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Purpose
The purpose for this project was to redesign the area of the 
traditions plaza to commemorate the ceremonies of Silver Taps, 
Muster and fellow Aggies that have passed away. Our overall 
objective is to leave a legacy to the history of Silver Taps for 
current and future generations of Aggies to have a clear 
understanding of its history, the working of the ceremony and the 
meaning of the tradition and how it is tied to the time honored 
Texas A&M tradition of Muster. The site is located in front of the 
Academic Building, west of Military Walk, between the YMCA 
and Coke Building. 

Image Source: Google Maps



History Texas A&M’s Silver taps is to honor both Aggies of graduate or 
undergraduate students who passed away while enrolled at 
A&M. The first Silver Taps was held in 1898 which was to honor 
Lawrence Sullivan Ross, the former governor of Texas and 
president of A&M College. During the events of Silver taps, a 
small card with the deceased student's name, class, major, and 
date of birth is place as a notice at the base of the academic 
flagpole. (aggietaditions.tamu.edu)

Along with that event, we wanted to redesign the area to 
reflect the Aggie tradition of Muster. Honoring and 
remembering the time in Aggieland, “the tradition of mustering 
has grown in strength, meaning and spirit.” 
(aggietraditions.tamu.edu)  Muster was established to bring 
Aggies together, and reflect the Aggies of the past.

One important attribute to the site is to display the Letter of 
Fish Cowards, which is a letter describing the feelings one Aggie 
experienced during the first time attending a Silver Taps 
ceremony. He goes into the letter of how Silver Taps meant to 
him and how significant it is to the students and faculty of Texas 
A&M University. 

Image Source: http://studentlife.tamu.edu/sas.silvertaps
http://www.chron.com/local/education/campus-chronicles/article/A-M-students-alumni-to-protest-renaming-of-
5965881.php
http://spirit-of-aggieland.tumblr.com/post/21575373281/it-was-judgment-day-in-aggieland-and-tenseness



Data / Research

- Transition point 

- High pedestrian use 

Data from sample survey of 101 students



Data / Research

- Lack of use

- Place as transition 
point

Data from sample survey of 101 students



Data / Research

- Strong student 
participation on 
traditions.

Data from sample survey of 101 students



Data / Research

- Academic Plaza is a 
place of tradition 
with a beautiful 
landscape.

Data from sample survey of 101 students
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Concept Diagram 



Proposed Site Plan
The symbolism could be seen with 
displaying the bugles on the surface 
to the ground and displaying formal 
existing Silver Taps and Muster 
sculptures. Also we wanted to 
implement some new innovated ideas 
to the site, by using technology of the 
Kiosk to inform the visitors and a 
running water fountain in the center of 
the site to create a main space of 
reflection. The vegetation in the area 
are all to accommodate for the 
weather in Texas, and also bring a 
sense of tranquility to the site.    
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Entrance To The Plaza
The entrance to the 
plaza creates mystery 
and a viewing frame. 
The centered structure 
at the entrances let the 
visitors know they are 
entering a space. The 
structures also have a 
concave top which 
represents the missing 
of those we lost, while it 
creates a frame with the 
trees to view what's 
inside the plaza. 



Reflective Fountain

- Sculpture of a 
Cadet and a 
civilian

- Concave 
water feature

- Reflective 
Wall
displaying
Donald
Coward’s
Letter



Kiosk Informational
One challenge that was addressed 
during the design process was to 
indicate a way that would do justice for 
every individual that is being respected 
during the specific time of the Silver 
Taps ceremony. Which is how we 
developed and proposed the idea of 
the Kiosk Informational system.  The 
idea was also developed to implement 
technology into the site and allow 
individuals to interact with the area. 



Vegetation Through The Plaza 
The plaza uses vegetation 
to provide shade, color, and 
space. The purples on the 
edges along with the trees 
help create a border to give 
the plaza its own sense of 
place. The color changes to 
green and yellow in the 
areas where the sculptures 
will be moved into place. 
The decision to provide a 
different color is to create 
different spaces, but also to 
have a color that represents 
life around the sculptures 
which mean so much to the 
University and Aggies.



Plant List 
Crimson Pygmy

Lambs Ear

New Gold Lantana 

White lilies

Texas Compact Sage



Conclusion
Each one of us in our group including Daniel Molina, Lauren Randolph, Rubi Ramirez, and Cristian Gonzalez are all current 
Aggies and are aware of how important and sacred the traditions of Texas A&M University are. Therefore, as a group we 
wanted to design an area that is both aesthetically pleasing, but would honor the traditions of Silver Taps, Muster, and 
fellow Aggies that we have lost. We sought to implement as much symbolism into the site as possible while still providing an 
area that would allow individuals to go and unwind.  



Sources
Plant List Images Sources:

http://www.pbase.com/image/88312996

http://www.sustainable-gardening.com/plants/perennials/stachys-lamb%E2%80%99s-ear

http://riversidenurseryva.com/gallery3/index.php/Products/Plants/Annuals/LANTANA-NEW-GOLD

http://thesonorandesertgardener.blogspot.com/2011/03/rosemary-trails-green-and-blue.html

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/42854633928823038/

http://www.ucview.com/software-features/touch_screen_kiosks

http://www.kvsio.com/china-retail_ordering_payment_high_stability_touch_screen_digital_signage_kiosk-302423.html

http://washington.org/DC-guide-to/vietnam-veterans-memorial

http://content.time.com/time/arts/article/0,8599,2092287,00.html

http://www.myaggienation.com/history_traditions/muster_silver_taps/
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Program Goals

Capture Aggie Spirit

Educate The Community On Giving Back

Allow For Contemplation & Comfortability

Honor Silver Taps & Symbolism Of Aggie Tradition

Carry The Legacy Of Aggie Family

Consider The Feasibility Of The Preexistence Site

Correlate With Main Central Axis & Use Of Major Pedestrian Way

1
Presentation Notes

As a central space to campus, our team focused on programming that would unify the three main goals of creating a sense of Aggie Spirit, pay respect to Aggie Tradition and the 
Aggie Family, and still appropriately serve student life.  The resulting plaza should embody the heartbeat of campus as a symbol and location at the literal heart of campus.



Ceremonial Axis

Acknowledging the Existing Site

Major Access Point Existing Utility

2
Presentation Notes

To design in accordance with the previously listed programming goals, the plaza must still include and especially consider alignment to the campus access along Old Main to New 
Main, use as a major pedestrian passageway between West Campus, bus stops, and academic plaza, and also, accomodate for the existing utility access.



Silver Taps Experience

1. Exit -way for post ceremony

2. Noise pollution from buses

3. Light pollution from passing cars

4. Calm feeling on military walk

3
Presentation Notes

In consideration to physical embodiment of tradition and the Silver Taps ceremony, the site would also serve as a waiting zone and reflection space for the respectful event on 
Tuesday nights.  The design should also help mitigate the issues of noise and light pollution coming from Old Main’s vehicular traffic during the quiet reflection.



Opening the 
Dialogue

4
Presentation Notes

As a project that would greatly affect the campus and the student body, many of us referred to an online survey created with the help of another group. The intent of the data 
collection was to look into how individuals currently view the space, Aggie Tradition, and ways to improve the site in a way that would benefit its primary users.



UNDERSTANDING ACCESS
AND USE OF THE SPACE

5
Presentation Notes

Addressing this data, our group acknowledged that the design should include a method to direct traffic in a manner that would reduce a sense of interruption or intrusion upon a 
private area of reverance.



BUILDING A SENSE OF PLACE

6
Presentation Notes

As displayed, seating for the site would be a must in the future of the plaza design.  In addition, the following question focused on the concept of how to use the space, whether for 
waiting, using during, or reflecting on the Silver Taps ceremony.  The majority claimed to come from the south, while a small minority comes through the plaza at the west.



ATTENTION TO TRADITION

7
Presentation Notes

Wonderfully put, the survey displayed strong support for Silver Taps and Aggie Tradition, voting Tradition and core values to be at the heart of the Aggie Spirit with Comminuty 
and Aggie hospitality (the Aggie Family) coming in second.  The data reflects well on the purpose of the space and the programming goals listed for the design.



The Design 
Process

8
Presentation Notes

Utilizing the previous goals and data, our team went forward with design focusing on a physical symbolism that would create a reverent space while simultaneously providing a 
sense of being surrounded by life and the support of the Aggie Family.



First Stage of Design

9
Presentation Notes

Presented here, our team went through several renditions in the concept phase.  Our reoccurring themes involved a freeform design that still aligned well with the campus axis, the 
use of waypoints that symbolized a student’s passage through college and life, and the utilization of features with differing heights to mitigate noise and light.



Conceptual Design

10
Presentation Notes

The resulting concept came about as a simple design broken into four sections which represent the four class years of college with the core values of A&M for each.  The 
arrangement of pathways and features were to direct users into private areas for reflection or past the included plaques detailing the history of Silver Taps.



Final Concept

Presentation Notes
With more detail added, the above design shows our initial ideas for adding directed pedestrian traffic flow, a central space, edge plantings, and more private seating off to the 
sides.  Planters connected by trellises would provide a welcoming feeling of enclosure which would overarch the central path of reflection. 11



Flow Diagram

Presentation Notes
The final design simplified the previous concept down to a greater central space for gathering, private seating incorporated into the planters, edge planters that hold continuity to 
the surrounding site, and only one directed lane for pedestrian traffic. 12



Initial Design

Presentation Notes
A Sketchup 3D model was constructed to better illustrate our prelimary ideas of using differing heights and plantings to create a sense of enclosure while mitigating noise and light 
effectively. 13



The Final Design

Presentation Notes
The design developed more in the final stages and came to be what is presented in the following pages. 14



Site Plan

Presentation Notes
As mentioned during the section on design process, the final design incorporated a freeform design that incorporated the materials in the area nearby on campus, such as the brick 
of Military Walk.  The final design also includes freeform edge plantings that provide a backdrop to the plaza, two new proposed trees, and an altered sidewalk for the YMCA bldg. 15



Section A -A’

Presentation Notes
This particular section displays a view exiting the plaza to the west toward the ILFSB and Old Main.  The cut shows the details of differing heights within the planters and the 
overarching sense of enclosure and support of life provided by the trellises. 16



Section B -B’

Presentation Notes
This section cut along the longitudal length of the plaza faces the YMCA building from the south.  Most importantly, the graphic helps convey the procession and hierarchy of the 
plaza as an experience and symbolic story which unifies Aggies and visitors into one central space, where the Silver Taps memorial of the design is placed. 17



Trellis Perspective

Presentation Notes
The perspective above illustrates a user entering the plaza from Military Walk toward the existing Silver Taps statue, positioned on the east side of the site toward Academic Plaza, 
where the ceremony is held.  These seated planters at alternating juxtaposition provide a gathering space for reflection that can be private but not wholly lonesome. 18



Overview Perspective

Presentation Notes
On the opposite side of the site, another archway of seated planters arches over the central path setting forth that sense of place required for a memorial plaza placed along a major 
passageway.  Additionally, to the top right of the graphic, a kiosk which would display names and history of Silver Taps in the main gathering space is represented. 19



Kiosk Day Time Perspective

Presentation Notes
A full shot of the main gathering space and memorial to Silver Taps is displayed here. On the end caps of the circular seatwall that frames the space, plaques of bronze with words 
of consolation and remembrance cut into the surface help instill the importance of this place. 20



Kiosk Night Time Perspective 

Presentation Notes
At night, the main gathering space will have several lighting features, including 21 lights on the memorial which face each cardinal direction but the east, because the sun will 
never rise again on those who have passed.  Behind the cut plaques on the end caps, backlighting will illuminated the words of consolation even in dark hours. 21



The Void
Our main memorial sculpture is meant to be a void space.

This sculpture will represent the void left in the student body and Aggie Family by 
students who have passed.

As students, families, and visitors see this sculpture their thoughts will unite around 
those who have passed away and their families.

Presentation Notes
The Traditions Plaza will pay respect to Silver Taps with symbols placed throughout in a manner of reverance and reflection, a kiosk detailing the names of those who have passed 
and the history of Silver Taps, a plaque displaying Fish Coward’s letter along the outside of the private seated planter, and the memorial discussed here in the main central space. 22
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GOALS

An area full of traditions
Create a reflective space
Capture the essence and feelings of Silver Taps and Muster
Maintain functionality of space for students
Keep the essence of the main axis 
Maintain a sense of unity with the surrounding context



Central Axis Circulation/Transportation Existing Vegetation

Existing Conditions

Central Axis
The central axis that connects the Albrighton Tower to the Academic Building is a prominent display in the design in order to display the importance of being connected to the campus and to one an-
other as Aggies. The graphic on the far left labeled “Central Axis” displays the axis on the dashed red line beginning from the Administration Building to Academic Plaza to the Albrighton Bell Tower. 
The highlighted yellow area is proposed location of Traditions Plaza.

Circulation
Circulation of the existing space is very high in traffic during the day and especially between classes. The design keeps the main axis of the plaza open in order to accompany traffic between classes and 
for work service to access. The openness also allows pedestrians and tours to keep the beautiful view of academic plaza and the Albrighton Bell Tower. The middle image titled “Circulation/Transporta-
tion” displays multiple flows of traffic. The red represents vehicular traffic, yellow represents the bus stops and circulation, and finally orange shows the important pedestrian flow in the space. In order to 
allow people to travel efficiently we kept this space open while creating curvilinear private seating areas along the edges for those who want to reflect and learn about the Aggie Traditions. 

Existing Vegetation
Existing Vegetation is displayed on the for right of the page. All the existing trees and beds of cool season annuals were kept which are indicated as the darker and lighter green areas. The yellow spaces 
were existing rose-bed planters that we decided to remove and add planters along the edges near the private seating spaces. 



Survey Analysis
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Site Detail- Compass Light
 The center of central axis LED light is a compass with the words “True To Each Other As Aggies Can Be....” around the edges. The three lights represent North, 
West, and South for the directions that bugle players play the “Silver Taps” song. The East is darkened in representation of how the sun will never rise on that Aggie 
again. The East direction also points toward the proposed Silver Taps Memorial Wall. This shows how despite that the sun will never rise on that Aggie again we still 
honor them through this tradition. The quote around the compass is another representation of how true we are to one another and are always connected as an Aggie 
Family.



TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY



Claudia Opening-Welcome, thank you all for coming. As a Quick Run through site analysis ,the process ,and conclusion. We hope to have encaptured the class of 69s inspiration and passion within this de-
sign. Thank you.

Team 4
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Posters



Steen’s Talking Points 2-6
Site Analysis- The existing site is well drained already so we had very little focus on fixing any drainage problems. Seating on the site is completely absent, however, there is a moderate amount of seatingaround the site. The lack of seating was 
one of the issues with the site we addressed. Meeting points are also absent on the site, but prevalent in the surrounding area. We also addressed this issue with our design. The materials on the site are similar to the surrounding area. So the 
site would blend well into the surrounding space. Traffic on the site is heavily dense on the southern walkway. 



Steen’s Talking Points 2-6  Traffic also increases in between class periods and when bus stops occur. We maintained adequate space to
accommodate the traffic in these instances, as well as taking into account when the Corps marches through the site during reviews.



Survey- We conducted a survey in order to provide insight into the minds of the larger student body. Our goal was to find out what opinion they had of Silver Taps and Traditions Plaza. The survey consisted of five multiple choice questions as well 
as one free response question, we had 102 students respond to our survey.



The results of our survey showed that over 70% of students pass through the site 1-2 times a week. We also found students recognized Academic Plaza and Military Walk as symbols on Campus with traditional value 92% answered that they 
have attended SIlver Taps and 43.1% answered that they have never missed a Silver Taps. Our free response question was “Have you been directly affected by Silver Taps?” The majority of responders answered that they have been directly 
affected by Silver Taps, and many of these people provided us with personal stories of how this tradition has affected them. This survey helped us see that while Silver Taps is a very important tradition for the student body as a whole, it also 
showed us just how personal this tradition is for individuals. We thought this was a very important point to convey in our design.



Maritza 7-9 - As kevin had mentioned…. There was a lack of seating and there wasnt a formal gathering space. 



Concept Diagram- as you can see on the diagram we have created gathering spaces and intimate spaces. We also wanted to add more green spaces to bring life to the site. There are also 3 areas of traffic flow the one on the southern walkway 
being the most used and the other 2 being less used. Lastly the focal point has coming in from all directions except the east.



Site Plan- We chose to use the same material as what exists on the A&amp;M Seal. This allows the space to match the surroundings as well as continuing the seriousness we wanted present within the site. 21 Gun Pillars- These representative 
of 21 Ross Volunteers approaching the silver taps ceremony. Kiosk- This is a monthly display of names of those whom have passed. History/seating Walls- to divide the space we displayed both Silver Taps and Aggie Muster to inform students 
and visitors about the establishment of these traditions. Sun Frame - As the main focal point of the site, this area is meant to convey the series of emotions that one experiences while attending a Silver Taps. The lines on the ground plane are 
representative of the three volleys shot in every direction except for the east. Silver Taps, Muster Monuments- these areas frame each monument done by Rodney C. Hill that are a more intimate spaceIn the West we have placed a private seat-
ing area symbolic of the future. Candle Columns- these are located on the south west end of the site plan. These symbolize the candles that are held during Aggie Muster.



Site details/Planting



Laura (10-14) The section elevations give a sense of scale of the structures proposed and a sense of space throughout the whole site. Section Elevation A: As you walk from any of the two entrances, you’ll encounter either the candle. Along 
the walkways, you’ll notice short walls displaying the history of Silver, The benches …………….Once you’ve approached the heart of the site you’ll see the Sun Frames facing columns or the rectilinear pillars that serve as a threshold Taps and 
Aggie Muster. each cardinal point. The Sun frames allow you to walk through them except for the East frame which displays Donald Coward’s Letter. Section Elevation B: Shows how the canopy of the trees and the vegetation help provide the 
north and south private areas a more secluded and serene space.



History Walls: The north walls will display history of Silver Taps, and the South walls will contain Aggie Muster. Both private seating areas will contain the relocated monuments as well as a wall. The East Sun Frame will hold the letter Don-
ald Coward sent to his parents display history of Aggie Muster, both in chronological order from right to left from Academic Plaza to Bell tower) with a description of the Tradition each monument represents explaining his experience while 
attending a Silver Taps ceremony as a freshman at Texas A&M





21 Guns Perspective: The 21 pillars representing the Ross Volunteers help divide the space. The purpose of these pillars are to make students slow down as they’re walking to and to help everyone transition into the seriousness of the space. 
At night, the pillars will be light up from the base; this will create a soothing effect as well as provide a more safe and pleasing movement.



Muster Perspective: As mentioned before, the Muster monument will be relocated to the South seating area. During the day, people will use the space for relaxation while at night the strips of light will highlight the description of Aggie Mus-
ter Tradition; families of Aggies passed and all Aggies in general can use the space to sit and contemplate on….of life



Claudia (15-end) Candle Columns: Representative of the candles held at Aggie Muster, Also display our history/seating walls looking towards the clock tower



The Sun Frames: The main focal point of our site. Each one faces a different Cardinal Direction. You may pass through all except the eastern frame. Within the eastern fram is the displayed Don Coward’s Letter. This is meant to be a uncom-
fortable overbearing space that allows students and visitors to gain perspective of this loss we mourn each ceremony. 3 Lights are laid in the ground, going in all directions except for the east to symbolize the three rifle volleys to the North, 
South, and West.



The West Area: It is home to a Bird fountain placed within a bolder that displays the quote “To those This symbolizes healing and the renewal of life. It is the western frontier of new begining. The Kiosk- This is a display of monthly names of 
Aggies per that month Start Run Through of Skecth up/ 3D Rendering In closing, thanks again to the class of 69 and our professors from providing us with this opportunity. Thank you. who’ve gone to heights unknown with Silver Taps, he 
journeys on” by Mrs. Jeanette Hennigan.
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• Create a memorial plaza that educates students and visitors on the tradition of Silver 
Taps and Muster, while commemorating past and present students’ lives.

• Create a space that allows for quiet reflective activity amidst a pedestrian corridor.
• Creating a design solution that is adaptable through time and leaves a legacy for future 

generations.

Design Goals

Inspirations
The below photos assisted in the inspiration for our design. They include reflective 
surfaces, unique letter displays, shallow reflective fountains, and radiating circles that 
represent the circle of life.



• Noise area on street with vehicles passing
• Major entrance/access for A&M
• Lots of people walking through after 

getting off bus
• No shade whatsoever in the middle
• Tourist groups stop at the Military Walk 

side to look at the seal
• On the major axis of Texas A&M 

Site Analysis
Existing Lighting

Site Circulation

Existing Vegetation

Low Drainage Areas

Shaded Areas



Student Body Survey Results
How often do you travel through this space?

What mode of transportation do you use the most 

through this space?

Where do you typically wait or come from prior to 

Silver Taps?

How many times  have you participated in Silver Taps?



How knowledgeable would you consider yourself on 

the history & traditions associated with Silver Taps, on 

a scale of 1-5? (1 being the least, 5 being the most)

In your opinion, what is the strongest aspect of the 

Aggie Spirit?

Student Body Survey Results



Design Process

The following series of images represents one design process that our team 
went through while coming to a solution for Traditions Plaza. The image to the 
left is the first synthesis of all of our ideas. The main feature of this concept was 
to have people experience Silver Taps as they move throughout the site from 
South to North.

The image to the right is our second iteration of the previous concept. 
The main difference in this concept is that the history of Silver Taps has 
now turned into a walk, and resides on the Eastern side of the site. On 
the opposite side a spiritual walk was proposed to mirror the history 
walk.

The image to the left is our third iteration of the previous concept. The seating 
areas have taken on more spatial definition and are centrally focused around 
the water feature. The number of history plaques and spiritual plaques have 
been defined. Pedestrian circulation throughout the site has also been refined to 
accommodate more traffic. 

Iteration 1

Iteration 2

Iteration 3

N

N

N



***

Conceptual Design
The image to the left represents 
the finalized design concept 
for Traditions Plaza. There 
are two walks that line the 
plaza, both are utilized to 
educate visitors and also slow 
pedestrian traffic. The Silver 
Taps and Muster statues are 
located on each end to attract 
people into the site. There 
are various planting beds 
throughout the plaza that will 
provide screening and seating. 
The central focus of the design 
is a memorial fountain that has 
Fish Coward’s letter displayed 
to the North, West, and South. 
Off to the sides of the site there 
are two large seating areas that 
provide privacy for those who 
wish to reflect on Traditions 
Plaza without interruption.

N
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Muster SculptureBollards Silver Taps Sculpture

History Walk

Flowering Tree

Flowering Tree

Groundcover

Proposed Tree

Flowering Annual

Existing Vegetation
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Memorial Fountain
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History Walk Stations

Depiction of event

123456

Display Locations

Written description of 
what occurred during 
the historical year.

Date

The history display is a polished 
rectangular pink granite with an 
unfinished natural top. It will feature 
a mural and written description of 
what happened during the displayed 
date on a bronzed plaque. The 
materials are intended to match those 
existing on Military Walk, and the 
display itself will be tall enough to 
read at eye-level for an average height 
individual. The below stations are the 
years that our group chose to display 
for the history of Silver Taps, these 
years would have the corresponding 
descriptions that the class of ‘69 
provided. There will be six stations to 
represent the six trumpets that play 
Silver Taps the night of the ceremony
•  Station 1: 1898
•  Station 2 : 1912-1918
•  Station 3 : 1919
•  Station 4 : 1930
•  Station 5 : 1955
•  Station 6 : 2000



Traditions Stations

Depiction of event

1 2 3 4 5 6

Display Locations

Brief description of the 
tradition

Student letters

Date

The tradition display is a polished 
rectangular pink granite with an 
unfinished natural top. It will feature 
a mural, a brief written description of 
what the tradition is, and letters from 
the former and current student body 
about their memories of the tradition. 
Our group chose the below traditions 
because we believe these are the 
traditions a student will experience in 
order to become an Aggie, beginning 
with Fish Camp and ending with 
Muster which goes beyond students’ 
time at Texas A&M. There will be six 
displays to represent the six trumpet 
players who play Silver Taps at the 
ceremony.
•  Station 1: Fish Camp
•  Station 2: Midnight Yell
•  Station 3: 12th Man
•  Station 4: Bonfire
•  Station 5: Aggie Ring
•  Station 6: Muster



Memorial Fountain
This image is a close up of the memorial fountain located 
in the center of the plaza. The fountain is intended to 
serve as a memorial for both Silver Taps and Muster. 
There is a sculpture of a figure with it’s head bent in 
reverence towards the East, this figure represents the 
student body who experiences both Silver Taps and 
Muster and the emotion they experience. The Fish 
Coward letter is featured on top of brass plates that face 
the cardinal directions of North, West, and South with 
a void to the East. This is to symbolize how the trumpet 
players will play to the North, West, and South but never 
to the East as the passed Aggies will never experience 
another sunrise. The statue and fountain sit on black river 
rock, this river rock is also found on the edges of the 
plaza along the History and Traditions Walk. The black 
river rock is to represent all of the former, current, and 
future students who have or will loose their live. As the 
list will be evergrowing, each individual rock represents 
individual student lives. The fountain is designed from 
radiating circles, which represent the circle of life. The 
fountain itself is an incomplete circle, thus representing a 
life that is lost too soon. 

4’ Sidewalk around

Statue in 
center facing 
East in 
reverence

East side of 
fountain is 
empty

Black river rock

Fish Coward letter 
on brass plates in 
the North, West, and 
South
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Memorial Fountain Facing North



Night Lighting Muster Sculpture Facing West



History Walk Facing East



Night Lighting Memorial Fountain Facing West
Note: Only fountain lighting 
would remain during the Silver 
Taps ceremony.
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C
ontents

O
bjectives

Meet Class of ‘69s desires 
Accommodate the public
Provide outdoor rooms (Private vs. Public)
Incorporate campus materials and elements
Provoke emotion 
Emphasize the importance of Silver Taps/Muster
Educate the public on the tradition
Respect and commemorate 
Provide a destination rather than a thorough-fair

1 2



Site A
nalysis

3

Site Context: 
Located between the YMCA and Richard Coke Building,  the site is primarily used 
as a thorough-fair. There is heavy vehicular traffic along Houston Street where 
students are exit the bus stops, through the site, and using Military Walk as a central 
node. 

Mature trees shade the SE end of the site while the large buildings cast a shadow 
during most of the day, which provides for a nice area to wait but it isn’t’ used in that 
context. 

The surrounding materials are mixed with old and new construction with special 
architectural features as well as clean and simple lines. The site consists of 60% green 
space and 40% hardscape. 

Team 6 sat and observed the site for an hour from 11:00 am -12:00 pm and 
documented the number of users who used the space, 395. It was concluded that the 
space was used as a thorough-fair. 



Current User 
Analysis:

3 4

• The outskirts of the site had the 
heaviest  pedestrian traffic, which is 
unfortunate because 60% of the space 
isn’t used. 

• The wind and sun patterns were also 
observed and pushed from the SE 
end toward the center of the site and 
provided for a comfortable area to 
experience. 

• The green space was rarely used 
due to the lack of seating, wet soils 
beneath the tree canopies, and the 
grandeur of both buildings made 
it uncomfortable to step off of the 
hardscape and relax in the natural 
landscaped areas. 

Based on their observations, Team 6 produced a 
Current User Analysis diagram and concluded the 
following: 



D
esign Process
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Process(es)
Each member produced a different concept, which provided for 
diverse solutions and later collaborated within the group as to what 
and why they chose to function the spaces as they did. 

Each member provided a unique and reasonable concept, which 
made it very difficult and stretched the process to almost a week 
and a half. On a positive note, the students were able to justify, 
critically think, and consider sociological and physical aspects 
of the context, which expanded their knowledge within this 
profession. 

Once agreed upon, the group moved forward and finalized that 
space and it’s function. 
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Inspiration
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Proposed Site Plan

Entrances

Green Space- life, health, and wellness.

6 Glass Panels with Etching- 6 University Core Values; poems and 
graphics.

Dark Red Soldier Brick- Leadership and side by side brotherhood 
leading to Muster and Silver Taps statue.

Text on Face of Planters- never forget where you are, why you’re 
there, and who they’re there for.

Education Displays on Planters- history of the tradition to educate 
public.

4 Pink Flowering Trees- Cardinal Directions (N,S,E,W) and delicate 
space.

Text on Face of Planters- never forget where you are, why you’re 
there, and who they’re there for.

Private Room

Small Gateway with White Light- heaven, purity, and fragility 
of space.

Yellow Plantings- Remembrance and commemoration (year 
round color).

Purple Plantings- nobility and cause (year round color).

Educational Kiosk- Silver Taps database for public accessibility 
and learning

All Limestone-purity, special, and hierarchy of space with 
etching.

Fish Coward’s Fountain

Cardinal Directions with East pool unable to retain water to represent 
the absence of the fallen Aggies.

Black Granite- Power and Stability.

Black Decomposed Granite in East Pool- although absence of water, 
there is still something there.

Frosted Glass Behind Fountain- time and silhouette of passerby 
resemble the connection to the Aggie Family.

Limestone Block with 12 Plantings on Each Side- 12th Man stands 
strong on both sides of Aggies.

Blue Up-lighting- Fish’s presence from heaven.

Symbology of Materials
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Section Elevations
Section Elevation A-A’

Section Elevation B-B’
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Perspective Renderings

Aerial View From Houston Street
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Public Seating by Houston Street
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Fish Coward’s Fountain at Night
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Private Room from Coke Building
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Private Room from Coke Building Private Room (Aerial)
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Military Walk Entrance
15
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