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o, fdmiral, T do not agree.®

Kl

The Surgeon-General fought to control his exasperation, but it showed
clearly in the studiled quietness with which he spoke., "It has been clearly
establighed that well-adjusted introverts are betiter suited to Starship 1ife
than mogt of the more blatantly extrovert types. They are better suited o
Starbasge life — especially those bages sited on plgﬁg%s rather than those setb
on artifiecial structures,..insofar ag they are sulted to Jtarfleet life at ali.m

0k, come now, Doctor.®  Adwmiral Fitzgerald knew that the Surgeon-General
preferred that title to his rank. YYou can't deny that & few extroverts sevve
to liven up a dull rec room.%

"Hure -~ 1f there's snyone in it except Those same extroverts,” Dr. Tokoto
muttered, o note of cyniclsm in hig voice that Fitzgerald either failed to
catch or chose not to notice.

Well, then,"™ he said cheerfully, "I vepeat my proposal that we no longer
assign personnel of marked extrovert characteristics to Starbases, regardless of
their attainmenis, but assign all personnel graduating from the Academy to posts
on Htarbases or Starships depending on their qualifications. We have, in my
opiniocn, heen prejudiced agzinst extroverts in Starfleet for far too long, on
the bagis of a generalised pwychologists's recommandation dating back almost '
three hundred vears. It is time we realised that we are iliving in the twenty-~
third century, gentlemen, not the twentieth.?

There was o murour of general agreement. Looking round, Dr. Tokoto reslised
that he was in & winority of one, and gave a resigned shrug., ven here in the
upper ecnelons of Siarfleet, people could be moved by emotional wrather than
raticonal argument, and he paused to regret yet again the death of the Vulcan
Admiral 9t'lar, his friend and sure ally in matters reguiring logical thought,
If St'ler had even been revlaced by another Vulcan...but ne, the space in the
ranks of Starfleet Command had been filled by the Tellarite Vik, an intelligent
and capable being but too prone to be swayed by emoitlcnal considerations., Zut
then, he mused, that was a common failing of the Tellarites.,.. Just who was
responsible for this current idioccy Mitzgerald wag dropping in their Taps, he
wondaered, with a strong suspicion that someone, somewhere, wag pulling renk for
personal considerations,

GVery well," Tokoto conceded. "But may I make one lagt plea for whnt I
consider senity? Make this decision experimental, limited to one Siazrship, fox
a periscd of at least a year,. and then reconsider on the basis of that crew's

performance and adjustment to the new gituation at that time.®

Fitzgerald looked round the others.s Tokoto added, coaxingly, It would be
foolhardly, surely, to made a decision that goes against all psychological
recommendations without leaving an 'escape clause' ~ in case it proves that the
payehologlasts of the past were correct.?

Biree ghips out of the twelve Starships,® Afdmiral Komack, Filtzgersld's
chief vival for the chairmanship of the (ommand meetings, suggested. “One wight
be ingufficient for an asccurate assessment. Shall we say the next three to
requive replacement crewt!

Tokoto made a face — bad enough Lo have one ship's efficlency rating under
risk, but thres was st1ll better than the entire Starship Fleet. #ALl right,
three thips,Y he sgreed, glad that the rivalry between the two most senior
Admirals was leading Komack to side with him, however reluctantly, and knowing
that hig reluctance to accept even this compromise was clearly audible.

witzgerald loocked round, ignoring the tone of Tokoto's agreement, and
apparently well enough pleased to accept the compromise himselfs HWill asgreed?

fwcellent. Now we musgt consider a petition from Peta Draconils Va..-
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Ceptain James T. Kirk made a face as he watched the tape containing his new
orders, It was the sord of mission he detested - semi-diplomatic, carvylng
representatives of a world anxious to learn more sbout the Federation to & wmeete
ing of Tthe figh Council. Such a mission was fraught with pitfalls, and since
the Babel migsion in particular, permanently nerve-racking. The Klingons would,
he ¥new, do sveryihing in their power to prevent further expansion of the U,R.F.

Spock watched the expressgive face with some amusement - well~concealed, of !
course. It was a constant sourse of refreshment to him -~ even in the privecy of
his own thoughts he denied that it was a source of amusemnent -~ to watch the
changing and ch-so-revealing expressions on his friend's face.

Resiznation - he had learned most of his now-extensive undersianding of
Homan facial expressions from Kirk -~ replaced the annoyance-indignation-disguste-
frustration flicking in rapid succession over the Captaints face as he sighed
wearily.

What do we know about the Ubarrak, Spockt®

Wery little.™ Spock paused briefly, considering. "They are of course
humanoid =and are thought o be of canine degcent. Their appearance concurss
they still possess Tails, and the angle at which the tail is held signifies
their nosition in their culture ~ their rank, if you prefer. Our lack of tails
to indicate our...degree of pride...will be a handiecap in our dealings with thems ?
they will possibly be inelined 4o consider us as as subordinate as those of their
own race vhoge talls are carried low, Thelr mouths and vocal cords ave incapable

of forming any Federation language, and for the same reason, no race in the

Federation can master thelr langusge; translators will therefore have to be in

-

uge at zll times,”

Zixk wade another face. "I don't like being coupletely dependent on
transiators,” he commented. "You losge 400 many shades of meaning.®

"You can do that even when both languages are spoken fluently, since diff-
erent roces usually have different concepts, different hases for thousht,® Spock
replied evenly. "Too many abstract concepts are just that -~ abstract, and depend
on the race's ethos, its views on honesty, morality, strength or weakness - all
of these are subjective, Fven I = I gpeak both Terran and Vulcan fluently, was
trained in hoth from infancy although T spoke wmostly Vulcan until I joined the
Interprige. I do not properly understand wmany Terran colloguialisms - 28 s
teacher, my wolther spoks proverly grammatical Perran,..and I would find it
gxtrenely difficult at times to transiste completely accurately from one lang-
vage to the other, retaining all the shades of meaning. I menage from day to day
becauge I can think in both languages.™

iak nodded, accepting the covment. "I suppose they will have the intell-
igence to wealise that little problem. About the tails — we'll just have to hope
that they will accept rank ingignia in lieu of teils carried high. It they'rve
already in contect with the Federation they wust know wetre all tail--lesg." e
sighed, 97 wish ~ oh, how I wish ~ that they'd let us get on with purely
exploratory workl! T

Hihis ghip is too successful, Jim," Spock said sympathetically, responding
to the wigtful note in Xirk's voice. "Were we less successful, we might indeed
he permitied to concentrate on exploration. TUnless you with the Interprise to
lose her repubtation as an extremely efficient vessel, you must accept these
little inconveniences. ™

Writtiel  pespite himgelf, Kirk lsughed. "Yes, I suppose they are. Trust
vou to put things into perspective, my friend.®

N T T T O LA T N E N
e R N e L Tt



L]

stemember,” Sgrral cautioned his underlings. ™Mo member of any Federsiicn
tribe nossegses o tail.® 4 pleture flzshed onto the screen in front of him,
#This pattern worn on the sleeves »f Starship uniforms indicates the Captain.
He is the ssnior officer on the ship we will be travelling on, and commands all
the others.Y The plcture changed., "This pattern indicates the Captoin's
imnediate subordinates ~ if the Caplain is eguivalent to we, his ilmmediate

subordinates are of rank eguivalent to Vrrak.m

There was a murmur of acknowledgement from the assembled Ubarrak. HHowever,
as I understand it, there is some degree of responsibillity carried hy certsin of
thoge wearing this patiern that the others do not possess. Among themselves,
those of the Pedsration uwnderstand this and who possess that respongibility. It
will probably be best if we assume that all those wearing this pattern are of
egual status. The next pattern - " a third patitern flaghed onto the screen ~
iz more complex, T understznd there is a considerable disparity in statug anong
the wearers of this patiern. Some have wuch authority over even the others who
wear this symbols they are, in fact; in the position of Secretaries guch
Rrorval ~ nt least, that ig the nearest I can come to understanding it. We must
be careful not to offend, You understand, it would be easy o give offence with~
out intending to, without even realising that we were giving it. The ship coming
for ug will be crewed predowminantly by Humens, I uwnderstand. Their facial
expressions tell what they are thinking, for those who can read such expressions.
Thig - % another picture - " is a gmile., It varies in degree from a slight up-
ward curling of the mouth at the corners to a parting of the lips such as this,
which cleosely resenbleg a snarl. It indicates plessure.”

Ac]

Brrbrr, a pervous Junior Secretary whose tail was carried permamently between
her less, shivered. Sgrral noticed the shiver, and wondered if it was nct too
late to weplace her. But he knew that it was. This group had been selected as
the wmost suitable for the mission, and Brrbrr's knowledge of Terran — she could
read 1t fluently although it was impossible for her to speak it ~ might be of
considerable lmportance. It was a pity her attainment had not dwproved her
gelfwconfidenca. FHe liked his underlings to show prover respect, but not to the
degree of Hrrbrrts fawning cobseguiousness. Forbtunately, the Terrans would not
realise how extrewe her attitude was. He would have preferred a male 'inter-
pretert - but ro wale had had Brrbrre's ability with Tevran., She wes a nere
schoolginl, too, barely adolescent...

locked round, MAre there any guestions?h

oo all Terrans carry one of these patterned marks on thelr sleeves? Drakk,
hig Advisger's Undervgecretary asked.

T understand there are some who do not,” he =ald.  “"These are of the lowest
rank, but sin, there asre degrees of genlority, I believe the word is. You can-
not asswne that because a Terran carrvies no patiern on his sleeve, that he is
completoly subordinate. It might be hest to assume that the lowest ranking of
then iz egual at least to an Indersecretaxy.’ Sgrral knew that Drekl was :
inclined to bully those subordinate to him, and he did not believe thoet a Star-
ship Cavptain would take kindly o one of his more subordinate visitors fxying to
bully aay of hig crew, "In addition, once we are off the Starship, we will be
unable to depend on vigual indications of geniority, and I have no infommation
on how we will ba able to identify ranik.”

tvipat we mix with these Terrans?! Rroveal asked.

BTE i probably unnecessary, yet it would be an ideal opportunity for uve to
chserve menbers of the FPederation in thely everyday lives, I make no orders on
thig. TIf you wish to socialise with them, I see no harmy if you prefer to
devote yolxr time to working on our presentation to ths Federation High Council,
vou are st Liberty To do so.0 '

grovreal subsided, his tail drocping slightly. Mo, the wily old dog had
made no order, but Rrovral knsw well enough that the presentation had already
been thoroughly gone over by the top Ubar government officials and it would
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certainly be counted presumpticus for any mere secretary to go over it as if it
had been complled by a Junlor Sscretary like DRrrbrr.

Seeval looked round agein,  "ire there any more questions?®

Thers viere noneg, and the Ubar Awbassador growled with satisfaction. “Vary
well., You are sure you all remember the pattermns? Drakken

“he Capteln wezrs two bands with 2 broken band between them, His ilmned-
iate subordinates wear two bands. The next rank carries one band, but thare wmay
he some of thewm who are senicr to the others, with nothing to indicate wihich the
they are.t

“Very good.  You will meet here at dawn tomorrow. Dismissed.®

The Uharrak diplomatic group walted politely until Sgrral had left, then
headed towards the door in strict crder of wank. At last only Drakk and Brrbrr
were left, Ohe watched the Undersecretary nervously as he approached her. His
ears pricked thoughtfully as he studied her. "You are going to be nice to me on
this trdo, 2ren't you, my dear? he asked sweetly, but with an underione of
menace in hig volce. She shuddered at it, but forced herself to say,

"ou are already maited. Vhat will your mate say??

Teskls srowled softly, deep in his threat. "She will not dare say anything,
my dear, Indeed, she will prohably be happy that I have not desirsed her to
accompany me, as I could have done. You see, I knew you would be there, uy dear
- and you do want to be nice to me..edon't youltt

she Jlooked 2% him, eyes hright with fear, dhen, forgetiing his x»izht as a
more dominant Thar to prscede herw, she turned and darted out of the woou.

Ho followed slowly, tongue lolling out in avatistic satisfaction. As he
resched the stairs, he closed hig mouth politely, well aware that if he was seen
indulging such animal beheviour he would, even at this lete date, be removed from
the Ambassadorial party. And that would never do.

fie had his own plans for the future - and they Jid nol entirely coincide
ra !

with

=
Fre & 8

Hielcome aboard the Enterprise, Ambagsador.” James Kirk made no attempt o
pronovnce the Ubar Ambassador's name even although he knew the translator would
correct any wminor errors in his pronounciation,

ivou heonour us, Capbsind Sgrral knew that the 'itsound in the Captain's
name would be unpronounciabley he also chose to omit the name.

Wihig is wmy Plest Officer, ¥r. Woodsy Chief Medical Officer, Nr. Meloys
Selence OfTicer Spocksy Chief Fngineer Scott." Xirk had debated including Sulu,
Chekov and Uhura, but had decided not to = it would be difficult enough foxr the
Ubarrak to remember the five of them zpart -~ well, the four of thewm if Spock's
ears could he tsken as an identifying feature. He knew that he wag going to
find it Aifficult to tell the Ubarrak apart, although the Ambassador was
digtinguighed by a touch of grey round the muzmzle.

rrel turned to his party. "My Adviser, Vrrak," he introduced., "ilso
Brovrel, Chiel Jecretary.”

[
O

Kirk inclined his head politely, wondering if the Ubarrak wovld recognlse
the dntent behind the gesture. Two pairs of ears pricked forward, and Kirk
groaned silea®tly. Mol thet he hadn't experienced this problem befcre; umost
greetings sre stylised by custom going so far back that no anthropelogist could
even begln to trace their ovigina. The Ubarrak's stylised greetings, hovever,
were dictated by the use of muscles which in Fumens had atrophied into complete
disuse, if indeed they had ever existed.

e, Wood will show you to your auarters, sir," Kirk contiamed, “while I
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take the ship out of orbit., T will bhe available to take vou on a tour of the
ghip, 1f vou wish one, an hour from now."

"1 owould indeed be interested to see around your ship," Sgrral said. %Is
welcome, ¥

Uh~~oh, & phrase the translators had fallen down on, giving the closest
meaning they couvld to the spoken words, -

RIE you ‘would come this way, gentlemen,™ Wood said.

Wirk wetched them go, slightly disturbed hy the way that the last member of
the party to leave carried hig tall between his legsg. It was some time before
he discovered that several of the party were females.

He entered the bridze and stopped dea. "What the - What the devil is
cauging that smell?H

e
E

g don't know, sir," Sulu replied ag he roge from the comnmand chaiv. Flt's
coming frowm life support, but they can't discover what's causing it.©

“Ttts like suvlphuretted hydrogen,'" Lt. Seval put in from the sclence consgole.

2

B4 good old-fashioned stink bomb,'" Kirk translated. "Can't Life Suppoxrt do
anything <o clear it”"

"They say not, sir - they say thelr circults are clear.t

“Well, we can't work in this stench. Chekov, Seval, Thura, go down to
suxiliaxy Contreol and take cover from there. fFhe rest of us will Join vou as
soon 28 you've secured your positions.t

“hyes siv.™  The three retreated thankfully.

When the report came through that Auxiliary Control was operative, Kirlk,
with a gigh of weliefl, gave the order to vacate the Bridge. He let ths others go
on, and turned off, headed for Tife Support. There, he found everyone checking
and double~checking thelr consoles. It was & scene of activity that should have
gladdenad any irate commander's heart, but it did nothing for Kirk's temper.

o)

6. Frohasks came over to him. #I'm sorry, sir, there's nothing to indicatbe
where thet swmaell wight be coming from. And we can't clear it until we find the
SOUTCE, " :

Thren Tlsuggest you stop checking those consoles and txy checking out the
various asccassg links in the system,” Hirk sald with deceptive guiet. ¥e was just
beginning to vealige that they must have o pracrical Joker aboard, and he didn't
like the thought. There was no placse on his ghiy for someone so irresponsible,
and when he discovered which of the new crevnembers wag the guilty varty...
iuming, he headed for Auxiliary.

The hour that he had mentioned to the Ubar Awbassador was nearly un bafors
Prohoska reported o him that the stink bombh had hesn found. Tt had becn vlanted

%

in the lost sccess link before the fridsze, and was 2 glow=working kind, desigsned
to emit fumes over a perlod of some hours. There was no indication of who had
planted 1t, Kirk was not surprised.

Ee glanced round the command craw. "Well, that'z the stink bomb found, but
Tife Suonport haven't cleared the air in the bridge yvel. Once they report they
have, you opn 20 back there, If I'm wanted, I'1l bhe showing the Ubar jmbassador
round the ship He pausad at the turbelift door. 'Mre Sulu, you have the con.®

“hava, sir.d

Feo found Spock walting in the corridor agsigned to the Ubarrek delepation,
and pansed. “You wanted somathing, ¥Fr. SpockT?

Wiaptain, should you warn the fmbazssador that somecne aboard the nterprige
has a sense of bhumour that is warped, even for a HumanTh
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Hinven for a Human? Prejudiced, Spock?™

ain, you must gdmit that the Muman sense of humour is freguently some-
wnar...blabrfc.

Yiall, yes, I suppose it is. As for warning the Ubarrak...I hadn't thought
of it. Do you rezlly consider it necessary?

5T am not sure. I have no doubt that in time we will discover who among the
new crevmonbers hag a psnchant for causging unpleasant smells, but until that
happens, he could easily make a considerable nuisance of himself.n

"T've heen trying not to think of thait, I don't think 171l say anything to
Slgral Just yeh...but neanwhile, why don't you have a word with McCoyt? Go over
the psych profiles of all the new crew, see if any of them show anything out of
the ordinaxy.Y

Wery well, Captain,”

¥irk watched the Vulcan disappear round s bend in the corridor, then buzzed
at Sgrralls door.

Spoclk found McCoy already deen in an investigaetion of psycholeogical profiles.

<

wy a8 the Solenos Officer entered. "YVes, Spock. What can I do for

1

Ze glonced
1

#¥ou seent to have begun already. You heard about the incident on the hridget!

-

"By now I reckon everyone has.®
TWihs  person responsible wust be one of the new crevmembers.®

MeCoy noedded.  "IL seems fairly obvicus. But - 7 he indicated the profiles
he had been studying ~ "nothing here shows any he ndoncy towards prectical joking.
Twe of the men show a higher extrovert roting than I'wm happy about - Il've always
wnderatood that blatant extroverts were always assigned to Starbases where 1t was
easier for everyone else to get away from them., 1 mesn, Jim's bete noizw
Fimnegan at the Academy - I did some checking up on him, and he vas asggl
Starbose 17, althousli from his reatings othevwise he'd have made a top engineer.
Put neither of these fellas shows any inclination towsrds practical joking. Tight
enough, 1 think 1've spoitted them -~ they were doing a 'funny men' aoL in the rec
room & couple of nights ago, and give them their due, they were good; exhibit-
ionigts, aaybe, tut they seemed to want to be the life and soul of the npanty
rather than snesk jokers. This boy looks more like someone that gets his kicks
out of imowing he's causing@iechief, even though nobody else knows itts him,*

mead o

Spock considered the statement. "Mischief?™ he queried,

“ag, A stink bomb is & nuisance, an inconvenience, but hardly dengercus -~
at leagt, wader norm 1 circumetances, though T ghudder to think what the cone
gequencaes would have been 1T an smergency had arisen while Jim was moving command
to Avxiliary COntxol. It's o schoolboy type 'Jjoke'...maybe I should be looking

for gims of i1mmeturity.®

“he Capbein would certainly be gratified if you could discover anything
definite, Doctor. Is there anything I can do to assist you?®

¥iclloy shook his head. "I don't think se, Spock, thanks. How can I tell you
what to look for when I don't know wyself?" He sighed. "It's tyrpical, you know.
TF weld picked up twe or three new crew, it would have been easier fto pinpoint
one of them: but did we pick up two or three? No. We plcked up twenby~sevens
thatts how many we plcked up. And weres any of those twenty-seven assigned to
Tife Sciences, the most obvicus one to check out for this particular 'joke'y Mo
This lad's cunming, Spock.™

guock Trowned slightly. I believe T can follow your logic = for once.
You think that any future tricks he perpetrates will be almed at places where it
will be difficult to assign blame, so that he can remsin 'lost in the crowd ¥




4T could almost guarantee it.©
“Fevel and I could meld with all the new crew members - 7 Spock beman,

STIT we cant't find him any other way, we might hove to take you uv on that,?

MeCoy said. "Put T wouldn't ask it of you just yei, Svock, and I'm sure Jim
wouldn't either. Tt's not as if he was endangering the ghip.n

They vere.interrupted by the door opening. Kirk entered, escorbing four
Ubarrak - the grey-muzzled Sgrral, one that Spock decided was Vrerak - his facigl
hair seemed fractionslly lighiter than most, Spock thought — and two whoe had
certainly bheen in the group who had not beeéen introduced. Sgrral's tail was
carried high, almest at vight angles to his bodys; Vrrak's aimest as high, The
other two were held low = certainly lower, Spock decided, than Rrovrealls had
been, and he wondered why these two should be included in the tour when Hrovral
wag not, Later he discovered that theme were the mates of Sgrral and Veraky of
low status, asz all females were, but grented certaln privileges because of the
high rank of their mates.

¥ieOoy moved across to greet them politely and Spock dropped back beside
¥irk while the Doctor explained as concisely as he could the pugpose of the
diagnostic beds.

In o low voice he repeated the gist of his conversaiilon with McCoy, and
Kirk frowned.

ety right aboul one thing, Spock = T won't let you or Seval meld with all
those veovle unless there's no alternative and the safety of the ship iz el stake."
He thought for a moment. "I wonder 1f ons of his exitroverts is still the joker,
carrying out & double hluff?v

fiietd
1

him that nobody does.”

o up, getting himself noticed...so that it's so cobvious to suspect

Spock comsidered the explanation. PHumans can be very devicus atl times,?
e sighed.

"1 fhink the best thing to de right now is - apparently - ignore it, FHe'll
know he ceused some troubhle, of course ~ thai's unavoidable - wut & practical
joker gets half of his fun ovt of the furore he causes. ot gelting any
officizl notice would he quite galling to him, And we'll continue to ignowe his
little wes in the hope of drawing him out, encouraging him %o be Just = little
careless,”

fiind AT he vlays some trick on the Ubarrak, Captain®h

inhnt could be awkward. If that hapvens, I111 throw the book at the
entirs cvew ~ ves, T know that's unfalr, but crew reaction would be so obvicusly
against him that I think he would get the message. ind the Ubarrvak would be
appeased ~ &t the moment that's the most lmportant point.”

FoGoy returned the visitors to Kirk, who ushered thewm towards the door. 4s
they went, Sgrral said, YIs welcome, Doctor.® :

Lo the party left, MeCoy glanced at gpock. ™what would you say that

B

Suock's evebrow lifted. UL assume he meant to say 'Thank you'.w

1
>
3
e

T 4 Brrbre's room with a ssetisfied swirk on his face., The young,
terrified Junior had indeed 'been nice to him' and ber unwillingness bad added
splee to his pleasure.

e Turned a corner and almost bumped into a Human crewman busily occuvied
with = brush oubtside Sgrral's door. The Fuman Jumped, alwost unduly startled,

b




Drakk remembered his orders. It would do no harm to adhere to then - for
the moment.

apologies,™ he sald, albelt ungraciously.
0h, thatts all right. I didn't expect to see anyone around thig late.®

It was difficult to detect tones of woice in the even, translated voice,
but Drakk's sensitive ears could find no trace of embarrassment in the Human
velce. fYou arve working late,” he commented, only mildly curious since it seemed
the men had the rizht to be there.

“Wes, there are some Jobs that have to be done during ship's night, like
thig pednting cne. I thought your party would all have been asleep by now,”

Drakk allowed a note of amusement to creep into his voice, HNot all of us
are accompanied by our wates. And 1f a young and pretty Junior is willing..."
He allcwed his voice to trail off suggestively.

fhe ruman bered his teeth in the snarl that Ssrral had szid denoted amuse-
ment. Wou'lve been enjoying yourself?" the Human sgked. "He, now, I find & hit
of 2 fight adds spice. Makes we feel more dominant, like; more of a man,®

-

Dwelkls decided that this Human - he wore no pattern on his sleever - must be
of low statug, yvet arhbitious. "How long have you bheen on this shipyy hs asked.
The angwer wight be quite informative, give him some insight inte these Humans.

0k, Itw newly qualified - T joined the ship two or three wecks ago.d
30 you ave still guite young?

Witm bwenty three.? This time he sounded defensively insulted.
Twenty bthree? fHwenty three was...alnost revered ancient! But..,
ivhat ig the Human life span?™ he asked shrewdly,

SHundred to mndred and twenty.®

the Iy compasiron, he would be perhaps four by Ubar standards. Fewly adult,
like Dyakk himgelf. So - Humans, llke Ubarrvak, had a status hierarchy that went
by age as well as strength.

~

Lo half plan wes dawning in his wind. It would do no harw to cultivate this
young uman... “So long?™" he asked as if awed. ind indeed, he was slightly awed.
A hundred... That was practically iwmmortality!

The fhamzn stared at him., "How long do your people live, then?' he aslaed.

e Ambogsador ds twenty five, and he is very old. He ghould have retired
almost 2 year ago, but he refuses to adwit hig sge. I wouldn't expect him to
live for more than another few months."

Stwenty five " the Human whispered. "We've barely fully guslifiod then!
How old aras youtH

ST oam aearly four years old," Drakk told bhiwm.

The Yuman had heord ship's gogsip that the Uharrak were of canine descent.
Lpparently thisg extended ~ approximately ~ to their 1ife spans, four to five
times less thon Human, Amazing how superior it made him feel. The Ubar seemed
friendly, too; wmemories of the Pirst Officer's general lecture on how they
gshould behave towards thelr passengers flaghed through his mind, and in the same
moment he dismissed them as so much diplomatic hot air. Thig Ubar wag like a
friendly dog - by God, 1% would make the Capiain and Pirst (fficer sit up if he
was seen golng around with one of then! jAnd that blasted Science Officer, toc...

Syhat 'ty your name?" Je asked.
Thrakk. What's yourg?h

"oives, fnslgn Carlos Rivas.® He shrugged. "1 haven't been assigned to

gy
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a department yet - for the moment I'm gtill in the Maintenance squad. 1'm hoping
to gelt into Iife Support.?

Bahe I am an Undersecretary. 1t 18 a good position, and one day I will be
in line foxr an Ambassadorship.” No need to mention that at his age he should
gtill be a Junicr Secretary. He had been...fortunate., "0 course, until now 21l
our /imbagsadors have heen Invelved only in intra-planet diplomacys it would be
good to be imbassador for Ubarr on another world.®

“Yaph, T know what you mean. I could have got work on ®arth no bother, and
with a lot less effort than getting through Starfleet Academy =~ even though T
didn't gpecialise in anything there. The ones who speclalise have %o do an extra
year, scuaetines even Two. Tut I wanted to get off Harth, see =z bit more of the
Universge.©

Trakle yewned cavernously. He had had a long day, and so much had been
happening that he had misged his mid-afternoon naps bed was beginmming te seen
nest attrective. Y1 regret, friend Rivas - I have had a busy day, end 1 grow

weary. pmowever, I would like to talk with you agein - I think we have many
opinicons we could exchange to our mutual bhenefit, VWhen can I see you agsain?h

Well, T'moon night duty,™ Rivas sald, 1 come off duty 0700 hours tomorvow
morning. Sowe of the fellows on night duby stay up then, go to bed in the early
efternoon, and gzet up in time to go on duty asain. Me, I prefer fo go to bed
then, get up mid-afternoon and have some off-duty time when I'm wide aswske. I'm
free till 2100 hourg.?

Sihereas I will be attending to wy duties until..." Drakk hesitated while
he converied Thar tiwme fo shiv's time..."1800 hours.™

A

say we meet up at 1900 hours, then, in rec roowm three?" It wag the bhizgest
of the rec rooms, the cne where he would be wost neticed. ¥Thattd give you
time to eal.h

Tzkk sniffed carefully, committing the Human's scént to memory. 1900 hours
in zec room three,” he repeated. He knew he would stand no chance of remembering
the man from his appearance, and suspected that the opposite might weil also be
true. However, desplie Sgrral's implied order that they fraternise with the
fumans, 1t wos uwnlikely that any other of the Ubarrak would he entering wrec room
three »t the exact same time; Rivas would have no proeblem in recosniging him.

It was with a certain feeling of self-satisfaction that Drakk entewed his
cabin. FHe would be seen to be obeying Sgrral's 'order! while at the same tine
nossivly advencing his own esmbition...

aives pointed on.  Monotony, relieved for a few moments while he gpoke o
Draklk, wset in ageing  the insign began to ponder ways of relleving 1t once more.

“he exposure was bremendous, the surface greasy and treachercus., Xixk was
just resching for the vital handhold when an alarm bell sounded, me o hiwm Jump.
He Felt big balence going, and grabbed wildly at the rock face for sowmething to
permit him to retain it just as the alarm sounded again.

.2
g

time he identified it, and resched, suddenly wide awaske and with heaxt
heating wildly, for the intercom. "Kirk here.®

Sanlu hoewe, Captein.  Sir, T just passed the Ubarrak's cabins on wy way to
the bridge, =znd scmecne has painted 'Geod deogt' cn all  their doors.”

Wirk drer a deep breath, That bloody practical jokerl Luckily 1L wes -
unliksly that any of the Ubarrak would be able to understand the words, hut the
sooner they vere obliterated again, the better. "Gebt somecone from Felntenznce
down rizht away to peint it out," he crdered grimly.

“Wan, sir,’  The intercom went dead.

wivk panched 1t again.  PRirk to Wood.®
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There vas hardly any delay., "Jood here, Captain.'

Prrd like o word with you in my quarters in five minutes.®

Ceptaina”

By the time Yood appeared, Kirk had weshed. Fe was pulling his panis on as
he said, "ur jokert's struck again, Mr. Yood."

e hoag?Y Wood frowned.

- gove him the details as he finished dressing, and the First Officer
thou for a2 wmoment. "I think Vaintenance is working in that part of the ship
at the momemt,” he offered.

The Captain grunted, and returned to the intercom. "Maintenance," he said.
There weg a short delay. "Haintenance - Lt. Frew, here,®

“hieutenant, what work is currently being done in the region of pdeck 5,
cabing 9 -~ 1877

Thle being painted during the graveyard shifi, sir ~ sorry, [ mean third
watch, ™

¥irk allowed a touch of amusement to tinge hie volce. "I a0 mwags of the
term, Lieutensnt - I've served my share of duty on it., Can you tell me who was
working there last night " TDe knew Frew would be just on duty.

Hrusgt 2 mowent, Captain, and 1'11 check the roster... Insign Bives, sir.”

Hhank vou, Iieutenant.® He glanced at his chronometer. "insizn Fivas

will be off . duty now,” he wuttered to Wood, who nodded, "I['d like a word with
¥Mr. Rivag as soon ag pogelible, Mr. Frew," he wenbtHon,

e vesunlly gmoes gbraight to bed, sir,” ivew told him, and he nodded.
Some men did, he knew,

Yin thot cage I won't disturb him. But I'd like fo see him 28 soon ag
he comes,on duty agmln.”

#1111 Leave word for nim, alr,©

filicked off the intercom. “I would doubt that Rivas is the
he geid, half to himself. "It!'s too obvious. But he ghould be W”Iﬂﬁd
ave paintpots lying around where anyone else can get hold of them,

party,”
not to le

J

Mr. Divas is one of our nev crew members
e Fhough from what T have:ﬁeen of him, he appears to be o ge LuLDlE

"oome to think of it, Captain,
Wood sal
man.®

¥Kirk gisred at him "ot one of PeCoy's pair of extrovertsth he asiced
anxilous Wy.

Wiio, sir. They are both sssigned to engineering,t

Ag it happened, Wivas had not yet gone of f duty, but had been promptly
as%iwnen by L. Coupar, gt before he went off duty, to paint over the of fending
slogans. e did so with bitterness in his heart, knowing that Coupar suspected
him of having painted them on in the first place.

Whnen he returned bto Maintenance with the paintpot, ¥Frew infercepted nim.
“the very person! Rivas, the Captain wants to see you.!
i te was already half an hour into overtime for which he would

,

credit, he knewy; 1t was Just hard luck 1f someone's watch over-ran.

HYeg, now -+ and he didn't sound too pleased, either.®

A qi:%ed. ¥o, the Cantskn probably wouldn't be too pleased - even
though the s an hadn't been insulting and the aliens probably wouldn't have

bheen able o rumd it anywnya
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Te buzzed st the Captaints door reluctantly, and obeyed the brisk TCowmsi!
that replicd to 1%,

fhe Capitain was not alone; he wag checking over something with the Helence
Officers Rivag shivered. Mot that he had anything sgainst Vulcans, exactly...
but they leoked at you ag if they could gee right into your head,; could detect
every thoughit...ond he had alresdy clasghed once with Spock over a Job that the
Yulcan claimed hie had skimped. fnd he hadn't = he had just...cut a Tew corners
while he wag doing 1.

HFivaes pulled himself to attention before the desk. "Insign Hives, siz.®
1 &5 ?

¥irk nodded., 'insign, you were painting in Deck 5 last night.®
“Ye39 slrdt
id you see anyone while you were worlking?®

Winly one of the Ubarrsk, sir. He had bheen visiting one of the cthers - one
of the females - and was on his way back to his cabin.?

T osee.  Jnd wvhen you finighed the job, what did you do?®
1 took the paintpot and brush back o Maintenance, sir.®
Shbhout what time would that be?®

fivag badn't really pald that wuch attention. "i'm not sure, six. About
holf way throuah the watch,v

Hirk nodded, fVery well, Tnsign. That ig all.w
Wihank you, sir.!  Rivas left smartly.
Tirk gamed at the closed deor. "hat do you think?®

BT don't kmow," Spock replied slowly. "I have seen him hefore - I caught
him performing an inadequate cleaning assignment in the scilence lab some ten days
ago - & guantity of corrogive fluid had been dropped accidentally. e was, T
conglder, not best pleased 2t being supervised while he re~did the entire task.n

The Captaln grinmed, "T bet he wasn't," he sald, even as he thouﬁhb, Thank

heaven you spotted him, my friend. "Wood thinks he seems a sensible wan," ha
Said, nalf Provocatively.

T do not.e I do not think he appreciated the danger even after I pointed it
out to hiwm," 3pock saldidrily.

Wich would make him too unimaginative %o be our practical joker," Kirk

3pock congldered. "hoes o practical joker have much imagination: i

“henends on the scope of his pranks. Some practical Jokes are quite clever
-~ loocked at objectively,.m

spock merely gmanted,

Tirkls hopes of a guiet twip, already low hecauvse of the practical jokes,
died completely the next morning when VeCoy reported to hiwm that he hsd just been
called to Vrrak's cabin by the Ambassador, who had been called by the Advisex's
mate. Yrralk was dead: a heart attack, Tt wasg not, his mate admitted, entirely
unexpected; Vrrak had had two heart attacks in the previous year hut had bsen
passed as it for this assignment by his doctor. However, he had not felt well
when he went to bed; and he had been dead when she woke in the moming. cloy
had hed time for a gulck examination, and had confirmed what she knews
heart had been unable to stand the strain or the excitement of this as

HTber that, Kirk thouvght, things could only get Letter.

The next two days passed uneventfully. The remaining Ubarrak seecned ©to he
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anxious ho mix with the Interprise perysonnels Wirk, not entirely willingly, found
himgelf being epproached constantly by Sgrral. The Ambassadeor's guesitions were
intelligent, the Ubar clearly wanting to discover more about the fedemstion and
its workings than he night do from the diplomats officially represeniing i, but
it cut into Wirk's precious free time to an enormous extent. Whenever nogsible,
Spock joinmed them and freguently directed Sgrral's quesiions towards himself, so
that Kirk had little to do save sit with them, listening and putiing in the odd
word, but it was ilwpossible for him to relax cowpletely,

Wood, who might have helped him, seemed oblivious of the demands the Ubar
fmbassador was wmaking on  the Capiain. Indeed, Spock was doing much of Wood's
gocial duty while the Pirst Officer sat in & small group composed of Ingign Rivas,
msign Cerbah Trowm ingineering, Lieutenants Zmuds and Lester from Security,
Yecman Schumacher and one of the Ubarrak -~ one of the more Jjunior ocnes, to judge
from ths lowish angle of the tail, All were wvelatively new crew, Kirk noted
subcongeicously, and frowned slightly, It wasn't necessarily bhad for discipline
for the comnsnd crew to be on friendly terms with the juniors, but it wesn't all
that sood either ..especlially considering what he already knew about Rivas. He
mest remember to ask Scotty and Security Chief Baillie about Cerbah, Zuuds and
Lester. Schunacher he knew as a congcelentious encugh but rather woolly-headed
girl who wasn't Llikely to make any serious mistakes but would never be good
enough for promotion either. She seemed to be making a play for Cerbah, who was
certainly handgome encugh, but who seemed to have little interest in her. Lester

was good-looking in 2 brittle sort of way: Yood seemed to be paying her pari-
icular attention, and she did not seem tc be averse to it. Just as long as she
didn't take advantoge... 5

Thura had taken ancother Ubar under her wing - the rather delicately-built
cne with a t2il carried go low that it was held curled hetween its owner's legs,.
Thurs, seened to be carrying most of the conversation, too.

girk commented on it to Uhure on the second day. The Communications Officer
frowned.

Wen, Oantain, I'wm net happy about the situstion there. Brrbrr ig very
young, even by Ubar standards -~ Jjust a teevager. She's been pushed into = job
she's not mature enough to handle because she hag a rare gift for learning lang-
usges, Hie rveads Terran perfectly. Bult she doesn't have any soclal avareness -
her entire-life has been one of study...at lespst gince her gift was discovered.
Ubarrak feasles have only recently been emancivated -~ her mother's generation...
welly 1t was unthinkable for a properly-~brouvght-up female to work, and it's only
been in the last five years of =o that there have been changes. 0Of course, in
our texws, thet would be twenty to thirty years. Pemales ave still ~ well
undominant, with very few excepbtionsy 1t's easy to declare sexual eguality, but
attitudes die hard., She doesn't know how to assert herselfl, and her mother cert-
aginly wasn't able to teach her... Tut vhat's really worrying me is, ones ol the
males in her party is forcing himself onto her. She doesn't say much about 1,
but I wather he's older, more dominant because of that anyway, and shet's terrified
of nim. They vely z lot on honouw wmaking their system work, and as a rule 1t
does, bub there is the odd case where someone without honour comes along - like

Drekk.,  and Captain — Brakk ig the Ubhar thet was with Vr. Wood lagt night.”

Birk knew vhat she weant. Uhurs, oo, didn't trust Weed's Judgement., Hows
ever, rather then encourage Uhura to say anything that cculd be construed as
openly critical of her superior officer, he changed the subject slightly.

Fientve mansged to worm o lot out of this Birbhiz.®

nure sniled, "It wasn't terribly easy to get her started, but once she
did.., OF course, she should complain to Sigrel, but she says that if she does,
Trakl will find some way bto punish her.!

whotypical bullys in other words."

“Yes, Captaln.”
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Ry

11, do what you can fto build up her confidence.™
Wes, sir.™

Kirvk wos still thinking about this exchange when he found Sgrral waiting for
him in the ness. "Zood afternoon, Ambossador.®

GGood hunting, Ceptoin.®

By now Kirk suspected that this was as standard and sterectyped = grecting
as 'good worxning', spoken for politeness and without reslly meaning anything

[l

Kirk sat and pulled his tray towards him., He savoured hig first mouthful
of coffee, ‘ih - I needed that."

e glanced round the ness; 1t was falrly busy, with crew Just come off
watch anxious for coffee, at least, even if they didn't mean to ealt until later.
Another Ubar was sitbting faiking %o Lt. Hasters: even as he watched, & sgecond
Ubar entered, teil held very low -~ though not as low as Brrbrr's - and Jjoined
the peir. "It's nice to gee your people mixing with mine, Ambassadox.®

Sewenl gave o rumbling sound deep in his throat that gounded wvaguely
reassuring - the translator failed to interpret it. "My mate and TUrxovla.t i
he identified.

"hay don't bave an official pogition in your party, I understand.’™ It was
the firgt time the subject had arigen naturally, and it was wost s propos.

Hio, adthough of course they welcome the opportunity to gee members of your
Federation at close quarters, and their comments are of value to me,.b

e any of the others have their mates along? Eirk asked casually.

"Rroveal brought his. Drakk chese not to,." Sgrral said, his trensisted
volce even wmore expregsionless than usual.

Kixvk's eyebrows lifted, as much at the lack of expression as anylhing else.
Hourely that ls wrmasnal?" he asked.

e weve somewhat surprised," Sgrral agreed. "ibar males tend to be
possegsive of thelr meltes, and Ubar females very Jealous,?

Which wag mich the same thing, Firlk thought. "Perhaps - er — he felt he
would like s listle female company - outside hig marriage?

Surrelts wnole body seemed to stiffen. Yihe very thought is apn insultl™ he
snanped.,

i

T 1090 Firk asked., "ambassador, ask Migs Birbir what she thinks. Accord=
ing to wy Communications O0fficer, Draklk has heen forcing his attenticons ounto
Pirbir., And one of wy ensigns on a late night assignment saw Drakk lesving a
cabin wiere he was 'vigiting' a femnle and rebturming fo his own guarters.h

Serrelts jows gaped. "Impossiblel™ he whispered.

Wrorhaps thaet ig why wmy people have seen it while you have not," Wixk
gugrested. reprenensible, but not unknown among Humans. We have an eye
for scandal which vour people laclk.”

UVea,,s L will agk Brrbrr.t

Hhccording to Uhura, she's terrified of Drakk, whe is using his superior

status bo force her acquiescence,”™ Xirk added helpfully.

By owill find out,” Szrral promised - Kirk wasn't sure whether he wosg
prowiging the Human or himself that he would take action.

However, by evening the next day, nothing appeared to have been done,

Kirk wes pondering the situation with regard to the Ubarrak as he wollked
aleng the corrvidor fowards his guarters. Just off duty, he intended to have a
relaxing evening; o leisurely wmesl, then a couple of hours' chess with Spock.
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And then hig feet went from under him. He Just had fime to wreglster that
gomeons had left the corrider iittered ' with something like ball-bearings
before his head hit the deck with a solid thumm,

telf dazed, Kirk pushed himself Intc a sitiing position, the pounding in
his hesd making it difficult for him to think.

Tall-bearings. We wag sure of it, He ran his hands over the surface of
the corridor — reaching over to investigate further afield vhen his first sweep
detected nothing -~ still finding nothing.

Cautlovgly he scrambled to his feel to move equally cautiocusly towards the
nearby intercem, The ficor seemed good and solid this time, with nothing under-—
foot that should not have heen there,

Lips set; he punched the intercom. "Security.®?

Ve was answered almost instantly. "Security. Duty Officer Shacter, six.t

ST want o couple of security guards to check over corridor one, decl five,®
he ordered. “YPurpose = fo find any oblects on the floor that should not be
there.®

VAYe, gir.®

Tf Shacber was surprised by the order he gave no sign »f it., Kirk walked,
still slightly hesitantly, on to his cabin,

7

bl

Tnside, he sank gratefully inte the chair beside his desk. He still felt
dimzy from the fall, slightly sick, and his left leg ached sbominably vhere he
had wrenched 1t.

» For him becauvse of a were fall, then changed hig wmind, His hesad vas
pounding so badly that it needed the relief of gz painkiller. "The last thing he

fellt like doing was walking o sickbays uvnsteadily still, he reached Tor the
] b ¥ ¥

intercom, YSickbay,.”

“ireloy heng, '

“hones, can you spare a mimite? I'm in wmy cabin. Oh - bring your little
biack bagz,"

TMy... Jimg have you hurt voursel 1Y

Tiothing serious, but 1'd appreciate a prinkiller.?

STTLL be the judge of whether it's serious. I1'11l be with you in two
minutes.s

e erxvived in several seconds less than that, slightly out of breath, Xirk
grinned, "You didn't have to run, Yones, I'm not dying."

UHmn . MeCoy cast a quick professional eye over his (aptain. What
happenedi®

Hesitantly, ¥irk explained. FcCoy pursed his lips, & worried look on his
face. Ylould this be our practical joker agein?® he asgked.

0w not sure,' Kirk said, wincing as McCoy ran would-be gentle fingers down
hig leg. Bouchl®

Tooret  TFmm.,  You haventt broken anything, but youtve pulled 2 muscle.
Tou'll ache for a day of two - though there's no sericus damage done. Yhalt you
do have though is a wmild concussiong I'm ordering you to take it easy for a
couple of davs. ¥ere will do, but if I catch you txrying to go on dubty, 1t'll be
in sickbay. Undergtocd?s

.

e wook o bottle out of his wmedikit and shook a tablet out onto his hand.




nigtll sort the headache

Gratefully, ¥irk swallowed 1t,

ticCoy shoolk his head enviously. "7 wish T could dcwn pills without water,
Come to thabt, I wish wore of my patients could. IH's a useful ability at times.®

Kivk grinned slightly. “Considering what the water on board tastes like, T
don't blame you W

FrEte perfectly pure.. . MeCoy sald.

Hivk'ts grin widened at the doubtful note in the doctor'ts voice. HI kesp
trying to tell wyself 1t'e 2ll nmy imaginatlion because I know itts recycled,? he
admitted, Yend I don't convince myself very well.,"

ST dop T4 even Toyv,Y MeCoy admitlted. 71t tastes foul, .and that's zll there iz
to i'to i
nrice we pay for having a career in Starfleet," Kirxk commented,
relieved 4o feel the dwarves who had been trying to hammer o hole thy onah nis
skull lessen thelr attempts. M"ire those new pills youtve gol?®

Yhoting already, are they? Yes. T got a babtch last  Starbase, . but youtre
the first guinea~pig 0 get one. Thelr u“n ig restricted to specific pCJ@&, and
we've had a trouble-free flight since...if you discount practical jokews and

aliens with weak hearts.’ _
e dntercom buzszed, and Kirk lesned over to it. PHirk here.®

. Shocter, sire We can't find anything in the corridor that shouldn't
be thewe.”

.

HWothing ot all?" Kirk sounded slightly incredulous,

ihere veve n couple of hall-bearings beside the wall, but you'll oiten
get the odd ball-bearing lying around.®

Wes, of course... Thank you, Mr. ghacter. He fliciked the intexrcom off,
and looked v at FMeCoy. "Ball~bes Tlnbsyﬂ he said.

!‘»(‘O J\i

“fwu ball~bearings.®

Inderstonding davned on Mceloy's face. "You wouldn't have skidded on just
two of thom. that happened Lo the oshcr“:“

Vg, at hapoened to the others. I must have been cut for a Tew winutbes
- long enou v vhoever scattered the things to come back snd clesn them un,
Which alao rs that he mist have been close, probably watching.®

Hho T ocould have been right. This could have been our joker.

e, Pivkts voice was grim. find I domt't like it. Sowething like &
atink howbh ig bad and bad enough, but Lb'“ s childish prank, does no sobtusl
damage, just couses a helluve lot of bothe This wag downrlsht dangerous.

Someons could have been seriously injux ed.

Ly got quiﬁe 2 fright when he realised his vietim wags the Captein,®
"pmybe itrll teach him & lesson.™

If anything, ¥irk's volce became even grimmer, Yiones - don'd

say v o auuut thig. Keep your e2rsg open. Hee il anyone shows any sign of
nowing wuobt ite Word'il get round that I ordeved a search of an empiy

corrider; only the culprit is going to know why.”

votoy nodded. "T'RL do that. Fow, time you forgot about work: relax, txy
to forget about the ship...lt'll manasge for a few hours with Wood in the
comnand chain.®

Wivk mode o face. "1 suppose 80." Tt would be sc much easier if he trusted
the man morel
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EeCoy watched hiwm geitle down with a bhook, and left. Fe studied the floor
carefully as he went = but like the security guards, he found nothing.

SO I S 2

57 want a veport," Kirk said grimly, "on the new personnel.m ¥e lcoked
round the section heads accusingly.

The Chief fngineer shrugged., "4ll the Ingineering staff are good st their
work," he replied gsimply. "The two 'song and dance' men are pariticulariy zood -
though nobody likes werking with them. They get a hit wearing after o wee while,
and that's the truth. DBut all thal you can say against them is that all that
concentrated extrovertness gebs very tiring, Irritating., Distracting, even. It
could make someone careless ~ Mt there's a long mile betwsen carelsssness and
deliberate...' He broke off, unable to think of a word that suitably expressed
his copinion of practical jokes.

“Thank you, Mr. Scott,'" said Kirk. "Mr. Sulu?®

Wijell, T only got two new wen in wy department. They're bhoth good solid
dependable types; I dontt think either of them is the kind to think about prac-
tical Jokes = in fact, I get the impression that one of them at leasgt is rather
low on sense of humcur.h

®iny chance that he's running a complicated bluff?" Kirk asked susplciously.

"o, T'd back Sulu on that," McCoy put in. Y1 know the man he meansi almost
teco serious for his own good. He swings almost too much towards introversiong a
iittle further and he'd be almozst depressive."

i,  Mre Bailliewn

The Security Chief shook his head. "Like Mr. Sulu, T didn't get many." he
said, VI #ot three - one with this lasgt batch and two when we were at Beneciz a
f'ew weeks ago. Zmuda is a cheerful gort of chap - likes socizalising, but his
gense of humour semms to stop short at the dirty joke level. Strang is too busy
chasing Yeoman Colit in his off-cuty hours to think about anything else, and Lesier
has her eyve on promotion already. I think she sees herself as the ship's next
Security Chief..”

e youTH Hirk asked curiously.

Paillie grimed, then said seriously, "v¥ot unless she gtops sticking her
neck out. She's young enough to mistake recklessness for courage. She's not your
man, Capitaing she's a career officer, and not cne to so anything as stupid as
play practical jokes."

¥irk grunted. "SpockT

“Only one new member of staff joined me, Captain, and she has been slow to
'find her feet', I belleve is the expression. She appears to be very shy.n

iS50 you disgcount her?"

"Yeg, sir.®

wrigy Trurae?!

"' sorry, siry none of the persconnel assigned to my department stands out.
Yeoman Schumacher is the only one T've noticed at all, and though it is for
negative reasons, they're not the right ones.m

57
oo what's wreong with her®?

TT'd say she jolned Starfleet for the wrong reasons. She's looking for a
husband, and doesn'™t have any real interest in her work."

“In that case we'll recoummend her for transfer as soon as possidle. My,
Woo qes

5T haven't noticed many of the new crew particularly,” he said., “Il've
gpoken tc one or two in the rec room on occasion, of course... As ¥Mr. Baillie
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says, Lt. Zwouda is a2 lover of slightly off-colour Jokes, and indeed knows a great
many, though he does temper the ones he tells when there are any female crew in
his audience. IL've spoken to Cerbah from ingineering, too - he's another one for
dirty jokes. 7The conly other ones I've had anything fto do with are Fnsien Rivas -
I think he has potential if we could only find the wmost suitable depariment for
him - he's interested in Life Sciences, and T think we could try to slot him in
there as soon 28 there's a vacancy = Yeoman Schumacher and Lt. Lester. Miss
Schumacher is harmless; not very clever, but I think Thura is being o bit hard
on her,”

AT 'm not sure,™ Kirk said thoughtfully. "I noticed her mjself, on day, and
it did seem to me that her mind was very much on Cerbah. Go on."

iig for Miss Lester - now she is potentially brilliant, and T can't under-
stand why she's wasting hey time in Security."

Wou don't agree with Mr. Bailiie, then?"

What, that she's reckless? e, sir, I do not. T think she is possibly
the most. outstanding of our new personnel,®

That'y quite a testimonial.' Xirk knew that he would be more impressed
if 1% had been made by anyone other than Wood. 2As it was, he noted it with a
touch of scepticism, feeling that Baillie's wore astringent cowment was probably
more gecurate. Wood waz too inclined to let his own feelings rule his reaction
bo someone, and would certainly mistake recklessness for bravery if he liked the
crewnan, dowmentarily, he wondered if Wood was sleeping with hers from the
ruthless assessment Baillie had made about her, it didn't seem unlikely.

50 none of you can come up with any possible suspects for our mystery
tioker!', " Hirk said, :

His senicr gbaff leooked at each other. WMobody ansvered.
Wery well, genilemen. Dismlosed.”

spock and MeCoy both remained behind when the cthers left. Kirk looked from
one to the other, well aware that his Plrst Officer should be the one to be here
offering & helping shoulder to his worried Captain. But Wood never did seem to

think of anything like that.
Yiny ldeagt™ he asked gloemily.

frothing useful,™ MeCoy multered dolefully.

A LA M. 2L L M
Y (S

A Pleshing light on hig console drew Sulu's attentiony he pressed the button
to extend his desk viewer and checked it zs soon as it was fully extended. Hrx.
Wood,”® he sald, "we'lre heading inio an ion storm. Magnitude...three at the
Tringe...posgibly as gtrong as magnitude six at its hears.n

YWood looked round towards the gclence station, but Spock was notv theres the
console shood empty, and he remsmbered that the science officer was curvently
checking over gome test results. YWith a wuttered "DamniM at the waste of time,
he said, “ided alert, Uhura - and csll Mr. Spock to the bridge.®

“Yes, siv.®  gShe gave no indicatirn that she considered the seccnd part of
the ovder superfluous. Ag goon as the red alert sounded, Hpock would automatice
ally heod for the bridge.

Tn the event, ¥irk arrived along with the Vulecan, who had actuslly been
reporting to him when the alert sounded. As Spock headed for his station, Hirk
snapped, "Whatts the trouble, Fr. Wood?™

"Ton storm, sir.” Yo need to add that he was waiting for Spock's report
before deciding whether o alter course or not. He wade no attenmpt to hand
command over to Kirk:; he knew that the Captain was off duty on MeCoy's orders,
whatever hig supervior officer might think about those orders at this precise
moment.
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#3torm strengthening," Spock reported. "¥ow magnitude four," He glanced
over towards the commend chair. "“Recommend altering coursse to aveid the heart
of the storm, sir." :

Mr., Sulu - " Yood began. The nterprise Jolteds once, twice, again. The
lights dimmed, flickered, and brightened once moreg flickered again as the ship
jolted yet agsin, more violently this time, sending those of the crew who had
not fasiened thelr restraints flying, and steadied to light up a scere of tangled
armg and legs.

Crew personnel picked themselves up and scrambled back o their posts. Kirk
sat where he had fallen, seeing nco point in getting up in order to stand whi.e
his second in command occupied the command chair.

“Heportit Wood snapped.
The reports began coming in. Damage minimal...no serious injuries...

gpock stralghtened from hisg science conscle even as Sulu glanced up towards
the viewscreen with a worried frown. WSir," he said, an odd note to his voice.
"There ig no longer any indication of an ion storm...and the star patterns do not
match any that we have in the computer records, let alone the one that was
showing a wmoment ago."

T

Hhat™t Kirk twisted to hig feet, the ache in hisg leg, intensified by the
fall, instantly forgotten. He reached the science console while Wood was still
assimilating bthe information.

Spock made way for himg he hent over the viewer. Finally he straightened.
"o vigation -~

"Sorry, sit," Chekov sald apologetically. He, too, was bent industriocusly
over his console., "o immediate point of reference — and there's a blank in the
navigational record,”

A blankv What do you mean, a  hlank®™

“One of the readouts seems to be Jjammed, sir - it's giving our positicn as
- well - where it ought te be. We don't have any record of our change of course
and position.®

"o you mean to say we're losgt?V Kirk demanded.

iThat would appear tc be the case," 3pock replied scherly.

R S SR I

Kirk looked round his department heads, noting the worried expressions on
21l the faces ecxcept Spock's...but then Speck would look just as unconcerned in
the face of a charging lion. Or - remembering the little he knew of Vulcan wild
life - a charging le-matya.

$iyell, gentiemen? Any speculation?h He forebore to add, "Any ideas how to
find out where we are?™", knowing that Navigation was already working on that,

Almost unconsciously, he found himgelf looking towards the Sclence 0fficers
equally uncongciously, so did most of the others, so that when Spock, who had
been gtudying the report in front of him, looked up, it was to see many eyes
fixed on him.

Y can only assume that it is a side effect of the ion storm,™ he said, his
volce slightly doubtful. "Wery little is known about such gtormg, but icnic
power has long been postulated as the meost efficient petentigl energy souirce
posgible, should we sver learn to hammess it. 7The storm was increasing in viol-
ence with every pagsing second: 1t is more than likely that some fresk el fect
of i1t peegsibly transported us over a considerable distance.™

“Tg that pogsible® MeCoy queried unhappily. Kirk glenced at hiw, wondering
if the Duetor was losing his nerve,



ST know you profess to distrust alwost everything mechanicsl, Doctor,® Spock
said drily, causing a slight chuckle to ripple round the table. "Put an ion
storm hardly qualifies as 'something mechanical'. With ions, almost snything is
theoretically poggible™ ‘

w90 that 1f the boffinsg ever come up with a practical ion drive, the sghips
it powewrs could very well end up light years from where they're supposed o betd

“bviously, DToctor, 1f the 'hoffins', ag you call them, come up with a
practical ion drive, it will be practical and such mishaps would not occur.®

Firk grinned,; knowing now thet his friends were deliberately trying to
lighten the mood of the meeting., Worried men could not think straight. FWell,
ghall we azsume, then, that the ion storm acted as a transporter - 21t least until
we learn ¢ rently?? he askeds Fods from all round the table assented, and he
went on. wigation, what is being done teo ascertain our position?®

Sile nre comparing the brightest stzrs in the area with our star charts {o
see 1f any of them are present in our charts, even as faint stars. Hwven although
the coupuier works very fasi, it will take some days before everything is checked.
If that fails, we'll have to tyy again using the farthest away stars frowm herve,
and seeiny 1T any of them mateh stars in our charis.t!

e can't Just hang here while we do that,” ¥irk commented. 81 nropose
selecting a neardy solar systen and orbiting a planet there while these checks

are carvied out,#

reed, ™ MeCoy put in. "It would give the off—-duty versonmel a chance for

some time of £, 1f we could find a nice uninhabited planet.n
That about the Ubarrak, Captain?™' Thura asked. ‘
Kirk glanced at her. "What about the Ibarrak?d
“yhat are we goling to tell them?

ioh,  Cood point. We can only tell them the ftruth - that accidenis do
happen, we'lre tryinz to find our way home...and apolegise for the inconvenlence
to thems® e MTE1IL be a good way of letting thew see how we oporate
in an energency.’

Whmguming that they don't take the delay as 2 wortal inguls,¥ dood sald, e
sounded gloomy.

d-

4T doubt Slgral ie that intolerant," ¥irk protested.

Y1 know he ssems 0.K. = but I've been talking to one of the othe
according to him, Sigral is quite well-known on Ubar for the shoriness of
temper,

inhich cne?® Thurs demanded, forgetiting the respect due to a supericr officer.
and gpeaking with an abruptness that was alwmost mude,

BT can't remember his mame, but he wag with [nsien Divas the other pight.n

Shet wonld be Dralklk," Thura said slowly, pointedly, to Xirk. He nodded,
underatanding what she meant. What they knew about Draki did not incline him to
trust anything the Ubar =zaid.

Pe debated mentioning this, and decided againg sitiy remenbering vhat he nad
aiuays thought about Wood = that he was a competent officer but too inclined o
be swayad by whether or not he liked someone. Obviously he had liked Draki, who
had probably zone out of his way to please - in Xirk's experience, bullies werxe
ustally enxiovs to please thoge in a position of authority, and he was pretty
certain to recognise Wood as belrg is such a position,

Frowned to himgelfl, wondering just what was in Drakk's wmind, Why was he
trying to undermine the fumans' opinion of Sigral? He wasn't in a position to
replace the imbassador, should his superior be discredited in any way, which weould
be the most likely rveason in s wuthless scciety. But from whal Unura hed told
hiwm, this was a race that depended lawrgely on honour. Such a race was not one to




be ruthless,.,at Least in such a way.
Pe looked wound. Yheoes anyone have sayvthing further to say?® he asked.

There was o brief gilence broken by Snock. T hees the Science departmant

have pexnigzion to make studies, Captain?t¥

wof caurse, e, Spock.™  Firk knew the Vulcan's ingulsitive netuxe only too
well, and alsc the urge to learn that he had instilled inte the science devpart—
ment in the elght. een months he had been on beard. His initial temporary
appolntment had been made permanent  very guickly, and in the past slx months
two of the three other Vulcans who had come aboard with him had beep transfayred
to pesitions of suthority on other ships. Seval, the third, ccuild have been
prometed alsc, but had preferred fo remain with Swock.

Pinything else? When there was no reply, Kirk flicked on the intercom.
#Rridae - Fr. Lomax, what are the co-ordinstes of the nearest solar system™

After a short silence, the filtered voice sounded, %285 mark &, sir."

“3et course for it, Mr. lomax," Kirk ordered. "long range scan In operation
as s00n as we come w1uhln gecarming range. I want an uninhabited planet if
possible, but if that's net possible, an uninhabilted region of a habited vlanet.”

Whve, sir.d

‘

)

w8 Kirk flicked off the intercom, he sald, "Thank you, gentlemen.®

As the assembled officer began to file out, Kirk realised that - 2s so often
happened —~ Hpock was holding back. As the last wan left and the deor glid shut,
Kivk asked, "What's wrong, Spock?n

»ve you considered the possiblility that we will not be able to find our
way b”ob to our owm arvea of gpacet? YWe cannot travel - say — five hundred light
years tnen Ty again - we could very well be headed in the wrong ﬂi;ection.
Indead, the odds are that we would be travelling in the wrong direcition.®

"itye heen trying not to think of that,” Kirk szid ruefully. % don't
think we could have been thrown that far, though.®

Mhe one thing T have learned since joining the Tnterprise is that anything

can hapmen in speas, and frequently does,” Spock said guietly.

I know,? Xirk said gloowily. "lhere's also a law which is konown by any
number of names, but 'Murphy's Law! is possibly the commonest = in any @iven
situation, 1f something can go wrong, 1t dees - uvsually at the most inconvenient
time, "

Spock congildered that. Tt held a somewhzt cynical note, he felt...tut it
wag not without a certain shrewd wigdom. Yet... "It iz only when 1t is
inconvenient that one notices and remembers that something went wreng,' he
sugrestad,

G
ever noticad
once it shant

e that does help one remember it," Kirk concedsd. SHut haven't you
that when things are golng well, everything seens o go wally ind
e to go badly, it all goes bhadly?®

Snock considersd the statement, and nodded, 2lbeit reluctantly. VI am
forced to admit, Captain, that you are correcl. COnece things start to go wrong,
it does geenm ap if everything goes wrong.®

1ike o consplracy - or ag another of Earth saying has i%t, the innate
cussedness of inanimate oblects.?

Sinonimate objects, by thelr very nature...™ Spock began, then seeing the
langhter in Kirk's eyes, paused. How often had he heard McCoy mutter, 'bemned
machinest Wever work when you want them tol! - and 1t was true, so often 1t was
the very wachine one wanted that chose that precise time to malfunction., Chose?
Ve wag gotbing as bad as the Fumans! Fe allowed o half smile to dawm. $Yeg, ™
he agreed. “Hachines have no intelligence, no feelings...yet sometimes they do
react zg if they do."
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"Bumans have always been sure they bave,” Kirk commented. "Fen like Scotty,
for example -~ to hiw, his engines are living creatures, children to be locked
after; cared for... HMen like him have always seemed to be able to get that much
more than the begt performance out of 2 wachine., Just as some Mumang have 'green
fingers! and can get literally any plant to grow well for them.™

Spock nodded agreement. "My mother is like that," he said. VYHer garden
flourighes always, whlle others, with technically skilled . gardeners employed in
them, wither...at least, if conditions are adverse." He half smiled again,
reminiscently. "She even manages to grow some Harth plants -~ the heat-tolerant
ones, of courseg even she cannot persvade cold-loving plants to flourish,™

¥irk gighed, and stretched. "God, I wish this trip was over! That we
could find a source cf reference within the houvr and get home guickly. I don't
fancy the thought of being stuck here in unknowm space for the rest of our
lives with these Ubarrak diplomats.®

"I consider the chances of cur being so fortunaie ag -~ "
"Don't say it, Spock. T don't really think I want to know.®
The intercom huzzed and Kirk crosged to it. - "Hirk here."

“Chekov, Csptain. We are just approaching the solar system. There are
three planets within the ecosphere; one is just at the outer liwmit and appears
to be desert, one is at the inner limit and has an oxygen/nitrogen atmosphere,
it the temperatures are between 400 and SOO Celsiug., The wmiddle planet is
nicely situated, just like ¥arth, has a wide range of tewperaturves..,but Captain,
we get intelligent life form wveadings, Statug - apparently 7 on Richter's scale
of cultures.®

"hain. 0., Chekove See if you can find us a nice lonely spot with not
too extrems o tempersature. Once you find one, Jlock the sensors onto it so that
we get early warning of any natives likely to be entering it.®

“hye, sir." He paused Tor a second, and added, "The readings are humanoide..
not Human, but cloge.”

¥irk nodded to himself, not particularly surprised. There seened to be a
preponderance of humanold types of varying closeness to the Human norm throughout
this section of the galaxy. WVulcanoid races were the next most common. Pobody
had ever neen able to explain why, although many treatises had heen writisn on
the subject. Those intelligent races that did not have similarities to Fumans or
Vuicang were mostly biped and mammalian too, even though some were of obviously
reptilian origin cr... e cut the train of thought off as unrewarding., “Hverg-
ent encugh not to make any mistakest" he asked.

five, siv.™  The reply was imsediate; and the Cantain relaxed. If Chekov
wag that confident, he did not need to worry.

Ty on, Mr. Chekove! He switched off, glanced at Spock., "Well, my
friend. There you have it. A nice inhabited - fairly advanced - planet to suxvey.
“There is one thing," he added almost $o himself. ™Je want to avoid contact if
possible, but at least this world is advanced enough that wetlre unlikely to do
much damzge 1 contact ig inadvertently made.Y

Chekov'e report, when it finally came, vas quite reagsuring., "Welve found a2
nice spobt, Capizin. It's in the southern hemisphere, the centre of a larze land
mags that is felrly sparsely populated. Tt appears to be a vegion of open wood-
land with plenty of water and wild animals. It 1s mountainous, which nrobably
explaing why nobody has settled there. 411 the centres of population in this
land mess arve round the coastal areas, extending not nore than Ffifty miles
inland,.®

¥ivk stodied the image in the viewscreen. '"looks like this planet's version
of fugtralia,” he commented, "except that there are no primitive native
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inhabitants.” Fe glanced over at Spock, PI'd like someone on vour siaflf to do
a scan on the wild life of the other continents, with a view, later, of compar—
ing them with that of this continent.!

“Yeog, Captain. fHpock did not entirely understand the Human's xreference
to 'QUSbﬁwiia', but that hardly mattered. Presumably he knew what he was talking
about and had a logical reason for asking for such a comparison,

Kirk thought for some moments. "Uhura, instruct shore leave pariies one
and two to prepare for beamdown, Mr. Chekov = you are certain there are no
intelligent life forms in the selected areat"

FHone, sir.”
“Your scans have likewise detected no animals likely to be dangeroug?®
Yone, sir.”

"Wery well." He punched his chair intercom button. "Shore lesve parties
- remember that little is known about this planet except what we have been able
to detect from space. Be on your guard. If you see anything that you are unsurs
of, leave it slone and report it immediately to ths science officer. ANG
remember, our presence here must go undetected. This pianet is in unknown space."

48 he swilched off, Meloy's volce at his shoulder said, "Jim, aren't you
forgetting something?"

Kirk looked round at him. "What?" he asked somewhat suspiciously.

e bharralk,’

“0h, wy Gods" Tt was true, he had forgotten about them. So much had been
happening.. What do you suggest we 2 do with theme?

"Well, yvou could ask Sigral if they want to go down there...youlre auty
bound to give thenm the chance.”

ST suppose s0...but dammit, Bones, it's going to be hazardous enougn down
there with just our trained crew landing. “The Ubarrak aren't even properly
humancid - they're cananoid, and — well -~ ¥

“rut intelligent beings," MeCoy reminded him.
¥irk rose wearily. "I'd better go and see gigral,™ he sald resignedly,

e wes halflway to the door when Uhura turned. "Transporier reports a
malfunctlon, sir.”

SFelfunction®®  How the hell could that happen? They hadn't been under
P v

any stress ~ except the mffetting from the storwm, and that had been winimal

compared to some of the batterings thev had taken in the past.

Biiell, the transporter isnt't working," TUhura said almost sympathetically,
as 1f she was folleowing his thoughts.

(5 N
Muttering sowething about 'ITnnate cussedness...'; Kirk entered the turbelift.
Mechanics ]iy driven or not, the deors seemed to shut with a slight snap, siving
the impression of having been slammed.

The transporter operator looked up with some relief as Kirk stamped in,
his presence cutiing short the muttered discontent of the walting crew membecu.
"oges you haven't found the fault yet,;? he said. Kyle was relieved to nols
thot there was no condemnation in his wvoice.

iio, sir, I['ve double-checked all the controls, and they're workiog [ine,
a0 the fault must be somevhere either in the wiring or in the transporter
console,®

Kirk thought about it. Checking either was a long job. He did a mental
calculation of how long it would take fo ferry the crew down in shuttlecrall,



2

AN

and looked aspologetically at the disappointed crew. "I'm gorry,® he said. #ie
want shore leave, the transporter seems to have other views. I'm sure Chiel Kyle
and hisgs crew will work as fasglt zs poseible to detect the favli, and ag soon as
they do, you'll be called. Meanvhile...dismigsed. You're still off duty.®

Diggruntled, the walting crew filed out, soft muttering reaching Kirxk's ears.
e found himself wishing womentarily for Vulcan ears to overhesar what was bheing
said, then decided that perhaps it was ag well he didn't. He looked back at Kyle.
"o your best, Chief," he sald unnecessarily.

fave, sive' As Kyle bent to remove the cover fyom the back of the conscle,
Firk headed back towards the door. The more he thought about his comning weeting
with the Ubar imbassador, the less he liked the thought.

In the event, however, he found Sgrral less of & problem than he had feared.
He explained the siiuation concisely, but fully, and Sgrral nodded ag he
finished.

17 ges,' he sald, sounding thoughtful. "ind you have no certainty of dis-
covering our present whereaboutst"

o, sir. We'll do all we can, of course...but if we can't match up some
of the stars we can see from here with some that we know, we're stuck. We don't
even know thz dirsction the ion storm carried us...assuming that that's what
happened, We could even have hit some form of space warp... IT'm sorzry.”

o

Sgrrel looked at him, his ayes sympathetic., "It is not your fault, Ceptsin.”
“ambassador, when something goes wrong, 1t's always the Captain's fault.h

Segrval's ears moved glightly. "I see your people have the gsame sense of
regpongibility as mine. It 18 so in my work also,." '

¥irk opened his mouth, thought_betﬁer of what he had been about to say, and
closed it again. Sgrral looked at him, a question in his expressive eyes; and
Kirk decided %o ssy it after all, "Then what about Rirbir, sir? Haven!t you
done anything ™™

Tae Ambassador's tall drcoped slightly in discouragement. ™"As vet, no,
Captain. It is a difficult situation; it is unprecedented. I do not know what
is the best thing to de. For the moment I am watching: but while thelr work
continves efficient, unaffecited, T have no right to interfere in thelir vrivate
lives, uo wetver how indignant I wmight be about the situation.®

“hure wes ceritain of her facts."™ Did the Ubar think they were lying?

8T do not doubt her wowrd, Capltain. But unless Junior Brrbrry herselfl makes
the sccusation, or unless her work is affected, I cannot act on mere suvapicion,

on the evidence of a third party.” e lowered hisg head.  *Yes, [ know I sgid I
would toke action...and T will, when the time is ripe. As yet 1t 1 not.n

Yand wirlle you walt, the girl is subjected to more abuse.™

e remady is in her hands, Cantain. If she were to come to me - ow even
to my wife - and complain, then I could act immediately. That she does net makes
wme wonder 1f in fact she is as reluctant as she tells your officer she ig.®

Kivk starad at him. "I don't gquite undergtand, siv."

“runlor Brrbrr is unusually submissive, Captain, even for one in hew
pogition. It could be that she secretly enjoys being thorcughly dowinated,
even humiliated.

It was a shrewd point, and Kirk considered it. "I suppese that is possible.
The trazit is not unknown among my people.” He gighed., "Life can sometimes be
very comvlicated, fimbassador. Vhy doeg this have o happen to us™®

BT think every leader must say that to himself at some time in his careerl...
indeed, I think he must say it often," Suzrral said. "Yet would you reslly hove
it otherwiser®




o,  Mirk replied.

The cirew used the shori-range scanners to gather more information about
the planet snd its solar system while the long-range scanners were busily occupled
in checking the star patterns and spectral types, and comparing these with the
informetion in the ceomputers, It provided concentrated work for the science and
navigation departments, but left 1little for the other departments to do.

¥ecCoy insigbted that Kirk hiwmself take the chance of a few days off. Therse
was little that he himself could do on board ship; with Spock in charge of the
ghort-vange scan of the planet, and Chekov at the long-range one, both were
efficiently commanded; 1t would do no harm to leave Wood in command, bcCoy's
arguments were persuasive; Kirk agreed to go down with McCoy for a couple of
days.

Howaver, Spock finally went with them. The short-range scan wag woutine,
and Seval, his second, could handle it easily while Spock himself could take
more detailed readings on the surface. His slightly alien apnearance would make
little difference should they be seen, but in view of the remote area Kirk
selected for hig landing, the chances of their being seen were slight.

They landed the Columbus in a small clearing.

It was a beautiful mountain regiong nature at her most lavish. Snow-
topped peaks scared high ahove the treeliney the trees themgelves marched in
serried ranks down the lower glopes, huge sturdy cnes on the higher slopes, trees
designed by millenia of evoluticon to bear the weight of the winter's snow
vncomplainingly, Tower down were more lightiy-built trees, trees that clearly
did not have snow weighing down thelr branches for wany months of the year. 0On
the lowest slopes big trees grew wore sparsely, with large stretches of grassy
ground between them. CGrassy? Yes ~ but mixed among the various grasses were
many briiliant flowers of a hundred species. Large bubtterfly-like crestures
filuttered around, almost impessible to see unless they moved, for when they
rested thelr colours were absorbed into the wass of flowers carpeting the
ground — proteciive colouring at its most effective.

Kirk drew a deep breath, savouring the sweet scent of the many flowers, IHe
locked round appreciatively. "God, this is heautiful.®

There was no answer., Hig companions could only agree wordlessly as they too
gazed round the untouched beauty.

e wugt endeavour to cause as little disturbance as we can,® Spock ssid
at last.

Kirk agreed. "het's move over under one of those trees," he sald, nodding
towards a nearby glant vhose leaves shadowed the ground fo such an sxtent that
little grew under it. M"dormally I wouldn't consider 'camping!' under a trec
becauge of the danger from lighitnipg, but I'd hate to damage any of these
flowers more than we already have. You could swear fthey were alive,* he adled

ag & vipple of swaying movement ran across the open glade.
ilants are alive,¥ Spock sald accusingly.
0h, Speck..s Poneg knows whai T mean, don't you, Bonesg?!

Heloy noddeds.  "He means that you'd think they were free-moving, able to
commInLcatess e

“Cen vwe prove that they do not, Noctor? Spock asked sericusly. ‘Consider
Mr. Sululs sensitive plant - !

Byt ~ the one he calls Certrude?” Meloy asked.

"Wes, hoctor. That, although it cannot move from place to place, can react
to externsl influences, can communicate fear through sound - %
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shontt, SHpock,® Hirk said. Just accept that what T said was the comment
i

of an ivexacht Pumen that doesn't have to be ftaken literally.®

They locked at each other for a moment, and a silent megsage passed from
one to the other. "Very well, Capiain,¥ Spock gald formally. MeCoy remained
unaware of the flicker of amusement that ¥irk received through that look.

They moved the Columbus quickly, then Spock moved off purposefully, tricorder
in hend. Kirk leaned bhack againgt the tree, his eyes Fixed on the distant
mountaing. MHeCoy glanced at him, then at the ohject of his gaze, decided that
for the moment Kirk was relaxing completely and happily, and wandered a little
way off o take some readings of his own. The rich plant 1life of this reglon
might just have some medical potential...

Kirk's lazy mood lasted only a few hours, and towards evening, ags a three-
quarter wmoon slightly larger than Farth's rose, he was deep in plans for an
expediticn away from the immediate neighbourbood of their camp, heading towaxds
the movmtaine.

<1 you wanted to go mountaineering, why didn't you land nsaver the
mountaing i licCloy demanded irritably. He had some interesting readings that he :
wanted to pursue further.

Kirk grinned at him, "You den't need to come iLf you don't want to.v

“¥You don't think you're golng alone, do you?®

i5pock!ll come with me - won't you, Spock?H

The Volean nodided and turned his attention back te the wmeal he was
concooti Tt smelt good, and even McCoy, who had had some reservaticns asbout
letting Spock prepare a vegetarian meal for them, was heginning to suspect that

he would have no regrets,

“Voutlre not aiming to gtay away from here overnight?® he persisted.

Toloy, what do you take me for? Thisg is ouvr cawmp, dammit! Tl'm not soing
more tharn a few miles, and I'm aiming to he back here in plenty of ftime forx
supper — but I'd like to see a little wore of this countr§§IaE: and I'm snune
Spocktd appreclate the chance to get sowme wore tricorder readings from furbher
afield. Come to that, you wight gel some too," he added thoughtfully.

e doctor looked un shayply at that, WWee, I might,® he adanitted. "t
there are sowme interesting readings here that T want to follow up. X'd be betbexr
to cover one area thoroughly than several areas roughly.?®

e do want as wuch information about this planet as we can collect, Hnock
pointed owb. ¥lhver if it is incomplete, Lt will give us a wide-spectzum view of
it and ite potential., It is advanced enough for the Wedevation to congiden
contacting it officially ~ provided it is close enough to Federation space o
guch contact to he worthwhile,” he addcd cautiously.

SIF i% ien't T doubt we'll ever get home again, Kirk said pessimistically.
FALL wight,” ¥eloy agreed hasitily, umore to take Kirk's mind off thet

subject than becanse he wanted o indulge in - probably ~ a twenty~mile hilke.
SIT11 cone along ool

He wasg

revarded by Kirk's gxin., "Great. If we leave earxly we can probably
make that woint wo there ~ % he pointed -~ Yand still get back here long before
: ke b >

dark,."
Spock congldered the indicated point. "It could he further than you think.”

1 know the alr here is fantastically clear, but surely it jien't more than
ten or twelve  wiles®™ Kirk sald.

gnoclk frovned, "I would estimate rather wmore," he said. "In addition; we
do not know what the terrain is like between there and here." ¥He gave one final
stir to the mizture he was tending, and 1ifted the pot off the heating unit,




"Supper i ready.?

He dished out the steaming plates of wmixed wvegetables. The Humans tasted,
and Xirk, never one to stint pralse, said, "Spock, this is...nectarl®

Mooy took several more mouthfuls before contributing, his volce surprised,
"It is guite tasty.”

Trasty 1% Kirvk exclaimed. "Spock, I think we'll let you do all the cocking.
It's more than Just tasty. It's the best meal I've had in ages.,"

5Tt mzkes 2 change," VeCoy conceded, "out you'd soon get a real craving forx
some good red meat.!

Spock nodded. "I am forced to agree with the doctor. Your system regulres
animal protein.”

“Veretarians manage fine without," Kirk pcinted ocut.

“Mogt vegetariasns consume milk products and eggs, which gives them the

animal protein they need,” Spock replied. "I believe you are thinking about
vegans, who eat no animal vproducts at all.®

“There are times I recken I'd get on fine as a vegetarian,” Kirk saild,

fand times you know perfectly well you wouldn't," MceCoy told him. Hivk
grimed in mute acknowledgement, and turned his attention back to his vegetable
stew.

“This is one of the times I do," he teld Spock, who half smiler in accept-
ance of the compiiment.

T™ey set off next morning within an hour of dawn. & slightly overcast
morning with rapidly clearing cloud gave promise of a geod days  the sun had net
heated the air yet, but Kirk knew from experience of similar days on Barth that
it would soon be quite warm. They carried the minimum of supplies: Spock and
Meloy were armed with tricorders, Kirk back-packed some food,

They had nolt gone far when Kirk said slowly, "I've just realised something.!

hattt MeCoy was panting slightly, but was not feeling distressed ernough
t0 leave the talking solely to Kirk and Spock - yet.

o fliss.”  He leoked round almost suspiciously. “Come to that, ne biting
insects at all.®

“Tt is pessible that such creatures are net attracted by our alisn smell,®
Spock gaid, "1 have noticed that when T am on Farth, T am never troubled by
hiting insects even when all the Iumans around me are; conversely, wny mother has
never heen troubled by the biting vlaeks of Vulcan - and I assure you, there arve
many of these,*

Zirk grimmed. "It's a pleasant thought. Jt'd make this planet a paradise
for rich Terran hikers and camera-lumters, if it ever jolned the federation,®

gventually, 1f encugh aliens visited here, elther they would insdvertently
bring thelr own parssitic insects, or some of the local species would adept to
utilise the new food supply," Spock warned.

“Too wmany visitors would ruin the very beauty they would be coming to see,”
MeCoy added.,

WY know, Y Rirlk agreed. "But seriously, T doubt wmany Terrans would he able
to afford to come here. Space-flight for holiday purposes isn't exactly chearp,
you know. That's why we get so many applicants for Starfleet.®

They walked on, MceCoy slightly distressed by Kirvrk's sudden cyniclsm. e
had never thought Kirk suspected Starfleet's applicants of any ulterior wotive
For Joining, and said so.
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“The ones who want to join for the wrong reasons are weeded out wight at
the begirmning," Kirk said sgeriously. "But you'd be surprised how many of them
there are, 7¥ou came in through different channels to the one I did, Tones. The
year I entered the Acadenmy there were almost five hundred avplicanis in wy field
of study, which at that time was helm/navigation. God knows how many hada't got
that length through not having the proper gualifications, things like that. Of
those five hundred, do you know how many were actually accepted? Twenty. The
otherg...” He shrugged, Mihere were fifty of usg sat the entrance examr in wy
area. We had time to talk in the evenings - the exams coverved several subjects,
and last-minute studying wasn't allowed; you were supposed to know everything
thoroughly before you applied. Well, of that fifty, thirty-two just wanted off
Tarth; %o travel, to see the galaxy. 'Why pay to go to Alpha Centouri on a
space liner when you can go on a Starshi and be paid for doing itY! one gixrl
salds Of the other eighteen, seven wanted '7o be among those carrying the bhene-
fits of Tewran civilisgtion to the uneducated aliens'. Not one of those thirty-
nine pasgsed; scme of them were brilliant in every other subject but failed on
their psychelogy tests, Of the other eleven, three passeds the other eicht
missed by failing other subjects. You had to make 80Y pass to specialise, though
itfte only 750% for security and non~specialist crew.®

gpock nodded agreement. "o you vwemember how I came to Join the Eniterprise,
Doctoxr,™ he asked, '

iYes, of course 1 do," MeCoy replied. The Interprise had bheen short-staffed
in the Selence department, and Spock, travelling with them after the Wulcan
clvilian scientisis he wagd commending had been rescusd from Zaynol, the exploding
satellite of an uninbabitable planet, had acted as science officer for the
remainder of the vayage. He had enjoyed the work sc much that on his return to
Vulcan he had gone to the Starbase there asking o join the Interprise...and
three of his party with him. They had all been delighted when the four Vulcans
had jolned the Interprise, albeit on a tewporary posting which, within six wonths,
had been made permanent. Two of them had now besn transferred to other ships,
but Spock and Seval were still with them.

“our qualifications were completely acceptable to Starfleet,® Spoclk said,
ibut we were given a psychological test before we were accepted. The temporary
posting was in lieu of the training period when any further paychelozical
inadeguecies wnight have shown up.?”

vieCoy looked from one to the other. "I knew of course that the psychology
tests falled a percentoge of applicants for Starfleet,™ he sald, his veice
trovbled, fhut T hadn't realised it was so high.?

“That's because you've naver bheen inveolved with new applicants, Donmes.®

“Yes, I know, but only about one percent of medical stafl fzils for
peychological ressons. [ agsumed thal percentage was aboui the nomm,®

sPpople who go in for medicine usually know what they're letting themzselves
in for," Wivk gaid. "Selfish people don't usuvally choose that particular job.®

Meloy nodded, dropping the subject. They walked on for some winutes in
silence. Tho trees thickened after a while, then thinned out again. In the wnore
open space, & herd of animals was grazing. One looked up as the Starflieet officers
walked out from pmong the trees, watched them for a moment, then lowered its
head 10

“ioytre not afraid of us,” Kirk bresthed, stopping entranced.

We did select a particularly remote area to visit," Spock pointed out,
;i

equally quietly. “They may have Iittle, if any, acquaintance with bipeds.?

“Or elee thls planet has true conservation?' lMeCoy suggested.

“ramybe Bpock ot it right with the insects,”™ Xirk ssid. ™We smell wrongy
they mightn't recognise us as o possible danger.¥

o~

WPut welve not - are we?" MeCoy askoed. It was one thing to slaughter form
animals that were bred for their meat; 1t was gquite another even to think of
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murdering ons of these dainty pixie-mounts.

“pefinitely not,” Wirk replied. Suock looked from one to the other, nct
quite sure why beings who normally and cheerfully consumed meat should be so
opposed to killing cne of these creatures., Ceriainly they were atbtractive, but
then go were meny of the animels that Fumans slavghtered for thelir tables.

inother beautiful head lifted for a momenty the cresture walked a few paces
and lowered its head again, nibbling at the iush grass. A butterfly landed
briefly on its shoulder, and as a muscle twitched, flew off again.

They waitched for some minutes while the herd drifted part way acrosz the
clearing, then they walked on, leaving the animals gtill grazing peacefuily.
"There did avpear te be sowme small insects present apart from the bultterflies,?
Spock commnentad.

“Mhoge twitching muscles slso indicated that insects do bother them,® iicCoy
said. “People cantt Twitch their muscles like that - the abllity has atrophied,
if ever Fan had it, since primstes leacrned to use their hands to brush amnoying
flies awey. And creatures thal aren't bothered by flies never develop the
contrel to twitch wmuscles - they don't need to."

shortly after that, they heard the sound of rushing water, and speedad up,
curiouse They came out of the wood and stopped shorty then backed inte the
sheltvr of -the treecs again,

Ahesd of them was & river. It flowed out of & cave and rushed rapidly down-
hiil into = deep velley. Itg descent could not be called a waterfall, but it
did pour down in a succession of wrapids and tiny falls, thoush for how fax they
could not see Ffyrom thelr position hidden awong the trees. It would have halted
thelr advance even if the place had gtill been deserted. 3But it was not.

#eside  the river, just below the cave on a pilece of relatively £iat grcund,
gat a veblcle. From its generzl build it was clearly designed for travelling
over rough ground, and that was underiined by the complete lack of any obvious
track leadingz to the cave., BReside the wvehicle, a2 bhig tent and seversl smnaller
one g had been erected: Kirk glanced at 8pec, his face accusing.

Why wasn't the presence of this camp noted hefore we came down¥ he hissed.

Veloy wag watching the wmen bustling about the tents and wehicle. #1 think
they 've just srrived, Jim," he muttered.

¥irk looked back, noting the equipment still being carried frowm the vehicle.
rou conld he wight -~ sorry, Spock.”

o

They continued to watch, Spock tsking a record of The procecdings on his
tricorder. ¥i think our camp will remain undetected,” he murmured ot last, ¥It
appears e be a mountaineering expedition — cbgserve the ropes.®

, not mountaincering,® Kirk replied alter a moment, "Caving. Those are
wet sults they've unpacking now." He glanced up st the sky., WWell, theylve
certainly nicked 2 good time for it. The river leoks guite low, too; I doubt
itt's rained for a while, and it looksiset to stay dry for another day or two,?

They watched ags the groun of netives, oblivicus of thelr watchers,
carry some eguipment dnto the cave mouth, confiruing XKirk's conclusion.
are btaking s lot of eguipment with them,® Spock said.

HTooks 1ike They may be planning a trip to last a few days,” ¥Kirk said.
“They've sel un g bage camp, and I suspect that a couple of the party will stay
there -« maybe more. The other's'll explore onwards through the caves. They may
come hack out at night, leaving a set route - ropes fixed, etc = to help them
get back o thelr sxploration zone each day - until they get too deep to do that,
They wmust have a prelbly good idea that that's a deep cave system.®

“You sound a8 if you know something sbout cawving,™ McCoy sald.

Kirk shook his head. "Fot really., I never went in for it, but wy brother
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did some spelunking when he was at university - they had a gpeleological club,
and they 4id one orx two fairly extensive explorations. Most of the more accesg-
ible caves on srth have heen pretty thoroushly explored in the lagt thres
hundred yvears: whal were left were caves in less accessible places and ones that
the techuniques of the past weren't sufficient fo get inte. I went along with the
club duwing cne school heliday as nart of the surface team - they were slways
glad of one or ftwo nom~cavers for surface support, to do the cooldng, ete. And
to raise the alarm call for help, if things should go badly wrong. One of Szm's
friends used to lk about one trip he had done - the surface party was wade up
of cavers 100, mﬂd while the msin p iy went deep, the surface lot decided to do
some exploring of their own. /nd of course scwmething went wrongs there was a
rockfall, and the 'surface'! lot; who weren't supposed to be undergrouvnd at all,
were brepped.  When the main party returmed towards nightfall, there was no sign
of their 'supnort! team and no indication of vhere theyv had gone. It took a

week of searching hefore they found the rockfall, reached the correct conclusion,
and dug, Wt by that diwme it was teo Iates; they were all dead. The fall had

got one of thoerw, and the other two had died of thirst and cold. 3So they vere
alveys keen fox one or two felk along who didatt want o go underground. However,
they took us down a couple of times ~ not deep, just enough to let us know what
was what - o lebt us see what it was like," He grinned. I wasn't drawn to it,
but T suspect that that was what made me interested in wountaineering; in many
ways itt's similax. But I prefer to have space above my head...not hundreds of
tong of solid vock.w

e turned hig attention back to the group arcund the cave mouth, "ihere -
they're wetting reaedy to take some uore of their equipment into the cave. They
may he storing it in the wmouth of the cave for accessibility - and to lesave more
room in their tents.”

A ‘Hoy vatched, it becawe clear that nothing major was planned by the sroup
at the cove for that day. The natives = who on first sight could well have passed

&8 the same race as the Tamonsg - began te busy themselves with little dasks about
the CeIng they were clearly intending to stay for some time, 4fber watching

for a . the Moterprise wen, thelr direct route onward doubly hlocked, wi
drew gilently,

Kirk mused, this has not bheen a wasted day. We'lve had a good

carned oulto a T0t about the native race.  Spock g0t 'bmc Lﬁo.
oe-up Te ndLnL on them.

ks

& their way back to their own camp glowly, each man enjoying the
2 heauly of the acenery.

N
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peace and

Wbeir camp was undigtuorbed - not that they had expected anything else. Hirk
Jo

contacted the ship, asking for the latest news on the scans.

Wie, Chelov is hopeful about one g oup of stars at 249 mark 3,% Wood

reportad., “The star groupings, while not e»aot, are close to one in our racords;
he is checliing out the spectral types now. e hesitated. "Captain, we have
moere evidence of our practical Joker,® His voilce was grin,

HWeag, M, Woodh

i niece of chewing gum stuck inside the navigational console. It explains
why there was that blank in the na quaulﬂnhl record it was jamming a contacth.w

Wirkts liog tightened. #That isn't a Joke. That becomes sabols Sohe
srowled,
Pt was undoubbtedly meant as a Joke," Wood saild., "The perpetrator couldn't

know that ths results would prove serious.” Kirk could almost sense his bhiué..
ALl that was probably intended was for whoever was 1n navigation when 11 was
digcovered to get a very red face,

Spmybe. It gtlll isn't funny, snd once we get back into Federntion space
T ointend to send a very strongly-worded message to Starfleet Comnand on the
subjeat of a break-down in the psychelogical testing somewhere. There's no olace




30

on & Starship for anyone as Lrresponsible as a practical Joker. vhat about the
Trangporter’y

S8E1ll nothing, sir.”
“You could try locking for chewing gum in that, too," Kirk said pointedly.

The information put him out of temper for the rest of the evening, dsspite
all that his friends could do or say. Without that blank in thelir navigational
record they could perhaps have found their way home without so wmany of the
crew having extra work to do.

wwventually MeCoy gave up trying to cheer him up and joined his muttering.
"t LAl get him," the doctor assured Kirk. "I'1li get him., What if thers's
nothing in thelr psychological records to show that one of the crew's a practical
joker - T can always re-test them.”

Kixk half smiled an acknowledgement of McCoy's support. M"it's not faixr to

Jda

give you the extra work tco,’ he said, but half-heartedly.

H7im, T want to catch this idiot Jjust as much as you do., It'1l be worth
the extra work," he assured his friend.

They settled down early that night., Although they had not covered half of
the digtance they had originally intended, all - even the indefatigable Spock -
were bired, and they sleopt well.

They carefully avoided the direction of the natives'! camp over the next
couple of days ag they explored thelr surroundings. They saw many animals, and
all were surprisingly tame; they saw no carnivores; but found evidence that
these did sxist when they came across a half-eaten carcasg, the bones shovwing
geratehes that could only have been made by large Tangs. Kirk looked at the
marks thoughtfully. PIT the crew ever does get shore leave, I hove everyone
remembers not to lose caution,® he sald grimly.

That night ~ the fifth of thelr stay at the planet ~ McCoy had invoked his
maedical suthority to forece Kirk to stay there se long, with Spock supperving him
enthusiastically — as they sat over thelr evening meal, a cold wind started to
hlow gustily, bringing clouds with i+,

Mooks like we'tve had the best of the weather,” Kirk commented. ™I hope the
cavers! surface team are reporiting the change of weather to the folk below
ground., It will rein tonighit,®

Pefore he could meke his nightly call to the Interprise, Uhura called them,
confirming his forecast. M"I've been lisfening in to some of the native trans-
misglons," ghe said. "The forecast for your ares is a severe storm.?

Wiimm, L think we'll come back up.” Kirk glanced at his friends. #The
plenicts over. Let's get packed up. There's no point in letbing curselves be
caught tnnecessarily in a storm.”

7T could get -~ " Spock began,

Kixk shook hig head. "You'll get 2ll the readings you're going to get fwom
the ship, I Spocks. T don't like this drop in temperature. Iven without
Thurats confirmation, I was thinking of going home anyway.®

Thay bustled around, packing everything up. Ealf an hour later they vere

I

rack abeard the nberprise.

¥irk headed hedwards a couple of hours later, passing his First Officer and
Lt. Lester from Security in the corridor as he went. He paused and glanced
after thew, watched them disapvear into Wood's cebin. Ue scowled, unbmppy at
the inferences. 1%t was not good for discipline for senior officers to be on such
intimate terms with the junior crew, but if Wood wanied to stick his neck out,
e was welcome to. HKirk was too tired at the moment to care; he was looking
forward to a long relaxing shower and a resd of his favourite bock before he put




hisg head down.

within five minutes he wag cursing angrily. e punched the intercom.
"Wirk to fngineering.®

There was a brief pauge, then, "Scott here. The Chief Fngineer sounded
harassed. '

SHeotty, something's wrong with my shower - %
Tt running cold," Scott finished with him.
You lkpow /M

Hherets not a drop of hot water to be had on thig ship, sir. I've been
vun of T wy Teet this last ten minutes with cowplaints from folk... Somecne
unknewn has tampered with the master thermostat and jawmmed it on cold., It was
eagy enough lo discover that —~ hut the deil's in it to know what to do about it.%

L$

“injam 1t,Y Kirk said reasonably, with the quiet patience of 2 man vho dares
not lose his temper.

T can't, sir. Yhoesver Jammed it did a thorough job. It needs o replace~
ment unpit. ..

Shich we can't get until we get home again?" Kirk guessed.
TAye, sir.v

{irk drew a deep breath. "Well, there ig this to it," he gaid, still
guietly, Pvhoeover was responsible will have to suffer cold water along with the
rest of ws.” Damn practical jokers! he thought.

Than
With o Loy

he remembered the Tharrek. He had better warn Sgrral, at least...
ng glance towsrds his bed, he left the cabin,

]

e wag almost at Bgrralte cabin when the door opened and [rovieal came out,
Fig teil wos angled unusually low, and his esys were drooping. Kirk had Just
long enough to wonder what Sgrral's newly-promoted ailde had done wrong when
Arovrel saw him,

faptain.®  There wag a slight tremor in his voilce. 91 was Just conming to
find you., Sgrral... The Awmbassador is very ill,®

wrongt?  Wirk knew that the Ubar sensed his very real concern.

o The fmbassadcr is very old, Captain. He had hoped o
al, so~imporiant misgicn for Ubarr...in spite of all our |
He was advised to rebire, but he refused to consider 1G.F

thisg one
could =say.

“Ttve known Humans the same," Kirk said sympathetically. "Theylre terrified
of geening useless, of admitting that they're old encugh to retire...ond they
usually diz in harness. T by any chance one of them is forced Ho wetire, ha
seldom lives long.w :

N

7 think Sgrral will be one to die in hamess,” Rrovral answered schexrly.
"Tndeed, T think he is gquite close to death now,"

Fhat badte Kirk was startled. Fe turmed towards the nearest intercom.
"You den't have a fealer in your party, do you?®

#a

“irk punched the intercowm. M"Hirk o Sickbay.®

ooy hera,”

hossador Sigralts ill, Hones. Frovral thinks itrs just old age
you come dowm and have 2 look at himTH

hut can

Ton wy wey.' The intersom clicked of £,

Rroves]l turned to accompany Kirk back into his superior's cabin.
Ambassadorts Chief Adviser, vou will be heading your group during his illnesg =
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s T corcect?®

YYam, And 1f he does die, I will become Ambassador in his place. T 2m not
ready for the responsibility yet, Captain. I am only a Chief Secrebtarys under
ncrmal circumstances, I would not have been promoted to Chief Adviser fox atb
least snother year.,” His ears flattened even more. "I am not - wmight nsver be -
ready to be an Ambassador.®

Kirk leooked gympathetically at him. "Y¥ou mean you're not experienced
ehough 77

Wgow can I be a good Ambassador without even the experience of one mission
as an Adviger?" Rrovral asked. "Especlally since I have not had a full cycle of
expericnce as a Secretary.”

“i'm sure the others will help you - " Kirk began.

HHelp mev"  Rrovral interyupted. "Yes, they would if they could =~ hut all
of us are now avtomatically raised o grrade by Verak's death, and if Sgrrel dies

too, we will all be raised twe grades = and none of ug are old enough yet for
the new respongibility.”

tGldt enough?  Was promotion among the Ubarrak usvally by age, then, or was
the traaslaotor merely ziving the clogest approximation it could to what Hrovrial
had actually ssid. Vell, it didn't waiter. 'As the new senior of your groun,
sir, I wmust sveak to you on the matter that criginally brought me heve.”

#imbassador Sgrral did mentlon the problems that made it difficult for us to
land, Captain. We all concur with his agreement.”

o, et lsnt't the problem, sir, You way have noticed that it ie ilmposs~-
ible to obizin hot watert®

5T had not...but then, my race dows not use heated water for arnything.®

Kirk gigbed with relief. "Then this is not an inconvenience to you.9 He
thought for & moment, then said, "I'1ll sxplain after Dr. MelCoy has geen the
Ambassedor.

“Texy well.™ Rrovral busszed at Sgrralts doors entered, followed by Kirk,
The TMumen crossed o the hed and looked down at the Ambassador.

"itm gorry you'lre not feeling well, sir.®

4 made o weak gesture. " passing weakrness, Captain, nothing more,®

‘.?:5:1”1 gure of 1t, Si'i? hut I'VG Ca]:lild DT ”CCO.‘,’“ to have o Look at Vou anyway,
a8 I understand you have no Healer in your partby.®
Berral rumbled slightly, deep in his throat. "hoesg your Healer lknow Ubax
madicine &

ot much,® Kirk admitited as the huszer sounded once more. Brovral zlanced
at the subservient female who stood at the foot of the bed, and called, “Come in."

Feloy envereds so fazst that it wag clear to Kirk that he had bharely delayed
long encugh bo hear the permissgion. The dector hurried over, scanner alineady in
hand, ¥He wan it over the Lnbessador's body, and frowneds vepeated the exanine
ation, and said, T want the Ambassador in 3ickbay immediately.®

A8 Wirk reached for the room intercom, Rrevral sald, "what 1ls wrong with

i

; : O
Ambasgador Sgrral’

Kooy leoked at him, his Llips set. 9YIn my opinlon, the Ambassador's been
polgoned.”

e geoud that met in the briefing room less than an hour later was utterly
depressed. ¥Fast as MceCoy had moved, it still had not been fast enoughy Sgrral
had died 2 few minubes previcusly.
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Kirk looked round the group. TeCoy, of course; frovral: Sprrel's wete,
her tail drooplng almest pervendicular o the zround, her scquired siatus lost
with her wmate's deaths She looked very cld, and Kirk suspected that she, boo,
might die before they could leave hore. Spock. WYood, who as Firet 0fficen
reslly should he here as well, had heen lelt on dutys Kirk doubted that he could
2dd anything sisnificant to thely enguiry.

Have you any idea wnat polson was used, JBones?" Hirk asked.
FeCoy shook his head helplesgsly. "The one thing T'm sure of iz that he was

poisoned, replied. "But it had to be a Ubar poison, (ne that was vainless,
tooy  the jmbassador was in no pain. He just...faded away.®

w2

Wizk zlanced at Rrovral., "Have you any idea who might have wanted the
imbasgsador killedrv

e Tharts ears flattened slighitly. "Yiny one of usg might bave geen the
opportunity for advancement,” he said honestly, Yeven although we had alweady
been advenced one place by vrrak's death. The Afubassador wes oldy T myself
thought it was only his age... Whoever killed him wust have depended on the lack
of 2 Fealer with our party Io disguise the fact that it was poison. Your Healer
is most gkilled, to ildentify this in & species unkoown to him.©

¥irlk made a mentel neote that in spite of hiz diffidence, Rroveal was wmanaging
to carry out bils new Tesponsibilities pretiy adequately.

YeCoy was gpeaking.. "Polson always shows up if the exgmination is carried
out goon encugh after death," ¥Meloy said gloomily, not at all cheered by the
compliment, Phe idea of gnuntraceable poison is very nice - for a wurderer -
but 1tts a wyth. Provided a doctor knows the basic physiclegy of the patient,
any foreign suhgtance ilmbibed shows up. When T knew we'd be carrying your people,
T did some checking up, Just in case...”

Shre there any painless Ubsy polsonsy® Kirk asked.

Feovinlts cars flattened slightly wore. “There is one,” he sald with
cbhvious reluctance. "It ls used by Vealers to give suthanasgia to the incurably
illes.provided the patient requests it, It is almost impossible to obtain - for
those vho are not Fealers.®

ot not completely Impossible?V Spock asked,

£

"o iz cowpletely impeossible to obilain if one wanlts it encugh,” hrovral
answered., YTt is not unknown for a Healer to zive a dose to & friend vwho wiches
to put o vet out of pain, for example, OFf course, 1f it is discovered, the
Hegler is denied further supplies, and is disgraced...” -

&
>

cndbbled his wpper lip, wondering how to put the next guestion withoub
offending. Vnid the Ambassador say anything to yvou about a.s.a problem one of
your Juniors iz having ¥

Sio,t movieal sadld, tut Xirk noticed the female's ears twitehis

e menticned 1t to you; MValan®®

Thea Ten glanced 2t Rrovral es if asking permission to speak bhefore she
replied. 'y wmate mentioned it," she said. "He was concerned, and asked me to
gpeak . te Junior Brrbrr when the occasion arose, He did not want to...io stress
it, but he thought to investigate...®

e

hid you speak to her " Kirk asked gently, realising that 211 Uhar fensles
were wvery lacking in self-confidence, Damn sexusl inegquality anywey!

wat - the opportunity hed not arisen!

SiTo

wiihat i thig problem?? Rrovral asked with all the authority of his now
position, and Ki nodded approvingly to himself. The Uher was ceriainly
to develop his self-confidence.
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Fo explained brieflys; Rrovral's ears flattened entirely. "Impossiblals he
Zaspad.

ihat was whalt Ambassador Sigred thouslit, but what rescson would ny commni-
caticons officer have for inventing anch o tale?h

"ndersccretary Drakk did not bring his wate," the female pointed oul, “And
e if you agk your mate, Ambassadeor Rrovral, I think you will find that she does
not truet Deaklk elther.®

Yho youdt Xivk asked her pointedly.

Hic,t she whispered,; her ears flattening.
“why not © Spock pul in.

~rhre's

“Tesefear him,® she veplied, “Captain, without asking...I believe
gtory is true.!

“Yet that does not make him a killer,® Syock put in. P11 it wmight prove 1s
that he has no morals where femzales are concernced,”

M, Wood

wled. “Commander Wood likes him,” he said. "nd he toll
v28 watching

3 known on Ubarr for the shortness of his temper.! . He w

Short~tempered?’ Rrovrael exclgimed. "Mever!®

ST didat't believe it either,” Xirk said. “Yebt Drakk seid it. Ambassador,
T think thot Draklk needs to be watched b

dleptain., Jrakk hes always dons his work efficiently," Breveal said.
Serral could lose his temper with an inefficient worker, yes -~ but he had never
necdaed to do go with Drakk.®

50 he nad some other reason then spite for saying that,™ Kick commentad.
Shmbassador, would you ecall Drakk ambitioug®®

SULthin reason, yes...but no more so than meny of our rece., Fromotion wonld
inevitebly come with age, By the time he is fifteen or so, he could reasonably
axpect to he an Adviser.®

1

“Perhans he lg more ambiticus than he has let you gee,™ Kirk sug:
Hyell, we can prove nothing...but mey T suggest that you wateh what you est,
Ambagsador, ™ '

#vou think the killer may try o murder me, tooth

T4 dentt unlikely...unless it wes a personal grudge killing,” Xizk Sold him,

Finimesinative, Capltain,™ Spock put in. "he more Uhar whoe die, the fever
are left o suspect; and the killer must surely be Ubar.®

wirk nodded, then glanced at Troviel., YThere is one cthoer thing,? snld,.
e have aboard this ship what Humans call a practical joker. He hos §e QS BUne
he hag - heen respongible for several...jokes...gome of thew gquite dangerous.
8o fax we hove no clues ag to his identity - but we'll get hiwm. T didn
anything before, but he's extending the scope of hig 'JOPln”' into areos of
maximan incoovenience to the waxisum number of people. T mentioned cold wolex
L0 yeu wiler n:yy rzce prefers to use warm wabter to wash., That is cuwrently
thanks to him,®

ian, I osse, Ceptaln,?

broke wpy, the Ubarralk leav' g together. &pock murmured an crouse,
the two Humans looked at cach o*%ﬂﬂ

condd Brovreal be the killer, Bones? He's the one who stends to zoin the
MOSTewed

PeCoy wmake a face. They all move up enother step in rank, den't they?"
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rou mean an over-zubliftlious younger one wanting to move up even further
before hets renlly resady?™

YYes. “rovral strike a gteady, conscientiouvs, competent worker,
but not a varbiculerly ambitiocus oney someone who will accept promotion when -
if - it comes, but won't necegsarily so out seeking it...and who will probably
nake a domn sight better a Job of it than the ambiticus pusher. Seme of thoge
over-zmblitious ones don't know thelr limitations,™

Hhre you saying that ambition ig a bad thing?" Xirk asked.

3

ot necessarily. Ambition can be a very good thing if it pushes someone
on and into the job he's most suited for, Iut over-zmbition -~ that's had.n

¥ivk sighed. "One of the younger ones... That could very easily bring us
back to Drakk e stood, suddenly needing to wmove, and walkedlround the table
to ¥eCoy'ts : BT know =~ it's sagy To zocuse gomeone just becauss we know
something wbovt him that we don't like, comsider unacceptable. The only cne of
usg all wihe ha

€

P ¥ieCoy said bluntly.

book,’

T

ST know Spock had 2 little..difference of opinion with Rivas over a skimped
cleaning job that could have endangered the whole ship...what have you got
ageinst him? I haven't noticed hiw particularly except that he was on a paint
job the night the Ubarrak doors were 'decoraied!, and he denied all knowliedge
of it, I'm inclined to bhelieve him, too - he didn't strike me as heving much
imaginetion.”

ST don't like his psyche reports. Oh, they're all within scceptable
Limitg o he woulda't be here, but I wouldn't like to trust him in a really
tight coraer. I think he wmight Just snap.m

“Tack of stability?®

iTndicated. .’ Feloy frowmed alightly. "gelf-interest ratings are only
just within the acceptable ronge, toon.®

STt net sure that T ocare for that couwbinagticon,” Kirk said slowly.

Wiior do 1, but there's nothing I can do sbout it szince the Acadewy doctors
pagssed him -~ until he does snap.©

wioyowhich bime he covld have caused the desths of several good men,b® &
growled. vhy don't they moke sure Academy doctors have actusl space eupen

fGome do,t MeGoy protested. PhHut T'd agree, they should all have some, even
LT 21l the Acndemy did was have them posted to the médical department of a Star-
ghip foxr six wmonths before thelr appointment. The Surgeon~Genersl did twy ot one
peint to make that & mling ~ not Toketa, the one before him = but he wag voted
down, the given reason being thot wmost Fleet medical staffl were over-age when
they retired eand didn't want a shore posting before that, and they wouldn't get
gtaff 47 they insiszted on erbitrery ghore postings...the argument being that
anyone who wanbted to go into space applied for an active pogting and thosge who
didnt't shouldnt't bhe made to. As Spock would say, 1t wasn't exactly a logical
sypunent; if six monthe! sctive sexvice was a pre-requisite for o damn! welle
paid jeb, applicents would know the score and accept it,V He hesitated, then
went on. Jiw, you're not going to like this - I didn't vhen I read it, It
cawe in with a Lot of cther reporis, and I only got round to rearding it novw.
his. buginess of the proctical Joker, and those two clowng in Tnzineexing
gtacflest Command pushed throush a new ruling thot superseded the old one about
not having exireme extroverts on Starships. Tokete fought it, but the hest he
counld manage was to have it woade for a trial pericd initially, and on only thiree
agn't
worked, The two in ‘ingineering were funny originaily, YTut I've noticed that
now, when they geb steried, folk begin slipping avay, and Scotly tells we they're
not liked in his departnent. (ood workers, always pull thelr welght...bhut

<

#)

shipg - hut we seem 0 he one of then. Personally, I'd say the expsruiont h
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they tre not liked,’

Wirk vag scovling blackly before MeCoy finished, "Well, the report Stare
fleet gets from me will be one they don't like. TU's already partly drsfted...
Nalc

Rones, = you 8till sure the practical Joker isn't one of your two !funny men'?y
"Prebiy sura. No, the joker isn't thst obviouvs. He's hiding it - I'm sure
of that Semewhere along the line he's learned something about psychcelogical

L]
tests, and how to fake 'normal'. I have a horrible feeling that thig situation
would have arisen even without Starfleet's new muling. And I'11 tell vouw some=~
thing else -~ it's not helping morale among the new crewmembers, either., I've
had several of them come to me with minor ailments, and in every casce the wreal
cause is that they feel that the rest of the crew is watching them. I've scored
them 211 off the list of possible suspects," he added wryly., ®Ii's down to Four-
teen ox fifteen now.®

fhe intercom buzzed., ¥irk reached to it. "Kirk here.m

*Kyle, sir, We've finally traced the Transporter malfunction. It was

another bit of chewing gum...and whoever planted it knew exactly where to out it
for wmaximum effect and minimum traceability.n

“lean vou get it Lixed?n

Thransporter workinr nov, sir.,"

Miell, that's something., Well done, Mr. Kyle. TYou can start heaming down
ghore leave paries - 1f anyone wants to go down in the rein.® Rirk switched off
and looked at MeCoy. "Whoever planted the gum knew where o put it. ¥hoever

gummed up the nevigational console algo knew where to put it... That says
tengineer! to wme

STh dees locok like 1t,7 MeCoy conceded. He was interrupted as the intercom
huzzed agaln.

SThes, Ceotasin. I'w picking up o siznal from the planet., Yhere's o big
caving cxpedition trepped underground by {lcod water as 2 result of the recent
storm, in the area we selected for shore leave,?

Kirk groened. "ihat omst be the group we saw. The place'll bhe thick with
regscuers, relatives, Press... Hold the shore parties agsin. See if My, Chekov
can Find someplace else as remota.”

Wire could wmeyvhe help those natives, Jim," MeCoy said.

THonefe. s The Prime Nivective...t

TH's a Class 7 culture, Jim. FReady for contact. Tt we don't need to
reveal ourgelves ag offworlders. Co in as a group on holidey and offer %o help.

You have colimbi CXPETLICOCR . o o

GTrd likte to help, Bones, but...w

Srontve broken the Prime Directive before when it's heen necossayy,' Mceloy
pointed oub.

“Yes, but we don't know that it's necessary this tlume,"

hroke in again. "Captain, the prOTi“ are that it's lwmposaible to
reach anned men becsuse of the water. They don't have sufflcrmnt! advanced
hreatl to get through one flooded gection. The forecast is moxre

rain ve uun't help, those trapped men arve dead.”

10 wight, Kivk sald decisively. ¥Put me onto shipwide comminicatbion,
Thurs. .. This is the Captain. I reguire five men or women with expericnce of
caving - or at least wountainesring. Report to the transporter room in ten
minutes, wearing civilian clothing.”

BT coming with you, Jim," McCoy said. #You mey need a doctor.™
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Pyou don't have any experience, do you, Roneg?h

Wrgll s no, butb
“at nothing. You can come down, hut wait on the surface, preferably out
of gight ~ we won't tell then where we come frow 1T we can nvold it. 2ul if one

o

of vour staff volunteers, then T'11l certsinly toke him ~ or her.!

Spock med them on the way to the tronsporter room. "I have some experience
ne seid guletly, "I volunteer to accompany you.¥ The offer was expected
especiclly since the Vulcan was wearing c~ivilian clothes very like those they had
geen on the strface.

¥ixk locked pointedly at the Vulcan's elegant ears. "ot unloess
get the full guota among the Humans,” he said, "But T would apprecla’ i
you stood hy with a second group - if we gel that wany volunteers - just in case
we need you.h

"\} 0

7 ovenld be wearing a helmet, " Spock pointed cut.,

U know.eslbut Spock, I do need someone I can tiust to head a possible hack-
up groun. Ye don't know if the ftrapned cavers are injured or if they'lze just
unable to get past the water. We'll take life-support belts -~ that'll be the
lightest and most efficient way of getting throusgh the flocded tunnels - 0

“Tﬂ that casgo, you might ag well shout "We're offworldersi' before you
sbart," #cCoy commented. "Who on this planet possesses such a thing? But atb
leget they've far encugh advanced to realise it's technology, not witcheraft,”

WAt ghed., "Tou're right, RBones. Damn,” e thought hawrd as they
continued their way to the transvorter room. "We'll have to tell then...if

thoge wmen axe to he saved,”™

,‘nci
QULL@red

There were mine of the crew in the transporter Ivom when they snte
elpht men and one of the junior murses. Pive of the men, ¥irk kuow,
gome degzec of injury during the ion storm that carvied them hove, huv
cholce but to accept thelr offer. Xirk picked hig group gquickly, Leo :

the injured nen to form Spock's baclk-up group. Then he collected the belts, with
a dozen spare ones, and they besmed down among the ltrees overleooking the cave.

e gren cound the mouth of the cave showed Little movementd. fbout
pecple wore gothered bogether round the tentsy there was an alr of waid ;
about bhem, Hirk glanced up at the overcast sky. It had a heavy, brooding look
and a hoziness near the howlzon speke to him of raln falling., Witnin the catohe
ment aree of whatever rivers ran through the cave? Probably.. As the twansporter
o gignalled the arvival of the gecond group, Kirk walked forward.

e

bwenty

They were a2lmest at the tents beflorve they wers seen. 4 wan with an aiv of
suthority that still failed %o mask the worwy on his face tumed to meetb

“that news of the rescue?! ¥irk asked.

The wan shocl his head, "The resoue pariy can't get wvast a long
way thatts filled with water. Who are you’®

iy neme's Hirk. We think we can help you, Mre...?"

@
e

iWeowen - Nom Keowen, It Chiefl of Police for this State.® THe was
leoking cuestioningly at XKirk and his party

PTtte too complicated for we to give you the full story now, hut I think we
have equimzment that will Tet us reach the trapped cavers," ¥ick said, Uimactly
how wmany of thew are brappedi®

Nehere ore Tive men underground,’ Weowen said. e don't know 11 any are
hurt. v




Right.7 He glanced at his group. "Let's get on with it.0

"ait o rinute," Keowen interiupted. "Just how experienced are you? That
cave rates D, and T don't see that you have that wmuch eguipment with you.®

“him T vnderstand it, it's lack of breathing apparatus that's holding the
rescue hack,' Kirk said guietly. "We have special breathing apparatus that will
lef us past the flcoded section, T assume there are fixed ropes to that point,
and that the initial party will have left ropes beyond it too, down to wherever
they are.®

ell, yes," Keowen agresd, "but - "

WWith respect, sip, there ign't time to argue about it. Therels more rain
falling even now. My group all have some experience, and one of them is a
nurse.’ Fe glanced at Spock, waiting with the four men who were to provide the
hack-up groun, and the Vulcan gave him his quiet almost-~smile.

b

T will explain to Mr. Keowen," he prouwised. Kirk nodded and led his group
towards the cave.

Keowen watched them zo, then looked at 8Spock. "xplain?®! he began. ‘flxplain
what - 27 Fisg egyes widened asg, for the first time, he registered the elegant
peinted ears, the green-tinted gkin,

e do not belong to your world, Mr. Keowen," Spock sald quietly. ©ife are
from other worlds., Your own culture is on the verge of developing space Tlight,
ig it not

Keowen nodded, still looking slizhtly stunned. "We've put up artificial
gsptellites,” he said,; his voice oddly blank, "and sent a couple of probes to
the moon.”

iTne vsual bezinning," Spock agreed. "Many other planets have reached «
and pagsed ~ that stage of development. Vhen we find a culture advanced enocugh,
we mske contact, uvsually after some years of study. Here... We found your world
by accidenty our communications officer picked up your broadeasgts. We realiged
that thege wen would die without our interventions so - here we are.V

“and wirat happens now?"  Keowen sounded slightly suspicious.

“Honpens? Ve . can tell yeour pecple about our Pederation - bhut that is 2l1l,
We are logb.®

Togt? As advanced as you are, and you're losgt?®!

T4 gounds unlikely, does it not. A gpace storm threw us off course; a
temporary wadifunction cauvsed a gap in our navigational record that makes it

impossible for us to retrace our course. Currently we are working on ascertalne
ing our pesition, but it is a long Jjeb."

Keoven grunted, only half belleving the story. "You're not plenning <o
take ug over i

“Tadeed not,™ Spock said, horrified., "If, on considervation, your pesople
wigh to jJoin the Federation, vou would he welcome; meanwhile, we would give you
any heln we could. Your laws would remain ycurs, and all Federation planets
would — will - honour them.®

e tts casier sald than done," Keowen said with a wry laugh. PCur laws?
Fach country has its own, and while basic laws against theft, etc, are wuch the
game from country to country, there are z few laws in the statute books that are
unique to one country or another - and in some countries things that are illiegal
that are perfectly legal in others.”™ He laughed again. "And you speak ag if
the whole world wmight have one zet of lIzws?Y

“Tn some worlds, that is indeed the case,” Spock said. "In others, differ-
ent areas have thelr own local legislation, as you do. ALl these laws are
reapeched,’
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He wag intermupted by a shrill bleeping., Xeowen jumped; Spock gimply
reached for hisg communicator. "8pock here.®

TR R Y SR VR R T
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¥irk's party mede good time through the cave. The fixed ropes helped 2 loi,
of course, and in this first part of the cave there were even fixed lights on a
continuous flex draped cver protrusions in the rock walls just above hend height.
The initial descent was fairly shallow, with s reasonably flat, sand/mud floor.
Then the cave levelled off for s hundred yards or so, after which it descended
abruptly down a long chimney. The party abseiled down on the fixed ropes,
reaching the bottom with very little effort.

e passage, no longer 1it by the fixed lights -~ these had ended at the top
of the descent « stretched on, lower now, without even fixed ropes to mark if it
wags the right way; only the marks of feet in the mud floor showed that people
had vecently vasged that way. Ducking, Kirk led his party into the tunnel, his
hand«light, so much brighter than the ones on the fixed flex, cutting into the
darkness., After a few yards he had to crawl, but this very low section only
lagted for a Tew yards and he was goon able to straizghten agsin, albeit cautiocusly.

His torch caught the waxy, wet-looking sheen of calecite, dirty white streaked
with grey, brown and green, that coated one wall, but he had neither the time nox
the inclineticn to pause to study it. Above, the reof rose, high and narrows
ahead, the light caught the shape of stalactite curtains hanging down, and on
the ground, o low wall of stalsgmite that rose to meet it. He stepped over 1t
carefully, even in his haste; such a beantiful thing, it had taken so long to
growy 1t would be the work of a second to kick it to pieces. He felt a
momentary regret that Spock was not here to see thils, then dismissed it -~ Spock
could come down later. Butbt, he promised himgelf, he would come with his {riend.
He would welcome the opportunity tc see these gtalactite growths in peace.

The cave widened out slightly, and water welled up from scmewhere underground.
The streanm {lowed beside them for a few yards, then vanished again into the rock
wall. They went on, now picking thelr way through broken rocks that had fallen
from the Yocof, making the floor of the cave uneven., They were descending againg
another fixed rope offered a handhold fto steady them, and they were not aszhamed
to use it.

1

There vas a light ahead of them, though they could only detect it when Kirvk's
movenents wede his toreh dip so that it pointed towards the ground. The cave
opened out inte a hlg, high chambers at the far end of it was o group of men.

The Tonterprise crew strode across to them,

One of then tumed to the newcomers. *It's hopeless,” he said gloomily.
herets o four-hundred-yard passage through there, and the water's got to be up
to the roof the whole way. You can't even see the mouth of it ahove the water.Y

Kirk looked towards where the man indicated, There wag a deep pool at the
end of the chamber; 1% was iwpossible te see where the wsier came from cr went
to, thoush it seemed to be moving from his right fowards his left.

Chey - the water's getting higher," someone said.

Ft's maining agoin,"Kirk teld them., He pressed his lips together. “l've
got sowe new equipment that might let us through," he said., "If you juslt wait a
moment till I report to the surface, we'll carry on.”™ He pulled oui his commun-~
icator, and was answered lmmediately.

He could see that the natives were startled by the voice, and realised that
thig kind of hand~held, wire~less...radlo...was new Lo them,

tenock herel '

“Walve reached the flooded section, Mr. Spock. The water level ig wrising,
There doesn't seem to be any danger of entrapuent to this point. I you want bto
come in o here, do. We'lre going on now,"




WWeg, sic.®

Kirk put the communicator away, and glanced round his group. “Ready?
Relts activated. ILet's go.®

We waded into the wster. Twven through the force~Tield that now surrounded
him, he could feel the chill of the water, and he knew that cold was going to be
a dangerous enemy. When he was walst-deep, he ducked down and began to swin. A
quick dive, and he wag underwaiter, beginning to make his way into the long tunnel
that - with Iluck - was all that separated then from the travpped men.

The tunnel was far from smooth, although it wag probably easler swimmning
along 1% than it must have been walking along it. Probably it was olways partly
filled with water; he swam past some gmall stazlacltites, hut there was no sign
of stalsgmite growth under thew.

It seemed a long four hundred yards. After a while, the roof dipped, and
he houled himgelf alcng, eripping the stones that littered the floor of the
rassages L6 thig point, he realised, the original cavers must have been under
water, crawling along - had the cave been explored thig far before this group
came exploring, he wondered, or were they the firsty o, not the first - Keowen
had said the cave was graded D+. So they would have known how Far the ususlly
flooded section was, 3JHubt the very first cavers to sxplore this far would not
have known. Kirk wasn't sure he would have liked to be the first nan to grove
hig way along here, not knowing if he would pass heyond the flocded stage beflore
his air gave out, not even knowing if there was a way past this section, or if
he would have to try to wriggle cut again, feel first. Then the roof roge again
and Kirk, allowing himself to rise with it, realised that they were through the
flooded section. The roof was high onough that his head was above water. But
the entive width of the passage was still flooded. He dropped his {feet, and
Tound that he was standing in about five feet of water. He waited till the heads
of his party bobhed up beside him, checked that they were 211 there, then
turned to swim on.

The passage went round a cormer, and there was another big cavern similarw
to the earlier one. The floor wag of fairly hard~packed sand/mud and marked with
ripple marks; the sign of earlier, even more severe [looding. Kirk ghone his
Light round the cavern, wondering where to g0 now,.

There was a dark opening where the river disappeared underground again -
Kirk hoved it was o psssage. He led the way towards it.

Yeg; thiz wae the way, all right., A fixed rope beckoned them on,

¥e glanced round his party again. Plve minutes woulda't make that much
difference to the trapped men, but it might make all the difference to
possible vescue., Dellberaitely, he sat on the firm mud and lezned ageinst thse
wall, 9iye've done well so far,” he sgaid. "Take five,v.

sl

The others sank down, and Kirk wondered if the same thought had cccurred to
them that wos now bothering him. There must be at least one more flooded section
that the cavers were unsure of getting throusgh. He pulled cut his communicator.

agivk Lo Spock.”

gpock here.” The recepbion was very poor, and Kirk realised that this was

the last report he would be able to make -~ at least until he was back to this
point azain,

Hatre vast the fivst flooded section, but the trapped men aren't hera.
There muat he another flooded section further on.t

T understand. Do you want me to centinue to your present positiony®

¥irk grinned to himself, the question was so typical of Spock. “Fegative.
Stay at fthe First chamber. T'1L leave one man here to relay messages, but we're
ac deep underground now that I doubt %11 be able to stay in touch with hiwm fox

long."
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nderstood .

As Wirk closed his communicator, he considered his men. The gixl was doing
better than he wmight have expected - medical staff didn't have to meintain gulie
the same high gtandard of fitness that other Starfleet personnel did. Hut he
couldn't leave her, anyway; she might be needed when they found the trapped men.
Grewer vegs an older men — it enough, but ohviocusly feeling the effects of the
minor injuiy he had suffered in the storm,

“Grevwer,i he said, "I want you to stay here as relay, TIf thexrels no word
from me ingide the next two hours, use your discretion about calliing ¥r. Spock
and cowing on. The conditions might have cfapged by then to the point where 1t
would bhe foolbardy to risk the back-up group.

Meg, siv.!

xvm hoped it wouldn't come to that., As well as Grewer, the wmen with fpock
had all guffered in the storm, but in this emergency he had simply had 4o use the
voelunteers he could get. He had no doubits that all his crew would have volunte
eared, had they had the necessary experience.

peliberately, he relaxed, using vechniques Spock had taught him o ease
stiffening wuscles, then, with the five minutes fully up, he rose sgmoothly.
Hletlg get on.®

vhis passage climbed for a few yards, then begsn to descend steeply. They
clung o the fixed rope as they silthered down, lcose bits of reck fallen from
the roof slipping frowm under thelr feet,

D, Kizk thought. D4, He didn't know all that wuch aboub caving, but apart
from the floocded section, especislly the end of it, he hadn't seen anything yet
that he would have graded terribly hard - yet Keowen had spooken asg 1f I was
pretty difficult. Perhaps further in... Gods, the cavers hadn't got themselves
stuck scemewvhere inaccessible, surely? Maybe they were even in a dyxy bit of the
gystem and didn't realise yet that it had been raining? Wo -~ surely they had had
some gurface contact, such zs Ssm's friends had had...yet he conldn't sez, hadn't

gon, any alsn of a telephona wire.

A loose 'rock slid away frowm himy he heard it go, then silence, followed
three or four seconds later by a splash. "Stopl"™ he snapped, clinging frantically
to the wope.

e ghone hiz torch shead of them, and gulped. They were scue three yards
from a sheeyr drops the cave passsge seemed to open out somewhere nesr the LOp
of vel snother hig chamber, and 1f he hadn't kicked that stone, he would hav
been the one to go hurtling down there... Ve flicked open his cgﬁﬁnnicator.

HEewera s

UGrever nera,’

“Warning -~ the passage goes down a steep slope and over a sheer drop.

ioted, sir.”

Ye put the communicator away once more, and inched on downwards. At the
edge, he lezned forward carefully, and shone the torch downwards.

“fello v

The cavers! VWhere were they? The echoes distorted direction. e shons the
torelh in all direetionsg, and saw nothing but the gleam of the light reflecting
of ff water,

Buhiere are yout'” he called.
g your right - over a little - U
There! He could pick them out now - four...no; five faces staring upwards.

Sare you all righte?
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Yalre not art, but when the water began To rize, we lost our lights, We

e

couldn't do anything in the dark but git and walt.”
Han you get over to the rope?" Kirk agked.
Te 1l iyl

While Kixk shone his lamp down for then ~ tnmlanga edged down beside him and
algo leaned over, adding his light to Kirk's -~ the trapped men began o make
a careful way over towards the fixed rope that was thelr only means of exit from
thig chamber,

The water, which from above appeared wmotionlesgs, swirled round the wading
men a5 they wade their way, waist~deep, towards the rope. The light from ths
two lamps vas barely adeguate, ai this distance, to let them see what they were
doing, »ut at least it was giving them s direction, and they held on %o each
cther for balance., It seemed a very long time before they reached the base of
the cliff,

The first men began to climb, prusicking his way steadily up the rope.
When he reached the top, Kirk hauled him over the edge, and he scrambled up the
passage cut of the way. The second man was already begimning to cliub,

Cme by one they wmade their way up the rope. Q(Once they were zll at the top,
¥irk gawve the signal for the party to head back. At least the rescued cavers,
cold though they were, were all mobile., 1t made Life much easier. Indeed, Kirk
was pretlty ceritain that if they hadn't been able to climb cut of the big chamber
under their own steam, it would have been almost impossible to rescue them all.,

Ao they serambled uwowards, Kirk pulled out hisg communicator once more.
Uhrewair - on our way back. We have them," Ie thrust the communicatoer back into
hig ‘belt without waiting for an acknowledgement,

Yhen they reached Grewar, they sank down for another rest. Marss Arbet
checked the five cavers guickiy before she oo sat, nodding to Kirk. #Cold and
tived, sie, bt fit encugh.t

Broodlt e reached for the box containing the spare belts, removed five,
and glung the hox over his bhack zgadin. “Pul thesge on," he teld the w zXeldl
grinmed slightly at their startled cxpressions. "It's a gort of . hreatning
apparatos to get us through a flooded gection.®

1y

")
i
oy

cltsy™ one of the rascued men wmattered, disbelievingly.
Binde de how you switch them on.® Fe demonstrated.
Welte,d the doubting one mutiered again.

Kivk zlonced at the Turse. "Would vou lead the way?' he invited,
that moseuline pride would not permit the doubter to hang back while a
went on shead, apparently trusting cowmpletely to the belts that seemed s0
and unlikely to him.

inadegus

prinned at him, fully aware of his reasoning. She felt no reseniment
cused like thigy  indeed, masculine pride was a weapen she had T
used oncs or twice in the past even among her own shipmates. If she was
surprised 2t Yirk's knowing how potent a weapon 1t was, she gove no sign, but
instead turned and waded into the water. Xirk indicated that one of the cavers
ghould follow her, then one of his cwn men, another caver, and so on.

1

They swem ozsily along the passage, negotiating the flooded section without
problem. There was no current in thers, a backwater formed by floodwatl “e
and emersed, to find themselves greeted by the group who had bee here - the

cad, So find themsel & ted by the g ho had been there the
thuwarted rescue narty - and Spock!s £Toub.
iy o iy

EN

Es

el

) vere hezinning to feel very tirved. Kirk thought of the climb hack
the cave mouth. It goemed 2 very long way.
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Ta the fipst chamber, with a caving helmet covering his belraying eary -
Spock did not reslly feel like explaining where they came from again just yet -
the Vulcan waited tensely for further word from Kirk's party. A cheer went up
from the waiting group when the news was relayed that the cavers had been found,
and cne of the waiting natives headed back towaxrds the cave mouth o pass the
word on to the waiting reportersa.

The assembled natives made te pull the returning group out of the water as
they zppeared, but Bpock stopped them., MHo,% he said. "Let them wade out them
selves, WYWith the special breathing apparatus we're using, you wouldn't be zble
to touch them.® He knew that the men couldn't reslly understand, but he was
8till in no mood to give further details. Why hadn't Kirk let him go too? He
was aware of definite concern for his friend, even though he knew that Kirk was
alive and perfectly well. Yet not so long ago, he had experienced fear - no,
terror - a sudden awareness that ¥Kirk was in danger. Awareness? (Or merely
apprenension? He didn't know. But he would not be able to relax until Kixk
was back here, safe.

Friendship, he thought, For so long 1t had been nothing ut a woxnd -~ a word
whose mesning he had known but which -8till had been meaningless to him, Until
the chance that had brought the Fnterprise past a dying world in time to rescue
a small group of Vulcan scientists. Since then, his life had come to revolve,
illogical though it was, around that emotional concept...and he had no regrets,
unVulcan though he knew himgelf to be now. Only Kizk -~ and to a lesser extent,
KcCoy - knew of his emotional motivation; as long as the rest of the universe
continued to helieve him to be wholly vulecan, his private ewotionaiism didn't
matter.

A head broke the water - Miyse Arhet. She waded oul, tuwming when she was
still knee deep to watch the next swimmer surface. He was unknown to Spock,
Cne of the natives. Then others, but not the one he watched for go mingrily. A
A% last fthe familiar head appesred, last - as he should have expected. Spock
took a deep, steadying hreath, and moved slowly forward, He met Kirlk at the
waterts cdge,

Firk grinned at him. "What 4id you think of the stalactites?" he asked.

It took a2 wmoment for Spock to vealise what Kirk was talking about. 51 don't
helieve T notlced any,” he admitted.

“Well, you can have & look at them on the way out - we'll have time to think
about the scenery instead of the Jjob in hand," Kirk commented, tacitly giving the
Vulcan an 'oult!. "I only barely noticed them myself, we were in so much of a
hurry .

The natives were talking animatedly among themselves: the word 'helit! was
being wepeated. Kirk sighed. There had bLeen no way to help the cavers without
revealing thenselves, and the helts had done that more effectively than anything
else could have done. And If they had not helped, the cavers would certainly
have died there in tha cold of the cave sysiem; the little island of rock on
which ‘they had been sitting would have been underwater shortly. liven as it was,
he was sware that the level of the water in this cavern was fully a feoot higher
than it had been when they went in.

scentlemen,® he said loudly, "Ilsuggest we gel ourselves above ground as
quickly as possible. The river is gtill rising."

On the way up to the surface, Kirk had time to realise Just how tired he
was -~ and the other members of his rescue party too. Pride forced him omwards,
hut the climb up the fixed rope nearly finished him, and as they emerged into
open air he noted that some of the others had not disdained a helping shoulder,

Yeowen wmet them at the mouth of the cave, profuse with his thanksy; Kizk
smiled a0 acknowledgement and turned down his offer of, "If you come with v,
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we'll give you accomodation - %

"ot necessary, thank vou, sir. We'll return to our ship. If you can
contact your governtent, get them to arrange a wmeeting betwsen my people and
representatives of the main countries of your world, all you need do is breadcast
time and place., I'11 have my communications officer monitoring your trans-
migsiong - no need to fear we won't pick it up. And please stress our peaceful
intentionsg.”

He nodded tc his people, and they followed him bhack into the trees before
the newsmen who were present realised his intenticn. The moment they were
shielded by the trees, Kirk flicked up his commnicator. "Enterprise — beam up,
fagt.®

Yhen the first of the repcrters reached the spot some seconds later, they
could see nothing; their visitors were gone, leaving no incidation of where.

1}

LY Y S A VR Y R
g

.
O T T S D

32

¥eCoy met them in the {transporter room. He took one comprehensive look
round the party, then fixed his eye on Kirk. "Bed,” he said firmly, ©wALL of
YOU.L

“hot necessary,® Spock said. "Five of us were not directly involved in the
regcue, and ars not tired. But I agree, those who were in the main rescue party
should vetire immediatelys they had a strenuous day."

Spock, I never thought I'd see the day you agreed with MeCoy,' Xirk began,
but the gteromess with which he attempted to speak was losgt when he found him-
self unable to suppress a yawn., Ve glanced round at his rescue paxty. ¥You
heard the Doctor, gentlemen. Bed."

Shye, sir.® A chorussed acknowledgement of the order as they left the
transporter room gratefully.

Kirk glanced at his Science Officere "Give Uhura the order to monitox
communications,” he said. "I doubt there'll be any response for some hours, but
I imagine they'll be strongly motivated to arrange a meeting for soon, rather
than in three weeks' time," he added drily, with a snide reference to the usual
gpeed of diplowmatic arrangements,

eg, I'1L do that, Captain, and also if you wish formulates a wesume of
the work of the Pederaiion that they can be glven.®

trhat'd he useful. Thanks, Spock." Kirk yawned again.

HoeCoy scowled at him. ™Jim, are you going peacefully, hefore you collapnse,
or mast T get Gpock to carry yout' he demanded.

Vitm o golng, T'm ogoingld™ Kirk sald hastily. fe left gquickly, before HeCoy
could carxy out his threat, leaving a breadly smiling deCoy and & wmildly emused
Spock,

ooy glanced at the VTulcan., %Is it just tiredness® he demanded., #0r is
he hiding some injury?®

Plust tiredness," Spock assured him. "Strein, if you like. We wesg veary

aware of the water rising... It was fortunate that none of the trapped wmen was
injured, however."

VeCoy nodded.  “He'll also be very aware of breaching the Prime Direcitive,"
he added thoughtfully.

trhig planet is advanced encusgh for contact.?

BT KNOWe o s DL . o off

T

He had no need to say more. Roth men were well aware, withcut discussing
it, of the wecent courtmartial of the Captain of the Txeter - his criume,
contacting the natives of a Prime Jdrective planet vhen looking for suitable
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crystals to weplace two bufned-cut dilithium crystals in his engines. The fact
that without replecement crystals his ship was literally stranded alwmost a
hundred light years frow a Starbase, that the natives were advanced enough to
accept the exigltence of otber inhabited woprids, that their planet was a source
of high-guality power crystals « not dilithiwn, but an excellent subsiitute -
as not accented ag o valid defence, and the Capiain was summarily demoted to
Lleutenanb and. essigned to permanent Starbase duty. McCoy, who had wet Caplain
Tracey, suspected that Starfleet Command had merely used this zsg an sexcuse Go
remove him frow a position of responsibility ~ there wos some reascon to doudt
his sbabilitys since hig promotion to Captain, his readings had been only just
within scceptable limits, and 1t seemed that he was 2 wman who couvld cope sabtige
factorily im any Ttest situation since he knew it to be unreal, but vho, when
it came to it, was unable to handle the itremendous responsibility involved in
being a Starship Captaim. Tuit 1t set an wnforiunate precedent.

"7 omust go to the bridge,” Svock said sbruptly, and MeCoy nodded.

On the bridge, 9pock passed Kirk's orders on to Thura, who nodded under-
gtanding of then and returned her attention to her console. He then resumed his
station for a hwief time before heading for his office beside the science
laboratories

There he studied the readings he had obtained of the planet, An advance
world, wight enough...but there were indications that unless something havpened
to prevent it, a war between the two main rations was relatively imminent.

He hoved that thelr arrival was sufficient to prevent it.

[ O L. | 2L
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Dralklk mi 5 hed wearily - but silently ~ as Carlos nivas talked on. e had
long since stopped paying wmuch attention to anything the Human said ~ Rivas was
duil couwpany, after all., Fe wnight be ambitioug, but he lacked the spark of drive
to get anywhere; 1t showed in his every word, and Drakk now regretted the lmpulse
that had led him to cultivate the Human in the Tirst place. On the olher hand,
occasionally Rivas let drep a few words of useful informalion — and on congider-
ation, Drekik bad decided not to ternirate the acquaintanceship, although he
pleaded vressure of work to avold seeing the Human guite ag often as he had done
in the early dave of their journey. It was not wholly a lie, eithsr; with
Sgrralls death 2 second sulomatic promoticn had coms, and he did have to study

the new work.

Drakik allowed his attention to wander glightly, keeping just enoush of it on
the Humen Tor RNivas not to reslise that his companion's wind was eloewhere.
Sgrralte death had been accepted as an accident, btut of course the Awbassadow
had been old. Rrovral, now... Hrovral was looking at him suspicionsly, or mo it
gaemed, ..vet he could know nothing. Tuit if he was suvspicious... It would be
harder to remove Rrovral without anyone suspecting. Dut the poison was quiclke
acting and left nmo tracesy half an hour after death it had broken down into its
component elements, and these were found in the bleodstream of any normal Tbar.

Could e wigk the poison apain? Perhaps...but with Rrovrel out of the wa
he would be prowmoted three steps, up to eight years before he could have hoped
for such a posiﬁion if he had let nature take its own course.  And that thought
made him pause. Past though the TUbhar could leayn he was finding it quite
difficult to cope adequately with the increased workleoad he was already facing.
Fe did not feel he could cope with a further promotion - not just vet.

Tn additionessaccording to ¥Hivaz, the ship was losgt:y the [umang hed no idoa
of where they were. In this benighted forest of stars, it wag no wonder!l .
thought. Perhaps it Would ve wisest to postpone any action against that
witted fool Rrovral, who could see no further than the end of his nose, ¥Wo need

to risk discovery - not that he feared it ~ by killing Arovral just yet, Tine
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enough when they were nearer the cities of the Ubar, or the gstronghclds of this
Tederation the Humans belonged to. It would give him longer to accusiton himsgelfl
to the dewmands of his new rank before he stepped up that third place.

o

The Humons...foolsy every one of themd Mot one of them had guessed, any
more than his own stupld superiors had, thal he had killed Sgrral uvsing the vrax
he had stolen from hig Healer father and which his father had never wmigsed. Yes,
it wes easy for someone with intelligence and unburdened by a conscience 1o makae
things go the way he wanted...

Suddenly, all the lights went out,

VI Y S VAL U Y
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YSeotby ! Kirk snapped, thankful that his hand knew its own way Lo the
intercomn,

“Scott here, gir. Iwverything's out except air supply.”

our hlasted practical joker again?m

b2

itye, it looks like it. Tf it was a straight mslfunction, even the sin
supply would be ocub...but the emergency backup system would be working, That's
cut too - as far as light and heat are concerned,n

a2

i

o

s tightened. "We can make do with lamps for light, but if heat-

Kirl's lips
it's going to get very cold..,. T you suppose our joker vealises

2 v 2 e e
ing 18 ouvu,
thatth

-

3

HTE he deesnal'y, he ghould -~ unless Academy training is a lot different from
what 1t was in wy day,”™ Scobty growled. "I've got everyone working onm it,
Captain,®

Weg, I know, Scobtty. I'11 let you get on with it.m

Kivxk groved for the energency hand light and switched it on. Then he
flicked the intercom on again, cpened his mouth to speak, changed his mind,
switched the intercem off and strode out of hig cabin, A dancing light coming
towards him showed where some other crewmsn wasg abcut his business - it hod to
be one of the on~duty watch, since the off-duty personnel would zll be in either
rec room ox cobing, and they, in this emerirency, would know to remain there out
of the way.

Fe strode to the turbolift and stopped dead when the doors refused to open.
"Damnl®  Even when he was carrylng a hand light, habit died hard., ¥He turmed and
hesded porposefully down the corridor. Tt wasn't that far to sickbay, bHut there
was o delinite tendency for everyone to use the turbolifts...

eCoy looked up from where he was peering at some papers in the velatively
dim light of a small hand Llamp.

gl

Srhugynt Hivk asked, managing to cover his annoyance at forgetting again and
expecting the door to slide open for him. He had bumped inte it rather hard
hefore renmenbering that he would have to use the manual override,

Yneg Scotty gets the power on again, ['wm having all the new engincering
staff down here for a psych test," ¥cCoy sald bluntly. *It's got to be an
engineer, ‘here's too mich technical knowledge behind most of these !'jokes! for
it to he anyone else.®

YStarting with your two 'furnmy men!?H

Wit gtdll doubtful about ite being one of thewm,” MeCoy said. #lndead, I'd
stake everything I know on it. Praectical Jokers don't go in for !'song and

dance! routines. Thig joker isn'h one of the extreme extrovert type, Jim - he's
mderhand, Fe gets his kicks out of knowing he's caused embarrassment ox
inconvenience — and he's totally without & conscience, teco. Just look at the
geope of hig tricks - and the simple fact that he's kept on with them even aflter
one of them resulted in the ship's getting lost. It's as 1if nothing reslly
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watters to him except getting a gooed lengh at everyone else running sryound trving
to mend his damage. He probably even goes throush the wotiong of helping, o
cover up. Like T said, he's cumning.®

¥irk thought for z wement., You saild once that you reckoned he's leamaod to

fake hig peych results,.?

e routine ones, yes. Tt T've ot a Tew tricks up wy sleeve from my days
in nogpitel. 1 did a two~year stint in a mentnl hospital not long before T opted
for Spece service = and believe me, until vou'lve spent time in a manial hospital,
you Just don't have any notion how convolubed the Human mind can be, Look - SOME
practical Jjokers own up to it. They play a joke, they caten you out, hut they
make ne sgecret of it. Those ones are a paln Iin the neck, but at leagt they're
honest., The dighonest ones - well, to my wmind they're unbalanced, ot insane -
quite - vut not entirely sane 01ther.“

Rones, dn owmy book any practical joker is unbalanced.”

HeCoy smiled wearily, ™I think you're being & little oo sweening, Jiu,"
He gave » half shrug. Phon't tell me you never pulled anyone's leg by -« oh - #

"honew, there's a big difference bhetween teasing and practical Jokding.¥

either., A proctical Jjoker probably assumes, quite honestly, that the rest of the
vorld deesn't have much of & senge of humour. But this kind of joker..,. Jim,
we're talling round in circlesg.”

TTHtg Just 2 matter of degree, Jim. Some people can't lake being teased
8, & 9 25

Waealk, T suppose we gre." Kirk shivered. Vit's getting cold.®

16111 get colder.®

T koowa' Kirk nibbiled ot his lips. "I wmay have fto order the crew down to
the surface 1T only to provide adequate heating for them all.t

wand wonldn't ocur Joker just love that.n

Ag guddenly as they went off, the lights went on sgeln. Eirk zoizged hils
head. ¥ell, well. I'11 bet the heating's on again, too.”

e intercom buzwed. FeCoy wveached out. "MeCoy here.”

“Beott haere. Do you want to see thoge men now, Dones

FVea,t Mefoy sald grimly, ignoring Kirk's reised eyebrow.
Pihey 'Ll be right down,®

¥irk lesned over. "What was wrong, Scotty?s

Wine main uwndt just had 2 gmall component removed. It had been left Llying
begide its hed, so 1t was easy enough to vut back once we found it. W

T havvﬂf
1.

Nedd
found the Tault in the back-up system yet,"

-

h

Plet me Waow when you do.? Kirle flicked off the intercom. "Seotity knoew you
wanted those man?®

5T ealled him to find ocut vhat had happened - sickbay might have had to get
something rigged up urgently - and told him then.®

A1l lesve you to get on with it., Good Tuck.®

L.

Lse

Almost tventy-Tour hours had passed since thelr reburn ho the Inte
arid the rzadlo woves from the planst benesth them had been carrying stories thatl
yried fvom tﬁo sengational {('Vigitors from Space helped in a dramatlc rescus...
then vanlvi ') to the frankly dishelieving ( Although these strangers did
indesd rescte the drapped cavers, their clainm to be of extraterrestrizl oxigin
mast be “re°bdu with extreme suspicion. Hadar has detected no sign of )
activity, and the most up-to-dzie astronomical telescopes have heen un:

.

focus on the mysbterious ship in which tThey claim to have reached faxth...'} I3
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was inter gy Umire wased as she monitored the alrways, thot almost all races
called i vorld of crigin by 2 name that translated as 'Darth! on 'grovnd!,

Tven 'Yulcan! meant 'land' in one of the older, more obscure Vuelcsn lang

PR
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e turbolift deoor swished open, and Kirk strode onto the bridge, an
expression on his face that made the clear-conscicused Thura wonder briefly what
sing of omissgion she wmight have been gullty of, followed by relief that it wasn't
her he was angry with., The practical joker, of course. She wouldn't like to be
in his shoes when they finally discovered just who he - or she, of course — Was.
Once Kirk had finished with him, it would be the turn of the crew to make their
feelings nizin...

Kirk glanced over st her. "Any messages from the planet, Lieulenant?t He
made an effort to speak quietly, aware that there was no point in taking out his
bad tewper on hisg experienced and trusted crew, who were all as annoysd by the
Vioker' as he was,

ot vet, Captain. The people down there don't seem to know what Lo believe,
if the newscasts are anything To go by. Some of them don't believe in little
green wen, others seem quite keen on the 'aliens from space! angle. I theytre
reflecting thelr governnents' officisl views, it wmight be a while before they
reach any sort of decligion to wmeet with usg.®

wirk nodded. "Yes, that seems about par for the course," he gaid drily.

indeed,” Spock put in as he rose from the command chair. "rhe inability of
politiciang to weach a regsoned conclugion in 2 minimam of ftime never falls to

appal me. And yet these are the very people who arve running the various countries
of which the plonet is wmade up.®

Wihe doubting attitude could be meant to avold possible panic," Kirk mised.
FPenicr’  Spock asked. "We made contact Ly offering them helpl®

"4 logdcal race would see that, Spock; but most races are not logd
lot of roces see anything strange as potentially 1T not actually hostile, and
most worlds! selence fiction includes a lot of gtories about invasion from gpace.
Tar mors exciting than an alien race dropping in with a trade agreement and no
hostile inmtentions, wouldn't you agree? DBut not exactly conducive to feelings of
trest and gecurity if once the allens do arrive.™

1
-

e ability to differentiate hetwéen fiction and reality ~ ¥ Spock began,.

G geens very lacking in a lot of emotional races,® Kirk finished.

Uhore nodded.  Y3erials about 'life in 2 swall village' or 'the evexryday
life of a wypleal fanily in Smellville - or Small Street! are wvery popular on
farth, dre dpock., ¥ow it's the way of things that in any 'everyday life' that gz
goes on for years - and some of these serials do -~ people dies..ars horn...pet
married. You have no ides how wany wreaths, baﬁy clothes and wedding pros:
arz sent to the characters by viewers who seem to believe that they sve v
not just parts neted by people who have nothing in common with the paxts the
depict. wen 1f the actor who played o chorccter who 'died!' is subseguently
interviecvwed anywhere, the public gtill don't sesem tote able to understond...
Oh, not everyone gets quite so...involved, théare are plenty in the audisence who
do realise that it's 211 ficticn..."

e o well-guthenticatbed story on farth, dating frowm the twentieth
Kivk joined in, his mind distracted - Somporarily at lesst - from the

Svock nodded. "It had quite an ingenious dencument, as I recall.®

a2 radio station, I think it wasg, in 014 America decided to
atised version of it, presented as a documentary -~ 'Qur official
ned in with wany others who bave come to see bthese slien spaceerall
landed. o the doors arve opening now.,. Oh my Godl They're monsters!!
type of thing., Tor some reason z lot of oeovle tuned in to the broadeast after
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it had steorted there was probably scemetiilng they'd all heen calching on
ancthexr cwaﬂneL ~ and thought 1t really was a documentary, that strange alien
nonsters weally had landed.., “heve was quite a panic.”™ He stiffened suddenly,

hecoming avera of 2 poiential practical joke that nobody had so far thousht of.

Spock, o he so often did, foliowed his 'houuﬁtq. *Corld our praciical

joker cut inmto our transmission capebility, riss Unura®™ he asked.

ow enginesring - ves," sghe said simply, “and T wouldn't bhe able to do &

e wouldnt't even need bo hang around for long,.® Hirk added softly,
could leave o tupe running... ow long would it take to find such a tapet®

~y,

t long,% Thura sssured him., "There zren't many places he could attach
layback unlt, and they'd only take =z couple of minutes to check out.®

s

a

By

firk nodded., PMeCoy's testing all the engineering staflf we picked up
right aod," he said. YThey're the prime suspects, of course. DBut just in case
he feilsoldbure, be ready o meke that checki®

Yog, Cantain.” She hesitated, "Coptoin...l wonder.,.?

“Tieubenant?y

L

WWou said 4t yourself, Captain - thig joker is clever, All the Joltes have
shown sone degree of technical know-how,..pointing the fingsr at engineering
crew, “ut what if he isn't engineering? What if he's deliberately wmaking
}ggkltﬂah way I

Y4 ogood suggestion, Uhuwra, but how many non-engineering staff have at wmch
knoewledze of the innavds of - say ~ the transporter conscle? It was zabotaged in
the sinzle most effective yel hard to delbect place. He's shown too wuich
technical krow-how for him not to bhe in engineering.!

Wes, sir.®

- sdanced round, suddenly realising that there was someone unigsing.,

3 Fr. Wood?? he asked. "It's his watch.™ Spock ate work, Kirk knew, butl
that gave Yood ne right to hand over command to the Science ¢fficer while he
disappeared, toking mdvantage of the Vulcan's willingness to oblige.

o

Spock half shougged. "He was here, sir. VWhen the power failad, he gave me

the con and went off down the cumergency gbtair.®

Kixk punched the intercom. Mir, Wood report to bridge.”

e Was no answer. . Wood?M  Hothing., Mr. Scott - have you seen Mr.

Uin, Capbaln.?

wouad hqvo heen going to engineering," Kirk said thoughtfully,

“Pevhans he tripped over something and stunned himself " Thurae sugpested.
#Those hand lamps can throw some nasty sha dOUo.

Wipk nodded, "Security - phase one search for Coumander VWood,

“hvae, sin,® the dyty officer renlied.

e did not have to walt long. Within two minutes the intercom bleeped, and
he smacked hig hand down hard on the hutton. N"irk here,

“Welve found ?r. Wood, sir. He seens to have °1ipped coming down the Ladder
from the iwidse. §Hir - 1 thuk he's hroken hig neck.’

ave you alerbted Sickhay?™

Tt I
vies, Bl
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Yooy te volce cut in.  FT'm here nov, Captain,® The intercom went silant
for a moment, then Meloy's voice resumed., "FPerez iz right, Captain. | Wood's
neck ig broken, There's nothing I can do. fwven if T could revive him - and I'd
be uewilling to try becauise he's been lying here sz while and the brain is bound
to be sulferiny from oxyzen deprivation - he'd be paralysed from the neck down,'

BThonl ¥oU,s Doctore st Slowly, Hirk switched off the intercom. Then
sudden guspicion wade him slam the circuit oven again. "Mr. PerezlY

“Yes, siz??  The delay was so brief that Kirk knew the security officer
could not even have begun to Turn away.

HCheck the rungs of the ladder. Is there anything on any of them that Mr.
Wood could have slipped on?¥

figve, gir.” fThere was a brief pause,; then Perez' voice. "laptain, there'g
gomething on three of the rungs about halfway up. I think it's oil.®

ST oges.  Thank you, IMr, Perez.® Teliberalely, Kirk closed the circuit,

Mmoo AR M
WwooSr T

Kirk scovled at the report Meloy had Just handed hiwm., '"Toes this wmean tnat
yru've cleared all fthe new engineering personnel? he asked.

Yoz, T'm afraid it does. ‘fhey all read normal., This test I've got - it's
impogsible to fake novmal. Anyone who tries to fake, in terms of 'what answer
is expeciad heret'! gete o false result - and no, T'm not telling you how it's
donel Vhoever this Joker is, it isn't one of the engineering staflf - which will
pleage Scotty, ot leagt.® )

"ifelre not talking about a practical Joker any wore, Bones - we'lre talking
about o murderer,”

it doesn't follow. Yes, I know you're thinking sbout the ball bearings in
the cowvidor, and T know that shows considerable irresponsibility. But spilt

0lless Jim, thot doesn't have to be a trick. It could just happen, be a pure
accidentsed®

"Pones, how often lg the emergency ladder Frowm the Bridge used: How mmuch
maintensnce is carried on up there? T don't think it's possible fom it 'just to
happen' ~ not on that particular ladder. I think our practical joker iz an
irresvpnaible Jdiot who gives absolutely no thought to the danger inherent in s
Lot of his so~cplled jokes. There wag only one - no, two «~ of hig tricks that
weren!t potentially dengerous. And most of his tricks have shown technical kaow-

N

how, You can't gebt away fiom that, Hones W

] The next step is to test all the rest of the new pewsonnel,”
mebter-of-Tactly. "pBut Jim -~ don't wake the mistake of blaming every-
goes wrong on owr joker, Accidents can hspoens a2 crewman can malke o

MeCoy sal
thing that
misteke -

TYag, ot a well-adjusted, resnonsible crewman admits to it,% Kirk pointed

red the subjects "You'll have to select someone ag
Ay ldeag?®

1T was thinking of Spock. ¥o, wall ~ ¥ as McCoy opened his mouth to
me finish, T know he doesn'?t have that wuch space experience, but
wed in handling wen, Scotty certainly wouldn't want ths Job, and
. meineer has enough on hig plate without the extra work being
First icer would entail. Sulu and Uhura could both do it perfectly well, bui
only ot the cost of houvrs of overtine, 0On the other hand, Vulcans est worl
Spock could do the job, and carry on as Science Officer, and barely feel himself
worked Lo capecity let alone overworked. Add to that, he and T get on really
well togelher, and that would certainly be o the ship's advantage.¥

speak,
he is

ANYVEY

Byim, youtve arguing to the converted,® MeCoy said, grimning, as Kivicat
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last gave him the chance to speak. "That was what T was just going to say.
Speck could do the double job easier than anyvone else on board. The alternstive
would Te to give The job fo Sulu or Uhura and promote their seconds to acting
head of department, and I don't think that would be nearly as satisfactory,®

¥irk grinned responsively. "I'm edgy,” he admitted., He stretched and
vawned, ‘God, I'm tired.% :

"Worny can be very tiring,” McCoy agreed. 71 prescribe bed.m

o, Kirk objected. "I'd Jjust lie awake, tossing and turning... J1'd
rather see if Opock can spare the time for a game of chess. We haven't pleyed
for ages, and T find it more relaxing than anything else T can think of - any-
thing else that's practical, that is.v

H(l,Key but if he dan't free, don't pull rank.”
Kirk grunted what might have been agreement. "I've got to see him anyway,"

g reached ferward and switched on his intercom, "Mr. Spock report to the
taptain's quarters as soon as possible,®

tieCoy turned towards the door. . "I'11 go and get these tests laid on,% he
said. '

Wirk nodded and McCoy left, to walk briskly down the c¢orridor. fhere was
little encughn he could do to help the Captaing if he could find the practical
Joker; that would be at least one worry off Kirk's wmind.

<
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Spock buzzed, and entered the Captain's cabin on command. ¥irk grinned up
at hime "3pock. How i3 the star search getting on¥®

spock shook his head. "Badly," he said, his voice as gloomy a3 it was poss—
ible for a Vulcan's 4o be. "The cluster of stars at 249 mark 3 looks most vrome
iging, but it isn't a definite match for anything in our charts., I['ve initiated
a more detailed study of the area, but from the data we have so far, I would
hesitate to recommend that we commit ourselves to heading in that direction.®

Jell, it's something,® Kirk sald, determinedly cheerful. #I'd've been o
lot more worried if nothing at all matched... Spock -« T'd like you to take on
Fr. Wood's job until we get home.®

The Vulcan stared at him, momentarily speechless. "Jim ~ you honour me,
but surely there are several other officers with more experience, more claim to
the promotion ~ o

Wes, there are," Kirk admitted, "but none that I think would be able ho
double up positions. T think you could do beth your job and Pirst OfTicer's, and
gtill net feel yoursel? worked 4o full capacity -~ and from a purely selfish point
of view, I'd be glad to have a Tirst 0fficer who was also a friend. %ood and I
never openly disagreed, but we rarely saw eye tc sye on anything.®

i

“en ~ 1f you are sure none of the senior officers will feel offended -

"HeCoy's dn full agreement with me, Scotty's the only man senicr enoush to
think the post wmight have been given fo him, and he wouldn't want.it - 1t would
talke him awny from his engines too much., WNow = T alsc know that you'lve hesn
working flat out since we came back up from the planet. I went you to take the
rest of the evening offv An sxtra hour or two isn't going to make much differ-
ence - and I'm feeling like a game of chess,!

<
Snock looked at hime 9“Pulling rank, Captain?®

Fivk smiled slightly. %I suppese I am. But MeCoy advises rest, and 1711
rest beltter over a game of chess then tossing and turning in bed with insomnia.®

“Tn that case... The sensors can continue the search without me. Seval is
fully capable of gupervising it - indeed, he has been doing most of the super-
visory work. There seem tc have been several other things taking up my atiention
recently ¥
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Birk Degan to lay cut the chessmen. "eCoy's cleared all the new engineer—
ing siaff,” he said. -
Spock reised an eyebrow. "interesting.”

The buzzer sounded suddenly, frantically. The two men locked at sach other
even ag Kirk reached for the releage.

The deor glid open, and a Ubar almost fell intc the room. The alien's ears
were alwost flat along its skull, and the taill wag held curled hard between 1ts
legs. 1t was almost sobbing. A second Ubar shoved in the doorway and paused
when it saw the Captain.

Wihatts 211 this?™ Kirk dewmanded.

The second Ubar's tail drooped fracitlonally, then lifted again. “Toe lady
is belng coguettish,” he said easily.

¥irk Jooked hard at the Ubar, then turned his albtention to ihe whimpering
one that crouched on hig fleor, realising who it must be. "The lady seemg to be
more than merely coguettish," he said grimly. "From what I've heard, she is
unwilling, but being forced into compliance through fear. T think youlve gone
too far thig time, Drakk.”

“laptain, you have no right to interfere in the internsl affalrs of my
people.® Wag there a touch of insolence in the voice? It was always difficult
to say when every word had to he translated.

"By coming here, Birbir has asked for wmy help,”" Kirk said firmly., PIf you
have any gquarrel with that — or with me = you can take it through Ambassader
Rrovrzl. Do you want we to call him??

Drakk snarled and retreated. The door slid shut.

¥ivk bent to the young Ubar. "It's all right, Birbir," he said softly.
"Hels gone. We can tell Rrovral, and he'll see to it that you aren't bothered
aeain ' He nodded to Spock, who activated the interconm.

o lt she gasped. "Hes..heeo?

Faroveal ig the best person to protect you,™ ¥irk pointed out gently.

Fhrakkess  Deakk ds not afraild of Rrovral,"” she gasped.

¥irk glonced at Spock. "Get Urura," Kirk ordered. Ue turned his attention
back to the terrified Ubar, stroking her back ag he would a frightensd dog., "It's

=

all wight,” he said softly. %You trust Uhurs, don't you? I've sent fox her."

The quivering lessened fractionally, and she began to relax ever so siightly.
The gound of the buzmzer made her stiffen agein, XKirk nodded towards the door, and
Spock moved to open it. Uhura entered, and crossed straight to where Xirk
crouched beside the frightered Ubar girl.

Mihat happened, Brrbrr?" she asked goftly. The young allen seemned unable
to replyy instead, she huried her head zgainst Tthura's shoulder.

“hrakk was following her," Hirk said quietly. "8he buzzed cn my doox -
from desperaiion, T'm gsure — I don't think che even knew whoge cabin this is. T
offered to get Rrovreal, but she didn't want me teo. Uhura - keep her with you.
brakk can't do anything to her if she's always with someone else. Hven 1T 1%
means taking hner to the Bridge when you're on duty.”

Thurs nedded. "Yes, Captain.”™ She turned her full attention to Lrxrhir
again, L1l we go to wy cabin, Brrbdrrt We can't tallk girl talk with the
Captain around,®

“Yeg,% It was little more than a whisper.

Thurs keplt an amm round her as they walked to the door. Kirk watched them
go, a worried frown on his face.
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You've done all you can, Jim," Spock said. "If the girl wor't zppeal to
her superior, there's nothing else you can do for her,V

Fiknow," Kirk sald slowly. '"But why won't she appeal to Wroveal, Snock?
Thatrg what 1'd like to know,W

sr YRR
" A P iy

HeCoyts test failed to come up with anything among the rest of the new crew
members e¢ilther, He reporied to Kirk, s discouraged droop te his shoulders. ¥l've
never known the associgtion retrieval test to fail,” he said gloomily. ‘ie'tre
not dealing with a normal personality discrder here, Jim."

“Tg there anything 'normal' about a personality disorder, Docloxr?™ Spock
asked blandly,

The lToctor ignored him., YI['d say this boy seriously believes that what he
does isg right because he doeg ity he isn't aware of being anii-social on any
level. ¥Fo gullt reaction. ¥ot even womentary doubt.”

"o

hoector, are you trying to say that someons with enough of a personality
disorder not te realise he is being anti-social when he perpeitrates such feolish
hehaviour would not show up as abnormal in your tests?! Spock was frowning.

o, T'm not. The usual psych tests would pick him up. This test is
designed to cateh the ones who are cunning enough to pretend to be cowpletely
norusl ~ completely sane, if you like.” Ee shook his head. "Somehow this fellow
ig wmanaging to cheat both kinds of test.®

"I wonder. Toctor, I suggest you extend your testing to include all
persounel -~ not Jjusgt the ones who are new on board.!

“Spock, are you suggesting that the joker isn't one of the new crewmen?®

“We have always admitted his cunning, Captain. Suppose he had been on the
ghip for some time - we fTeook on five new crewmen at Benecla three monthsg ago, and
another sight at Starbazse 8 two weeks pricr to that. Did you test any of thewm,
NoctorH ’

¥eCoy shook his head.

any one of them covld have waited unitil he was 'long—established' on board
and a new group of newly-gqualified personnel avrived in order to disguise his
trail, knowidg that the newest wmen on board would be suspected fivst, This group
- twenty-seven, as you pointed out to me, Doctor ~ is large; and in addition
includes twoe extreme extroverts. Ferfect camoullage, wouldn't you sayi®

Kirk and ¥eCoy looked at each other. "Yone of those thirteen you mentioned
was newly qualified, Kirk said slowly. He indicated the viewer. 9Pull their
records, Hpock, Let's have a look at them. Tdon't uvsuslly dig too deeply into
a2 man's previous reocord -~ personallty clashes do cecur, and where it heppens it's
easy Tor & crewman to get a bad nsme without entirely deserving it. If someone
has asked for a ftransfer, I don't usually ask whysy 4if it's gsomething as siuple
ag wanting wider experience, the man usually makes no secret of it...0

Sheady, Centain,®™ Spock said. They began to play through the weports.

The Firgt few were routine enough, and as report followed report, Kirk began
to think they were on ancother false itrail. 'The tenth record, however, drew
their attention instaotly.

fhester - Janice. Lieutenant., Engineering, Lexington. Recomnended forx
tronsfer and reassignment to security, stardate 4580,0.°

¥ivk let out a long breath. "Paydirt?" he asked.

foould be,® Meloy agreed. YI wonder why she was recowmended fox ronsslsn-
menty®

Gihe fact that she was," Spock commented, "without explanation, is definitely
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suspicious. And such a person would have the technical knowledge...and just
possibly a motive...for the incidents that have occurred.”

T remember her," ¥McCoy sald. "Wery self~possessed = almost too self-
possessed, come to think of it," he added., "N¥o maltter how fit they think they
are, most people are slighitly nervous of routine physicals. She didn't tumm a
hair.H

"Hood, " Kirk sesid. "He mentioned her at that meeting we had...znd he cane
to me again after it and suggested again that she was too capable to be wasted
in gecurity. I told him she was too new on board to be locking for veasgignment
Just veby 7T didn't realise - how could I? = that she was actually looking for
assignuent hack to her orviginal speciality. I can't think why I didn't think of
her as a possible suspect rather sconer...”

e were all misled by thinking it was one of the new crewmen, Spock
reminded him.

WHven So,.0
“ood didnt't think of her,” Mcloy pointed cut.

Wiood presumably liked her, He saw a 1ot of her, off=duty; I suspsct he
was sleeping with her. He was always disposed to think well of someone he 1liked,®

e, Baillie discounted her also,™ Spock commented.

BAsn the joker = bul did you really fael he theught highly of heryy Kirk asked.
Thelr eyes wet. "Reckless...wasn't that the word he used®™

“Young encugh to mistake recklessness for courage..." McCoy said thoughtfully.
9T knew at the time that scmething scunded wrong about that - unless what Paillie
actuelly meant was 'immature enough'. ghe's no chicken, Jim - she's nearly forty,
though she doesn't look a day clder than twenty-five.?

“early forty? An englneer that age recommended for transfer to security...
Hmmm.  Incompetentiy

“oould be, though why it wasntt marked on her record I don't kwnow,® Foloy
said.

“well, T'd better have a word with her.? Iie reached for the intercom.
YSegcurity ~ Ihbe Lester report to the Captain's guariers immediately.” He flicked
of f the gwitch,

here was o brief delay before the expected buzz st the door. Wlome.t Rirk's
tone was deliberstely routine.

The women wno entered did, asg MeCoy had said, lock to be in her wid twentiess
and as Kirk had once noticed; she had a brittle beauty that the Caplain judged
owed nothing to artificial zids. Thi= was not a woman to use her looks and
charm to gain her any favours.

Y. Lester, sir.®

Bave a seal, Lieutenant.' Kirk nodded to the chair in front of his desk.
She took 1it, zlancing as she did at Spock and MeCoy, seated as they wers one on
each side of the Captein, then she ignored them completely.

T tye heen looking through crew records," Kirk went on conversationally.
"ty afraid it's one of those routine jobs that sometimes fall behind a bit when
T'm busy, s0 I hadn't had occasion to leook at the records of the new crew -~ that
ig, the ones who have come abvoard in the last four monthg = until nows T notice
you were originally in engineering?v

Sihatts right, sie,®

wodld you decide to transfer to security?® He made it sound a perfectly
natursl query. YStarfleet is always wanting good engineers.”

Hor face flushed and her lips set in 2 line that instantly destroyed all
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0t have had to beauty. "I was denled the chance of promction,t

fgurely a simple transfer...?" Spock sald reasonably,

L twiad that,” she sald scornfully. YDut you men are all the same. Power
mad. ¥oulwe all too Jealcous of your positlons as Captaing and Heads of Depart-
ment bo gilve a talented woman a chance.,”

o
&

Kiwk stared at her, honestly puzzled. "hura is Head of Department,”
reminded her.

"and how wany wmen go in for Communidcations? I you had a man in the depsrt-
ment, would Thuras still be head of itTH

Fhere's noe veason why not. She's highly gqualified.t

et there's no place in Command, or even as Chief Ingineer, for a woman.
Oh, the ¥leet pays Lip service to the eguality of the sexes, but that's 21l it is
- lip service. Fkven in Security ~ your Security Chiefl keeps me down all the
timel®

Kizk and ¥eCoy glanced at each other as she went on. "T'm good at my work:
T alvays heve been. But every ship Itve been on, the men at the top have prevented
me from gebting promotion. Then that bastard Wesley used hisg position to have me
declared unsuitable for engineering. Tnsuitable! If've been in engineering for
twenty vears! Tut he ignored all that... I knew more than hig Chief nginser
did, and that's a fact! TPut the male ranks always close when there are women
about, Vesley wouldn't hear a2 word against DePaul." Her volce wag very bitter.
FLE L' been born a man I'd have made Chief Ingineer ten years agol®

8o you resent Commodore Weslay?" Kirk asked.

YIothink he was prejudiced against me because of wy sex ~ slr,¥ Theve was
anger in heyr voice,

Wag that why you played all thoge tricks on us, then -~ to show ug how wmuch
vou know about engineering? ¥irk asked wildly.
[} (i) (=3

[y 1

She was too carried away by her sense of rvightful indignation o spot the
trep. “ILt ceriainly showed I know more than any of the men!® she srapped tirlumph-
antly. U7t tock them long encugh each time to discover what was wrongl®

“lievtenant, didn't you stop to think that you were endangering the fnter-
prise ~ and yourself with her:V Kirk asked.

Her jow dropped. Kirk went on. "The transporter, now - on the face of it,
vou merely deprived everyone of a much-needed break. But what iT an emergency
had arisen, that required the use of the transporter? pAs for the navieational

H
console ~ 1t was your interfervence with it that caused the gan in our records
that mesng we are hopelessly lost. As for the ball-bearings in the corridor and
y 2
the oil on the ladder - "

Yiodontt kpow what you'we talking about - sir,” she interrapied.
Swhat do vou mean, you don't know?®
ST adedt bo causing the malfunciions in the ftransperter and navigationsl
congole ~ among others. But I know nothing about ball-hearings in the corri

or oil on any ladder.® She drew a deep vbreath., Yput that's typical, of cour
you'll make it sound like a hysterical woman playing childish tricks.®

“Tieubenant,d Spock said quietly. #You are telling us you know nothing
about these two incidentst®

“Youlre damed right T ami?

The three men looked at each other. Then Kirk said quietly, #iwctor, I
would like #dlss Lester tested -~ a full psychological scan. Considering her
apparent belief that all men are cut to 'geit!' her, I suggest that you ask Wurge
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Chapel to do the actual testing so that she can be gssured of a falr test.n

“Yeg, Captain.® MeCoy nodded to Lester. "I vou will accompany me,
Ideutenant,.,"

U1 refuse!l This is a blatant denial of my rights - "

“Miss Lester, eithexy you accompany Dr. McCoy peacefully, or you go under
arrest, ¥ Hivk cut in iecily. "Contrary to your apparent expectations, I would
prefer not to have to throw the bock at you - hut if you force me to it, I will,¥

She glared at him, then rose with an air of offended dignity and marched
out, MeCoy following her. As the door swished shut, Kirk tumed to look at the
Tulcan.

They had found one practical joker., It seemed that there was ancther one
still %o be identified.

LA L L, . . 1
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The expected radic call ceme, and Kirk, accompanied by Spock and a securiiy
contingent, beamed down to talk with the representatives of the various nations
of the planet, Xeowen, as the man they had first contacted, was algo present,

Tt was a meeting falrly typilecal of wmany that Xirk had attended over the
years: as always, some of the representatives were in favour of allying them-
selves with the newcomers while others, more suspicilous or mere cynical, held
back., ¥irk answered questions with the ease of practice. KXeowen pointed out
that their first contact had heen to help a small group of men trapped in a
cave; surely, he sald, not the action of a would-be conquercz.

(ne seli-important-~sounding diplowmat answered that he thought it perfectly
posgible for potential conguerors to come in the guise of helpers, and cited a
case from bistory, which Keowen promptly parried by pointing out that it wes
from history so ancient that Lt was practically a wmyth.

"We don't need an answer yetlt, gentlemen," Kirk told them. "I'un here merely
to advise you of the existence of cur Federation...te which we may never get
pack, unless our navigational department is more fortunate than it has been 8o
far." He smiled wryly. "Indeed, 1t may be that we will be the cones secking your
help in the long mung for 1f we cannot find our way home, we will have no
option but to wake our homes, our base, here.w

Tt was finally decided that a delegation gheuld be selected to return to
Federation space with the Interprige should they he successful in defermining
their position, to discuss the possibility of their world jeoining the Federation.
The lest doubters finally gave way when Kirk pointed cut that there was in the
galaxy at least one race that was a conqueror. "I realise," he adwmitted with
disaymi candour, "that any representatives of the Klingon Tmpire would also
claim that we are aggressors. However, it is a firm rule of the Federation that
all member planets retain their own laws, which all member planets must respect.
The Klingons gilve overrun planets their laws which must be obeyved on pain of
death, Thig is not hearsay, genilemens T was unfortunate enough to be on a
pianet that was attacked by the Klingons, and for a brief period overrun by thems
I know thelr methods from experience. However, if a planet is alliesd to the
Pederation, it is-protected by the Federztion.®
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they returned to the Enterprise reasonably well satisfied with the neeting,
to find ¥elCoy ready with the report on Iit. Lester.

“hetally unstable, he szaid bluntly. "I don't say she aluays was - her
initial btesiting must have been within acceptable limits - but something bhas
pushed her into the edges of insanity. She is paranoid about gexual discrim-
inations feels that any criticism of her dsg occassioned by her sex rather than
her pewformance, that any criticism of her performance is because she's a woman
- that a man who did the same thing would be praisedss.. T would doubt that she
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ever had the capascity for command of any description, though she might have made
a good sgecond iln engineering.”

shecommendatlon?y
“iedical discharge - and she won't like it.M

She'll clgim we got rid of her hecause she's a competent woman and our
delicate egos couldn't tske the competiition?®

Tomebthing like that.”

Kivie gshrugged. "It can't be helped. She's a danger to herself, guite
apart from any ship shets on now."

fAnd Jim -~ she keeps on and on that she wasn't responsible for any ball-
bearings or oil lying anywhere."

Kivk nodded. "I tend to believe her. She was too proud of the technical
tricks, of having kept us guessing for so long. Although it does wiean that
we've another praciical Joker to identify.h

iiell, T've cleared most of the new persommel now. It won't take long to
check ocut the rest," McCoy offered.

Tg 1t possibles.” Spock began, then, uncharvacteristically, hesitated.

“Go on, Prst Officer.t Kirk knew that Spock was occasionally still
diffident about his new position.

"Ts it possible that neither of these wers !'jokes', but genuine accidentss
that the person responsible took fright when he realised whai had happened with
the ball bearings and swept them up to cover his migtake; that the person
responsible for the oil = not necessarily the same person - did not realise that
he had dripved oil on the ladderx?®

iYes," Kirk said slowly. "MeCoy suggested that too. It's possible...ve
could be being parapold about practical joking because of the circumstbances.
gomehow I don't think so." He rubbed the back of his neck reflectively. HHome-
thing s : #ays $0 me 1t's all deliberate.’
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wirk walked onto the hridge and looked round thoughifully. Tweryone still
locked alert, as if orbiting an unknown but civilised planet was the mosgt excitw-
ing duty they had undertzlen in months, and he logged a wmental commendation to
then all. itmrs appesred to be explaining the communications console to Bicbrr,
and he nedded approvinglys pleased that the young Ubar, in spite of Mer,..shy-
ness? nervousness? Wag - even as z result of her fear of the wnplaasant Drakk -
coming out of her shell. It could bhe = 1Lt probably was - a wish to cling %o
the Fuman feusle who seemed to be protecting her, but 1f as a vesult she Jeammed
even z little about comwmunications, it would give her a second sourse of employ-
ment. As he turned to the cowmand chair, Drrbrr seemed to be asking o question,

wivk sat, saving, "heport, Mr. Sulu.®

Bverything routine, sir.®

¥ivk had expected nothing else. He would, he decided, remain here fon a
while - ghow the crew that he was willing to participate in the boredom of such
o routine watch, even though they knew perfectly well that he asked nothing of
then that he was not willing to do himself - then go and see how MoCoy was geti-
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ing on with his tests of the remaining recent arrivals on board.

Hhaptainl®

"Weg, Licutenant?™ Wirk swung round to Uhura.

staotain, Brrbrr saye she knows the way home - at least, back to Ubarz,™

ha L




ighe's so Junior that nobedy, even her own gseniors, thought to ftell hew that
the shin was lost. She thousght we were here deliverately. T mentloned the
problem to her Jjust now, and - go on, Brrbrr, tell Capiain Xirk.®

sut the young Ubar shranlk back, esrs flattened nervously.

0

¥irk geratched the back of his neck. He knew how to cepe with nevvous

dogs - a% 2 boy, he had rescued a stray that had clearly been badly wmistrested
by 1ts owner and had been terrified of everyone who came nesy it, and he had won
itg confidence, not easily but relatively guickly, though it had remained
nervous of gtrangers all its life, This, however, was not a dog but an intell-
igent heing, even though she sc resembled the canines from which her people were
descended, She would cextainly regent being treated like a dog - just as wuch
as he would wresent being treated as an ape by another intelligent species.

{lhuwe, Lt seemed, recognlised the preblewms she shrugged as if Yo say, 'wWell,
T tried', and said, "Some Ubaryak have retained an instinctive 'homing'! awareo-
ness; the females prather more acutely than the males. On Ubarr, the ability is
congiderad of little use, even abtavistic, Brrbrr has it tc a considerable degree
-~ wnich is another recson why she ig so...nervous. She says she knows exactly
where Uharr lg in relation to this sclar system.?

“Where ds 1t, Birbir?® Kirk asked, tyying to speak gently but with his
anxiety to koow -~ hig need to know = clear in his voice. Ve was alrezdy thinking
now uvgelful this ablility would be on a scoubship - they didnt't get lost often,
bhut nevigational failure wasn't unknown on the small craft. If could be as usge-
ful as the knovm navigationsl skiilg of the Medusans...

She looked to Uhura for guldance, and the Fuman womsn nodded encouvragement.
“Yes, Brrbrr. Tell the Captain.®

Shat way,” she whispered, and pointed.

Kirlk asked.
H24% wmavk T,Y% Sulu replied after the bhriefest of pauses.

¥irk rosge, Thank you, Birbir," he said. DTven if she wag wrong, it was
worth toying Mr. Sulu, you have the con. I'1l]l be in the sclence depariment
if I'm wanted.”

He ztrode out.

Gpock lifted hig head frowm the schematic he wag studying as Kirk entered,
and roge. Yes, Caplain.,n

Sgpoctk - ol teld me vou had & set of readings that looked promising. Vhat
heading was 1t again?®

HPAD marl B,
“Alb.  Tirvbir hit the jackpot.®

frackootiV Snock asked, puzzled,

Wirl pwdnned, YApparently some of the Ubarrsk have a gort of howing
instinct, Thura just discovered Birbir hes it ~ apparently nobody had thoughi
to bell her ve were Jost -~ and Rirbir's indicatbted direction is 24% waxrk 7 fox
Ubare.©

“rave you checked with Hrovral for the reliabliity of Brrbrrls...instinct?s

e

tiy, wmainly becsuse aopparently itis sordt of frownedl on to have this ahility
- not guite civilised. I suspect Birbir has kept knowledge of her ahbi
hersel?. the's only told Thurs because Uhura 1s another female and

og wilth o dirvection that you thought was promising. I think
2 oo chence,  After all, we know we can get back here - and 1f it is




wrongz, welll be ne worse off than we are n w. If anything we'll be better off,
pecauge wetll know which direction it isn't. sltretched, unkinking tight
shoulder mugeles. "I'd better contact the Diﬂnntg and let them know welll he
of f in a promising direction as goon ss possible.d

After o slight initial shock at the sight of the Ubarrak, the delegation
from Tthara settled in quickly. They were interested in everything they saw,
which reinforced Xirk's belief that they had been more than ready for contact.
ot normal politicisns at all, he mused as he strode along the covridor after
depositing the last of them at their quarters. Tt was lucky that the Ubarrsk
contingent had taken up only some of the guesit cabins. It wouldn't be.the first
time one or more of the senior officers had had to give up his = or her = cabhin
to visiting dignitaries, but ¥irk thoroughly disliked having to ask it. An
officexr's guarters were his howme, and territorial instinct, even amenz the foot—
icose personnel of Starfleet, was still guite strong.

Ls he passed o Jeffries tube, he stumbleds something £ell from the tube and
gtruck nim heavily. Already off balance, he staggered, bounced off the corridor
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wall and landed on the floor. Fe lay motjonles“.
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Whie still,d

“e(Coy sald stermnly.

¢

YHuteel®

Put nothing. PBEither vou lie gtill when you're told or I put yeu undex
restraint. *ow which is it to bei®

¥ivk subsided, rather less reluctantly than he was trying to pretend. Uis
head was sching where 1t had been struck, pounding steadily with a headache of
massive pro_ozilons in addition, he felt gick, and in ftruth was not altogether
gsorry o be ordered to lie still, even though pride forced him to claim to be
feeling better than he did.

“thatte better,™ McCoy said avprovingly.

et ) ppnenod”” Spock, in spite of his concern for his friend, was wather
more inclined +than the doctor who had known XKirk for longer to take the Capiain
at his word concerning his state of health — and as Filrat Officer, felt it hig
duty to find oult anyvay

YTtm not sure. I gtumbled -~ I'm sure T tripped = something fell down the
Jeffries tube and kit me, T was knocked off-bzlance against the wall...that';
all I remembern.’

pock frowned. "Captain, after ¥r. Keowen found you, I was the Tiwst person
to reach the scene. T saw nothing that could have hit you lying on the floow..."
Fig wvoice tailed off at the exvression on Kirk's face. "You are thinking of the
ball-hearings e

“Somecne swepl them up...®

#rim, a man'd have to be totally muthless to play a 'joke!' on gsomeone then
Jusgt leave hiw Lying vnconsclous - especially in a pool of blcood.®

o

"4 pool -~ Pones, you're not sericus!"™ Kirk looked rather starntlaed.

81 am.  You were quite literally lying in a pool of blood. Tits not too
seriousg o gash, but 2 head wound always bleeds heavily and looks wmch worse
than it actually is, though it needs scmecne with some knowledge of first aid
to be aware of that. Your average man in the street tends to panic at the sight
of that muck blood ~ and so does your averago man on a starship., Eeowen didn't
bhecause ag a police chief; he does know something about first aid.® oloy
studied Wirk intently. MAre yvou gulte sure that scomething hit youd®

HPogitives Spock ~ did you think to check the corrider - remembering what
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has happened in the pagt?n
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ot as such, Captain, but I locked carefully at the scene. There was
nothing there but Mr. Keowen, yourself, and - as Dr. McCoy so dramatically
puts it -~ a wool of your hlood.*®

ell, you're not to worzy about it xight now," MceCoy put in., “You have
concugsion and you need sleep. Dehave and I'll let you away to your quarters
in the morning. Worry about it and you'll sizy here for the next week,®

“hones, how can I help but worry about it? Something definitely hit me -
and since there wag nothing lying around, and Lester - [ assume - is under guard
-~ 1% hears all the marks of a deliberate attack, possibly even attempted murder,
by a person -~ or persons -~ -unknown.!

Yinrdert®  MeCoy looked startled. "Surely not. iho on board wouvld want to ;
maurder youy? o

TPhe proposed vietim didn't have to be me," Kirk peinted out,

Wiho else would you suggest?' lMeCoy asked gloomily, aware that until Xirk
had talked himself out no threats would serve to quieten him,

Ypmbasmador Sgrral was murdered,” Spock reminded him,

Eivk looked sharply at hisg First Cfficer. Y“Are you suggesting that the
person who killed Sigral is trying to murder me?" he asked.

Yo, Capbeing  but that corridor leads only to the gurest cabins. The
proposed victim could hzve been ancther Ubar — I doubd it would have been one
of the ftharan who are new on board, You just happened to pass along befdre
the p]ann ? v1ot1m, and fell into the Trap =~ and of course the culprlb tidied
avay the evidence then left you to be found by someone else.”

Kirk considered for a moment, as fully as he could concentrate foxr the
steady thumpinz inside hig head, stmggling to think straight., ¥1 think I like
that hypothesis even less,¥ he gaild unhappily. “What would it bave dome to
potential welations if it had been ar Ftheran . atbacked, lelt lying: Cen you
imagine wnat we'd say? 'I'm sorry, sir, we think it was a migtake, the attacker
meant to kill someone elge!'?" e yawned, suddenly very sleepy. YBad enough that
Keowen found me.., What did you tell him?®

fnock and Meloy looked at each other, M"Mr. Keowen ig of the police, Jim,¥
Soock gaild. e knew immediately that you had been attacked... Ve tried to
lezve him with the impression that it was probsbly a practical joke gone wrong -
having explained o hiwm that we had been bothered by a Joker during the trip.™
Fe hesitvated., *1 am not sure how far Mr. Keowen believed me; but he pretended
to be convinced. He also knows the value of discretions; he will not speak of
it to hig comnatriots, T am sure.®

¥irk grunted, his eyes already closed. Spock walted untilhe was sure ¥irk
was slesping before he asked scftly, "Just how bad ig he, Doctor?®

¥eCoy drew a deep breath, "His skull is fractured. As it stands, it's not
gericus, but ii he was to be struck again at the same point..."

They looked at each other. "Spock = you don't think scmeone is trying to
kili the Cantain?®

Spock Frowmed slightly. 1 don't know, It seems likely that if the Captain
is not the intended wvictim, then it must be one of the Ubarrak...bearing in mind
the death of the Ubar Ambassador.™

T could understand Sigral's killer trying to kill another high--renidng
Tbar, " ¥cloy sald impatiently. "A low-ranking one wanting a siep up...although
with snother of the Ubarrak dead, it narrows the list of suspects guite a lot.
Pt why should he want to kill Jim?®

dgomecne hiding in the Jeffries tube would not know it was the Capiain



approaching vather than hisg intended victim,® Spnock sald slowly. liven ke sounded
unconvinced,

iidiome 2ff 4b, 8pockl I've never heard anyone walking aloag these corridors
ags guistly as the Uharral do. The fumans are all much noisgiers you cam hear
them coming o wile away. Vobody could mistake Jim's steps for a Uhan's.®

Thelr eves met again., "hen we are forced to conclude that the attacker did
indeed want to harm the Captain,™ Spock sald deliberately,

¥oloy looked thoughtful. *The only Toar Jim has clashed with is braky,” he
geid slowly. ¥YAnd no sane person is going to kiil gomebody else whose zole
nffence ig bo interfere in his...pursuit...of a female..."

“¥o gane Human, perhaps. We do not know Ubarr wnorslity. Besides...from
what Thura was able to discover from Brrbrr, Drakk was virtually raping hew,
using her fear of him to...persuade..her to =~ er ~ co-operate., Would such a
belng be completely sane??

ST dontt know. Like you said, different races have different wmoralities...”
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“Yes, bult al the same time, he wasn't prepaered to do anything uwnless the
girl herself conplained."

"Npy evidence against Draklk was...very much hesrsay., Ve had ne proof other
than what Uhura saild Brebrr had told her,? His frowm deepened. %I think T st
have & few words with Brrbrz,” he sald slowly.

STE you can geb her to speak to you alt all," McCoy said gloomily. %She
seens to bhe terrified of all males, of whatever species.®

“Provided Migs Thura is present, I think it might be possible to talk <o
her,™ Boocle sald confidently. He gltrode out.

Weloy sighed and tumed hisg attention back o his patient. At least Wirk
wag resting comfortably...
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soock found the young Ubsr on the bridge, still keeping close to Uhura.
He could only wonder a2t the patience shown hy the Commnicafions @ 0ificer -
sympathelic she might be, but ¥rrbrr's prezence must be geliing in her way:
gpock knew how intently. Uhura worked, and Brrbrr wust bes a distraction.

vo, gniled wo at Spock with her usual friendly greeting, but Brrbor
lose to her Human profector. Sunock ignored her as he would & nervoug
reiting For her to relax. Fe discussed ship's business with 13
b, wnobbtrusively watching the Ubar as he did so. IFsoced wilh Ih

» situation, she was slowly relexing. #Finally he saild lightly,
entice getting on, Miss Thura?h

gome o
undemain
is your ay

Tura suiled, "Brrbrr? T just wish T'd understood a comm. board ag easily
as she docs. The Ubhar life gpan mekes 1t difficult o assess just how long a
Ubar wonld nead at the Academy to assimilate the full course, but I'd ceritainly

.
!

recomiend Taebrr eny day 1T they do decide to adwmit Ubarrak to Starfle

1o

el

sriak

8T ses no reason why they should not," Spock said. WProvided the
de becomae full members of the Federation.” The short 1ife span would provide
difficulties, though, he silently agreed. There were btwe or three reces in the
Pederation who were forever barred from membership of Starfleet, throuzh no
failing of their own but rather becauge of gome physiclogical or payclk Loald
condition of the race., Put for the mowment, the ides might just encourage =rrbri,
sive her some much-needed self-confidence. e turned to the Ubar. “ho you
think cay of your compatriots would be interested in the opportunity to join
gtarfleet, Misg Brrbreyh




Wed, " ghe whispered, her ears flattened in embarrassment at belnz nolticed
by so ioportant 2 personage ag one of the crev who wore two unbroken bands on
his agrm,

Srut net your pregent companions, I suppose. They arve all diplomats, of
their own cholce, are they nott¥

UYQQ. Teeod am here only because [ have a gift for languages. 1 did not
he a diplematic secretary.™

Thura glanced at Spock with some respect, She had managed to worm some
information out of Brrbrr, but Spock, with simest no effort, had, 1t ssemned, won

the Uhoar gizlts trust.

[0

et did you want to be? Spock asked. He sounded genuinely in tecested,
Thura decided, and wondered whether in fact Vulcans were oeLter actors 3
Fumans had aluaysg thought =~ Vulcan had no tradition of drama ~ or if he :
wa, lft“”@Sted; and if he was, 1t signified a considerable change in his
attluuoc since he had fivst come aboard, It had never been openly stated, but
the grepevine had buzzed with the rumour thaet the Vulcan woman killed in the
volecanic activity on Zeynol had been Spock's wife, He had behaved ag 1f she
never exigted, with sti ¥ formality and an apparently total lack of understanding
of emotionsl “aaotlons...and ghe herself had known that runour to ve fact, for
she hod become friendly with the other Vulecan wives who had travelled with them
fer so long, and had lesrxmed a lot, not just from what was said but also from
mueh that was not said,

4T was not sure. Fow [ know. T...would like to be a Communications
Officer,!

A Lot would depend on how the talks between your people and ours xo -~ but
the word of any officer in this crevw carries a lot of welght, and if 55 VUhura,
ig gatigfied that vou have a talent for the work, we'll speak that word, I'm
sure that some compromise can be reached over your shorter 1ife span.n

Shank youl.t  Her ears Llattened agein, bubl her iail had lifted evar so
slightly.

Wowever ~ Y Spock went on, more sternly now. ¥As 2 Starflect of
would occas ‘0ﬂ”11y have to perform duties that were...unpleasant. o
prepared to do that:y

cer, you
d you be

i
1

Fltaeedt would be my duty, would 1t aot?® ghe asked nervously.

Yom,  lilus Trrbrr, you can begin now, if you would,®

7% she whispered. IHer tail drooped again.

“You can tell ue about Drakk. Mell us, and tell Ambassador hrovral.

gshe locked at him, terror in her eyes, "hrakk is not afweid of roveal,?
she sald as she had done in Kirk's cabin.

not...but perhaps it is time he learnad to be. Wag Drakk aoiwveid

ears drew back. *I1 think perhans he was...Sgreal was older, very

Yind Yweoveal is not so dominentyd

e, Tie would not have been promoted even to Advisor for at least a y@ar in
1] way, perhaps never beyond that. Sgrral's death...zince " Voral alsc

ven g all respongibility we are not ready for.®

was polaoned...did you know thoti?
Pholmoned? No.es®

Snocl: grunte@ tainother case of the most Junior members of the Nba?T<w
not beiny told anything, for Ambassador Rrovrial certainly knew.® ¥e wag
 bo Ulwra.

group
gpeakds
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Almost, it seemed, Brrbrr took a decp breath. *Dmaklk...,has vrax in his
cabin.
WAy Y

i fast and painless polson given to end the guffering of the incurnbly 111,
Tt iseewnot lawvivl for any but a FHealer to posgsess it,.©

Snockts eves met Thura's for o brief Instant of near-truimph, "You are
guite suwe, Brrber?y he asked encouragingly.

"Yeg, ‘he bottle 1z uwrmistakeable, T knows my motherts sister was given
it showtly nefors T left Ubarr.®

“hoes Draklk know you knowt" Spock asked anxiously.

‘0. I was afraid... T saw i, hut he didn't know I recognisged it for
vrax - even 1f he realised I saw it."

v dldn't you tell anyone?” Uhura asked., '"You knew Drakk shouldn!t have

"7 owas afraid. 1 am still afraid. But if T am to enber your Starflect,

i 38 ambition can cconp“1sh Spock thought, Uewly-learned, it was
sti11) enoush to ] éiﬁ‘l} & voung ubar overcome her terror. He only hoped thab
Starflect would accept the Ubarrak for training...vut the newly-discovered

homing instivet n,msosged Wy gome of the females would be of consideranle vaiue,
even though the Ubarrak did not speclallsp in navigations It algo made the
Temales votentially of wore value to JStarflest than the males,..which wmight help
encourase o speeding ue of Lhe eguelity of the saxes, which, on Uberr, secmed to
be badly neoied

kode evil,¥ Derbrr gaild with surprising fivmness. #e told me his mate
would bhe glad he had chosen to leave her behind... Ubar mates are...very possess—
ive of sach other., Fo Tensle would be giad to be left behind by her mat@ 1y JQSG
he had g her good reason to fear him...and vhabtever her reasons for fearing
him, she would feae to gpealk out,.”

et ls how buellies alvays win,” Uhurs sald angrily,.

Furrber - did Drakk hate Captadn Xirk?¥ Spock asked.

Hew " ears drew back again., ¥hrakk hates everyone superior to him,*
fand bullies everyone below him in ranlk?®

i ”(\m it

Snock's lips drew together, hura, call your relief. We -« the threz of us

ing to see Awbassador Rwovreal. T think it's time he was broughit into
thig discussion.

teil curled hetween her legs again., “iHow, Hrrhrer, the Ambassador
o Uhura sald sncouragingly.

IS,
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. v, you have already proved yoursell te be of wuch value to the
Pﬁdef,BWOQ — aALone anong your party, you h“ve given us valusble helwn, You have
nc need o Tsel diffident in the presence of a superior. '

he yvouns Ubar's tail lifted slightly at Spoeck's womrds. Uhuxa hasitened 3o
stress the point. YT, Spock's right, Brrbrr. Nobody else on the ship had
any ides which way o go to get home., Your ability fo tell us is weslly valuable
to us. Oh, you'll have to cexry oub your duty to Ubarr by taking pawt in the

o+

discunsions a8 Ubarr interpreter, but .after that's done you don't need to zo back
to Ubary if you don't want to. I'wm positive that welll get you into the
Academy, The first Tbar to get into Starfleet Academy, Brrbrr; and a fewale,

too.  You can be proud of yourself,”
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The %z2il lifted; hesitantly, a fracltion mere. Thaltts bettexris Thurs

encouraged,
ST will cowe,™ ghe whispered. "But Drakik,.,.still has the vrax,..©

YT Bhink we can do something about that,® Uhurs saild cheerfully when 1t
became obvious that Spock, having accompiished what he set out tc do, had withe
drawn frow the conversstion again, leaving it To her fo continue resssuring the
Thar girl. She could sense it was the right thing to do, tooy Brrbrr was far
more relaxed in female company than she ever was with a male around, end Umura
found hergell wondering just how thorocughly Drrbrr had been brainwashed into the
idea of wale superiority despite the five-year—-21d legislation that gave the
vegirmings of female emancipation on her planet., Legislation did not always
accomplish what 1t set out to doy parentasl attitudes had a lot to do with the
formation of responses to certain situationsg - and UThura wmore than suspected a
very dominent father and a positively cowed mother.

Uhure called her relief, and when Palmer arrived, the thres set off for the
Ambassgador's cabin. They found Rrovral studying the deceased Sgrralls paperss
he looked uwp aluwost with relief, asg 1if he found his task somewhat beyond him,

Te looked from one to the other of his visitors, recognising the offlcam
by virtue of the pointed ears and the colour of thelr skin. %Yes, Mr. Spock?
vhat can 1 do foxr you?h

Throwats lips tightened slightly. Thizg wasg the sort of attitude that Brrbrr
had had to put up with all her life; the iwmediate assumption by & male That in
any mixed company, only the males would have anything of importance Lo say. Qut

of respect for Spock, however, she controlled her tongue,

Spock, however, had no intention of pandering to Ubar chauvanism. "ot for
ma, Ambagaadors rather for your secrelary Brrbrr.®
b g B

An ear flicked, and Rrovral turned to the voung girl., "Yes®™ [fig tone
) 9
while nov digeouraging, was not encouraging either, and Brrbrr glanced at Thura
<5 ] t & $ [5Y
for guidance. The Human smiled encouragement. HGo on, Brrbrr.v

STt s Deaklt, Ambsssador. e has vreax.®

Broviesl stiffened. "rhat is a very serious charge. Are you sure of your
factety

“Yes, Ambassador.’  Resolutely, she kept her tail at its new level, knowing
that Hrovrel had noticed it, afraid of his reaction, but anxious to maintsin the
new self-respect that Spock and Thura had given her. %S8ince we came ahoard, he
has heen...forcing me to spend many of wy off-duty hours in his bed. Ususlly he
came to my cabin, but once or twice he called me to his., I saw the vrax hotile
thers. He..onlight have been using it to hold something else, of course...hut
they told we Ambassador Sgrral was polsgoned...n

Aroviel's ears flatiened in what Spock had bome to suvapect wes the Ubsx

eguivalent of o frown. I think T must speak fto Drald,®

Yhmbgagador, misht T suggest that you do not gee Drakk alone., You need his

accuger, witnesses.e.and a security detail in case he becomes vialent,™
gaid.

Jrovral looked at him. Y"You are right... 7 an unaccusitomed to thig worlk,
Vr. Spock., I had expected to serve as a Chief Secretary for at least anciher
year belore being promcted to Adviser,; and then to serve for some years in that
capacity hefore belng even congidered for an fmbassadorship. But even for
Sgrral this situation would have been wost difficult., It is...unprecedentid.
I cannot remember ever hearing of a Ubar being accused of killing another,
deliberately. Caly a Fealer kills...and then only the incurably ill...*

Hvaet your people wmust have had...wsrricor ancestors, just as wmine did,®
Spock said. TWe established the discipline of logic, and overcame cut vialent
instinets -« yet even now, from time to time, a Vulcan loses contrel and kills...




it hag been established that such behaviour is the regult of geneg, recessive in
averyone else, belng, through some chance, dominant., Drakk ecobld be one such as
thig ~ a theowback Lo an eariier, wmore virlent, period of your evelutinn,”

wrovial's ears twitched, ™It is possible, though I have never heard of
anything like it before.®
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him. ¥e knew now that he had not succeedsd in killing the intexfering Cept
there would have bheen uproar throughout the ghiy if the Captain had heen dead -
and he wondered how he could possibly get to the MHuman with a lethal dose o

hated Kirk on sight, Just ag he had hated Sgrrals; he had sensed that
wman Ceptain cul of the way as well as his own sunerior, he would find
¥ to wanipulate events to suit himself., He had been gquite surnriged

that no ham at

2% a2ll had come to the Human after he had littered the corpidox
with the little metal balls he had so conveniently found just before he knew the
Tuman wes about to pass zlong it. . The Human had been unconscious, after all -
ithar sdnocked unconsclous like that frequently did not recover.

The oll he had carefully left on the rungs of the ladder from the bridgse =~
he wag still surprised that, although the plan had worked, it had killed the
wrong wman. Se had seen ¥irk uvsing the ladder once, and had assuned —~ ‘Wrongly,
it seemed - that it was reserved for the Captaints uge,

But he had been certain that he had succesded when he saw the blood pouring
from The head wound inflicted when he hed so cunningly arranged o tripwire Just
heside the tube he could hide in. The weilght he had dropped was considerable,
too: he had only just menaged to 1ift it, and he was strong. The accursed
Pusgn muat have a head made of zlxan!

As Tor the fuman female who had encouraged that lust-arousing lithle junior
te refuse his aitentions... She should have been honoured tThat he deigned to
degire herl Though her unwillingness had certainly added spice, he adnitlted.
When he wos Anbassador, he must certzinly make a point of including in his
retinue several very young and totally submissive Jjuniors.

Vhet ghould he do about the Human famale? He hesitated. Confident though
e was thet neobody suspected him, he =till retained encugh senity to reslige
that btoo wmany deaths, even apparently natural ones, would arcuse somehody's
sugplcions. 1ot that anyone would be dominant enough, with Sgrral and the Fuman
Captain dead, to control. That weak fool Rrovial was not vet deminant encugh
for his newlyeacguired wpositiong The Human's immedizate underling was alse dead,
killed instead of the Captain. In a way, Drakk regretted that; he had found it
aasy Lo wanipulate the Muman YWood inte believing everything he, brakk, said.

A

However, none of the other Tuwmans couldihave the seniority to he a dowlna
in place of Kirk...

o, 4t wight be ag well to ignore the female. After all, althcugh the
qowrney was not yet ended and by lesving his mate behind he had deprived hingelf
of his captive bhedmalte, he was beglnuing to tire slightly of the little juniox,
Her congbtant whining was an iveitant in the long run, satisfying though it had
been o stert with. PRut once there were no dominant leaders on the shin, he
could force the Junior back into his bed, znd make her pay fox her rasistance,
too.

Yow to gebt to the Fuman... He thought over his acquainlances among Lhe
o < 2
Pumens, wondering which, if any, of them he could coerce into vnwitiing aid.
Reluctantly, he was foxced to reject them all,

tiood was dead: ILester, Wood's bedmale, had vanished; Zmuda was & Tool,
who uttered the howling that fumens -called 'lauvghter' over the most meaningless
of anecdobes, noat of them too short to say anythings Schumacher wes only

interested in trying to gel inbto Cerbabi's bed - Cevrbah? Mow he was g posgibility...
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Drakic hed guickly seen that in Cerbah he wight have o soul-mate, for Cerbah too
was interssted only in himzelf -~ thoush he was a fool if he ignored Schumacher's
open invitation, 28 Drakk thought he had, Divas was useless.

CUerbahss  HNow how could he persuade The Fuman tc do his bidding, sad at the
same Time ensure that il suspicion that the Caplsin's death was snything but
accidentsl should arise, Cerbah, rnot he, would be blamed...and not think to

counter-charse Dralkk,

foe  there did not seem to be any waye..

Just how secure was the medical facility on the ship, anyway? iz tail
drooped slightly as he decided that the Captain would be well watched.

He was so deep in his own thoughts that he jumped violently whern the door
swished open without any warning. IHe rose quickly, turning to face the door,
ready to react with anger st the intrusion.

Frovrall  Behind him the submissive little junior...her tall as erect as
Traklc's ouwnl Higher than any unmated femalels had the right to bel With them,
the pointed—eared alien and the brown-colouvred interfering female - practically
the only two of the crew he could identify by sight rather than smell. There s
were twe red-shiried mzles behind them,

“hmbassador?® he asked, adroiltly masking both his anger and his contenpt for
the undominant wale who was now Ambassador.

it dnstend of spesking to him, the Ambossedor turned to the young fennle.
Rrrbre » e scccousstion is yours.®

She stepped forward. IHe rend nervousness in her scent, but she aspoke firmly

enougti, vy I nccuse you of misuwesing your pesition, by forcing me to submilt
to yove T oecuse you of the unlawful possession of vrax. I cccuse you of the
killing of Sgrral, o herlthy Ubar who did not consent to his own death.®

Pe stared 2t her, khis wmind working furiocusly. Spoek stepped forward. W
el aocuse you of atiacking ovr Uopdain and attenpting to secure his death.”

Rirbry wolked past him to the locker by his bed, and opened it. ¥ilg move
to stop her wog halted by the alien Spock, who grasped his arm in a hold that
renderad him Immobile in spite of the sitrength Drakk was so proud of. the gixl
reached 1n ond 1ifted the bottle of vrax.

ST adellt Yo pogsessing o vrax boiltle," Nrakk said. "My father dis o dealer,
and has wany empty bottles. I borrowed one ito hold o supply of 2 tonic I
occasionally need during this Journey.®

Spnock took the bottle from Brrbrr with his free hand. ¥in that coge, vou
will not object to swallowing some of It70

To thet moment, Nrekk knew he had miscaleulsted. TDominance among the aliens
wes decided Dy something other than age afdd maturity...perhaps ruthlesmamess:
Spock wos totally dominant even although he held o subordinate position. he
expression on the face of the female Uhurs wag as unrelenting: she too, femnle
though  she wog..and the two red-shirted males with the singie stripe on thelr
sleeves - evan they...oven Bribrr, by some cichemy he could not undersiond, could
now cutface himg  and Rrovrial, in the company of these zliens, had cn suthority

-]
Bl
he hod previously laocked.

o

They knew it all, He had fa
the penaliies for the crimes he had committed, and he knew that quick
prefermbla, e reached for the bottle., “Very well," he said.

iled. Iiis mind rehearsed slmost instanteneously
th wos

W

fpoct pulled it eway from him. "No, Drokk,” he sald softly. "You will
ape o easily. We can ensily prove what is in this bottle...but we will
it you to suicide, 28 ¥ gee lg in your mind. Cuardsi®

e o security gusrds moved forward, to take up positions one on each side
of the nowetervified Drakk.
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wicke bim to the brig...and see that he is well guarded."
WAve, sl ‘

_ Dealklk gbiffened his shoulders as he wag wmarched aweys hisg tail, drooping
digpivitedly, showed his action for the bravado that it was.

Spock handed the betile to Rrovral. WWill you take charge of this,

Ambassadort

Brovral held it as if it might explode at any second. "I... HNMr. Spock,
aven for somecne as sanior as on fobrasador, it is unlawful for anyone who is
net a FRealer to be in possession of vriew. Will your Fealer MeCoy take charge
of it until it is required for evidence? That wa¥, the letter of .the law will
he obeyed. ¥

ok

fpock Took the bottle back. '"Very well, Ambassador. T appreciaite your
position.™

Rrovesl turned back to Rrrbrr. Hifell done, undersecretary,” he said. fer
ears Tlattened in embarrassment even ag her tail lifted slightly further,

Uhure nodded, satisfied. ¥ven if Brrbrr did not gain a place at the
Academy, the therapy vwas complete. She had learmed confidence, asz rapidly as
she learned everything.
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Hirk looked up as Spock walked brisxly into sickbay. “The Vulcan paused
beside his Caytain. "You are locking much betler, Jim," he said.

“T feel wuch better, but Mcloy won't let me out yet.®

*ou recelved a severe blow fo the head - and head injuries are always bad
things to be careless with," Svqoelr said Tirmly.

"rou're a8 bad as Meloy!" Kirk grumbled.

ignly when there is need to be,™ Spock replied blandly. HHowever, I belleve
that there is no longer any need 1o bhe ~ this time.®

=1

it What's been happening? MeCoy asked from his office door.

Spock hell smiled. "We have apprehended the Captain's assailant.’ ¥e handed
the bottle he was carrying to MeCoy. 'hrovral asgks that you take charge of this
for the remeinder of the Journey, Doctor = admittedly it has not yet been tested,
but the bottle, st least, iz that used to conitain the poison that killed ral
- and it i1s not empty.®

Mooy whistled. Pwho?"

Jedo, ies Brrbrr finally found the courage to accuse him. Caplain -~ 0
he turned back to Hirk. "fhura says thet Bribrer has considerable talent fow
communicationsg; and ghe herself would be interested in such a caresr, shorl
though it would be because of her species! life span. We have promised to use
cur influence on her behalf with Starfleet and the Acadewmy -~ and it was that
promise that gove her the courage to go to Rroveal.?

5T Uhura thinks she's good encugh, that's encugh for me,% Kirk said. ‘ut
itarfleet consider training someone who would only be able to serve o few

years i

MeCoy shiugged. "I don't see why not,” he sald. "The Ubarrak life span
averages out at twenty-five, but it's mostly productive. They have a very short
childhood =~ they're physically meture at about a yerr, and in that year they
learn everyihing that o Fuman child talkes about twelve years to learn - or 2
Tulecan child, sbhout fifteen. The next three to four years they slow down 2 hit
- those years are about equivalent to the twelve to tweniy age in Humans - but
they abill lesmn incredibly fast. By the time they'rwe five they've counted fully
adult. ‘Then they have eighteen to twenty years of productive adulthocd = yes,
they get old, but their old age is quite brief - six months at the outside. Tew
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actually live wmore than two or three months after their retiral., Sigral was very
old - almost on borrowed times T doubt he expected to live much longex than was
necessary to complete this mission.

HalL 8tarfleet needs Yo do about the Ubarrsk is figure out a way of condens-
ing ihree years of work into about half that to fit the natural Ubarrak leaimming
capacity.”

"Pesier said than done," Kirk muttered. "It's & pretty concentrsted course
even for Fumans."

Siue - but L the Ubarrak have - when young - almost perfect recail...and
the indilaations are that they do...they only need to have something explsined
once — even the brightest of the Humans mostly need more than that. Maybe somes
thing covld be done with the Vulecen course - after Fifteen a Vulcan's learning
capacity increases tremendously. It still isn't on a par with the Ubarrak's
at the sawme stage of development, but a Vulcan can sgbsorb the basic Sitarfleet
course in six to twelve monthsg less than a Human.?!

Y114 Meard that., I wouldn't have thought it possible to feed the info.
mach fagter than the Humans get 1%, though."

WTT the Ubarrak are to get a place in Starfleet - and they deserve to, from
what Itve geen of them - it would he a waste of six monthe of their lives not to
condensw the course to fit thelr leamming capacity,® McCoy said.

BT apgree,™ Spock put in.

Hihen we'll speak that werd to Sterfleet and point all that out,” Wirk
decided,

BHnoclk, MeCoy said. "Drakk had poison - but Jim was hit over the head -
not poisoned,”

Shrakk was his assailant nevertheless,™ Spock replied. YThe Ubarrak have
a strong mental pattern and poor shieldings T had occasion te catch his amm, and
I was abhle Lo sense his thoughts without sny effort. He has been tryving to kill
the Coptzin since early in the voyage; he was responsible for the ball bearings
in the corwidor and the oil on the rungs of the ladder — apparently he thought
it was used 23 o private route by the Coptain only, since he had seen the Coptain,
and only the Captaing use 1t. He was quite surprised when his vicetim turned out
to be . Hood. He apparently believed that with the Thar Ambassador and the
Human Coptain both out of the way, his abbition eould procded unhampered by
higher suthority, WYWe have him under arresty he will be held until he can be
returned to Ubsrr for trizl by the proper suthorities,¥

50 whet we'lve had on board is two different people with grudges against
authorityy" Mceloy said, half disbelievingly,

It apoears 89, Doctor.m

Wiy peport on the dangers of a practical joker on the ship will stiil a0
ing howsver," ¥irk said decisively, "Along with Scotbly's comments on the
regction of his staff to enginesring's palr of extroverts.®

dAnd mine," ¥eCoy added. You won't believe this, Spock, but onge of them
ceme to me this worning - it had suddenly struck him thaet folk were avoiding him,
and he wos worried about it. I advised him fo cut down on the funoy stulf -
then T went and checked the other. He was completely unaware of not heing
thought his wmate was ilmagining things..., I've got some hope for Veranoen

ing and bhelng sccepied,; tut the other one ~ " He ghook his head.

The intercom buzzed, and Meloy ansvwered it.

“Ig dr. Spock there, Doctor?™

Spock moved over to the intercom. "Yes, Mr. Seval?®

“Welve just entered = reglon that begins to tally with our longest-range
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star chartg, ¥Wr. Spock. e should be able to navigate properly again very scon.™
“Yery good, Mr. Seval., T'11 be right up.” e locked at ¥irk. VYou can
relax, Captaing we're as good as home.n
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ticCoy walked briskly into Kirk's cabin, waving a btape. PSanity at 1
he said hﬂpnﬁlv BThe order's been rescinded, Jim. We can get rid of *h‘
extroverts - though I'd tend to recommend that Verannen be allowed to st on
hoard. Since he realised that the crew doesn't like extroverts, he's qu taned
down z lot, and he's begun to be accepted, He'll always be more oulbgoing than
usual on & Starship, tut his actual extrovert rating isn't wmuch higher than
Sulu's -- he just seemed more so because he got in tow with Inbrovski,®

4
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GT1L accept your recommendation, Dones. I've got nething against extio-
verts as such, just the cones who think it's their wmission in life to keep every-
one else uqunad

ov long till we reach HQE®
ust wader g veek, IT'11 be glad to get there.n

MMe, too." ¥eCoy strebtched s3iff neck muscles. Y0h =~ by the way ~ 1 found
cul sgomething interesting. Just between ourselves...”

Himm?

WY wae Admiral Titwmgeranld who pushed that order about sxtroverts throush -
and de you koW why T

Xixk shook hig head. ""Fo, but I bet you do.®

e had o nephew training to be an engineer, who wanted to get inte gpsce.
A nephev whose extrovert rating was too high... "

Whon't bell me. (One of ours?y®

ruo.  wo, don't ask me how I found out... Well, Scotty said he was o good
= ? =
engineer - and he'll be a betber one away from Du>rov“ki's influence.”

“Rones -+ that isn't why you're recommending we keep Verannen®

"o, Jim, He does merit it, provided he deoesn't breal loose agnin.t  He
planced towards the door as the buzzer sounded.

HOome

spock entered. MeCoy looked disgustedly at the sheaf of reports in the
vulcan's hand, and sald, "Well, if you two are going te dalk business, Ti'wm off.®

Ag Feloy retrested, ¥Wirk grinned up at hie Pirst Officer. WAll might, ¥r.
Spock. Reporlbee.”

Fe wvelaxed in the sheer normzlity of everyday things s the Wuilcen begomn
gpeak.




