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Included in this mailing are two Special Reports.  One includes highlights from the recent Council of 

Chief State School Officers’ annual legislative meeting of which several knowledgeable experts 

advised the Chiefs to take a common-sensical approach to implementation of some of the provisions 

in No Child Left Behind.  Experts such as Jack Jennings, Center for Education Policy, predicted that 

the major impact of certain provisions related to choice, supplemental services, and highly qualified 

teachers, will occur next Fall and if there are to be any amendments they will occur at that time.   

 

The second Special Report includes an analysis of the recently-issued nonregulatory guidance on 21
st
 

Century Community Learning Centers, for which states are making grants now and later this year 

using FY 2003 funding.  The types of districts offering the greatest opportunities for winning these 

grants have a number of key characteristics; TechMIS subscribers should use these characteristics in 

qualifying districts with whom they wish to partner or have their products and services included in 

the grant applications.   

 

The Washington Update includes several very important items for firms with appropriate products 

and services, including: 

 

 The USED “principles” for reauthorizing IDEA, which are reflected in the recent 

Republican proposal, were embellished upon by Assistant Secretary Robert Pasternack 

during the CCSSO meeting, identifying particular opportunities for technology use; 
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 USED release of proposed regulations for public comment on adequate yearly progress 

for students with “significant cognitive disabilities” and the parameters of allowable 

alternative assessments for groups of students; this could be the Achilles’ heel of No 

Child Left Behind unless certain issues are resolved; 

 A new NCES report which found that, between 1996 and 2000, students who use 

computers in science instruction scored higher on the National Assessment for Education 

Progress (NAEP); these results support the findings from the Kulick meta-analysis 

included in the February 2003 TechMIS Washington Update; 

 

 A recent report by the nonpartisan Government Accounting Office (GAO) which 

recommends that Congress eliminate the “supplement not supplant” requirement for Title 

I schoolwide programs because currently it is unworkable as principals and others do not 

have to report how money is spent in the schoolwide programs; Congressional removal 

of the requirement would weaken the backbone of Title I -- to ensure that it serves poor 

children with greatest needs; 

 

 A report from the National Center for Education Statistics which estimates the size of the 

public school prekindergarten niche which many governors have vowed to protect against 

budget cuts this year; 

 

 Another NCES report that found almost all kindergarten students have access to 

computers either at home or in their classrooms and schools; most frequent uses were to 

learn reading, writing, and spelling; to learn math; and for fun; data were gathered in 

1999 as part of the Early Childhood Longitudinal Survey and tend to corroborate 

TURNKEY’s 1999 Survey of Early Childhood Programs’ Use of Technology; 

 

 A new report from the American Federation of Teachers which provides profiles on 

state-by-state initiatives and standards for prekindergarten and kindergarten programs; 

 

 During the two most recent service provider conference calls, E-rate service providers 

called for a lobbying effort to increase SLD staff in order to expedite the application and 

review process, while at the same time preventing fraud and abuse through greater 

followup on “code nine whistle blower” calls regarding alleged offenses. 

 

If one is interested in participating in a lobbying effort to support increased staff at the SLD to 

expedite the overall process, please give me a call as soon as possible. 

 

The State Profile Updates identify the current level of K-12 budgets in many states for technology 

and programs which fund technology purchases; however, such numbers are a “moving target” in 

most states as legislators are still in session and estimates of revenue shortfalls continue to change.  

In a number of states, changes are occurring in state assessments, particularly related to exit exams 

which students must pass to graduate with a regular high school diploma.  Several states have 

received Reading First approval.  A review of state accountability and assessment plans that have 



been approved as well as those that were submitted before the January 31 deadline indicate that 

states are being forced to make decisions on issues which have not been clarified by USED.   

 

If anyone has any questions please contact me directly. 


