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TO:  TechMIS Subscribers 
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SUBJ: NCLB Fiscal Guidance, Niche Marketing/Sales Suggestions and Tips, 

Washington Update, and State Profile Updates 

 

Included in this TechMIS issue are a number of reports that should be of interest to marketing, 

and particularly new sales staff, who may not be familiar with niche markets such as Title I and 

Special Education, along with several Washington Update items, and, for your convenience,  the 

June 7 TechMIS Alert on USED Fiscal Guidance.  Based upon recent discussions with several 

key TechMIS subscriber contacts, we are sending, under separate cover, a draft of the 

TURNKEY Special Education Marketing and Sales Guide that includes several appendices 

which are excerpts from TechMIS Special Reports and Washington Update items over the last 

year and a half.  Because many TechMIS subscribers have sales meetings planned for this 

summer, we felt that the draft document would be particularly useful to marketing and/or sales 

staff who are not familiar with the special education market niche and some of the new 

provisions and mandates under IDEA -- including Early Intervening Services and RTI -- most of 

which will begin to implemented nationwide in September.  This is being sent separately to the 

key contact who is in a better position to determine who else should receive the draft guide.  We 

have also included an updated document, “Selling Into Niche Markets,” which might also be 

helpful to the same staff members.   

 

For those subscribers who have any questions or would like us to participate in sales meetings by 

telephone hookup, please contact me directly. 

 

The Washington Update includes two items: 

 

 Highlights of policy discussions during the recent Association of Educational Publishers 

Washington Summit in which leading education groups’ lobbyists noted the policy 

changes they would be seeking in the NCLB reauthorization; 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 



 By June 19, six states had requested approval for up to seven districts in their states to 

provide supplemental educational services in schools identified for improvement for the 

first time before offering the parent choice transportation option; within these states the 

names of districts are included, where available, and the “best prospects” for firms to 

partner with districts which are the most likely to provide their own SES if permitted, 

directly or through “affiliated entities” in the district.  

 

In an election year, Congress is living up to its “do nothing” criticism on the significant and 

substantive issues before it.  The House appropriations bill would level fund Title I and slightly 

increase IDEA, but zero fund the President’s proposed Math NOW initiative and Education 

Technology State Grants, resulting in an overall increase in discretionary funding by only one 

percent.  The Senate Appropriations Committee would increase education funding by perhaps 

$1-$2 billion more than the House.  Observers believe that when the Senate budget line items are 

proposed and passed, the differences between the House and Senate will still be significant and 

that there will not likely be any budget resolution until after the November elections.   

 

In a perhaps more serious area, a bill has been passed in the House to allow a Presidential line 

item veto which could result in Presidential rescission of funding for specific programs and/or, at 

the least, create funding uncertainty for multi-year discretionary grants.  Other bills are designed 

to limit “wasteful spending” and reduce pork barrel earmarks.  In a June 19 analysis, the Center 

on Budget and Policy Priorities concluded, “The line item veto legislation would expand 

Presidential power to a greater degree than may have been commonly understood.”  CBPP also 

noted the President would have a second chance to cancel all funding for the 91 programs (of 

which approximately half were within USED) that he proposed to eliminate in the February 2006 

proposed budget (go to http://www.cbpp.org/6-19-06bud2). 

 

In the area of E-Rate reauthorization/amendments, at least the Senate has made some progress by 

passing an amendment in S 2686 which would exempt the E-Rate from the Anti-Deficiency Act 

(ADA); this would reduce uncertainty of funding commitment letters being sent to applicants 

prior to the receipt of fees from telecommunication carriers.  It would also expand the fee 

payments into the Universal Service Fund from other vendors and other telecommunications 

carriers, including cellular and VOIP providers.  A major battle is expected with the House 

whose committee chairman, Joe Barton (R-TX), hopes to “kill the E-Rate program.”   

 

On the regulatory side, two activities we are monitoring and could have implications for 

subscribers, include regulations for implementing the National Instructional Materials 

Accessibility Standards (NIMAS) and USED’s recent threats of sanctions in the form of 

withholding portions of state Title I administrative set asides in states which are not meeting the 

highly qualified teacher requirements or which do not have USED approval of their state 

assessments by July 1.   

 

Following the AEP Washington Summit, Federal and state officials met with textbook and 

supplemental publishers to review progress being made for planned implementation of the 

NIMAS provisions in December 2006.  While publishers have been working with the Committee 

(headed by officials from the Center for Applied Special Technology [CAST]) to develop the 

http://www.cbpp.org/6-19-06bud2


electronic file formats for submitting print materials, publisher concerns have heightened in the 

following areas: 

 

 how much time and effort it will take to get “permissions” from content owners for 

electronic transmission; 

 

 how can unauthorized copying be minimized; 

 

 what types of supplemental print materials will also be required to meet NIMAS 

electronic file formats, especially in non-adoption states. 

 

The NIMAS regulatory process could be “stalled.” 

 

USED has threatened states that have not met, or have not conducted a “good faith effort” to 

meet, the highly qualified teacher requirements of NCLB and have not had their assessment 

plans approved (to date only three states have been “fully approved”) with sanctions in the form 

of withholding 10-25 percent of the SEAs Title I administrative Title set-aside.  The dollar 

amount of sanctions would be rather small (10-25 percent of the overall one percent of the total 

state Title I allocation).  However, it does represent a sanction that is likely to receive significant 

media attention which will result in some SEA time and a few dollars being re-allocated to get 

into compliance next year.   

 

The State Profile Updates confirm some of the predictions which we and others such as the 

Center on Education Policy have made.  With only one or two exceptions most of the 20+ states 

which have graduation or exit exams are appropriating new funds and/or reallocating state funds 

to provide remediation, tutoring, and summer school programs for high school students who 

failed portions of the most recent exit exam; and in certain states, the cut score for passing exit 

exam sub-tests is being debated and will likely be modified.  Large increases in K-12 

appropriations of between 5 and 20 percent in some states are occurring with much of the 

increases being allocated to teacher salary increases and replenishing “rainy day” funds.  

However, as predicted in the February Washington Update, a number of state categorical 

compensatory education programs, as well as formula programs, are beginning to have their 

“depleted coffers” refilled.  In 2001-2002, before state budgets were cut significantly, state 

formula and categorical programs that targeted low-performing poverty students totaled slightly 

over $9 billion, which was about equal to the 2001 Federal Title I allocation.  Another trend that 

continues to be manifest in some states is the state legislative intent to offer more forms of 

choice, particularly through creation or expansion of charter schools.   

 

As always, if you have any questions please contact me or Blair Curry directly. 
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Washington Update8
   

Vol. 11, No. 7, July 1, 2006 

 

Policy Highlights From AEP 

Education Summit 
 

During the June 7-9 Association of 

Educational Publishers annual Washington 

summit, the impact upon supplemental 

publishers of current and possible NCLB 

changes and USED appropriations were 

addressed by several seasoned officials from 

education advocacy groups.  In addition, 

Charlene Gaynor, CEO of AEP, and newly-

hired government relations staff member, 

Jennifer Hill, summarized some of the 

initiatives undertaken by AEP to protect 

many of the vested interests of supplemental 

education publishers over the last year or so.  

Appropriate policy highlights are identified 

below.   

 

AASA 

Bruce Hunter, Chief Lobbyist for the 

American Association of School 

Administrators, announced that the 

Congressional Research Service office 

estimates of the number of districts which 

had reductions in their anticipated Title I 

budgets for this coming school year 

increased from 8,200 last year to 9,500 this 

coming year.  He suggested that this fact 

alone perhaps explains why sales -- 

especially to the Title I marketplace -- 

would have dropped for certain companies 

this year.  In the districts which are 

receiving budget reductions in Title I 

funding, very little Title I funding is left 

after salaries for existing teachers are 

budgeted.  In an offline discussion, he 

agreed that firms which go after “Federal 

funds” or even Title I funds generally, were 

not going to have much success.  Rather, 

within Title I, for example, they need to 

target those districts which have “pots of 

Title I funds” which have to be set aside for 

very specific purposes, such as SES or staff 

development.  When I mentioned the new 

Title I fiscal guidance addressed in the June 

7 TechMIS Special Alert, he was not aware 

of the Non-Regulatory Guidance, but 

suggested that the impact could be very, 

very significant because, for many large 

urban districts, over 30 percent of their Title 

I budget will be set aside for SES and staff 

development.   

 

Hunter lead off his presentation by stating 

bluntly that high-level school administrators 

are only interested in and knowledgeable 

about Title I and IDEA/Special Education 

Federal programs.  And while they are 

increasingly getting more involved in 

decisions related to selecting products, 

programs, and approaches in these areas, 

most leave such decisions to other staff 

when it comes to the use of other Federal 

program funds which districts receive. 

 

Mr. Hunter noted that most of the cuts are 

occurring in suburban districts while at least 

some of the large urban districts continue to 

receive some increases in Federal Title I 

funding.  Because of the nature of the 

appropriation process and the existence of 

four parts to the Title I formula grant, there 

is significant volatility in funding allocations 
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from year to year and that a fundamental 

change in the Title I formula is required to 

ensure greater stability and predictability of 

funding allocations.  One way to do so is to 

follow the policy underlying the Federally-

subsidized School Lunch Program which is 

based upon a “cost-based compensation” 

formula which requires that the Federal 

government make funds available to 

implement Federal requirements and 

mandates.  This is one of four major changes 

AASA is seeking.   

 

AASA will also support changes in the area 

of assessment by promoting types of 

assessments which clearly measure what 

students learn in school as opposed to 

knowledge they learn outside of school.  

Here, he said, the implication for publishers 

is to ensure that “curriculum has embedded 

assessment items” and that states give equal 

priority to the use of formative assessments 

as they do to state assessments taken only 

one time annually.  As we and other 

education market analysts have noted, the 

area of formative assessments is growing by 

leaps and bounds under the guise of data-

driven decision-making, especially because 

many of the state assessments do not 

provide teachers information that can be 

used to inform instruction in an ongoing and 

timely manner.  

 

A third change sought by AASA is to have 

Title I funds targeted more and more to 

poor, low-achieving students whose 

progress is monitored and measured through 

the use of disaggregated data.  This, he said, 

is necessary if school districts are going to 

be able to demonstrate to Congress that Title 

I funds are having an impact.  In an earlier 

offline discussion, I mentioned that the 

recent Title I fiscal issues Non-Regulatory 

Guidance basically has allowed Title I 

schoolwide programs to treat all Federal 

funds as “block grants” and not have to 

report how the money is spent.  In response 

to a question about how AASA’s proposed 

change conflicted with AASA’s previous 

support of schoolwide programs, he stated 

that AASA had initially proposed to reduce 

the required poverty enrollment for a 

schoolwide program from 70 percent to 50 

percent (it is now 40 percent), but now 

realizes, “What you get, sometimes you find 

out you don’t want.”  He acknowledged that 

the Administration’s priority is providing 

increased flexibility to serve all students in 

schoolwide programs certainly conflicts 

with the original underlying Title I 

philosophy of targeting funds to poor 

students.  AASA would like legislation to 

return to the prior requirements.   

 

The fourth major change being proposed by 

AASA is to make the rule-making process 

more “transparent” so that Title I is being 

implemented more uniformly among the 

states.  Not only does this present enormous 

problems in comparing results in one state to 

those in another, but it also creates 

significant problems for publishers and 

education marketers.  During a recent 

speech before the Council of Chief State 

School Officers he stated, “All of you have 

some special deals with USED, don’t you?” 

and everyone tacitly agreed.   

 

 

 

NEKIA 

Following Hunter, Jim Kohlmoos, who 

heads the National Education Knowledge 

Industry Association, whose membership 



 

 

TechMIS publication provided by        

Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, cblaschke@edturnkey.com 
Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution©, Vol. 11, No. 7, July 1, 2006 

 

 

3 

consists of more than 30 firms and other 

groups which are generally in the research, 

development, evaluation, and knowledge 

management and utilization business and 

who is also on the Board of AEP, provided 

his own personal as well as organizational 

perspective on certain changes which are 

needed in the NCLB reauthorization.  As an 

observer and participant in the education 

policy implementation process (Kohlmoos 

was a former Deputy Assistant Secretary at 

USED under the Clinton Administration), he 

noted that NCLB was an amendment to a 

30-year-old ESEA legislation which was 

modified in the 1994 reauthorization to 

include many of the provisions and 

mandates in NCLB.  The major difference is 

that there are more accountability sanctions 

under NCLB that are actually being 

enforced.  He emphasized that Federal 

education policy can affect the demand for 

certain products through accountability, 

sanctions and methods of calculating AYP, 

but it could also provide program funding 

that can be used to affect the supply side 

(i.e., the development of products and 

services to meet mandated needs).  Policy 

changes in SEA over time have focused 

upon “equity and excellence”; then came the 

“standards and alignment” movement during 

the mid-1990s, and then “accountability” 

under NCLB.  He suggested that the next 

reauthorization will and should focus upon 

“solutions.”  He noted that the percent of 

funds allocated for education R&D are much 

lower than for any other sector and that one 

of NEKIA’s goals is to develop the 

“knowledge sector” within education where 

R&D is used to develop solutions which are 

not only scientifically-based, but also 

knowledge-based.  He emphasized that 

scientifically-based evidence is only one 

element of an effective knowledge 

utilization program in implementing 

effective solutions.   

 

During a Q&A period, Kohlmoos was asked 

to comment upon the apparent policy change 

within What Works Clearinghouse to 

produce abstracts of more studies which 

have less rigor than the “gold standard” of 

scientifically-based research (i.e., 

randomized trials) with large numbers of 

students.  Within USED there is a struggle 

between the Office of the Secretary and the 

What Works Clearinghouse he noted, 

largely because What Works Clearinghouse 

has not provided much guidance on effective 

program solutions to meet mandated needs 

under NCLB because the number of 

rigorous studies is extremely limited (see 

June TechMIS Washington Update).  He 

noted that the What Works Clearinghouse 

philosophy appears to be changing to one 

that has a more “common sense basis” of 

presenting evidence, where it exists, and 

then commenting on the quality of the 

evidence and letting schools, districts, and 

other practitioners decide whether or not the 

evidence is strong enough.  He indicated that 

very shortly USED will be announcing an 

initiative to identify and/or develop 

“promising practices.” 

 

AEE 

The third panelist, Bob Wise, former 

Governor of West Virginia and now head of 

the Alliance for Excellence in Education, an 

advocacy group for middle and high school 

reform, noted a number of trends which are 

occurring in spite of the fact that Congress 

has not provided funding for many of the 

middle and high school reforms proposed by 

the Administration.  Although additional 
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funding may become available to implement 

initiatives in the area of math and science, 

Wise noted that many states are moving 

ahead with middle and high school reform.  

States are realizing that improved, more 

rigorous curricula in math and science will 

be to no avail unless equal priority funding 

is placed upon literacy training at the middle 

and high school levels through AEE’s 

“Reading Next” proposal.  Under the 

Striving Readers program, which is 

scheduled for a slight increase next year, he 

emphasized the need to train more literacy 

coaches and to evaluate practices that work.  

He also confirmed, in an offline discussion, 

that the Smaller Learning Communities 

remain the primary Federal funding source 

to assess the efficacy of math and reading 

programs at the middle and high school 

level.  Striving Readers is funded at about 

$25 million while Smaller Learning 

Communities is funded at almost $80-$90 

million.  Another clear trend occurring at the 

state level is attempts by both governors and 

legislators to link high school curricula to 

college entry.   

 

AEP 

Charlene Gaynor, CEO of AEP, outlined 

some of the advocacy areas in which AEP is 

involved and has made progress.  One such 

area is educating Congress, as well as 

USED, in applying a different set of 

standards or rigor to scientifically based 

research for supplemental materials vs. basal 

texts.  Progress has been made through the 

efforts of Chairman Mike Castle of the 

Education Subcommittee who included 

report language during last year’s 

Conference Report on IDEA to ensure that 

supplemental materials can also be 

considered for use under early intervening 

services provisions in the new IDEA.   

 

 

While Only A Few States Have 

Requested USED Approval for 

Selected Districts to Provide SES 

Before the Parent Choice Transfer 

Option, Opportunities For 

Partnering With Some Districts 

Which Operate Their Own SES 

Program Could Exist 

 
In response to a USED invitation (see June 

TechMIS Washington Update), only six 

states requested USED approval to allow up 

to seven districts in their state to offer SES 

before the parent choice transportation 

option.  Opportunities for firms with 

appropriate products and services to partner 

with districts which will operate their SES 

programs themselves or through an affiliated 

entity do exist.  While over the last two 

years, virtually every state has requested to 

allow districts to provide SES before the 

parent choice transportation option in 

schools identified for improvement for the 

first time, most states did not accept the 

USED invitation because they weren’t 

eligible (i.e., their state assessment plan had 

not received appropriate USED approval) or 

they felt the new flexibility for only a 

limited number of districts was outweighed 

by other USED conditions and potential 

USED monitoring/audit “burdens.”  An 

official at the Council of Chief State School 

Officers, who monitors NCLB 

implementation at the state level, said that 

many states felt they didn’t want to “upset 

the apple cart” as states were beginning to 
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put mechanisms in place to deal with 

existing NCLB mandates and that this new 

flexibility would create burdens on states 

beyond the benefit of the district’s 

flexibility.  While USED verbally heralded 

the expansion of the pilot program (initially 

tested in four Virginia districts) as a means 

to increase eligible student participation in 

supplemental educational services beyond 

the 17 percent nationwide, as we noted in 

the May Washington Update, several 

observers felt the real intent was to ensure 

greater compliance among states and 

districts with strict interpretations of NCLB 

choice and other provisions.  One NCLB 

observer noted that, because of the low 

response from states, some conditions may 

be lifted and additional states would be 

encouraged to submit applications.   

 

In many states, the districts that sought 

approval to reverse the parent choice 

transportation option and SES were small, 

isolated districts in which transfer options 

were limited or non-existent.  There are, 

however, some larger districts in certain 

states which want to expand SES or 

afterschool programs operated by affiliated 

entities in order to provide SES to more 

students rather than contracting only with 

third-party SES providers.  Below, we 

identify some of the districts based on 

discussions which we and our associates 

have had with SEA officials over the last 

few days. 

 

In addition to the four Virginia divisions 

(districts) that participated in the initial pilot 

program which demonstrated that SES 

participation rates could increase 

dramatically if SES were provided early, 

state has requested approval for three 

additional divisions:  Fairfax County, 

Greene County, and Suffolk City.  As of 

June 22, none of these three districts had 

submitted appropriate documents to the SEA 

to be approved to operate its own SES 

program, but one or two will likely do so.  

SEA officials believe that the state’s request 

will be approved as it currently meets all of 

the eligibility criteria and feels strongly that 

it will receive one of the three necessary 

types of approval for its assessment system 

which has been one of the major reasons 

other states did not apply. 

 

Indiana has requested approval to allow 

three districts -- Muncie, Decatur, and 

Monroe County -- to provide SES earlier.  

Currently, only Decatur has been approved 

to operate its own SES programs.  

According to SEA officials, districts were 

asked whether or not they wish to be 

considered and many opted out for a wide 

range of reasons.  Although the SEA 

assessment plan has not yet been officially 

approved by USED, officials believe that it 

will be approved in the very near future.  In 

order to ensure that participation rates 

increase, the SEA is requiring the 

participating districts to send multiple letters 

notifying parents of eligible students about 

the availability of SES and will require that 

enrollment remains open during the school 

year.   

 

North Carolina has requested approval for 

seven LEAs to provide SES before offering 

the parent choice option:  it is not clear 

which, if any, of the seven districts have 

been identified for improvement and, thus, 

are not able to provide their own SES 

programs.  However, the North Carolina 

SEA website includes the districts and/or 
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affiliated entities which were approved to 

provide SES during the 2005-06 school 

year; Guilford County (School Enrichment 

and Acceleration Academy) and Durham 

County (Community Education) were 

among those approved.  Both have applied 

for approval for 2006-07.  Both the district’s 

improvement status and/or availability of 

SES providers could change for next year.  

Robeson, Cumberland, Northampton, Burke, 

Durham, Guilford (School Enrichment and 

Acceleration Academy), and Pitt.  For 2006-

07 in Durham the community education 

department in Durham Public Schools has 

applied to become an approved SES 

provider.  Additional information is on the 

SEA website, www.ncpublicschools.org/nclb/ses/providers. 

 

The Alaska SEA has applied on behalf of 

Ketchikan and two other districts which are 

very remote.   

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/nclb/ses/providers
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Alabama Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in Education Week, the Alabama legislature approved a 14 percent budget increase 

for FY 2007.  Under the plan, the number of days in the school year will increase from 175 to 

180 and teachers will receive an average salary increase of $1,900.  In addition, districts must 

make all of their monthly financial reports and annual budgets available to the public online and 

they must manage their cash flows so that they maintain a balance equal to one month of 

spending.   

 

As reported in The Clarion-Ledger, online summer school has become a hot item this year.  

Alabama’s Virtual School offers 12 free, online courses; more than 600 students have enrolled 

(compared with only 26 last summer).  The most popular courses are English 3 and Advanced 

Placement American Government.  Funding for the online summer school classes has been 

provided by the State ($1 million) and a grant from the Bell South Foundation ($2.5 million).   

 

According to The Huntsville Times, the Alabama Reading Initiative (ARI) is considering a 

model program which increased student confidence, improved communication among teachers, 

and caused teachers to take more responsibility for addressing the reading needs of individual 

students.   

 

The American Institutes for Research (AIR) conducted a descriptive study of the Alabama 

Reading Initiative as it is implemented in secondary schools.  Among lessons derived from the 

study are:   

 Be responsive to the different needs of secondary and elementary schools and students; 

 Develop partnerships among administrators, teachers, and schools to create a well-

defined K-12 reading continuum; 

 Provide secondary schools and teachers with support from specialized staff; and  

 Be attentive to local, state, and national policy environments as they relate to reading. 
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The study’s key recommendation is to use a flexible model, grounded in solid research, that is 

responsive to different secondary school content areas and to local school conditions.   

 

The Birmingham News reports that schools in Alabama can omit test scores of students 

displaced by last year’s hurricanes from the calculations of adequate yearly progress under the 

Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  The State’s 130 school districts have been informed 

by the State that these displaced students -- as many as 4,300 are enrolled in Alabama schools -- 

can be excluded.   
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 Arizona Update - July 2006 

 
The Arizona Republic reports that the State’s education funding is a major area of discussion in 

the legislature’s consideration of the new State budget that must be passed by July 1.  The 

Senate’s plan includes $160 million to continue (for the third and fourth years) the five-year plan 

to phase in full-day kindergarten Statewide.  It also includes $90 million to increase teacher pay 

($49 million) and offset retirement costs ($41 million).   

 

According to Education Week, Arizona is paying as much as $40 per hour to districts for 

tutoring of students who have not passed the State’s high school exit exam.   
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Arkansas Update - July 2006 

 
As reported by Stateline.org., the Arkansas legislature, in a special April session, increased 

school funding by $132.5 million.  The additional money is in response to a ruling by the State’s 

Supreme Court that public education in Arkansas was inadequately financed.   

 

Arkansas has established an online professional development network -- known as Arkansas 

IDEA (Internet-Delivered Education for Arkansas Schools) that will allow teachers to earn some 

of their 60-hours-per-year training requirement over the Internet.  The State legislature has 

authorized $500,000 to increase staffing in support of enhanced professional development.   

 

 

 

 



 

  
©2006, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

California Update - July 2006 

 
California has initiated the nation’s first comprehensive study of the costs to the State of 

implementing the mandates of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  A total of $2.6 

million has been contributed by four national foundations to support a series of 20 studies 

addressing California’s school financing, per-pupil funding, and governance in the context of 

NCLB requirements.  Findings from the research are expected by the end of the calendar year.   

 

California voters soundly defeated Proposition 82 which called for universal preschool funded by 

a tax on the State’s highest-income taxpayers.  Losing by a 61 percent to 39 percent margin, 

Proposition 82 saw its initial support cool over recent months as people came to believe 

additional funding should go toward fixing the State’s K-12 education system rather than to a 

small number of four-year-olds.  Two-thirds of California’s four-year-olds already attend 

preschool programs and the Governor’s budget includes additional funding to expand preschool 

availability.   

 

As reported in the Los Angeles Daily News, the California Virtual Academies (CAVA) -- a 

virtual public charter school -- serves 3,500 students in grades K-9 Statewide, through 170 

teachers.  The non-profit CAVA provides each student with textbooks, workbooks, a computer 

(and printer), an Internet connection, appropriate software, and art and science materials.  CAVA 

uses a curriculum from K12.  Students are requested to meet with teachers at least five times per 

year and teachers are available -- online and by telephone -- on weekdays.   

 

As part of its new budget, California has allocated $50 million for classes -- after-school, 

summer school, and other programs -- to help struggling students pass the State assessment.  As 

reported in Education Week, the funding is focused in districts that have experienced high failure 

rates and provides an average of $600 per student.   

 

California has announced that a total of $46.5 million in Teacher Recruitment and Student 

Support Program grants will be allocated to 338 low-performing schools.  The money is to be 

used to provide a safe, clean school, support services for teachers and students, and small group 
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instruction, all in an effort to recruit “highly qualified” teachers.  Each school’s grant is equal to 

its enrollment times $25.71.  The funds will be released by the State according to the following 

schedule:  50 percent upon receipt of a signed agreement from the school; 25 percent in 

November; and 25 percent after approval of the school’s year-end expenditure report.   

 

According to the San Francisco Chronicle, the California Court of Appeals will hear the case of 

the controversial high school exit exam in late July, meaning nearly 50,000 seniors who have 

failed the test will not receive diplomas with their classmates.   

 

According to The Los Angeles Times, enrollment in Los Angeles Unified School District is 

expected to drop by 20,000 students next year, the fourth consecutive year of decline.  Because 

most State funding is determined by enrollment, the district will lose approximately $114 million 

in State aid, only partially offset by the $40 million saved because of the lower demand for 

services.  The lower enrollment will reduce the need for new school construction from 21 

schools originally planned to only 15.   

 

Education Daily reports that the Los Angeles school district plans to spend $36 million next year 

for school improvements in the district’s 17 lowest-performing schools.  All of the targeted 

schools receive Federal Title I funding and all but one have primarily minority enrollments.  To 

be raised from various (as yet unidentified) sources, the money will be used to hire more teachers 

and counselors, as well as for science lab and library renovations and other facilities 

improvements.   
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Colorado Update - July 2006 

 
A new poll by Communities for Quality Education (CQE) indicates that education is the top 

priority of Colorado voters in this gubernatorial and legislative elections.  A total of 63 percent 

of Colorado voters say they want State funding for public education increased.   

 

As reported in the Rocky Mountain News, Governor Bill Owens has appointed a 15-member 

panel to consider ways to prepare students better for college and work.  Because current State 

academic assessments only go up to tenth grade, the panel is considering more rigorous 

standards for juniors and seniors.  The new tests are likely to be less extensive than the current 

Colorado Student Assessment Program.   
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Connecticut Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in Education Week, the Connecticut legislature has added $50 million to the State’s 

preK-12 budget for FY 2007, bringing the total to $2.27 billion.  Among the line items seeing 

significant increases are:  (1) $12 million for preschool programs in high-need districts [total:  

$117 million]; and (2) $20 million to help districts pay for high-cost special education [total:  

$106 million].   

 

As reported in the Hartford Courant, a number of Connecticut school teachers, whose credentials 

were initially questioned by the U.S. Department of Education (USED), have been approved as 

“highly qualified.”  Originally, USED indicated that elementary teachers in Connecticut, 

certified prior to 1988, may not have demonstrated competence in core subjects and that teacher 

tests in social studies areas were inadequate to measure competence.  A total of 13,000 teachers -

- about 30 percent of the State’s teachers -- were in limbo until USED more recent ruling.   
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Delaware Update - July 2006 

 
A State task force has issued a recommendation that Delaware replace its existing State 

assessment with a more high-tech system.  The recommendation states that the testing program 

should judge whether students are meeting standards, help teachers improve, hold schools 

accountable, inform parents, and measure individual student progress.  The State will soon seek 

proposals from testing vendors.  Some school districts do not have the infrastructure to support 

computer-based testing for all students and will require a significant initial cost for the 

technology.  Delaware’s existing testing program costs about $8.3 million per year; the new 

system will certainly cost more.   

 

A State committee has recommended that Delaware high schools have more rigorous high school 

graduation standards.  The new requirements would increase the number of mandatory credits 

from 22 to 24, add one more credit of mathematics, require two credits of foreign language, and 

specify courses students must take (i.e., Biology, Chemistry, Algebra II).  If adopted, the changes 

would go into effect with the Class of 2011.   

 

The Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth, and Their Families (DSCYF) has 

selected the BASI (Basic Achievement Skills Inventory) to assess the achievement of students in 

juvenile justice and mental health education programs.  DSCYF provides educational services to 

350 students in ten juvenile justice and mental health programs at two State detention facilities.  

The BASI tests were chosen because they can be administered to groups of students and they are 

capable of providing timely and useful test results.   
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Florida Update - July 2006 

 
The Alliance for Excellent Education notes that Florida is continuing to build on the State’s 

Middle Grades Reform Act which, beginning in 2004, provided more rigorous coursework in 

middle schools and placed reading coaches in middle schools across the State.  Last year, 540 

new reading coaches were hired to help middle school students and middle school teachers 

receive comprehensive training and began using a progress monitoring tool to make assessments 

throughout the school year.   

 

Florida’s new Statewide prekindergarten program has had great difficulty reaching its enrollment 

goals.  Beginning in early June, the free summer pre-K program had enrolled only 8,600 four-

year-olds across the State, far fewer than the 35,000 projected.  As reported in The Herald 

Tribune, many parents are balking at enrolling their children in the 300-hour summer program as 

mandated by the legislature; that comes to as much as ten hours per day.  The State’s school year 

prekindergarten totaled 540 hours spread over the 180-day school year, an average of three hours 

per day.   

 

Governor Jeb Bush has signed the education bill -- passed by the legislature last month -- that 

will require Florida’s high school students to declare major and minor areas of study.  All 

students would still have to pass the core curriculum, but could name as a major a traditional 

academic subject (e.g., English, mathematics) or a vocational field (e.g., health care, carpentry).  

The bill also provides higher compensation for teachers who work in low-performing schools or 

in subjects with shortages of qualified teachers.   

 

A number of Florida school districts are planning to invest heavily in learning technology.  

Manatee County, for example, plans to spend $6 million in the coming school year in as many as 

ten schools and a student identification system on County school buses.  It is also exploring the 

possibility of spending $12 million on a fiber-optic network to provide schools with extremely 

fast Internet access.  Manatee County has allocated $1 million to continue its initiative to provide 

a laptop computer for every student, paying for 500 laptops along with software and teacher 

training.   
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The Miami Herald reports that the number of schools in the Miami-Dade school district 

receiving “A” grades on the State assessment rose to 179 last year, up from 153 the year before.  

The number of “B” schools also increased from 49 to 60.  In addition, some schools -- including 

five charter schools -- that had not been graded before received “As” in their first year.   

 

The St. John’s County School District has undertaken the purchase of 1,500 notebook computers 

-- at a cost of $1.75 million -- to improve the productivity of its teachers and administrators.  As 

reported by Education Technology News, the district will give each teacher a notebook computer 

-- with appropriate software -- that is compatible with the district’s information systems.  

Gateway will provide the district with the 1,500 M465-E notebook computers, as well as 70 E-

4500 desktops.   
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 Georgia Update - July 2006 

 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reports that close to 23 percent of Georgia’s eighth-grade 

students failed the State assessment in math and 11 percent failed the reading test.  This means a 

total of 30,000 eighth-graders could be held back if they don’t pass a retest this summer.  This is 

the first the testing requirement for promotion has been in effect.   

 

In its Spring session, the Georgia legislature approved a number of proposals ste forth by 

Governor Sonny Perdue, including: 

 reduced class sizes 

 a four-percent increase in teacher pay 

 borrowing of $442 million for new schools and buses 

 requiring that 65 percent of all school funding go toward instruction 

 

According to Education Week, K-12 education spending for FY 2007 will increase by 12 percent 

($779 million) to a total of $7.21 billion.  Included in the new funding is $216 million for a four-

percent increase in the State’s teacher salary schedule, as well as $10 million which will be given 

to teachers, in the form of a debit card, to buy school supplies during the summer.  The 

legislature also approved Governor Perdue’s plan to require school districts to spend at least 65 

percent of their operating budgets for direct classroom expenses, beginning in FY 2008.   

 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution also reports that Cobb County’s proposed laptop program has 

been overturned by the State Supreme Court.  The Court ruled that the $59 million to be used for 

the program was approved by the voters to upgrade computer facilities “for all students.”  

Because the laptop program was to provide take-home equipment for middle and high school 

students, the Court ruled elementary students would be excluded from the benefits.   
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 Idaho Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in Phi Delta Kappan, Idaho has allocated $1.1 million for the Idaho Digital learning 

Academy, $200,000 of which will be used to reduce tuition for participating students.  The 

remaining $900,000 will be primarily used to provide remedial courses for students who fail 

portions of the Idaho Standards Achievement Test.  Some of the funds will be used to provide 

basic coursework and Advanced Placement classes not available in many of the State’s small 

school districts.   
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Illinois Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in the Chicago Tribune, Governor Rod Blagojevich has signed into law a $10 

million pilot program designed to reduce class sizes in Illinois’ elementary schools.  According 

to State data, the average class sizes in 2005 were 21 in kindergarten, 21.5 in first grade and 22 

in third grade (second grade data were not available).  State officials hope to reduce class sizes to 

no more than 15 students but most educators recognize that goal is financially unattainable.   

 

 



 

  
©2006, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

Indiana Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in The Indianapolis Star, more than 3,300 high school seniors -- six percent of 

Indiana’s graduating class -- received their diplomas last year despite failing the State’s 

graduation test as many as five times.  The State has established some rules by which principals 

can grant waivers from the exit exam requirement -- e.g., 95 percent attendance and a C average 

in key courses -- but does not monitor whether the principals follow the rules.  This year the 

number may go even higher because a waiver option will allow students to attend career-focused 

classes and do internships in place of teachers’ recommendations.   

 

The Indiana legislature has appropriated $9 million this year for remediation to help students 

pass the State assessment in language arts and mathematics; this funding is down from $20 

million in FY 2000.  As reported in Education Week, districts have adjusted their programs to 

focus on specific students and particular academic weaknesses.   

 

The Indiana legislature has passed a law calling for a review of the existing Statewide testing 

program.  Phi Delta Kappan reports that a new testing program is expected to be less expensive, 

less time-consuming, and equally rigorous to the current assessment.  It will be required to 

provide prompt results, measure individual student growth from year-to-year, assess writing 

ability, and be compatible with online testing.   
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Iowa Update - July 2006 

 
At the beginning of June, Governor Tom Vilsack signed into law a substantial education 

package.  As reported in The Des Moines Register, key features of the bills are: 

 a 5.4 percent increase in spending for K-12 education for FY 2007 to $2.3 billion; 

 a requirement that, in order to graduate, high school students must complete four years of 

English and three years each of mathematics, science, and social studies; 

  

 an increase by $2,700 -- phased in over three years -- in the average teacher’s salary; and 

 

 $15 million during the next budget year to expand student access to preschool programs.  

 

According to the Des Moines Register, all incoming elementary school teachers in Iowa -- 

beginning in 2007 -- will be required to take the Praxis II test in order to be given a teaching 

license.  Iowa was cited by the U.S. Department of Education for noncompliance with the 

“highly qualified teacher” provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act.   
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Kansas Update - July 2006 

 
As reported by stateline.org, the Kansas legislature has approved $466 million in additional K-12 

education funding over the next three years.  This year’s K-12 education budget will rise to $2.9 

billion, increasing basic State aid from $4,257 per student to $4,316 per student.  It also targets 

more aid to low-performing students and English language learners.  The increase is in response 

to a ruling by the State Supreme Court that the lawmakers must increase support for schools by 

at least $400 million.  Governor Kathleen Sebelius has signed the measure which gives more 

money to the State’s poorest school districts, but noted that it did not provide funding for full-

day kindergarten nor did it give enough taxing authority to local school districts.  There is 

skepticism, however, that the increased funding will satisfy the Kansas Supreme Court in the 

seven-year-old school finance case which called for an increase of $568 million.   
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Louisiana Update - July 2006 

 
Louisiana has received a three-year, $23.9 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education 

to plan, develop, and implement new charter schools.  This grant is on top of the $20.9 million 

the State received last year to reopen damaged charter schools, expand existing schools to 

accommodate displaced students, and create ten new charter schools.  Hurricane-affected school 

districts in Louisiana -- as well as in Alabama, Mississippi, Texas, and Florida -- have also 

received donations of books from the Gulf Coast Summer Reading Initiative, a collaboration 

between the U.S. Department of Education and First Book.   

 

As reported in The Times-Picayune, the Louisiana legislature is considering a proposed $2.7 

billion K-12 education budget for next year including salary increases of $1,500 for all teachers 

and $500 for support staff.  The legislature is, however, continuing its wrangling over the State 

funding formula with accusations that some districts are being favored over others.   

 

The Times-Picayune also reports that the New Orleans school district, as well as others hard hit 

by last year’s hurricanes, will see dramatic drops in State funding prompted by sharp declines in 

enrollments (a Statewide loss of 74,000).  Revised for the upcoming school year, the State’s 

funding formula -- called the Minimum Foundation Program -- does give special consideration to 

the six districts most affected by the storms by using October 2004 enrollments and tax data as a 

basis.  Even so, New Orleans stands to drop from $219 million in State aid to less than $40 

million.  Statewide, only St. John the Baptist district (600 more students) and St. Charles district 

(1,000 more students) will receive more State funds this coming year.   
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 Maryland Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in Education Week, the Maryland legislature has raised State aid for FY 2007 by 12 

percent -- a $425 million increase.  This is the third annual increase out of the four-year plan to 

increase the State’s K-12 funding by $1.3 billion over the FY 2002 funding level. 

 

The Alliance for Excellent Education reports that Governor Robert Ehrlich has signed into law a 

bill that would establish accurate comparisons of graduation rates across schools and school 

districts.  Maryland is the first state to adopt the voluntary Compact on Graduation Rates 

developed by the National Governors Association.  The Compact is intended to improve state 

data collection on graduation rates and implement a standard calculation of graduation rates 

based on a four-year adjusted cohort.   

 

Data from the Maryland School Assessment system shows significant achievement between 

White and minority students as well as between different minorities, particularly in the State’s 

two largest school districts.  In Montgomery County (suburban Washington, D.C.), Black 

students were as many as 41 percentage points behind White students in terms of proficiency on 

the State assessment and Hispanic students were made as much as 37 percentage points behind.  

Similar, but smaller, gaps were also found in Prince George’s County (also suburban D.C.).   

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
©2006, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

Massachusetts Update - July 2006 

 
According to the Associated Press, Massachusetts has relaxed the process by which students who 

fail the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) tests can appeal the 

requirement that they pass the MCAS in order to graduate.  Under the settlement of a lawsuit 

filed by a number of high school students, the State has eliminated the minimum MCAS score 

that tenth-graders must achieve to be eligible for an appeal that would exempt them.  Previously, 

students had to score 216 out of 280 (the passing score is 220) on the reading and math section to 

be eligible for an appeal.  In addition, the State has allocated $14 million to help high school 

students who have not passed the exit exam.  

 

On the other hand, the State is considering raising the passing standard on the MCAS, 

particularly as mandatory tests in science (2007), and history (2010) are expected to be 

implemented.  Currently, more than 80 percent of tenth-graders pass the MCAS on their first try; 

the State’s goal is to increase the passing score by 20 points -- from 220 to 240 -- in English and 

math.  Alternatively, (and more likely), the passing score would remain the same but students 

who score below 240 would be required to take the MCAS classes and retake the exam until they 

reach 240.   

 

According to The Boston Globe, 91 percent of Massachusetts students entering their senior year 

have already passed the English and mathematics sections of the MCAS, a requirement for 

graduation.  That leaves about 6,000 students -- including nearly 1,000 in Boston -- that have yet 

to pass.   
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 Minnesota Update - July 2006 

 
The Minneapolis Star Tribune reports that Minnesota is planning to experiment with online 

testing beginning next Fall.  The State has asked all school districts to test at least half of their 

English language learners online next school year.  In the Spring of 2007, the State’s new online 

science assessment will be field tested in the fifth, eighth, and eleventh grades.  Some State 

officials question whether the State has the computer infrastructure to conduct online 

assessments.   

 

According to The Pioneer Press, Governor Tim Pawlenty has declared Minnesota’s high schools 

in a state of “silent crisis,” with too many students lacking in motivation.  He is calling for a 

phased overhaul of the way high schools are operated.  His general plan would initially give 15-

20 high school additional funds to restructure their curriculum and specify benchmarks and 

guidelines.   
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 Mississippi Update - July 2006 

 
State funding for K-12 education in Mississippi for FY 2007 is expected to increase by six 

percent over the current year to $2.3 million (out of a total FY 2007 State budget of $4.8 billion).  

As reported in Education Week, formula-based State aid will increase by $123 million (5.4 

percent) to $2 billion.  Among other funded programs are:  (1) $2 million to train 

superintendents, principals, and other education leaders; (2) $1 million to enhance the State’s 

virtual high school; and (3) establishment of a Statewide dropout prevention program.   
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 Montana Update - July 2006 

 
The Missoulian reports that Montana’s largely rural and widespread school districts are having 

trouble meeting the “highly qualified teacher” provisions of the No Child Left Behind Act, 

putting at risk as much as $80 million in Federal funding for the State.  Social studies is the 

content area that presents the biggest problem.  Under Federal rules, history, geography, 

government, and economics are separate subjects requiring separate majors for a teacher to be 

considered “highly qualified.”  Although many high school teachers meet the requirement, 

middle school teachers need only an “elementary endorsement” to teach any subject in grades 6-

8.  The State has proposed using the Praxis II as one component of a teacher rating system, but 

has had bad experiences in past administrations of the test.   
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Nebraska Update - July 2006 

 
Education Week reports that Nebraska’s strong economy has resulted in an upward adjustment in 

the K-12 education budget for FY 2006 of $16 million -- to a total of $700.6 million -- a 10.4 

percent increase over the previous year.  For FY 2007, anticipating slower revenue growth, the 

legislature has approved a 2.6 percent increase to $718.5 million.  The legislature also 

established an early education endowment fund calling on private donors to contribute $20 

million over the next five years.  The fund would give grants to school districts for programs to 

serve disadvantaged children below age 4.   

 

A new Nebraska law establishes a Distance Education Council to facilitate the scheduling of 

distance learning courses.  A total of 336 sites -- schools, education service units, and higher 

education institutions -- may participate in distance learning according to Phi Delta Kappan.  The 

State will be responsible for the bidding process to acquire equipment and software for distance 

education participants.   

 

The legislature also approved, and the Governor has signed, a controversial measure that divides 

the Omaha school district into three new, racially distinct districts -- one predominantly White, 

one largely Black, and the third predominantly Hispanic.  The Omaha branch of the NAACP has 

sued the State arguing the plan violates the fourteenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
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New Mexico Update - July 2006 

 
In late May, Governor Bill Richardson announced his high school redesign initiative intended to 

make New Mexico students better prepared for college and work.  Among the features of the 

Governor’s proposal are: 

 increasing graduation requirements to include four years of mathematics; 

 

 establishment of a Statewide cyber academy which would provide districts with access to 

courses the districts are unable to provide themselves; 

 

 increasing by $3 million funding for Advanced Placement courses and teacher training; 

 

 provide seed money for mini-grants to encourage districts to create night, weekend, and 

alternative schools for students at risk of dropping out. 

 

Like Florida and South Carolina, New Mexico has approved creation of a Statewide body to 

authorize charter schools.  As in many states, New Mexico school districts have often been 

antagonistic toward charter schools and have been unwilling to authorize them.  Until now, 

rejected charter school applicants could appeal to the State which could order the district to 

approve the application.  Under the new law, the State can authorize new charter schools.   
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New York Update - July 2006 

 
In 1999, New York legislature passed Chapter 405 laws which addressed disproportionality of 

minorities in special education.  It identified seven problem areas contributing to 

disproportionality.  In 2001, 364 out of the State’s 717 districts were identified for 

disproportionality in one or more of the seven problem areas.  The State entered into a five-year 

contract in 2004 with the Metropolitan Center of New York University to plan and implement an 

extensive training and technical assistance initiative to identify and reduce disproportionality.  In 

2006, the number of districts identified as having disproportionality had dropped to 60.  The 

process includes developing a service plan, implementing overall strategies which include 

selected solutions and interventions, collection of data about strategy solution effectiveness or 

impact, and measurement of solution satisfaction.  A summary of the process is included in the 

Summer 2006 issue of Counterpoint, published by the National Association of State Directors of 

Special Education.  For more detailed information, contact Edward Fergus, Director of Research 

and Evaluation, Metropolitan Center for Urban Education, Steinhardt School of Education, New 

York University. 

 

Education Daily reports that the New York City school district, under its Empowerment Schools 

initiative, is giving more than 20 percent of the district’s schools greater control over hiring, 

training, budget, and curriculum.  In return, the schools will be held more accountable for 

academic improvements.  Each participating school will receive $100,000 in newly unrestricted 

money and $150,000 in new, discretionary funds.  The new funding will come from job 

reductions in the central office and regional offices.   
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North Carolina Update - July 2006 

 
According to The News & Observer, as many as 44 of North Carolina’s low-performing high 

schools could be subject to complete academic overhauls this Fall if Governor Mike Easley’s 

plan is adopted.  The Governor’s plan will require participating schools to adopt a reform model 

that has been demonstrated successful elsewhere.  The State is currently developing a list of 

approved models in coordination with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation which is providing 

support for the initiative.   
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 Ohio Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in School Reform News, Ohio’s EdChoice program has allowed students attending 

the State’s lowest-rated schools -- “academic emergency” -- the choice to transfer to another, 

better-performing school.  About 20,000 students have taken the transfer option each year.  In 

late March, the State has agreed to allow students attending the second-lowest school category -- 

“academic watch” -- the same option, likely increasing participation by another 50,000 a year.   

  

The Associated Press reports that Ohio public school districts are predicting significant losses as 

part of their five-year financial forecasts.  The financial hardships are expected to affect nearly 

all districts with some wealthy suburban districts covering the losses by drawing down reserve 

funds or raising taxes.   

 

Education Daily reports that the Ohio Department of Education, in partnership with the Ford 

Motor Company, has received a $250,000 grant to develop the country’s first Statewide 

manufacturing and technical curriculum.  The Partnership for Advanced Studies will pilot test 

the program, which incorporates science, math, technology, and engineering, in 15 high schools 

next Fall and will establish a teacher resource center for professional development and technical 

support at Sinclair Community College.  Currently, more than 20 percent of Ohio students 

participate in some kind of workforce development programs in 16 career fields.   

 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer reports that Governor Robert Taft’s plan for more rigorous high 

school graduation requirements -- known as Ohio Core -- is intended to reduce the need for 

remediation at four-year universities.  College officials hope the tougher graduation requirements 

will allow more college students to graduate in four-years.  Some, however, are concerned that 

university enrollments could decrease as students go to community colleges for remedial courses 

and could yield to lower enrollment-based funding from the State.  During the 2003-04 school 

year, close to 10,000 entering college freshmen (25 percent of all entering freshmen) at Ohio’s 

13 public universities took at least one remedial class.   
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As reported in Education Daily, the Cleveland school district is receiving a $2.6 million donation 

from the Cleveland Clinic for mathematics and science textbooks and other instructional 

materials.  The money will be used to purchase math textbooks for grades 6-10, other math 

materials, and physical science lab materials.  It will also help build digital classroom capabilities 

and distance learning curricula.   
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 Oregon Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in The Oregonian, State Education Superintendent, Susan Castillo, has been 

reelected to a second four-year term over token opposition.  A former Democratic State Senator, 

Ms. Castillo has focused her first term on students’ literacy skills and closing achievement gaps.   

 

Also according to The Oregonian, educators in Oregon disputed the State D-minus rating under 

“Access & Technology” by Education Week in the journal’s rating of states for the use of 

technology in schools.  Educators argue that the rating system counted on computers used for 

instruction, but did not include a lot of other instructional technology used in Oregon schools, 

such as SMART Boards, document cameras, and computer projectors.  They also claim that the 

acquisition of new computers in the past year (the Education Week data is a year old) has greatly 

reduced the State’s cited student-to-computer ratio of 4.5.   

 

The Oregonian also reports that the Oregon Connections Academy, Oregon’s first privately-

operated virtual charter school, has completed its first year with 700 students and what appears to 

be a large demand that could double the enrollment next Fall.  The virtual school is run by 

Baltimore-based Connections Academy which operates online schools in 11 states.  The school 

uses the company’s standard K-9 curriculum modified to accommodate Oregon’s emphasis on 

writing skills.  The Oregon Connections Academy, for which the company receives a $350,000 

per year fee, has received criticism because of its for-profit structure, its 50 to 1 student:teacher 

ratio; and its requirement that parents do much of the hands-on schoolwork.   
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 Pennsylvania Update - July 2006 

 
Pennsylvania’s planned three-year, $200 million laptop program -- known as Classrooms of the 

Future -- despite its advanced stage of development, is facing trouble in the State legislature.  

Proposing laptop computers in every high school English, math, science, and social studies 

classroom, the program has trained principals and prepared bid packages calling for 17,471 

laptops (and printers, scanners, software, etc.) this year and even more over the next two years.  

Lawmakers (mostly Republican) are balking over funding issues, some called for elimination of 

the program, others for scaling it back.   

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education is conducting a pilot test of implementing its 

Response to Intervention model in seven elementary schools and their partner intermediate 

education units.  The model has three tiers beginning with benchmark schoolwide universal 

screening of academic skills and behaviors, scientifically research-based teaching strategies, and 

high-quality instructional behavioral support.  Two of the universal screening/assessment tools 

include DIBELS and Aims Web.  Tier Two includes strategies, methodologies, and practices for 

students not making expected progress in the general education curriculum and may include core 

instruction with supplemental materials, increased time, differentiated instruction, and coaches.  

Tier Three includes interventions which are more intensive and includes supplemental 

instructional materials, small skill-based groups, or individual interventions, tutoring by remedial 

educators, and progress monitoring at least one time per week.  According to an article in 

Counterpoint (Summer 2006), “RTI pilot schools and partners also will serve as models for the 

schoolwide implementation of RTI tools, concepts, and processes to improve student 

performance.”  For more information contact Judy Marquette, Special Projects Director, at 

jmarquette@pattan.net. 

 

As reported in Education Daily, the new $2.04 billion budget for the Philadelphia school system 

is likely to result in cuts in some school programs.  The budget will spend $7.6 million to add 

119 new teaching jobs to be offset by the elimination of about 100 central office administrative 

positions.  It will also expand early childhood programs, complete the ongoing curriculum 

revision, upgrade classroom facilities, and open new high schools.  On the other hand, schools’ 
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discretionary budgets will decrease by five percent, likely placing at risk some arts courses and 

extracurricular activities.   
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 South Carolina Update - July 2006 

 
South Carolina has authorized a study of the feasibility of converting the State’s assessment 

program to a computer-based format.  As reported in Phi Delta Kappan, the new tests will be 

required to include a writing assessment.  Beginning with the Class of 2010, high school students 

will have to pass end-of-course exams in science and U.S. history in order to receive a diploma.  

The State is also required, by March 2007, to establish a Statewide adoption list of formative 

assessments that can produce timely diagnostic information for teachers.  And by the 2007-08 

school year, local school districts should have access to the formative assessments on the State 

adoption list.  In addition, the State must adopt an appropriate formative reading assessment for 

the first and second grades.   

 

A study from the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation has praised South Carolina’s approach to the 

teaching of world history, calling it a “model of excellence.”  The study represented a state-by-

state evaluation of how public schools -- from kindergarten to high school -- teach world history. 

 

First Steps is South Carolina’s funding mechanism for pre-kindergarten programs across the 

State.  As reported by the Associated Press, the State legislature has allocated $23.5 million to 

expand programs for four-year-olds in eight rural school districts that last year sued the State 

over inadequate school funding.  First Steps will use $7.85 million of that money to fund private 

programs in those districts.  A recent, $650,000 study of First Steps by High/Scope Education 

Research Foundation has praised First Steps for improving student achievement and fostering 

local communication, but added that political issues at the State level must be resolved.   
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 South Dakota Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in Education Technology News, South Dakota’s laptop program -- known as 

Classroom Connections -- has chosen 20 school districts to serve pilot sites.  Under the project, 

the State, using a $4 million grant from Citibank, will contribute $1 for every $2 invested by the 

school district.  Participating districts will purchase their laptop computers from Gateway at a 

State-negotiated $1,207 per computer, including all software and teacher training.  The State has 

also appointed members of the Advisory Council for its Virtual High School which will 

consolidate online courses offered by South Dakota school districts as well as establish minimum 

standards for such courses..   
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 Texas Update - July 2006 

 
As of the end of May, 90 percent of Texas fifth-grade students had passed the mathematics 

portion of the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) and will be promoted to sixth 

grade.  After the first administration in April, only 80 percent had passed.  For those who failed 

either the reading or math section, the TAKS was administered again on June 27. 

 

As reported in Education Daily, Texas is launching a $261 million experiment to establish an 

incentive pay program that will allow school districts to offer bonuses to teachers whose 

students’ academic performance improves.  To be the largest incentive pay program in the 

country, the program will be implemented in low-income schools Statewide during the 2006-07 

school year and in all schools the following year.  The teachers’ bonuses during 2006-07, 

ranging from $3,000 to $10,000, will be largely based on student scores on the TAKS which 

cover only English, math, science, and social studies.  Teachers in non-core subjects are 

concerned about how their students’ performance will be measured and whether bonuses are 

available to them.   

 

According to The Dallas Morning News, the Texas Education Agency is planning a more 

thorough investigation into the possibility that some schools cheated on he 2005 TAKS.  An 

analysis by Caveon Test Security identified 609 schools with suspiciously high scores, some of 

which were chosen to receive bonuses of $60,000 to $270,000 under a pilot plan to reward 

teachers for higher test scores.  These bonuses are on hold until the investigation is complete.   

 

The Houston Chronicle reports that some students in South Texas may be taking online courses 

from Mexican high schools as part of a program to help immigrant and migrant students.  

Students could supplement their courses in American high schools with Spanish-language 

classes, although, to receive credit in Texas, they must pass the final exam in English.  Texas and 

Mexican education officials have worked to align the math and science of the two areas.  The 

program will be pilot tested this Fall in the Donna and Edcouch-Elsa school districts each of 

which received a $500,000 Federal grant to purchase computers and online programs and to train 

teachers.   
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Education Technology News reports that Texas has created a new website -- called Our Schools, 

Our Stars -- to highlight success in its public schools (www.tea.state.tx.us/comm/stars). 

 

According to eSchool News, a State law signed in early June would allow non-profit foundations 

-- or even other school districts -- to be among the entities eligible to take over schools that have 

been rated academically unacceptable for three or four consecutive years.  To date only two 

Texas schools -- both charter schools -- have been low-performing for four years; both will not 

have their charters renewed.  An organization taking over a failing school must enter into a 

contract for no more than five years with an option to renew.  Eligible takeover organizations 

have not been identified but are expected to include the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the 

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation, and the Milken Family Foundation.    

 

The Dallas Morning News reports that, starting next Spring, Texas school districts will be 

allowed to administer the TAKS by computer to students in Grades 7-12.  It is estimated that as 

many as 1.6 million students may take the TAKS online.  The State believes there will be 

significantly lower paper handling and consequently quicker turnaround of scores.  It is hoped 

that, within three years, some of the TAKS tests will be given exclusively online.  Heretofore, 

some online TAKS testing has been used -- schools who volunteered their eighth-graders and 

seniors who failed exit-level TAKS. 

 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/comm/stars
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Utah Update - July 2006 

 
The Salt Lake Tribune reports that the Utah Basic Skills Competency Test (UBSCT), the State’s 

high school exit exam, is not being used as a criterion for in-State college admissions or 

employment.  The State decided to award diplomas to all students who completed their high 

school academic requirements, noting on the diploma whether the student passed the UBSCT.  

State colleges have decided to accept all diplomas and there is no evidence that any businesses 

are requiring new hires to have passed the UBSCT.   

 

Also reported in The Salt Lake City Tribune, the State school board has approved more stringent 

standards for charter schools operating in Utah.  The new rules address such issues as parent 

involvement, training for charter school founders, and procedures for correcting financial 

problems.  Charter school applications will now have to be approved by September 30 of school 

year prior to the planned opening of the school. 

 

According to the Deseret Morning News, Utah has the nation’s largest online learning program 

with more than 50,000 students participating in the State’s Electronic High School.  The 

Electronic High School currently offers 150 free classes, taught by 100 teachers, which allow 

students to catch up on courses, earn additional credits, add electives, or graduate early.  The 

State is considering the creation of a second virtual high school -- called the American Academy 

-- that would offer classes nationally.  The American Academy would target out-of-school 

individuals who have not earned a high school diploma and would be operated in partnerships 

with for-profit entrepreneurs.   

 

Utah legislators are having continuing discussions about the State’s participation in the Federal 

No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  As reported in The Salt Lake Tribune, Utah has been a 

leader in the national revolt against NCLB.  Some lawmakers support continuation of NCLB 

with some alterations and State control.  Others want the law ended.  Both sides wish to make 

their views known to the State Congressional delegation in Washington before NCLB’s planned 

reauthorization in 2007.   
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 Virginia Update - July 2006 

 
According to the Richmond Times Dispatch, about two-thirds of the school districts in Virginia 

have over-representations of minorities in at least one of six disability categories (i.e., 

disproportionality).  The State Department of Education will be issuing guidance on procedures 

districts must use to determine the degree to which such over-representation is due to 

inappropriate placement of minority students in special education categories.  In a discussion 

with State officials, as we reported last September, only 22 districts have significant 

disproportionality and have been required to reallocate up to 15 percent of their IDEA funding 

for Early Intervening Services.  According to the article, “Divisions found to have 

disproportionate numbers are required to set aside 15 percent of their special education money 

for training on the identification of special education students.”  While draft IDEA regulations 

clearly allow the 15 percent set aside to be used for training as one of several types of 

interventions, SEA officials do not indicate that future State guidance would specify what types 

of other interventions used directly with borderline students would be allowed or supported.   
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Washington Update - July 2006 

 
As reported in Education Week, Washington’s total K-12 education budget for the 2006-07 

biennium will increase by $188.5 million -- about two percent -- to $11.8 billion.  The budget 

includes $28.5 million for Promoting Academic Success, a program to help students who have 

failed the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) tests in reading, writing, or 

math.  Tenth-graders during the last school year are the first class that must pass the tenth-grade 

version of the WASL in order to graduate.  A total of $900,000 will be available for school 

districts to create programs to improve student performance on the WASL, including summer 

school, afterschool programs, tutoring, and test preparation seminars.  The legislature also called 

for the development of four forms of a WASL alternative for students who fail the exam twice.   

 

Education Daily reports that 86 percent of the 71,000 tenth-graders who took the WASL this 

year passed the reading portion and 83 percent passed writing.  However, only about 54 percent 

passed the mathematics section.  State officials took solace in the fact that there was a significant 

reduction (a one-third decrease) in the number of students scoring at the lowest achievement 

level.   
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West Virginia Update - July 2006 

 
According to Education Week, West Virginia’s public education budget for FY 2007 will 

increase by 1.2 percent over the previous year’s $1.7 billion.  No major new programs were 

passed by the legislature.   

 

As reported in the Electronic Education Report (EEP), West Virginia, a State advisory 

committee has recommended that the State triple its technology spending next year and increase 

it by ten percent each year for the following four years.  Its FY 2006 technology spending is 

estimated at $22 million.  Currently, Federal funding supports 25 technology integration 

specialists with 42 planned for next year.  The State also plans to train 75 librarians and special 

education teachers in technology integration.   

 

West Virginia has adopted what it calls the 21
st
 Century Learners Strategic Work Plan, which 

consists of 17 initiatives and encompasses more rigorous standards across all subject areas.  It is 

also redefining its assessments at all grade levels and, in September, will be accepting bids for a 

new Statewide summative assessment that will include computer-based components.  The 

writing assessment will be expanded to cover grades 4 to 10.   

 

Also according to EER, the State is also planning to expand its virtual school which now 

receives $500,000 per year in State funding.  New elements of the virtual school are expected to 

include creation of a new professional development management platform and the availability of 

at least four Advanced Placement courses for all high school students in the State.   

 

The U.S. Department of Education (USED) has approved West Virginia’s standards and 

assessment system under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), the third state to receive full 

approval (Maryland and Tennessee).   

 

 


