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Alabama Update - December 2005 

 
Alabama reports that 80 percent of the State’s teachers of core subjects meet the “highly 

qualified” requirement of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  Two years ago, only about a 

third were classified as “highly qualified.”  The current Federal deadline for states to meet the 

requirement that all teachers in core subjects be “highly qualified” is the end of this school year.  

Alabama plans to request a one-year extension of the deadline from the U.S. Department of 

Education. 

 

Alabama’s Science Textbook Committee has released a list of science textbooks that are 

recommended for us in the State over the next six years.  The Committee recommended against 

the use of one high school science text and three elementary science textbooks.    

 

According to Education Daily, Alabama has seen the number of certified special education 

teachers in the State decrease significantly.  To address this shortage, the State is using a $1.2 

million grant to develop interest in special education by:  (1) providing tuition stipends for 

college students who major in special education; (2) promote the special education field to 

middle and high school students through videos and public service announcements; and (3) 

recruit more heavily, especially for minority special education teachers.  The State also conducts 

a mentoring program to help retain and train special education teachers.   

 

A 2003 survey conducted by the Alabama Education Association indicated that 60 percent of the 

State’s teachers believe financial rewards should be given to teachers who improve student 

achievement and nearly 80 percent believe such incentives should be given to teachers who are 

willing to teach in hard-to-staff schools.  As reported in Education Daily, the State has created 

the Governor’s Commission on Quality Teaching to study ways to improve Alabama’s teaching 

profession.   
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 California Update - December 2005 

 
The California Education Department reports that, this year, 68 percent of all schools in the State 

met their goals on the Academic Performance Index -- up from 48 percent the year before.  Bugs 

in the data system, however, show that 11 percent fewer schools were included in the 

calculations so the State is unsure of the actual degree of improvement.  Schools with high 

concentrations of specific student subgroups did show significant improvement.  More than two-

thirds of schools with large numbers of Black students met their goals compared with 57 percent 

last year.  And 95 percent of schools with large Asian-American populations met their goals, up 

from 89 percent last year.   

 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has signed an FY 2006 budget of $117.4 billion, including 

$36.6 billion for K-12 education -- a 6.7 percent increase.  As reported in Education Week, 

among the important features of the new budget are:  (1) $57.5 million for supplemental 

instruction to help students at risk of failing the State’s high school exit exam; (2) $50 million to 

help low-performing schools recruit and retain teachers and principals; (3) $183.5 million in 

first-time funds for emergency school facilities repairs; and (4) $1 million for the California 

Teach program to increase the number of new credentialed math and science teachers.   

 

As reported in Education Daily, California has used funds from a three-year, $81 million Federal 

grant to make $23 million in awards that will allow local school districts to open 45 new charter 

schools in high-poverty communities across the State.  More than half of the new schools, to be 

opened next Fall, will be in Los Angeles (14), San Diego (5), and Alameda (4).  “Innovation” 

grants have also been awarded to four existing charter schools -- two in Los Angeles, one in San 

Jose, and one in Vallejo. 

 

An audit by the U.S. Department of Education’s Inspector General has found that California and 

some of its school districts are not providing appropriate test accommodations for English 

language learners as required under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  The Federal auditors 

visited nine schools and three districts.  All three districts -- Fresno, Lodi, and Pajaro Valley -- 

did not have reliable data on accommodations.  Six of the nine schools had not used 
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accommodations in their testing of English language learners.  The auditors recommended that 

the California Department of Education monitor the situation more clearly.   

 

In November, California voters defeated two education-related ballot initiatives sponsored by the 

Governor.  As reported in Class Notes, Proposition 74 would have extended new teachers’ 

probationary periods from two years to five years.  Proposition 76 would have changed the 

State’s funding formula.  Both propositions were vigorously opposed by the state teachers’ 

union.   

 

According to The Sacramento Bee, a loophole in California State law may allow high school 

seniors in the State to get their diplomas even though they don’t pass the State’s required exit 

exam.  Apparently community colleges are allowed to create basic skills programs and award 

high school diplomas; and they need not require the exit exam.  It is estimated that 50,000 

California students will finish twelfth grade this year without passing the exit exam.  The State’s 

community college system could serve as a second-chance diploma opportunity for these 

students.   

 

In early November, Los Angeles school district received a grant of $7.4 million from the Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation to create smaller learning communities.  As reported in the Los 

Angeles Daily News, the Los Angeles grant is significantly smaller than Gates Foundation grants 

to other large cities such as New York City ($110 million), Chicago ($36 million), or San Diego 

($14 million).  The Foundation believes Los Angeles has been unable to develop a 

comprehensive plan and unwilling to cede the level of central control called for by the 

Foundation.   

 

Despite the Election Day defeats of Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s major ballot proposals, 

California voters approved a bond issue for Los Angeles Unified School District.  As reported in 

Education Daily, the $3.9 billion measure will allow the district to build new schools, repair 

older buildings, and upgrade safety equipment.   
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Colorado Update - December 2005 

 
In November, Colorado voters chose to reject the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights that would have 

refunded to citizens an estimated $3.7 billion over the next five years.  Although the spending 

cap was suspended, a second measure that would have allowed the State to borrow $2.1 billion 

for school maintenance and roads was defeated.   

 

As reported in the Rocky Mountain News, Colorado voters approved a $25 million property tax 

increase to fund the Professional Compensation System for Teachers (ProComp).  The new tax 

would add about $2 per month for every $100,000 in home value -- about $60 a year on a 

$250,000 home.  In Denver, newly hired teachers will be automatically enrolled in ProComp.  

Current teachers can opt to enroll and have seven years to decide.  

 

Colorado Online Learning (COL) provides online supplemental courses for students in grades 7-

12.  During the 2004-05 school year, students in high-priority school districts (69 percent of 

COL enrollees) received a $100 per student discount off the $300 per course tuition.  The 

discount has been discontinued for 2005-06.  As reported by the North Central Regional 

Educational Laboratory (NCREL), COL coordinates with local site coordinators to identify at-

risk students and to apply appropriate interventions.   
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Connecticut Update - December 2005 

 
Connecticut is closely monitoring school districts in which there is an overrepresentation of 

minority students in special education programs.  As reported in The New York Times, the 

degree of disproportionality has increased in Connecticut over the last five years.  In Hartford, 

for example, Hispanic students were more than four times as likely as White students to be 

diagnosed with a learning disability.  In West Hartford, Black students were classified as 

emotionally disturbed more than five times as often as White students.  The State tracks the 

numbers and types of special education placements in each district by minority category, and 

sends special monitors to observe districts that have chronic disproportionality.  Currently, the 

State is monitoring Bridgeport, Hartford, Stamford, and New Britain.   
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Delaware Update - December 2005 

 
The Delaware Department of Education has requested a 4.2 percent increase in pre-K-12 

operating funds for this fiscal year.  Among the requests are: 

 an additional $1 million for English language learner programs; 

 

 an increase from $6,135 to $6,600 per student in State funding for pre-kindergarten 

program for poor children; 

 

 19 additional math resource teachers (providing one specialist in every middle school); 

 

 $500,000 for implementation of a Delaware Virtual School which would provide 

supplemental classes online.   

 

The Department’s budget request also included an increase in funding for capital projects from 

$125 million to $232 million, largely to accommodate enrollment growth and expansion of full-

day kindergarten programs.  The requested capital budget includes $966,000 for 18 new buses, 

$5.4 million for the increased costs of bus contractors, and $3.5 million in contingency funds for 

contractor reimbursement.   
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 District of Columbia Update - December 2005 

 
As reported in the Washington Post, a recent report by the Fordham Institute indicated that, in 

2002-03, the per-pupil funding gap between charter school students in the District and traditional 

school students was $3,552, far higher than the national average gap of $1,801.  The report 

acknowledged that the gap may have decreased in the last two years.  Moreover, D.C. has been 

announced as the recipient of a three-year, $5 million Federal grant to fund programs at new 

charter schools.   
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Florida Update - December 2005 

 
The Orlando Sentinel highlights the controversy over the Republican-supported plan to require 

that Florida schools spend 65 percent of their operating budgets on “instruction.”  The plan is 

encouraged by First Class Education, a national organization with the stated goals of making 

American schools more effective and efficient.  Currently, on average Florida schools spend only 

about 59 percent on instruction.  Critics of the plan argue that the approach is overly simplistic 

and would result in large cuts in other important education activities such as libraries, 

transportation, and food services.   

 

According to the Palm Beach Post, Governor Jeb Bush has surreptitiously proposed to modify 

the State’s largest voucher program by using tax credits rather than direct State funding.  The 

proposed “McKay Nonprofit Scholarship Funding Organization” would avoid a possible ruling 

by the State Supreme Court that could strike down the use of State money at religious schools.  

Businesses would be allowed dollar-for-dollar credits against their sales and income tax 

payments, limited by the value of all McKay vouchers requested by parents.  Such vouchers are 

expected to total in excess of $101 million this school year.   

 

Two and a half years ago, in anticipation of the passage of IDEA’s early intervening services, 

Hillsborough County Public Schools initiated a joint early intervention effort between Title I and 

special education to pilot test a modified version of instructional materials published initially by 

DLM (now SRA), with 175 minority students who were borderline special education cases.  

During the first year, of the 175 students, 43 percent were brought up to appropriate reading 

levels and only 13 percent were placed in special education programs.  Based upon that 

evidence, the local board of education has provided support to expand the program to 31 high-

minority-enrollment schools for between 700 and 800 students.  One of the keys to success, 

according to Special Education Director Ed McDowell, was selection of teachers who had 

experience in teaching reading and retaining these staff over time.  Individual teams of teachers 

have some flexibility in selecting materials beyond the teacher-adapted DLM materials used 

initially.  Thus far, the Florida SEA has not provided much guidance related to what types of 

interventions are to be used.   
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As many as 69 Broward County schools sustained damage from Hurricane Wilma and total 

repair costs could reach $100 million over the next three years.  The District asked it School 

Board for $15 million in early November for initial repairs and will update its requests weekly.  

More than 400 portable classrooms have already been repaired.   
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Hawaii Update - December 2005 

 
As reported in The Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Hawaii is considering whether to apply to be one of 

the ten pilot states for the U.S. Department of Education’s “growth model.”  Pilot states would 

be relieved of some of the strict test-score targets mandated by the Federal No Child Left Behind 

Act.  But the participating states would be required to track individual student progress over 

time.  Hawaii’s current record-keeping system is not capable of meeting this requirement, so the 

State’s participation in the pilot study is uncertain.   
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 Illinois Update - December 2005 

 
The Chicago Sun-Times reports that 27.1 percent of Illinois public schools failed to meet the 

requirements of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) -- slightly less than the 28.5 

percent of a year ago.  But the apparent improvement can be attributed to a lowering of standards 

(with Federal approval).  If last year’s targets had been used, 33.1 percent would have failed to 

meet Federal goals.  Similarly, 27.9 percent of districts failed to meet Federal standards 

compared with 37.8 percent in 2004.  With the 2004 standards in place, 40.8 percent of districts 

would have failed.  Among the scoring adjustments made this year were lowering passing scores 

for bilingual students, inflating scores for special education students, and making statistical 

adjustments for small schools.  Statewide, the lowest performance levels were mathematics 

scores for low-income students (492 schools failed) and math scores for African-American 

students (377 schools failed).   

 

As reported in the Chicago Tribune, Illinois has reduced the number of correct answers needed 

for English language learners to pass the Illinois Measure of Annual Growth in English 

(IMAGE).  The change brought about huge changes in the number of schools facing Federal 

sanctions for failing to meet the standards of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  Five 

Chicago area school districts -- Chicago, Cicero, East Aurora, Elgin, and Waukegan -- saw 

increases in average reading scores of at least 20 percentage points.  Another State test for 

English learners -- known as ACCESS -- will be rolled out this Winter.  The new test will 

measure academic English and parts of it must be administered one-on-one by trained teachers.  

State officials expect students to do poorly on the ACCESS in its first few years, but the test is 

not part of the State’s assessment for NCLB.   

 

As reported in the Chicago Tribune, 217 Illinois Title I schools are facing restructuring under the 

Federal No Child Left Behind Act -- in 2004-05, only 21 schools (20 of them in Chicago) were 

in the first phase of restructuring.  The 217 schools must develop turn-around plans and be 

prepared to implement them for the 2006-07 school year.  State officials are concerned that the 

number could double next year.  Overall, Illinois had identified 959 schools that are in 
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“academic early warning” or “academic watch,” meaning the school has missed standards for at 

least two consecutive years.   

 

Class Notes reports that Chicago Public Schools, under an agreement with the U.S. Department 

of Education, will allocate an additional $8.5 million for tutoring minority students.  The 

agreement calls for 13,000 more children to receive after-school tutoring this school year.  Under 

the agreement, the district will also spend $1.5 million to hire teachers and aides at racially 

isolated schools.   

 

Education Week reports that Newton Learning -- a division of Edison Schools -- has been barred 

from providing tutoring services in five Chicago schools.  The State revoked the company’s 

status as a State-approved provider of supplemental educational services (SES) after determining 

that Newton hired, as site directors, district employees who encouraged parents to choose 

Newton as their SES provider.  Newton is considering an appeal of the State’s ruling but is not 

likely to do so.   
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Louisiana Update - December 2005 

 
Faced with a drop in enrollment of nearly 80,000 students as a result of Hurricane Katrina, the 

Louisiana legislature has voted to cut more than $60 million from the State’s $2.6 billion K-12 

budget.  As reported in The New Orleans Times-Picayune, the total cut of $64 million includes 

the $26.6 million reduction ordered by the Governor earlier this Fall.   

 

As reported in The Times-Picayune, the Louisiana legislature has approved Governor Kathleen 

Blanco’s request that the State take over responsibility for New Orleans schools.  Even before 

the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, 68 of the 117 schools in Orleans Parish were rated as 

failing under the State’s accountability system.  The legislation calls for the State to develop a 

plan for operating the schools within six months.  The substandard schools would be run by a 

State “recovery district.”  Many of the schools will be opened as charter schools.  The New 

Orleans school board has approved 20 charter schools in the three months since Katrina and the 

State expects to approve many more.   
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 Maryland Update - December 2005 

 
According to Education Daily, Maryland Public Television (MPT) has received a $15 million 

Federal grant to develop video games designed to improve pre-algebra skills and mathematics-

related reading comprehension.  Called “Learning Games on the Go,” the new project will 

expand MPT’s Thinkport website that was originally developed through a previous $10 million 

grant from the Federal Star Schools program.  Participating with MPT will be the Center for 

Technology in Education at the Johns Hopkins University and Education Arcade at MIT.  For 

information on the project, go to www.thinkport.org. 

 

The Baltimore Sun reports that more than 40 percent of Maryland’s tenth-grade students failed 

the new Statewide English exam that will become part of the graduation requirement for the 

Class of 2009 (this year’s ninth-graders).  The State had considered requiring students to pass all 

four sections of the State test -- English, Algebra, Government, and Biology -- in order to 

graduate, but decided instead on a complex formula that requires students to get a total score 

equal to the sum of the passing scores on the four components.   

 

As reported in Education Daily, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that the party which 

challenges an individualized education program (IEP) under the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA) must bear the burden of proof.  The ruling is a victory for school districts, 

because most challenges of IEPs come from parents.  Although the ruling applied directly to the 

Montgomery County school district, it means that, in general, teachers will have to spend less 

time on IEP proceedings than they currently do and strengthens their role in developing IEPs.   

 

 

http://www.thinkport.org/
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Massachusetts Update - December 2005 

 
According to the Boston Globe, it is estimated that Massachusetts has spent as much as $21 

million since 2002 to improve student scores on the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment 

System (MCAS) tests.  But apparently no one knows for sure how much or whether the spending 

has had any impact on MCAS scores.  The State does not track individual student scores.  During 

the 2004-05 school year, 70 percent of the State’s tutoring spending went to private firms.   

 

The U.S. Department of Education has granted a waiver to the Boston public school system 

allowing it to continue providing tutoring to struggling students even though the district itself has 

failed to meet academic targets under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  As conditions of 

the waiver, the district must agree to tutor more students and provide more complete information 

to students and parents about how their performance is affected by the tutoring.  The district 

estimates that it costs about $1,000 per student for the district to provide about 92 hours of 

tutoring.  By comparison, it costs the district $2,300 per student each year for about 40 hours of 

tutoring by a private provider.  Currently, the Boston district provides tutoring to more than half 

of the nearly 2,200 students who receive tutorial help.  The other students received tutoring from 

13 private service providers.   

 

The Boston Globe reports that, last year, 3,100 Massachusetts students -- most from Boston -- 

received tutoring under the supplemental educational services provision of the No Child Left 

Behind Act.  This school year, 64 school districts -- more than three times last year’s total -- are 

required to offer tutoring.  The State estimates that more than $21 million has been spent on 

tutoring since 2002, more than 70 percent of which has gone to private tutoring firms.   
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Michigan Update - December 2005 

 
As reported by the North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL), Michigan has 

approved the Michigan Virtual High School (MVHS) as an authorized provider of supplemental 

educational services under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  MVHS provides 

courses specifically designed for at-risk students and offers a summer school option.  All MVHS 

students are required to have an on-site mentor.  MVHS offers a range of instructional videos 

including set dates, self-paced, and test prep and licenses a third of its courses from third-party 

providers.   

 

The Center on Education Policy (CEP) just released its second survey of Michigan schools 

which have been designated for restructuring, the progress they have made, and what appears to 

work.  Based on 2004-05 test results, 85 percent of the 133 schools identified for restructuring 

met adequate yearly progress (AYP) targets.  Of these, 26 schools met AYP proficiencies for two 

consecutive years and are no longer under restructuring.  Those schools which made the greatest 

progress or which were de-listed from restructuring used a variety of approaches, including:  94 

percent changed the governance of the school, 59 percent appointed a new principal, and 17 

percent employed “coaches.”  CEP notes, “No single strategy was significantly more predictive 

of whether a school made AYP based upon 2004-05 test scores.”  However, it cautions that some 

schools made AYP due to state policies which loosened up accountability requirements and took 

advantage of USED’s “newly found flexibilities.”  The State allocated approximately $45,000 to 

each school who applied for those funds for the purpose of restructuring, for a total of $16 

million.  CEP also notes that the state is taking a more active approach to sharing lessons and has 

created a new School Improvement Framework which can be used for in-depth planning for 

school improvement.  For a copy of the CEP report go to 

www.ctredpol.org/fededprograms/michiganNov2005/HopebutNoMiracleCure.pdf. 

 

As reported in Education Week, Detroit voters chose the first elected school board in six years.  

Since 1999, the school district has been under the control of the State with the Board consisting 

of the State Superintendent and six members appointed by the City’s Mayor.  Taking office in 

January, the new Board will have 11 members including three members of the former Board.   

http://www.ctredpol.org/fededprograms/michiganNov2005/HopeButNoMiracleCure.pdf
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According to The Detroit News, six public schools in Detroit have failed to meet academic 

standards of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) for six consecutive years.  Although 

NCLB allows the State to take over such schools, Michigan does not have the resources to do so.  

Among the approaches the State is taking to such schools are requiring them to hire advisors 

from a State-approved coaching pool or threatening to withhold funding. 

 

Schools in other Michigan school districts -- including those in Albion, Benton Harbor, Flint, 

Muskegon, Muskegon Heights, and Taylor -- have had to file detailed restructuring plans.  Grant 

Rapids has closed a middle school that failed to meet NCLB standards for a sixth straight year.   
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 Mississippi Update - December 2005 

 
As reported in Education Week, Cisco Systems has announced its 21

st
 Century Schools (21S) 

initiative to help victims of the hurricanes on the Gulf Coast recover their education systems.  

The company’s total commitment for 21S will be $40 million with the first phase, including $20 

million for the Mississippi Education Initiative, expected to provide professional development, 

instructional technology, and online learning materials to selected hard-hit schools in the State.   
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Missouri Update - December 2005 

 
Education Week reports that Missouri’s K-12 education budget for the current fiscal year is $3.7 

billion, a four percent increase over the previous fiscal year.  As part of the budget agreement the 

legislature voted to continue the State’s First Steps program for infants and toddlers with 

disabilities but instituting a sliding-fee scale and transferring some costs to health insurers.  

Scheduled to go into effect next year is a new State aid system that is expected to increase 

payments to K-12 schools by $1 billon over the next seven years.   
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Nevada Update - December 2005 

 
Nevada plans to apply to become one of ten states in the pilot test of the U.S. Department of 

Education’s “growth model.”  Pilot states would be able to rate school performance based upon 

individual students’ progress rather than the performance of student subgroups.  During the 

2004-05 school year, only 285 of the State’s 608 schools met Federal academic standards.  State 

officials believe Nevada is a good fit for the pilot study because all 17 school districts in the 

State are capable of tracking individual students’ progress.   
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 New Jersey Update - December 2005 

 
A recent audit, conducted by the Regional USED Inspector General Office, found that in the 

2004-05 school year the New Jersey Department of Education did not have an adequate process 

in place to review LEA compliance with AYP, public school choice, and SES.  As a result of the 

SEA inadequacies, all five of the districts that were reviewed by the audit team did not comply 

with public school choice and SES provisions of ESEA.   

 

New Jersey is expected to revise its system of standardized testing.  This Spring, students in 

grades 5-7 will, for the first time, take standardized tests in reading and mathematics.  Students 

in grades 3, 4, 8, and 11 already take Statewide standardized tests.  The new test for middle-

schoolers will be an off-the-shelf exam to be selected by early December and will mean the 

number of New Jersey students taking Statewide exams will double to about 700,000.  The State 

plans to contract with private firms to develop new exams for grades 5-7 that are correlated with 

the Statewide curriculum and that can be scored so that teachers and students receive feedback 

quickly.  This year’s testing is estimated to cost about $23 million for grades 3, 4, 8, and 11 ($13 

million in State funds and $10 million from Federal sources) and about $4.5 million for the new 

exams in grades 5-7.  The new tests for future years are expected to cost about $4 million per 

grade or $12 million.   

 

Education Daily reports that New Jersey is planning to completely revamp its educational 

assessment system by the Spring of 2007.  Among the changes will be administering the tests 

later in the school year and adding some performance-based assessments as a supplement to the 

traditional paper-and-pencil tests.  Between now and when the new assessment is ready, the State 

will -- next Spring -- administer a standardized test aligned to New Jersey’s Core Curriculum 

Content Standards in the fifth, sixth, and seventh grades.   
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New Mexico Update - December 2005 

 
In conjunction with Microsoft’s Partners in Learning project, New Mexico has undertaken an 

initiative to improve its curriculum called Community Learning:  Actions, Results, Opportunities 

(CLARO).  CLARO’s key components include:  (1) teacher professional development; (2) 

integration of college prep, work readiness, and 21
st
 century skills; (3) facilities to support on-site 

and online learning; (4) student support structures; (5) accommodation of various learning styles, 

abilities, and cultures; and (6) adequate development funding.   

 

Education Week reports that a poll of New Mexico voters indicated a preference for using the 

State’s expected revenue windfall to improve public schools over such other options as cutting 

taxes, economic development, reducing the gasoline tax, or children’s health programs.  

 

Governor Bill Richardson plans to propose an expansion of New Mexico’s pre-kindergarten 

program during the 2006 legislative session.  The State legislature has already approved $5 

million to implement a pilot pre-K program.  However, the State currently estimates that -- if 70 

percent of the State’s four-year-olds participate -- such a program would cost $59 million 

annually, far higher than had been previously estimated.  The State’s estimated cost is based on a 

reimbursement rate of $2,278 per child.   

 

According to The Associated Press, Governor Richardson has asked the State legislature to 

allocate $50 million next year to create an endowment that would provide college scholarships 

for New Mexico students.  In fact, the endowment program was passed into Law last year but no 

funds for it were appropriated.  If the funding is approved, the endowment’s investment earnings 

would provide $1,000 scholarships for approximately 3,000 students beginning in the Fall of 

2006.  It is hoped that the endowment fund will grow -- perhaps with private support and 

bonding -- to $200 million, enough to provide 12,500 scholarships annually.   

 

The Governor has also requested $10 million to establish or expand technical and vocational 

programs linking high schools and two-year colleges.  The legislature has already approved 
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another $10 million for “career-technical centers” or “vocational charter high schools” to prepare 

high-schoolers more effectively for employment.   

 

The Governor also asked for $1 million to revise the State’s high school competency test given 

to tenth-graders so that it will be a more accurate measure of students’ readiness for college or 

the workplace.   
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New York Update - December 2005 

 
New York City has received a waiver from the U.S. Department of Education allowing the City 

to continue its tutoring program under the supplemental educational services provision of the No 

Child Left Behind Act.  As reported in Education Week, the City suspended its district-provided 

tutoring program because of the likelihood that most of the City’s subdistricts would fail to meet 

Federal standards under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  The City is now considering 

how it will go about expanding its tutoring program.   

 

As reported in The New York Times, starting next year there will be a single assessment to select 

students for New York City’s gifted-and-talented programs.  Currently, students are chosen, 

using multiple criteria such as IQ and creativity, for the City’s 239 gifted-and-talented programs 

that provide opportunities for enrichment activities and accelerated study.  The new 

comprehensive test is expected to be designed by a national testing firm.   

 

The re-election of New York City Mayor, Michael Bloomberg, is likely to result in additional 

education activity during his second term.  The Mayor’s stated priorities include expanding 

preschool, vocational, gifted-and-talented, and after-school programs, as well as strengthening 

the middle school curriculum and widening options for high school students.   

 

The newly re-elected Mayor has announced a series of new initiatives to improve the City’s high 

schools.  As reported in The New York Times, plans include 15 new “transfer schools” for 

students at risk of dropping out of school and the restructuring of eight large high schools into 

“smaller learning communities.”  The new programs are projected to be supported by $24 

million in private donations, $18.8 million of which will come from the Gates Foundation.  The 

Gates Foundation has been critical of the City’s inattention to its larger high schools.  The City’s 

school officials consider the “small learning communities” a compromise approach as an 

alternative to separate, small (fewer than 500 students) high school campuses.  The “transfer” 

high schools will focus on students who are long-term absentees at traditional high schools.  

Each student will be assigned a personal “advocate counselor” to help the student and ensure he 

or she gets to school each day.   
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North Carolina Update - December 2005 

 
Education Week reports that the North Carolina legislature narrowly passed a lottery bill that is 

expected to yield $400 million a year.  The funds are to be set aside for preschool initiatives, 

class-size reduction, school construction, and college scholarships.   

 

Education Week reports that North Carolina’s education budget for FY 2006 will be $6.6 billion 

of which $22 million go toward additional funding for the State’s economically disadvantaged 

school districts.  Also included in the budget is $8.5 million in first-time support for school 

community outreach programs and $5 million for expansion of college-based high school 

programs.   

 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg school district has established a new program known as Positive 

Behavior Intervention and Supports designed to enhance overall school climate and improve 

student behavior.   

 

The demand of early childhood education programs in North Carolina has grown markedly in the 

past few years.  In Charlotte-Mecklenburg, for example, more than 1,500 children are on the 

waiting list to get into the district’s pre-K program.  The State’s More At Four program currently 

serves 15,400 of the State’s 50,000 at-risk pre-kindergarteners.   
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 Ohio Update - December 2005 

 
The Cincinnati Enquirer reports that close to 10,000 Ohio high school students are taking college 

classes through the State’s Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Program, three times the number 

who did so ten years ago.  Under the Program, any student in grades 9-12 with 3.0 grade point 

average in the subject they wish to take in college is eligible for an enrollment fee of $35.00. 

  

As reported by the Columbus Beacon Journal, charter schools in Ohio currently enroll more than 

66,000 students.  The State will shift $445 million from its traditional public school funding 

formula into privately-operated charter schools.  The State’s largest charter-school management 

company, White Hat Learning Systems, will be the recipient of more than $100 million of these 

State funds.   
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Oregon Update - December 2005 

 
Oregon is considering imposing a high school “exit exam” in core subjects as part of the State’s 

effort to increase the rigor of its high school curriculum.  The exit exam proposal, along with 

increased high school graduation requirements, will be presented during the 2007 legislative 

session.  Oregon currently gives a test, know as the Certificate of Initial Mastery (CIM), to tenth-

graders.  However, because the CIM is not required for graduation or used by employers or 

colleges, only about a third of the State’s high school students receive a CIM every year.   

  

As reported in the Statesman Journal, Oregon is seeking to become one of the ten states 

participating in the U.S. Department of Education’s pilot test of the “growth model” for 

determining student improvement.  This school year, 32 percent of Oregon schools failed to 

make adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act often because 

of the low performance of special education students or English language learners.  Under the 

growth model, schools would get credit for improving the academic performance of students 

who exceed Federal standards, as well as those who are below current benchmarks.   

 

As reported in Education Daily, almost a third of Oregon’s public high school students -- and 

nearly half of the State’s minority students -- do not graduate from high school.  The State is 

planning to develop a comprehensive high school improvement plan to increase students’ 

graduation rates and college-readiness.  The Portland school district is developing a similar 

reform plan to create high-quality high schools.  The Gates Foundation, along with the Meyer 

Memorial Trust, are contributing to the programs.   

 

Oregon schools - most of them in Portland -- will receive nearly $11 million in grants from two 

foundations -- the Gates Foundation and the Meyer Memorial Trust.  The State will receive 

$1.75 million over two years to review Oregon’s school reform program and verify that the 

State’s high school exit standards match entrance requirements of colleges and employers.  

Portland schools will receive $8.9 million over three years.  Nearly $6 million of this total will 

be used for teacher training and secondary school curricula.  About $1.7 million will be spent to 

ensure that administrative work matches school needs and that as much funding as possible 
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reaches the classroom level.  Another $1.5 million will be used for community programs and a 

high school reform summit.   

 

Teachers in the Oregon Trail School district have gone on strike over contract negotiations.  

Class Notes reports that the teachers are seeking job protection in the case that their schools fail 

to make adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  District 

teachers are concerned that they will not be rated as “highly qualified” by the end of next year as 

required by NCLB.   
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 Pennsylvania Update - December 2005 

 
A recent study by the Pennsylvania Department of Education indicates that universally available 

prekindergarten could save the State as much as $102 million in later special education services.  

According to the study, if half (76,000) of the State’s four-year olds participated in 

prekindergarten, nearly 2,400 of them would not require special education in the later grades.  If 

the prekindergarten were focused only on at-risk children, about 20 percent (31,000) would 

participate reducing the special education roles by 1,600 for a saving of $68 million.  The cost of 

educating a special education student in Pennsylvania averages $16,000 compared with about 

$8,000 for a regular K-12 student.   

 

As reported widely in the press, voters in Dover defeated eight Republican school board 

members who advocated the inclusion of “intelligent design” in the district’s biology classes.  

All eight members were replaced by Democrats who oppose including “intelligent design” in the 

science curriculum.   
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 South Carolina Update - December 2005 

 
South Carolina’s State Superintendent, Inez Tenenbaum, announced in late August that she 

would not seek a third four-year term.   

 

Like North Carolina, South Carolina has seen a huge jump in the demand for early childhood 

education programs.  Approximately 3,400 at-risk children are on waiting lists for pre-K 

programs.  According to Education Daily, the State Education Department has requested an 

additional $45 million -- a tripling of this year’s funding -- to provide full-day pre-K programs 

for the State’s 28,000 at-risk pre-kindergarteners.   

 

The State has established an initiative, in conjunction with DonorsChoose.org, which will 

encourage the public to make direct donations to support projects based upon needs identified by 

teachers.  State Superintendent Inez Tenenbaum is quoted in Education Technology News as 

stating, “By posting their proposals on this site, teachers will help educate the public about what 

they and their students need, while providing potential donors with real tangible ways to impact 

teaching and learning.”  South Carolina is the second state -- following North Carolina -- to 

adopt DonorsChoose statewide.  Launched in October, the South Carolina website already lists 

more than 200 project proposals have been lifted.  By reviewing the types of projects and needs 

identified by teachers, firms with certain types of products and services could identify districts 

with certain needs.  Also participating with DonorsChoose are boards of education in New York 

City, Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Francisco.  For more information go to 

www.donorschoose.org or contact the South Carolina SEA, 803-734-8500. 

 

Approximately a quarter of South Carolina’s 1,077 public schools were rated “below average” or 

“unsatisfactory” on standardized tests this year -- up from 17 percent the previous year.  A total 

of 668 schools maintained their ratings and 55 improved.  But, 354 schools had lower ratings 

than the year before.  Although the test results have alarmed State education officials, they have 

ruled out the idea of establishing Statewide curricula.   

 

http://www.donorschoose.org/
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South Carolina is one of 13 states that have been awarded Federal grants to design and 

implement statewide K-12 data systems.  The three-year, $5.8 million grant will be used to 

support the development of the South Carolina Longitudinal Data System.  The new system will 

build upon the Student Unique Identifier System, already in place, which tracks individual 

students throughout their school years.   
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 Texas Update - December 2005 

 
The Dallas Morning News reports that this summer’s legislative wrangling over textbook 

funding has delayed purchases by local school districts.  It was not until August -- months later 

than usual -- that districts received authorization to purchase textbooks.  So many schools did not 

have all their textbooks when school opened.  By early November, however, the State had a 

surplus of books and was encouraging districts to review their needs and place their orders.  In 

addition, the TEA has been authorized to spend $295 million this year on new textbooks for 

music, art, health, and foreign languages.  About $100 of that funding is still unspent.   

  

A recent study of grade retention in Texas public schools indicates that the percentage of 

students held back in grade has changed little despite the State’s crackdown on social 

promotions.  In 2004, only 2.6 percent of third-graders, for example, were held back -- fewer 

than the previous year when students were, for the first time, required to pass the reading section 

of the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) in order to move to the fourth grade.  

It had been estimated that as many as 12 percent of third-graders would be held back.   

 

The Dallas Morning News reports that more than 25,000 copies of State test documents -- 7,000 

of them in Dallas -- are missing this Fall.  These include test booklets for the TAKS as well as 

test coordinator manuals.  State education officials are concerned that the missing documents 

could bring the integrity of the TAKS into question and are planning to strengthen their security 

policies.   

 

As reported in Education Daily, State agencies in Texas have begun distributing hurricane relief 

funds to districts serving large numbers of storm-displaced students on a temporary basis.  The 

State agencies have had to step in because the Federal funds for this purpose have been stalled in 

Congress.  Texas school districts are accommodating more than 43,000 students displaced by 

Hurricane Katrina.  The State has already distributed $64 million in relief funds this year to hire 

teachers, buy books, and provide supplemental services.  It expects to allocate another $91 

million next year.   
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Texas education officials are concerned that they may not be fully reimbursed for the $360 

million spent by Texas schools for serving 45,000 students displaced from their home districts by 

Hurricane Katrina.  Houston Independent School District, for example, is expected to spend 

$32.5 million this school year to educate 5,000 displaced students now enrolled in Houston 

schools.   

 

The Austin American-Statesman reports that the Texas State Board of Education has moved 

ahead with its plans to provide elementary schools with new textbooks every three years.  The 

State legislature had proposed a freeze on the adoption process while they explore supplementing 

the textbooks with new technology.  The Board has requested bids from publishers for 

elementary math textbooks to reach classrooms in the Fall of 2008.  Legislators have stated that 

they do not want publishers to begin work on textbooks that might not be used if the State 

changes its adoption procedures.  Among the legislative proposals is a plan to give schools the 

flexibility to use textbook funds for technology purposes, a major shift from traditional practice.   

 

As reported in the Houston Chronicle, Governor Rick Perry has bypassed the State legislature 

and used his executive authority to implement the State’s first incentive pay program for 

teachers.  Under the program, $10 million in Federal funds will be used to reward teachers whose 

students in high-poverty schools show progress.  The funds will take the form of $100,000 grants 

to 100 schools which show significant academic improvement.  At least 75 percent of each grant 

must be allocated to the teachers who (as determined by local school officials) have had the 

greatest impact on student performance.   

 

The Governor has also ordered the TEA to continue the State program that reimburses teachers 

for up to $200 in classroom supplies they purchase to be matched by a like amount from local 

sources.   
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 Virginia Update - December 2005 

 
Education Week reports that Virginia’s Race to GED program has resulted in a significant 

increase in the number of Virginians receiving General Educational Development certificates.  

By reducing the amount of time needed to earn a GED, the program has seen the number of 

GEDs awarded reach 35,000 since the program began in 2003.  In 2004, the number of GED 

graduates increased by 1,400 over the previous year and it is expected that 2005 will see an 

increase of 2,600 over 2004.   

 

As reported in Education Week, newly elected Governor Tim Kaine, has stated his intention to 

initiate a universal kindergarten program in Virginia.  Called Start Strong, the new program is 

expected to serve about 80,000 four-year-olds (80 percent of Virginia’s four-year-olds) at a cost 

of $300 million.   
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Washington Update - December 2005 

 
The Seattle Times reports that Washington State’s improved economy has brought forth requests 

for a range of educational programs that could total an additional $266 million in spending for K-

12 and higher education.  Of that total, $195 is being requested for K-12 programs including 

$42.5 million to provide extra help for tenth-graders who fail the Washington Assessment of 

Student Learning (WASL) and $7.5 million to support reading, math, and science assessments in 

the third, fifth, and eighth grades.  The Class of 2008 is the first to be required to pass the WASL 

reading and math section as a graduation requirement.  Science will become a requirement in 

2010. 
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West Virginia Update - December 2005 

 
The U.S. Department of Education (USED) has awarded three-year grants, under its Teaching 

American History program, to Upshur County and Regional Education Service Area II 

(Huntington).  The Upshur County grant of $489,000 will allow the district to select 20 teachers 

for participation in the program which will include development of a high school history course 

on the civil war.  Totaling $999,000, the RESA II grant is intended to improve the skills of about 

2,700 teachers in Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, Mason, Mingo, and Wayne Counties.   

 

West Virginia has become the second state to implement Partnership for 21
st
 Century Skills 

model for teaching and learning.  The Partnership’s model stresses technology literacy, critical 

thinking, and communication skills, as well as business, economic, and civic literacy.   
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Wisconsin Update - December 2005 

 
According to Education Week, the Milwaukee private school voucher has reached the limit of its 

State-imposed enrollment -- 15 percent of the district’s public school enrollment -- 14,751 full-

time slots for the current school year.  The State has ordered private schools to stop accepting 

voucher students.  Each voucher is worth $6,000.   

 

Governor James Doyle has proposed a number of education changes including:  (a) increased 

funding for class size reduction in grades K-3 by $25 million; (b) requiring voucher students to 

take State assessments in grades 3-8 and grade 10; and (c) raising the cap on the number of 

voucher slots in Milwaukee from 15 percent of the district’s enrollment to 18 percent.   

 

The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reports that the number of Wisconsin students taking State 

assessments this school year will reach almost half a million, up from 190,000 in 2004-05.  And 

the tests will be bigger; the fourth-grade exam will be eight hours long and the ninth-grade test 

will be nine hours long.  Part of the increase in the amount of testing is the Federal requirement 

for testing of special education and limited-English-proficient students.  CTB/McGraw-Hill, 

under a 2004 contract, will be paid $6.6 million to manage the State testing program.  In 

Wisconsin, State assessments can be used as criteria for promotion to higher grades but is not a 

requirement for high school graduation. 

 

 

 


