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Philip Major. Writings of Exile in the English Revolution and Restoration. 
Farnham: Ashgate Publishing, 2013. 198 pp. $99.95. Review by 
christopher d’addario, gettysburg college.

Considering Edward Said’s oft-cited pronouncement that exile is 
“strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience,” it is 
somewhat surprising that the study of early modern displacements, 
particularly those occasioned by the upheavals in mid-seventeenth-
century England, has only very recently flourished. One of the scholars 
most fruitfully and diligently working in the past few years to improve 
our understanding of the psychological and literary effects of defeat, 
banishment and dislocation in early modern England has been Philip 
Major. His new book, Writings of Exile in the English Revolution and 
Restoration, is the enlightening and meticulous culmination of this 
work. In it, Major explores the manifold ways in which both defeated 
Royalists and fleeing regicides attempted, through their writing, to 
come to terms with the abrupt loss of their political and military hopes. 
Across four detailed chapters, Major analyzes the commentaries, let-
ters, diaries, funerary rites, and poems of writers on both sides of the 
political divide; indeed, the impressive range of materials that Major 
examines in order to fill out our understanding of the experience of 
exile in the seventeenth century is one of his study’s major strengths. 
While some might balk at the fluidity with which Major defines ex-
ile—the book includes studies of Royalists banished from London as 
well as those banished to the Continent, for example—this fluidity, in 
my mind, becomes an advantage as he is able to impress upon us the 
full scale and variety of written reactions to the wide-ranging displace-
ments of this century. Helpfully, Major is careful to remain attuned 
to the complex particulars of each exile, never imposing an artificial 
unity on these writings through the imposition of a rigid schema.

Nonetheless, Major does identify recurring concerns across these 
individual experiences, and the book begins with an introduction 
that addresses some of these concerns, including the compensatory 
and poignant nature of exilic writing, as well as the ways that it serves 
both private and public objectives, and, thus, both psychological and 
political purposes. A brief case study of William Cavendish in the 
introduction elaborates on these themes, revealing the uses and limits 
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of stoicism and nonchalance to a wealthy Royalist experiencing the 
relative exigencies of existence on the Continent in the 1640s and 
50s. In this opening chapter, Major also extensively situates his study 
amidst prior work on Royalists during the Interregnum, Puritans in 
the New World, and, more broadly, critical and historical studies of 
early modern ideology and literary form. For readers knowledgeable 
with the landscape of seventeenth-century studies, this section may 
cover familiar, and, at times, well-trodden ground, but it does allow 
Major to delineate clearly his additions and revisions to the critical 
consensus.

The first chapter focuses on the first exile of Edward Hyde and 
particularly the contemplations on the Psalms that he composed 
primarily during his time in Jersey and Madrid. Major argues that 
Hyde’s contemplations allowed him to regain some sense of control 
over his life while in exile, providing a ritualistic consistency and sense 
of imagined community. In this way, his contemplations served a simi-
lar function as other paraliturgical Royalist texts of the mid-century, 
such as the Eikon Basilike. Major also provides a nuanced reading of 
the politics of these reflections, arguing that their emphasis on the 
contemplative helped Hyde to chart a middle ground between the 
“excessive clericalism of the Laudian church” (40), and by extension 
its Catholicizing supporters around Henrietta Maria at the Louvre, 
and the overt enthusiasms of Puritan reformers back in the homeland.

Chapter 2 contains a fascinating study of the funerary practices 
and writings of Royalists exiled to the continent. In this thoroughly 
researched chapter, Major details the difficulties attendant upon the 
rituals of mourning for those in exile, such as the distance from de-
ceased loved ones and the fragility of Anglican practices in Catholic 
cities, as well as the poetry that emerges from these difficulties. There 
are several striking moments detailed by Major here, including the 
exiled Secretary of State Edward Nicholas in 1657 purchasing a mourn-
ing suit to commemorate his mother’s death back in England. Major 
also astutely explores the pressures put on the exiles’ Anglican identity 
as they attempted to practice mourning often, as in Antwerp, amidst 
the rhythms, sights and sounds of a distinctly Catholic city. At the 
end of the chapter, he links these experiential pressures on identity 
to the anti-Catholic and anti-Puritan sentiments in Robert Herrick’s 
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poetry of mourning.
In the next chapter, the book moves us to the English homeland 

and to those Royalists who were either banished from or confined to 
London in the aftermath of the king’s defeat. Major analyzes these 
internal exiles through a series of close readings of poems by Alexander 
Brome, John Berkenhead, Mildmay Fane and the anonymous author 
of The Delinquents Pasport (1658), as well as letters between Bishop 
Brian Duppa and Sir Justinian Isham. The chapter, as a whole, provides 
important nuance to familiar cavalier tropes, illustrating how easily, 
under the pressures of displacement, patience could become paraly-
sis, friendship could become a source of pain as well as solace, and 
compromise could become a necessity despite a desire to turn inward.

The book closes by crossing the Atlantic and the political and 
historical divide to examine the Restoration exile of two regicides, 
William Goffe and Edward Whalley, who fled to New England after 
Charles II’s return. The chapter details especially the spiritual struggles 
evinced in Goffe’s letters and diary as he sought to understand the place 
of the godly after the defeat of the Good Old Cause. The picture he 
gives here of the early colonists’ relationships to the homeland is not 
entirely drawn, which leads Major to overstate, at times, the extent to 
which the early New England inhabitants embraced their new home. 
Nonetheless, the chapter nicely shows the many parallels between 
the exilic experiences of Royalists and Parliamentarians, even as it 
distinguishes the regicides’ escape to the friendlier religious environ-
ments of New England from the Anglican Royalists’ uncomfortable 
existence in Catholic Europe.

With the inclusion of exiles across the standard climacterics (es-
pecially 1660) and ideologies of the period, Major’s book makes an 
important contribution to the reclamation of the seventeenth century 
as a discrete period, apart from the “early modern” or the “long eigh-
teenth century,” a period characterized by the upheavals of the civil 
war and its lasting effects through the Restoration. The richness of 
the case studies throughout provides us with a compelling and careful 
picture of writing impacted by these upheavals, writing that sought 
to create an imaginative space for acceptance and resistance, grief and 
stoicism, politics and providence. In addition, Major often insight-
fully relates these writings to the more canonical works of Lovelace, 



54 seventeenth-century news

Vaughan, Cowley or Bradstreet. The book is not without its flaws, 
however minor. Major does tend to ask unhelpful or unanswerable 
questions of his texts, for example, whether geographic exiles experi-
enced the themes of cavalier displacement more deeply than those left 
in England, or else whether there is a poetics and politics of internal 
exile in this period (an odd question to ask in a chapter of that title). 
Thankfully, Major often leaves these questions once he enters into 
his nuanced analyses of these complex and various reactions to the 
experience of defeat.

Writings of Exile in the English Revolution and Restoration is an 
impressive study of the exiles that numerous Englishmen and women 
underwent, one that scholars of the seventeenth century will find 
valuable for its close and nuanced investigation of lesser-studied texts 
and authors. In it, Philip Major has gone a long way toward filling the 
gaps in the literary historical record, gaps that are often occasioned 
by defeat and banishment.

Alice Dailey. The English Martyr from Reformation to Revolution. Notre 
Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 2012. xv + 332 pp. 
$38.00. Review by jonathan wright, durham university.

Early in her book, Alice Dailey announces that “martyrdom is 
not a death but a story that gets written about a death” (2). This, one 
imagines, would have come as a surprise to those who perished for 
their religious beliefs during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, 
but behind the bold statement there is a sound point: the perception 
of martyrdom is hugely influenced by how it is reported. A more 
sober summation might have been that martyrology is not the same 
thing as the actual event of martyrdom. Or, as Dailey puts it, that 
“martyrology mediates historical events through literary form” (5).

The main task of this impressive volume is to trace the continuities 
and discrepancies between medieval and early-modern conceptions 
of martyrdom: to examine how “the unruly exigencies of history” 
(2) influenced, disrupted and transformed the genre of martyrology. 
Dailey begins with an insightful summary of the medieval inheritance, 
focusing on two main sources: the hugely influential Golden Legend 




