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Posted on October 1, 2013

The ORCID Organization just announced the results of its ORCID Adoption & Integration
funding competition. Among the nine awardees selected for funding is Texas A&M
University, whose proposed project will integrate ORCID iDs into the works of early scholars
at the very beginning of their careers. As quoted in ORCID’s press release, Texas A&M’s
Associate Provost for Graduate and Professional Studies, Dr. Karen Butler-Purry, explains
that “The goals of the Texas A&M ORCID integration project align well with efforts already in
place at our university to engage graduate students in high impact experiences and ensure
they are well versed on issues surrounding scholarly communications. In addition to enabling
more effective management and tracking of our student’s scholarly outputs, the project has
the potential to shape the research behavior of our future scholars through awareness
building and graduate education.”

Excerpts of the Texas A&M Proposal follow. For more information about ORCIDs+
ETDs@TAMU, please feel free to comment here on the Free US ETDs blog, or contact the
Principal Investigator at gclement@tamu.edu.

Texas A&M University Libraries proposes to develop, lead, and disseminate results of a
demonstration project to integrate ORCID Identifiers into the scholarly contributions of our
university’s graduate students, post-doctoral researchers, and their interested faculty
advisers. The proposed project is one component of the Libraries’ Scholar Services initiative
for managing researcher identities on behalf of faculty, fellows, researchers, and students
alike. By achieving ORCID integration with the contributions of our newest scholars, project
proponents expect to demonstrate the full benefits of unambiguous scholarly identity and
trusted linkages between authors and their earliest works. In this way, the proposed project
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will advance the discovery, dissemination, and preservation of new knowledge, fulfilling the
visions of both ORCID and Texas A&M University.

Opened in 1876 as Texas’ first public institution of higher learning, Texas A&Mis a research
intensive flagship university with more than 50,000 students — including 10,000 graduate
students — making it the seventh largest university in the United States. A member of the
prestigious Association of American Universities, Texas A&M ranks 23rd in the nation for
total research expenditures ($700 million plus in FY11). The more than 2,700 graduate faculty
include winners of the Nobel Prize, Wolf Prize, National Medal of Science, and members of
the National Academies. More than 500 hold the title of fellow or its equivalent in their
respective fields.

Texas A&M University Libraries is the University’s principal research and information center,
providing 4.5 million volumes, 5.7 million microforms, 91,580 print and electronic serial titles,
557,777 electronic books, and over 1000 databases. A member of the highly selective
Association of Research Libraries (ARL), the University Libraries ranks 18th among ARL
libraries in materials expenditures, with an acquisition budget of $13.5 million. Librarians work
in a sophisticated online environment utilizing a suite of state of the art online information
systems and a full range of electronic resources.

A key strategic direction of the Libraries is to “advance and support changes in scholarly
communications in a way that supports the faculty and students of TAMU”. The Libraries has
invested substantially in developing and sustaining digital information technologies to receive,
manage, isseminate, and preserve the scholarly contributions of the University community.
These systems include the: Digital Repository; Vireo ETD management system; and, most
recently, an internal implementation of the VIVO researcher profile system (currently under
development).

Texas A&M University Libraries and its affiliates already have the expertise and proven track
record to successfully fulfill the objectives of the proposed demonstration project. The
University’s long-established graduate program dates back almost a century, producing
nearly 30,000 masters’ theses and doctoral dissertations to date. Approximately 25,000 of
these works are stored and publicly disseminated through the University’s Repository, a
robust digital publishing and storage system built on the open source DSpace platform.
DSpace is the most commonly used repository system in the world according to the
Directory of Open Access Repositories.

To enhance and streamline the ETD management and publishing process, Texas A&M
University Libraries develops and maintains the open source application Vireo in partnership
with the University’s graduate thesis office and the Texas Digital Library. As a turnkey
solution for Electronic Thesis and Dissertation (ETD) management, Vireo receives and
registers the student’s submission, notifying graduate school administrators and faculty
advisors and providing convenient tools to facilitate the review and approval workflow. Vireo
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ultimately publishes the work in the University’s Digital Repository (and other systems, as
selected by the graduate student and his/her faculty advisors). Initial deployment of Vireo
took place in 2008-2009, thanks to generous funding from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services, and was developed as an add-on to the DSpace Repository system. In
2012, Vireo was completely restructured and enhanced with a number of new features that
make it compatible with most any repository system. As a result, the Vireo 2.0 application is
easier to use by submitters while making the workflow and management processes more
comprehensive for administrators. The new version has enhanced and expanded on a
number of open standards including SWORD and the OAI-PMH standards. This release
positions Vireo as a flexible, extensible platform for managing not only ETDs but other
scholarly works as well, including undergraduate honors theses.

As digital publishing grows and becomes more prominent in ETD management, Vireo will
also evolve to keep pace with these changes. Support for common researcher identifiers,
support for name authorities, and publishing to multiple locations are key features currently
under review. As an ETD management tool, Vireo will help promote visibility of student
works by publishing to a wide range of repositories. It will also support exporting metadata to
a number of discovery platforms.

To implement the ORCID+ETDs program, Team TAMU is relying on a higly qualified group
of professionals with distributed expertise from the Libraries and the Graduate School, plus
collaborators at the Texas Digital Library and the University of Illinois Libraries. Working in
close partnership, the team will demontrate and share project deliverables at various ETD
and Repository forums in the coming year.
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