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Alabama Update - November 2005 

 
According to Education Daily, the Alabama Reading Initiative (ARI) has identified 15 school 

Professional Development Demonstration Sites which will use ARI processes to monitor 

instructional practices and analyze data.  The principal and reading coach at each Demonstration 

Site will conduct model data meetings and program walkthroughs four days each month for 

visiting teams from other schools to observe.  As many as 1,000 principals and reading coaches 

will have the opportunity to observe at these sites.   

 

Education Week reported October 12 that nine of the states 66 districts are being required this 

year to spend 15 percent of their IDEA funds on early intervening services because these districts 

have been identified by the State as having significant disproportionality or over-representation 

of minorities enrolled in special education.  The Alabama Director of Special Education 

Services, Mabrey Whetstone, also indicated that several programs initiated by the State would 

qualify as early intervening services including a teacher training program to help teachers 

diagnose and prescribe lesson plans for particular student needs and early reading and math 

initiatives.  During the SETDA conference, another Alabama DOE official indicated the SEA 

Reading First office will have significant influence over the types of interventions that will be 

used by districts, particularly at the K-3 level.   

 

The USED Office of Inspector General has completed its audit of the Alabama Reading First 

program and not unexpectedly found both the State and districts generally met Reading First 

requirements.  The Alabama State Department of Education has funded Reading First programs 

in 36 LEAs and 74 schools since 2002.  As noted earlier, the core and supplemental materials 

approved for use in Reading First in Alabama will likely be relied upon as the State begins to 

implement early intervening services under IDEA.   

 

The USED Office of Inspector General in its audit did not address the initial grant proposal 

review and negotiation between the SDE and USED, which in many states there have been 

allegations of favoritism, conflict of interest, and other infractions which will be the focus of the 

new GAO investigation of Reading First. 
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 Arizona Update - November 2005 

 
As reported in Education Daily, Arizona has initiated IDEAL, a web-based portal for the State’s 

students, teachers, and administrators as well as the public.  Currently, IDEAL has thousands of 

reading, writing, and math test items that teachers can use to prepare individualized lesson plans 

for students.  As IDEAL is expanded, students and parents will have access to teacher-provided 

information about homework, student progress, etc.  Information on IDEAL is available at the 

State’s education website:  www.ade.az.gov. 

 

Education Daily reports that some Arizona school districts are using online textbooks for their K-

8 classes.  Scottsdale Unified and Tempe Elementary have seen an improvement in student 

performance since the introduction of the Internet-based texts which appear to be popular with 

students, teachers, and parents.   

 

Education Week reports that new teachers in Arizona will have to pass a videotaped lesson 

evaluation to get a long-term teaching license.  Within three years of starting teaching, teachers 

must produce a videotape of a classroom lesson, for review by independent evaluators, in order 

to advance from an initial credential to a more permanent one.  The assessment is the one used 

by the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards in its voluntary program for certifying 

experienced teachers.  The Educational Testing Service will help the State establish the program.   

 

http://www.ade.az.gov/


 
©2005, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

Arkansas Update - November 2005 

 
Overall, test scores for fourth-graders showed a drop in the percentage of students rated 

“proficient” from 68 percent in 2003-04 to 50 percent last school year.  The State attributes the 

decline in scores to a more rigorous exam and claims that, on the old exam, 70 percent of fourth-

graders would have rated “proficient” or better.  Statewide, the percentages of students scoring 

“proficient” or higher were as follows: 

 

     Subject 

Grade   Literacy Mathematics 

3    50%          58% 

4    52%          50% 

5    47%          41% 

6    57%          43% 

7    50%          43% 

8    57%          33% 

 

The low math scores are likely to bring about a Statewide emphasis on math professional 

development and the hiring of math specialists in some schools. 

 

The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette reports that, in December Arkansas will select one of two 

possible approaches for rating schools in the State based on Benchmark and end-of-course 

exams.  The first -- “weighted average” approach assign points to schools on the four 

performance categories used for test results.  The number of students achieving at advanced, 

proficient, basic, and below-basic would receive 4, 3, 2, and 1 points, respectively, with the total 

divided by the school enrollment to give each school an average rating between 1 and 4.  The 

second, “stanine” approach would rate schools into nine performance categories and combine 

some of them to reach five performance groups.  In each case, a Statewide panel would 

determine how the ratings fall into five rating categories ranging from “excellent” to “needing 

improvement.” 
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California Update - November 2005 

 
California is considering options to help high school students who haven’t passed the California 

High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).  While maintaining the CAHSEE as a graduation 

requirement, the State could provide students who do not graduate a number of alternatives, 

including:  (a)  a senior portfolio showing mastery of skills on the test; (b) a ceremonial 

certificate; (c) additional high school years; (d) summer classes after senior year; and (e) 

community college programs focusing on exit exam skills.  These options have particular impact 

on special education students, only about half of whom passed the CAHSEE.  But only ten 

percent of special education students receiving intensive instruction and tutoring outside the 

classroom passed the CAHSEE.   

 

Funds emanating from the Microsoft settlement have yet to be allocated to districts and other 

education entities with high enrollments of students from low-income families as part of the 

“education technology K-12 state voucher program.”  There still remains one challenge to the 

settlement, which upon its resolution, the California SEA is required within 90 days to issue a 

request for applications from eligible districts.  As stated on the California website, cde.ca.gov, 

“The vouchers made available through this settlement agreement are to be used to assist districts 

with implementing and supporting education technology that fosters effective teaching and 

promotes student achievement in eligible schools that serve students in grades kindergarten 

through twelfth grade.”  In a recent discussion with Joyce Hinkson (916-223-5715), it is still 

unclear when the last challenge will be resolved and the request for application process begins.  

The amount of funds will be between $100 and $250 per pupil, depending upon the total amount 

of funding and the total amount of completed applications and could total between $600 and 

$800 million.  Some districts have reportedly ordered software and other eligible technology 

products from vendors with the intent of eventually being reimbursed through vouchers for the 

amount of the purchase.  In such cases, vendors should be aware that the amount estimated to be 

reimbursed ranges from $90 to $250 per student and should the reimbursable voucher amount be 

on the lesser end of the continuum, the district may not receive enough monies to pay for the 

entire product.   
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One individual who has been monitoring the Microsoft settlement voucher program in California 

indicated that the major holdup at this time is how much of the $600-$800 hundred million 

should be provided to lawyers who won the case.  Their fee could be as high as $200-$300 

million.   

 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has vetoed a bill that would have reauthorized a Statewide 

reading and mathematics professional development program.  As reported in Education Daily, 

the program provides school districts with incentive funding to train teachers and 

paraprofessionals.  The bill was intended to extend the program through 2012; it now expires in 

2006.  The Governor’s veto has angered the State Department of Education.   

 

A report by the Urban Institute shows that almost half of the students in California’s public 

schools are children of immigrants.  The State provides special grants for schools that need 

additional funding to teach immigrant students; during the 2004-05 fiscal year, more than $18 

million was awarded to school districts.   

 

In response to the August 2004 collapse of the California Charter Academy, California has 

approved a law giving county education officials the authority to investigate improprieties and 

malfeasance by the State’s charter school operators.  The State has filed a 23 million claim in 

bankruptcy court against the California Charter Academy which had enrolled more than 11,000 

K-12 and adult students.  As reported in Education Week, they will also increase per-pupil 

funding for charter school students from less than $300 this school year to $500 in 2007-08. 

 

The California State Board of Education evaluates stand-alone reading intervention programs for 

grades 4-8 according to the following criteria: 

 the program should be a separate intervention specifically for students two or more years 

behind grade level standards; 

 

 the program must be intended to provide acceleration to grade level standards; 

 

 the program must incorporate diagnostic assessment and placement; and 

 

 it must include the basic elements of reading such as phonemic awareness, phonics, 

fluency, vocabulary, comprehension and writing. 
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Statewide, the number of schools in Program Improvement increased by a net of 199 schools last 

year to a total of 1,772 schools -- nearly a third of all Title I schools in the State.  A total of 320 

schools were added to the list while 121 were removed.   

 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has vetoed a bill that would have put off the requirement for 

special education students to pass the California High School Exit Exam (CHSEE) in order to 

graduate.  As reported in Education Daily, the Class of 2006 is the first to be required to pass the 

exam.  The bill delaying the requirement for students with disabilities for two years was part of a 

settlement agreement from a lawsuit and would have allowed special education students to earn a 

diploma if they met all other local and State graduation requirements.  The Governor’s veto 

sends the issue back to Federal court.   

 

The Los Angeles Daily News reports that charter school enrollments have more than doubled 

over the past two years and are expected to continue to grow significantly in the coming years.  

Statewide, there are 574 charter schools -- about five percent of all the schools in the State -- 

enrolling 212,000 students.  More than 80 new charter schools opened this Fall adding 32,000 

students to the charter school enrollment.  In the Los Angeles school district alone, there are 86 

charter schools -- including 20 new campuses this year -- enrolling nearly 38,000 students.  As 

reported in the Los Angeles Times, the Los Angeles Unified School District has proposed that 

charter schools operating in the district open their campuses to relieve overcrowding in some of 

the district’s lowest performing high schools.   

 

The Los Angeles Times reports that Los Angeles County is planning to spend $43 million 

through its Los Angeles Universal Preschool Program to increase classroom capacity in 

underserved schools.  The funds will be used to build new classrooms, renovate existing 

classrooms, and install portable classrooms, as well as to support home daycare facilities where 

children get preschool instruction.  The program is part of First SLA, a non-profit organization 

that is intended to use tobacco tax revenues for early childhood programs.  In the next decade, 

the program hopes to enroll 100,000 prekindergarteners. 
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Colorado Update - November 2005 

 
Denver’s voters will be voting in this November’s election whether to support a $25 million 

property tax increase to support the school district’s ProComp -- Professional Compensation 

Systems for Teachers -- which pays teachers based on their skills, the achievement gains of their 

students, and their willingness to work in low-performing schools.  ProComp has been in 

operation in some Denver schools since 1999; the funding will support district-wide 

implementation.   

 

As reported in the Denver Post, the Federal No Child Left Behind Act requires Title I 

paraprofessionals to become “highly qualified” by next June.  A total of 2,750 paraprofessionals 

(out of 14,800 Statewide) are supported by Title I funding, at least half of whom were not highly 

qualified as of December 2004 (the latest available data).  As a result, as many as 1,400 

paraprofessionals are scrambling to become “highly qualified” by earning an Associate degree, 

taking necessary college credits, or passing a State-approved test in reading, writing, and 

mathematics.   
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 Delaware Update - November 2005 

 
Delaware’s State budget for FY 2006 will total $2.8 billion, including $966 million for K-12 

education -- an eight percent increase over the previous year.  As reported in Education Week, 

the education budget includes $1.3 million for mathematics specialists in 22 of the State’s middle 

schools.   

 

The Delaware Board of Education has approved a major revision in the scoring cutoffs for the 

State’s standardized tests -- the first significant change in six years.  Beginning next Spring, 

passing requirements will be lower for eighth- and tenth-grade reading and math.  Old students 

have struggled on the math portion of the tests and, starting in 2008, test performance will affect 

high school graduation.  In other grades, some cutoff scores will be raised and others lowered.   
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Florida Update - November 2005 

 
As reported in The Palm Beach Post, Florida’s Corporate Tax Credit voucher program is 

expected to see an increase in its enrollment from 11,000 to 15,000 this year.  The program 

collects money from private corporations to create a scholarship fund that provides vouchers for 

private school tuition for economically disadvantaged students.   

 

The Florida Department of Education has posted on its website the names of two groups of 

districts which have the highest rankings in either “disparity and composition” or “risk ratio” or 

both; these are the measures used by the Florida DOE in determining disproportionality.  

Districts with the highest disparity or risk ratios are Leon, St. John’s, Sumter, Gulf, Hamilton, 

Washington, Orange, St. Lucie, Pinellas, Broward, Monroe, Martin, Indian River, Seminole, 

Sarasota, Brevard, Okaloosa, and Collier.  These districts are those most likely to be required to 

allocate 15 percent of their IDEA allocations for early intervening services.  The Florida DOE 

website indicates that on page 68 of its report, districts are ranked on both “disparity and 

composition” and on “risk ratio” for 2004-05.  However, this page has been eliminated from the 

website clearly indicating the sensitivities involved in identified or ranking districts based on 

levels of disproportionality.   

 

As reported in the Herald Tribune on October 11, the Manatee County Public School District 

will be reallocating $1 million of its $11.2 million IDEA funding this year to hire 18 reading 

coaches to provide “early intervening services” under the new IDEA provision.  Evidently, the 

justification is that the 18 reading coaches will provide scientifically-based reading training to 

help teachers determine whether or not borderline students should be placed in special education.  

District special education officials are reportedly upset with this reallocation.  In neighboring 

Sarasota County, which receives $9 million in IDEA funds, no funds are being allocated. 
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 Georgia Update - November 2005 

 
As reported in The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the Georgia State School Board is planning to 

ease the waiver rules for the State’s High School Graduation Test.  This new policy applies to 

seniors who fail the State’s high school graduation test by a few points.  About 5,000 students 

each year fall in this barely-failing category.  Although waivers have been available in the past, 

only very few (41 in the past four years) have been granted.  Under the new plan, students who 

have failed the graduation test four times and taken specialized tutoring could apply for a waiver 

that would include consideration of the students’ academic performance, attendance, and other 

factors.   

 

According to Education Daily, Georgia has undertaken a number of initiatives to improve 

technology use in its schools, including: 

 Georgia Standards.org -- a website providing a range of resources for teachers such as 

lesson plans correlated with State standards, free instructional materials, and professional 

development materials; 

 

 Georgia Virtual School -- an online program for home schooled students offering 65 

courses including Advanced Placement classes; 

 

 Model schools -- twelve -- four elementary, four middle, and four high -- schools across 

the State that will allow the State to explore how technology affects student learning; 

 

 Teaching in the 21
st
 Century -- a new course, taught through regional Educational 

Technology Training Centers, that assesses teachers’ technology skills and offers ways 

for teachers to improve their teaching through technology; and  

 

 Wireless schools -- a program to establish wireless networks in many schools in 

preparation for a 1:1 ratio model; 50 schools were made wireless last year and 50 more 

are planned for this school year.   

 



 
©2005, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

Hawaii Update - November 2005 

 
Hawaii plans to award $2.2 million in grants to 14 public charter schools that focus on native 

Hawaiian culture.  The State has a total of 27 charter schools.  The funding will be allocated 

based on the schools’ enrollments and proportion of native Hawaiian students.  The State 

legislature has appropriated a total of $32 million this year for charter schools, an amount, some 

argue, is many millions less then they would receive under a basic State funding formula.  The 

funds are intended to fill a two-year void while the State urges the legislature provide more 

money directly for the charter schools.   

 

As reported in the Honolulu Advertiser, Hawaii is spending $9 million this year, in payments to 

private education companies, to provide support to help 20+ schools that have been taken over 

by the State or are being restructured under provisions of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  

Another 18 schools face restructuring next year; these schools will get help from State-level 

experts rather than private firms.  Four more schools are continuing to plan for restructuring and 

six others are beginning to plan for restructuring. 
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Idaho Update - November 2005 

 
Beginning in late 1999-2000, the Idaho-based Albertson Foundation began its grants program 

whereby, over a three-year period more than $20 million was allocated to the State Department 

of Education, which in turn reallocated such funds to Idaho districts for purchases of technology, 

including instructional software and some professional development.  Beginning about 2003, the 

grant program began to “dry up.”  One of the casualties was a planned implementation of a 

Statewide instructional management system.  Some observers are optimistic that state funds may 

become available as the economy improves which will allow resurrection of some components 

of the planned initiative.  

 

The Idaho Statesman reports that mathematics skills among Idaho students declines as students 

get older.  Results of the Spring 2005 Idaho Standards Achievement Test show that 90 percent of 

the State’s fourth-graders are proficient in math; the proficient percentage drops to 70 percent by 

the tenth grade.  The State has proposed to add more math to the high school curriculum and to 

require that students take pre-Algebra before going on to the ninth grade.  The Boise School 

District is planning to pilot-test a new end-of-course math exam for fourth- through sixth-graders 

in eight schools this year.   
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Illinois Update - November 2005 

 
In 2002-03, the Illinois legislature allocated $19 million for programs for 165,000 gifted students 

but the Governor, facing a budget crisis, cut the funding and it has never been restored.  As 

reported in the Chicago Sun-Times, the State still provides districts with funds for gifted student 

programs, but the money is included in the general State aid package which allows districts to 

determine how the money is to be spent.  Many district officials have argued the spending 

mandated by Federal and State programs leave little available funds for gifted programs.   

 

A recent study conducted by Designs for Change shows that Chicago elementary schools have 

made significant academic progress in the past 15 years.  Covering 144 public elementary 

schools (including some of the districts’ lowest performing schools), the study found that an 

average of 50 percent of the K-8 students are now reading at the National average compared with 

only 20 percent in 1990.   

 

As reported in Education Week, the Chicago school district is reviewing proposals from outside 

vendors for the development of core high school curricula in English, mathematics, and science.  

Following similar approaches in Boston and Philadelphia, the Chicago curriculum plan will 

include assessments aligned with Illinois standards and professional development and in-class 

coaching for teachers.  The overall effort to revitalize the City’s 100 high schools will cost 

approximately $100 million.  The district’s Request for Proposal included the following 

elements:  (a) a unit-by-unit curriculum guide for teachers; (b) model lessons detailing skills 

students will learn; (c) summative and diagnostic assessments; (d) professional development for 

both curricula and assessments; and (e) classroom-based coaching for teachers.  The planning for 

this high school initiative has been helped along by $2.3 million grant from the Gates 

Foundation.   

 

As reported in Education Daily, this year, a total of 73,000 low-income students in the Chicago 

school district applied for free afterschool tutoring under the supplemental educational services 

(SES) provision of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  The district’s $50 million SES budget 

was only large enough to serve about 43,000 students -- 11,000 in district-operated programs and 
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32,000 with private tutoring firms.  The shortfall occurred, in large part, because, although the 

U.S. Department of Education had given the district a waiver so that it could provide SES 

directly, the waiver came so late that many parents had already chosen more expensive, private 

SES providers, thus consuming more of the tutoring budget than would otherwise have been the 

case.  At the last minute, the district used $5 million of its State discretionary money to establish 

another district-run tutoring program which will serve 13,000 more students.  Even with these 

additional funds, 17,000 eligible students will not receive SES.   

 

The Chicago Tribune reports that Chicago Public Schools is planning to reinstate mathematics 

test scores as a criterion for grade advancement.  A few years ago, the district, amidst an 

emphasis on reading, eliminated math as a requirement.  But the emphasis on standardized 

testing in both reading and math under the No Child Left Behind Act has prompted the 

reinstatement of math.  District officials estimate that, if the new criterion had been in place last 

school year, an additional 6,500 students would have been required to attend summer school or 

participate in a passage-review process which includes classwork, conduct, and attendance.   
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Indiana Update - November 2005 

 
State funds for various technology initiatives which began in the 2001-2002 year, have 

essentially dried up.  However, there appears to be a growing optimism that the State may be 

able to fund a large pilot one-to-one computer initiative similar to initiatives in Maine and a 

handful of other states.   

 

The Indianapolis Star reports that it is extremely likely that Indiana’s ISETP Plus standardized 

testing will be shifted from the Fall each year to the Spring.  The State School Board, with its six 

new members, appears to support the move as does the Indiana School Boards Association.   

 

Indiana’s Affordable Classroom Computers for Every Secondary Students (INACCESS) 

program represents a structure for making computers broadly available for teachers (as tools) and 

for students (as resources).  INACCESS embodies eight guiding principles: 

 

(1) Affordability -- low cost/investment ($00-$600 per student); 

(2) Sustainability -- minimal need for ongoing investment; 

(3) Repeatability -- replicable in any high school; 

(4) Flexibility -- adaptable to new/old, large/small, wired/wireless schools; 

(5) Openness -- open source software to minimize costs; 

(6) Compatibility -- supports online testing, end-of-course assessments, etc.; 

(7) Commonality -- includes “common denominator” elements available in participating 

schools; and 

(8) Scalability -- scales to 300,000+ simultaneous users. 

 

This Fall, 24 high schools -- each with about five participating classrooms -- will be part of the 

INACCESS pilot.   
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 Kansas Update - November 2005 

 
The Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE), working with Learning Station, has 

developed the KSDE formative Test Builder, a means of providing practice tests for the State’s 

reading and mathematics exams.  Delivered through the Empowered Desktop, a free, online web 

portal available to all Kansas schools, the KSDE Formative Test Builder allows teachers to 

create practice tests for State-mandated reading and math exams.  The exams measure student 

mastery of Kansas curriculum standards.   

 

Education Daily reports that Kansas’ new Commissioner of Education, Republican Bob Corkins, 

has expressed the view that the requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) are 

unrealistic and financially burdensome on the states and is considering opting out of the Federal 

No Child Left Behind Act largely because of the paperwork burden the Law places on teachers 

and administrators.   
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 Kentucky Update - November 2005 

 
The Alliance for Excellent Education reports that Jefferson County Public Schools (Louisville) 

has received a $25 million grant from the GE Foundation for purposes of:  (a) improving math 

and science achievement; (b) closing achievement gaps; and (c) increasing college going.  The 

grant is part of the Foundation’s five-year, $100 million expansion of its College Bound 

program.  The school district will create a “district implementation team” -- consisting of 

teachers, district staff, and community groups -- that will install standardized math and science 

curricula and use research to drive decision-making.   
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Louisiana Update - November 2005 

 
In the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the Louisiana State Board of Education has waived 

the State policy requiring fourth- and eighth-graders to pass State tests in order to be promoted to 

the next grade.  The Board decided to retain the requirement that members of the Class of 2006 

pass the high school exit exam in order to graduate.   

 

The devastation wreaked by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita has thrown the school systems of 

Orleans Parish into chaos.  In mid-October, the local school board decided to open some of its 

schools on the West Bank as charter schools using part of a $21 million Federal grant to repair 

and expand charter schools.  Shortly thereafter, a Civil Court judge ordered the district to halt its 

charter school plans on the grounds that the decision was made without adequate input from the 

public.  State Superintendent of Education Cecil Picard has urged the district to open all 13 

schools in the hard-hit Algiers neighborhood as charter schools.  New Orleans Mayor, Ray 

Nagin, has called on the Governor to allow the City to operate as a Citywide charter school 

district.  Many questions still exist as to the financial ability of the City to operate the schools 

without substantial support from the State and Federal governments.   
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 Maryland Update - November 2005 

 
A regulatory change in Maryland links the State’s four High School Assessments (HSAs) to the 

Maryland High School Diploma.  To receive the Diploma, students must:  (a) pass all four 

HSAs; or (b) earn a minimal score (below passing) on all four HSAs and have a total score equal 

to the sum of the four component passing scores.  These new regulations will go into effect for 

the Class of 2009 (this year’s eighth-graders).   

 

Maryland has revised a proposed requirement that Teach for America instructors go through an 

eight-week internship before they begin teaching in the Fall.  Teach for America participants 

complete a five-week summer training period and the additional three weeks would have made it 

difficult for them to be ready by the start of school.  The revised provision calls for four-to-eight 

weeks of training.   

 

Education Daily reports that the U.S. Department of Education has reached an agreement with 

the Baltimore City school district by which the district will not have to repay $18 million in Title 

I funds that auditors found to have been misused.  Instead, the district will be required to 

improve its internal controls and to allocate $10.5 million for extra tutoring and other programs 

for economically disadvantaged students.   
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Massachusetts Update - November 2005 

 
As reported in Education Technology News, the University of Massachusetts (Amherst) and 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute have agreed to co-sponsor the Massachusetts K-12 Initiative that 

will allow K-12 schools to utilize the universities’ Internet 2 access, known as Abilene.  The 

new, faster connections will be available to schools that participate in the Merrimack Education 

Center which links about two-thirds of Massachusetts’ public K-12 schools to the Internet.  

Information on Abilene is at www.internet2.edu. 

 

Massachusetts is implementing a three-pronged approach to increasing the use of assistive 

technologies for students with disabilities -- professional development, use of assistive 

technologies on Statewide assessments, and information dissemination.  To measure the 

effectiveness of this effort, the State includes questions about assistive technologies, universal 

design, and accessibility in its annual district technology survey.   

 

Republican Governor Mitt Romney has undertaken an ambitious plan for improving public 

education in Massachusetts.  The Governor has called for an increase in K-12 spending of $46 

million for FY 2006 and $143 million for FY 2007.  His plan, which draws on the State’s current 

budget surplus, includes $5,000 bonuses for teachers in three categories:  math/science teachers, 

Advanced Placement teachers, and teachers rated highly for student classroom improvement.  

The plan, still to be debated in the legislature, also includes a laptop program for students, 

although the details of such a program have not yet been articulated.   

 

Education Daily reports that 20 Massachusetts school districts are planning on adding two hours 

to each school day at some schools next year.  The State is offering grants to districts that 

explore longer days.  The Springfield School District is also considering adding ten days to the 

beginning and ten days to the end of each school year.   

 

http://www.internet2.edu/
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Michigan Update - November 2005 

 
Jamey Fitzpatrick has been named President of Michigan Virtual University (MVU), a not-for-

profit institution for delivering online education and training to Michigan citizens.  Mr. 

Fitzpatrick has served as MVU’s interim President for the past year.  He led the initial 

development of the Michigan Virtual High School (MVHS) and guided the deployment of 

computers and Internet access to 90,000 Michigan K-12 educators.  Currently, MVU operates 

MVHS with its 20,000 course enrollments and coordinates Michigan LearnPort, an online 

professional development portal that provides online training for K-12 teachers, administrators, 

and support staff.  Information on MVU can be found at:  www.mivu.org. 

 

As reported in Education Week, beginning in 2007, all eleventh-graders in Michigan will take 

the ACT college-entrance exam as part of a Statewide testing package.  Other components of the 

package, known as the Michigan Merit Examination, will include State-specific science and 

social studies items and WorkKeys, a test of work skills.  Although the Michigan Merit 

Examination will not be a high school graduation requirement, it will satisfy the testing 

requirements of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.  

 

http://www.mivu.org/
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Minnesota Update - November 2005 

 
Minnesota’s K-12 education budget for the FY 2006-07 biennium will be $12.6 billion, a three 

percent increase over the previous two-year period.  As reported in Education Week, the budget 

includes $86 million for Qcomp, a program which provides districts with $260 per pupil to 

establish a peer evaluation process based on teachers’ skills, responsibilities, and academic 

accomplishments.  The education budget also includes $11.6 million for the Get Ready, Get 

Credit program which gives high school students more access to Advanced Placement courses 

and post-secondary credits.   

 

The Duluth News Tribune reports that Minnesota school districts will receive a total of 

approximately $50 million from a settlement of the national class-action lawsuit against 

Microsoft.  Reimbursement claims had to be filed by February 22, 2005 by purchasers of 

Microsoft software products between 1994 and 2003.  School districts wishing to receive a share 

of the Minnesota settlement amount had to file their plans for the money by October 28, 2005.  

The credits, which can be used only for hardware, software, and technology-related professional 

development, may not be spent until January 27, 2006.   
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 Mississippi Update - November 2005 

 
According to Education Week, Mississippi has approved a plan to increase high school 

graduation requirements beginning with the Class of 2012.  In order to graduate, students must 

complete four years each of English, mathematics, science, and social studies (including 

economics), and at least one laboratory-based science course.   

 

As reported in Education Week, the Mississippi legislature has given the State School Board the 

authority to waive the State’s accountability requirements this year for school districts damaged 

by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  The legislature has also been asked to suspend the Mississippi 

Department of Education’s line-item budget to permit greater spending flexibility as the State 

seeks to help districts reopen their schools.   

 

As reported in The Clarion-Ledger, Mississippi will be revamping the Mississippi Curriculum 

Test over the next two years largely because of major revisions to the State’s language arts and 

mathematics curricula.  By 2008, testing of second-graders will be eliminated and the language 

arts and reading sections of the exam will be combined.   
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 Montana Update - November 2005 

 
The Billings Gazette reports that, as expressed in a Montana Supreme Court ruling last 

December, State funding of public schools has been determined to be inadequate.  As a result, a 

State legislative panel has endorsed an increase in funding for Montana schools of $4,000 per 

classroom -- a three percent increase over current spending.  Although the source of the new 

money is still being debated, the increase would provide $33 million, most of which would go to 

higher teacher salaries and benefits.  In addition, the panel has recommended allocating $2.5 

million a year -- $800 per classroom -- for teachers’ professional development.   
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 Nevada Update - November 2005 

 
A report by WestEd’s Policy Center places Nevada near the bottom of national rankings of 

student achievement in reading and mathematics.  The report highlights the need for the State to 

improve student achievement and increase high school graduation rates.  Among the report’s key 

recommendations are for the State to:  (a) prepare teachers better, particularly teachers of English 

language learners, (b) use timely student data to improve programs and teaching; (c) implement 

research-based strategies to reduce achievement gaps; and (d) create a Statewide plan for 

improving high schools.   

 

The Nevada Department of Education has set aside $100 million for school improvement.  A 

total of $22 million has been set aside for establishing full-day kindergarten in the 2006-07 

school year.  The remaining $78 million will be awarded in the form of grants to schools who 

propose innovative approaches to improving student performance.  Applications for the 18-

month grants will be due to the State on or before December 16, with awards scheduled for late 

January.  It is estimated that the grants will average $416 per student and that 450 of the 552 

schools in the State will apply.   

 

The Educational Testing Service (ETS) has published more than 11,000 language arts and 

mathematics test questions aligned with Nevada’s Academic Standards for Public Schools.  The 

new items are components of ETS’s Formative Assessment Item Bank, an online resource of 

standards-based test questions for use of K-12 teachers.   

 

The Nevada State Department of Education has allocated $5 million of the $9.5 million 

earmarked by the legislature for technology, mostly professional development and software.  The 

legislature has appropriated such amounts annually over the last six years but during the tight 

budget times of 2002 and 2003 the Governor’s office had not released such funds.  State funding 

for remedial education programs to be allocated to districts has been held up due to some 

proposed changes in how such funds are to be used.  Most observers feel there will be greater 

flexibility in using these funds, perhaps in conjunction with Title I funds.   
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New Hampshire Update - November 2005 

 
In mid-July, the U.S. Department of Education (USED) approved New Hampshire’s request 

(along with similar requests from Vermont and Rhode Island) to forego testing elementary and 

middle school students while transitioning to the new New England Common Assessment 

Program (NECAP).  Administered during October, the new standardized reading and math tests 

were based on the principles of “universal design,” making them accessible to a wide range of 

students.   

 

Pleased with the NECAP exams in reading and math, New Hampshire (and the other 

participating states) are planning joint development of science tests for elementary, middle, and 

high school students, a Federal requirement as of 2007-8. 

 

According to Education Week, the state legislature approved a $1.86 billion K-12 education 

budget for the FY 2006-07 biennium, a two percent increase over the previous two-year period.  

The funding does, however, include $842 million per year from Statewide property taxes which 

are generally considered to be local, not State, funds.   

 

Last school year, the number of New Hampshire high schools that failed to make adequate yearly 

progress (AYP) under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act remained about the same as the 

previous year despite higher student academic standards.  A total of 37 of the State’s 78 high 

schools missed AYP as measured by the New Hampshire Educational Improvement and 

Assessment Program.  And 33 high schools -- compared with 28 the year before -- missed AYP 

for two consecutive years and are designated for improvement.   
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New York Update - November 2005 

 
As reported in The New York Times, New York State provided $16.2 billion in State aid to K-12 

education last year, an increase of $848 over the year before.  In early October, the State Board 

of Regents called for the State to allocate $1.3 billion more on education next school year.  Most 

of the increased funding would go to New York City and low-income school districts.  The 

Regents proposal would increase State funds to all districts by at least two percent and up to 12 

percent in high-need districts.  Because the proposal must be approved by the Governor and both 

houses of the legislature, it is unlikely to be implemented.   

 

Like many other states, New York is assessing the feasibility of an SEA portal for the State, one 

function of which would be to provide teachers access to assessment data so that they can use 

such information to select or develop lesson plans for individual students.  The amount of state 

funds per student for instructional software has increased from about $8-$10 several years ago to 

approximately $14 this year.  In addition, the SEA has encouraged districts to use eight percent 

of their IDEA funds for purchasing education technology, including assistive technology.  Under 

the new IDEA, this provision has changed to allow up to 50 percent of the district’s increase in 

IDEA funding to be used for “local purposes,” including purchasing technology.  In many other 

states, SEA technology officials are not aware of the “early intervening services” provisions 

under the new IDEA and the opportunities for using such funds to purchase software-based 

interventions or assistive technology.   

 

A recent State analysis of charter schools shows the charter schools -- both Statewide and in New 

York City -- serve a lower proportion of special education students than do regular public 

schools.  Students with disabilities make up 11.9 percent of the enrollment in traditional public 

schools across the State, but only 9.1 percent of the enrollment in charter schools.  Moreover, the 

analysis suggests that special education students in charter schools have less severe disabilities.  

Critics of charter schools argue that these factors -- not educational quality -- explain the trend 

toward better student performance in some charter schools.  
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New York City is planning to expand and restructure its preschool programs according to The 

New York Times.  The City’s plan proposes to double the enrollment in City-financed daycare 

and prekindergarten programs -- currently 125,000 children -- at a cost of about $500 million per 

year.  Funding for the program would come from a pool of more than $5 billion a year owed to 

the City by the State under a judge’s order.   
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Ohio Update - November 2005 

 
During the SETDA conference, Ohio officials indicated that, as of July, all of the SEA’s 

technology initiatives, including those in education, have been relegated to a separate agency 

referred to as e-tec Ohio.  The $6 million of Schoolnet Plus, which has existed over the last 

decade, will officially fall under the e-tec Ohio office.  Coordination with the SEA will take 

place through individual staff members whose time is shared between the two agencies which 

pay their salaries.   

 

As reported in The Cleveland Plain Dealer, Ohio is beginning to implement a “value added” 

model to measure the effectiveness of schools base don students’ academic progress.  The “value 

added” approach used a wide range of data to track the performance of public school students in 

the third-through-eighth grade even when they change schools or school districts.  The use of the 

model came about from a 2003 State law bringing Ohio into compliance with the Federal No 

Child Left Behind Act.   
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 Pennsylvania Update - November 2005 

 
Pennsylvania’s Acting Secretary of Education, Gerald Zahorchak, has been nominated to 

become Secretary permanently.  Mr. Zahorchak has been the State’s Deputy Secretary for 

Elementary and Secondary Education and has been instrumental in helping school districts meet 

State standards as well as the requirements of the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.   

 

Pennsylvania’s Keystones:  Technology Integrators identifies teachers across the State who are 

technology integrators for their schools.  Since the program began two years ago, 1,000 teachers 

from more than 300 schools and school districts have been so identified; most attend four-day 

Summits which include hands-on workshops on such topics as differentiating instruction and 

teaching in the 21
st
 century.   

 

As reported in The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, members of the Pennsylvania legislature have 

proposed a tax-relief plan that would have the State pay $850 million in special education 

expenses historically the responsibility of local school districts.  Normally, the State pays half of 

the $1.7 billion cost of special education for its 255,000 students with disabilities.  Under the 

proposal, the State would use revenue from slot machines to pay the full cost of special 

education.   

 

As reported in the Philadelphia Inquirer, more than half of the charter schools in suburban 

Philadelphia are facing sanctions under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  Thirty 

of the 59 charter schools in Philadelphia and its Pennsylvania suburbs failed to make adequate 

yearly progress under NCLB and five of them could be restructured or lose their charters.   
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Rhode Island Update - November 2005 

 
Governor Donald Carcieri has launched a new plan to improve math and science test scores in 

Rhode Island.  Less than a third of the State’s students were rated proficient in the two subjects 

during 2002 and 2003 testing.  A Blue Ribbon Panel has recommended:  (1) establishing a 

Statewide science curriculum by 2008; (2) make math and science classes more rigorous; (3) 

provide new equipment for science labs; (4) recruit math and science teachers more vigorously; 

and (5) ease the way for non-traditional teachers to become certified to teach math and science.  

The cost of the initiative has not yet been estimated but the State spent $600,000, over two years, 

to develop Statewide English and math curricula and, in the last two years, the State spent $575 

for math specialists and $125,000 for science specialists.   

 

In mid-July, the U.S. Department of Education (USED) approved Rhode Island’s request (along 

with similar requests from Vermont and New Hampshire) to forego testing elementary and 

middle school students while transitioning to the new New England Common Assessment 

Program (NECAP).  The new standardized reading and mathematics exams tests students’ 

critical-thinking and problem-solving skills and includes essay questions, graphing solutions, and 

geometrical problem solving.  Administered during October, the tests took between nine and 12 

hours (depending on grade level) in 90-minute blocks.  The State will pay $12.9 million for the 

exams over the next six years.   
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 Texas Update - November 2005 

 
Governor Rick Perry has issued an Executive Order requiring school districts to spend at least 65 

percent of their budgets “for instructional purposes.”  The requirement is being phased in over a 

four-year period.  According to a 2203 report 40 percent of the State’s school districts already 

meet the standard.  Some controversy has emerged over the definition of “instructional” and a 

State task force is expected to provide guidance on the issue.  Moreover, in rural West Texas, 

transportation costs have skyrocketed due to fuel prices, making it difficult to meet the 65 

percent requirement.  Some urban districts have encountered significant security costs and argue 

that such expenses should be considered “instructional.”   

 

As reported in The Houston Chronicle, the Houston Independent School District has been 

accused of falsifying student graduate data in 2000-01 and is facing a grand jury hearing.  

Because the three-year statute of limitations was expiring the charges were heard in October.  

The Houston school district lost its “acceptable” rating on the State’s accountability scale but 

was reinstated last year.  Twelve Houston high schools and two middle schools had their ratings 

downgraded.  The Houston case parallels a similar episode in which the Austin school district, in 

2002, pleaded no contest and paid a $5,000 fine.   
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Utah Update - November 2005 

 
The Utah Test Item Pool Server (UTIPS) is a popular testing engine that provides low-cost 

formative assessments for Utah teachers.  It allows teachers to test their students on specific State 

standards and objectives in language arts, mathematics, and science.  Last Spring, utilization of 

UTIPS was approximately 400,000 tests per month.  UTIPS operates under an open source 

model and is available to school districts nationwide as part of the My EDesk consortium. 
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 Virginia Update - November 2005 

 
As reported in Education Week (October 12), Doug Cox, Virginia’s Director of Special 

Education, indicated that Virginia has supported the early intervening services provisions in the 

new IDEA with attendant requirements and noted that 30 of the State’s 133 school districts have 

been identified as having significant disproportionality and are required to use 15 percent of their 

IDEA funds for early intervening services.   

 

The Washington Post reports that graduation rates for Virginia high schools have remained 

steady at about 94 percent for the past two years, the first classes that are required to pass the 

State’s Standards of Learning (SOL) exams in order to earn a diploma.  State officials believe the 

stable graduation rates may be attributed to extra tutorial help given to struggling high school 

students.  Specifically, more than 2,600 students received academic help through the State’s 

Project Graduation initiatives which included online tutorials and regional academies.   
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 Wyoming Update - November 2005 

 
The Casper Star-Tribune reports that the Wyoming E-Academy of Virtual Learning (WEAVE), 

working with Apex Learning, will offer a wide range of Advanced Placement courses to students 

from any school district in the State.  WEAVE, operating through Fort Washakie Charter High 

School – which currently provides online courses for students to complete high school – will 

initially offer 15 AP courses.  Each course will be led by an experienced, certified online teacher 

and will include face-to-face mentors – funded by the State – who will provide additional 

tutoring as necessary.   

 


