State-approved alternative) in order to graduate.  About 74 percent of the Class of 2009 

has passed the reading and writing WASL, but less than half has passed math (which is 

not a graduation requirement until 2013).  The Class of 2009 will have three more 

chances to take the WASL. 
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West Virginia Update 
January 2008 
 

West Virginia officials, during the recent RTI Summit, described its strategy for a 

Statewide response-to-intervention system for all grades.  The RTI infrastructure has 

been established through two years of pilot studies involving the Regional Education 

Service Agency and field-based project coordinators.  Professional development will 

occur during the summer of 2008; technical assistance has been provided by the National 

Center on Student Monitoring.  Nancy Cook, West Virginia’s Reading First Coordinator, 

defined a number of funding sources that have been used to support RTI activities, 

including the 15 percent set-aside of IDEA funds for early intervening services, some 

Title I funds, and some IDEA State professional development grants.  Implementation at 

the elementary school level will begin July 1
st
, 2009.  

 

According to several national rankings, including one by the Higher Education Policy 

Commission, West Virginia graduates on time more than 70 percent of its incoming 

ninth-graders; the national average is 68 percent.  On the negative side, only 37 percent 

of the incoming high school freshmen will go on to post-secondary education and only 16 

percent will receive an undergraduate degree.  West Virginia has adopted the 21
st
 Century 

Learning Initiative which emphasizes competitiveness in the classroom and college 

preparedness. 
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Wisconsin Update 
January 2008 
 

According to eSchoolNews, in early December, a Wisconsin State court ordered the State 

to stop funding the Wisconsin Virtual Academy on the grounds that the online charter 

school was violating State law by allowing parents to assume the duties of State-licensed 

teachers and by being located outside the district that operates it.  Created in 2003 by the 

Northern Ozaukee School District and operated by K-12, Inc., the 600-student Academy 

was sued by the State’s largest teachers’ union.  The ruling puts in jeopardy other online 

charter schools and distance learning programs in the State. 
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Wyoming Update 
January 2008 
 

Even though public school enrollment in Wyoming has been declining for the past 

decade, school funding has gone up -- to $1.1 billion this year -- largely because of 

revenues from the coal industry.  Wyoming’s school funding formula is determined 

primarily by enrollment, but there is an adjustment for smaller schools.  Each student is 

worth approximately $13,000 in State funds to the district. 

 


