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The enclosed TechMIS mailing includes a Special Report which we have generated using 

E-Rate information from the SLD website which identifies E-Rate applicants which were 

notified later than most successful applications, often due to appeals being found 

meritorious.  These districts are more likely than others to be requesting reimbursements 

for purchases of E-Rate-eligible products at the pre-discount prices and will likely have 

E-Rate savings which can be used to purchase software, professional development, or 

anything else.  Potential customers who are seeking funds to purchase your products 

should be referred to the E-Rate office to determine if they will be using the Form 472 

“BEAR” process to request a check in lieu of a credit for reimbursement.   

 

The Washington Update includes: 

 

 Highlights of a September 24 webcast at which Secretary Paige hinted at some of 

the policy changes that may be forthcoming, as well as certain policies for which 

the Secretary and responsible USED staff are not conveying similar messages. 

 

 A new report which suggests opportunities will grow for firms providing staff 

development for school-based staff developers, as well as reading and other 

“coaches.”   

 A new initiative underway through the Social Security Administration which 

could provide opportunities for firms with products that can be used in transition-

type programs for students and individuals with disabilities. 

 

 A new initiative underway to help districts collect more reimbursements for 

“related services” for eligible special education students from Federal and state 
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Medicaid sources, which suggest that the demand for automated reimbursement 

systems will continue to grow. 

 

 A new report from the Brown Center (part of the Brookings Institute) which 

suggests that good opportunities exist for targeting rural schools and “conversion” 

charter schools. 

 

 Highlights of an October 15 SIIA webcast on “Finding Pockets of K-12 Funding,” 

which confirms some of the opportunities we have noted in various TechMIS 

reports over the last year or so. 

 

 The National Governors Association has created, for the first time, a Standing 

Committee on Education, which suggests NGA influence on Federal Education 

policy and funding will increase significantly, particularly related to the 

reauthorization of Head Start and IDEA. 

 

 USED has published a list of research, evaluation, and information-sharing 

projects which could be of interest to TechMIS subscribers looking for new to-be-

developed products and technology practices and/or may provide opportunities 

for having products participate in several evaluations. 

 

This TechMIS issue includes State Profile Updates which focus upon:  (a) state funding 

situations, budgets, etc.; (b) schools that have been identified for improvement by SEAs 

and the appeals process underway in most states; (c) state technology initiatives which in 

many states are being affected by forced budget cuts; and (d) ever-changing decisions 

related to high stakes testing and graduation exams.   

 

While we have listed in several states the number of schools which SEAs have identified 

for improvement (i.e., failing at least two consecutive years under No Child Left Behind), 

we and our associate, Mailings Clearinghouse, continue to update such lists as test results 

become available and/or appeal decisions are made by states.  Thus far, approximately 20 

states have published final lists of these schools identified for improvement which fall 

under sanctions such as parent choice and/or supplemental education services.  The list of 

these schools and contact information are available from MCH (contact Mary English, 

800/776-6373).  If anyone has any questions regarding what states to approach and when, 

or questions related to other matters, please contact Charles Blaschke directly. 

 


