
(703) 536-2310 

Fax (703) 536-3225 

 

Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution, Inc. 
256 North Washington Street 

Falls Church, Virginia 22046-4549 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE: March 15, 2005 

 

TO:  TechMIS Subscribers 

 

FROM: Charles Blaschke 

 

SUBJ:  New IDEA Guidance and Other Most Likely NCLB Policy Changes 

 

 

During the last month, we have attended numerous meetings with influential 

Congressional committee staff and high level USED officials which strongly suggest 

USED policy is about to change on several important NCLB provisions; and the 

Congressional Committee's release of a new IDEA Guide will limit USED's 

interpretations of the reauthorized IDEA's provisions.  Both generally will have positive 

implications for TechMIS subscribers.  The enclosed Washington Update includes the 

following items: 

 

 The Guide to "Frequently Asked Questions" about the newly reauthorized IDEA, 

released in February by the Republican leadership of the Education and 

Workforce Committee, is intended to communicate clearly Congressional intent 

to USED officials who will develop regulations in several areas, including 

prereferral interventions.  A discussion with the primary author of the guide 

confirmed that intervening services for borderline students are not limited only to 

those interventions which have all five of the essential elements required for 

Reading First approval. 

 

 Highlights of the recent National Conference of State Legislatures recent report 

which recommends more than 40 changes to NCLB, of which some, but certainly 

not all, are likely to be seriously considered in the immediate future. 

 

 During the SIIA Fly-In, USED Assistant Secretary Susan Scalfani suggested 

several specific opportunities for technology use in the President's proposed 

middle school/high school reform initiative, including "integrated learning 

M E M O R A N D U M 



systems" for English language learners, emphasizing that the money to fund the 

proposed initiative would be found.  A technology advocate, Dr. Scalfani, in 

response to a question by an Education Daily reporter during the Council of Great 

Cities Schools Legislative conference as to why the Administration was proposing 

to eliminate the $500 million E²T² program, she stated, "Our budget represents 

priorities and you want to start with those things that are most critical."   

 

 USED negotiations with Texas, California, and Utah will likely result in changes 

in USED policies having direct implications for many firms.  Policy changes 

include:  (a) raising the one percent proficiency cap for students taking alternative 

tests to 2-3 percent and allowing the use of "value-added" growth models for 

determining AYP; and (b) allowing districts identified in need of improvement, 

and who demonstrate increases in student performance, to continue providing 

their own supplemental educational service using Title I funds. 

 

 Highlights of the Fifth Annual Education Industries Association Conference, 

which focused on supplemental educational services and related issues; USED has 

promised that new SES guidelines to clarify the flexibilities that states have would 

be released shortly.   

 

 Dr. Russ Whitehurst of the Institute of Education Sciences tells education 

software publishers, "We have a long way to go." on the What Works 

Clearinghouse and invites comments and suggestions. 

 

 In a speech before the U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Secretary Spellings 

encouraged parochial schools to consider becoming providers of supplemental 

educational services; this could provide TechMIS subscribers with increased 

opportunities for partnering with parochial schools that have been approved as 

SES providers.   

 

 A new survey of members conducted by the International Reading Association 

found that most agree with the premise of NCLB but strongly disagree about the 

effectiveness of NCLB sanctions, with the exception of supplemental educational 

services and extended learning programs.   

 

 The National Center for Education Statistics released the first nationally-

representative study of the use of distance education by K-12 districts; it can be 

useful in developing marketing and sales strategies for firms with certain products 

and services. 

 

 NCES' annual survey of K-12 use of Internet reports that almost 40 percent of all 

public schools indicated they had a full-time, paid technology coordinator, with a 

higher percentage for secondary schools than elementary schools.  

 

 The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act is being 

reauthorized by Congress.  The Secure Rural Schools program will continue to 



provide $1 billion over five years for school districts and counties (mostly in 

Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Northern California), that have national forests; 

some of the funds can be used to purchase distance learning and other education 

products.   

 

Discussions we had with high-level district officials during the Council of Great City 

Schools Conference suggests that many large districts have postponed purchasing 

decisions until USED policy changes are actually made, which could affect district status 

and possible sanctions under NCLB.  The one exception is in the area of special 

education where district special education officials are "getting the jump on the 

regulations," especially in the area of prereferral interventions.  In at least one large 

district, prereferral interventions will be conducted by the district Title I office with 

IDEA and Title I sharing the cost.   

 

State profile updates include important elements of many Governor's State-of-the-State 

addresses, as well as news about charter schools and state assessments.   

 

As part of a national advocacy initiative to restore funding for Title II D, Enhancing 

Education Through Technology, which the President has proposed to zero fund for FY 

2006, a letter writing campaign will occur on April 20 when students and teachers will 

write letters to their congresspersons and senators describing the impact of a "blackout" 

on the use of technology is their schools.  This blackout date initiative will provide prizes 

contributed by many groups, including software publishers and technology vendors, to be 

provided to a randomly-selected sample of teachers and students who write such letters.  

If your firm is interested in providing prizes to incentivize this letter writing campaign to 

restore technology funding, contact Sara Hall at SETDA, 410/647-2434.  For more 

information about the Technology Blackout Date go to www.technologyblackdate.com. 

 

http://www.technologyblackdate.com/

