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TechMIS Subscribers 

 

FROM: Charles Blaschke 

 

SUBJECT: QZAB, Washington Update and State Profile Updates 

 

This TechMIS includes a Special Report on the status of Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZABs) 

which based upon an analysis of recently funded allocations suggests that a large portion of such 

funds are being used, particularly in certain states, to purchase hardware and some software as it 

relates to upgrading a school’s curriculum.  Moreover, in a number of states the entire amount of 

state allocation under QZAB between 1998 and 2000 had not been allocated to district and school 

applicants as of September 2000.  Of the $1.2 billion provided over that time frame to the states, 

slightly more than half of those funds have yet to be allocated to applicants; a state risks the chance 

of losing the first year funding if such allocations are not made by December 31, 2001. 

 

 President Clinton signs a new law to provide $1 billion of stable funding over five 

years to approximately 700 rural counties which could allocate such funds to school 

districts to purchase technology, particularly distance learning programs; 

 

November 30, 2000 

P
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 New Education Commission of the States (ECS) survey provides highlights of state 

level activities in 16 states relating to online education services and suggests 

alternative ways online content providers could work with states; 

 

 IDEA Special Education funding is likely to be the big winner once again in FY 2001 

Federal funding if agreed to but not signed early November agreement is used as 

starting point for final FY 2001 appropriations compromise; 

 

 New NCES projections on enrollment and expenditures suggests which states to 

target based upon enrollment and expenditure increases for K-12; 

 

 New report from North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research questions whether 

state lotteries will continue to be a good funding source for education initiatives and 

technology purchases; 

 

 Student vocational education course taking declines in specific trade areas while 

academic course-taking is increasing suggesting new opportunities, including two 

year college level remediation and technical training; 

 

 Newly created consortia, which will assist Community Technology Centers to reduce 

the “digital divide”, could provide alliance opportunities for technology vendors; 

 

 Serious changes in National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) under 

consideration which could have implications for content providers; 

 

 State Education Agency officials provide hints at November CCSSO annual 

conference on its education agenda for next year; 

 

 E-Rate Update; the Year 4 window opened earlier this month and will close in mid-

January. 

 

 

Also included in this mailing are state updates which address results of elections affecting potential 

funding for technology, such as the passage of state lotteries; state actions regarding special 

education funding; new technology initiatives in such states as Michigan; and highlights from a 

recent Education Commission of the States (ECS) report on state on-line activities.   

 

As always, please direct any questions to me. 

 

P.S.  TURNKEY’s new e-mail system is as follows: 

 

 Charles Blaschke  cblaschke@edturnkey.com 

mailto:cblaschke@edturnkey.com
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 Blair Curry   bcurry@edturnkey.com 

 

 Leta Dufek   ldufek@edturnkey.com 

 

 Our website is located at: http://www.edturnkey.com 

mailto:bcurry@edturnkey.com
mailto:ldufek@edturnkey.com
http://www.edturnkey.com/


  
TechMIS publication provided by       Page  

Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, turnkey@ix.netcom.com 

4 

 

Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZABs):  A Growing Funding 

Source for District Purchases of Infrastructure and Education 

Technology Products and Services 

 
A Technology Monitoring and Information Service (TechMIS) 

SPECIAL REPORT 

 

Prepared by: 

Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

256 North Washington Street 

Falls Church, Virginia 22046-4549 

(703) 536-2310 / (703) 536-3225 FAX 

 

 November 1, 2000 

 

 

Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZABs) is a relatively new financing instrument falling under the 

U.S. Tax Code that schools can use for infrastructure, renovation, new curriculum, including that 

which is technology based, and to a limited extent staff development related to technology use.  

Under QZABs the Federal government covers on average all of the interest on these bonds thus 

enabling schools to save an estimated 50% of the cost of renovation, upgrading hardware, and 

infrastructure.  The interest payment is actually a tax credit that is provided to the financial 

institution that holds the bonds.  A review of projects which have been funded through spring 2000 

strongly suggests that most of the $1.2 billion in QZAB bonding authority which had been 

distributed in approximately 20 states by April, are being used for technology infrastructure and 

curriculum upgrading and, purchases of computers. 

 

Under QZAB the bond holders are provided a tax credit in lieu of a cash interest payment.  The 

school district is then only responsible for paying the principle, not interest, which results in a 50% 

cost saving.  The life of the bonds typically is 10-15 years.  To be eligible for a QZAB a public 

school within a district must be located in an Empowerment Zone or Enterprise Community or “there 

is a reasonable expectation that at least 35% of the school’s students are eligible for the free or 

reduced lunch program”.  The school is also required to develop a partnership with businesses who 

will provide donations worth at least 10% of the value of the bond.  Donations can include not only 

cash but also goods, services, internships, etc. to expand learning opportunities and necessary work 

skills development for students. 

 

The Administration has proposed to increase QZAB bonding authority an additional $2.4 billion over 

the next two years. 
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Below are some examples of the funding flexibility under QZAB and what specific school districts 

have used QZAB funds to purchase technology. 

 

 ShowLow School District, Arizona, used a portion of its $600,000 QZAB to 

purchase new computers and has partnered with J.L. Hammet, a large reseller of 

technology and education software; 

 

 Baldwin Park Unified School District, California, used its $12 million funding to 

create a technology technician certification program and for professional technology 

training for teachers; a major partner is Intel which has donated $1.2 million for 

teacher training development, equipment and related services; 

 

 Clovis/Fresno Unified School Districts, California, jointly applied for $12 million 

under QZAB to provide technology laboratories which will provide instruction in 11 

technological academies (e.g., telecommunications), and received a $1.2 million 

contribution from a partner, Microsoft; 

 

 Miami-Dade County Public Schools received almost $25 million in QZAB bonding 

authority, a large portion of which will be used to upgrade hardware in eight schools 

and technology upgrades in 20 schools, including wiring, computers, and software, 

amounting to almost $11 million; 

 

 Doniphan School District, Missouri, has used its $550,000 QZAB funds to provide 

computers and internet access in every classroom as well as for staff development; its 

private partner is Sheldon Business Machines, a hardware and software vendor; 

 

 Memphis City Public Schools, Tennessee, has used most of its $2.5 million in QZAB 

funds to establish technical courses in five schools and purchase computer-related 

equipment along with technology upgrades; 

 

 Ysleta Independent School District, Texas, received two QZAB bonding authorities 

for a total of $12 million, much of which was used for infrastructure upgrades and to 

purchase laptop computers for all students; 

 

 Seattle Public Schools, Washington, which received $7.8 million in QZAB funds will 

be used to purchase hardware and software as well as to train teachers in the use of 

technology.  Its partners include Microsoft and the Gates Foundation, which has 

contributed equipment and cash, particularly for staff development; 

 

 Milwaukee Public Schools, Wisconsin, received $8.6 million in two QZAB rounds to 

modernize Milwaukee’s Technical High School curriculum and purchase equipment; 
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$20 million was provided by its partner, Jane Bradley Pettit. 

 

 

 

 

The Administration has requested $2.4 billion in QZAB bonding authority for the next two years.  

Between 1998 and 2000 of the $1.2 billion only $554 million has actually been “approved” and 

distributed at the state levels to districts.  As of September 30, 2000, approximately $645 million has 

not been distributed.  In some states such as Ohio, North Carolina, Kentucky, California, Virginia, 

and Washington, all of the 1998-2000 bonding authority allocations have been approved and 

provided to applicants.  In states such as Texas that received $100 million over the three year period, 

$78 million has been approved but $21 million is still in the balance.  In some states with relatively 

large allocations, no bonding authority has been approved with all the three years of funds remaining 

in the balance.  These states and reasons reported to USED include: 

 

 New Jersey, $22 million, some of which is hoped to be used for charter schools; 

policy also needs to be set by State; 

 

 New Mexico, $13 million, still trying to generate interest and other district supply; 

 

 New York, $96 million, which is planning workshops this Fall; 

 

 Michigan, $33 million, is “having difficulty with state regulations”, plans to proceed 

in October, 2000; 

 

 Minnesota, $15 million, no action thus far; 

 

 Georgia, $34 million, is having difficulties in changing state statutes, meeting 

October 4, 2000; 

 

 Colorado, $11 million, which is not working on programs; 

 

 Alabama, $19 million, needs clarification on approaches prior to soliciting 

applications; outreach begins in October 2000; 

 

 Puerto Rico, $70 million, no reasons provided. 

 

Discussions with USED officials indicate that some states are waiting to arrive at a critical mass 

funding before they start accepting allocations.  Several are seeking clarifications in the Federal 

guidelines and more are seeking changes in state statutes or regulations to allow implementation of 

QZABs in their state.  Some are waiting approval of waivers which clearly allow such funds to be 

used for curriculum upgrading, training, and purchase of equipment for instructional purposes.  
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Under the President’s requested proposal of $2.4 million increase in QZABs, funding will double 

during the first year for virtually all states. 

 

The state QZAB allocation for 1998 must be issued/approved by December 31, 2001, or the state 

loses its bonding authority allocation.   

 

 

QZABs bonding authority could be used to purchase hardware, software, new curriculum, 

technology upgrades, and related products and services.  For example, one way to cover the cost of 

10% contribution would be to provide hardware donations in which the firm could receive 100% tax 

credit at suggested retail price for the donation.  The remaining amount of the loan could be used to 

purchase staff development, technical assistance, software, and other directly related costs from the 

vendor or other vendors.  While staff development is an allowable use of funds under QZAB, it does 

not have the “collateral worth” that equipment or even curriculum does.  On the other hand, if the 

QZAB alone is used for other purchases, other local bond issues, funds could be used for staff 

development, software, and other items that have a relatively small collateral value.  (See February 

18, 2000 TechMIS mailing, Washington Update item on Digital Divide).  The best approach is to 

contact the state agency responsible for approving applications under QZAB.  USED has published a 

report on QZAB (April 2000) which includes suggested state contacts and lists Empowerment Zones 

and Enterprise Communities.  For other information about QZABs go to 

www.edgov/inits/instruction/QZAB.html. 

 

 

 

http://www.edgov/inits/instruction/QZAB.html
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Washington Update8
 Vol. 5, No. 9, November 30, 2000 

 

 

New “Impact Aid” Funding for Technology Purchases in Rural Counties 
 

Without much fanfare, President Clinton signed a new law which will have the effect of providing 

stable new funding of over $1 billion -- over five years beginning October 1, 2001 -- to schools in 

rural counties which have been receiving declining fees from logging and timbering in nearby 

National Forests.  

 

Over the last century, 25% or more of revenues from logging on National Forests have been 

earmarked for rural counties and specifically for school services, road construction, and maintenance. 

 Over the last several years, however, such revenues have dwindled by as much as 40% - 50% in 

certain locations.  Approximately 25% of all students attend public schools in rural areas.  Because 

of the loss of timber revenue, the quality and amount of instruction provided to students in these 

areas has been affected. 

 

Not only have districts benefited from National Forest timber sales, but some states have also 

earmarked a large portion of such funds for technology purchases.  During the late 1990s, the only 

source of state funding earmarked specifically for technology in Montana were timber sales fees 

which amounted to between $10 and $20 million; however, after a couple of years, the funding was 

eliminated. 

 

One of the purposes of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 is 

to “stabilize payments to counties to provide funding for schools and roads that supplements other 

available funds.”  According to lobbyists who were involved in the quiet passage of this act, rural 

districts which receive funding have much flexibility in deciding how to use such funds -- similar to 
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the flexibility allowed under the Qualified Zone Academy Bonds program.  A substantial portion of 

such funds are likely to be used for connectivity, hardware purchases, and online distance learning 

services, such as advanced placement, foreign language instruction, etc.   

 

Most of the sponsors of the Bill who spearheaded the effort were Senators and Congressmen from 

Oregon, Idaho, Florida, and California.  Over 700 rural counties currently receiving timbering fees 

would be the recipients of this funding at $200 million annually for five years.  States and districts 

which benefited most in the past will continue to receive proportionately more of the funds than 

other states and districts.  The additional funding for this effort will likely be administered by the 

Bureau of Land Management within the U.S. Department of the Interior or the Forest Service within 

the Department of Agriculture.  The specific amounts to be allocated to each of these states and/or 

counties should be available in the near future.  In the meantime the school districts to contact are 

those in rural counties which currently receive fees from National Forest timbering and logging 

activities.  For a list of counties by state and the amounts of revenue over the last two years go to 

www.forestco.tcde.tehama.k12.ca.us/financial.html. 

 

 

New Education Commission of the States (ECS) Survey Highlights State 

Activities Related to Online Education Services 
 

A recent survey by the Education Commission of the States highlights activities in 16 responding 

states related to online initiatives which could be used primarily by teachers.  Conducted last 

summer, the survey also included responses from 25 vendors.   

 

Some of the major findings are highlighted below: 

 more than 60% of vendors who offer content also provide correlations to state 

curriculum standards and most correlate their website’s content to the ISTE 

technology standards for educators or state technology standards. 

 

http://www.forestco.tcde.tehama.k12.ca.us/financial.html
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 the primary audience of vendors and state agencies is teachers; there are a few 

sources focusing on student instruction while SEA online services also target citizens 

and other state agencies;  over 80% of private sector sites offer services for students; 

 

 the majority of private sector vendors offer curriculum-embedded assessments and 

web based instruction while a few provide general assessments; 

 

 most of the professional development focuses on technology integration for teachers; 

the content focus is English/language arts, mathematics, science and social studies; 

 

 almost 60% of all respondents reported that the major implementation barrier for 

web-based and online courses used by educators was lack of trained personnel; about 

50% said system capacity,  computer access, and Internet access were major barriers; 

several also indicated that uncertainty regarding the Children’s Online Privacy 

Protection Act requirements was also a concern; 

 

 almost half of the respondents indicated that the most prevalent pricing model is a 

per-pupil based subscription for a district or school license. 

 

For a copy of the survey entitled “Smart Desktops for Teachers” go to www.ecs.org or call 303-299-

3600 and ask for publications. 

 

 

IDEA Special Education Likely to be Big Winner in FY 2001 Funding 

 

If the Education appropriation agreement between the White House and Congressional Committees 

becomes a reality or even the basis of further negotiations on the not-yet-passed FY 2001 

appropriation, the biggest winner will be IDEA/Special Education.  According to the agreement, 

Special Education/IDEA state grants would increase from $5.7 million in FY 2000 to $7.3 billion.  In 

addition, up to 25% of the $1.3 billion in proposed school renovation funding could be directed to 

special education programs or school technology programs which could take the actual total amount 

to over $7.5 billion.  Over the last five years per-pupil IDEA allocations would have increased from 

$450 to well over $1000 and, while Federal IDEA funds represent only 10% of the $60 billion spent 

nationwide from all sources on special education services, IDEA is the funding source for well over 

50% of all technology and supplemental instructional products.  Moreover, not only are state 

http://www.ecs.org/
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appropriations for special education in many states increasing due to the implementation of the 1999 

IDEA regulations, some states such as Mississippi and Connecticut (see enclosed state profiles), are 

encouraging more districts to apply for refunds under the Child Health Insurance Program (CHIP) for 

reimbursements for related services.  This source of reimbursement for related services frees up even 

more IDEA funds to be used for direct instructional services and hence purchases of technology 

products and services.  CHIP annual funding includes state matches and represents about $10 million 

annually.  In Maryland, the per-pupil CHIP reimbursement is equal to the IDEA per-pupil allocation 

of $830. 

 

Another big winner would be 21
st
 Century Community Learning Centers the budget for which would 

increase from $453 million to slightly over $1 billion, which would allow 1200-1400 new 

afterschool programs to be funded.  In addition, approximately 100 projects that were rated “high” 

during the last funding round but were not funded due to lack of funds, will automatically be funded 

within a month or so after the final appropriations level is passed and signed by the President.  

 

The agreed upon but not passed appropriation bill calls for an increase from approximately $765 

million to slightly over $900 million for education technology.  This would include a combination of 

existing technology related staff development programs, Star Schools, and Title III/Technology 

Literacy Challenge Grants and Technology Innovation Challenge Grants.  Much of the increase 

would occur under Title III/Technology Innovation Challenge Grants.  Such funds are earmarked for 

pet “pork” projects to such an extent that no new competition will likely occur. 

 

The Class Size Reduction Initiative would be increased from $1.3 million this year to $1.7 billion; 

25% can be used for improving teacher skills and in schools that have more than 10% unqualified 

teachers, all class size reduction funding would be used for staff development.  Currently up to 25% 

of such funds can be used for staff development rather than hiring new teachers with the exception of 

schoolwide programs which have greater flexibility to use more than their 25% on staff development 

related activities.   
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The likelihood that the “agreement” will be the basis of final negotiations is higher if Gore becomes 

President-Elect.  If Governor Bush is determined to be the President-Elect, then an attempt will 

likely be made by the conservative Republican leadership to reduce funding levels for certain 

programs such as class size reduction.  It may also attempt to block grant or otherwise consolidate 

several categorical programs, including various technology-related funded programs, such as Title 

III, and several professional development efforts.  In 1981 such an effort was successful during the 

appropriations process in which over 30 separate categorical programs were included in a block grant 

which is now Title VI/Innovative Program Strategies.  Funding for this effort has dropped from well 

over $500 million a decade ago to slightly less than $400 million today.  As long as Presidential 

election uncertainties exist, it is not likely that the final FY 2000 budget will be passed, thereby 

creating even more uncertainty at the district and school levels. 

 

 

National Center for Education Statistics Releases Projections on Enrollment 

and Expenditures 

 

NCES has released Projections of Education Statistics to 2010, which includes data on K-12 

enrollments and expenditures which could have implications for certain TechMIS subscribers.  

Enrollment will continue to grow in grades 9-12 through 2006 and between 2000 and 2010 

secondary school enrollment is projected to exceed enrollments in the late 1990s.  While K-8 

enrollment increased from 34 million to 38 million between 1990 and 2010, for an increase of 12%, 

enrollment is projected to increase slightly in 2001 and then decrease slowly to 2008 and begin 

increasing once again in 2010.  Enrollment in private schools is projected to remain around six 

million students over the next decade.  Enrollment decreases are anticipated in all of the Northeast 

states with greatest decreases in Connecticut (6%), Maine (7%), and Rhode Island (6%).  Ten of the 

twelve states in the Midwest will experience decreases in enrollment with the greatest being in North 

Dakota (7%), Ohio (6%), and Michigan (6%).  Enrollment increases are projected for seven of the 17 

Southern states over the next decade with the largest increases in Georgia (7%), Texas (6%).  

Decreases in enrollment are projected for Louisiana (6%), Oklahoma (6%), and West Virginia (8%). 
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 All of the thirteen states in the West will show increases in public school enrollment with the 

greatest increases in Idaho (6%), Nevada (15%), and New Mexico (4%). 

 

Current expenditures are projected to increase by 38% in constant dollars between 1997-98 and 

2009-10.  Annual teachers salaries are projected to increase 8% (in constant dollars) during this 

period.  Current expenditures increased from $197 billion in 1984-85 to $290 billion in 1997-98 

using constant dollars, for an increase of 48%.  Expenditures are estimated to increase to $336 billion 

by 2000-01.  Between 1984 and 1997 current per-pupil expenditures rose 25% to $6,777.  Increases 

in state appropriations for education have been one of the major factors contributing to increased 

expenditures on a per-pupil basis.  In turn, increases in state appropriations can be attributed to court 

cases regarding inequitable state financial aid-to-education formulas (e.g., New Jersey); to two other 

recent court cases requiring states to reimburse districts for “unfunded” mandates (e.g., Michigan and 

California); and to increased state surpluses stemming from higher tax revenues during the recent 

economic boom.  Another factor has been increases in Federal funding from 7% to 9% of total K-12 

expenditures, which require Federal funds be used to supplement and not supplant state funds and 

require states to “maintain efforts”.  The most likely threat to increased K-12 expenditures would be: 

 (a) a serious slowdown in economic growth and hence reduction of state surpluses and hence lower 

appropriations for education in general; and (b) block grant consolidation of major Federal programs 

such that states would reappropriate Federal funds thereby substituting these funds for state 

appropriations which would likely be reduced.   

 

For more information on enrollment and expenditure projections as well as information on graduates 

earned degrees deferred and higher education expenditures go to 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2000/projections. 

 

 

State Lotteries As a Good Funding Source for Education and Technology 

Questioned in New Report 

 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2000/projections
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A new report by the North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research presents some trend 

information which suggests that state lotteries in the future may not be a good funding source for 

education in general, and specifically for education technology, as it has been in certain states.  

Anticipating a ballot initiative during the next election year in North Carolina, the Center for Public 

Policy Research analyzed the experience of state lottery revenues as a funding source in 31 states 

which direct all or part of their lottery revenues to education.  In the November elections, state 

lotteries earmarking funds for education were passed in South Carolina, Virginia, Arkansas, and 

Washington.  The most recent data indicates that state lottery revenue as a percent of total state 

budgets have declined since 1989 from 3.7% to 1.9%, suggesting that “after decades of remarkable 

growth, lottery sales are slipping nationwide”.   

 

The report also cites a study which found the use of lottery funds in California, Florida, Michigan 

and Illinois, actually “supplanted” or were substitutions for state appropriations.  A 1998 study found 

that in Florida approximately 40¢ for every dollar of state revenue was directed to education priority 

to the lottery and after the lottery, it dropped to 35¢.  The substitution or supplanting effect in those 

states which earmark significant portions of revenue for education would be similar to the 

“supplanting” effect of so-called consolidated Federal block grant proposals.  Legislators in 

approximately 30 states would “reappropriate” the Federal funds calling it an increase in state’s 

technology earmark, while reducing state funds appropriated for such purposes. 

 

While the percentages of lottery revenues compared to total state budgets vary considerably, the 

amount of lottery funds earmarked for education specifically are significant as the Fiscal Year 1999 

allocations below indicate. 

 

 

 California - $899 million  • Missouri - $158 million 

 Florida - $805 million   • New Jersey - $654 million 

 Georgia - $648 million  • New York - $413 million 



  
TechMIS publication provided by       Page  

Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, turnkey@ix.netcom.com 

15 

 Illinois - $525 million   • Ohio - $200 million 

 Kentucky - $144 million  • Texas - $847 million 

 Michigan - $515 million  • Virginia - $316 million 

 

The states which earmarked lottery funds specifically for technology include Virginia ($60 million), 

and Georgia ($30-$40 million).  While not earmarked specifically for technology, lottery funds 

provided to school districts are used for technology purchases in most districts located in lottery 

states. 

 

In addition, “gaming” funds generated on tribal reservations are often used to support education and 

particularly technology purchases.  Such gaming activities have to be considered as competitive to 

state lotteries, particularly in states such as Connecticut, Minnesota, Mississippi, and Louisiana. 

 

The report did find, however, that in states with state lotteries that are dedicated to very specific 

purposes where citizens can clearly see the benefits (such as the HOPE scholarship program in 

Georgia), then lottery funds for education are likely to increase.  On the other hand, while Virginia 

lottery funds have generally been earmarked for technology and related activities, three years ago the 

legislature failed to earmark lottery funds for technology, which reduced state technology funding 

that year by about $50 million. 

 

For a copy of the report which costs $20.00, contact the Center for Public Policy Research, (919)832-

2839. 

 

 

High School Course Taking in Vocational Education Areas Decreases While 

Academic College Preparation Courses Increase Significantly 
 

During the last decade the percent of students who completed a concentration in vocational courses 

declined from 33% to 25%.  Over the same time, students completing a college preparatory 
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curriculum increased from 8.7% to almost 39% and the percentage having a general education course 

of studies declined from 58% to 42%.  Averages however, are somewhat misleading in that two of 

the largest vocational areas – trade/industry and business -- suffered major declines (14.8% to 9.8% 

and 11.6% to 4.8% respectively).  On the other hand, the percentages of students concentrating in 

healthcare, technology and communications, food service and hospitality, child care, and education 

increased over the same time frame.  The report attributes such changes over the last several years to 

increased or decreased job opportunities.  Studies of enrolling freshmen in colleges suggest that 

many low-income freshman are more and more relying on community colleges for training in high 

tech and related areas.  Such opportunities are afforded by increases in Federal aid to low-income 

students in the form of Pell grants and Welfare to Work initiatives in the states.  Some college 

education and training courses can be counted as “work” for former welfare recipients or those 

employed in subsidized jobs. 

 

In addition to heavier reliance on two year colleges, more than 300 alternative certificated high tech 

vendors exist.  A recent report found that the number of certificate holders without a BA grew from 

about 10% in 1996 to 38% in 1998.   

 

Studies of vocational education in the mid to late 1990s found that up to 50% percent of students 

enrolled in vocational education also were enrolled in remedial basic skills programs.  While most of 

the attention related to high stakes testing and exit exams at the high school level have focused on 

special education students, in some states such as Maryland and New York, alternatives to high 

stakes testing and exit exams are being created for vocational education students. 

 

As suggested in several Washington Update items in the May 18, 2000 TechMIS mailing, increased 

sales opportunities for a number of products appear to be growing at the community college level.  

Products in high demand include basic skills, remedial, critical thinking, information processing, life 

and work skills for high tech training.  For a copy of Changes in High School Vocational Course 

Taking, go to http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2001/2001026.   

 



  
TechMIS publication provided by       Page  

Education TURNKEY Electronic Distribution 
256 North Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 

703/536-2310, fax 703/536-3225, turnkey@ix.netcom.com 

17 

 

Serious Changes in National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) Under 

Consideration  
 

In a recent article in Education Week (see TechMIS Washington Update, September 2000), Mark 

Musick, Head of the National Assessment Governing Board, proposed public disclosure of national 

standardized tests.  The October 11 issue of Education Week reports on several changes under 

serious consideration which could have direct implications for not only states but also education 

software publishers and vendors.   

 

One important change would be to provide feedback to individual schools on how students 

performed on NAEP exams.  Currently results are only provided at the state and national levels.  

This change is designed to provide an incentive for more schools, and therefore states, to participate 

in NAEP testing.  Earlier this year, eight states backed out of the next round of NAEP testing 

because not enough schools were willing to participate because of the increased number of state high 

stakes tests; schools take very seriously these tests, not the NAEP, which consumes as much as three 

or four days of time for local administration and for which there are no rewards or sanctions.  Other 

proposed changes include: 

 

 to describe in greater detail the nature and purpose of NAEP tests to school officials; 

 

 hiring firms and contractors to administer the tests covering their costs with Federal 

funds, thus removing a costly state and local burden; 

 assessing all students in schools rather than samples; and 

 

 providing “tool kits” which will help teachers to link NAEP test questions to state 

subject matter standards and develop instructional materials and lessons that are 

aligned with these test questions. 

 

To make most of the above changes, Congressional approval will be required and the Federal cost 

will increase significantly. 
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Several implications are associated with these recommendations.  If tool kits are provided to link 

NAEP questions to state assessments and then to instructional activities and lessons, states could 

reduce their reliance on costly norm-referenced tests and rely on NAEP scores.  On the other hand, as 

analysts of NAEP scores such as Harold Wengliensky have stated, the current NAEP tests are not 

designed to assess the effects of computer use in the instructional process.  One of the proposals 

recommended in another TechMIS item by Dr. Hank Becker would provide “reasonable 

accommodation” to allow computer-using students to use computers in taking the assessments where 

appropriate (e.g., writing essays).   

 

The NAEP governing board will consider the report at its next meeting, after which time specific 

recommendations will be funneled to subcommittees for deliberation.  The reauthorization of NAEP 

by Congress is scheduled to occur next year. 

 

During the first Presidential debate, Presidential candidate Bush chided Vice President Gore when 

Gore announced his support for voluntary testing at the fourth and eighth grade level; Bush would 

mandate testing of all children in grades 3-8 in all Title I programs.  Continued Federal Title I 

funding to individual schools would be based on student achievement gains using the NAEP under a 

Bush administration. 

 

 

SEA Officials Provide Hints on Education Agenda Next Year 

 

With the Presidential election results in limbo, the Council of Chief State School Officers held its 

annual legislative conference in Alabama during mid-November at which time draft documents and 

discussions suggested several priorities for CCSSO’s education agenda next year with a new 

President and an almost balanced Congress.   

 

Perhaps one of the highest priorities would be full funding of IDEA such that the Federal funding 
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commitment is at least 40% of the average annual per-pupil expenditure as originally mandated when 

PL 94-142 (now IDEA) was passed in 1975.  Currently the Federal commitment is only 10% of the 

total cost estimated to be around $60 billion.  This would require an increase in IDEA funding by 

approximately $12 billion.  In the most recently agreed upon FY 2001 budget, IDEA funding would 

increase from $6 billion to approximately $7.7 billion next year.  (See related item.) 

 

Another priority would be the expansion of the 21
st
 Century Community Learning Centers after-

school program.  Funding for this program would increase by at least $600 million.  The program has 

been criticized by conservative think-tanks as being unnecessary, while other groups have argued 

that the need is great because as many as one-fifth of students enrolled in middle schools are 

“latchkey children” going home to empty households.  The Bush administration has stated that it 

would allow community-based organizations and faith groups to compete for such funds.  The major 

change proposed by SEA officials is that the programs would be distributed to states and then to 

districts on a formula basis rather than through a national competition as is now the case. 

 

The Welfare Reform Act passed in 1996 will have to be reauthorized next year.  SEA officials will 

press hard to allow such funds to be used for education purposes which would count as “work units” 

under welfare reform.  As welfare roles have been reduced significantly, it can be argued that the 

remaining recipients need more education and reduction of barriers to employment (often those with 

disabilities or limited English proficiency).  Education could be a critical component in moving these 

individuals from welfare to work. 

 

Similar to IDEA, another but probably lesser priority, would be to fully fund Title I to serve all 

eligible students by providing an additional $15 billion in nondiscretionary funding phased over five 

years.  Moreover, in order for SEAs to assist schools which have been targeted for improvement or 

are otherwise low-performing, 2-5% of state allocations would be set aside for state technical 

assistance efforts.   

 

Other specific initiatives and expanded funding includes: 
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 doubling or tripling Federal assistance to provide or expand programs for English-

deficient students; 

 

 expanded early childhood education over five years with increased funding of $800 

million per year for Head Start, Even Start and related programs (referred to as 

universal access); 

 

 increased funding under Technology Literacy and Challenge Grants for training and 

equipment by raising the current $425 million funding level by annual increases of 

$600 million over five years; and 

 

 increasing the cap on E-rate discounts from the current $2.25 level to $4.5 billion. 

 

In general, the CCSSO would support continuation of current and proposed initiatives under the 

Clinton/Gore administration, but also continue to oppose most block grant consolidation proposals 

made by Congress, especially those which would not include “targeting” or “accountability” 

provisions and otherwise would result in general aid. 

 

 

Newly Created Consortium to Help Community Technology Centers Could 

Provide Alliance Opportunities for Technology Vendors 

 
The new America Connects Consortium, created with a $2 million one-year contract from USED, is 

designed to help Community Technology Centers supported with Federal and other funds to reduce 

the “digital divide”; opportunities could exist for certain publishers and vendors of technology 

products and services used in Community Technology Centers (see Washington Update, September 

2000).   

 

CTCs can provide: basic and advanced computer skills training, online access to job data bases, age-

appropriate software for participants in Head Start and Family Literacy programs, academic 

enrichment and after school activities, and GED prep and adult basic education, particularly for 

limited-English-proficient and disabled youth and adults.   
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The America Connects Consortium will provide various types of technical assistance to help new 

and existing CTCs including: 

 training in the use of appropriate technology for K-12 students, pre-school students, 

adults, and university students, especially through coursework available on the 

Internet; 

 ensure such services, including the Internet, are accessible to users with disabilities 

and provide assistive technology to help meet special needs; 

 Gather and disseminate information on best practices and what works best under 

what conditions with what populations; 

 assist in obtaining financial and in-kind donations for equipment, hardware, and 

software services. 

 

As noted in a related item, the Administration has requested an increase from $32 million today to 

$100 million for CTCs for FY 2000, which would establish 1000 centers in low-income and rural 

neighborhoods.  In addition, there were several hundred other CTCs that had been funded through a 

variety of sources that provide similar services as described in the 1998 survey conducted by 

Education Development Center (Newton, Mass.), which is one of several partners in this consortia 

(see September Washington Update).  Other important members of the American Connects 

Consortium include: 

 

 National Alliance of Business, Education Office, headed by Milt Goldberg, who, 

over a decade ago, authored one of the earliest reports on the advantages of extended 

learning; 

 

 Alliance for Technology Access (San Rafael, California), which initially was strongly 

supported by Apple Computer, but now receives funding from a variety of sources 

and has centers in all 50 states; 

 

 Information Technology Association of America (Arlington, Virginia), which 

recently published standards for integrating technology across academic content areas 

as well as trade and job training programs. 
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TechMIS subscribers who are interested in exploring such possibilities should feel free to contact me 

directly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Study Finds Title I Funds Key to Use of Technology in Middle and High Schools 

Which Receive Title I Funding 

 
A series of case studies in 18 secondary schools confirms that Title I funding is used extensively to 

purchase technology and instructional materials designed to meet secondary school students’ needs 

that would not have otherwise been available.  Data collected during the summer of 1998 in these 18 

schools corroborates data collected in 1997 by USED which found that 14% of Title I budgets were 

used for technology purchases in secondary schools compared to 2% in elementary schools as 

reported in a September 2000 TechMIS Special Report.   

 

The report found that, in addition to using Title I funds for purchasing technology solutions, “schools 

use Title I to provide low-achieving students with extra instruction beyond the school day through 

the use of in-class assistance, before and after school tutoring, summer programs, and computer labs 

to help students meet class assignments”.  As the earlier USED/SERFF study using 1997 data found, 

another major funding source for after school programming and tutoring is compensatory education 

funds in those states which have such programs (see also TechMIS Special Report, September 2000).  

 

Another important factor contributing to student success in these 18 Title I high schools were 

sustained opportunities for teachers to collaborate with their peers and explore different solutions to 

problems they experience in the classroom.  The most successful professional development tended to 

focus on a very limited number of objectives in addressing particular needs identified by school staff. 

 State, and to a lesser extent, local accountability and assessment policies also resulted in instruction 
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that was geared to “content on state assessments”. 

 

There is one additional important finding which explains the difficulties many TechMIS subscribers 

have had in using a top-down approach in selling technology solutions to Title I high schools --- 

namely “school principals and their designees, not district Title I directors, made the most decisions 

about the use of Title I funds.  Unlike elementary schools, many of the 18 schools have school-based 

Title I coordinators who were responsible for the operation of Title I in the school, including 

monitoring the allocation of funds, supervising Title I teachers, and evaluating program quality”. 

 

For a copy of the report go to http://www.mdrc.org/Reports2000/TitleI. 

 

On the 25
th

 anniversary of Education and Handicap Act of 1975 (now IDEA), USED has compiled 

summaries of special education publications, national projects and centers, guides on “individualized 

education programs”, and related information and technology centers (e.g., CPB/WGBH National 

Center for Accessible Media) at http://www.wgbh.org/wgbh/pages/ncam. 

 

 

E-Rate Update:  Year 4 Window Opened While Year 3 Internal Connections to 

be Funded at the 81% Poverty Level or Higher 

 

For the first time E-Rate discounts are on schedule with Year 4 windows opening in early November 

and closing on January 18, 2001; and over $2 billion of the $2.5 billion of Letters of Commitment 

for Year 3 had been made by November 15.  The “letters of commitment” for internal connections 

will go down to 81% which means that applicants with lower than 81% poverty are not going to have 

E-Rate discount requests for internal connections approved.  Implications for these activities and 

events are noted below.   

 

With only about $800 million of the $2.25 billion available for internal connections (vs. priority one 

Internet and telecommunication services receiving the remainder), firms selling hard disk and other 

http://www.mdrc.org/Reports2000/TitleI
http://www.wghb.org/whbh/pages/ncam
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equipment that are eligible under the internal connections “bucket” will not be receiving 

proportionately as large sales as they likely made last year.  On the other hand, there will be extreme 

pressures on many of the applicants who received discounts on all requested telecommunication and 

Internet services to use the BEAR process to request checks for “refunds” and then use some of these 

“refunds” for internal connections in schools which had relatively low poverty levels and hence were 

not approved.  This could mean that a lesser amount of funds would be available over the next 12-14 

months for non-eligible items such as software, staff development, and computers to be purchased 

for use by teachers and students.   

 

In the past because the Year 1 and Year 2 commitment letters went out extremely late, many districts 

accumulated retroactive costs and subsequently use the BEAR process to request checks for the 

refund amount from service providers.  For Year 3 on one hand the amount of such funds will 

typically be less; on the other hand, many districts have finally realized the benefits of using the 

BEAR form and the new provisions for Year 3 require that if a district uses the BEAR process for 

the first month, then it must continue using the BEAR process for the remaining other months.  

While it is not clear how much of the refunds will be requested through the BEAR process, 

conservative estimates for Year 3 are between $1.1 and $1.5 billion.  During the biweekly service 

provider conference call, SLD officials have not been able to determine thus far how prevalent the 

use of the BEAR process thus far has been. 

 

In mid-October the SLD conducted a one-day training session for service providers.  Following the 

conference, two sets of questions were collected with responses thus far published only for the first 

group of questions.  Those service providers which have questions regarding SPIN changes, use of 

new Form 470, conditions under which the BEAR process can be used, and other changes, should 

review the 47 questions that were raised and the formal SLD responses which were posted on the 

website prior to November 15.  Any subsequent questions and/or request for training materials 

should be submitted to EllenWolfhagen@serviceprovider @universalservice.org. 

 

SLD officials have emphasized that the updated eligible services list posted on October 12 reflects 

mailto:EllenWolfhagen@serviceprovider@universalservice.org
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results of the approval process during Year 1 and Year 2.  Because of advances in technology, 

vendors are encouraged to contact the SLD at the above address if they have questions about whether 

one or more of their products and/or services may now be eligible as a result of technology advances 

and/or potential price reductions.  A good contact is Louis J. Tiboldo at 973/884-8016.  Earlier this 

month the FCC provided extensions as it has done for the last two years for those Year 2 applicants 

which were “outside the window” for which notifications are about to be sent indicating E-Rate 

approvals and for those Year 2 appeals which were found to be meritorious.  These extensions relate 

for the most part only to nonreoccuring cost items associated with internal connections.  The total 

amount of funding for outside the window applications for Year 2 was about $370 million, plus an 

additional couple of hundred million dollars for appeals.  Fortunately most of this funding will be 

requested by districts which have already completed the work in most cases through the BEAR 

process over the next 12 months.   
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Alabama Update – November 2000 

 

The Alabama Online High School, funded at $10 million, is being pilot-tested in five rural counties 

and will be available to high school students throughout the State.  In a joint effort among the SEA, 

the Governor’s office, and the University of Alabama’s Programs for World Services and Research, 

29 required courses are offered, along with electives such as GED prep and remediation.  All courses 

have to be accredited by the SEA and taught by certified teachers.   

 

Over a year ago, the Citizen’s Commission on Civil Rights published a report criticizing the State 

and several districts for misusing Title I funds for major construction projects and other non-

allowable uses of Title I funds.  In some of the “Black Belt” districts, misuses included using Title I 

funds to hire core subject area teachers as well as pay for part of an assistant principal’s salary.  

Under pressure from the CCCR, USED recently indicated that it would look into the allegations.   
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Arizona Update – November 2000 

 

Supported financially by a foundation and Washington Mutual Bank, Great Schools Inc. has a 

website which provides information on public schools, charter schools, and private schools in 

Arizona.  One of the purposes of the website is to assist parents in selecting which schools they 

would like to have serve their students within school district attendance areas.   

 

During a recent state assessment, 600 Arizona special education students who took third, fifth and 

eighth grade state assessments last spring; none passed the writing and math portions and only about 

10% passed the reading section.  State officials are concerned that most of these students who are 

required to take high stakes exams to graduate will not graduate with a regular degree; parents could 

demand that these students continue to be served by public schools for an additional cost over three 

years as high as $30,000-$40,000.  The State is requesting that these students be exempt from the 

requirement to pass the higher level assessments in order to graduate.  However, they still would 

have to take the test to determine their weaknesses and to identify appropriate intervention 

instruction.  The State Board will have to decide next month on this recommendation which could 

violate IDEA provisions. 

 

In November voters defeated Proposition 203 which would eliminate bilingual education for LEP 

students; they would be placed in year-long English emersion programs.  Waivers would be provided 

at parents’ requests for their children age ten or higher and for special education students.  The 

Proposition was strongly opposed by numerous Native Americans.  The majority of LEP Indian 

children are in ESL programs.  However, as with many tribes in other states the native Americans, 

particularly the Navajo nation, feel that passage of Proposition 203 would have thwarted efforts to 

resurrect the Navajo language.  Almost 70,000 LEP Native American students attend public schools 

and BIA schools in the State. 
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IMPAC Learning Systems continues to write district-wide technology and infrastucture plans; 

IMPAC has also installed computer infrastructure networking systems and fiberoptic cables and has 

provided maintenance and follow-up support to over 80 LEAs.  Equity-enhanced infrastructure 

components have been a major consideration in Arkansas over the last several years. 

 

The Arkansas School District Technology Planning Guide will be on the State website by December 

15.  Software licenses negotiated by IMPAC with MECC and Education Resources reflect slightly 

reduced pricing.  The IMPAC Preview Center in North Little Rock has over 300 titles.   

 

IMPAC Learning Systems was created in 1983 as a nonprofit entity to bypass State education 

technology procurement policies; it is in a transition and is actively seeking a for-profit partner to 

take over a number of IMPAC services currently provided as a not-for-profit.  IMPAC currently has 

adequate funding to meet all of its current commitments related to E-rate planning and infrastructure 

building.  With a transitional private sector partner, IMPAC believes it can expand services 

throughout the Delta and possibly beyond public and private schools.  For additional information, 

contact Cecil McDermott the founder and Director of IMPAC Learning for 17 years (who recently 

retired but is continuing as a consultant), at 501/978-1870. 

 

 

Arkansas Update - November 2000 
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California Update - November 2000 

 

In late October, Governor Gray Davis announced that the State would be paying $1.5 billion to settle 

a 20-year-old lawsuit in which districts claimed the State should have paid for State-mandated 

activities and services for special education students.  The initial payment will be $520 million this 

current year and part of next year, with the remaining being paid beginning in 2001, in increments of 

$100 million annually for ten years which will be added to the State’s special education 

appropriation.  Currently, California spends approximately $2 billion in State funds to cover the cost 

of special education.  When a similar law suit was settled in Michigan involving over $1 billion, 

most of the Michigan districts used these one time funds for products and services which did not 

have reoccurring costs; a large amount of such funds was used to purchase technology.  This is very 

likely to occur in California under the new ruling.   

 

Over the next few months, slightly more than $575 million will be provided to teachers and schools 

that meet the targeted improvement levels of student achievement as measured by the SAT 9, which 

is included in School Progress Reports rated by the California Academic Performance Index.  One 

pot of funding, pegged at $227 million, provides rewards to an entire school based on enrollment, 

which will be between $70-$150 per student; it is to be used for school improvement.  These schools 

had to increase 5% above last year’s baseline rating on a scale of 200 to 1000.  Another pot of about 

$350 million would be distributed -- half to teachers in schools at about $750 and half to schools -- 

to be used for school improvement.  Another pot with the remaining amount will provide $25,000 to 

approximately 1,000 teachers in schools with a 500 rating or less.  Other groups of 3,700 and 7,500 

teachers could each receive $10,000 and $5,000, respectively, for making the second and third 

greatest gains.  The amounts to be allocated in California are much more structured than in Florida, 

where the state is not able to meet the level of bonuses for all teachers who earned them. 

 

As reported in Education Week (October 18), only two of six K-8 math programs that were 

identified as “exemplary” or “promising” by a USED Committee, have been submitted to textbook 

adoption committees who will decide whether or not State funds will be allowed to purchase them. 

The two programs which have been submitted for consideration by panels are Everyday Mathematics 

 



 

82000, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

and Carnegie Learning Cognitive Tutor.  Publishers which have withdrawn their submissions include 

CTM Education Program, Encyclopedia Brittanica, Glencoe/McGraw Hill, and Prentiss Hall.  

Reflecting the major reasons for publishers withdrawals, the publisher of CTM Education Program 

was quoted in the article as saying “the deck is stacked against any math program that isn’t in a 

traditional format”.  The State’s curriculum framework does favor a traditional approach that 

reinforces basic skills and includes phonics. 

 

The Community Technology Foundation of California, created in 1998, is responsible for 

distributing any revenues and fees as a result of the Pacific Telesis and SEC Communications merger 

agreement to ensure standard telecommunication services for underserved communities.  Funding 

can be used to integrate technology initiatives and for economic development.  Approximately $5 

million in grants will be provided each year for the next ten years.  For more information go to 

http://zerodivide.org/. 

 

California voters rejected Proposition 38 which would have provided State funds for vouchers of at 

least $4,000 to cover tuition costs at private schools which are eligible to enroll former public school 

students.  After a four-year phase-in, students state-wide would have to be eligible to participate.  

The Proposition was overwhelmingly defeated and was opposed by organized teacher groups.  

Advocates of public school choice predicted the outcome and have proposed Scholarship 

Achievement Grants (SAG) which would provide funds to parents who send their children to private 

schools, if and only if, their students enrolled in these schools did as well on assessments as did 

neighboring students enrolled in public schools at the same grade level.  (See September Washington 

Update.) 

 

Voters did pass Proposition 39 which would reduce from 67% to 55% a voting majority needed to 

pass local bonds for school construction.   

 

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will be providing almost $40 million in grants to help 

establish small schools in California.  Almost $16 million will go to the Bay Area Coalition for 

Essential Schools, almost $5 million to the New Technology Foundation, and $6 million to the 

High Tech Hyde Foundation.  Three million will be provided to ASPIRE and $7 million to the 

http://zerodivide.org/
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National Council of LaRaza to build 15 charter schools.  The small schools are designed to 

provide individual attention, better teacher training, and more effective use of technology. 

 

The State Department of Education and San Francisco Public Schools have agreed to a settlement 

regarding assessments of limited-English-proficient students.  Until settlement, the school district 

had exempted all LEP students from the SAT 9 test administration which resulted in $640,000 in 

State funding being withheld because the district violated Statewide testing policy.  One of the 

conditions in the agreement is that the State has agreed to use student progress on the new State 

English proficiency test if students fail minimum State requirements for improvement on the SAT 9. 

 The agreement also allows districts more freedom to request waivers.  Under the State’s 

accountability system, schools receive up to $150 for each student who meets minimal benchmarks 

on the SAT 9.  However, if the school population taking the SAT 9 is not similar to the overall 

enrollment (which would be the case if large numbers of parents of LEP students requested waivers), 

then the school no longer qualifies for incentives.   
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Colorado Update - November 2000 
 

The Colorado Basic Literacy Act of 1996 requires that schools develop an individual literacy plan for 

students who are not proficient or at grade level on the State’s third grade reading assessment and on 

other indicators of student achievement.  While the student may be promoted to the fourth grade with 

peers, reading instruction is adapted to their individual levels and also includes a home reading 

component.  It may also require the student to attend summer school or tutoring sessions. 

 

The cost of Internet services for schools, colleges and libraries, is likely to double or triple as the 

existing ISP, Qwest, has already announced its intent to increase prices from the low subsidized rates 

that have been in place over the last year.  The state is negotiating with AT&T and Wireless and 

Cable as new contractors.  In the meantime, Qwest will continue to provide such services at 

increased prices. 

 

Voters did not pass Referendum 7 which would have provided $50 million of surplus revenue 

annually over five years for math and science programs. 

 

The legislature also passed by a small margin a mandate requiring the legislature to increase funding 

over the next ten years by the “rate of inflation” plus 1%. 
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Connecticut Update - November 2000 
 

Earlier this year, the legislature created the Commission for Educational Technology made up of 

education, computer, and business officials, and appropriated $32.5 million which can be used for 

computer wiring, teacher training, and creating a digital library.  A prime mover in the State is the 

Lieutenant Governor whose goal is to have all classrooms wired for Internet access by 2004 and to 

make every student computer proficient by the sixth grade.  The anticipated costs to meet these 

objectives is slightly over $100 million.   

 

Senate Democratic leadership in the legislature is criticizing school districts in the State for not 

taking advantage of over $3 million in Child Health Insurance Program (CHIP) reimbursements 

which they could have requested for providing related services to special education students.  Not 

only does the CHIP reimbursement free up IDEA funds, but it also frees up State funding in many 

cases.   

 

The State Board of Education recently issued a document titled “Measuring Success” which argues 

that State assessment scores are not the only indicators of a school’s performance and that such 

assessment data should be used to design instructional interventions.  The report argues that focusing 

solely on State assessment scores will have a tendency to narrow the curriculum.  Over time, 

Connecticut students score higher than students from any other state on the fourth and eighth grade 

reading, math and writing portions of the NAEP.  The fourth, sixth and eighth grade State 

assessments were developed and implemented during the mid-1980s.  In the past, the State has 

issued an index by which all districts in the State could be ranked.  However, this index will not be 

provided this year, although it has provided a list of 28 low-performing schools in the State. 
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Delaware Update - November 2000 

 

In 1998, the legislature passed legislation declaring that students in grades 1-8 must pass 50% of 

their coursework, including language arts, to be promoted.  In January, the Governor requested, and 

the legislature appropriated, funds to expand summer school, Saturday school and after school 

instruction to help districts and students address the issues of ending social promotion and raising 

student achievement.  During any retention year, each district would ensure that an at-risk student 

pursues a course of study designed specifically to improve the student’s reading ability to a proficient 

level and in that an “individual improvement plan” be developed for such students.  Activities may 

include mandatory summer school, extra instruction and mentoring programs.   

 

Lieutenant Governor Ruth Ann Minner (D), successful in her gubernatorial race, will replace 

Governor Carper, who defeated Senator Roth for a U.S. Senate seat.  Governor-elect Minner is an 

advocate of placing reading specialists in elementary schools and adding more math teachers in 

middle schools.  She supports expanded K-3 and after-school programs.  During the administrations 

of former Governors Castle and Carper, Delaware has a recent history of providing more per-pupil 

funding for technology than any other state.   

 

State vocational funds for technical and community colleges will increase almost 6% to $56 million. 

In addition, tuition increases ranging from 3% to 7% will occur at colleges. 
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Florida Update – November 2000 

 

The Miami Dade County United Teachers of Dade (an affiliate of the AFT), is proposing to manage 

11 charter schools that will be actually operated by two firms under contract to the teachers union.  

One of the contractors would be Edison Schools which is proposing to operate ten charter schools, 

while the other would be Chancellor Academies, which is run by a former Miami Dade County 

Superintendent. 

 

In early October, a Florida appeals court ruled favorably for the State voucher program, finding that 

it did not violate the State constitution.  This ruling overturns a previous trial judge ruling.  Under the 

State’s Accountability Act, if a school receives a failing grade two years in a row, parents have the 

opportunity to send their children to other schools, including nonpublic schools.  Only two schools in 

Pensacola thus far have received Fs making their students eligible for transfer.  Fifty students 

attended private schools with vouchers worth about $4,000.  Unexpectedly, as reported in the last 

Florida update, the number of schools with failing grades was much lower than expected thereby 

reducing the trigger-effect for more schools falling under the vouchers option.  In a related matter, 

the amount of funding allocated for bonuses to teachers in low-performing schools whose student 

scores increased, were not enough to meet the mandate.  Hence, many teachers are not likely to 

receive bonuses.  The State argues that the plan was to provide bonuses to teachers whose students 

improved the most.  This too is likely to raise some legal questions. 

 

As reported in September issue of e-School News, the Saint Lucie County, School Board, recently 

agreed to a collective bargaining demand from the Classroom Teachers Association which would 

protect teachers from liability for unauthorized use of school computers by their students as long as 

teachers otherwise follow the school board policy in preventing such use.  This came after a teacher 

earlier this year was charged with a felony offense allowing a student to view obscenities on a 

classroom computer, a charge which was subsequently dropped when it was proved that the student 

used the computer without the teacher’s knowledge.  The teacher subsequently resigned.  NEA 

officials are quoted as saying that the Saint Lucie’s collective bargaining agreement is the first of its 

kind. 

 

Charlie Christ is the new Education Commissioner, defeating Democrat George Sheldon.  He is a 

supporter of Governor Jeb Bush. 
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Results of the recent ECS survey of states reported that FTETS provides online lesson planning tools 

that are correlated to the State’s Sunshine Standards.  The “lesson architect” provides opportunities 

for teachers to create lessons and has information on best practices, online expeditions, professional 

development resources, and lesson units.  FIRN not only provides free e-mail and Internet access but 

also a downloadable “curriculum planning tool”.  Under consideration is the creation of a data 

warehousing project that would include peer reviewed lessons, tutorials, grade book, attendance, and 

other administrative tool applications.  For more information go to www.firn.edu. 
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Hawaii Update – November 2000 

 

The Hawaii State Education Agency has purchased a web-based integrated special education system 

for approximately $1.5 million to be used to track and monitor special education students.  It is 

designed to reduce paperwork by 85% for teachers and thereby reduce high turnover rates for special 

education teachers.  Over time, trend information will be used for planning and budgeting for special 

education programs throughout the State.  Parents may also eventually have access to the system.   
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Illinois Update – November 2000 

 

The State Board of Education has approved a plan which would require annual testing of all students 

in grades 3-11.  The plan would also require State intervention in schools in which 2/3 of students 

failed State tests.  Currently, intervention can occur in schools where half the students fail State tests. 

This would cut the number of “failing schools” from approximately 700 to 350.  Proponents argue 

that the plan would require approximately $50 million of State aid to have students take the Illinois 

Standard Achievement Tests which replaced the Illinois Goals Assessment Program last year.  In 

addition, the plan would also require an additional $25 million in aid for low-performing schools. 

The plan has to be approved by the Illinois legislature which recently passed a State law that a 

student could not take more than 25 hours of standardized testing in grades K-12.  The proposed plan 

would increase the allowable number of hours of standardized test taking. 

 

In 1998, the legislature enacted a policy prohibiting social promotion which places full responsibility 

for implementation at the local school district level.  Local decisions to promote or retain students 

shall be based upon student results on the Goals and Assessment Program Test and the Iowa Test of 

Basic Skills, or other criteria established by local Boards.  Students who are retained shall be 

provided remedial instruction of no less than 90 hours, including tutorial sessions, increased or 

concentrated instructional time, and modification to instructional materials.   

 

Guidelines have been developed for the Illinois Virtual High School which is scheduled to go online 

in January.  Almost $400,000 has been set aside for startup.  However, the legislature must pass 

additional appropriations for continuing operations in the future.  Initially, only a limited number of 

courses will be offered and some will charge a fee on a prorated basis for low-income students.   

 

Almost $200 million has been appropriated by the State to supplement Head Start Programs to 

operate all day year-round programs for at-risk children.  Over the last three years, State funding has 

increased by almost 20% each year. 

 

As reported in e-School News (November 2000), a two-and-a-half year study conducted by Westat 



 

82000, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

found that “in schools where technology usage was the highest, student scores on certain subject 

areas tended to be higher.”  Highest scores were in the 11
th

 grade science and 10
th
 grade reading tests. 

Westat recommended more funding for technology purchases in low-wealth schools.   

 

According to the recent ECS survey, the state-operated “on-line marketplace” which allows the 

sharing of lesson plans, instructional techniques, assessment prototypes and teacher material 

recommendations is up and running.  It has also contracted with firms to provide Internet-based 

services, including Classroom Connect, Infonautics, The Lightspan Partnership, NCS, and Education 

Structures.  During the Fall of 2000, the state, with the assistance of the North Central Regional 

Education Lab and the Illinois Business Roundtable, will make available through its website, tools to 

enhance data-driven decisions related to school improvement.  The State is also working with the 

Center for Research and Evaluation Standards in Student Testing (CRESST) to develop a portfolio-

based data base which can provide dissagregated school data.  It is also working with SRI 

International to develop a “palm tool” version to be used by teachers in aligning assessments to math 

standards.   
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Kansas Update – November 2000 

 

The Kansas Revenue Department is planning to collect Internet sales taxes.  It claims that online 

sales are costing the State between $2 and $5 million per year in uncollected revenues that could 

result in a shortfall of $50 million annually five years from now.  Other states experimenting with 

Internet taxes are North Carolina, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

 

As a result of the election, more moderate State board members were elected and most have pledged 

to overturn the 1999 decision to remove any references to evolution from State-approved science 

standards and materials.   
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 Kentucky Update – November 2000 

 

The Kentucky State Board of Education has picked Gene Wilhoit, currently one of the State’s 

Deputy Education Commissioners to replace Wilmer Cody as the Chief State School Officer.  Prior 

to coming to Kentucky in 1997, Wilhoit was Co-Director of Education in Arkansas and Executive 

Director of the National Association of State Boards of Education.  One of his stated priorities is to 

use technology to provide instruction particularly for at-risk students. 

 

The State Board of Education is deciding whether to add 0.12 points to a senior’s grade point 

average if the student achieves above average on state assessments.  Every time a student achieves 

the “distinguished” proficiency level beginning with the reading test in Grade 9 and ending with the 

writing test in Grade 12, he or she could receive 0.24 points.  Advocates argue that the GPA 

incentives approach would encourage more students to be serious and careful in taking the state 

assessment which is used to rate schools and districts but are not used to determine graduation or 

promotion. 

 

The State plans to provide $1.5 million in venture capital in the form of loans to university 

professors to develop online courses that can be part of the Kentucky Virtual University system. 
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 Louisiana Update – November 2000 

 

Almost 20,000 students at the fourth and eighth grade levels were not promoted this year because 

they failed the new State exams;  38,000 students who took the exams in the spring were retested last 

summer after participating in free summer school programs.  About 15,000 passed upon retaking the 

State exam.  Special education students can receive waivers that would not require them to take such 

tests, if the parent so requests.  At the eighth grade, the district has options of not promoting a 

student or allowing them to go to high school while taking remediation courses.  

 

For the first time, the USED is investigating allegations that Louisiana’s Statewide tests have 

resulted in civil rights violations.  Last year, approximately 18,000 students in grades 4 and 8 were 

retained in their grade level because they failed State new standardized tests.  A Louisiana parent 

group has accused the State of abusing standardized testing, charging that over 50% of high-poverty 

school enrollments failed the test on taking it the second time.  Previous allegations that Louisiana 

standardized tests unfairly determine student academic opportunities such as graduation, have been 

rejected by State courts. 
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Massachusetts Update – November 2000 

 

Twenty-two districts, including Boston, were anticipating receiving slightly over $13 million in 

desegregation funds this year.  However, shortly before schools opened, Governor Cellucci vetoed 

the appropriation.  Because of the disruption to school operations, the Governor has asked the 

legislature to restore the $13 million for the 22 districts under the provision that no funds will be 

made available next year in order that districts can plan accordingly.   

 

Under a $20 million initiative to increase performance of at-risk students in grades 3, 6 and 9, results 

reported by the Boston City Public Schools indicate that the extended learning effort was successful. 

 Up to 15 months of extra help, specialized teaching and two years of summer school were provided 

to 6,800 students who were targeted for assistance and who did as well on English/language arts 

exams as higher achieving students who did not receive extended learning.  At the ninth grade level 

at-risk students who were provided extended learning opportunities, did better than students not 

receiving such extra assistance; results in math were mixed.   

 

The results of the last administration of the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System given 

at the 4
th

, 8
th

, and 10
th

 grades were released in November, indicating that fewer students are at the 

failing level; however non-Asian minority students still remain well behind white and Asian 

students.  Students did best on 4
th

 grade science, English and math tests, and 8
th

 grade English tests; 

the greatest failure rates were 10
th

 grade math, 8
th

 grade history and math and science.  The 10
th
 grade 

math and English tests are scheduled to become exit tests for  graduation beginning with the class of 

2003. 

 

As reported in the recent ECS survey, the SEA has taken a lead role, along with consortia of school 

districts and other state education agencies, in developing the Virtual Education Space (VES), which 

is designed to assist in curriculum alignment, communications, assessment, and provide productivity 

tools for teachers.  It includes a “student workspace” for viewing and working on assignments.  One 

key component of VES is the curriculum library assignment and sharing online (CLAS) which is a 

software tool for inter and intra-district use for curriculum guideline sequencing, model lesson 

planning, and resource sharing.  It can help districts develop learning objectives for each grade level 

and subject beyond the 4
th

, 8
th

, and 10
th

 grade State assessments.  For more information go to 

www.doe.mass.edu/edtech/ves/ 

 

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edtech/ves/
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Michigan Update – November 2000 

 

The State Board has adopted Governor Engler’s Teacher Technology Initiative which will provide 

$110 million to school districts at about $1,200 for each full-time teacher to buy or lease computers. 

Teachers must have some competency in the use of computers such as sending e-mail or surfing the 

Web in order to receive one of the computers.  Free online courses will be provided to teachers who 

are provided computers.  State officials estimate that 83,000 laptop computers will be purchased and 

8,000 Internet-ready desktop computers will also be purchased.  Teachers will be allowed to take the 

computers home and use them anytime, anywhere.   

 

Computers will be purchased by the district and loaned to teachers who must sign an agreement to 

adhere to the district’s Authorized Use Policy and must return the computer if they retire or quit . 

Approximately $1,200 will be allocated to districts per teacher to purchase the laptops or desktops 

which will have to have a minimum specification of 400 MHz, 64MB and other functionality along 

with a three-year mail-in warranty.  Vendors are required to provide support services, web-based 

tools, Internet access.  Michigan Virtual University will negotiate contracts with up to five vendors 

whose products will be approved for purchase. 

 

As reported in The Heller Reports (November 2000), Jamey Fitzpatrick, Vice President of 

development at MVU, which is a private not-for-profit corporation, has indicated that the primary 

focus is development of a state-wide professional development infrastructure and provision of 

continuing education and training for individuals in the workforce.   

 

Michigan is the only state whose vocational education plan has not been approved by USED.  Until it 

is approved, $8 million in Federal funds will not be released.  At issue is which State board will 

oversee grant money under Perkins Vocational and Applied Technology Program.  Last year, 

Governor Engler issued an Executive Order to take vocational education programs out of the SEA 

and put them into the new Department of Career Development.  He argues that the Governor’s 

Executive Order bears as much weight of law as a statute passed by the legislature.  Until the issue is 

resolved, the $36 million to have been released in October, plus the $8 million which was to have 

been released July 1, will not be available to vocational education programs in the State. 

 

The current Michigan Pre-K half-day program, funded at approximately $70 million, will increase by 

$75 million over the next three years to create full-day programs. 

 

Voters defeated a vouchers proposal of about $3,200 to parents in school districts in which less than 

two-thirds of high school students graduate within four years.  Parents could have sent their children 
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to private and religious schools. 

 



 

82000, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

Minnesota Update – November 2000 

 

Although National Computer Systems (NCS) have made several errors related to the administration 

and scoring of the State assessments, the SEA has decided to renew the contract with NCS for the 

next year, but it is withholding approximately $300,000 from the previous $3 million contract.  

Errors by NCS as reported in Education Week (September 6), mistakenly failed nearly 8,000 students 

when they had actually passed the test.  Fifty-four seniors did not receive high school diplomas as a 

result.  Earlier, NCS acknowledged that it had printed the wrong State average scores on transcripts 

of over 60,000 fifth graders who took the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment exam this year.   

 

The Minnesota Electronic Curriculum Repository includes model performance assessments and 

assessment tasks, including scoring criteria, learning activities, and learning resources developed by 

numerous districts across the State to ensure students meet the new State standards.  The best 

Practices Website has also been created that provides research expertise and collaboration in six 

subject areas.  For more information go to http://mecr.state.mn.us. 

 

http://mecr.state.mn.us/
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 Mississippi Update – November 2000 

 

The State Medicaid Agency is offering to pay local schools $20 for every student that the school 

enrolls in the Federally-funded Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  The CHIP 

reimbursement program covers the cost of related services for special education students such as 

transportation, health screening, etc.  Over the next four years, $48 billion of Federal and matching 

State funds are available under CHIP.  The CHIP program has been under GAO and Congressional 

scrutiny because, in some states, reimbursements cover administrative activities in schools rather 

than services to benefit children directly.  In some states such as Maryland, the amount of CHIP-

related reimbursement is equal to the amount of Federal funds the state receives per pupil under 

IDEA, or approximately $830 per student.  In many states, CHIP funds free up IDEA funds to be 

used for purchasing education technology products and services. 

 

Over the next two years, approximately $13 million will be spent on hardware.  A third of the money 

will be appropriated by the legislature while two-thirds will be raised by the Governor’s task force on 

classroom technology.  Six vendors are on an approved list from which districts may purchase the 

hardware.  The procurement is being handled by the State Information Technology Service. 
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 New York Update – November 2000 

 

The State Vocational Education Agency has recommended a number of options for vocational 

education students so that they do not have to rely only on the State Regents exam in order to meet 

graduation requirements.  One option is a technical assessment component on the Regents exam that 

reflects industry standards, while another would be a “technical endorsement” for voc ed students 

who complete required courses.  Such an endorsement on their diploma would be recognized by both 

industry and higher education institutions.  Another option would be to create a Work Skills 

Certification and Employability Profile for a certificate of mastery based upon the SCANS 

foundations and competencies.   

 

Harold Levey, chancellor of New York City Public Schools, announced the district’s intention to 

provide ongoing professional development for the 80,000 teachers in the city.  Master teachers will 

provide content related to use of technology and “best practices” and the district will contract with 

technology vendors to develop the web site.  
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 North Carolina Update – November 2000 

 

State Superintendent Mike Ward, (D), was re-elected on a platform supporting the State’s 

accountability system.  Next spring for the first time, fifth graders who fail the State’s assessment 

will not be socially promoted which could be a major issue.   

 

State Attorney General Michael Easley (D), will be replacing Governor Jim Hunt.  He has advocated 

adding an academic component to the State’s early childhood initiative, Smart Start, and use 

revenues from a proposed lottery to pay partially for the initiatives.  He also supports adding 

character education to the State’s curriculum framework. 
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 Ohio Update – November 2000 

 

The Columbus School district and union leaders are in the final stages of coming up with a 

performance-based teacher pay plan.  Bonuses of up to $2,000 per year will be provided to teachers 

based upon student achievement beginning next Fall.  The bonus system is voluntary and multiple 

measures (which have yet to be determined) will be used. 

 

A 1997 law prohibits school districts from promoting fourth graders who fail State reading tests 

unless the student was exempted because of disability or unless both the reading teacher and 

principal agree that the student is academically prepared for grade five.  Students reading below 

grade level in grades one and two must be offered interventions and, for third grade students who are 

behind in reading, summer remediation is required.  In 2001, fourth grade students will have three 

opportunities to take the Ohio proficiency tests which cover reading, writing, mathematics, 

citizenship and science. 

 

The Ohio Pre-K program, funded at $120 million, is used to supplement Head Start with the intent of 

improving the quality of programs, rather than expanding the number of students served. 

 

As a result of Ameritech/SBC merger, the PUC of Ohio will be providing $1 million to support 

Community Technology Centers which will be distributed over a three-year period beginning this 

year.  Community Technology Centers are designed to ensure adequate technology and access 

available in lower income neighborhoods. 
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 Pennsylvania Update – November 2000 

 

The Pennsylvania teacher’s association has called for a State court to limit the State’s new power to 

intervene in school districts based upon the performance of students on standardized tests.  The 

teacher’s association argues that the State exam is not intended to be used to compare districts and 

that State intervention could violate teachers’ contractual rights.  A similar lawsuit was filed by the 

Baltimore City Public Schools Teacher Association when Maryland took over three schools and 

ruled that a contractor should operate such schools.  A state judge overruled the teacher’s union 

request in Maryland. 

 

Under Project Cyber Start, computers with Internet access would be provided to over 4,000 daycare 

centers throughout the State to ensure that preschoolers develop some level of computer literacy. 

Approximately $3 million has been appropriated over two years to cover some of the cost of this 

effort.  Only day care centers that have licenses to serve children age 3-5 can participate.  Equipment 

includes IBM computers, printers, Internet available content from LightSpan, and filtering software. 

The lead agency for the project is the Department of Community and Economic Development.  The 

program will be evaluated by Penn State and University of Pittsburgh staff.  For more information go 

to Cyberstart@www.cyberstart.com.   

 

As a followup to the four-year, $200 million Link To Learn project, over the next three years a new 

initiative called Students Achieving Standards, will focus on using technology to help students meet 

State standards and master basic skills in grades 3-5; $15 million has been appropriated for this 

school year which will be provided to districts in grants ranging from $30,000 to a maximum of 

$350,000.  Districts must submit applications for such funds which can be used to purchase 

curriculum, instructional management or integrated learning systems software from one or more of 

29 vendors that have been approved through a State ITQ process.  To be prequalified, vendors must 

submit proposals indicating their qualifications and past performance as well as client references for 

one or more of the three areas.  For more information contact Bill Craig at the SEA’s Office of 

Education Technology, (717)705-4486. 

 

mailto:Cyberstart@www.cyberstart.com
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The State-developed PSSA Classroom Connection includes a CD-ROM in which lessons are aligned 

to standards and assessments, which can be used to help students and teachers prepare for state 

assessments.  Professional development opportunities are also included as part of the State-provided 

resources. 

 

USED has approved Pennsylvania’s request for Ed-Flex status based upon the assumption that 

assessment systems and accountability criteria will be fully implemented this school year.  The 

State’s accountability system is based upon its criterion-referenced assessments given in grades 5, 8, 

and 11.  “Adequate Yearly Progress” for Title I is that 5% of students per year will move from the 

two lowest of the four proficiency levels to higher levels.  The four levels are basically the four 

quartiles of the State’s assessment distribution.  Schools that are “high-performing” and would 

therefore top-out regarding the 5% improvement can be exempted on a case-by-case basis.  Schools 

to be targeted for improvement under Title I are those in which half or more of the students have 

scored in the bottom quartile for two consecutive years.  Currently eleven districts fall into this 

category. 

 

 



 

82000, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

Rhode Island Update – November 2000 

 

A recent report requested by the new Providence Superintendent Diana Lamb, concludes that the 

Providence Title I program is out of Federal compliance.  The consultant who prepared the report, 

Phyllis McClure, argued that over $8 million of districts $11 million Title I budget has been used to 

hire 300 paraprofessionals over the last two years and that the district did not serve eligible middle 

schools with Title I programs.  All of the teacher aides were members of Local 1033 of the Laborers 

International Union of America, whose membership increased by 30% when the Title I program 

began replacing reading specialists with aides.  After several audits by the Rhode Island SEA and 

USED National Title I Office this year, the number of teacher aides paid for with Title I funds has 

been reduced significantly and the Superintendent has stated her intentions to remove all aides in 

grades K-3 from Title I next year.  The USED Title I office has increasingly opposed the use of 

instructional aides in Title I programs for any instructional purposes. 
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South Carolina Update – November 2000 

 

The voters passed by a 55% to 45% margin an amendment to the Constitution which would allow a 

State lottery.  The proceeds could be applied toward education.  Revenues from the lottery would be 

used to increase scholarships for students with B averages or higher and scores of at least 1000 on 

the SAT.  According to Education Week (November 15, 2000), the Governor has estimated that 

approximately one-third of the $150 million in lottery revenues will be earmarked for computer 

purchases in schools. 
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South Dakota Update – November 2000 

 

The Digital Dakota Network is now operational and provides Internet access for all 176 South 

Districts.  One of the distance learning courses is Discover South Dakota History for elementary 

students which includes opportunities for students to interact with various places in the State.  Some 

districts have developed foreign language programs, including Spanish, which are available State-

wide.  The major objective of this initiative by Governor Janklow has been to provide courses via the 

network to rural districts which do not have access to specific teachers and resources.  
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Texas Update – November 2000 

 

The Advisory Council on Digital Economy released a report at the recent Texas Technology Summit 

which recommended the use of incentives to boost the number of K-12 math teachers and to use 

students and high tech workers to help teach technology.  Scholarships should be provided to high 

school graduates to obtain technical degrees at two-year institutions.  The report also calls for a 

doubling of the number of engineering graduates among Texas colleges and universities over the 

next five years.  A report of this summary is in the Fort Worth Star Telegram (October 10). 

 

A study conducted for the Austin American Statesman newspaper confirms the rather obvious by 

concluding that schools which exempted more special education students from taking the TAAS in 

1999 had higher scores than schools which administered the TAAS to special education students and 

included their scores in school reports.  Right before the presidential election in November, RAND 

scholars found that TAAS scores were not highly correlated to student scores on the NAEP and that 

minority students did relatively poorer than white students on the TAAS.  Advocacy groups such as 

the Council for Exceptional Children questioned whether or not Texas has violated the assessment 

provisions under IDEA which require all special education students take the same state assessment or 

a valid alternative instrument.  No such alternative instrument exists currently and is used in Texas. 

 

 



 

82000, Education TURNKEY Systems, Inc. 

 

Utah Update – November 2000 

 

Earlier this year, the legislature added provisions to end social promotion.  Students who are 

seriously deficient in one or more of the basic skills, as demonstrated through the State assessment 

(UPASS), will be provided remedial instruction.  A plan, to be developed for each student to bring 

the student up to the appropriate reading level, must include opportunities for parents to receive 

materials and guidance so they can assist in the remediation process.  The primary focus is upon 

mastery of reading skills. 

 

A State ballot initiative passed which would require English as the official language within the State. 

However, a recent opinion from the State Attorney General’s office would not preclude 

communication in native languages between the school and the parent.  The ruling also stated that 

the measure would not preclude foreign language or ESL instruction. 
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Virginia Update – November 2000 

 

State education officials released the most recent State assessment results, announcing that slightly 

over 20% of the public schools had achieved acceptable passing grades under the State’s Standards 

of Learning exam administered last spring.  In 1999, only 6% of schools met the standard.  In almost 

half of the school divisions within the State, at least one school now has met the accreditation 

requirement of passing the State’s SOL.  By 2007, if less than 70% of the students pass tests in four 

subject areas -- English, Math, History and Science -- the school will not be accredited. 

 

In one of its largest RFPs, the Virginia SEA held a pre-bidder’s conference early in October; the 

project would provide online assessment, remediation, and staff development that is aligned to the 

Standards of Learning for all districts in the State.  The winning contractor will have to establish a 

number of demonstration districts by February 2001 to demonstrate its program and, if it is 

successful, then districts will have more than $125 million over two years to purchase or license the 

product in order to decentralize test administration, scoring, and analysis to the district level.  The 

pre-bid conference, held on October 24, was well attended.  Only a limited number of firms have a 

total capability to meet all the requirements of the RFP.  Hence, SEA officials anticipate one or more 

consortia to be awarded contracts.   

 

Virginia has provided a grant of $3 million to Power Up which will work with youth in 

approximately 100 locations throughout the State providing them with technology literacy and 

related skills.  Power Up, which is affiliated with AOL, will provide technology, funding, trained 

personnel, innovative interactive programming support and other resources referred to as a “power 

pack” to these locations.  The contact at Power Up is Aili Zokela, 703/610-3517.   

 

Voters passed by a 4:1 margin ballot Question One which would earmark proceeds from the State 

lottery to be used exclusively for public education.  A significant portion of such funds were 

earmarked for software and staff development last year and more recently approximately $130 

million of lottery funds could be used to support the planned State online assessment, remediation, 

and staff development initiative announced in the recent RFP.  
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Washington Update – November 2000 

 

Initiative 729 which authorizes creation of charter schools if they are run by nonprofit corporations 

passed by a narrow margin.  Initiative 728 which would allow some State lottery funds to go to 

school programs for construction and allow a portion of property tax surpluses to go to schools based 

on enrollment, passed by a 3:1 margin.  As a result, State budget surpluses will be allocated back to 

localities where school boards could use the money for a variety of purposes including technology 

purchases.  When fully phased in over three years, the total per-pupil allocation will be 

approximately $450.  

 

The Washington State Learning Improvement Support (WSLIS) project according to the recent ECS 

Report, provides teachers with specific diagnostic data to assist in curriculum planning and 

instruction.  As part of a Massachusetts VES consortia, the State plans to offer tutoring services and 

resources to ensure more “data driven” teaching.  In conjunction with Oregon, the SEA also offers 

Learning Space, which provides curricula aligned with State standards (www.learningspace.org). 

 

A new A+ Commission has recommended a number of ways to ensure greater accountability among 

schools and districts in the State.  Several types of intervention strategies for low-performing schools 

were recommended ranging from firing or transferring principals and teachers to abolishing or 

restructuring a school district to authorizing student transfers to other schools with the State paying 

transportation costs.  The Commission would also provide “focused assistance” to help low-

performing schools which would be identified based upon the student scores on reading and math 

sections of the Washington Assessment of Student Learning and the ITBS.  Focused assistance 

would be provided to 30 of the lowest-performing schools this school year and for 50 schools the 

following year.  The proposal will be before the State legislature when it returns in January. 

 

 

http://www.learningspace.org)/
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West Virginia Update – November 2000 

 

The State School Board has selected David Stewart as the State Superintendent replacing Hank 

Marockie who served as State Superintendent for 11 years.  Marockie submitted his resignation 

about three months before planned retirement amid allegations of misuse of State funds for personal 

use.  Mr. Stewart previously served as Assistant State Superintendent for Administrative Services 

and as Superintendent of Kanawha County. 

 

Representative Bob Wise (D), defeated incumbent Cecil Underwood for Governor.  Wise is an 

advocate for Tech Prep Vocational and Entreprenurial Education.  He would also expand 

apprenticeship programs in the State.  The current high school technology initiative funded at 

approximately $8 million per year was the brainchild of Governor Underwood.  It is likely that 

Governor-elect Wise will be redirecting this large State effort.  Vocational education has traditionally 

been a relatively high priority under various gubernatorial administrations and has, in the past, 

received significant support from the legislature.  Some of the initial initiatives related to computer-

based instruction in West Virginia in the early 1980s were funded out of JTPA discretionary funds.   
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Wisconsin Update – November 2000 

 

Beginning in 1995 in a pilot program involving K-1 students in 30 schools, the Student Achievement 

Guarantee in Education (SAGE) program provides State funding to districts with at least one school 

which has 50% or greater poverty.  The district identifies one such school to serve as a demonstration 

site.  The school must sign an achievement improvement contract with the State that includes a plan 

for improving student achievement.  In return, it receives $2,000 for each low-income student it 

enrolls.  Funds must be used to reduce class size, develop a rigorous curriculum or for professional 

development purposes.   

 

 

 


