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The USED is moving much more slowly this year than last year in determining estimates of Title I 

allocations by district.  As you may recall, our listing of all the districts with increases of $1 million 

or more for this school year was dated February 19, 2002, because currently lacking the estimated 

allocations for districts receiving increases totaling at least $1.4 billion, I have enclosed a list of 

districts which received the largest large percentage increases by state for 2002-2003.  These are the 

likely recipients of relatively large increases in Title I funding for the 2003-2004 year.  However, as 

noted in the last TechMIS Special Report, none of the amount of increases will be allocated to these 

districts until, at the earliest, mid-October 2003.  However, because many of these districts are aware 

that they are likely to receive at least some increase in funding next year, will begin to spend would 

have been carry-over money or funds earmarked earlier for potential transportation and supplemental 

service costs which were never incurred in March through June.  Therefore, in many of these 

districts, especially those with relatively large numbers of schools identified for improvement, a 
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moderate to large purchasing cycle is just now beginning.   

 

Some of the specific opportunities that firms ought to explore with district level Title I directors and 

other staff include: 

 

 opportunities for volume discount purchases of their products for use in schools to 

prevent them from “failing” two consecutive years or even three consecutive years, in 

which case they would have to provide supplemental services; 

 

 schools which are likely to receive Title I funding for the first time this coming school 

year, particularly those which have been designated as schoolwide programs; 

 

 existing schoolwide programs because of increased Title I and funds transferred from 

other programs into them can be used in a flexible manner without having to report on 

how the funds were spent; 

 

 high-performing, non-Title I schools located in districts which have been approved as a 

supplemental service provider who may need supplemental materials to serve students 

who are being transferred to them under the parent option (by being an approved service 

provider, Title I funds can follow the child or the school can charge a fee back to the 

Title I program for providing services to these transferred students; and 

 

 schools that have been identified for improvement for two consecutive years which have 

to allocate 15 percent of their budget off the top from the Title I reserve for professional 

development. 

 

Contact Charles Blaschke if you offer specific products and services but need assistance in 

positioning them for specific opportunities. 

 


