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Burleson County population reaches 3000. 

Over 35% are slaves.

One of the settlements near Santa Fe Railway 

grows to become Somerville 

Transportation improvements all over the state 

boost local economy; population increases to 

over 19,000

Burleson County fails to invest in the industri-
al sector; economy becomes stagnant; popula-
tion starts decreasing
Additionally to economic stagnation, residents 
of the county participated actively during both 
world wars. Population decreased year by year 
at a rate of almost 10% per decade. 
Oil is discovered in the county and the Federal 
Government promotes economic stimulus 
Industries diversify and the amount of manu-
facturing triples
Somerville Dam and Reservoir on Yegua 
Creek promotes tourism
Burleson County continues to expand. Ag-
riculture is still the major economic sector. 
Caldwell is the largest city with 3,449 inhabi-
tants, followed by Somerville with 1,704. 

LAND USE ANALYSIS 

Texas
Population: 26.96 million
Median Age: 33.6
Median Household 
Income: $51,900
Poverty Rate: 17.6%
Predominant Race: White, 
followed by Hispanic

Burleson County
Population: 17,187
Median Age: 42.9
Median Household 
Income: $45,651
Poverty Rate: 15%
Predominant Race: White, 
followed by Hispanic

Burleson County Courthouse - 1939 

BURLESON  SOMERVILLE  

HAZARDS

SOIL
The soil in Burleson, which is primarily sandy, is considered the most 
important resource in Burleson County according to the Soil Report. 
The livelihoods of many people in Burleson are dependent on the pro-
duction of livestock and crops, and therefore, the soil.

NATURAL RESOURCES

WATER
Other important resources include oil/natural gas, water, and fish/wild-
life. Water is not considered scarce in Burleson County. 
Lake Somerville in a crucial provider of water, flood control, and recre-
ation for the county. Other water sources include the Brazos River and 
numerous other small sources. 

VEGETATION
Common trees include Oak, Maple, Hickory, Pecan, Walnut, Ash, 
Cedar, Sycamore, and Cypress. 
Other vegetation includes Laurel, Sumac, Palmetto, Elderberry, 
Morning Glory, Honeysuckle, Milkweed, Indian Paintbrush, Clo-
ver, Sunflower, Bluebonnet.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
DISTRIBUTION OF POVERTY AND INCOME ECONOMIC POPULATION TRENDS INFLOW/OUTFLOW ANALYSIS

FLOODING
Including flash floods, riverine floods, and urban floods. 
No loss of life documented from flooding, but substantial 
crop damage has occurred. 

DROUGHT AND EXTREME HEAT
This is a major threat to Burleson due to the famines it can 
cause.
The likelihood of experiencing drought is high in Burleson 
so they must stay prepared.  

HURRICANES AND TORNADOES
Burleson in inland enough to avoid the storm surge from 
hurricanes, but the extensive rainfall still affects this coun-
ty causing flooding. Tornadoes are also a very destructive 
threat to Burleson.

FIRES
This includes both urban fires and wildland fires. 
Burleson has experienced a reported loss of 2.28 million 
dollars due to fire. 

Quadrant A - Contains a few public institutions. 
Most residential developments are clustered at the 
northeast portion. The northwest and south por-
tion contains mostly undeveloped and wooded 
land.
Quadrant B - Contains most of Somerville’s public 
institutions. In the south portion, along with the 
police department and the city hall, most of the 
area is mixed use, combining residences and small 
commercial business. 
Quadrant C - Contains residential and commer-
cial use. It is the only quadrant that contains light 
industrial developments. 
Quadrant D is characterized by mixed use of res-
idential and commercial. This area also contains 
historical residences.

LOCATION QUOTIENTSAREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

SWOT ANALYSIS 

• Soil quality
• Recent growth in Information and Manufacturing sectors
• Lake Somerville
• Oil resources

STRENGTHS

• Economic reliance on farming/ranching
• Drain on labor force through commuting
• Aging population

• Increased tourism
• Commercial development along major highways in 

Caldwell and Somerville
• Income from Vista Ridge pipeline

• Loss of population to counties nearer major urban centers
• Natural hazards
• Drought/ loss of water in reservoir
• Disturbance of ecosystems by pipeline

WEAKNESSES OPPORTUNITIES THREATS

Burleson County is located in East-Central Texas. It encompasses a to-
tal area of 677 square miles and contains two major cities: Caldwell and 
Somerville. Caldwell is the largest city and the county seat. State highways 
21 and 36 intersect roughly at the center of the county in Caldwell. Neigh-
boring counties include Milam, Robertson, Brazos, Washington, and Lee.

Burleson County boasts a rich history. Originally inhabited by Tonkawa In-
dians, the area was the site of imperial competition between Spanish and 
French explorers in the 17th and 18th centuries. In the late 1800s, Czech 
immigrants established communities in Central Texas, with many of them 
settling in Caldwell. The city hosts its annual Kolache Festival in celebration 
of its Czech heritage. Somerville began as a railroad boom town along the 
Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway. Today, Lake Somerville State Park is 
responsible for much of the city’s tourism.

Employment shares were calculated by dividing the num-
ber of employees in each industry by total employment for 
the study region. These shares help to identify industries in 
which employment is most and least concentrated. Indus-
try employment shares for the State of Texas and Burleson 
County, first for 2009, then for 2013, are shown above.

In 2009, Burleson County’s largest employment shares be-
longed to Educational services, etc.; Agriculture, etc.; and 
Retail trade. In Texas during the same year, largest shares 
of employment were in Educational services, etc.; Retail 
trade; and Professional, scientific, and management ser-
vices, etc.

From 2010 to 2013, Burleson County’s 
population aged 16 and over increased 
each year. The county’s labor force in-
creased between 2010 and 2011. Then 
the labor force decreased from 2011 to 
2012, and again from 2012 to 2013.
Between 2010 and  2013, the county’s 
population aged 16 and over grew by 
136, while the labor force shrank by 120. 
These trends indicate that, even though 
there are more people of working age 
living in Burleson County, fewer county 

residents are employed or seeking em-
ployment.
Burleson County’s workforce is sig-
nificantly older than that of the State 
of Texas. In 2013, 41 percent of jobs 
in Burleson County were occupied by 
workers age 55 or older, compared with 
28 percent in the State of Texas. High 
retirement rates might help to explain 
the decrease in Burleson County’s labor 
force despite an increase in working age 
population.
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In 2013, Burleson County’s largest employment shares were 
in Educational services, etc.; Retail trade; and Manufactur-
ing. Agriculture significantly declined from 2009 to 2013, 
but Burleson County’s employment share in agriculture was 
still almost triple that of the Texas in 2013. Texas’ largest 
employment shares remained in Educational services, etc.; 
Retail trade; and Professional, scientific, and management 

services, etc.
Burleson County’s shift away from agriculture and toward 
manufacturing represents diversification of the economy. 
This diversification can be considered a promising trend, as 
the county is now less dependent on agriculture and will be 
affected less by fluctuations in the industry’s performance 
on the state level.

Location quotients (LQs) for each industry were calculated 
for the years 2009 and 2013.  LQs were obtained by dividing 
Burleson County employment share by Texas employment 
share for each industry. Location quotient is a measure of 
specialization. Industries with LQ greater than 1 can be con-
sidered specialized, and their bars are outlined in red.
As the chart demonstrates, in 2009, Burleson County exhib-

ited specialization in other services; Arts, entertainment, and 
recreation services, etc.; Educational services, etc.; Transpor-
tation, etc.; Retail trade; Construction; and Agriculture, etc. 
In 2013, areas of specialization were similar, except that Arts, 
entertainment, and recreation services, etc., and Transporta-
tion, etc., were no longer specialized, and Manufacturing had 
become specialized.

A shift share analysis was conducted. The analysis identified 
3 components of Burleson County’s economic growth from 
2009 to 2013. The first, national growth share, usually refers 
to growth that is attributable to the national economy; how-
ever, in this case, it describes growth attributable to the State 
of Texas. The second, industrial mix share, represents growth 
stemming from the specific mix of industries in Burleson 

County. The third, regional growth share, is growth that can 
be explained by the county’s competitiveness. Total growth is 
obtained by summing national growth share, industrial mix 
share, and regional growth share. All 4 measures are ex-
pressed in terms of jobs created (positive value), or jobs lost 
or not created (negative value), in Burleson County between 
2009 and 2013. 
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